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the author’s preface. 

I HAD flattered myfelf that Mr. Schipano, a very learned man, and my particular 
friend, would have taken the trouble of adjufting the collection of letters he had 
received from me at different places, in which I gave him a fketch of the particulars of 
my travels ; he having promifed to digeft my crude accounts into a connected and 
hiftorical fliape, fo as to form a perfect book of them. Had he had leifure to dilate on 
them as they required, and put them in regular order, they would have afforded a 
much more fmiflied production, in point of elegance and inftruCtion, than from under 
my hands. 

That this did not take place, I impute rather to the numerous occupations of my 
friend than any coolnefs towards me ; and poflibly the exceflive abundance of matter 
with which my long letters were furcharged, tended to prevent his reduction of them 
into any proportionate body. On myfelf, therefore, has devolved the care of hinder- 
ing my extenfive travels from going without the reward more honourable than interefted, 
of meeting the public eye, and of preventing the world itfelf from being deprived of the 
profit and pleafure deducible front them. * 

The mere recital made by me publicly in the Academy of Humoriff s at Rome, fhortlj 
after my return from the Levant, was infufficient to fatofy either myfolf or thofe whc 
voj.. ix. a read 
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read it ; feeing that however juft my description of the matter I detailed, I could in a 
difeourfe of no more than, a few hours, but (lightly and imperfectly expatiate on the 
fubftance. Much have I defired to fee theft relations in a more perfeit form, and 
more regularly difpofed in refpeCt'to the various matter, that they might fo be better 
adapted to the inftrudtion of the ftudious ; this, however, to me would have been a 
labour as tedious as difficult, on which account, to fave toil, as advifed by my friends, 
I have refolved on prtfenting them to the public in the fame fliape of epiftolary detail 
in which they were communicated to Mr. Schipano at Naples ; anti, notwithftanding 
I had neither the patience or inclination on the fpots whence I wrote to take copies of 
them, I have had the good fortune of finding the whole of my letters complete, hot one 
having been loft that l had addrefled to my friend, who had favoured a number of 
perfons of honour with copies of them, both at Naples and Rome, felicitous of them 
after hearing them read as amufing and gratifying to curiofity. 

Either 1 am deceived, or they are now given much ameliorated and more correCl 
than in the original, as I have been ftudious of amending every fault of language or 
orthography with which they were replete ; of retrenching in many places light and 
frivolous circuntftanccs relative individually to myfelf, which I had candidly and 
frankly related to a confidential friend, but without intention of publilhing to the 
world. 

In lieu of thefc frivolities retrenched I have fubftituted matter elfential to the fubjeCis, 
either omitted in hurry or fuperficially treated, with intention of amplifying upon them 
at leifure on fome future occalion. My friends have generally conceived, in unil'on with 
me, that this form of letters is belt calculated to pleafe the reader, as much from its 
novelty (the familiar ftyle being rather unufual for hiftorical matter) as from the frank- 
nefs and candour natural to the character of epiftles ingenuoully conceived and void of 
deceit. <> In them will be difeerned that naked and fimplc truth, which in writing 1 have 
ever been anxious to difplay. 

Of this defeviption do I prefent them to the reader ; and fhould they prove acceptable, 
my gratification will not be trifling ; yet if the reverie be the cafe, he will poftibly 
excufe the weaknefs of an author who has done his belt. If not wholly ungracious, 
he will have fome refpcct for my intention of ftudying as much as potlible to attain per- 
fection. 1 have further to add, that in compofmg thefe letters I have not fought a pure, 
choice, and elegant Tufcan ftyle, fuch as might ferve as a model for other writers, or an 
authority to be confulted as a fpecimen of the manner of the tnoft excellent orators and 
hiftorians ; on the contrary, I have compofed them in my paternal tongue, the Roman, 
and the ordinary dialect, without the affectation of piquing myfelf on the delicacy of the 
ftyle, conceiving 1 effect enough in giving them that, polite and ingenuous turn which 
is fought in familiar correfpondencc. If, however, the terms and ftyle fhould fail to 
pleafe my reader ; if he fhould fail of difeovering that depth of erudition he may 
require, let him reflect that my condition of life, my profeffion exadt of me as a duty to 
be more delicate of doing well than of relating things with nicety. And in cafe I fhould 
be fo unfortunate as to produce in thefe letters nothing which xjiay accord with his 
, fancy, let him confider at leaft, that in w riting them I had no objedt of framing a fource 
of entertainment for him, but merely of gratifying by their perufal, a friend who would 
receive them with delight. Now, therefore, on prefenting them to ’ the public, it is 
not to one particular place alone, not to the prefqrft generation that I give them, 
but to all the world, and to fucceffive ages : fo that if any thing fhould be diftafteful ac- 
cording to the judgment of the public m one quarter, let it in compaffion refledt, that 
in other countries it may be gracioufly received by other perfons, and in other times. 

6 . 1 claim 
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t claim excufe rather than condemnation for havipg ’fludied to fatisfy the tafte of 
different parties, flot only in the prefent but in future ages, for not having confined 
myfelf to ‘one corner of the globe, fuch as Na*ples or Italy, and for being aefirous of 
flie wing myfelf to the world, the chief parts of which, by my long travels, have become 
fufficiently familiar to me to juftify my aflumption of the title of a citizen of the world* 
as fuch to its various nations I wifh my life and actions to be known. 


LETTER I. 


Conjlantinople , i^i Aug. 1614. 

I DO not merely imagine, I feel certain, that it will gratify you to hear from me at 
this place, and fee me fulfil with pleafure what I confider a duty, — imparting a 
defeription of my voyage. 1 Avail not repeat the account of my journey from Rome to 
Naples, and fhipment thence to Venice, but proceed to tell you, that on the 8th of June 
1 departed early in the morning from Malamoco, in the Grand Dauphin, a Venetian 
galleon, mounting forty-five guns, and well provided. 

On board we had, among five hundred perfons, a ftrange medley^ both male and 
female, confiding of foldiers, failors, merchants and travellers, of various religions ; 
Catholics, heretics of different feds, Greeks, Armenians, Turks, Perfians, Jews, 
Italians of different provinces, Frenchmen, Spaniards, Portugueze, Englifh, Germans, 
Flemings and others. The Angularity of the affemblage would have made it more 
agreeable, had it not been for the inconvenience arifing from fo great a iyimber com- 
preffed in fuch little fpace. 

An infe&ious diforder was the refult, and of twenty or thirty which were dailyaffli&ed. 
Death failed not of his ty the. Among the number taken off were two travellers of diftinc- 
tion ; fortunately neither my fervants or myfelf had occafion for the remedies of the mifer- 
able barber-furgeon on board ; a man whofe appearance was fo little prepoffefling, that I 
fhould have been loth to have fuffered him to feel my pulfe even in perfect health, left 
I Aiould receive a diftemper. Before we court hoift fails, in order to clear feveral fiioals, 
we were towed for an hour by twenty-three barks of eight oars, as large as feluccas, 
each commanded by a good-looking man, lightly clad, with fo much fkill and fuch 
cheerful and accordant notes, as much delighted me. 

At length the fails were fet, the fea perfectly calm, but the wind fo adverfe as to 
oblige us to traverfe frequently the whole breadth of the Adriatic; fo often indeed, that 
we paffed backwards and forwards from the fhores of Italy to thofe of Sclavonia, at leaft 
five-and-twenty times, ere we reached the narrow mouth of this fea, coafting occafion- 
ally on either fide. I tenderly faluted, in palling the fhores of the kingdom of Naples, 
mindful of the friends it contained. When clear of the gulph, v/e got on with more 
cafe, having wider fca-room, the- wind yet continuing adverfe. 

On lofing fight of Italy, the firft land we difeovered was the n'lountains of Chimsera, 
anciently called Ciraunian. 

Unde it£r Italian** curfus brevifiinnia undis. uBn. lib. in, 507. 

We laid for feveral hours at the foot of thele mountains, which, from myaffe&ion for 
the poet who deferibes them, I regarded with delight ; thence we coafted the fhores of 
Epirus, where I noticed beford we arrived at Corfu, the port of Chaonia and the town 

* 2 
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of Butrinto, which ftill retain^ the very ancient name, a little disfigured by the corrup- 
tion of language. The light of it brought to my memory the tears and lamentations 
of An dromache, and the honors paid by her to the manes of her hulband : 

Ante urbcm, in luco, falfi Simoentis ad undam. 2 E*. lib. Hi. 30a. 

I faw this river, and viewed with pleafure thofe fpots, anciently the ?.bode of the 
allies of the Trojans. While gratified with the imagery which the fcene before me 
raifed in my mind, our veffel arrived at the port of Corfu ; about which the Venetians, 
on rocks which frown defiance, have contracted fome very ftrong fortreffes. 

We entered the port on the eve of the feftival of St. John, a day of great rejoicing at 
Naples, but 'different then with us ; a furious wind arifing juft after our entering the 
port, which drove us from our anchors, and but for the fkill of the mariners, would 
have thrown us on the breakers ; they faved us, but the fea all day continued to run fo 
high, that I was unable to go on fhore till the next. Then I had an opportunity of vifiting 
the town, which is fmall, and has little to recommend it ; the country about it, however, 
is beautiful. 

We remained here four days, on each of which I went on fhore to obferve whatever 
was curious, treated always with much kindnefs by Signior Fabio Aronio, an officer 
there, and a countryman of ours, fleeping at night on board. The only thing I found 
remarkable was the fortrefs, defended by nature more than art, and impregnable. 
Here the body of St. Spiridim is preferved fo perfectly, that although he lived in the 
time of the firft council, his fleffi appears yet lively and frefh, that of his leg when 
touched, rifing again from the preflure. Here alfo lives a man reputedly of the race of 
Judas ; whether this be true or falfe (it is denied by himfelf) I know not ; I however, 
remember a'fervant of ours who had refided at Corfu, affirming that fome of his race 
ftill exifted there, and that a houfe was pointed out as one which he inhabited. 

Corfu was an unlucky port for us ; juft after raifing anchor we were encountered by 
a . hurricane, and dropping a fail, feveral failors were injured ; upon this occafion we 
again ran great rifk of being driven on lhore, but were refeued by the people of a galley 
who faw our danger ; and, on the fame day, from the negligence of a Jewefs, part of the 
rigging caught fire j our people were prompt at extinguifhing it, or we might, in tnidft 
of water have been a prey to the flames. Hence we proceeded towards Xante the more 
pleafantiy, from our having landed one hundred and fifty foldiers at Corfu, together 
with feveral merchants, which left us more room. On this courfe I faw the Venetian 
cruizers, the fpot on which a great naval battle had been fought, and had opportunity 
of noticing Leucate, Nerito, Samos, the rocks pf Ithaca, and the two Cephaloniae, called 
by Virgil the Laertian kingdom ; I did not however fee Dulichium, which with Samos, 
poffibly formed a part of its domains ; neither did I meet with elucidation on the fub- 
jeft of that Apollo, dreaded by mariners. , 

At one after midnight we anchored in the port of Xante ; where I landed early in 
the morning. Xante no longer deferves the title of the woody. Theifland poflefles 
no niore any forefts ; its foil is unrequiting and barren, and the town of a fimilar name 
is rather long, forms a kind of amphitheatre towards the fea, and is commanded by high 
hills at the back, much refembling thofe which furround Meflina ; its buildings however, 
like thofe of Corfu, bear more fimilitude to huts than houfes ; I did not go to exa- 
mine the fortrefs, it being fituated at a great elevation, and poffelling nothing to recom- 

’ In lhades, bedde no real Siraois’j waves 

Fronting the town. * 

mend 
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mend it to notice. Seventeen Venetian gallies weighed anchor before as j and here 
we received news*of the Turkilh fleet laying at Navann in the neighbourhood, and that 
the Neapolitan gallies bad fhortly before left that port. 

From Zante, where we remained four days, we bent our courfe to Scio, where we 
arrived by fix in the evening. On the way, the firft objeCt I law was the Strophades* 
no more the habitation of the harpies, but of forty or fifty monks, called Caloyers, who- 
profefs the Greek faith, and live an innocent and happy life, fequeftered from the world. 
Their monaltery built in the largeft of the iflets, of which I only faw the exterior, 
is handfome ; and wears the appearance of a ftrong citadel to intimidate pirates. Thefe 
good monks are benignant and kind to an extreme, making a pra£Hce of fending out 
a boat with provifions to every veffel that partes. To us they brought out vegetables 
and fruit, which we thought the more delicious from the engaging and affectionate 
manner in which they were tendered. According to them, thefe iflands are very fertile, 
and repay abundantly the diligence and care ufed in their cultivation, yielding every 
delicacy peculiar to the climate. They informed me alfo, that they have an excellent 
cool fpring, which with certainty they have afcertained proceeds under the bed of the 
fea from the Morca, not fixty miles diftant, articles being thrown up by it which could 
come from no other quarter. On taking leave, we prefented them feme tokens of our 
gratitude ; and quitting the Strophades on our right, we purfued our courfe towards 
the Morea, coafting that part of it inhabited by a fierce ana warlike nation, called now 
the Magorates. This is a free people, notwithftanding it be partially fubjeCt to the 
Turks, and is frequently at war with them ; retaining much of the fpirit of its ancient 
inhabitants. I remarked in this country the fites of many^of its ancient cities. Sparta,, 
which is now but an infignificant little town j Argos, and Mycene, which ftill exift, but 
greatly diminiflied of their former fplendor ; and the ifland Cytheuea, or Cerigo, confe- 
crated to Venus, and celebrated in the numerous fables related of that goddels. We 
parted through the narrow channel which feparates this irtand from the continent, and 
being obliged to traverfe frequently, owing to contrary wind, it afforded me the 
means of obferving a number of iflands and curious places, fuch as Milo, Antimilo, 
Fafconera, fo called from the number of falcons with which it abounds, Perrapello, 
Maurocaravi, Hydra, fo denominated from feven large rocks which furround it, 
St. Giorgio del’albero, Egine, Zia, And ro, and farther beyond thefe,Thino, Micone, and 
Delos, facred to Apollo. On the left, oft lerra jfrma, after parting the gulp of Corinth, 
at the extremity of which is fituated Parnaffus, we left Napoli di Romagna, and' the illus- 
trious city of Athens, which I beheld at a diftance from the dock ; and thirty miles 
farther the Cape of Columns, fo named from a famous building luftained by a number 
of pillars, poflibly a veftige of Athenian architecture, and, from its neighbourhood, pre- 
emptively within the dominions of Athens, but which the common people attribute 
to Alexander. # , 

Still farther on we coafted along the ifland of Negropont, feparated from the conti- 
nent by a fpaoe of no greater length than a bridge ; and Itiftiy, that of Scio, near which, 
notwithftanding we were clofe upon k, we were obliged to remain three days before we 
could make the port, on account of the unfteadinefs of the wind, which conftantly. veered, 
jmd drove us to different parts of the channel which feparate it from the continent of 
Natolia ; at length, we dtft anchor in a flieltered fituation, but eighteen miles from the 
town of the fame name.. 

While there, Signior Vincent Juftinian, learning that I was on board, came with 
horfes and boats, accompanied by Signior Bernard Grimaldi, to take- me to his-houfe. 
Accordingly, on the 18th of July I landed with them on this ifland, defervedly called 

# the- 
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the delight of the Archipelago, and garden of Greece, as from our landing at a eon- 
fiderable diftance from the town* I haa full room to obferve. We travelled during the 
whole day through fields producing the maftic-tree, about which the country people 
had already cleared the ground for gathering the gum, and in fome places had begun 
making incifions in the bark for it to exude. This tree is the common lentilk. It- is 
worthy of remark, that one half of the ifland, that on which this tree grows, is ftony 
and almoft barren ; and the other half whereon there are no trees of this defeription, is 
amazingly produdtive, yielding delicious grapes, trees which afford excellent {hade, and 
abounding altogether in charms. One diftrift in particular excels in beauty the whole ; 
this fumifhes a wine of exquifite flavour, called Homer’s wine, from the fpot of its 
growth being deemed either the birth, or burial-place of that poet. 

We joumied along at our leifure, in order the better to notice different fpots extremely 
well populated ; and in the evening flept at a very handfome farm-houfe, called a tour, 
poflibly the'beft in the ifland. It belongs to the Sultanefs-mother, but is hired of her 
by Signior Juftinian, whofe fon entertained us hofpitably through the night. In the 
morning we departed for the town, eroding the plain, about three or four miles in 
extent, and covered with fimilar farms, and a number of the moil delightful gardens. I 
learnt that the inhabitants built thefe houfes as places of refuge from the plague. We 
entered the town by noon. I took up my abode with M. Dupuy, the French conful, 
who expe&ed me, and wiflied to keep me conftantly in his houfe to avoid the danger I 
might incur from fome new editts, which prohibited any foreigner not belonging to a 
nation in alliance with the Porte, either entering or travelling in the countries dependent 
on the Grand Signor. Mindlefs of thefe, however, of which I was well aware before I 
left Italy, I perfifted in my defign of travelling, trufting to good management for lur- 
mounting every danger and difficulty. 

I refided nine or ten days at Scio much gratified. The town is large and handfome, 
that, however, on account of its charming pofition rather than its buildings. I fpeak 
of the fuburbs, where all the Chriftians at prefent refide, none being permitted even 
to enter the caftle, which is that which, previous to its adoption for a fortrefs, was the 
town ; the Turks living in continual miftruft, fince the period that the Tufcan galiies 
attempted to take it by lurprize. The population of the citadel and fuburbs amounts 
to from twenty to twenty-five thoufand fouls. The fortrefs is peopled and guarded by 
native Turks alone. It is reported to be much more elegant, as well in its. ftreets as 
buildings, than the lower town. The ifland is reputed ninety miles in circumference. 
Though this country be fubjedt to the Infidels, as much tranquillity and freedom exifl 
here as in any place whatfoever ; the inhabitants {pending tl^eir time in finging, dancing, 
and gallanting the ladies, not only during the day but through the night, as well in tile 
ftreets till four or five o’clock in the morning ; in Ihort, I palled my time here fo gaily, 

' that had I remained longer 1 fliould have killed myfelf with cxcefs of plcafure. 

Juft ly does Belon deferibe the inhabitants of Scio as ‘courteous and obliging; it is 
impofiible to fpeak too highly of them. Through my friends, and the knowledge I had 
of thgir language, l made numerous acquaintance, and had as much familiarity with the 
ladies as I could defire : they are not only handfome but graceful, although their drefs 
was not to my fancy. It confifts for the head-drefs of a fort of cap, taftefully workqd 
with green, tjlue, and red filk intermixed, which covers the chief part of their hair, and 
mod of their forehead, in a manner certainly deftruefive of the gracefulnefs of the counte- 
nance, and their boddice is fo Ihort that the waift is not where nature has marked it, but 
much higher, fcarcely below their bofom, and going under the Ihoulders, which mu^h 
difguifes the elegance of their fliape. Their lightnels and agility, however, are confpi- 1 

cuous 
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cuous enough, not only in their walking but in dancing, in which they make very pleat- 
ing fteps. Their (hoes are pretty, and fancifully mado of velvet. 

While thus amufed, our veTTel came round to port. Looking out one evening I law 
{he was making ready for fail, and that it was requifite for me to hurry on board, which 
I did, angry with the pilot for depriving me lo foon of fo much entertainment, in exchange 
for expofurc to the mercy of the waves and contrary winds, which prevailed for a week, 
in fuch a degree as to occafion much difficulty in making any good port. During all 
this time 1 only faw the illand of Fgnufi, where we interred one of our crew who died. 
Continuing our courfe, we left Lefbos on the right, and Lemnos and Imbros on the left, 
with Mount Athos, called likewife the holy mountain, in the diflance. At length, on 
Sunday, 3d Augult, early in the morning we anchored under the illand of Tenedos, 
but far from the city, at the mouth of the channel which feparates it from the continent, 
near to Troy. Finding myfelf fo nigh this famous fpot I felt pity powerfully awakened 
in me, and difpatched my faithful fervant Thomas to provide a boat to carry rue on 
fhore, that I might fee the ruins of that famous Troy, 

genus unde Latimim, 

Albanique patres, atque aitae maenia Romse -Ex. lib. i. io. 

After my man had departed, our large vefiel was enabled to get nearer to tke place ; 
and the next day I embarked in the forenoon on board an eight-oared boat, fleered by 
a Turk, with a crew of Greeks, together with Thomas and Lawrence two fervants I 
brought with me from Italy. I then took my leave of my companions on board the 
galleon, for company’s fake taking with me three Caloyers my friends, a Francifcan monk 
of Conflanrinople, and a French merchant, with his fervant, each defirous as well as 
myfelf of beholding the remains of the much celebrated Troy. I had the precaution, 
however, to leave on board the good Tumilk, hermit Brother Andre, to take care of my 
baggage to Conftantinople. He had already travelled feveral times to Jerufalem, and in- 
tending to go thither again was prefenled to me by Cardinal Crefcentio at Priefi, in whofe 
diocefe he dwelt, as one who might be ufeful to me as a faithful and expert companion on 
my voyage. We reached the Ihore in lefs than an hour, which I killed with reverence 
and affection, mindful of our anceltors who came thence, and collected fome final! 
pieces of thefe ancient ruins, which I Hill preferve. I traverfed the country with pleafure, 
and found objects worthy of remark in greater abundance than I fufpefted, from the 
number of modem works conftru&ed on the ruins of the old. 

Ardently curious as I was, I flighted the caution given me by thofe who talked of 
the afl’cmblage of banditti in thefe unfrequented fpots, and travelled for a couple of 
leagues in hopes of meeting with fomewhat curious. Troy from my observations was 
built on the fea-fhore oppofitd to Tenedos, precifely as deferibed by Virgil, between two 
capes, the one now called Cape St. Mary, the other nearer to Conllantinople, the 
Cape of the Janiflaries, which was formerly the port of Sigseum. '1 hefe capes form 
the extremity of the country, called after its ancient name, the Troade. Some miles 
from it Mount Ida ferves as a kind of epaulement to the town, and is viable from fea * 
I recognized it without difficulty at dawn by the words of the poet, * 

Jamque jugis fummse furgebat Lucifer Idse 
Ducebatque diem f . 


* - . Whence rofe our Latin race 

Albanian fires, and Rome’s high towering walls, 
f And now o’er Ida’s fummit, Lucifer 
Riling lead on the mom. 
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jsbout Troy to the mountains Is full of gently Hoping eminenceref no 
hefehV? if Vnai tterreh, but "ahouhds &$c*ib* ftatf "Mbfrcsrs^ pardcolariyvilff tny&e 
that ^produces nothing elfe, I am iatisfisd isowing alone to want of cukttft. No frelh 
water fe jp'-kfe found for nearly a league 'flom the > to»ji, for as to the rirdrs HatiAus' 
aqd Simais,I could not difcover them near^any of thd trthal^ted fpotSj their beds afe ; 
moiblkely a league diftant, as I fhall hereafter “notice. 1 'A little beyon&Ida, a$out two 
days .journey off, is another mountain, called by Belon the Olympus of Phrygia j it did 
not, However, appear to me as reprefented by him, *fo high as Mbunt Genis l’ might, 
however, be deceived by the diftance. , v;AV-; 

I difeovered. a mole of ancient conftru£tion on the fea-fltore, diftinguimed as fuch by 
the pillars round which the cables were fattened to hold fhips ; thefe pillars, which are 
of marble, owing to the corrofive nature of the fea air and the lapfe of time, have Entirely 
loft their poltth. This mole ferved formerly as a rampart to fomc port or dock, at 
prefent nearly filled with fands ; in it a little fait water Hill lodges and formsa kind of marfh 1 
leaving a froth on the circumjacent borders, of which fait is made. I found likewife 
feveral traces of columns, of dimenfions not inferior to thofe of the. Rotunda at Rome. 
Near were two columns thrown down, one of them broken was thirty of iny feet in 
length. Jn different other places I difeovered columns laying on the ground with large 
pieces of marble of different forts, and handfome marble tombs, the blocks fix indies m 
thicknefs, poflibly the retting places of the brave warriors who died in defence of Troy. 
I faw likewife art aqueduft large enough to allow of a man walking ereft. This I 
judged to be rather a fewer than a conduit for pure water, it being pretty deep in the 
ground, and ftrctching towards the fea, level with the waves. I noticed another alfo of 
jftmilar ftru&ure, but of greater fize, being large enough to allow of a coach being 
driven in it, and when I entered its mouth I took it for a bridge j it was, however, 
neither a bndge nor an aqueduft ; it is ftated to project confiderably in land, and may 
poflibly be that fubterraneous paflage by which Andromache patted, deferibed lib. ii. 
458 et feq. of the JEneid — 

et pervius ufus 

Tcftorum inter fe Priami, poftefque reli&i 
A tergo ; infelix qua fe, dum regna manebant, 

Ssepius Andromache ferre incomitata folebat, 

Adfoceros, et avo puerum Aftyana&atrahebat*. 

The fucceflive ruins alfo of numerous large houfes, towers, and temples, are Hill 
to be feen, among which I recognized fome remarks noticed by Belon and others* 
which 1 imagine he had not feen, as well as two Latin inscriptions, that I obferved 
minutely, not mentioned by that author, which evidently eftablilh the faft of this city 
having been rebuilt and repeopled by the Roman Emperors. A mile and a half from 
this fpot I difeovered a palace which may be that of Ilium, or, as believed by the inhabi- 
tants of the country, of more modem llrufture. It was, however, certainly fome royal 
palace or fortrefs, the walls being all of marble, and frf>m 25 to 30 palms in thicknefs, 
the porticoes and towers large, and every thing correfponding with the abode of majefty. 
JBelon fpeaks of the remains of a large tower, which, as he imagined, ferved for a light 

■ ■ and a gallery 

Between the tents of Priam and the walls * 

By which, while yet the empire flood, ofttimes 
The unfortunate Andromache was wont 
Without attendants, to rejoin htr friends 
And lead Aftyanax to fee his fire. 
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ihanobe-of thofe d^ejrrtsb^t of btackllone, 'tb> frequently mentioned by Belowt*! taxed 
of.thewniterit cpfitiuned anqtfowAdit p>o& $sjd coqI. The whole of the ground^if^i^is 
the <iify ftabd, if one may jwlge b^ tts ffeofeiJhis, occupied a fp$lce of (everad wiles m 
oiroamfererit^«^^i^'uft ha*e contained an immenfe number of inhabftaius. :• A^the’ '. 
fight of thefe on reflefHon that the fpdt beftrewed with them wa^ once Covered 

wth foagnifie^iltaets and fuperb palaqes; ; jhat a frightful iolitude now rfeigns, where 
the; bufy hutn of tnen Was heard ; and that in lieu of gardens and well-tilled fields one 
fee* bij£ a frightful and barren wildemefs ; the mind is opprefled with melancholy,” 
and contemplates with pain the vanity of human purfuits, the nullity of human 
grandeur. . " 

Kight now was drawing on ; and finished with what I had feen on this fhbre We 
got on board our galley y and witfcrTome difficulty, from the wind bring in our face,' 
reached fhe town of Tenedos by two o’clock in the morning, where 1 flept at the 
ItouTe of a v 6 ry courteous <5reek lady, and in the morning examined the country about, 
which exaftiy cprrefponds with the dkcriptton given of it by Virgil, fave that the town, 
and its territory, is plentifully inhabited ; and that it is a place of trade and great refort 
for flapping. . One thing that appeared to me Angular in the ifland vyas die drefs of 
the Chriftian women, which was fimilar to that of the inhabitants of the Troade, dif- 
fering from that of the European Greeks, and beingreputediy of great antiquity. 

I departed in the evening to go to the two cafUes, but being driven back by con- 
trary wind was detained for two days ; when failing along the more of the Troade I 
met a Greek, who pointed out to me between two hills a valley, through wihich flowed 
among the herbage a dream, which the inhabitants fay is the Xanthus. It is not that 
river which pafles through Lycia but rather the Scamander, for h has its fource in Mount 
Ida, unites with the other dream the Simois, and difcharges itfelf where defcribed into the 
fea, and is the only one in the whole country. It is called by the people the river of 
the Troade, as Ida, the mountain of the Troade. I was defirous of feeing its courfe } 
but the wind, more refolute than myfelf, drove me back to Tenedos, where I waited for 
better weather to the 9 th of Augud, on which day I departed anew, and in about twenty 
hours I arrived at the Cape of JanKTaries, the ancient port of Sigseum, famous for 
the burial of Hecuba, Queen’ of Phrygia, according to Julius Solinus, where I landed to 
obferve the ruins of the cadle or town, noticed by Belon. 

This place at prefent is inhabited by a few Greeks, difperfed over the mountain, having 
their dwellings contiguous to fhe ancient edifices. At the foot of the mountain are fome 
fprings of excellent water. After diligently obferviug every thing worthy of notice I 
embarked, and the fame evening arrived at the fpot where the Xanthus, joined by the 
Simois, difembogues itfelf. Without having feen I' could fcarcely have credited thefe 
rivers being fo ftuall ; they are almod wholly dried up in fummer, and in winter are 
not to be recogdized again from their abundance of water. According to the relations 
of the country people, veffels enter the mouth and proceed ten miles up the river ; and 
I myfelf faw a unp of moderate fixe, faid to have come from anchoring m it. At night 
wrjaid to under the land, and in the morning entered the (height which Teparqtes Europe 
from Afia, where there is as ftrong a tide as at Medina, but differing from that in its 
regular flux and reflux. We had the tide againft us, and found we could make more 
way by. dragging our veffel along the fhore than by ufing oar oars, reaching thus by 
$even in the forenoon Abydos, the birth-place of the unfortunate Leander. Here I 
landed, and dined with a Turk, the vicr-confiri for foreign Franks, who fhewed me 
vol. ix. c great 
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S eat 1 civility. *Hence I faw Seftoa on. the oppofite fide, which 'with Abydos, about 
If a league , apart, are known by the denomination of the two caftles. Here I dif- 
miffed the: galley, and in the evening took a boat to tranfport .me to Gallipoli, where I 
arrived at dawn of day, repofing myfelffor a Ihort time at the houfe of a monk of 
the order* of St. Francis, who afted as vice-conful for all the European nations. The 
monk not being at home, a Greek fervant of his received me and prepared me a bed* 
I flept here till awakened for dinner ; after which I talked about the town*till duik, and 
remained there the whole of the next day, that I might obferve it at leifure. 

It is a large place, and extremely well peopled ; its houfes are built low* in the Turkilh 
manner, without any windows looking on the ftreets, the materials of which they. are 
built being only earth and wood. In the trading- ftreets, which are numerous, the 
houfes have a number of fmall windows, like thofein the roofs of ours in Italy, to admit 
light and refrefhing air, and extremely requifite in fo hot a climate. At Gallipoli I 
took another boat to reach Conftantinople, flopping at various places on the way, as we 
coafted along the fhores of Thrace, to notice any thing worthy remark. We palled 
by feveral towns and villages, which we difcemed without approaching them as we 
failed pleafantly up the channel. The names of thefe were Aradila, Miriofito, a fmall 
town, and Rodofto, oppofite to which we laid to during the. night, diftinguilhing its 
houfes and lights. The other places at which we landed were the city of Periftafi 
Chora, an archi/epifcopal fee, where I dined atjthe palace of the Archbifhop of Heracleum. 
The city comprifes ruins of handfome buildings, bearing infcriptiansj which I copied } 
and what appears Angular to me, in pofleffion of a Greek Caloyer, l was fhewa a book 
upon the ancient decisions of the Rota of Rome. Another day I dined at Siliurea or 
Seliurea, likewife an archiepifcopal fee, where I faw foine churches and modern edifices, 
together with the ruins of others more ancient. 

At length on the 15th of Auguft, Afiumption-day, I arrived at Conftantinople, highly 
delighted with the whole of my voyage, notwithftanding the fatigue I had endured, and 
fuffered but trivially from fea-ficknefs. 

The ftrength of our vefiel difmiflid all apprehenfion from pirates, of which We were 
met with by none, although under fufpicion occafionally at fight of ftrange fails, when 
we prepared for combat, and, as I knew well the ftrength of our {hip, an engagement 
would have been to me an amufement. I met with Signior Crefcentio Crefcentii very 
opportunely, juft before his departure, and had fome converfation with him. I am lucky 
alfo in arriving at a time when the city is nearly free from the plague, it prevailing 
infinitely lefs than laft year, fo little indeed that there is no danger. 

We have in this part an obliging nobleman, Achilles deHarlai Baron de Sanfy,the 
French ambafiador, as learned as he is polite, who infills on my refiding at his hotel, and 
fhews me infinite kindnefs. The air at his abode is delightful and the fociety charming. 

You may if you pleafe write to me under cover to Signior Francefco Crefcentio. 
Remember me with friendlhip Hill, you as well as Sighior Coletta, and may you enjoy 
as much happinefs and content as I do. Humbly and tenderly do I falute you both. 


Our traveller, after refiding fome time at Conftantinople, defcribes his-voyage to Egypt,, 
touching at Co and Rhodes afterwards examining feveral parts of that couig**y 
proceeds to Paleftine, traverfes Syria to Aleppo, jourmesihence to Hamafcus, and acrois 
the dcfart to Bagdad ; as however more recent accounts of the various countries through 
which he paft have appeared, we {hall omit this .part of his work, and accompany 
him to Perfi%;..an? empire little known, and of which his defeription ftill poflefles the 
charm of novelty. : \ 

LETTER 
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■* I AVAIL myfelf of the occafion of fending this exprefs to Italy on matters dreufinefs, 
to communicate to you as fuccinftly as pofiible, a detail of my travels from Babylon to 
this city. 

As I advifed you erf my intention in my letters from Bagdad of the 23d of December, 
ht the Ihft and of the ad of January, in the prefent year, I departed thence on the 4th 
ofrthe laft-mentioned month, in the manner I Ihall deferibe. 

The Perfians now at War with the Turks, having made irruption into the province of 
Bagdad Ihortly before Chfiftnias, and entirely devallated the town of Mendeli, the Bafhaw 
in order to oppofe them,' and prevent the recurrence of fimilar violence, difpatched an 
army againft them, of from feven to eight thoufand men. This ftate of warfare a&ed as 
an interruption to trade to fuch a degree that merchants, efpecially if inhabitants of 
Bagdad, no longer dared to travel for fear of the enemy. However, as Bagdad cannot 
fubfift 'without the pkovifion it 'draws from Perfia, the Bafhaw, notwithstanding the 
great.loffes he had fuftained, ftill not only permitted the intercourfe of caravans, but 
folicked' the departure of the traders, under aflurance of protection, and gave them every 
facility m his power, particularly as the public good was not lefs concerned in this than 
his private mtereft ; the cuftom dues upon Various articles producing him annually 1 
considerable fum. For my part defirous of fetting out on my journey, and fearing 
nothing- from the Perfians, they being in friendfhip with us, I fecretly perfuaded a 
captain of Perfian muleteers then at Bagdad, to obtain a paffport from the Bafhaw 
for himfelf, his people, and whatever merchandize he chofe ; advifing him as abfolutely 
neceflary, to hire one of the Chiaoux of the Bafhaw as an efcort, as far as the frontiers, 
to ad &s a reftraint on the licentioufnefs of the foldiery. 

The captain’s application had ail the fuccefs I could wifh ; and finding myfelf by 
this means, fecure in traverfing the Turkifh territory, I made due preparation for my 
departure. On this occafion, feveral relations and friends of Madame Maani # , my fpoufe, 
vifited us and parted the evening at my houfe, where, as is ufual with them on fimilar 
occafions, they had fires kindled in the court, over which the children amufed themfelves 
in leaping, as is pra&ifed in, Rome on the feftival of St. Peter and St. Paul. This 
ceremony was attended with a Angularity. A number of young ladies of the party 
lighted each a wax candle at thefe fires, which, after carrying till they were tired, 
they placed in fconces, fuffering them to burn throughout the night, and taking efpe- 
cial care to prevent their extinguifhing, as fuch an accident would be deemed ominous 
for her to whom the taper might belong, either foreboding her not getting a hulband, 
or fome fuch misfortune. 

The next day we were on the point of departing*, but, as I had deferibed myfelf to 
be the fonof a Venetian merchant well knbwn in that country, trading to Orinus, and 
the Bafhaw had ‘made find enquiries refpeding- me, indicating fpfpicion, notwkhftan- 
ding the Franks be allowed this commerce, 1 was apprehenfive of meeting with fome 
embarraflinent, or being detained ; therefore, without faying any thing further Crf my 
itfnjitibn, 1 fuffered the muleteers and thofe who accompaniied them to Ieajjte 'the city 
without me, and, as is cUftomary, to repair benfcath the walls of the caftle, and after 

* A Babyhmhm lady, represented by Signriordeila Valle a# a model ofpeVfe&lon, as well for the beauty 
m of her perfon as her acquirements and virtues, to whom he was betrothed at Bagdad, and who accom- 
£ani$dhim through great part of his travels. 
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the cavalcade had been duly infpe&ed by the officers of the cuftoms, underflandiog 
that on the evening of the 4th of January (new ftile) they were about to commence 
their journey, I difpatched, by little at a time, in rite coirne of the day, the greater 
part ofjgy equipage, and in the evening filed off my people by different ftreets of the 
city, j|||tng it myfelf after funfet, without changing my drefa, udder pretence of 
tak&ig art airing on the banks of the Tigris, Without the gates, on a very fine plain, 
I few from fixty to feventy Turks extremely well mounted, belonging to the Balhaw, 
who were amufing themfelves, galloping, croffing each other, darting flicks ; an enter- 
tainment common with them as well as In Spain, called in the latter country* the game 
of canes # j I was much pleafed with their dexterity, flopping fome time to admire 
them, but night drawing on they withdrew from the lifts, and I, after the city-gates 
were dofed, to join my companions; when, by two o'clock In the morning, having 
loaded the mules with our luggage, we efcaped from the Turks with fuen fecrefy, 
that even the Chiaoux who accompanied us knew nothing of our jun&km with me 
caravan. 

We travelled all night long, mounted on mules and horfesof the country, which are 
very fwift ; and whom fpeed we put to the proof, apprehenfive that the Bafliaw 
repent of his civility towards us, and difpatch fome or his people to ftay our pro 
To that by day-break we arrived at the Diala, a river that empties itfelf into toe* 
and which, owing to there being no more than one boat to waft us over, we were Em- 
ployed till noon in croffing. This Diala I deem the ancient Gyndi, which Cyrus, 
angered at the lofs of one of his facred horfes, divided into three hundred and fixty 
channels, according to Herodotus in his Clio, fo that his army forded it on his expe- 
dition againft Babylon. After palling the Diala we encamped on its banks, judging 
ourfetves Efficiently diftant from Bagdad, and remained there till midnight, in the 
neighbourhood of a village called Beherus. At that time the fignal “ to horfe” being 
given, we purfued our courfe as quickly as before. The country from Babylon is flat 
and marlhyin places, chiefly a defart, as cultivated fpots are unfrequent, not owing how- 
ever to the barrennefs of the foil, as was evident from the myriads of wild plants and 
herbs it produced. 

The fixth day of our march we paffed firft a town called Techk ; afterwards another 
denominated a city, on account of its extent ; and again Sheravan, under which the 
Turks from Bagdad were encamped, and where they held council whether they Ihould 
advance, poffibly fearful of inconveniencing the Perfians, but more probably from fear 
of being worftea. We afterwards paffed another town called Harounie, from a certain 
haroun, clofe to which we encamped for the night, but were much troubled by thieves, 
who came gallopping up to rob us as we flept ; many thtis loft part of their property, 
and fomething of little confequence was ftolen from my tent. This, however, being, 
perceived by my painter, he kept watch, and on the thieves coming a fecond time, 
fired and wounded one, which afterwards kept me free from depredation. The next day, 
after paying fome duties, we continued our journey, traveling certain mountains, 
entirely bare, even of the leaf! herbage, afterwards a fimilar plain, and in the evening 
ere&ed our tents under a place called Kizil-rabat, the laft under the dominion of 
Turkey. This part is inhabited and commanded by one Ahmed, or Muhammed. Bey ; 
the chief of a number of Curds, and holds his poffeffions ,in perpetuity of the Grand 
JHgnior, off condition of his protecting the country from the inCurfionsof the Perfians* 

* See a diTcript'oa oftthU amufement in the account of the dtverfiont of the court in Boargoanne’j Pifture 
of Moderu Spam. . • a. ■■ : i 
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% Ctatliftan, or the country of the Curds, feparates Turkey from Perfia, and k* in 
breadth from ten toytwelve days|oMmey, but in length Mrof great extent, ftretching from 
the province of Babylon, or Ghufiftao, to' the Perfian Gulph towards the fouth, and on 
the north above Nineveh, between Armenia and, Media, altnoft to the Euxine. , It is 
a fyroog< country and difficult of accefs, being full of mountains, branching frgpa Modnr 
Taurus, which pervade Aha, arid, terminate as before obferved at the Perfian Gulph, 
as if nature intended it as a natural rampart between two empires ; as now thofeof 
Perfia andT urkey, and formerly tHofe of Rome and the Parthians. The ancient name 
of tbis*x>natryj[ara unable to difeover, or whether it was in old times known under'any 
general denomination. From ita northern extremities iflued the Card uchi, who, as 
related by Xenophon in his admirable book on the wars of Cyrus, annoyed him fo much 
in his retreat aa to oblige him to tread back his fteps. 

The idiom of the people of this country is peculiar to themfelves, differing from that 
of their neighbours, whether Arab, Turk, or Perfian, having, however, moft affinity 
with degenerate Perfian. Many of the people live in tents, apd wander from place 
to place with th«r flocks ; but the chief, the belt informed, and moft refpedtable, dwell 
in towns. They are fubjeCt to different lords, to whom they render homage as vaflals ; 
feme to the Turk and fome to the Perfian, according to their contiguity to the one or 
the, other ; while others again of the moft noble of different degrees of grandeur and 
authority maintain themfelves as independent. Among them, fome fuch as the Prince 
©f Bettis, can bring into the field from ten to twelve thoufand horfe, while others again, 1 
the Beyl have cited for example, can produce fcarcely three thoufand. The more 
powerful do not render homage after the manner of vaflals to their lords with us, buf 
merely profefs to live under the protection of one or other of the two monarchs, and, as 
is common with our petty Princes of Italy, change matters according to circumftances. 
The lefs powerful are not only vaflals, but do not poflefs the right of devolving on their 
children the governments they fill, fadsfied with holding them during their life. Their 
drefs refembles that of the Periians and Turks, but is coarfe. Their women go abroad 
freely unveiled, and converfe familiarly with foreigners as well as natives. Their religion 
is the Mohammedan of the fe£t of Ali or Omar, according as they depend on Perfia or 
Turkey; in their faith however they vary from other Muflulmen, by whom they are 
confidered as heretics, retaining certain fuperftirions peculiar to themfelves. In- ibme 
parts of their province, fuch as in Gezira, a city of Mefopotamia, fituated in an iflartd 
of the Tigris under the government of a Curd, and in the mountains called Tor, by the 
Chaldeans, where to this day the Chaldee tongue is fpoken, the Curds reign indepen- 
dently and with abfolute power. Among thefe people are a number of Chriftians, 
Neftorians, or Jacobites, who fight in the armies of their Princes. But let U6 return 
to Rizil-rabat. We departed thence the 8th of January at day-break, after paying dome 
fmall tribute, and quitting this territory, entered upon- a country formerly iWtue and 
inhabited by the Turks, but entirely wafted by the Perfians in their laft wars with the 
Turks, and made a complete defart : for here it is held, and with reafon, that there can 
fee no fafer rampart againft invafion, than by making a wildernefs of the country bor- 
dering on a kingdom, as the fmall number or- people that can traverfeit at a time,' from 
bring obliged to take provifion with them, can efferi: but little injury ; and the paflage 

3 rendered impracticable to large bodies, who would perHhdn the attempt of hunger. . 
_ ease, where wide defarts fepargte two adjoining kingdoms, the inhabitantiof the fron- 
tiers are much releafed from apprehenfions on account of the enemy. 

The iiune day we forded a river of confiderable breadth and difficult topafe, notwith- 
ftanding it was near itsfource j . it was the fame river we had eroded before; that is to 
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Cif t the Diala. The following night we pafled in the country, by the fide of a rivulet, 
and on the fucceeding day came to a large place in ruins and abandoned, called Cain 
Shiriri, or the palace of Snirin. Shirinj in the Perfian language, fignifies fweet ; and is 
alfo a proper name for cither man or woman. A Prineefs of this country had that 
appellation, who became the wife of Chojfrou, to whom poffibly this city belonged, and 
whofe amours form the fubjeft of a fine poem, ftill fubfifting. On leaving Cafri Shirin 
we difcovered, in the. evening, a large body of Perfian cavalry, commanded by one 
Cafum Sultan, governor of the frontiers, who had been pillaging and flacking Mendeli. 

I was delighted at feeing them, confidering myfelf now delivered from the Pharifees : 
and the advanced guard, on the look out as I l’uppofe, upon, feeing approached ,us, and 
on my difcovering myfelf as a Chriftian, concealment now being ufelefs, they all flocked 
about, and happy was he who could get neareft me to make tamafcia, that is to fay, 
his remarks on fomething new before his companions, the Perfians being exceedingly 
fond of novelties. They accompanied me for the fpace of fome leagues with much 
'politenefs, converfing in the Turkifh language, which is as much in eflfeem in Perfia 
as the country-tongue itfelf, and continually ufed in converfation at court, in the army, 
and by people of quality, although all the public ads be iffued in the Perfian dialed ; 
the greater part of the nation, even the women, being thus acquainted with both. This 
cuftom arifes from the kizilbafhi, or the chief foldiery, which are numerous, and even 
moft of the nobles in the country being originally Turks, who have preserved their 
native language«in its genuine purity, and being more mafculine and nervous, it is ufed 
even by the King, the Perfian being a foft and tender language, bell fitted for the fair 
fex and poetry. 

Thefe Perfian cavaliers had no other arms than bows and arrows, and a curved fcy- 
miter, fuch as was deemed by Xenophon, an experienced captain and good foldier, the 
belt adapteJ'for cavalry. By their not having any other arms, I conjedured them to be 
a light company, feeing they are not deftitute in the main army of lances, match-firelocks, 
and other instruments of war. They, however, all fight on horfeback ; theilr horfes are 
fmall, hardy, made as well for fwiftnefs as fatigue, and require little food. We {hewed 
them, among other things, cur arms, and excited much furprize by the celerity and eafe 
with which we managed our mufkets with fpring locks, which they much admired ; icon- 
felling that with fuch weapons we Ihould be a match for four times our number of 
them. Taking their leave at length they continued their road, while for our part, to 
benefit by the water, we pafled the night on a fpot contiguous to the fame river we had 
crofTed, and feveral inhabited villages ; whence the Curds, both men and women, 
reforted to our camp, loaded with provifion of different kinds, which we purchafed, 
fuch as milk and piftachio nuts, with the fhell yet green,., quantities of which grow in 
Curdiftan, and other fimilar articles. 

On the tenth day we had to pafs fome fmall mountains, in order to obtain forage 
for our cattle ; and in the evening arrived near a fmaH ftream called Tenghi Imaun, 
below, a town belonging to the Curds, called Tenghi Conaghl, that is to fay, a frefh 
refting-place, where we pafled the night. Here it was I metamorphofed»myfelf, leaving 
my Syrian to aflume the Perfian coftume; and deft ro us of being deficient in nothing, 
I fent for a barrber from the village, who with much ceremony, curtailed me of my long 
and famous beard a la Turque , which with great inconvenience 1 had fuffered to grpw 
ever fince I left Conftantinople, having my face and chin" clear, and preferving my 
whifkers alone on the upper lip, as worn by the King of Pertia, In fhort>, .1 was io 
much transfigured that fuch ac knew me in Turkey would have had difficulty, in recog. 
nizing me. Madame Maani, however, who knew nothing of my intention, upon 
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feeing me; was angry in extreme, at the little regard I ,had for my chuff Ornament. I 
did all I con Id to a^peafe her, and at length fucceeded, telling her how neceflkry it 
was to accommodate onefelf to the ufages of the country through which we travelled; 
and that /he muft be prepared to fee me in Italy under a ftill more fantaftic appearance, 
with a beard, which properly might be termed of a goatifh fafhion. In this garb I mean to 
have my likenefs taken, which for your amufement I will either fend. or bring back with 
me to Italy* in Jenghi Conaghi it fnowed and rained during the whole of the night, 
for the firft time during our progrels ; the cold however was fupportable. 

On the eleventh day it was late before we fet off, having waited to dry our tents, 
which, hardened and frozen during the fall of fnow, were difficult to fold, we notwith- 
ftanding reached betimes the foot of a high mountain which we had to pafs, near a caftle 
called Lefhiver, newly conftru&ed on that fpot for the fecurity of the frontier in which 
the Cafumfultan, before noticed, refided at the time, with about five hundred of his 
foldiers, the refidue being difperfed in different places on the confines. We refted here 
the whole of the twelfth day, as well to give repofe to our cattle before we eroded the 
mountains, as becaufe it is a common pra&ice for the caravans to halt here fome time, 
and make a prefent to the Sultan, to whom not only many towns and villages are fub- 
\t*St but likewife a number of Curds, who wander about the mountains. Here, for two 
nights, we endured much from extreme cold, accompanied by a furious wind, which 
rendered the tent-pegs and cords for faftening them almoft ufelefs. On the fucceeding 
day we eroded the mountain, entirely covered with fnow, by which we were much 
incommoded all the way to Hifpahan, not, indeed, by that which fell from the clouds, 
but wluit had already fallen on the road. Its fhining white much affefting the eyes, 
we had recourfe to an expedient adopted on a fimilar occafion by Xenophon, covering 
them with a black crape, which ferved in fome meafure as a prote&ion. 

We took refuge early in the evening in a fheltered fpot in the mountains* where we 
had the good fortune of meeting with an uncovered portion of ground on which to pitch 
our tents, and deep in the day. Near this place among the precipices was a frnall town 
inhabited by Curds, called Kieren, whence a number repaired to our caravan, accord- 
ing to cuftom, with a quantity of provifions. Madame Maani was curious of feeing 
their *houfes ; and as they appeared to be at no great diftance, we went thither on 
foot, accompanied by Tome of thofe females of the country, who had vifited u$ with 
their merchandize. We arrived there at night, and a civil man having inftructed us 
that a certain Kanum Sultan, the lady of the place and feveral other circumjacent 
villages, was in the town, Madame Maani wifhed to pay her a vifit. The fame perfon 
who happened to be theftewardof her houfe, led us thither; where we were received with 
the greateft kindnefs imaginable, Madame Maani by the Kanum Sultan, and myfelf by 
her brother, her hufband being abfent on fome employ, to which he had been appointed 
by the King. We were defirous, as it was late, of taking our leave, but this they 
would not allow, ere we had prsvioufly fupped ; when the women by themfelves, we 
meh in a feparate apartment, were regaled with different viands. The bread, I 
remarked, throughout all Gurdiftan and frequently in Perfia, was light and excellent, 
confifting of flat cakes, very white and well baked : the hands fcrVed, however, in lfeu 
of either fpoons, knives, or forks, according to the cuftom of Perfia. The meat was not of 
the^eft quality ; but the friendly manner in which we were treated, and the extreme 
urbanity of our hofts, made it a feaft for Sardanapalus or Heliodorus. Nor did their 
civility finifh here ; after receiving theliandfomeft compliments on o Ur departure from the 
Kanum Sultan, on which occafion her brother interpreted theCurd language into TurkHh, 

> h£ abfolutely infifted on accompanying us back, together with fome of his fervanrs. 

Madame 
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Madame thefe font to the Kanum Sultan in return a bafin full of fruit and 

fweetmeatsor various kinds, and f ather little articles not to be met witjji in thdfe countries 
together with a profusion of perfumes and fcented powders. < 

On Saturday, the fourteenth day of our journey, after having fcaled a very irkfome 
mountain, we encamped in a beautiful and fpacious meadow, furrounded by feveral 
fmall lulls divided from each other, rifing m various quarters, and forming one of the 
pleafanteft profpe&s I remember to have ever feen. The neareft town, whish was on the 
iumniit of the loweft mountain, whence rolled a confiderable dream, was called Haroun- 
abad, that is to fay, the colony of Haroun, called otherwife by corruption Harinava. 
On the fallowing Sunday we fet off, according to cuflom, more than three hours before 
dawn, and notwithftandmg the quantity of fnow with which we were altnoft conftantly 
loaded, we travelled over a confiderable fpace, not halting even at a fpot where the 
caravans ufually do, but proceeding much farther to a fmall rivulet near a village called 
Mahidefer. On the Monday, for us a very unpleafant day, on account of the fnow 
• continually falling, accompanied by wind and rain, we took up our lodging in a fmall 
town built on a bridge, under which a river hows, called Kara Sou, or black water : the 
place being called in Perfian Puly Shah, and in Turkilh Shah-kioprefi, words of fimilar 
import, fignifying the King’s bridge. Unwilling to repofe on this occafion under our 
tents, we had an opportunity of afcejtaining the kindnefs and obliging manners of the 
inhabitants of Curdiftan, being treated by our hofl with every thing comfortable in an 
'apartment kept'pleafantly warm by a large fire. 

I noticed here one matter which 1 deem worthy of mention, not as regarding Curdi- 
ftan alone, but the whole of Perfia, even in the moil confiderable houfes. They kindle 
their fires, not under a chimney, as is ufual with us in fire-places, but in a kind of oven 
called tinnor, about two palms from the ground, formed of a vafe of burnt clay, in 
which they fdace burning coals, charcoal, or other combuftible matter, which quickly 
lights. After this, they place a plank over the oven in ftiape of a fmall table,, which 
they cover entirely, fpreading over it a large cloth which extends on all*fides to the 
ground, over a part of the floor of >the chamber. By this contrivance the heat being 
prevented diffufing itfelf all at *.Ace, it is communicated infenfibly, and fo pleafantly 
throughout the whole apartment, that it cannot be better compared than to the effect elf 
a ftovc. Perfons at their meals, or in converfation, and fome even fleeping lay on the 
carpets round this fmall table, fupporting themfelves againft the walls of the apartment 
on cufhions kept for the purpoie, which likewife ferve for feats in this country, the 
tinnor being fo placed as to be equally diftant from the fides of the room ; by this 
means, thole to whom the cold is not unpleafant put their legs only under the cloth, 
others who feel it more fenfibly their hands and the reft of their body ; fo that a mild 
and penetrating warmth diffufes itfelf agreeably over the whole body without any 
injury to the head, as I have repeatedly experienced. Of the excellence of this 
contrivance I am fo fully perfuaded, that 1 am refolved on adopting it when I fhall 
return to Italy. Thofe who feel no neceflity for additional warmth, or who are fuffi- 
ciently warmed, by throwing afide the cloth, feel no other temperature ‘than that of the, 
apartment itfelf, which is hfcatgd to a pleafant degree. The fmoak from the coals is 
conveyed by means of a pipe from the oven under ground, and by means of another 
communicating with the grated bottom of the fire, it is fupplied with air. ' In certain 
parts %herd nicety is lefs regarded than in great houfes, fiich as the villages of Curdi- 
ftan, they cook their meat at and bake their calces on R flat fheet of iron laid over the tenndr 
ip httle more than an inftant of time, la other parts, where the bread is made thicker* 
they ufe oveas. 
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On Ttiefday the 17th of January,* as is ufual at this period, we were much mcom- 
moded by extremely cold winds, accompanied by fro ft: and fnow. We hoped to pais 
the night of this clay at a caravanferai, that is to fay, the palace of the caravan, anfwer- 
ing to a khafe in Arabic, fifuated a long day’s journey before us, and about it a number 
of finall houfcs have latterly been conftru&cd ; this place is called Sker-neu, or New 
Town. We reckoned, 1 fay, on fleeping at this caravanferai, but on arrival found 
not only th» whole place, but likewile all the furrounding villages occupied by a cara- 
van, confiding of two thouland file hundred camels ; the number of people travelling 
with it was fo prodigious, that notwilhltanding every houfe was filled, many were con- 
drained to lodge beneath their tents. Seeing this, we no longer loft any time, but 
encamped on a fpot where there was lead fnow, and that molt trodden. We lighted 
fires, but found it impoflible to fleep, owing to the cold and the wind, which threatened 
not only to blow down our tents, but even to carry away our beds and bedding. Nell 
icb dur, however, as the Turks fay, this is a trijle ; inconvenience pad is forgot. Our 
fufferings were great, but, whether owing to the excellence of the air, or other caufes, 
notwith (landing I was frequently expofed without covering to a humid atmofpherc, the 
cold and the fnow, for a length of time together, I felt not the lead injury in confe- 
quence ; being even lefs fubjett to colds than 1 was wont in Italy, where a fimilar expo- 
fure would a du redly have brought me to death’s door. Yet why do I fpeak of myfelf ; 
a man who, although of weak habit, am inured to hard (hips ; even m^ Maani, a young 
and delicate lady, brought up in a warm country, with inch tendernefs that the wind 
was never differed to “ vifit her face too roughly my JVIaani bore with the cold, 
bore with the comfbrtlefs damps, and was not ill in conlcquence. Here, however, I 
mud make a remark. Generally, notwithfhmding my head has been fliaved, I have 
been accudomed to deep without any cap ; in confequcnce of the cold I was induced 
to wear a napkin fadened round my head, by V'hich I became afflicted with a catarrh 
that laded until I laid afidc my napkin. This I deem the more fingular, from my con- 
dantly wearing a turban during the day, and my fleeping booted and in my clothes, well 
covered, at night. 

We quitted Sker-neu on Wednefday, having as long a journey to make as on the 
preceding day, but with more favourable weather, it ceafing to fnow. We reached 
Sehenay, or Sahanay, in the evening, a large town inhabited promifeuoufly by Perfians 
and Curds ; where, it being of extent, we found accommodation in the houfe of fome 
Perfian ladies who fpoke the Turkifh language; and, in order to reft our horfes, 
extremely fatigued by their marching through the- fnow, we halted here the whole of 
Thurfday. This place is the extremity of Curdidan and the beginning of Perfia, at 
lead, if the general ufe of the Perfian language be the criterion ; any other I could 
not difeover, finding none capable of pointing out to me diltindiv the borders ; for here 
the people are ufed to call each province by the name of the actual governor ; as in 
Turkey, on the contrary, a nobleman is called *by the name of the city over which 
he prefides. 

5 The Friday following we took up our abode at a large town called Kienghiever. 
Here I began to obferve the great fuperiority of Perfia over Turkey, as well in the 
good difpofition as the number of its inhabitants ; the excellent culture of the lands ; 
af d numerous other circpmftances, in which Perfia is little inferior to Chridendfom. 
We no longer now had any occafion to pitch our tents, finding every where caravanferai, 
built either by different Kings or individuals. The accommodation they afford is gra- 
tuitous ; it is only (belter : fome of thefe inns have apartments, while others have only 
. piazzas, with which the people of the country are fatisfied. For my part, defirous of 
vol. ix. d comfort 
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comfort and neatnefs, I always avoided them, lodging when poflible in private houfes, in 
which I was more at my eafe, for*a trifle of extra expence. In Kienghievfcr we found a 
very neat and handfome houfe, and were provided with many different form of fruit, 
fuch as pomegranates, apples, and frefh grapes ; a matter which exceedingly furprifed 
me in fo cold a country, then almoft wholly buried in fnow. Saturday we travelled a 
great way, commencing our journey at midnight ; and, after palling through numerous 
villages, halted at a large town called Saad-abad, or the colony of Saad. This was the 
native place of our muleteers, to pi cafe whom, notwithltanding we were impatient to 
be gone, we were obliged to remain for three days, lodging in their houfes. On Wed- 
nesday the 25th of January, we afeended a very high mountain, defeending with great 
facility owing to the excellence of the road, notwithltanding it was covered with a 
quantity of fnow. We afterwards paffed feveral other villages, arriving at night at a 
town called Zaga, orZagan, and the next day by noon reached Hamadan, where our 
caravan finifhed its courfe, the muleteers being engaged to conduct us no farther. Here 
I hired a houfc, and remained for feveral days, as well to make my oblervations on the 
city, as to lay in neccffaries for the remainder of our journey. 

Hamadan is a very large and well populated city, and one the molt frequented of any 
in Perfia. Its buildings are rufiic, as well as the drefs of its inhabitants. Its gardens, 
however, of which there are a number interfperfed among the houfes and in the public 
fquares, are ornamental, nor is the vine a Itrangcr ; the Perfians, notwithltanding they 
Be Mahommedans, drinking freely and without fcruple of its exhilirating juice. In this 
city merchandize of every description is to be found, whether of provifion or for cloath- 
ing, and all theftreets in which thefe are fold, called bazars, are arched over, a common 
pra&ice throughout Perfia. We met with great quantities of fruit here, with many kinds 
of which we regaled ourfelves, fuch as apples, pomegranat es, grapes, and the like ; this to 
me was furpnfing, feeing the cold was fo intenfe that liquors froze even in our cham- 
bers. Hamadan is the refidence of a Khan, to whom feveral Sultans are fubordinate, as 
well as a number of circumjacent villages : the nature of thefe diftinftions I fhall explain 
as I proceed. We met with great civilities in this city, and were waited upon on the very 
evening of our arrival by the Daroga, or governor, who commands in the abfencc of 
the Khan, the latter being with the army. Thinking to entertain me, he brought 
with himfome wo men- li n gers, but as I was extremely fatigued, and had already retired 
to the ladies, more difpofed for fleep than diverfion, I deputed one of my people to repre- 
fent me, and Hale that I was imiifpofed ; he doing the honours at a collation prefented 
according to the cultom of the country. 

This was not, however, the only inftancc of politenefs : ftraw and oats being fo fcarce 
here as fometimes not to be had for money, Scheich Ahm<?d Bey, one of the principal 
inhabitants, a perlbn I had even never heard of, lent me a prefent of thefe articles for 
my horfes. On another occafion he invited me, with Madame Maani and her ladies, to 
dine with him. Here, however, it is* fit I fhould make af remark. 

The Perfians, who are extremely liberal of prefenrs, expert a return of at leaf! an 
equivalent value. I am told even that where their courtely has not been followed by 
fueffan acknowlegemeiit, they have been hurt even to tears, and required reftoration. 

I {hall give you a defeription of the entertainment afforded us, which, as all are con- 
ducted with the fame ceremony, even thofe given by the King, will ferve as a geneml 
pi&ure of their cuftoms and forms on fuch occafions. In the fxrfl place, Ahmed Bey 
fent a horfe elegantly caparifoned for Madame Maani, which fhe mounted after the 
faftiion of the country, fitting aftride, but in her Babylonian drefs ; the fervant who 
brought leading the horfe, (fuch being the mode in this city) and fomc of her waiting- , 
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women if* her fuitc on foot. Wc followed her fhortly after, and, on our arrival, were 
met in the court by the mailer of the houfe, who intBodficed us into an apartment on 
the ground-floor, their houfes being built wholly of one (lory to prevent the labour of 
an afcent. The apartments, however, do not as with us communicate one with another, 
but each has a feparatc entrance. Each houfe has a diiljnd room for each purpofe ; a 
hall for reception of vifitors, a fleeping room, another for ftoring provifiens, and feveral 
for the mafttg' and women, thofc of the miftrefl.es apart from the fervants*. The apart- 
ment into which vve were introduced was fquare and Email, covered with a carpet, the 
walls white and unadorned, the roof a dome of a capricious fancy, ornamented with 
Arabefk paintings. It was heated not by an oven, after the manner of the Curds, but 
by a fire-place, around which, dole to the walls, thofe were feated who had been invited, 
and had arrived before rne. Of the number was the Daroga, whofe name was Nazay 
Bey, near to whom, as the moll honourable place, 1 was feated with two of my people, 
that is to fay, Alexander and the painter. There were there three female mufleians 
with inftruments. One of thefe had feveral firings, but bore no refcmblancc ro our 
lutes or guitars ; others were tambourines of a larger fize, more melodious, and better 
made than thofe which are ufed by young ladies in Italy. Thefe finging-women are 
very amufing, and on funilar occalions are hired to divert company ; one of them, 
called Fill'll, (an Arabic word fignifying pepper,) ^vas much careffed and treated with 
great civility, notwithftanding (he was both old and ugly, merely on account of her 
being one of thofe who occafionally appeared before the King. The fltior of the roonf 
was covered in many parts with fruit, fuch as pomegranates, pears, grapes, chick-peas 
falted, of which they keep good (lores, piftachio-nuts, and the like, of which the guefts 
ate when they pleafed. They were feated on their legs in the middle of the chamber 
between (he various dilhes, while tw'o young pages, apparently (laves, furrounded by 
bottles of wine, were employed in filling certain filvercups, in the lhape of thofe fpoons 
with which one eats foup, but fmallcr, and prefenting them round to the company 
without any falver. The two cups, one on each fide, changed hands i nee (Tandy, but 
in regular order going about, fo that the laft having finilhed, the firft received it again. 
Yet, notwithftanding the number of thefe Sipo, I doubt if the quantity drank was fo 
nun'll as is taken by a Fleming or a German at a fing'le meal, particularly as I noticed 
none furprifed with wine. 

As for me, who drink none, as they knew, I was exculed, only once taking coffee, 
to which I am very partial, particularly when very warm. According to the religious 
cuilom of the Perfians, which perfectly agrees with the defeription in holy writ of the 
freedom enjoyed at the banquets of Ahafuerus, none were entreated to drink againft *■ 
their inclination, as is ufual «in northern countries, but when fatiated, each paffes the 
cup. This batch of drinking and eating fruit continually was very irkfome to me, but 
much more fo the cuftom of fitting crofs-leggcd upon our heels, which, however, is 
indifpenfible, extending the icg^ being confidered an intolerable mark of incivility ; add 
to this, the filence maintained was far from agreeable to me; no other converfatioa 
palling at thefe feafts than in whifpers with thofe immediately near to you. The female 
mulicians, however, confoled me in a degree ; thefe lung various airs in the PerTian 
language, as well fitting as dancing, and accompanying their voice with their inftru- 
iTujnts in a very pleafing manner. Their dances, which arc voluptuous, lefs fo, indeed, 
thin thofe of the Egyptians, much refemble the volcros of the Spaniards, but their 
gefticulations with the arms appeared to me void of grace ; and their uncouth drefs, 
•which is very tight and faftened by a band which goes under their haunches, was ill 
adapted for the difplay of their harlequinifm. I did not comprehend their fongs, as I 
*am yet a novice in the Perfian, the language in which they fung. 1 diftingufthed, how- 
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ever, the frequent occurrence of Shah Abbas, the name of the Xing, and Conceived 
thence that thty were eulogies of ‘that Prince, who, indeed, is held in (Inch veneration by 
his fubjefts that they fwear by his name ; and when they wifh you well, frequently 
exclaim in.Turkifh, Shah Abbas murandi vir sun ; “ May Abbas the King be kind to 
you anfworing to our GocWklefe you. 

Thefe diverfions, and the collation, lafted till the beginning of night, when, inftead of 
fweetmeats being handed round, as is cuftomary at a royal or princely entertainment, 
the wine and fruit was difplaced. A fola was then fpread on the ground, that is to lay, 
a large painted cloth, which covered the whole of the floor. On this two fervams 
kneeling, handed round in order to the different guefts feated near the walls of the 
room eight large difhes of pilUo, made of rice and meat, each of different flavour and 
varioufly feaibned. Upon the cloth, indifferent places, feveral large flat cakes are laid 
pyramidically between the difhes, thefervants waiting on the guefts, who were fo feated 
in the midlt of the difhes, as that without change of place three or four could commo- 
dioully help himfelf from each difh. They ufe no napkins, but in lieu wipe their hands 
on large handkerchiefs of painted linen, embroidered with fi Ik or gold, iufpended from 
the waift. In this inftance the Perfians are lefs nice than the Turks, but fo prevalent 
is this cuftom, that it is followed even by the King. Some wooden fpoons were placed, 
however none but we Europeans ufed them, the Perfians always ufing their fingers and 
hand alone in eating, curving their fingers dexteroufly to ferve as fpoons ; a practice 
which to us feemed indelicate and coarfe. 

After the pillio was removed, water was ferved for wafhing the hands, which they ufe 
warm in fummer as well as winter, to clean the hands the better ; they font likewife to 
our fervants who were at home feme difhes of the pillio, which had not been touched, 
faying it was but right they fhould participate in the feaft. 

While thus regaled the ladies were entertained in a feparate apartment, and the 
fmging-women who ate with us repaired to them at intervals to divert them ; for, not- 
withftaneling thefe females be of very loofe morals, they yet are admitted as a&reffes 
into the foc»ety of ladies for their diverfion. The feaft being ended, the guefts retired. 

I was one of the laft to depart. It was late, and night had fet in ; and, when abogt to 
leave, the mafter of the houfe not only offered to conduft me home with all his fer- 
vants, but even wifhed to prefent me with feveral very handfome horfes, and many 
other things, which, however, with much gratitude l declined. I omitted to date to 
you, that injhe morning before I paid him avifit, not being ignorant of the ulage of 
jper fra, as tin acknowledgment for his prefent to me, I lent him a packet of nick-nacks 
v from Italy, partly eatables, and part ornaments ; neither did 1 forget the Daroga. 

Perfia is every where inhabited, and on its roads travelling is unaccompanied with any 
danger ; this kingdom, unlike Turkey, being entirely free from highway robberies, 
the diftri&s being made refponfible for the fecurity of travellers pafling through them. 
On this account, being tired of the taravans, I reiblvedon travelling by myfelf. How- 
ever, before my departure, as it got wind, feveral perfbns determined on accompanying 
me, but each travelled as he lifted. For me, I gave orders not to hurry away fo foon 
in the morning, defirous of enjoying fleep tiU fun-rife. 

After pafling the whole of the day in packing and weighing my baggage, the charge 
for its tranfport being according to weight ; fatisficd with having begun our jounfey, 
after travelling for an hour, 1 ftopt. at a town or village called (Jaurlin, or the land of 
Gucbres, where I palled the night in the apartments of a very large fpacious caravan- 
ferai. Orientals, whether they travel, or are on their way to join tile army under a 
chief, never make much progrefs the firft day ; in order that everyone may c ,mino 
dioufly join the body at the appointed place, as well m that, if any thing fhould have 
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been forgot, or be wanted, time maybe afforded to obtain it ; an ancient cuftom $rac- 
tifed by Cyrus, as Related by Xenophon. . 

On Saturday I lodged at the caravanferai of a fmall village, and on Sunday noticed 
an immenfe number of farms j on one of which was a royal ftud confifting of five thoufand 
horfes. We took up our abode at night in the houfe o£.a nobleman, in a large town 
called Dizava, but fpelled Diz-abad, fignifying the colony of Diz. On Monday I 
reached Sari*, a large town, {topping at a private houfe. I obferved here, as well as in 
other towns of Perfia, that the doors of the houfes were very fmall, and of marble, 
which open and clofe in the fame manner as thofe of the fepulchres of the Kings of Jeru- 
falem : they are, however, of rather clumfy conftru&ion. Tuefday I remained all day 
at Saru, to fuller thofe who accompanied me to go before, on account of the inconve- 
nience I experienced from their arriving at the various places before me, owing to their 
monopolizing the oats for their cattle. Wednelday I made a very Ihort journey, 
flopping at a fmall village called Eibeig-abad, where the hoftefs, in fpite of my incli- 
nation for fleep, was abfolutely refolved on diverting me till midnight wnh mufic, fongs, 
and dances, by a woman with little to recommend her, being dirty in herfelf and her voice 
cracked and hoarfe, and fome little boys who difplayed much fade and gracefulnefs. 
One of them among the reft, dreft to fuit the fubject, danced and lung in chara&er 
of a woman in labour, and was fo diverting as alrnoft to kill us with laughter. On 
Thurfday we arrived in the evening at a capital houfe, in a large town, called Shch- 
rackird. On Friday at Enghevun, a word fignifying, a place for carets, there being 
here a conliderable manufactory of that article. We received repeated vifits here, and 
were continually amufed witli the convocation of very handfome women, but in particular 
that of a Kanum aga, fo civil and fo agreeable, that at her inftanccs we were induced 
to remain here the whole of the next day, {he inviting Mad. Maani to take a bath, 
and {hewing her every kindnefs imaginable. In the mean time there was no<vant of mufic, 
tinging, and dancing, in the houfe. 

On Sunday we crofted a mountain very tirefomc to pafs, owing to the rapidity of 
the acclivity, and the depth of litow, and in the evening reached Charavend, a large 
town, in which we met with plealant fociety, and were vilited by ladies of great beauty. 
On Monday, after a long and tedious journey, we halted at Gul-paigan, where we 
arrived late in the evening. This city refembles Ilamad an, but is fmaller ; its name 
fignifies a ftiealh for the roots of roles: we palled entirely through the middle of the 
city, from one extremity to the other, night not having yet fet in, and took up our 
lodging in a caravanferai, not yet entirely complete, but of elegant ftrudure. We 
were but ill-accommodated here ; however, not finding any provilion in the place, and 
being without means of obtaining any from without on account of the latenefs of 
the hour. Tuelday we arrived at Onifcion, where we palled the night at the houfe 
of fome very civil, beautiful, and gallant ladies, one of whom called Aga bibice, bit- 
terly bewailed her hard fortune in being united to ahuiband, too far advanced in years, 
arid was io mehmcholy as much to excite my companion. Our muleteers, who now 
were near thdir home, in order that they might ptty it a vilit, pretending their guttle 
were fatigued and required changing, left us, with a pronfilc of returning Ihortly. 
They delayed their return, however, till Friday afternoon: in confequence, notwilhitand- 
iijg it was late, I ordered, the mules to be laden, and to punifli tliem, took up abode 
in a wretched caravanferai at the extremity of the village, but at fome ’diftance Irmn 
where we wire. On Saturday by night we reached a caftle, fituated on a high and 
rugged rock, of very difficult accels. It has, I learnt, two different names, Rr.hmet- 
abad and Khiunciran : but finding a more convenient lodging, werefted at a bath in a 
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room under a fmall dome, where fuch as chofe to bathe undrefs and drefs them* 
felves. 

In the evening at leaft five-and-twenty females, led by the lady of tne governor of the 
caftle, came to make tamafeia. The curidlity of the Perfians is indeed furprizing, yet not 
lefs fo their hofpitality, which, kftill the lame as related by Philoftratus, in his life of Apol- 
lonius. Even with the King iris enough you Ihould declare younelfa foreign traveller. 
A certain Auguftin monk, refident at this court for the court of Spain, related to me, that 
the King one day giving an entertainment to a Prince o f Tartary, who had lately arrived 
there, and cuftotn making requifite he Ihould pull off the ooots he wore, on walking on the 
carpets with which the floors are covered, the fer van; , were dire Co d to pull off his boots ; 
but as he could not eafily fupport himfelf on one leg, while tii. v pulled tie boot from the 
other, the King himfelf held him tin on the occuion , and noticing the Portugueze monk, 
who was prefent, to appear fui pnneu at iiiscondefccnfion, as well as others, who were by, 
he looked at him with a fntile, and being of extreme ready wit, made ufe of a proverb of the 
country, which, however, is taken from Ilomer: Metrimanez choda: — aguell, a man 
from God. 

To return to my travels. On Sunday the jqth of February, we arrived in the eve- 
ning at a fpot fo well peopled as to deferve rather the name of a aiv than a town or 
village, called Dehhc, or Deha, and parted the night in a very n -at . nay, elegant apart - 
man. On Monday we flept at an old caravanferai almofl in ruins, in midji of a coun- 
try deferted on account of the unwholelbmenels of its water.; the name of this canton 
is Alci. On Tuelday we made a long day’s journey through a fimih.r country, repof- 
ing at a caravanferai as miferable as that of the preceding evening, at a place called 
Chialifiah. Here I found a lervant difpatchcd to me by the C '.aruivhtc Iriar-g who had 
waited for me there for three days. Thole friars refide at Ililpahan on the part of Mis 
Holincfs, andy in confcquence, are highly relpeded by the King ; and, as 1 had advifed 
them by letter of my intention ol feeing them fhortly, they inlurmed me by tin's exprels 
of what had taken place between them and <- ■ of the king’s miuifters, r. ft dent in Hif- 
pahan as Vizier. They, as well as feveral others, had informed him of iny arrival; 
and knowing that I came in quality of the King’s viiitor, being fo perfuaded by the 
friars, and, moreover, that I was a Roman, and Beigzade or noble, he determined 
on fetting out to meet me, and pacing me the firli vifit at my houfe, in which he would 
not fail to be copied by the principal perfons of the city ; but he was diffuaded from 
his intention by the good fathers, at my requeft, who represented to him that I con- 
ftdered I fhoutd be wanting in the rel’pecl due to fo great a King, in making parade 
in a city dependent on him, before I had had the honour of being prefented, and that 
1 Ihould be entirely fatisfied by his doing me the favor of appointing apartments for 
me. My anfwer gratified the Vizier, who informed me lie Ihould have to dread His 
Majcfty’s difpleafure, had he been deficient of fhewing me every attention. He accord- 
ingly afligned me a houl'e of honour, belonging to the King, and deftined for the 
reception of foreigners ; which being communicated to me on Wednefday, 22d Febru- 
ary, after difpatching fomc of my people before me, to acquaint the ‘fathers of my 
arrival, I entered Spauhawn, as the city is called, although it befpelt Hifpahan ; the 
initial vowel being left out before the S, as we are accuftomed with thofe of the Spa- 
nifh words, with an S preceded, by E. 

On arriviilg at Hifpahan I dedicated the firft days to paying my devoirs to the 
Carmelite friars, as fubmifiive and obedient to the Pope as they are to the King, refpeft- 
able men, of great liberality,^ whofe focicty I felt myfelf extremely happy. Living yet 
incognito, I had to refolve in what plan to follow. At firft I thought, of fetting out 
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immediately to join the King, then from thirty to forty days’ journey diftant, on the 
frontiers of the 'l'yrks and Georgians, ■with whom he.wai at w'ar ; but receiving intelli- 
gence, that if the difference with the Turks were not altogether adjufted, a ceffation of 
hoftilities had taken place ; and that the King, after vifiting the frontier towns, would 
certainly arrive in a little time, to receive certain embafl^ors from the King of Lahor, 
or, as he is called, the Grand Mogul, I have changed my intention, and await his return 
in Hifpahan* By this exprefs I forward to my friends in Rome and Conftantinople, 
directions to remit me wherewithal to bear my expences, here as well as on the reft 
of the travels 1 project : their anfwers, if not from Italy at leaft from Conftantinople, 
I expeCt will find me in this city ; and intend, whatever be my reception on the part of 
the King, to remain here till after the month of Auguft, and amufe myfelf with the 
enjoyments which Hifpahan affords. 

This city is very large, handfome and well peopled, fo much fo that in all the Eaft 
i have met with none which excel it ; for notwithftanding in point of fituation 
Conftantinople certainly fur pa lies, in many other points it falls ftiort of Hifpahan. 
Hifpahan itfelf, that is to fay, the fpace contained within its walls, is nearly as large as 
Naples, but three other quarters adjoining it, have lately been begun under direc- 
tion of the King ; one is the New Tauris, inhabited already by the colony tranf- 
ported from that place ; the King however has given this quarter the name of Abbas- 
abad : another is the New Chiolfa, peopled wholly with very rich Armenian mer- 
chants, brought from various parts on the frontiers, that they might llot be expofed t6 
the rifle of his lofing them as fubjecls by any future wars, for the better defence of his 
kingdom devaflating the- borders, and bringing their inhabitants to cultivate lands 
affigned them in the heart of Perfia ; thus fecuring thefe people, who contribute not 
only to the grandeur, but alfo to the opulence and beauty, of the city of Hifpahan, 
the principal abode of llis Majefly, and a city in which, if we may judge from the mul- 
tiplicity of flructuivs continually creeling, and the great expence lavifhed upon it, the 
King exceedingly delights. The third quarter is that in which dwell the Guebres, or 
idolaters and infidels ; and by the place it is apparent that Shah Abbas means to con- 
ned the whoK of thefe with ibipahan, the works for the purpofe being carried on with 
incredible energy. "When i mph.-to 1 conceive that the circuit of the whole will be 
fuperior to ti at >>i (.-oeiiavi '-pit- ..»• Rome. 

The buildings, guieialiy {peaking, are fuperior to thofe of Conftantinople, but not fo 
lofty. On the ealtern part of the city the houfes arc handfome and well conftru&ed, 
but particularly the bazars ; thefe are elegant, fymmetrical, very large, with piazzas, 
and built according to the niceft rules of architedure. In thelb all kinds of merchan- 
dize are to be found conveniently difpofed for fuch as wifti to buy or barter. There 
are alfo a number of caravanferai for the accommodation of ftrangers, well built, ftill bet- 
ter furniflied, and fpacious ; and as the revenue from them is confiderable and lucra- 
tive to the King and individual*; to whom they belong, they take efpecial care to have 
them folidly conftruded, and kept in good repair. 

They have t ft) mofques in tiiis city comparable to the five or fix in Conftantinogle ; 
but to make amends, they have two curiofities not to be equalled either in Conftanti- 
nople or any city in Chriftendom. 

.The one is the Meidiin or the grand fquare that fronts the Royal Palace. It is fix 
hundred and ninety of my paces in length, and two hundred and thirty Broad, orna- 
mented entirely round wit h moft elegant arched porticoes, of the niceft fymmetry, their 
ureglaritv not being interrupted by any ftreet. Thefe porticoes, over which balconies 
, are 
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are donllru&ed with large window*, are fo many fhops in which different articles of 
merchandize are expoled. I can ( ailure you that this grand fucceflion of fymmetrical 
buildings has fuch d fine effeft, and delights the eye fo much, thaH hotwithliaading 
the houles of the fquare of Navomi be more lofty and magnificent, from its want of 
fimilarity, and other recommendations pofleffed by the Meidan, even that l'quaie mu/fc 
yield it the palm* A large rivulet, or rather a ftnali river, running in a dired line with 
the quays which border it on each fide, flows incefiantly round the Meidan near ro 
the porticoes, watering in a very agreeable manner each quarter of the fquare : juft 
above the level of the water of the Itream a handfome pavement of Hone is laid on one 
fide for the convenience of people on foot, while on the other, next to the piazzas, are a 
number of fine trees, planted in a line at regular diftanccs from each other, and of equal 
height, whence 1 conclude that, when in a lew days they Ihall put on thedrefs of fpring, 
nothing can be more delightful than the profped they mult afford. The middle of the 
fquare confifts of fund : it is confequentiy always dry, and extremely Ratable for exhi- 
bitions of horfemanlhip. 

The gate of the King’s palace is on one of thefe noble fronts, about two-thirds down 
its length. It is rather pretty than magnificent or fuperb. A little below is the Lady’s 
Gate, not yet finiihed. Oppofite to that of the King, on the other fide, is a mofque, 
with a beautiful porta! and dome of a kind of porcelain, fancifully painted. On one 
fide the foundations of a new mofque have been begun, on which the w orkmen are 
barely employed ; and from the other, towards the bazars, y<>u have a charming per- 
lpective, correfpoiuling with the mofque, with two galleries railed on porticoes. Hither, 
every night, muficians repair, who play on martial inllruments ; fotne after the Turkilh, 
oihcrs in the Perfian manner: themufic of them is highly grateful to the ear, and vet 
fo powerful, that it is diftinftly heard over all the fquare, notwithllanding its vaft fize. 

The other vmriofity is an immenfe llreet, at prefen t out of the ciiy, but which, when 
the four quarters become connected, will join them exattly in the middle ; it is from 
two to three miles in length, and twice the breadth of that ol Ponte Molle at Rome. 
At the head of this ftreet, on the fide of Hifpahan, a fmall fquare houfe is built, in form 
of a pavilion, furrounded by balconies and windows, enriched with paintings and 
numerous ornaments, exprefsly for affording from its high fite a profp.tl of the whole 
length of the ftreet. '1 here is a communication between this place and the Royal 
Palace by means of a corridor. Two walls of e qual height form the two Tides of this 
ftreet: and within the walls are the King’s gardens, which every one is allowed to 
enter, and cat of the fruit of infinite forts which they contain, by making a trifling pre- 
fent to the gardener. On each fide the ftreet, at regular intervals, and oppofite to each 
other, are entrances into the gardens, with fmall lodges lev the convenience of fuch as 
chute to reft and refrelh themlelves with fruit. The number of thefe gates, with tafte- 
ful front ifpieces, is confiderable, and gratily the eye exceedingly by the exactitude of 
their piopertics and fymmetry. Without as well as within the walls trees are planted 
the whole length, of equal height, in a dirett line and at equal diltances, the verdure of 
which relieves while it charms the fight. In addition to this, in the courts of the 
largeit and handfomeft houles, are proportionate canals, without parapets, of different 
forms : the water which l’upplies thefe flowing nearly level the length of the ftreet, in 
a bed of ftone, leaving on each fide fuflicient fpace for horfe and foot paflengers. , In 
many of thtffe refervoirs are fpouting fountains, and where there are acclivities, cafcades, 
which delight the ear with their murmur. The ftreet itfelf is paved in the middle, and 
next the walls wjth final] Hones, not inconvenient for the paifenger either on foot or 
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on horfdback, and the intern} betweenrthe paVStnents on-^ach fide planted with 
flowers and flirUbs ? which in fpring muft nefeds be incemf>ait&hly gipeful, as well from 
their fjcaiHy as meir fragrance, * ■ m - • 

The river which flows along the middle of the ftreet is verjgbroad but not deep ; it 
is formed by a number of fmall /beams, which fall from the neighbouring mountains, 
and afterwards again it divides into many rivulets, which lofe themfelves without pro- 
ceeding to the fea, or difemboguing any where. Over this river is a bridge built of 
brick, broader than that at Rome* and three or four times as long. It is of Angular 
form, with porticos and galleries on the Tides in lieu of parapets, which ferve as a pro- 
menade both above and below, the latter under cover, the upper not : but what pleafe me 
moft, are the walks on level with the water, built on large piers of ftone, which traverfe 
the double rows of arcades, and which in furamer muft be delightful, at once lhady and 
cool, while the ear is charmed by the murmur of the waters failing from a cafcade con- 
ftru&ed on purpofe in this fpot, and forming a very agreeable profped. Beyond the 
bridge the ftreet continues the fame, lined with walls, trees, houfes, gardens and ro/er- 
voirs ; the houfes and gardens, however, no more belong to the King, but individuals 
of quality, who, to enjoy the beauty of the fite, have conllruded them here, each emu* 
lous of excelling his neighbour in the elegance of them. 

This ftreet terminates in a large garden called Hazar-gerib, fignifying it to contain a 
thoufand gerib, a certain meafure of land ; the garden and the ftreet itfeif, however, is 
otherwife called Chiahar-bagh, or four gardens ; that being the number here formerly, 
now reduced to the one I mention. You afeend to this garden by fteps, but of fo 
little height and fo broad, that you may go up them on horieback. 1’his garden con- 
tains nothing but fruit-trees planted in lines, and fo low that perfons on horieback, and 
even thofe on foot, may readily gather them as they go along. This garden belongs to 
the King, but is open to all, and produces fuch abundance of fruit ad to enable all 
the inhabitants of the town, who frequently refort hither, to lay in /lore. Each kind of 
fruit grows in feparate fquares by itfeif ; figs in one fpace, peaches in another, pears in a 
third, and fo on. In it are alleys as long as the eye can reach, crofting each other; 
others of the length of the ftreet bordered with cyprefs. At the extremity, on the moft 
eminent fpor, is a large ft ream, beyond which is a wall, which enclofes the whole. A 
number of large ftreets, fcarcely fecond to this in beauty, crofs the city in different parts ; 
thefe it will be needlefs to deferibe, what I have mentioned being furficient to give an 
idea of the Chiahar-bagh, and (hew it truly royal and magnificent ; and placing it much 
before the Del popolo at Rome, or the Poggio Reale at Naples, the ftreet out of 
Genoa, or the Monrealc at Palermo. 

This city poffeffes other Curiofities which are not marvellous, but for their Angularity 
deferve notice. Among thefe a minar, or tower, whence the hour is proclaimed to the 
people at the King’s Itables, to call to prayers. This minar is built entirely of the heads 
of wild goats and other animals killed in one general hunting-match, given either by the 
prefent King or feme of his family, and exhibits a remarkable fpecitnen of the whim- 
fical fancy of the Perfians, in which charaderiftic, I underftand, norfe excel His Maiefty 
himfelf, the number of in/bmees he has aftbrded in proof of tins being fufficienrto fill 
a volume ; fume of them on a future occafion I /hall communicate. In addition to this, 
ftie firft hall of the royal palace, where the King ufually receives ambaffatlors or guefts, 
and in which he entertains and holds conference with them ; I fay thejfirft hall, becaufe . 
the palace where the King refides is diftant at the bottom of the garden ; and into this, 
according to the cuftom of the Princes of the Eaft, very rarely is any one' admitted ; but 
in the grand fquare, the Meidan, over the gate of the firft entrance, there is a pavilion, 
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which, as I before have noticed, is rather pretty of handfome than magnificent. Thtr 
is the building defiined for the* purpofes I have obferved. Wh6n the King comes 
hither it is always on horfeback, through a wide alley between two rows of Wry high 
walls, reaching from the gate of entrance to the palace where he refides. The utmoft 
reverence is fhewn to the gate of entrance, fo much fo, that no one prefumes to tread 
on a certain Hep of wood in it fomewhat elevated, but, on the contrary, people kifs it 
occalionally as a precious and holy thing. To the ( apartments Over the entrance you 
afcend by a narrow Haircafe, which does not pleafe my fancy. Thefe confift of afinall 
room in the middle on each ftory, of which there are feveral, furrounded by fmall anti* 
chambers : on the fide fronting the Meidan, and that oppofite to it, are fmall balconies 
after their manner, to allow, while feated on the floor, a profpeft of the neighbourhood. 
There are in this place fo many apartments, cabinets, and paifages conducing to them, 
that I was allured by the parties, there were no lefs than five hundred doors in the 
.houfe, although fmall, in this particular refembling the rooms themfelves. 

The beauty of this houfe confifts in its walls, which are enriched with gilding from 
the ceiling to the floor, with excellent miniature paintings in various colours, with dark 
ornaments, which ’have a very fine effect, and the more fo, the walls being of a Ihining 
white, refembling fatin. The domes likewife are loaded with decorations, gilding, rich 
colours, fculpture, and alti-relievi, in different compartments, and without confufion ; 
and are well worthy our imitation in Italy. 

On the walls of the different apartments are parmels at intervals, on which various 
figures are painted, but as they are unacquainted with hiftory or mythology, all their 
pi&ures are reprefentations of men and women, either fingle or together, in lafcivious 
poHures Handing, drinking with bottles and cups in their hands ; fome overcome with 
wine and fleep^ng, others reeling, in fhort, difplays of the votaries of Venus and Bacchus. 
Among thefe, moftly dreft in the coltume of the country, are fome with hats, intended 
to reprefent Europeans, apparently defigned to intimate that Peril ans are not the only 
ones addicted to wine. Thefe figures, notwith Handing they be painted in extremely 
rich colours, are badly drawn, the painters of the country being far behind ours ; I 
was in confequence apprehenfive of lofing mine, if the Kint: Ihould chance to learn 
his merit. 3 

I had yet to fee the Gul-i-flaun, or garden of rofes, but defer, riffling it until in 
perfe&ion. No one when the King is prefent is fullered to view the apartments of the 
palace ; now, however, that he is away, individuals fuch as ourfelves are fecretly admit- 
ted. In it I noticed the workmen very bufy, altering and completing the works not yet 
finifhed. On days of ceremony alone certain perfons are admitted to converfe on bufi- 
nefs with the Shah. Others who do not enter ride on horfeback before the palace, wait- 
ing for the King’s appearance, who every day rides out alfo on horfeback into the middle 
ofthe Meidan, when fometirnes he amufes himfelf in converfing with each individual t 
at others exercifes his horfe backwards and forwards ofi the fquare ; at others again, 
liHens to. any one who wifhes to addrefs him. Occafionally he ha§ refrefhments 
brought him into the middle of the fquare. Now he takes an airing in a different part, 
accompanied by his courtiers ; at other times, and moH frequently, he rides by himfelf 
among the bazars, to fee what is palling. 

In Hifpahaji, befides lions, tigers, and other fimilar animals- which are common, I faw 
three elephants, a prefent to the King from India ; they were but fmall. The manner of 
their guiding and punilhing them is extraordinary. They ufefor this purpofe a Hick pointed 
with iron at oner end, with which the keeper pricks them, and at the other with a 
crobfced piece of iron, with which he tickles the infide of the ear, or fcratches them be- 
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tween the ejars, without fparing the flefh. ,1 £ball now proceed to defcribe tne country 
of Perfia.; its inhabitants, manners; its military, and tfificers. 

The country in the neighbourhood , of Hifpahan is fertile and the air temperate, not- 
withftanding its inequality, it being a mixture of vales and mountains, not connected but 
{landing feparate ; fo that frequently a very lofty and rocky mountain rifes in midft of 
a beautiful and extenfive meadow. 

The inhabitants of Perfia are of feveral defcriptions. They confift, firftly, of Grangers 
of various countries, who refort thither to traffic, of whom the Indians are the mod 
numerous; among thefe fomeBanyans, chiefly from theGuzurat, which formerly belonged 
to the King, but is now dependent on the Grand Mogul ; of thefe a part profels Iflamtfm, 
the religion of the King of Lahbr, fovereign at this time of the greateft part of India; 
while tne others are Gentiles adoring numerous idols. The religion of the Perfians is 
alfo various. Some are Gaurs, or Guebres, and are faid, on account of the extraordinary 
care with which they preferve it, to adore fire; however, as I proceed I /hall be more 
diffufe on their head. I lhall only juft remark, that thefe are the defendants of the 
ancient Perfians who lived in the time of Alexander ; but having fuffered materially by 
the wars waged by different fovereigns againft them, they are now reduced to a handful 
of people, difperfed through three or four of the cities of Perfia, of which Hifpahan is 
one, where they live feparate in one of the quarters I have defcribed, which is to be united 
to Hifpahan, and render it a capital city comprized of four fo near to e^ch other as only 
to be feparated by the breadth of the beautiful ftreet, the Chiahar-bagh, and the river 
which croffes it. The difpofition of them is as follows : Hifpahan lays north of the 
river and eaft of the ftreet ; on the oppofite fide of the ftreet, on the weft, is Abbas* 
abad. On the fouth fide of the river, in the angle oppofite to Abbas-abad, is Chidlfa, 
and adjoining this and oppofite to Hifpahan is Gabr-abad, inhabited by. the Guebres, 
the Gentiles I have juft mentioned. 

There are, moreover, Chriftians of different fefts; Syrians, Georgians in much greater 
abundance, and an infinite number of Armenians. Thefe latter are extremely rich, 
carrying on mod of the commerce of the country, particularly that with Turkey : 
befides thefe the Mahometans, who may be ranked in two different clafl'es, the one 
common and general, called properly Agemi, or Agiami : thefe are Mahometans 
defcended from the ancient Perfians, who changed their religion with their govern- 
ment, and are likewife called Tat, that is, a vafial $nd cowardly race ; the other Kizil- 
baflii, comprifing the foldiery and the nobility, who are now in high efteem. Agem 
is the general name for the empire of Perfia ; Farfiftaun, or Parfiftaun, whence Perfia 
is derived, denoting regularly no more than a province, although by acceptation it be 
ufed in common with Agem for the whole. The Kizilba/hi come originally from 
Turkey, and fubdued and governed the country for a long time with abfolute fway, 
until the affumption of the empire by an anceftor of His prefent Majefty. This per- 
fonage, the forefather of Shah* Abbas, was by origin an Arab of the race of Mahomet^ 
who becoming^ powerful by means of the Turki/h foldiery, and tired of fubmiffion to 
their fovereigns, by acquiring the reputation of a faint, and, la/Uy, by confirming htmfelf 
in the efteem of aU by new opinions which he introduced into the law, he deprived the 
Turks of their fway, but did not difqualify them from the ufe of arms, or the manage- 
ment of affairs under the will of the Kings who have fince ruled. , 

Ifmael Sofi, which was the name of the firft King of this dynafty, having a number 
of followers among the Turcomans, who adopted the tenets of this difciple Of Ali, in 
order todiftingui/h his feftaries, gave the Turks who fought under his banners a red cap 
. to wear under their turban, furmounted by a knot with twelve fmall plaits about it, in 

E i remembrance 
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W»riieBibmce 4F tHe twelve revere as theb? ^ 

the chiefs of their fed- Thefe 'defcendaats are catfed : f>y' the title ^Imami, t figidfymg 
fovereign pontiff of the faith., This feft was called Sonnites, and reigned under tlte fpe- 
cious attd fuperb name of Califs* that is to fay, fucccffors 'of M^iiouiet in fpintual as 
well as temporal affairs j preferving their empire for a long time, l&ft.in Damafcus and 
afterwards in Bagdad. 

To hisTurkifli followers Ifmael gave the name-of J&zilbaihi, that is to layered heads, 
Oh account of the cap in which he dreft them ; and entered Perfia, then much divided. 
As at this time it was parted into many figniories, whole chiefs Were perpetually at war, 
h.e found it no difficult talk to make hi ail elf mafter of the whole. From this Ifmael the 
reigning Prince defeends in a diretit line, and among his other lilies is called Sheich zatli, 
or fon of the Scheich, that is to fay, of that man io much renowned for fanQity. On 
fome folemn occafions, 1 under (land it is ufual for the King himfelf to wear this red cap, 
called tag, or crown, Which is a mark of the wearer belonging to the army, and of 
nobility. . 

The Kizilbalhi are likewife of two forts. The one the heirs of their predeceffors, 
who inherit from father to fon the dignity and rank of their fires in the army, the other 
oCtafionally appointed by the King, whole fubjects or Haves of whatfoever nation they 
may be, if eftablifhed in the country and enrolled among the Kizilbalhi, become thereby 
naturalized and. ennobled, they and their poflerity. Sometimes alfo His Majefty, as a 
token of his elteem for a foreigner, makes him a Kizilbalhi, by bellowing on him the 
tag, this, however, is rarely the cafe : in fifteen years, that a gentleman fpeaking to 
me on the fubjett had refided in the country, he had known but once of Inch an occur- 
rence, in the inltance of Sir Robert Shirley, who received this .honour upon his going 
as ambaflado^ from the court of Perfia to Rome. 

All the Kizilbalhi bear the title of Bey, or lord, but their captains, commanding 
jnoftly a hundred men, are called Luzbafhi, or chief of a hundred. . Thefe Luzbalhi 
are inferior to Sultans. In Turkey this title fignifies King, but in Perfia a general of 
an army, or commandant of a city, or fome Itrong place. A. Khan is lord over feveral 
of thefe Sultans; this name is alfo that whicli Kings affume among the Turks, < but 
with the Perfians it anfwers to Viceroy, or governor of a province, poffelling, however, 
abfolute authority, and nominating at pleafure all the officers under him as Well civil as 
niiiitary, fubje£t to no other order? of the King in his province than what regard the 
number of his people to be drafted for war, or matters relative to the Hate. Among the 
Sultans there are likewife fome of the molt powerful, although the number of thefe be 
fmall, who, ackno vleging no fuperior jurifdi&ion of a KJian, depend immediately on 
the King. All thefe officers hold their appointments at the will of the King; in Perfia, 
however, according to ancient cultom, they are feldom difplaced from caprice when 
they do their duty, but when removed it is ufually to affume fome higher ftation as a 
reward for their fervices. 

The King in general grants the dignity of Khan to a fubjeft not for his life alone, the 
children moil frequently inheriting, fo that there are families in which this dignity has 
descended for two hundred years, whence their fubjedts look on them rather as their 
true and legitimate lords than as officers of the King, or ininifters of the ftate. I under- 
ftand, however, that the prelent King is difpofed to annihilate this cuftom, on account 
of thefe gentlemen being tocT abfolute in their diftriets, as he experienced at the begin- 
ning of his reign. Except, however, the government of provinces, cities, and large 
+QWns* the children inbferit from their parents whatever they poffeffed ; but as a token of 
fubniiffion and dependence, the fon, on the death of his father, gives a declaration to' 
♦ 6 the 
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tfiiS deceafed died worth, as veil in moveables as immoveables, when; 

. leaves- the refti- If, on the 

befcn*defe£Hve and treacherous to the 

ftatei Scoiif fiction thieii enfues,* and the King tafcfes all. . rf 

PigMa haSm number of thefe Khans, feme more powerful than others. The mod 
^inerit is that of Slifras, the metropolis of Perfia Proper, lituated about twelve leagues 
from the fpoj where flood the famous city of Perfepolis, demolifhed in a drunken bout 
by Alexander, and the refidence of, the Ma;;i, who followed the dar to Bethlehem, in 
order to adore Chrift, capital of the province of Pars ; its peculiar government is very 
large, extending to the lea of Hormouz, fome days’ journey from Hifpahan. 

The Khan can fend twenty-five thoufand horfe into the field ; and his province, as I 
am allured by people converfimt in the matter, is of much greater extent than Portugal. 
Iri Hifpahan, the capital of Irak, Calbin, a principal city alfo of Irak, and in fome other 
confiderable cities there is no Khan, thefe places being royal cities. In thefe the King 
has his palaces, furnilhed with Haves, women, and every requifite ; this, on account of 
his re tiding rarely for any length of time at one place, and the inconvenience attendant 
on journeying with a large train. He takes pleafure in travelling occafionally with only 
two or three attendants, excellently mounted ; their horfes journeying with fuch fpeed 
as to perform in the fpace of five or fix nearly thirt y days’ journey. On this account, 
he has confiantly fome of thefe horfes ready fuddled and bridled in his ftables, the hour 
or even minute of his departure being ever uncertain. • , 

It is now, however, time to turn from public matters to my own concerns. On Sun- 
day 12th of March, Father John, the vicar- general of the Carmelites, availed himfelf of 
the departure of a courier, who left this place for the camp where the King is, to inform 
the King’s deward of the houfj“hold, or Mehimandar, of my arrival, and that I remained 
at Hifpahan, waiting for intelligence whether His Majefty was on his return, or, if not, 
where I might join him. We lhall, no doubt, have an anfwer to this letter, which will 
determine my it ay or departure hence. 

On the fame day I was vifited by two ladies of quality, Chriftians of the Georgian 
church, refident in Hifpahan. They poflefied confiderable property in their own 
country, but owing to the fuddcnnels with which the army of Abbas, confiding of one 
hundred thoufand men, fell upon their eftates, they had no time to efcape, as did Tri- 
murazKhan; but following the example of a relation of theirs, a governor, they fur- 
rendered thcmlelves to the King. Preferving themfelves ftedfad in their faith, they 
fliut themfelves out from the bounty of the King, and, having fold all their flaves and 
property for fubfiftence, are reduced to accept of the eleemofynary aid of the monks 
who refide here. Touched by their misfortunes and noble demeanor, we became much 
attached to them. The natives of the country whence they come have ever been famous 
as good foldicrs ; the country itfelf, I underhand is beautiful, and much refembles the 
fined parts of Lombardy. 

I find an inconvenience in keeping Lent here, owing to the want of fifh in the few 
and very final! rivers which Perfia can boad, and the didance of the fea in any part 
from Hifpahan. The Mediterranean being fixty, the Perfian Gulph thirty, and^the 
Cafpian Sea twenty days’ journey didam. The fifh we eat at prelent comes from tjje 
Calpian, and (perhaps on account of there being no other) appears to me excellent ; 
when, 'however, we may without fcruple eat meat, we fliail fare extretn*ly well, there 
being here of all deferiptions in abundance. In Hifpahan, where living is dear, .for.a 
plaftre of Spain (the money mod in edeem throughout all the Eaft) you have five or 
fix- fat pallets j but on the road when travelling, in ieveral places, th&famefum paid 
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for' provender For’fiie mules and horfes, and food for fbur-and-twenty perfons we bad 
with us. Asfor fruits, it may fuffice to tell you that we ape now Itvingqiit moftex- 
cellent melons, and have been for this mor*th paft, whether owiftg to the csure with 
which they are preferved, their being fbwn late, or of a different fpecies I know not ; 
yet from the excellence and purity of the air or the drynefs of the earth Anting and 
preferring them, they are eaten here all the winter, and at that period are of a ihoft 
delicious flavour. 

At the drug ftiops, I have found a matter fold hpre under the name of Hamama, of 
-which 1 fend you a fpecimen, I do not however conceive it to be the amomum we look 
for ; of the larger cardamom alfo, which I was folicitous of meeting with, underftand- 
ing it much refembled the amomum, I fend you a parcel. Whether it be the amomum 
as I conceived or another fpecies of cardamom unknown to us, I am fatisfied there is 
none of the fort in Italy, as it is not to be procured in Turkey, and is very 
rare here. It poflibly may be dear ; I (hall however obtain as much of it as poflible. 
There are here a thoufand other drugs from India, Cathay, and other places ; as, how- 
ever, I am not a connoiffeur in this article, and have nobody who can give me informa- 
tion on the matter, I know not how to make a collection. 

In the packet, you will likewife find a fmall branch of a fhrub, which inftead of 
leaves or flowers, as you will diftinguifh, produces filaments of a lightifh green colour, 
which yields a very refrefhing liquor held as a fovereign remedy for alleviating the 
,heat of fevers ; ..in addition it is of a very grateful fmell. It is called bidmifk or the 
mufk fallow, owing to its refemblance in fragrance to mufk and its being deemed a 
fpecies of willow. 

The day of the vernal equinox, called here Neu rcuz, or new day, is one of great 
feftivity in Perfia. On this day, mutual prefents are made, and gifts are tendered on 
the part of dependants to their fuperiors, and of the whole kingdom, and the minifters 
to the King ; every one appears in new drefles, feafts are given, and greater freedom 
and more diverfions reign than on other occafions, the country about the town being 
all alive from the number of parties enjoying themfelves. Thefe entertainments con- 
tinue for feveral days ; and in thefe the Indians participate, erecting tents in the courts 
of the caravanferai, where th-y pafs the night in Tinging and dancing. The 
aftronomers here, if I miftake not, differ from us in the afcertainment of the 
day of the equinox, but as it is not yet come, I Avail be better able to fpeak of this 
hereafter. Agronomy is fo well known in Perfia, that there is not a foldier in the 
army, however ignorant he may be, but without confulting the tacuim, or almanac, he 
wears at his breaft, can readily tell what conjunction or opposition of planets occur on any 
particular day, and is equally prompt at other matters. Tlje King is conftantly attended 
by a judicial aftrologcr, and undertakes nothing ere he has firft confulted him. Thofe 
among this people alfo who prefer the peaceful mufes to the noify god of war 
poffefs much genius, and produce enchanting compofitions. Among thefe are 
many of great nobility, and even of Royal blood, who are ftyled Mirza, that is to 
fay, fons of Princes; and thefe are the real nobility of Perfia, although degraded 
fol 1 *' policy’s fake, and. neither foldiers or Kizilbafhi. They delight much in ftudy, 
and compared with the reft of orientals are very learned, yet not equally fo with 
our men of intelligence. 

Methinksd have faid and written a great deal, the Ihort'timC of my refidence hire 
eonfidered, and the little knowlege of the country I have hitherto acquired. I fhall 
conclude, therefore, begging you not to wonder at the confufion of my letter, as I 
have written precipitately as tne matter flowed ; I hope heverthelefe that the information 

it* 
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it affords may Be ferviceable, as from the evidence ! have had of your genius, I am 
aware that it wiU not be difficult for you to extra& order from the chaos of my writing, 
and give it*a new and more regular form. 

Hifpaban, March 17, 1617. 

It ©leaped my memory to mention two things, with which it is fit you fliould be 
made acquainted, the one, that the title of Kizilbalhi is common not only to the 
foldiers and. nobles, but, in common with Fars and Ajem, to the country itfelf; it is 
however more in ufe among the Ttirks and foreigners than the natives themfelves ; 
the other, that in Perfia, by a particular and very ancient privilege, liberty of opinion 
is allowed to all, each following the religion his confcience dictates, and living as he 
pleafes under protection of the law. Hence each nation has a diitinCt quarter of 
refidence as I have deferibed of Hifpahan. Moreover they are allowed to adminifter 
juftice according to their own laws in civil as well as criminal cafes, the courts of His 
Majefty having fcarcely any jurifdiftion over them. This right indeed is fo pre- 
valent at prefent, that not only diftinCt nations but even ambafladors of Princes, the 
King’s guefts, and others of funilar defeription, exercil'e a fimilar authority, not only 
over their own fervants, but alfo over thofe who may be fubjeCt to them only for a 
time. The priors of convents enjoy the fame privilege. 

I mull further remark that whatever be the crime of an individual who flies for re- 
fuge from juftice to the palace of the King, it is a facred afylum. At prefent there is a . 
man of quality whom the King was defirous of putting to death for fotne ftate treafon ; * 
but being quick enough to enter the palace (although if he made but a ftep without 
the gate, he would inftantly be put to death without further procefs) he is* fecure 
from every violence. None is refufed admittance to the palace, but on palling the 
threlhold, which he kiffes, as I have before remarked, he has claim of protection. 
This threlhold in fhort is in fuch veneration, that its name of Aftane is 4 he denomi- 
nation for the court and the Royal palace itfelf. Thus by adding the term doulet, or 
profperity, Aftane y doulet means the court of profperity. The palace is alfo cajied 
Doulet cha ne, the houfe of profperity. " 

Here, likewife, it may be proper I fhould mention that the prefent King has inftituted. 
corps* of infantry called fufileers, as better adapted than cavalry for befieging and de- 
fending fortreffes : thefe, however, have no red knot, and are not Kizilbalhi or gentle- 
men, and are commanded by captains. Of thefe, at prefent, there are fome in all. 
his dominions, and in every province. They do not however follow the army, as its 
march is too rapid for their accompaniment. 

Letter the fecond of Pietfo delle Valle combats the objections raife'd by Signor 
Schipuno againlt compiling an account of his travels ; and a difeourfe intended to be 
delivered by him to the Academy of Humourifts, not being material to the defeription 
of Perfia, it has been omitted. • 


LETTER 111. 


Hifpahan , December 8 , 16 * 7 . 

my preceding letters from this city of the month of March laft, I. deferibed to 
you my joumey hither from Bagdad, and fo much of the curiofiries of Hifpahan, and 
matters uv general refpeCting Perfia, that at prefent I have little information, to afford 
you. Lpromifcd in one of thefe to give you on fome future occaiion more particulars 
refpe&ing the Guebres. A few days ago I viftted their new city, the pofidon of which 

I have* 
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1 V ve before deferibed. fcb called the dr the Jace of tie infidels,- It 

|S well built* the ftreeis vdry wide, I^fe^bmer than tboie of 

Chiolfa, having been conftru&ed fifice' : tf£'® ‘ wiihfnw^d^eTOftte and* attention : 
none of the houfcs however have more tn$n a ground ffetj/f , and all are deftihite of 
ornament, correfponding with the poverty of their intWroitapts, and differing from 
thofe of Chifelfa, which are magnificent. The Guebres follow no trade, but earn their 
livelihood by ruftic occupations with much labour and fatigue. * Th&y wear all the 
fame kind of drefs, and of the fame colour, that of cement made of brick-duft. 

Thefe people bear great refemblance to the Perfians of the prefent ’day, but*are 
coarfely built ; they wear a round cap generally white, without any mixture of colours, 
of a fanciful fhape like that of the modern Perfians : they do not however like thefe 
fhave the cheeks and chin, but fuffer their beard to grow like the Turks, and wear their 
hair long like women, precifely in the fame manner as their anceftors are reprefetited 
to have done by Herodotus. The women likewife drefs all alike ; their coflume how- 
ever more refethblcs that of the Arabs or Chaldeans than the Perfian ; it much re- 
fembles the frock ufually worn with us by pilgrims, but without any girdle or collar. 
Their drefs is improved by a veil which they wear over the head, of a grecnifh ^yellow. 
This is very long and wide, of the fame fafhion as thofe worn by the Arabian and 
Chaldee women, which, covering the face, they fuffer to float in the wind, as low as the 
r waift, and hang down to the ground behind. In the flreets they go with their face 
" uncovered, differing in this refpeft from the Mahometans. *t* 

According to what I gathered from one of their fe£t, a Ample and iminf oT toed being, 
they have a diflinft language, varying, as well as the characters, from the Prnian of the 
prefent day ; I was however unable to learn from him whether or no like the Latins 
they write from left to right, nor any particulars concerning their facred fire. He told 
me, however, that they pray three times a day, at fun-rife, noon, and fun-fet ; that they 
adore one Supreme Being, creator of all things vifible and invifible? and on my flaring 
that We had a direct contrary opinion of their belief, “ How ?” faid his wife, who was 
Handing by : “ Gracious God ! we not know thee. Malterfie thy facrifice ! (a common 
expreflion with them) Who ever faw thee, or knows how thou exifleth ?” Whence 
I conceive them not to be idolaters as they are represented. They acknowledged indeed 
that they revered the fun and moon as angels, but of inferior degree. They detefl 
Mahomet, looking on him as an impoflor, and his followers as infidels; nor call them- 
felves Guebres, as termed by the Mahometans, but Behen-din (of the true faith). They 
have great abhorrence of frogs, tortoifes, crabs, and other fimilar animals, which they 
fay infeft water, and kill them whenever they find them ; probably land-infeflrs alfo and 
vermin, fuch as ferpents, ants, and the like ; in this confirming with the practice of the 
Magi, as related by Herodotus. Th^y do not bum their dead, but place them upright 
with their eyes open, in which pofture they k.’ve them to decay, or be devoured by 
crows. I mail endeavour, on fome other occufion, t?o obtain more ample information 
refpefring this people. > 

Four things curious enough in themfilves I have remarked while in Hifpahan. 
The firft, the pra&ice of the people hereon the occafion of >he total eclipfe of 
the moon on the 16th of Auguit lad. Upon this event, the whole,|wpularion got on 
the flat roqls of the houfes, rending the air with their noifa and fongs, and the fouijd of 
brafs pans, either to frighten the animal about to devour the moon, or to ftrfenglhcn her 
*** W, fuffrrmgs in pafling through a door or very narrow paflage. Similar futper- 
fnVdls in Turkey, but here I was furprized at finding the -people fo ignorant, 
jig# prevailing here much more than m Turkey. J 

The 
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f* cooked •^•the-fwe^auce.pf.iihe.git&ftsy with. the greateft nfcetyand cleanlihKfsiih^gft* 
able, without shy fire,’ fiftoaki or dirt of any description common to kttchehs^difgiift* 
ing theeye* Opppfite to.the entrance is this recefs, which is a broad and longniche, 
a fmall tribunal tn 66y churches, lilted all round from top to !bpt|hm,'‘ Jdid 
the floor entirely covered with varniihed filming tiles of different colours, 'on yduch. 
aye reprefented with much tafte ; either figures dr ...very. ; handfome and well-pjunt^ 
/W walls of the hall are alio covered \vith tiles of fimilar defcription, J>dt oifiy 
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vi&uals is cooked ; the fire to heat them is under ground, but fo'difpofed as to allow 
a vent for the fmoak as well as the flame, which is invifible in the apartment ; and not- 
withftanding this, over thefe holes their meat is extremely well cooked, and even roafifed, 
or rather baked. Amid thefe holes? riles a fmall fountain of pure water, *which ferves for 
cleanfing the meat, and afterwards runs off by two canals which are concealed, and 
takes away every fpecies of filth, fo that the molt delicate eye can receive.no offeree.- 
This mode of cooking in prefence of the party invited is lefs, I believe, for th© 
convenience itfelf, than a precaution againft poifon. Owing to ah apprehenficm’ of 
attempts of this kind, is it, in my opinion, that the King does fo many* things' which 
ignorant people tax as whimfical and unworthy of Majeftyj fuch for example: ascook- 
ing for himfelf, which is common with him, particularly the filh or game he has himfelf 
caught of killed. On fuch occafions, he will diffeCfc the animal he has deftroyed with the 
greatefi: nicety, feparafing with fo much epicurifm the daintieft morfels, as to cdlle£t no 
niore from the carcale than a pound in Ana'll flices, which he feafons with differ^t ' hi* 

; gradients that pre grateful to his palate, and makes of it when cooked a molt ' hearty 
regale. At other times he will dine in the ftreets from Cooks* Ihbps wherever any 
grateful odour falutes him from the (learning kitchens. In this he is not particular, 
many individuals, on account of the fuperior cooking at thefe (hops, being fervetf jfiv)rn 
them with their meals. . Again, in riding along His Majefty vtill enter a houfe, ajftri 
dineonwhatever the fapuly may have provided for itfelf. 

' ^llhe third matter worthy of remark is an annual folemnity in memory of the death 
of Afi* which is celebrated on the 21 ft of the montli Ramadhan, on which occafion 
thore aure two prisceflions by two of their congregations, each of them accompanied 
by a great part of the city, and a number of tne nobles of the kingdom'; vfrheti Ifrtfoe 
city; the King even follows in either the one or other of them. The fifft 
filled by t a number of horfes covered with ornaments 
,; Cdut^ : y;J^:^Cir laddies are trophies of bows and arrows,* fwords, 
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of AH, and defignate his immenfe bulk. Afterwards follows a bier, and fotnetimesa 
number ofhter£' of black velvet, and covered with trophies of various arms, ofFen/ive 
and dcfenfive, raifed very high and i'nnpouhfed with tufts of feathers and otfier/imi/ar 
decorations. Thefe biers are accompanied by a number of fingers, with cymbals, 
gongs, and fifes, with which they make the air refound, leaping about inceflimtly, and 
roaring put with all their might in a mo ft hideous manner. People of quality go on 
horfeback in the prcceflion, the timb, which is extremely numerous, on fe>ot. 

This procclfion marches round the Meidan or great fquarc, which I have before 
deferibed and Hops for a while before, the Royal palace, and again before the principal 
tnofque oppofite, whence after certain prayers each repairs to his home. The Vizier of 
Hifpahan on the one part, and the King’s treafurer on the other, appear on the fquare, 
each attended by a number of cavaliers, who clear the way of the crowd. It is their lpecial 
care alfo to prevent quarrels between the two proceflions on account of precedence, 
which fomefirnes happen, and terminate in the lofs of lives. 

The fourth object I have to notice is the Fcaft of Rofes, which lafts the whole time 
of their remaining in bloom. During this period you fee nothing but dancing to the 
found of various inftruments in all the public places, by night as well as by day, and 
people regaling themfelves with coffee. A number of young children alfo in the coffee- 
houfes difplay their agility in a loofe and lafeivious manner, and run about the ftreets 
in the neighbourhood of the Meidan, attended by others carrying flambeaux and chan- 
deliers full of lights, who fcatter rofes on all they meet, receiving money in return. 
Ill other parts men and women repair without the city, where they take refrefhments, 
and amufe themfelves with throwing rofes at each other. This feaft of rofes appears 
to me a remnant of the ancient feftivities held in honour of Flora, in the fame feafon 
of the year. 

As for thevtemperature of the air in this country, both the heat and cold are very 
tolerable, notwithftanding, in the open funlhinc, the warmth far furpafles that of Italy. 
The cold is never very intenfe, although in the months of January and February, the 
only ones of winter, there falls a quantity of fnow. It rains fofeldom, that, from the 
time of my arrival up to December, I have never remarked more than once a few drops 
in the beginning of autumn. Owing to this drynefs, and the mild and refrcfhing breezes 
which Tnsmuently prevail, the air is incomparably pure and falubrious ; whence nobody 
retires to okffe apartments to Heap in the fummer, (that is from May to September,) 
but take repefe on the floor ot their houfes, without any counterpane of mats, as is 
ufual in the roll of Alia, and fcveral parts of the Archipelago, or any other covering what- 
fofcver, but wholly expo fed to the open air. Others, however, not inclined to rife with 
the lark, retire to the Divan-chane, fronting their courts Or gardens. 

The drynefs and natural fterility of the earth, which contains a quantity of nitre, 
exatls of the hulhandman confiderable care and abundance of manure. In this country 
they ufe indifferently the dung of cattle and men, and fu-ch is the demand for the latter, 
that inffead of its cofi. g any thing to have privies emptied, the fervants receive a 
h^ndfotne compenfatiom e grn thofe who take aw'ay the foil. From the drought and 
requifitenefs of water, ' grKf t qins are taken to obtain it, and bring it from confiderable 
diftance for irrigating the uA r > u jfv which means, and by the additionqf compoft, the 
fructifying influence of ;^he iv^gjngiuces almoft every thing in this climate. If any 
thing be wanting produ(. e VhKp e an ii>ountries, it is lefs owing to the ignorance of the 
inhabitants, or the wa^^7aty 0U .rp fuch articles on their part, than the incapacity 
of th.e amended foil onP* oquiawf yield them. Above all the delicate or delicious 
’ rv -' C ' fruits. 
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. 'o&'ufttry,' k.'mjr' excels the reft is a kind 

of i ajpHcctf, called 4 by flje. Peffiaris, it Wttt other fpecies, by a mixed 

word half Arabic half Perfiari, tokhrh efk-fhems, fignifying fun’s feed. 

Melons here are eaten nine months out of the twelve, and are of an exquifite flavour; 
grapes all the year round ; of thefe there is a fpecies called chifkmifk, of a greenifli 
colour, oblong, and Without ftones. This, either frefh or dry, is delicious, either by 
itfelf or mixld with their different, dilhcs, particularly pilao. Here is like wife found 
a certain fort of pulfe called mafk, unknown in Italy, and excellent : it is of a greenifli 
colour, not much larger than lentils, not fo flat, more refctubling a pea in fliape, but 
not of equal fixe. 

As I have nothing further to write to you of matters relative to Perfia in general, 

I (hall give fome account of my individual affairs, knowing as I do that they will not 
be indifferent to you. Fir ft, then, I enjoy good health, am fomewhat leaner than for- 
merly, of which I know not thecaufe; it is not occafioned by the heat, for it agrees 
with me, not to over exercife ; for I have been almoft idle for ten months back. Is it 
owing to my being married ? I cannot think fo \ for when much more plump than at 
prefent, I was notlefs the f'ervant of the ladies. Poflibly it may be owing to the dif- 
ferent food. Iiifpahan becomes wearifome to me in the abfence of the court and .all 
the nobility, notwithftanding its beauties and population ; and were it not for the 
converfation of fome among the good fathers which lias kept me alive,. I fhould furely. 
have died of the fpleen. 

' However, thank God, I am on the eve of leaving it to join the King, wherever he 
may be, and for the purpofe have already provided mylelf with tents, horfes, camels, 
carriages, and other requifites; fince I asfhall have to follow the army, I muft carry my 
houfe with me a la Scythe, and be provided with horfes to harnefs to the carriages at 
an inftant’s notice, either by night or day. I have therefore a chain of caniels, (a 
chain confifts of feven) but am fearful as my baggage is weighty thefe will fcarcely 
fuftice. I have chofen them of a Pcrfian race, on account of their being beft fitted for 
fatigue ; hardy, and capable of enduring the winters of Armenia, where ufually the 
army encamps. The camels of Pcrfia differ from thofe of Egypt, Arabia, Turkey, 
or any other country ; are ftronger, larger, and have more hair on the neck and legs. 

I take but four faddle-horfes with me, which will be fufficient for myfelf and thofe I 
raoft regard ; as for war-horfes and horfes of parade, I fliall meet with them on the fpot, 
fuperior and cheaper than any I can purchafe here. All that I wait for now is the 
making of certain dreffes, and horfe accoutrements, which I muft take with me hence. 
All my liveries are complete $ they are red and yellow, and will I trull: appear novel 
and extraordinary at court, as it is not ufual to drefs fervants in this manner ; I may 
thus fet a fafhion eventually, as the Pcrfians are great imitators. The King, as I have 
before noticed, has long been apprized of my arrival ^and I underfland from the Auguflin 
monk and the Englifh refident ke turned from court, (whither the latter had gone for 
the R oyal decifion on a difference between himfelf and the Portuguefe refident,) that 
His Majefty made many enquiries refpefting me and fignified tJhut he was impatient 
to fee me. 

Enough of preparations ; I muft now proceed to give you a defeription of the 
fdl4tnn facrifice of the camel, at which I was prefent out of curiofity a fhoit time ago. 
The fiirft Aaybf the Little Bairane or Mahometan Eaftcr, called likewife fheBairanedel 
the facrifiee in commemoration of the facrifice of Abraham. It, fell 
this yea* on the 9th of December. The Mahometans are aceuftpmed to make facri- 
fice dfa number of vi&ims on this occafion, on the 10th day of the moon in their 

v a _ twelfth? 
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twelfth mopth, palled by them Di’l hadj& and kill federal lambs in their own houfes, 
part of which they eat, and give the reft to the poor j but in the* principal cities, or 
wherever the King happens to be,_ a- camel is facrificed, the Perfians reputing the 
animal {lain by Abraham in lieu of his fon, whom they fay was Ifhmael and not fiaac, 
to have been a camel, and not a ram as ftated in fcripture, The Turks, however, read 
the text after our manner, and ridicule the facrifice of the camel. 

The ceremony of the facrifice of the camel is as follows. Three days*previoufly, a 
female camel is led all over the city crowned with flowers, fuch as violets, and many 
fimilar (till in bloom, together with different herbs, among which I noticed a branch of 
the pine, accompanied by a great concourfe playing on cymbals and fifes. A mulla, or 
doctor of the law, follows, who at intervals chants their confdfion of faith and certain 
prayers. The people as /he paffes by pull off hair from her, which they prefer ve as 
3 relic. 

On the third day,.which is ufhered in with the found of trumpets, cymbals, and other 
inftruments, particular prayers, and where poflible, by difcharges of artillery ; after 
prayers, all the nobility, and the King, if he be on the fpot, together with the people, a 
mingled ijufs of all de/criptions, fome on foot and others on horfeback, repair without 
the city. In Hifpahan, the place where the ceremony is performed, is a large fquare or 
efplanade, full two miles frcrn the gate^ Here a large circle is formed, the inner rows 
,or which are occupied by the moft diftinguiflied perfons, in their "richeft and moft 
fuperb dreffes ; all the people being habited in their beft. Here they wait the arrival 
of the vi&im, which is firft conduced round the town again in the manner before de- 
scribed. Before the camel a lance is carried, or rather a zagay, handfomely mounted 
with fteel at the end, with which /he is to be flain. As foon as /he arrives at the deftined 
fpot, /he is driven into the circle, and furrounded by a number of the people refident 
about Hifpahan, as well as others. After placing her in the pofture requifite, one of 
the moft confiderable perfonages prefent, (this year Haider Sultan, captain of the gate 
of the King’s haram,) magnificently dreffed and covered with ornaments, takes the lance, 
and, as /lie lays on the right fide, back-handed!y pierces her through the heart. Imme- 
diately the people about throw themfelves upon the vi&im, and with fwords, knives, 
hatchets, or any other cutlery they may have, feparate it into a thoufand pieces ; the 
, mob, armed with bludgeons, difputing for participation,, , v^jfter the divifion, in deter- 
mining which cudgel-logic is of much more efficacy than oratory, the mob tumultu- 
oufly return to their various homes. 

Part of the fle/h of this animal is cooked and eaten with great devotion, the reft falted 
and preferred throughout the year, is regarded as a remedy for all kinds of infirmities. 
The head was fent to the King, the quarters are diftributed all over the city and the 
various villages adjoining, the number of which within a circle round Hifpahan of from 
twelve to fifteen miles is more than a thoufand. 

On account of the abfence of the court, few people bf high rank were prefent j the 
number was confined to the Vizier of Ilifoahan the prime minifter, Haider Sultan 
Bfefore-mentioned, and Melek Bey, who likewife is Melek Etthgiar, or king of the 
merchants. 

Lala Bey the great treafurer was to have been prefent, but receiving orders from the 
•King, be departed from Hifpahan fome days before. He invited me to accompany h ( m, 
but as my doing fo would have fubjefted me to many ceremonial inconveniences, I 
excufed myfelf on account of not having every thing ready, which was actually the feft. 
I begged of him, however, to leave one of his fervants with me to efcort me on the road, 
« r hnt£ nr 0 f,.r>r 0 nm do me credit, and be of fervice \o me. 


The 
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^jfeybqer libewife has brqmjfed to fur$ftj toe w|th a Jitter of credit, and engages 
for .toy being well received by the goveraow and officers of the cities and towns through 
which l fliall have to pafs. From appearance,, therefore,” no more than ohe thing will 
be wanting to me, ana that a companion of my own country, to take part in' my adven- 
tures, ipid ffiare my pleafures. You tnuft know I have no one any longer about me 
from Italy, 'Or even from Europe* haying been obliged to rid myfelf of the only two I 
bad, the anew Venetian whom I engaged at Aleppo, the other a Flemifh painter. My 
prefent houfehold confifts of Afiaticts entirely, among which one old man as major domo, 
and haram kie kaifi, dr keeper of the women ; one Armenian Chriftian as a harbinger, 
and three Chaldeans, one a cook, another a running footman, and the third ixs yet 
without an office. ' 

The King has already taken up his winter-quarters, and although yet uninformed of 
where,, I expert to find him in Mazanderan, a province which makes a part of Hircania, 
or rather Media, iri a certain city on the Cafpian Sea, which he has lately caufed to be 
built, called Ferhabad, a word compofed of Arabic and Perfian, and fignifying colony 
of gladnefs. The King is much delighted with this city, and takes a pleafure in 
augmenting and giving it every poflible embellifhment. It already is confidered as 
the metropolis of that province ; furpaffing by much every other in reputation and 
grandeur. 

We fhall, therefore, direct our courfe to Hircania, and vifit the Cafpian Sea, whence 
I fhall not fail to write to you. I kifs your hands. * • 

“ In the third letter, of which the preceding is an extract, much extraneous matter 
occurring, either relative to India, gathered from the accounts of others, hiftorical rela- 
tions generally known, or communications of a perfonal nature not interefting to the 
reader, they, as well as many repetitions, are omitted in the tranflation. 

f, 

LETTER IV. 

From Ferhabad the beginning of May 1618, 
and Cazvin the 2 $tb July following. 

SHORTLY before my departure from Hifpahan, I addreffed a letter to you, in 
which 1 gave an exa£t account of my travels up to that time. As 1 am conftafitly 
mindful of the promife I made you, I fhall continue to relate occurrences as they hap- 
pen, detail myprogrefs through the countries I vifit, and the curiofities I .meet with. 
With this view I have to iaform you, that on the 30th of December laft, while yet at 
Hifpahan, the Mahometans perceiving the hew moon on the previous evening (the 
beginning of their day, after the manner of the Jews) began to celebrate the firft day of 
the month Muharrem, the beginning of their new year, the 1027th of the Hegira, that 
is to fay, the flight of Mahomet from Mecca to Medina, on account of his being igno- 
minioufly driven thence for introducing his new opinions and falfe religion. In cqjvQ?- 
quence, this day was the firft of the Amur, or the ten, during which the Pecfians give 
public and authentic demonftrations of their regret for the death of the unfortunate 
jiuflein, the Ion of Ali and Fatima the daughter of the Prophet. 

* This Huffein, canonized by the Mahometans and acknowleged by the Perfians as 
, the true Iman and fovereign chief of their fe£t, and from whom the prefent . Kings of 
Peffi^ boaffi of being defeended, was attacked on his way by thofe of ihe bppbfile fac- 
***•,.„ y • , •• -'.V ;• rv-; tion. 
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tton, and, together with from feventy to eighty 

defarts of Aratwa at a place Called KirhulM, : ;wh^;lte:fe^t^®^,' %>nl^hre : !s Mil 
in high venfe^ion, and his death bewailed with certain ceremonies*: ./ JEhttfog • the Arthur 
nothing is heard but lamentations, moll of the 'peopkv^wilsu^^lackv ' a^jcojto^-^fey' 
never aflame at any other time. No one during this period either fhaves or batbespana ,• 
all fcrupuloufly follow the prefcriptions of the Koran, abftaimng from every kind of 
fetifuality, all pleafures, and all diver Aon. Many of the poorer fort are Sccuflomed to 
bury themlelves up to the mouih in the ftroets, covering their heads with a vafe, over 
which earth is depofited, and remain thus from dawn (ill fanfet, and even daring part . 
of the night, other poor p erfons fitting by the while, and a Iking ahnsof paflengers. 

Others again run naked about the ftroets, with only their privities concealed with a 
piece of black cloth or facking of a dark colour, their fielh daubed over with Ihining 
blacking, fo as to referable as many devils. Thefe are accompanied by others painted 
red, in token of Mullein dying covered with blood, and collectively they fing in a 
mournful llrain the praife of Huffein, and deicriptions of his martyrdom, beating time 
with two pieces of wood or ribs of certain animals, which produce a melancholy found, 
and dancing all the while in midlt of the crowd. Sometimes they unite with mounte- 
banks, felling their theriaca, thus gathering money from the Ipo&ators. 

Every day at noon one of their mulla, of the race of Mahomet, repairs to the fpot 
where thefe exhibitions go forward. This mulla is not called an emir, as at Conftanti- 
nople, nor a fh<*rife, as in Egypt, but from an Arabic word i’ddi or monfieur. This 
mulla, then, drclt on this occafion in a green turban, of which colour it is never 
worn by the Perfians at any other time, mounts an elevated pulpit, where feated in 
midft of a number of people, men as well as women, either on the floor or very low 
feats, he recites a panegyric on the virtues of llulfein, and deferibes the manner of his 
death ; exhibiting occalionally to the people, extremely attentive to what he fays, certain 
figures reprefenting the circumftances to which he alludes, and endeavouring to excite 
their commifcration and tears. This ceremony is likewife copied in the mofquos, and 
the moll public parts of the ftreets, which are adorned and illuminated for the purpofc : 
the audience all the while bathed in tears, fighing and moaning, beating their breads 
and difplaying the greateft affliction, frequently repeat with much expreffion of agony 
thefe laft verfes of one of their poetic monodies, Va Huffein \J Shah Huffein ! Alas 
Huffein ! the Shah llufl'ein ! 

On the tenth day, the day on which the* murder was effected, there are proceflions 
in every quarter of the city, rcfembling thofe on the commemoration of the death of 
Alijwith fimilar ceremonies, except thofe on a certain camel three or four young children 
are placed in panniers, in memory of thofe of the defund ’who were thrown in prifon, 
finging mournful ditties. There are likewife biers covered with black velvet fur- 
mounted by the tag. On fome even are a green turban and a fword. The trophies, 
fimilar to thofe in the proceflion for Ali, are carried on vhe heads of men, who dance 
inceffailtly to the founds of cymbals and gongs, turning continually as they dance, and 
taping time with much grace. The country people from the neighbourhood accom- 
pany the train with cudgels, to ufe where occafion againfi: thofe m other proceflions 
whom they may chance to encounter, not only to fecure to their aflertiblage a prece- 
dency, but alfo in commemoration of the ftrife in which Huflbin was killed ; they hold- 
ing for certain, in cafe of being flain on this occafion, that they fball enter piaradife imme- 
diately; believing, morever, that all who die during the ten days of the Afhur are 
' tranfported thither direCtly. * 

<v:#: # - ' ■ ' ■ * But ■ 
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: B^ta-my departure. Having provided a litter tbri the, back of a caraelfbr Madame 
Maani, npt .lady*' and all things being m readinefs, on Friday in the evening; the 19th of 
JfajBwary I left Hifpahan, efcorted.by alLthe brotherhood of Carmelites, Adguf- 

, (tines, and other fecular Europeans then in the city, who accompanied me to the begin- 
ning of the road to Ferhabad, the city at which the' King was rcprcfented to be. The 
firfl daf we travelled no more than a league, it being late when I leftHifpahan, and relied 
at a village called Beccabad ; the country about which is barren, and white as if covered 
with fnow, a circumftatlce owing, as I conceive, to its abounding- fo much in nitre. 

That I may omit nothing, I mud inform you that didances are mea/ured in Perfia 
by leagues, or paralanga, as mentioned by Herodotus, Xenophon, and fevcral other 
authors, called, however, by corruption, ferfeitg. The 'finks, indeed, call them agaj, 
or trees, they being marked by trees. The length of them is fimilar to thofe of Spain, 
that is to fay, equal to four Italian miles. 

The manner of travelling here is as follows : the hararn, or ladies, go before, with 
all the camels and carriages, together with the domcdics who efcort them. Thefe lad 
go on foot chiefly, well armed, yet without fatiguing themfelves, as when weary they 
mount the camels. - Having eight fervants with me, four or five are allotted to this 
department. The chief or governor of the hararn accompanies the ladies, on horfeback. 
This perfon is ufually either an eunuch, or a venerable old man with a white beard, 
who is armed as well as the red, and has the command of the efcort. .It was one of the 
latter defeription which 1 employed, who had had the care of Madame Maani from her 
youth, and loved her with the tendernefs of a father. He it was who, when obliged to 
fly from Mardiu, her native country, like Mitcebus who followed Camilla, never quitted 
her for an in Hunt, but carried her from the deflruclion of war, fcated before him on 
horfeback. When, however, any difficulties occurred on the way as we proceeded, I 
fer.t to his abidance a Marfeillois, whom I have lately hired, and who is at prefent the 
only European in my fervice. I find him more clever than the red of my fervants, and 
ufe him w hen occafion as an avant courier to clear the wav. 

After tiie hararn ir lent forward the mailer mounts his horf’e an hour afterwards or 
foj.witli the other fervants who accompany him on horfeback, as it is requifite he fhould 
have a rdpcctable appearance, aviuong thefe I have condanliy a methu, or fquire, who 
looks after the horfes, and ferves me as a valet, carrying behind him two large port- 
manteaus, cornprifing a final! carpet, mattrafs, pillow, and coverlid, for one perfon, that 
they may be ready on occafion, without having refort to the luggage borne by the 
camels, and a robe lined with fur, with a great coat and other fimi'lar defences againd 
cold, rain, &c. In thole alio are carried provifions and fvveet meats to eat on the way. 
Alter this description, you will not wonder at the linall number of leagues we travel 
in a clay. 

The fccond day we made no more progrefs than two leagues, puffing the night in a 
dilapidated caravanlerai, at u ftnall town called Rie. On the third day we travelled 
eight leagues, beginning our journey an hour before dawn, taking up our lodging at a 
caravariferai called Serdchew, Handing by itfelf. Here, however, we found provifiaj.il, 
the hod keeping always a (lore for the ufe of travellers. In thefe caravanf^rai on ihe 
road the traveller is received gratis, and may remain as long as he pleafes. In the 
ckies lie pays a trifle ; but unlike thole on the road, which are open, the. rooms of the 
latter have locks to the doors, for the maintenance of which the charge is made. 1'hey 
are, however, entirely deditute of furniture. 

From Hifpahan to this caravanlerai we traveried over a.flat country. On the fourth 
day we j ourmed five leagues on a level road, between hills entirely bare of vegetation of 
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any-kind, likctlfetvbote of the province*# Irak, whi&paiffijrwjth fbsne far the ancient 
Parthia ; thekfooftr of the fahabkanfe and ‘fat abundihce of water alone diaking fertile 
tihoft j pHc&wpch are peopled. T^bdayMadanu Maani : «ai thfaway 

of otfr diyVjoHttiBy, ma garden belonging to the King, called Tagxabad, or the cufoey 
of the'ctaram. Over the gate there ip a Imallpavilian, fiwildr to that I hdvfe before 
ddcriherf over the gateof the entrance to the palace in Hifpahan, bdt nolab large, fa 
hanpfamc, nor fo cdftly. Here I have to obferve, that the archi tenure of fell the notifies 
belonging to the King which I have hitherto feen is the fame $ the hoUfes are (mall, 
contain a number of rooms with many doors, and the decorations are ,WhbHy fimHar. 
The garden was full of trees and fruit ; its only remarkable beauty, however, was a long 
alley reaching from* the houfe to the extremity, lined with cyprefs-trees and paved With 
done. -In the middle of the garden ran a large ftream, whence flowed feveral pleating 
branches, and numerous water-falls, or rather courfes, over irregular beds, afforded a 
pleating murmur. 

After dining on the banks of this ftream, we arrived in the evening at a town called 
Kaur, taking up our abode in a private houfe, the caravanferai affording fhelter only 
for our cattle. On the fifth day, after travelling four leagues, we rated at a town 
called T)ep-abad ; well watered with rivulets abounding fo plentifully with filh, that 
they may be taken out with the hand. We paffed the night in the houfe of one of the 
principal inhabitants of this town, which is of confiderable fize, from whom we met 
With great civility. The fixth day, after going over again four leagues, we lodged 
With forae private perfons, at a town called Buz-abad, or the colony of ice, but met 
With only indifferent treatment : mid-way we faw a large refervoir of water, to which 
ybu defeend by fteps, conftruCted for the convenience of travellers, there being no 
fountains in this part ; and towards evening paffed by a large mofque, with gardens, 
apartments, and conveniencies for the perfons redden t on the fpot, who look after this 
plabe of worfhip with great care. It is held by the Perfians in great veneration, and 
called by them Saleh i Mufa Cadhum, from the perfon interred here ; the feventh 
day, Thurfday 25 th January, five leagues beyond, wc reached the city of Cafhan, and 
took up our refidence in a very large and handfome caravanferai belonging to the Sfyah, 
out of the city, and in the neighbourhood of the King’s palace, where we remained for 
Some rime to refrefh and reft ourfelves. 

•JCaihan is a city of fmall fize for Perfia, though both larger and better peopled than 
Averfa, or Capba in the kingdom of Naples. The traffic in it is confiderable, on account 
of its being the high road to Cafvin, Tebriz, the weftem parts of Turkey, the Cafpian 
Sea, and all the north. Among other articles there are here numerous manufactories 
of filks } the chief part of thofe ufed in Perfia or fent abrfiad being made here. Herte 
they manufacture filks of all deferiptions, but not with fuch tafte nor^pf fuch fine colours 
as^witb us ; they particularly, from want of cochineal and its deamefs, dye very few.of 
A crimfbn colour. * * * 

The fite of Cafhan is on the extremity of ah extenfive plain at the foot of very lofty 
mountains. So great is the heat in this city, that the winter is fcarcely felt, but, on the 
other hand, the summer is intolerably hot. The inhabitants, however, are pleftteouffy 
*' fie d With cooling fruits of every deferiprion, fuch as oranges, lemons, limed, ^aad 
A c ''a buildings, there are none that are handfoma, tpe baths andtheearayan- 
Before tbe King's palace inihe fubprbs is a very wide and kmg fe 'sW , 
Wifa die gateaof thecity, the*pafece beSjng on. one of ife ffaetu ; 
t%,ihe!diy areJhwft With niajMta«,accWingm fehjtaasnjlife 

i 6 alhtlefi|Uare white building, furrouhded by walls, withnumexQUsWdnapws 

and 
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and balconies, perfectly fymmetrical and exa&ly proportioned, which makes a very 
fine appearance. • > * 

As I am ever defirous of forming acquaintance with the learned, in the little time I 
remained here I got introduced to a Jew, a native of Shiras, whofe family, however, 
came orgina|ly from Safer, at prefent a feminary of the moll: learned and molt religious 
among tlhe Jews in Paled inc ; his name Mullah Mcffih. He was brought to Cal'chan 
by the King fo practice pliyfic. He carries on this profellion publicly, receiving per- 
fons at his houfe with great civility* but v ill ting none ; where ncceffary to Tend to the 
patient, from his being too weak to come to confult him, lie difpatches fome ignorant 
fervant, and prescribes from his report of the fymptoms, without examining the urine, 
feeling the pulfe, or feeing the patient. He (hewed me his library, which contained 
nothing curious ; and bolides this, two balls, which he informed me were of mercury, 
that he had fixed, the focretof which art he proffered to difelofe, on condition of my 
acquainting him with the tv.-, thod of making looking-glafl’es, an art on which I had been 
difeourfing with him, and of which I was maffer ; but I declined his offer, not being 
partial to chymiftry, living wholly ignorant of it, and expecting nothing but foine paltry 
deception from a Jew whole knowlege appeared to be far from extenfive. 

While at Cal'chan, employed in converfing with this Jew, Madame Maani, wifhing to 
buy fome filks and other matters, repaired for the purpofe to the Bazar-i-flaun, a place 
in the middle of the Bazar, furrounded by walls. Now, in this quarter no women of 
quality are wont to go in the day-time with their cudomary attendants, and in the night 
it is clofed ; Madame Maani, therefore, went incognita in a fervant’s drefs, with only 
one of her domedics, her lalu or governor, and two other fervants at a diflance. Faffing 
along the Bazar in a crowded part, an infolent man, taking her for a fervant, pufhed 
her, laying hold of her arm as drunkards in the flreets are wont to do with the women 
they meet. Upon this, Madame Maani, forgetting fhe was dred as a fervant, put her- 
felf in a rage. Decorum, however, prevented her from making a noife, die therefore 
fimply expreffed by figtis to the two men behind what had happened, and pointed out 
the offender. One of them who comprehended her followed the man, and gave him a 
beating, but being joined by one of his comrades, who, as well as the offender, were 
fervants of a fon-in-law of the King, rendered inl'upportably infolent by the diftin&ion 
fhewn them, and bothering armed,* my two fervants immediately drew their fwords, 
and conducted them I'd ves fo bravely that the boldeft and moft offenfive was laid on the 
ground, having received, befides two mortal blows, fuch a violent cut from a feymetar 
as feparated both the fhouldgrs. The others who had come to his affiftance were diiperfed 
with many a kick, without my people being l'ubjedt to any inconvenience. As foon as I 
heard of the affair I waited upon the Daroga, or governor of the city, to acquaint him 
of the circ.umflan§cs of the quarrel, and fatisfy him of the innocence of my fervants ; 
in which Ifuccecdcd, meeting with great civility, and receiving excufes on his part for 
not having furnifhed me with a houfe, which, hall he been informed of my arrival, it 
would have been his duty and pride to have done. 

The robe of the Perfians, which is made of cloth, differs in fome refpe&s from that of 
the 1’urks, being more fitnple, flraighter, and more open above.’ The under waiftcoat, 
which they wear in winter only over the ffiirt, and which is not feen, is generally made 
of India cotton extremely. fine. In fummer they wear fimply an outer jacket, or rather 
coatj.quiltod and lined with cotton, W'hich fits the body exactly, covers the ftomacb, 
and is very narrow at the waift, on the right fide of w hich it is laced ; it has long, 
narrow, plaited fleeves, without any buttons at the wrift. From the waifl downwards 
voi.. ix. ' it 
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it expands in the manner of p bell, reaching to the calf of the leg, where itois widefl, 
and is kept expanded by the ftrdhgth of the quilting. *• ( 

Injjeneral, thefe veils or coats are made as before obferved of Indian cloth ftained 
of arnigle colour, but the figures are whimfical, and are therefore fo much the more 
prized. When thefe cloths are new, they are as glofly and luftrous as fapn. . They ' 
wear two failles below the ftomach, one above the other. The longer Is well as the 
fhorter ar^ of filk, extremely fine and handfome, frequently worked with gold,, 
as their chief pride is in the number, variety, and beauty of their faflies, which diftin- 
guifh the high clafles from the lower. The fhorter, to relieve the beauty of the other, 
and Ihew it to greater advantage, is only of one colour, and much more fimple than 
the firft ; and although this fecond girdle be frequently of cotton, or camel’s hair, it is 
not irt lefs clteem, being oftentimes of greater value than thofe made of filk. 

In winter the Perfians wear but one upper garment, made fomewhat to refemble a 
frock coat, and chiefly very fhort, fo much fo, that it fcarcely flaps the hau^ies of 
the horfe when they ride ; the common people wear it fomewhat longer, ^ but 
never to reach lower than the bend of the knee. It is principally of cloth, but of a 
curious colour, different from that of the vefl, and trimmed with cords and filk frogs. 
On grand occafions, their coats are of filk and gold, and moflly lined with fur, of 
which they have abundance that is very handfome, of white, black, and grey colours, 
with fome unknown among us, particulary that of a kind of lamb, peculiar to the pro- 
vince of Khorafan, the hair of which is long" and curling : their fhoes are of cloth of 
fome lively colour ; the women, however, wear them of velvet and gold cloth alone. 

They take efpecial care that every part of their drefs fhall be of a different colour, 
in this varying from our practice ; nor do they choofe common colours, fuch as blue, 
green, and the like, but compound and whimfical tints, fuch as bronze colour, that 
of the camel, of wine lees, olive and fimilar; but of all, that which in my efteem is 
the moft brilliant is a flame colour, by the fide of which our iiveliefl fcarlet or carna- 
tion appears as nothing, and among their darker colours, a certain deep green pleafed 
me highly than the moft fafhiona'ulc of any in the Kafl. It is called Negti or Neft, 
from its fimiiitude of tint to that of a certain oil exuded from the earth in the neigh- 
bourhood of Backu, a city of Albania on the Cafpian fea, dependant on Perfia. This 
oil being very cheap is ufed for burning, and produces a co|jjderable revenue to the 
crown ; it has alfo fome medicinal qualities, and is not unknown to our druggifts. 

The fvvortls here are much rnbre curved than thofe of Turkey, and have only one 
edge, the guard is fimply a crofs, the blade is ufually d^malked. The {heaths are 
fhagreen of either a black or red colour, the extremity like the hilt damafked after the 
Perfian manner ; the belt, narrow and very handfome, is of the natural colour of the 
doe-fkin of which it is made. 

They always wear a turban of a flriped colour over a ground of white cotton, very 
rarely is the turban wholly white. r People of rank Hhve it either embroidered with 
gold or filver, or plain, as they happen to fancy \ it is always fo large as to conceal the 
fittle cap in the middle I have not hitherto perceived that the turban, except that with 
a tag, marks any diflin&ion of rank. Many in the winter time, when very cold, wear 
a long pointed bonnet under the turban, the extremity of which appears above, an^ the 
lower part Serves to keep the head and ears warm. It is <of the fame defcriptioq“ as 
Xenophon del'cribes the Thracians to have worn in his time. Some wear this kind of cap 
alone, but thefe are only thecommon people ; except, indeed, the Georgians, who, having 
the turban in abhorrence, wear it indilcriminately, both high and low. In this part, 

hovrever. 
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however, • the Chriftians accommodate themfelves to the pommon practice. Green is 
allowed tel be worn*here, which is exprefsly forbidden *in Turkey. Of this colour not 
only do they wear coats and turbans, but evendhoes or boots, which are frequency of 
fbagreen among people of rank : I, however, who find them too ftiff for my feet, wear 
them of Morocco leather like the common people. The fhape of their fliocs is dif- 
ferent to thore of the Turks, being -pointed at the toe, with high heels. 

The drefs of the women is very fimple, and without ornament, although the rich are 
not fparing in having a variety of cloth, filk, and gold, with handfome tiffue of various 
kinds. Their drefs is much lefs loofe than that of the Turkilh ladies, and in my efteem 
is not fo becoming ; their falh, likewife, is tic-d very low, almoft Gelow the haunches, 
which appears to me very ungraceful. The veil they wear refembles that of the 
women of Bagdad, and is tied in the lame manner in front, but trains to the ground on 
each fide : it is of various colours, extrem el yffanci f u 1 and extraordinary. Their hc-ad- 
drefs ja fimple, and adorned with precious Hones. They wear here only one row 
of pearls, not round the neck as with us, but about the temples, and pendant for about 
four fingers in length over the face. They wear likewife two loofe ringlets of hair 
proceeding from the top of the head, and hanging indifferently on the one or the other 
fide- of the face, which have a beautiful effect. When ladies go into the city they cover 
their head and body with a white fhcct, after the manner of the Syrians, on horfeback, 
and generally led by a fervant. * - , , 

To return, however, to my travels. After making the remarks I have detailed at Caf- 
chan, I left it on Sunday the 28 th of January, proceeding however according to cuftonr 
no more than a league from the city, and taking up my abode at a caravanferai in a large 
town called Bidyal. On Monday we were enabled to continue our progrefs, and 
reached two caravanferai which are together at a place called Deckien, after travelling 
feven leagues over large plains of loofe and barren fands, in which the horfes funk to 
their girths, without feeing any villages or habitations, the country being entirely a 
delarr. On Tuefduy we made fix leagues, traverfing large plains of fait ; the country 
is very even and w hite as a Iheet, nothing vegetable grows upon them ; and in 
funvm r, from the reflection of the fun’s rays, the heat is fo extreme that travellers com- 
monly journey by a way fomewhat about in order to avoid it. In winter this country 
is often inundated without to fuch a height that the horfes are w,et to the very flaps 
of the fuddle, and the country out of the beaten track being then boggy, in cafe of 
getting out of the road the traveller runs great rifle of being loft, to prevent which 
pofts are fixed at diftances. to mark the courfe of the highway. Fortunately for me 
there was no waters out on my travelling the plain, the feafon being unufually dry. 

The fait of this plain, which 1 tailed, is very white and palatable, but is not ufed by 
the Perfians on account of their having fufficicnt of a fuperior quality called mountain 
fait. About the middle of this plain, which is five leagues in extent, I difeovered a 
fmall patch of black earth tranfyorted thither by order of the King of Perfia, who going 
a pilgrimage on foot to one of their inofques in Khorafan which is much frequented, 
and unable to pafs this wide plain in one day, had it brought hither that he might 
lodge dry for the night. At prefent, it ferves for the caravans who travel this way in 
the winter. 

•This day we traverfed the whole of this fait plain, but could not arrive* at any place 
of retreat by night fall, we confequently having had the precaution of furnifhing our- 
felves with every requifite, not excepting even wood for firing and water. The evening 
being very fine, Madam Maani would not have the tent railed nor fleep in her litter. 
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but flept with me, heaven for our canopy fpangled with ftars, but under goad quilted 
counterpanes of cotton, with furred caps on. % f 

On Wednefday, the laft day of January, after travelling from five to fix leagues we 
refted' at night at a caravanferai called Scyah-cuh ; tha; is to lay, black-mountain, from 
one which appears at a diftance of that colour, in the neighbourhood, j^hat day we 
dined near a rc-fervoir of fweet water, of which we laid in itore, there bang none but 
what is fait at the caravanferai ; on account of which, the King has ordered the con- 
flruclion of another at a lliort diftance, and il-verely puuiflied the architect of the pre- 
lent for his improvidence in building it where was no good water. 

In this caravanferai, after a long abftintncc from wine, 1 took fome at flipper; 
the motive for which was 'he ftrong importunitv of Madam Maani, iolicitous of having 
children, The had confultcd with certain phyficians who Lad afa ibed her barrennefs to 
my abftinence from wine. * 

On Thurfday the ift of February, wc rofe two hours before day, as we ha^eight 
leagues to travel ere we fhould arrive at a rolling place. We cnfilaJed along i road, 
level, indeed, but difficult to travel, on account of its being fo muddy that the horfes- 
funk in it up to their girths. Now, however, it is amended, the King having caufcd a 
road to be conftru&ed and paved over this boggy flat. This road, which is five leagues 
in length, being perfectly ftraight, wide, and hand fome, is very extraordinary, and has 
,a fuperb appearance, being perceptible, owing to its evennefs from one extremity to the 
other. It is not yet entirely complicated, but the workmen labour hard to finifli it. 
For the paffage of rivulets in various parts arches are formed, among the reft one of 
this defeription about the middle is extremely fpacious. In its tides final] places are 
made for the traveller to reft upon. This arch or bridge is over a river called Ajji 
Chi'ai, that is to fay, bitter river, the water of it from the quantity of fait with which 
it is impregnated being actually bitter. 

Having palled this bad road, and three leagues of good be fore and fubfequent 
thereto, we refted at night in the caravanferai of afmall town called Refkme. Friday, 
which was the day of the Purification, as well on account of its being a feftival as to 
mend the girths of the camel which carried the litter, we remained at Refkme until 
evening, and travelled thence only one league to a large town called Mehalle bagh, 
oi* the vineyard of the neighbourhood. This is a little out of the road, but we pro- 
ceeded to it, as moll do, on account of the quantity of fruit and other convenie nces 
to be found there. This town is fituated at the extremity of the plain, at the foot of 
very high mountains which traverfe the country, and apparently are a branch from 
thole of Syria, which fend forth many, reaching even to China, under the different 
names of Taurus, Caucafus, Imaus, and others. 1 he inhabitants, indeed, are unac- 
quainted with the different names given them by various ancient and modern authors, 
but this is not aftonifhing; for, feparate from the difficulty of obtaining faithful relations 
of matters at fo great a diftance, they are not accuftormAl to give general names to their 
mountains, each one having the name of the village to which it is contiguous, and 
'their villages are numerous. 

We refted for the night at Mehalle bagh, in the houfe of one of the moll powerful 
in the province, who fhewed us many civilities, and to whom, on our departure, we 
made a preftnt in return of a veil, a gift in high eltecm in this country. On Saturday 
we entered the mountains, which we traverfed by a very deep and narrow valley, much 
refembling that you have feen in Umbria in Italy, called Valle Strettura; this, 
however, is much longer. 

Through 
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* Through this valley we travelled by a very even road, theafcent or decline being, 
fearccly perceptible; the mountains on each fide being Very lofty, and in parts the 
palfage is fo narrow where the road winds fhat one could fcarcely get through it 
with the litter. A final! river or rather a large rivulet runs through the bottom 5 *^? the 
valley, on the brink ol which we difeovered an uninhabited village in ruins. We 
were fo ihdflr charmed with the frefhnefs of the water, that Madame Maani and myfelf 
hatred here t<3 dine, fending on the fervants. We perceived likewife a (mail ftreamlet 
formed from feveral fprings, and dxt remedy pe llucid. Tempted to tafte its water, we 
were furprized to find them as bitter and unpalatable as that of the other was frefti 
and agreeable ; which quality, on examination, 1 difeovered to proceed from one of 
its currents of fupply running over a vein of fait as it winded along. 

We arrived towards evening at a certain fpotjn the fame valley, where in a grotto 
formed either by nature or art the caravans are u fed to halt, there being no other 
fhelt$j$kfor a confiderable diilancc. Madame Maani would not however flop here on 
accoimi of its being very dirty, having the day before been the refidcnce of a number 
of pigs marked red and white, which the King, who is but little ferupulous on matters 
of religion, either to pleafe himfelf or gratify the Chriftians of Ferhabad, and enable 
them to preferve the breed among them, had caufed to be driven thither fronv Hifi 
pahan. The mode of transport adopted was curious, as, in order to fhorten the time of 
their journey, they were carried in panniers like women. 

The grot being found in a filthy condition, we continued our journey till midnight with 
great difficulty, and very unpleafantly, owing to the gloom of the valley, and a fall of fleet, 
from our having alio freque ntly to ford the rivulet 1 have mentioned. This was alfo the 
firft day of our perceiving fnow on the mountains, or experiencing inclement weather. 
At length we reached a town at midnight called llebfi-rad, where we refled all the 
following day to refrefh our cattle. On the fucceeding day, 5 th of February, we con- 
tinued our route ftill through the lame valley, which v/e difeovered was divided into 
two by a ridge of mountains. The road to the left appearing to us moll beaten, we 
took that in pr^jprence, and had proceeded about a mile wlren wo learned from Tome 
Hup herds that vve were going aflrav, and trod bad: our liens to take the road on the 
right, which was covered with fnow, and muddy owing to its beginning to thaw. 

We had a fall of fnow again towards evening, and at length, after journeying four 
leagues arrived late at a town called Firux cub, or the victorious mountain. This 
town is on the fummit of the mountains in an expoled fi mat ion, to which however, 
notwithilanding its eminence, theafcent is gentle. This nmn is the hi If of the province 
of Irak, in confcquence of which tile copper money of Ilifpahan c cafes to pals for 
more ihan half its value. is a remarkable circiimilance in Peril a, that although 
fiber coin be univerfally current at the fame vale \ copper fhould pafs in a dilfcrent 
province to that in which it was i filled at only half its price, notwithflanding it be 
larger and heavier than that m circulation of tholhunp of the province in which it is 
tendered. Tuefday, we remained all day at Firuz-cuh. Wedncfday we continued 
our courle towards Mazanderan, always on a defeent, that province bordering on the 
fea, and being a level country, fo that we had to go down halPas deep again from the 
mountain of Feruz-cuh as the valley from its llimmit whence we afe ended. Here, how- 
ever, it may not be improper to give you a description of Mazanderan. 

This province is fituated as I have before remarked on the Cafpiah fea, in the 
fouth eafl, having the province of Afterabad, depend. im on a Khan fubjedb to the King, 
on the call, and the fea on its weiterri fide; Ghilan, whk h was annexed by his 
preleutMajcfty to Perfia, and which is governed by a viceroy, on the well, and the pro- 
vince 
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vince of Irak on its fouthem fide. But in order to give you a better comprehenfion of 
the pofition of their various coufitries, I fhall make the tour of the Gafpian Sea ; fpeci- 
fying the divifions and modern names of* the countries, to enable you to compare them 
with the defcripjion of ancient authors. 

As before described, weft of Ma'zanderan, on the Cafpian Sea, lies GUjan ; beyond 
which towards the' weft, in the neighbourhood of the fea, but above Ghilan, Albania is 
fituated, which is annexed to the former province ; the firft city of which is Backee *, or 
more properly Bagh-cuh, pronounced by the Perfians, Vaccuh. It is remarkably 
ftrong, being built on rugged rocks, on the margin of the fea, called alfo by the fame 
name. This city is faid to have been called formerly Albana, and is at prefent the refi- 
dence of a fultan. In the fame country, alfo, on the weftern fhores of the fea,. is Derbend 
or Demir-capi, that is to fay, IrongaMfc Albania terminates here, and Mount Caucafus 
begins ; inhabited at prefent by divers nations, but particularly upon the fea by certain 
Mahometans called Lezghi, who acknowlege no king. Thefe are much divided alnong 
themfelves, under the dominion of an infinite number of petty tyrants, called Mirza ; 
fome of which have no more than twenty fubjefts. They are a people of grofs habits, 
who prefer a refidence in villages, and in the country, to cities ; a brutal and barbarous 
ra6e, the dread and horror of their neighbours, 

Who rov** for booty, and fubfifl on fpoil. 

, Beyond the Lezghi is the country of the Afiatic Sarmatians, that is to fay, the Cir- 
caffians, who follow the Greek faith, but are without books, priefts, or churches, fo 
that they are Chriftians only in name ; and, divided as they are among themfelves under 
the fway of different Mirza, from the Lezghi on one fide and the Tatars on the 
other, they carry on inceffantly a freebooting war with their neighbours. Hence the 
immenfe number of men and women Haves, Circaffians, Ruffians, Tatars, and Lezghi, 
difperfed over the Eaft by this infamous traffic. 

Circaffia extends along the Cafpian Sea to the country of the Ruffians, called by us 
Mufcovites, to the mouth ofthe Wolga, where the city of Altracan, as called by us; 
but by the Perfians, who carry on a confiderable traffic hither, denftninated Agitar- 
can, and by its inhabitants, Afktarcan. On the northern fhores of the Cafpian Sea, 
the Ruffians have the Tatars for neighbours, among which arc a certain race called the 
IJfbeck Tatars, a name which fignifies independant tords. Thefe people inhabit a 
country of immenfe extent to the caft of the Cafpian Sea. Beyond them, towards the 
rifing of the fun, are the Tatars of Cathay ; and fouth of them lays India. Among other 
confiderable places belonging to them, is Sainarcand, anciently the refidence of Tamer- 
lane. Towards the fouth they have Balk, or Bukhara, on .the fea, the refidence of one 
of their principal khans, who is frequently at war with Perfia. 

Betweeen the country of the Ufbeck Tatars, the Iagatays who inhabit Scythia 
citerior (undoubtedly the ancient) Sqgdiuna and Bactriana, and the province of Aftera- 
bad, which I have before mentioned, the country on the borders of the fea is an abfolute 
defart, inhabited formerly by the Turkmans, who now are difperfed over the whole 
empire of Perfia as well as of Turkey. Thefe Turkmans were a wandering people, 
without any fixed abode, living in tents. Their ancient and ordinary country, however, 
was that pan of Scythia called by geographers Turkiftan, where they obtained the 
name of Turkmans, a corruption of Terck-imaun, which means, he has changed his faifn ; 
when from JO entiles, which they were before, they became Mahometans. Since that 
period this name has been applied to thofe only who remained in the country and their 

Mofllr written Backu or Bakku, but properly Bagh cuh, the mountain garden. 

, colonies. 



*IE*R® DELLE VALLe’s TRAVELS IN PERSIA* . 

colonies, the reft becoming powerful carried their arms farther towards the weft, in Xfia , 
and into ijjurope, a»if retrenching the man or tman.frgm their names, were afterwards , 
called Turks. Some of thefe people, as I have oblerved, remained between Afterabad 
and the Ufbeck Tatars ; but thefe*were afterwards extermincued by Abbas, on account 
of their being Infidels, and joining with the Tatars of the fame ere# as themfelves' 
(which is filfelar to that of the Turks) in defolating the borders of Perfia. However, 
there are yet a number of thefe Turkmans in other parts of his empire, that is, in Media, 
Albania, and elfewhere ; fome of which are eftablifned in villages and cities, others have 
no fixed abode. They are governed by Sultans and Khans, who ferve the King. with 
fcrupulous fidelity. 

I fhall now return to Firuz cuh. On leaving this place we travelled three leagues 
through the fnow, which laid very deep, to the frontiers of Irak, where we defeended 
from the fummit of the mountains. We however no fooner entered Mazanderan, de- 
feenthug from the mountains by rude acclivities, than we found ourfelves again enclofed 
in a vjSty narrow valley, at the foot of the mountains we had crofted. The country we 
quitted was barren, and bare of either trees or plants ; this, on the contrary, was covered' 
with forefts, abounding in water, and fkirted by mountains clothed with beautiful and 
very lofty trees, which much delighted me^from the refemblance it bore to Europe ; 
fuch as I had never before feen in any of the countries of Africa or Afia through 
which I had travelled, nor indeed had I fince my departure from Italy ever before met 
with fuch profufion of wood and water. • • 

After five leagues journeying we arrived after mid-night at the firft inhabited fpot in 
Mazanderan. This retreat, built on the road, as well as many others, by the prefent 
King, is called Suzkar abad. In order to compel the people to dwell in thefe buildings, 
and leave the barren mountains, he deftroyed their houl'es there, leaving only a few for thg 
convenience of travellers. In this place 1 met with Mr. Gifford, an Englifli gentleman 
with whom I was acquainted, with the interpreter of his nation returning from court to 
Hispahan. 

Thurfday, which was the 8th of February, we travelled three leagues in this fame 
valley; and as^t expands here a little, and is watered by a fmall ftream which flows 
gently to the fea. it was well cultivated, and entirely covered with rice, which is fown fo 
plenteoufly all over Mazanderan on account of the quantity of water in the province, 
and the humidity of the foil, that one readily takes it to be the only food of the people. - In 
fact, whether owing to the foil not fuiting the growth of wheat, or their want of par- 
tiality to the culture of that grain, the bread ufed in the whole province is made from rice 
alone, which likewife conftitutes their only food. The people difliking meat, and 
fancying milk, butter, with every fort of unctuous food injurious to health, live entirely 
on lice cooked with a little water and fait, and called chilao, taking with it every now and 
then a fpoonful of fome fort of acid, fuch as verjuice, the juice of pomegranates, vinegar, or 
the like. To this food they art; exceedingly partial, and maintain that there is none more 
conducive to health. • In Lent I lived myfelf almoft wholly on this food, and found it 
far from bad. I do not confider it, however, to be highly wholefome ; the people of 
this province, who eat nothing elfe, fcldom having much colour, owing perhaps to this 
mode of living, perhaps to the quality of. the air. They are almoft univerfally of 
a .brown, fallow complexion, with black hair, eyes, and eyebrows. 

•The women, however, were in my eyes perfectly beautiful ; and I had full opportunity 
of judging, as, unlikg other Mahometans, they never cover the face, but converfe freely 
with man; In addition, they are affable and exceedingly obliging. In courteous man- 
ners the men are not inferior to the women ; particularly they are ever ready to offer 

i their 



'4® TIETItO DELLE VALLE** TRAVEL* IN PERSIA. 

I « 

their houfes to ftrangers, feek their company, and are gracious and generous in extreme ? 
fo much to, in fhort, that T may fay with fafety, there is no country in th^ world in 
which the people, even ®f the very lotyeft rank, poffefs greater urbanity of manners. 
''Thus Hyrcani^ if Mazanderan form a part thereof, from the hcyrrid country it was 
depifted by the ancients, the repair of tigers and other ferocious beaus, is now metamor- 
phofed into the fineft country I have hitherto fcen in Afia, and that in wlffrch the inha- 
bitants are the moft civil', prepofleffing, kind, and trufty of any upon v the furface of 
the globe. 

We difcemed on the road this day, on the declivities of the mountains, fome cattles 
formerly ufed as fortreflcs. Certain petty noblemen who had a {fumed the ttate of fove- 
reigns, and claimed independance, caufed them to be erected during the minority of 
Shah Abbas, and the latter end of the. very long life of his father Choda-bcndc, in which 
period Perfia underwent feveral changes. But at prefent all thefc cattles are in ruins, 
having been razed by Shah Abbas, after reducing this country to fubj action. We faw 
. likewife on the Hope of another mountain, extremely high and of (harp afeent, *which 
ferves as a rampart to this valley, a grotto, with walls of mafonrv, to w hich it is impof- 
fible to have accefs, no one knowing the road to it, and the mountain being fo rocky 
and perpendicular. It is related that a young lady, tali as a giant, lived in this grotto, 
and -was ufed to ravage the circumjacent country, and that in this part all intercourfe 
was flopped by her between the neighbouring provinces. 

* They relate alfo a thoufand ftories, not only of this maiden, but alfo of feveral giants 
of the country, whofe large tombs are to be leen ; but as f look on thefe as old women’s 
tales, I paid no attention to them. I fhall only remark to you, that in thefc fame parts, 
on the margin of the ftream which runs pleafantly along the bottom of the valley in 
which we dined, I found in the morning a quantity of celery, wild endive, and feveral 
other excellent herbs met with in our country ; with violets and other pleafant flowers 
in abundance on the fide of the road, delighting us with the grateful promife of fpring. 
Amid the charming diverfity of profpe&s, and the delightful fragrance with which we 
■were regaled, we continued our journey, and in the evening entered one of thofe little 
buts newly built, called Mioni kiolle. Of thefe there are a number on the road, fo 
that travellers Jwy halt wherever they will. 

Mazanderan pdtfeffes no places fet apart for the accommodation of travellers ; but 
•each individual is anxious to receive the ftranger, and loads him with kindnefs, without 
exa&ing any gratuity ; he however refufes not the boon jou tender as a prefent. On 
Friday we let off rather late, and moreover found the road extremely bad and muddy, 
the ground being of a very flippery nature ; fo that, but for the road in places being cut 
in form of flairs, it would have been impoflible for us to have got along. On this 
account we advanced but two leagues, arriving in the evening at a finall village called 
Giret, fituated on the Hope of a mountain, where, the men being at Ferhabad in attend- 
ance on the King, we were received with all imaginable kindnefs*by a very handfome 
and highly courteous hoflefs, catted Zohara, at whofe houfe w'e were vifited by abnoft 
all the females of the place, each with a prefent. In return, Madame Maani prefented 
them with fome trifles; which, from their rarity in this quarter, were highly efteemed, 
and much delighted them. 

With other things, fhe divided among them a quantity of hanna, or alcanna as if is 
called by our druggifts, for flaming the hands ; and after fupper, in order to celebfate 
.our arrival, fhe infifted on all prefent ufing of it with her; it being the cuftom in the 
Eafl on stay joyous occafion, fuch as weddings or the like, to fatten it on the hands 
while ia,cbhverfation. This alcanna is nothing more than the powder of the dried leaves 
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d^a ecftala plant, which, as the Orientalifts never wear gloves, poffeffes the faculty a# 
embellUhiilg the haAd, and preferring it from injury by tne weather. The manner of 
applying it Fsas follows: after ftipper, ^ft previous to their retiring to bed, they Mojffcat 
the alcana with water, and with die parte cover .the hands, or fuch part of the body # 
they are defucpusof ftaining, binding it on with linen bandages. The evening is there- 
fore chofen lor the application, as in the day-time it would be inconvenient for the ladies 
to have their Kands confined. The parte remains thus faftertW during the night, and in 
the morning, on removing the bandage, the parte is reduced again to powder, and the 
part to # which it had been applied is named of a bright orange colour ; fometimes, if a 
greater quantity be ufed, it is more inclined to red ; and fometimes again, fo much is 
ufed as to make it of a very dark colour, approaching to black. This dye is thetnoft 
efteemed by the Perfians, as it ferves to fet off the whitenefs of the fltin. 

On Saturday we left this place, and continued our journey by a tirefome and very 
bad r$ad. In the evening we lodged at a village called Tallarapafcet, where I found 
fome mountaineers who were fo excefiively ftupid, that having bought oats of fome of 
them for the horfes, in order to learn what number I had to pay for them of a certain 
copper-money of the value of a farthing, we were obliged to reckon the amount with 
beans, and in fettling it fpent more than an hour. On Sunday we quitted the vallies ami 
the mountains, and entered on plains. We parted then through a large foreft, the road 
through which is ftraight, broad, and well fhaded by the trees, which are large and of 
great height; many of them covered with wild vines. 

We were much fatigued in travelling this road, the foil being flimy and moift, on ac- 
count of the numerous rivulets by which it is watered in many places ; fo that in the 
winter it becomes fo muddy that even camels, notwithftanding their great bright, fink 
in the foil to the girths, you may judge therefore what the condition ofhorfes or fmaller . 
animals mull be. In order to remedy this inconvenience, the King has ordered a road 
to be conftru&ed and paved, for which purpofe a quantity of materials are colle&ed 
by the way-fide, and huts have been built for the workmen. The plan however is not 
yet begun, on account of the feafon ; it raining almort continually in .Mazanderan 
throughout the winter. 1 j, - 

We at length waded through thefe bad roads, but with fo much labour and difficulty 
that this day we travelled no more than two leagues, night overtaking us in,the foreft. 
We liftened attentively for the barking of dogs or the bleating of fheep, to point out to 
us fome place of refuge for the night ; at length, finding no habitation but wfiat was at a 
great diftance from us, we refted that night m the foreft, having the trees for covering 
m lieu of a tent, through the foliage of which the beams of the moon playing made our 
canopy appear of dark green and lilver. A quantity of dry leaves ferved us for car- 
pet and bed ; and for firing we found abundance of dry wood. We fent our fervants 
then to the neareft. village for provifions. Its inhabitants, owing to fome mifconception, 
took offence at our people, Vith whom they \vere near coming to blows without 
knowing why; but finally, informed of who we were, they were extremely civil, and 
came to proffer us lodging and make us prefents ; Mid on ou^ declining to go to the 
village oxv account of the diftance, the principal of the village, with the chief inhabitants, 
came to our camp loaded with excellent provifions, and parted the night gaily with us, 
Stinging a mufician with them who treated us during fupper with woodland fongs, in 
ike language of the country, which is impure Perfian; accompaning his airs with an 
iU-ftrung violin, giving us little pleafure fave what we felt from the good-will be mani- 
fefted to amufe us. The Monday following we travelled 'two leagues farther through 
. the wood, over an equally bad road ; parting here and there over fome well-cultivated 
* you ix. h fields. 
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fields, irkforaete CTofs on account of ike rains, but u which the road ir&S.foaKwJiai 
better. ■. • . :■/ r-.- •• • * • "• ; ' • v | 

4 i 'f» the evening we arrived at Sara, a very largwand populous town, wherein the'King 
fibs a. palace ; it is not an enclofed piaoe, but has the denomination of a city. I cHd not 
notice in it any handfome buildings. The houfes are moftly thatchedwifo ftraw, few 
being* coVered with tiles. The name of this place fignifies yellow, perils ms on account 
<t§ tke quantity of orange? and various fruit which grows about the town. Here we 
met, in a brother and lifter of tender years, with moft obliging hofts, who (hewed us ad 
imaginable attention, as well as fome of their relations, which induced us to give reft to 
our beads, and remain here the whole ofTueftlay. On Wednefday,the 4th of February, 
We departed from Saru, and continued our way for four leagues through large plains, 
formerly a foreft, of which the trees have been felled, and the lands put into excellent 
cultivation. They are inhabited in different parts by an infinity of people, moftly 
Ohriftians, fent hither by the King not long ago from various countries, but prin- 
CtjfeHy from Armenia and Georgia. 

- The roads through thefe plains are wearifome and unpleafant ; yet, being more open, 
are not equally bad with that in the foreft. 1 truft, however, that they will foon under* 
gp the repair proje&ed, and indeed already begun. They are intended to be paved* 
tad will be broad, ftraight, and continued the whole length to Ferhabad. The houfes 
on the road-fide are built coarfely of the trees felled, and earth; as, however, clay 
Abounds, they will no doubt foon be replaced by brick buildings, which the materials of 
their houfes, and the great (lore of wood they have, will ferve them to bum. I am 
confirmed in this opinion from the number of kilns conftru&ed in the neighbourhood 
qf Ferhabad, and the immenfe provifion of fuel prepared for heating them, fufficient 
together for the conftru&ion of not only one city, but feveral. 

At length, after undergoing fo much fatigue, we reached Ferhabad in the evening of the 
fcffeeday wo computed to do on leaving Hifpahan, and with it the tern* of our journey. 
As;for the laft four leagues of road from Saru, it was fo clofely peopled that it feemed 
but one continued town. The King on my arrival was not at Ferhabad, but, conftantly 
on the wing, had gone to a certain place at fix leagues diftance, attended by very few ; 
the court, and the troops which cuftomarily winter with him, remaining in this city. * As 
foon as fop Viceroy, who is -governor of the city and the whole of the province of Ma« 
zanders**, heard of my arrival, he immediately appointed me one of the bell houfest. 
Bin befbred proceed to fpeak of my adventures, it may beproper to give you a descrip- 
tion of Ferhabad, and point out its fituation. 

Some years are paft fince the King firft laid the foundations of Ferhabad, or the 
colony of mirth, on a fpot where the province of Mazanderan joins the Cafpian Sea 
towards the north, in midft of a large plain which fpreads to the fea, but two miles 
The increafe of buildings, however, is fo prodigious, that 1 have little 
deuffjilS^m procefs of time the city will reach the fea. ‘ 

^^ksdfvsAinduced the King to build this city. A dcfire of embellifhing his king* 
demv whhlf he has rajnifefted by the numerous places he has caufed to be founded m 
various pint ;tmdhpeculiar partiality to the province of Mazanderan, arifing from the 
circumftance of its befog the native place of his mother, and the ftrongeft and beft 
defended of any in his dominions, it being furrounded by the fea, in this part ofdif- 
fieuk navigation, and wild and barren mountains, pervious only by very narrow and 
difi^cuk palfos. Add to which, this country being the fartheft diftant of any from 1 foe 
*1111109 with whicfohe has to Contend, and principally foe Turks, is the moft fecure of 
domhuonsjand, as the fortune of wir is uncertain, (hould any teverfe obKge 
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i intfow ceuntngr a fecure rampart feum m&j 
infalt on 4h.eir part/ and would find In the population vf the province fuffidentmearsf 
of ^oldliw iw authority and rank.a* a Sovereign. On this account, he take® the 
greaieft pridf^and pleafurte in improving Mazanderan ; which, uncultivated and u# 
peopled bm^S, by his exertions is now filled with inhabitants, who fpend their labour 00 
no ubgrateftf! foil, thefecundity thereof amply repaying the hulbandman. 

Having begJUn the conftruCfion of Ferhabad, and alppoiittetfit the metropolis of Mazan- 
deran, to people fufficiently not onlythat city but the whole of the province, he had refort 
to extraordinary, violent, yet highly politic meafures ; by which he filled it with innu- 
merable colonies, of various religions and countries. Thefe inhabitants are of two 
deferiptiona $ fuch as have been carried away from various places belonging to bis enemies, 
thus weakening them while he increafed his own ftrength, of whjch defeription are numer- 
ous dependencies of the Turks and Georgia, and his own fubjeCls who lived in countries 
of inffpure defence, bordering on the territories of unfriendly powers, to whomjtt 
exchange for poffeflions which he ravaged to interpofe an imperviable wildernffe 
between their and his dominions, he gave lands and houfes in this fertile anditiaocefirble 
country^ where they might live in peace, and free from the, fear, of feeing their pro- 
perty, their families, and lands, become the prey of a fierce invading power, as was tho 
cafe of the Chriftians of Armenia, the Mahometans of Media, or the province of Shirwair, 
and many other places. # 

By thefe forced migrations to Mazanderan, he has abundantly peopled the province ; 
and allotting to each individual the means of following his ordinary purfuks, fuffering 
none to eat the bread of idlenefs, he has employed them in breaking up the unfilled 
lands, and thus introduced in the province culture unknown before, and arts and 
manufactures to which it was erft a ftranger. Here we fee fuch of the Armenians as 
were hufbandmen, and as ikilful in the culture of the vine as prone to enjoy the beverage 
it yields, emplo^d in the fame tillage of which they were the firft inventors ; while 
their ihepherds are fumilhed with flocks. The Georgians again, both Chriftians and 
Jews, accuftomed to tend the labours of the worm, are occupied in the gathering and 
manufacture of filk ; to facilitate the means for which, an incredible number of mulberry 
trees has been planted in the neighbourhood of Ferhabad, the foil being better adapted 
to their growth than that ofanyother in the world. As for the Medes of Shirwan, inclined 
t® peace and idlenefs, and fatisfied with their chilao, who look for nothing better, that 
they may fhake off their lazy*habits, he does not allow them to fell the leaves of their 
mulberry trees, of which great abundance grows on the lands he has affigned them, 
but conltrains them to raife worms, and learn the art of making •filk. 

In fhprt, my dear Murio* Shah Abbas is not only the King, he is the father, the 
tutor, the benefaCtor of his people. Not only does he gift them with lands and flocks, 
he beftows on them money in ahundance to provide for their neceffities; 
as may be able to repay him,* and gradoufty giving as a boon to thofe whole hattier 
fortune; allops not the profpeCt of return. Moreover he takes care of theit 'inarriagsa, 
particularly of his own houfhold, and fees to all learning the pna&ice of fobie ttad^t 
ic^hat: never was the father ef a family more provident over five or fix, tharf^isgreat 
Kit\g pver fo maav fnillions of fubjeCts. This liberality, indeed, this extrimta 
to^ne welfare of his people, has been of infinite prejudice to the caufe ’ ‘ 

for w»ny fwffeiiBg themfelves to be dazzled bv me luftre of temporal 
no uno e eternal truth, and difown the faith of Cnrift, of wbichfhey%ere fwoHn'M 

then? debt# to: the King, which are paid on thtnr becoming Maihometaiw; ' * 

h a So* 
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So many miferable apoftates, upon one occafion, availed themfelves of the.bount^of 
tbe King, granted upon the abandonment of their religion, that in Europe SHah Abbas 
has been taxed with the fignal cruelty qf having obliged them to abjure their religion 
by force, upon their not having money to pay their debts to him. Impaij tally judging. 
However, it muft be acknowleged, that the Chriftians were the molt guilty on the 
occafion ; feeing that they engaged upon borrowing money of the King, that in cafe of 
' .non-reftitution at the appointed time*, they would change their religion ; and that inftead 
Of providing for payment, thefe people diflipated the money Improvidently. The Car- 
melites took occafion, therefore, at this time to tell thefe Chriftians freely, that they 
ought not to fell their religion for money ; but on the contrary, to maintain themfelves 
ftedfaft in their faith, even at the price of martyrdom, if luch were requifite ; adding, 
that their individual means were not adequate to the acquittal of their debts for them, 
in this manner did they advife them fecretly, for fear of offending the King, who how- 
* ever upon learning it, approved rather than blamed their conduct. To thofe indeed 
wffo were the molt neceffitous and bell difpofed, they afforded afliftance covertly j and 
there is little doubt but if thefe Chriftians had fatisfied the King of their infufiiciency to 
pay him, he would either have allowed them time, or have wholly remitted his 
claim. 

One day, however, noticing that payments came in with more than common eagernefs, 
to the amount of many thoufand crowns, and thefe all in Portuguese coin, the King re- 
fufed to receive them ; alleging, that according to the bargain they were pledged to ab- 
jure, and that fince they changed their religion for money, and from Armenians that they 
were become Franks or Romanifts, all religions muft be equal to them, and that it was his 
pleafure they Ihould therefore become Mahometans ; for it was neither juft nor reafon- 
able that his fubjc&s Ihould be in the pay of a foreign power, particularly of the Portu- 
guefe, his neighbours, who had become fufpicious to him, and with whom he was 
conftantly in difpute ; and that now it was evident they could have ng, other motive in 
lavifhing money thus among his fubje&s, than to make a party, under the pretext of 
faving their fouls. 

To return to Ferhabad. The circuit of its walls is great ; equal to and perhaps greater 
than that of Rome or Conftantinople : the city containing ftreets of more than a league 
in length. Of the people already fent hither and daily arriving, the major part are 
Chriftians, differing in cuftoms and ceremonies, and thefe moftly Armenians and 
Georgians, who are allowed to build as many houfes and churches as they pleafe, and 
worlhip in public ; a permilfion not granted in Turkey, or other Mahometan countries, 
in which, if a church fall into decay, licenfe to repair or rebuild it can be obtained only 
by dint of money. The Chriftians here however are far from devout, of which I fatisfied 
inyfelf on vifiting one of the churches of the Armenians, on Palm Sunday, one of their 
principal feftivals. Notwithftanding the number of thefe people at Ferhabad, and the 
paucity of their churches, the congregation on this otfeafion did not exceed five-and- 
twenty or thirty perfons. Indeed we may attribute the misfortunes and calamities to 
to which they have been fubjett, principally to their lukewarmnefs in matters of re- 
ligion, their fchifms and herefies, which have called down the vengeance of a juftly 
irritated Deity. Not however to digrefs farther, I muft obferve, that the ftreets hot yet 
fniftied are laid out, and are very broad and ftraight, broader even than the ftreet called 
Giulta, at Rome. They are lined by rows Of fymmetrical houfes, before' which are 
c§aa!s to carry off the rain, with bridges in front of each houfe. As yet the houfes aye 
built only one ftory high, and are covered with flags, which refill the weather as well as 
can te wilbed. 

Thi 
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jfhe coarfe wjifls of Ferhabad are made of a matter very .common in the neighbour- 
hood, called culghit, that is to fay, earth and ft raw. . It *is a {limy fand, watered like 
lime, and combined with chopped ftraw, and without any mixture of ftone, forms a very 
hard and durable fence. The King’s palace almoft alone is built of brick. This is of 
tolerable fize, s but not yet finiftied. Not having yet feen the interior, I cannot defcrihe 
it .; but fro;n its outward appearance, I conjecture it does not materially differ from other 
of the King’s*palaces. There is moreover a caravanferai, which is very fpacious, and is 
already reforted to by the caravans. * It is of brick likewife, but not yet entirely finiflied. 
The Vizier of Mazanderan informed me, that it was built at the inftigation of the King, 
and took up no more than a fortnight to bring to its prefent ftate. There is likewife 
a public bath, with fome large houfes belonging to individuals of confequence, who refide 
in the city, but the number of them is inconfiderable. 

The reft of this city, which is in its infancy, is built only of wood, earth, flags, and 
ftraw ; whence it fometimes happens, as has been the cafe during my refidence here, 
that great dcvaftation is occafioned by fire, whole ftreets being deftroyed. The King, 
however, who is conftantly vigilant to increafe the beauty of and perfect this city, with 
a view of preventing fimilar accidents, has availed himlelf of this to forbid the re-con- 
ftruftion of the houles on the fame plan, unlefs more fuBftantially built. From his pro- 
vidence, when we reflect on the wonders which in a fhort fpace he has effected at Hif- 
pahan, there is no room to doubt of his rendering Ferhabad, in the court of time, one 
of the moft handfome and magnificent cities in the Eaft; particularly tis its neighbour*- 
hood abounds in all the requifites for confumption and convenience. 

Ferhabad is not lurrounded by a wall, nor even as yet are the lines formed ; apparently 
they will not be now begun, but time be allowed for its increafe of fize. 

A river, much fmaller than the Tiber, which has its rife in the mountains I croffed, 
and flows through the rice valley I defcribed, increafed by the torrents which fall into 
it, becomes navigable at Saru, and running thence takes its courfe through the middle of 
the city. The boats ufed on this river are not of common conftruCfion, but made of 
hollow trees, with flat bottoms to fuit its fhallownefs, and will carry ten or twelve per- 
fons, or a proportionate weight of merchandize. The paddles they make ufe of are 
fhaped more like fhovels than oars ; with thefe, however, they make rapid progrefs 
through the water, not only with but even againft the current. 

This river is called Tegine-rude, which fignifies the rapid ftream. In Ferhabad there 
is yet no more than one bridge, which is very well built, and fituated in the moft fre- 
quented part of the city ; as however it is fo large, and paffengers often with to crofs in 
other places, on fuch occafions they are ferried over in thefe ftnali boats, of which there 
are a number plying. This river, which runs from fouth to north, falls into the Cas- 
pian Sea two miles below the town. Ferhabad is therefore a fea-port, veffels coming up 
to the bridge of the city where they anchor ; thefe veffels, however, are not of large 
demenfions, but fuch as ordinarily are ufed in trafficking thence to Ghilan, Afterabaa, 
Bagh-kuh, Demir-capi, and whither the trade is greateft, Aftracan for Mufcovy. 

The largeft of thefe veffels exceed not our tartans in fize ; they are built high, yet 
draw very little water, and are flat-bottomed on account of the numerous flioals. I 
wondered at firft why fcarcely any other filh than falmon and very poor fturgeons were 

3 ught at Ferhabad, and attributed it to the inability of the Periians, and their ignorance 
the art of fiffiing j I was however undeceived by the Khan of Afterabad, who, living- 
on this fea and having experience of what he ftated, was competent to inform me. It 
feems that twenty or thirty miles from the ihore, the fea is fo {hallow that the fiffiemfen 
cannot throw their nets. On this account their veffels are built in the manner before? 

defcribed^ 
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defcribed, and carry no cannon, there being but few cruizes* on this fea, unkfs indeed 
a finall number of Mufcovites or Ruffians, in the neighbourhood of fheir rivere, particu- 
larly the Wolga. Navigators alfo are cautious of touching at the mountains of the 
Lezghi, or in the country of the Circdffians, between Albania and Mufcovy, as they 
would infallib ly expofe both their property and freedom. 

The temperature of Ferhabad much refembles that of Rome, lying nearly under the 
Dune meridian ; that is to fay, the winters are alike humid, rainy, and foggy., and the fame 
degree of heat and cold is experienced. The quality of the foil is likewife fimilar, both 
being fat, marfhy, and watered by a river and the fea. 

I entered Ferhabad on the well of the river, but the houfe affigned me was on the 
oppofite fide, confequently I was obliged to crofs it in order to get thither. Although 
one of the bed in the place, the ceiling was fo low that, notvvithllanding I am none of 
the tailed, I could reach it with my hand. The houfe reminded me of the fird cabins 
of Romulus ; and as I feek to gather fome aiuufemcnt from every thing, the imagery 
which this circumdance brought to recollection ferved frequently to divert ine. An 
appendage to it however much delighted me ; it was a large garden planted with white 
mulberry trees, on the banks of the river. Here, ffiaded by them at times, or at others 
walking in alleys, I fpent a great and the mod agreeable portion of my time in conver- 
fation with the mufes ; now in company with Attius Sincerus, and now with a Marcus 
Aurelius, in French, which I met with by chance ; and at other times with Ferrari, for 
want of other bdoks. 

So drong was my inclination of feeing the Cafpian Sea, that the very next day after 
my arrival, that is, the 15th of February, I repaired to its lhores. I embarked a little 
below my dwelling, not in one of the little boats I have defcribed, but in a bark of 
tolerable fize, refembling a felucca, but very ill equipped with paddles, and a difpropor- 
tionate rudder ; fuch, in ffiort, that I am well perfuaded, unlefs the wind were wholly 
favourable, from the clumfmefs of the fails, it could make but little way. Charts and 
compafles are things unheard of here ; but as this fea is much navigated, its numerous 
fhoals are well known. I wiffied much for a quadrant in order to ai'certain the latitude, 
and ardently defired a well-mounted floop or frigate, that I might have taken the 
foundings, and made an exa£t chart of this fea j fuch, I have no doubt, is not to be 
met with in Europe. >■ 

We proceeded however to fea in the veffel I have mentioned, entering it by the mouth 
of the river j we had not. advanced far, however, although the weather was calm, 
before the agitation occafioned qualms in Madame Maani, who never before had feen 
the fea, which obliged us to return and dine on a fpot which prefented us with nothing 
but a plain of immeafurable extent. Although not a fall-day, we were ferved with filh 
juft caught from the river, which, however palatable at the inftant from our having been 
fo long without tailing of any, were very much inferior to thofe in Europe ; nay, even 
the falmon caught here, although foeffi, are not fo goad as with us when falted ; nor 
indeed all the while I was in the country, did I ever meet with any that were of. only 
tolerable flavour, being, much inferior even to thofe of the Euphrates and the Tigris. 
They are all large and very fat, owing, as I imagine, to the muddy bottom of the 
Cafpian Sea. 

On Fridaythe 16th of February I fent two of my feryants to Efcref, only fix 
leagues from Ferhabad, where the King then was, and where he already has begun to 
bund a new city. I fent by thefe men two letters, one for the Agamir, or firft fecretary 
of the King, the other for Huflfein Bey, the mehimandar, that is to fay, the perfon who 
has the charge of the King's guefts. It is bis.duty not only to affign houl’es to the 
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Kkg’s vifi tors,, but alfo to regale and accompany them, and inform the King of their 
a ffi iirw, fo that he 3 b the firft perfon made acquainted, with them. In fad, of whatfo- 
ever nature tfiey may be, whether proceeding from ambafladors of Princes or anjr 
others, they firft pafs through his hands : he is, confequently, an officer of great import- 
ance* HufTefh Bey is a perfon very high in efteem, not only on account of his high 
charge and the favour he enjoys, but alfo from his being the fon-in-law of a Khan, who 
is one of the fnoft confiderable perfons about the court, as well as from being defcended 
from the ancient nobles of Perfiaf Proper, where he has very large eftates in the 
neighbourhood of Shirez, with a number of towns and villages immediately dependent 
on him ; being fo many lordfhips hereditary in his family, called mulk, that is to fay, 
poffeffions independent of the fovereign, or, at leaft, fuch as the King cannot juftly 
alienate. 

To thefe perfons then did I difpatch two letters, which Father Gio Thadd&e de Sta. 
Elizee, vicar-gencral of the Carmelites at Hifpahan, had given me ; in which he merely 
informed them who I was, and of my arrival, in order that they might render account 
thereof to the King, before he faw me. In addition to the letters, I recommended 
my people to tell them from me, that I waited His Majefty’s orders at Ferhabad, whe- 
ther to join him at Efcrif, or attend him where I was. The mehimandar was at Fer- 
habad, of which I was ignorant ; and without receiving any of my letters, on learn- 
ing I had arrived, he came on the Saturday to pay me 'x vifit, and treated me, as his poft 
exaifed, with great civility. 

On Sunday, in the evening, my people returned, and informed me they had feen the 
Agamir, who received them with civility, and acquainted them of his having before 
heard of my arrival and imparted it to the King, who anfwered according to cuftom, 
Safa gbieldi, kofk ghieldi, fignifying I was welcome ; further adding, that it would not 
be requifite that I Ihould travel to Efcrif by fuch bad roads, as he was about to mount 
his horfe to come to Ferhabad, where he would fee me. Upon this communication, 
the Agamir immediately difpatched my fervants to give me intelligence thereof, and 
directed them to ufe all expedition, as His Majefty travelled quick, and would, no doubt, 
pals them on the road. 

In faft, the King mounted his horfe, as I was afterwards informed, to come to Fer- 
habad ; but finding himfelf followed by a number of foldiers, and being fantaftic and 
extremely whimixcaly he put himfelf in a rage, faying he could go no where without 
being followed ; and, out of contradiction, returned, talking no more of his journey. 
He did not arrive, in Ihort, until the 27th February, which by our reckoning was 
Shrovetide, and I remained where I was. 

The next day, which was Xlh Wednefday, having been informed of the King’s arrival 
on the preceding day, I fent immediately to the Agamir to learn how I was to a£l, and 
whether it was proper I fhould then wait on His Majefty, at his levee, or wait till I was 
fent for, and received for anfoer ; that it was cultomary for perfons of diftinftion to 
wait for particular orders ; that he would inftantly mention the matter to the King, and 
communicate His Majefty’s pleal'ure, which he did the next d^y as he mounted .his 
horfe. Whether, however, the King made any ar* p /er or not, on returning home to 
dinner he fent a gentleman to me, called Toe***'. Bey, to pay me a vifit, and aCt as my 
individual mehimandar, 0* maitre d'hote 1 , a peculiar mark of honour Ihewn me, this 
gendefiian being the fame perfon a f, J a a fimiiar'occafion attended the Englifh refident 
on* his firft appearance at court 

I received Tochta Bey according to the ufage of the country, preparing a handfome 
collation for him, jfod perfuming his hair and beard with incenfe. He begged me to 

give^ 
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give him a particular account of my travels, and the objeft ofmyjoumey. I informed tifay 
that the ftrong inclination alohe -which i felt of feeing andofferingftmy fervices tolfte 
King had induced my vifit, which inclination originated in the fame ofliis grand and 
brilliant aftkms, connected with the honour he (hewed our Holy Father the rope, and 
his known good will towards the Catholics. He enquired alfo if I defigaed to remain 
any length of time in Perfia. To this I anfwered, that my ftay would depend on His 
Majefty; Again, he queftioned if I had a haram ; and learning I had, afked who and 
of what country my wife was, and whence I had taken her. 

Learning afterwards in courfe of converfation that it was Lent, he was minute 
in informing himfelfin what manner I kept it, as it is differently kept by the Chriftians 
in Perfia, the Orientalifts being much lefs rigid than thofe of the Romifli church. 

The various queftions and anfwers were committed to writing by a mulla, who a£ted 
as fecretary, and the fchedule, as he informed me, would be prefented to the King, as 
» done on all fimilar occafions. I communicated iikewife for infcription my name, 
furname, and country. After his taking leave of me in the politeft manner, he further 
queftioned my fervants who accompanied him to the river’s fide where he took water, 
how many we were in the houfe ; how many women-fervants, horfes, and camels ; of 
which he fpecified the number in the paper he had to prefent to the King, and recom- 
mended particularly to the captain of the quarter where I dwelt, who had given me his 
pwn houfe as tfje beft and moft commodious in the neighbourhood, to pay me every 
attention. Thefe officers are called acfacal, that is to fay grey-beard, however young 
they may chance to be. Their office is to fee that nothing is wanting in the houfes of 
the King’s guefts in their different quarters. 

Upon Tochta Bey leaving me, he repaired immediately to the King with the informa- 
tion he had obtained ; but it being night by the time he arrived, and His Majefty 
with the ladies, he had no opportunity of lpeaking to him, and therefore fent in his 
fchedule. 

The fame evening the King, who feldom remains long in a place, mounted his horfe, 
together with his ladies, and went on a hunting-party, about four leagues from Fer- 
habad, to a diftridt where he afterwards flopped for I know not how long, without the 
poffibffity of my receiving any intimation from him. However, Huffein Bey, and Tochta 
Bey, my particular mehimandar, continually vifited, and (hewed me much deference, 
behaving with the utmoft civility. * 

At length the King returning, Tochta Bey immediately fent to inform me that he 
had given him ample information refpe&ing me, and that he himfelf would have waited 
on me to inform me of the refult of the conference were it not for the bad weather, 
but that he would do himfelf that pleafure foon as the rairt had fomewhat abated. The 
rain continued, and his vifit was delayed to the 16th of March, when he informed me 
that the King had recommended me very flrongly to his care, and enjoined that he 
(hould frequently wait on me, to remove as much as in his power the tedium of my 
refidence in this city ; concluding with remarking, that the period of the King's jeceiv- 
ing me was delayed, owing to the injunctions of his aftrologer Mulla Gelal, who waited 
for a lucky time for him to give audience to foreigners ; obferving to me, that the King 
did nothing without having reference firft to his calculations. 

This, however, I look upon was a mere pretext, ferving as, an excufe for His Majefty's 
not choofing to fee me, either to tire my patience or to afford him time to make inqtim- 
tion refpedting my views. I, however, nad no room to complain, as a fimilar. conddft 
is obferved towards all foreigners; and underftanding that where impatience had been 
expr$^fed, it had excited His Majefty’s refentment, I deemed it moft prudent to fubmit 

with 
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With a good grace to his pleafure, intimating limply that I flioulj receive his oitiers, 
■whenever he pleafdd to ifi'ue them, with pleafure. • - 

As, however, an opportunity offered in the courfe of this day, I unfolded, by means 
of this fame TochtaBey, one or the two object's of my vilit, which concerned a war for 
the entire deftru&ion of the Turks ; the other being to make Application for peace 
between Perfia and the country of Madame Maani. I converfed for a long time with 
Tochta Bey «on the firfl fubjed, and pointed out to him the means winch might be 
adopted for the effeduation of the-purpofe, and the auxiliaries which Perfia might find, 
as well perhaps in the Chriftians of Europe, as certain others of Afia called Coflacks, 
who dwell on the Black Sea, at the inoutb of the Dnieper or Borillhenes ; giving him at 
the fame time a fuccind account of thefe people, ami deferibing the importance of an 
individual then at court, who, on account of an apparent flight, was fomewhat difeon- 
tented. Tochta Bey paid much a Mention to my difeourfe, and leoiued greatly to 
approve my project, which he promited he would not fail to communicate to the King. 
The refult fatisfied me that h<- had acquitted hitnfelf j for one day afterwards, the Cof- 
i'ack, prelenting a petition to the Xing in the middle of the flreet, reprefen ting his im- 
patience at not receiving anyanlwer, and the flight he experienced from the EiFendiar 
Bey, the King received it, and without reading the petition, {topping his horfe, he 
-called for the EiTeitdiar Bey, and the chkf of thole who accompanied him, and, as he is 
wont, told them in a loud tone of voice, “ You are ignorant then, you gentlemen, 
of the merit of thefe people, and, unaware of their bravery and noble difpofilion, know 
not how to behave yourfelves towards them. Learn then, that they are mailers of the 
Black Sea ; that it is they who have taken fo many towns from the Turks, and in vari- 
ous Alliances (which he recounted to them) have lliewn themfelves with great prowefs j 
learn, gentlemen, that they are capable of being materially ufeful to us, and are not to 
be flighted.” He, at the fame time, exprefling a defire of alliance with them in nearly 
the terms 1 propofed to Tochta Bey, concluded with recommending the individual to 
their kindnefs, enjoining the Effendiar Bey in particular, that he fhould not be fuf- 
fered to want for wine, as he knew his countrymen were partial to it ; ordering him at 
thgfame time five tomans in filver, equal to twenty-five pounds flerling, for his prefent 
occafions, until his petition could be attended to, and a more fuitable prefent be pro- 
vided. But let us now leave the Cofiacks. 

On Wednesday, 2 1 ft March, which was the Neu rouz, or beginning of the folar 
year, a great feltival among the Perfians, as I have before obferved, and on which the 
King receives prefents from all his fubjefts of rank, owing either to Saturn being on 
the afeendant, or bccanle the King was indifpoled, as we were told, His Majefty did not 
leave the haram ; fo that he was not vifible, nor could be fpoken with, that nor for 
fevcral fucceeding days. 

Among the prel'ents brought to the palace on t.iis occasion was one on the part of 
the Khan of C.horafan, who, among many other things, fent nearly three hundred heads 
of Ulbeck Tartars, bolides a nobleman of difiincHon of that nation, and eight or ten of 
his fervants alive, who furrendered themfelves prifoners, the refult of a Ikirmifh, in 
which the remainder were put to the rout. Thefe people, being feftaries of Omar, and 
inimical to the Perfians, are conflantly making inroads in their territories, carrying 
away whatever they can Ceize where fuccefsful. 

„ Two others joined together in a fimilar prefent, the one Huffein Khan, governor of 
a province on the frontiers of Bagdad, who fent the heads of fix hundred Turks, and 
Cafvin Sultan, lieutenant of the faid Khan, who has much fewer people dependent on 
‘him; his complement was fixty : the heads of thofe of diftin&ion were enveloped in, a 
vol. ix. i filk^ 
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filk turban ; the others bare, and each tbnift through with a lance. This cuftom of 
making prefents of the heads* of .enemies to the King of Perfia is, according to Strabo, 
of very ancient date. 

The King did not leave his palace to deceive the prefents, but contented himfelf with 
one day ordering the heads and the prifoners to be carried to the oppofite fide of the 
river, which near the palace is narrow, viewing the (hocking fpe&acle from a balcony. 
He pardoned the Ufbecks and gave them their liberty, without permitting them, how- 
ever, to return to their nation ; obferving, at the fame time, that if he (hould order their 
execution, there yet would be no want of Ufbecks to defolate and injure his borders, 
nor by his pardoning thefe would the number of them be fo much increafed as to give 
him caufe of alarm. 

The Turkifh prifoners, however, underwent quite a different fate, and were all of 
them decapitated, one excepted, who was pardoned. As, however, the fentence pro- 
nounced bore fuch an ambiguous meaning, I can but notice it : the King, in a civil and 
obliging manner, faying, Ca rdajh la ri- ja/h i-Jhcla, which fignifies, “ Take care of thefe 
brethren.” On hearing thefe words, the poor wretches interpreting them as a pardon, 
particularly as they were releafed ffom their handcuffs, made a thoufand reverences to 
the King, and bellowed on him a thoufand benedictions ; they, however, were fcarcely 
out of fight, ere the guards who accompanied them drew their fcymitars and flew them, 
when they leafl: expected fuch a fate, cutting off their heads afterwards. 

• The grand fed is not that which is in higheft efteem in Perfia, although it be affixed 
to all patents and emanations from royal authority, (it is kept by the mohurdar, or 
keeper of the feal,) but a fmall feal, which is worn in a ring by the King himfelf j and 
which he ufes in fealing all his letters to the Princes and governors of provinces. 

At the feftival of the Neu rouz, the Perfians in office in various departments are 
changed, particularly the Daroga, or governor of the city. Among thofe who were 
nominated to employments this year was my particular mehimandar Tochta Bey, who 
was made Daroga of Hifpahan, whither the King difpatched him with expedition, fecretly 
entrufting him with matters of great importance. This was in a degree injurious to 
my concerns, as the hafle which he was obliged to make caufed him to omit that atten- 
tion he was difpofed to pay to my affairs. 

On the 1 jth of April, which was Good Friday, being informed that the King had fud- 
* denly departed for Efcref, and apprehenfive that my reception might be delayed for a 
length of time, I deemed it proper to put him in mind of it in the bed manner I was 
able. I therefore fent my compliments, according to cuflom with us, to all my friends, 
on occafion of the day, and particularly to the agamir, with certain prefents ; among 
them fome confeCtionary, and eggs of different colours to play with ; an amufement to 
which the Perfians are fo prone, that they cannot handle an egg without playing with 
it after their manner. 

The agamir received my fervants and little prefent with great politenefs, and enquired 
who it was that had been appointed to vifit me fince the advancement of Tochta Bey ; 
and learning that I had fecn nobody, he was extremely angry, and difmiffing my fer- 
vants, informed them that the vizier of thfe city would not fail waiting on me the fuc- 
ceeding day. As promifed, Tachi Mirza, the vizier, who is the King’s lieutenant over 
all the province of Mazanderan, came tq me fo early -in the looming that I had not yet 
rifen ; in oraer, therefore, not to detain him I received him in bed, dnd the better Jo 
conceal my fluggiflmefs, told him I had been indifpofed throughout the whole night. 

- In view of pieafing me, he told me that he waited upon me exprefsly by order of 
the King, as he mounted his horfe the preceding day, and not in confequence of any 
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directions from the agamir ; at the fame time making many excufes for his Negligence 
in not having; vifited me before, taking blame to himfelf'as if guilty of unpardonable 
rudenefs. On his departure he left a written order, after previoufly enquiring the 
number of my people, for our being diredtly furniihed with provifions for twenty days, 
that at the time being deemed the extent of His Majefty's ftay at Ferhabad. He left 
with me alfo one of his fervants, not only to take care I was properly provided with 
neceffaries, bat that he might always be at my call ; and taking leave of me, went to 
join the King at Efcref. 

On the lalt day of April I was vifited by a brother of the vizier Muhammed Saleh 
Bey ; he informed me, that the King would remain fomewhat longer than he at firft 
intended, and gave me a new order for provifions. I learnt from him, that His Ma- 
jefty would return in a few days to Ferhabad,, and after flopping ten days or a fortnight, 
would remove with his army to Cafvin, and thence to the frontiers. 

It may not be unentertaining to you to be informed of the quantity of provifions 
allotted for our fupport, firft; defcribing to you the value of their different weights. The 
patinan of the King weighs about i 81 bs. of Venice, (iqlbs. Englifh) ; that of Tebriz, 
which is the weight by which we were ferved, gibs, of Venice, (9 fibs. Eng.) This is 
divided into quarters, called cheharek ; and thele again fubdivided into fiah, and thofe 
into mithicaii ; diminutive weights, the value of which I did not afcertain. The quan- 
tity afligncd us then for a month was. 

250 Patmans of flour, 

1 50 Do. of rice, 

36 Do. of butter, 

80 Fowls, 19 capons, 17 lambs, 600 eggs, 

1 5 Patmans of chick-peas, 1 2 patmans of fait, 3 of fpices of all 
defcriptions, comprifing anife, fennel, cummin, and the like ; particularly one che- 
harek of pepper, and one of cinnamon, and one fiah of cardamum feeds ; 

10 Patmans of pomegranate feed, dried in the fun; the juice of 
which when boiled renders their ragouts excellent ; 

27 Patmans of onions, 

20 Do. of wine; of which they were thus fparing, merely from 
its being reprefented to them that I did not drink of it in general. 

50 Thick and long wax candles, weighing each three pounds ; 
one of which lafts more than one evening, and ferves a fecond time in the inferior apart- 
ments, but not in the divan kane ; 

and 1 2 Patmans of tallow candles, burnt in filver candlefticks, with 
ftandiihes to catch the talloifr, which are placed on the carpet. The ufe of tallow is 
not confidered degrading to perfons of rank, it being burnt in the palace of the King 
himfelf. 

This, however, is not the whole of our allowance of provifions ; we had befides, 

5 Patmans of raifins without 'ftones, called chifkmik, and in 
their pilao, 

5 Do. of dry apricots, 

5 Do. of vinegar, 

10 Do. of cheefe in fmall white pieces without rind* more refem- 
bling thick cream than cheefe ; 

20 Patmans of four milk, 

3 Do. of fugar, and a large flaik full of white fugar, kept in fuch 
vefiels alone ; 
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5 Large decanters of rofe-water, 

5 Pattnans of honey, 
i ooo Oranges, 

i oo Patmans of barley for the cattle ; befides fifteen chiles of land, 
afligned us for growing barley, to cut green in the months of April and May ; each 
chile of land yielding generally ten horfe loads ; with thefe, 45 loads of wood for 
firing, completed our allowance ; all of which was tranfported to my hoftfe with great 
exactitude, ahnoft at the fame inftant of time, except l'orae articles which we did not 
like, and prefented to the fervant of the vizier who attended us. 

On the 1 ft May, the brother of the vizier waited on me again, to direCt me, in con- 
fequence of an order he had received from the King, to repair to him at Efcref as foorv 
a 6 pofiible, he being delirous of fhewing me the buildings he had conftruCted there, 
befo re he left that part of the country ; informing me at the fame time, that if I would 
be ready by the next morning he would fend a man to accompany me, and that it would 
not be necefiary to take my baggage with me, as the King would remain there but a 
very fhort time. I accordingly prepared myfelf, and left Ferhabad in the morning of the 
ad May, with the vizier’s fervant and thofe of my own, leaving the women and the 
remainder of my fuite behind. 

Efcref lays eaftward of Ferhabad ; the road thither is very even, and the mud in it 
being tolerably dry, our journey w r as pleafant. The country on each fide was remark* 
ably well cultivated, particularly in the neighbourhood of Ferhabad, and inhabited by 
an infinite number of Georgians and Armenians. 

I faw growing about a number of plants which I had long wi/hed to fee, but in vain, 
fuch as chicory in abundance, thiftle, and wild borage, with a different flower to ours. 
On the way I. pointed them out to the inhabitants, who were ignorant of their value, 
particularly the endive. After travelling for a league we forded a river, fomewhat 
broader than that at Ferhabad, which empties itfelf into the Cafpian Sea. It is called 
Chinon. 

At noon we refted for two hours in a town belonging to the Turkmans, called Chi- 
arnian. It is fituated on another fmall river, much refembling that at the Marana at 
Rome- According to cuftom we were regaled by the chief inhabitants, but as I had 
lunched off an excellent ham I ate but little. O11 remounting our horfes we continued 
cur courfe until five or fix in the evening, pafling through l'everal towns and villages 
inhabited partly by natives of Mazanderan and partly by Turkmans. 

At length vve arrived at Efcref, which is about two leagues diftant from the fea. It 
is fituated at the extremity of a handfome plain, at the foot of fome fmall mountains 
which cover it towards the fouth. It is at prefent an open place, which is only juft 
begun to be built on. Nothing is yet conftru&ed but the King’s palace, which, indeed, 
is not itfelf complete ; its gardens ; a large ftreet, the bazar, and fome houfes inter- 
fperfed among the trees of the fort it, 'and a large efplanade. It is, however, full of inha- 
bitants; and, in order to encourage the frequency of more, the King, who delights in 
hunting, and meets with much fport here, whenever he winters at Ferhabad, pafles a 
great part of his time at this place. 

Springs and rivulets are here very abundant, the water of which is excellent. Trees 
alfo are very .numerous, thick and of high growth, and the houfes among them are t *fo 
{haded by their foliage that they are fcarcely vifible ; and fo numerous that one is at a 
k>fs to determine whether it be rather a town in a foreft or a foreft in a town. On our 
nearing the palace, the man furniihed me by the Vizier, rode on to acquaint the governor 
of my arrival, who immediately mounted his horfe to meet me, with fome of his people 
* „ 8 oa 
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on foot, gave me th| right, the ftation of honour among the Perfians, as well as contrary 
to the cuftom of the Turks, who give the left as a compliment, and afligned for my 
abode one of the belt houfes in the place. 

This dwelling has a large court entirely fhaded by the branches of trees, fo as almoft 
wholly to exclude the fun. In the midft of it, in the moil umbrageous part, a final! 
apartment, or rather a gallery, (as it is open on all fidcs,) has been ereded, about the 
height of a man from the ground, to which you afcend by fteps. In this place it is ufual 
to receive company in the fummer, and even to fleep, on account of its coolnefs. This 
place is common, and fuch galleries are called bala kane, or high houfes, from their being, 
raifed above the furfacc of the ground. 

It mull not feem extraordinary to you that fuch open apartments fhould be ufed to- 
fleep in, the night air polfefling no noxious qualities in thefe parts, nor even in any 
part eaft ward of the Mediterranean as far as here ; nay, even weft of its fhores in the 
Archipelago, at Scio for example. The cuftom of fleeping expofed to the air through- 
out thefe quarters is fo common, that illnefs would enfue upon the inhabitants refting 
in clofe apartments. 

The vizier introduced me, therefore, into the bala kane, where feated, we remained 
fome time in converfation. Afterwards he repaired to the King, to acquaint him of my 
arrival ; and returning fhortly after, informed me that the King had bade me welcome, 
and would give me audience on the morrow. The vizier ftaid to fup^with me ; and 
every thing fervcd me, as well on this occafion as at all my meals afterwards, wa6 in a* 
very nice manner from his own houfe. He remained with me for fome time after fup- 
pcr, and ordering fome of his people to abide with me to receive my orders, took his 
leave ; telling me, he would wait on me in the morning to prefent me himfelf to 
llis Majefty. 

As ufual with them, my bed was prepared in the bala kane, it confifted.of a mattrafs, 
with fdk pillows, and a quilted counterpane of the fame, but without fheets ; inftead of 
which was a cit lndiano, or Balampour, of a thoufand colours. That I had no lheets 
rauft not furprife you, they are rendered unnecdfary by the night-drefs cuftomarily 
worn, which is a fhirt and drawers, or rather trowfers reaching to the feet. 

On the next day the vizier repaired to my houfe, and found me already dreft and 
waiting for him ; but as it was yet early, he remained with me till the hour at which he 
expected I might be admitted to an audience. At length we mounted our horfes and 
repaired in company to the palace, the principal gate of which fronts a very handfome 
and long ftrect ; arrived at which we alighted. We did not enter by a large meadow 
before the palace, but roun/Jcd it, afeending by a large fquare joining the palace on 
one fide, to which one paffes by a garden that no one is allowed to enter on horfeback. 

1 found here a number of Georgians who waited upon the King to abjure their religion 
and become Mahometans ; this induced a converfation between the vizier and mylelf j 
in which I learnt that liberty oT confidence was allowed throughout the kingdom ; and 
that the King was wholly indifferent to what religion his fubjeds profefled, holding all 
as good, either the Mahometan, the Clhriftian or Jewifli faith ; (mt thefe people, added 
he, are continually peftering His Majefty to become Mahometans. 

.At one end of the fquare, near the palace, there is a beauliful tree of great height, at 
which the firft corps dc gatde is Rationed. Here the Vizier left me in the fliade to give 
advice of my approach, and receive the neceflary orders ; and after fome time he 
returned to inform me, the King had ordered him to condud me to the divan kane of 
the garden, where the principal officers about the court awaited him. The floor of 
the divan kane, raifed only two fteps from the ground, was covered with beautiful car- 
pets*- 
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pets, on which ^te oScers of the court already ajfi^ 

Afterabad }'; the Carchibaflu, or chief of the "Catlett* Ojc«pcl^ ; JVCiiiiarr^b JChaity 

Belli Muhammed, furnamed Belli from his facetioufnefs, that word jQgnifyingfpdrtive ; 
a Sultan from the frontiers next to India ; with feveral others of corifideration. Befides 
thefe, on the oppofite fide, Saru Kogia Bey, and the Effendiar Bey, a particular favourite 
of the King ; and on the fide fronting the weft, that of lead efteern among them, were 
feveral muficians with various inftruments, fuch as violins, cymbals, lu&s, and others, 
but varying in fhape from ours, the firings of which were not only of catgut, but alio 
of filk covered with wire. 

On my entrance I was led to fit between the Khan of Afterabad, and the Corchi- 
bafhi, as the mod. honourable ftation, the Vizier of Mazanderan remaining at the door ; 
thofe officers in greateft familiarity with the King never fitting at his audience, but 
remaining (landing to obey his orders. The reft of the affemblage kept their feats as 
on ray arrival. * 

After remaining feated thus for fome time we were ferved with dinner. What was 
prepared for us was brought by the garden-gate, the difhcs being carried by as many 
perfons following each other after the maitre d* hotel, of from eighteen to twenty years 
of age, without beards, who aft as the King’s pages, and dreft in the coftume of 
Mazanderan ; that is to fay, in pantaloons, with a tight round frock fitting the 
body and reaching to the middle of the thighs ; no turban, but inftead a fur cap 
with the hair outwards, and the fkin turned up at bottom to fhew the cloth with which 
it is lined. 

Thefe kind of caps, called in Perfia bork, are very common here, and are the fame 
as for convenience-fake are worn in the houfe in lieu of turbans. The pages do not 
wear liveries, fuch not being ufed at all in thefe parts, but each was clad in a different 
colour to the other, according to fancy, and in various kinds of -cloth, fome embroidered 
with gold and others with filver, the bork being generally of a different colour from 
the pantaloons, and thefe again varying from that of the frock. 

The difhes they carried were large as our bafons, with high covers, either round or 
fteeple-fhaped, to cover the pyramids of pilao and other meffes. The difhes were 
fome of .filver but moftly of gold, and, in order to make the greater fhew, they were 
intermixed. 

The maitre cP hotel, on reaching the divan kane, knelt and fpread before me and my 
two neighbours a cloth of moderate fize of an octagonal fhape, of gold brocade fringed, 
with gold taffels of different, fhapes and colour. On this cloth every thing placed was 
ferved in difhes of gold, and the meats they contained, notwithflanding it was feafoned 
after the country fafhion, was truly a feaft for a King. Befides thefe difhes, near each 
of us was a large porringer of the capacity of a fmall pipkin, full of acids, extracted 
from different matters, of which fpoonfuls are occafionally taken during the repaft^ 
either to affift digeflion or fharpen ‘ the appetite ; to forve which, in each porringer, 
which like the dimes were of gold, a deep new fpoon was put, made of aromatic wood, 
with a very Jong handle ; thefe, however, ferve but for one meal, never being ufed a * 
fecond time. 

Although we were not long at dinner, wine was ferved twice round to all the com- 
pany according to rank ; as I objefted to a fecond cup I was much importuned, " as 
thofe about me being prohibited the ufe of wine by their religion, and aware that no 
fuch injunction withheld me, confidered my abflinence as a reproach. 

While diverting ourfelves in converfation the muficians kept playing continually* but 
in fuch gentle tones and fo low as to be fcarcely heard, fo as to afford no interruption. 

While 
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Whiletalking, th^ cup which ■was, of gold and the faiver the fame, kept continually 
moving, the quantity drank at each time, however, was fmall, and the Perfians ac- 
cuftomed to thefe entertainments have good heads. 

It was now late, when the King attended by fome favourite officers of ftate, fuch as the 
agarnir, the chief of the eunuchs, and fome others, entered by the garden gate oppofite 
to us. As well as the others, he was dreffed in a very fine cotton veft of a lively 
green colour, faced over the breaft ; for, not with/landing it be cuftomary to lace them 
on the fide, as I have elfewhere noticed, they are fometimes laced in front with orange 
laces. His drawers, or trowfers, were of violet coloured cloth, his fhoeS of orange 
fhagreenor zigri, and his turban red and filver, ftriped. His broad fafh was of various 
colours, as well as that above it, and the (heath of his fcymitar of black fhagreen, the 
hilt of bone, probably the tooth j(f fome fifh. 

His walk was (lately ; his left hand on the guard of his fword, the point of which 
towards the fky, and the concave bend upwards according to the cifftom of the country. 
From caprice he is ufed to wear the wrong fide of his turban before, which except him- 
felf, none is allowed to do. 

As'foon as we perceived the King at a diftance, we incontinently rofe on our feet, 
but without leaving our places. He advanced towards us with a meafured pace, unfup- 
ported, at the head of thofe who followed him, according to general practice, whether 
on foot or on horfeback. He is of middling ftature, not lean but delicate, .well built and 
proportioned, and of dignified port, notwithftanding he be now near nine and forty years 
old. Whether he fpeak, he walk, or fimply look at you, he has conftantly the appear- 
ance of great animation and vivacity ; neverthelefs, in fpite of his perpetual reftlefsnefs, 
and his natural capricioufnefs, he conftantly maintains fomewhat of ferious and grave, 
which plainly indicate Majefty. His face is rather handfome than otherwife, but 
his complexion is very dark, either naturally or owing to his frequent expofure to the 
fun. His hands are conftantly dyed of a very dark colour with alcana. His nofe is 
aquiline ; his whifkcrs, which are long and hang down, as well as his eyebrows, are 
black: he wears no beard. His eyes are lively, fparkling and ftniling, and as well as the 
reft of his countenance expreffive of that greatnefs of mind and genius, in which he 
furpafles the whole of the Princes of the kingdom. 

On the King approaching, the Sultan 1 before mentioned, as being with us who had 
come from the country over which he was appointed governor, on the frontiers of 
India and Jagatay, with four or five of the chiefs from thofe parts who accompanied 
him, advanced and killed his foot, as is ufual when Sultans or Khans repair to court 
from a diftant country, and \yhen they take their leave. This homage on the part of 
the Sultan was imitated by thofe with him, after which it was repeated by the Sultan 
and the reft, and again a third time, every one each time making a myfterious circle 
tpund the King. This ceremony being finifhed, the Sultan and thofe who accompanied 
him returned to the divan kane “and refumed his place. The King entered alfo, and, 
as did the others, left his fhoes on the fteps of the divan kane ; not fo much as a 
“mark of refpedt as for cleanlinefs fake. 

Their fhoes have heels to them, and are in confequence much more comfortable and 
pleafant of wear than our flippers without, and not being lied are as eafily difen- 
gajfpd without (looping. • • 

On the King’s entering the divan kan£, my neighbours gave me a hint, upon which 
I left my place accompanied. by the Corelli Bafhi who was at my left, and retained that 
Hation, putting his hand under my arm as if to fupport me. The King feeing me ad- 
vance. 
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vance, Hood {till; on getting near I made him a profound bow acc^rdin^ to our cuftom, 
and kneeling on my right knee {looped, in view of killing the he,nu of hisgarment, but 
he presenting me his hand and hindering me, I kifTed it, and touched it with my fore- 
head. On rifing, while returning to my ftation. accompanied as before, the King enquired 
if I fpoke their language, and underltandifig from thofe with whom I had converfed 
that I did, he turned -to me with a frnile, and faid cbojh ghieldi, fafa gbicldi (truly 
welcome, very welcome") ; after which he afi'umed his place at the anterior part of the 
divan kane, on the left hand as you enter, in the fame fpot in which Saru Kogia was 
before. The King being feated here by himfelf, and Saru Kogia oppofife to him, we 
refumed our former poli lion. Ahnoll all the officers of rank who accompanied him 
{landing about his perfon without the divan kane, with fome of thofe who before the 
arrival of His Majefty were feated with us. 

The King at firft kneeled down and fat upon his OTcIs, which is confidered the moft 
refpeclful and humble poll urc, but which foon tires; after which he changed it for that 
manner of fitting peculiar to our tailors. After His Majefty had fet us the example, 
we changed our previous uncomfortable pollure alfo, and fat with our legs acrofs. 
After this he pulled off his turban and remained bare headed, notwithflanding it was 
night and the apartment open. This, I underflood, is his ufual practice, whether alone 
or in converfatiou. In this, we did not imitate him, it being confidered an incivility to 
fit without a turban, not only when among perfons of higher rank, but even among 
' {Irangers or your equals. -He afterwards ordered wine to be brought; this the 
Effendiar Bey, who flood without the divan-kane, preparing in a hurry to prefent to the 
King, fell into a finall refervoir of water at the foot of the heps leading to the place, 
which excited a hearty laugh at his expcncc, redoubled when upon his r*povcring him- 
felf, and again advancing, he broke the glafs decanter which contained the wine againft 
the joifts of the door. 

The King having drank, two or three pages handing in the room ferved us each 
according to rank, one after the other as before ; the cups from which we drank being 
of gold, and that of the King of glafs. On the cup being prefented to me, the King 
noticing I did not take it with the fame eagernefs as the reft, obferved, “ perhaps he 
does not drink wine.” 1 anfwered, “ that I was little accuflomed to do fo, but felt it a 
duty fince 1 underhood it to be His Majelty’s pleafure that I {hould, and that in mere 
momentous matters I was defirous of {hewing him my readinefs to fubmit to His Ma- 
jefty ’s will.” I thereupon emptied my cup, which was very fmall, for the fecond time 
that day ; the wine, however, notwithflanding it was pure, was neither very hrong nor 
very good. 

In the mean time, a number of people came with the prefents made by the Sultan on 
occafion of his vifit to court. This cuhom appears of very great antiquity, the King 
of the Medes according to Philohrates never being vifited even in the time of Apollo- 
nius without receiving prefents. 

This cuhom is general throughout the Eaft among all ranks. Equals for what they 
give receive an equivalent ; where the value tendered for that received be greater, it is 
confidered an acknowlegcment of fuperiority, where lefs, an affumption of the fame on 
the reverfe. Vaffals make prefents to their lords, who give back little in return. When 
Princes of .fimilar power and equal authority make then), the quality and nature of 
what is tendered is preconcerted on each fide. The Sovereign 'who receives them from 
an inferior Prince gives little or nothing in return. Thus the Turks, wont to receive 
from the King of Perfia, render but a trifle ; and the prefent war, as I conceive, 

•originate* 
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die p^fcnt#hall gaffed in -t&nmti to which His Maj6fty : paid little ifttentioriV 
urilefs hideed $o fon^^Mcons, arrows^ and feiftrfiments of waf, he employfed»>liejqt^ • 
mairtdef i&f thejjayin'the crediting of various affairs, ffiving^differentiommififiens and 
jwrianjg flvenjfl ferilijB ; fee alf6 liftenedto the reading offeveral by Ihe.fcgatnir inTaibiid 
•*totte ofvoice that we diftin&ly hdtird every fyilable ; among thefe was one from my 
fortfier mehimandar Tochta Bey, now^Oovernor ofHifpahan, informing of tjie arrival 
of an ambaffador expected from Spain. . 

His Majefty enquired of the courier, as is his general cuftom, refpe&ing the a’mbttf- 
fador, and where he was lodged > of me alfo, if he were the man of rank defiguated t 
on which point I fatisfied him, informing him, that although he was perfonally unknown 
• to me, I knew his family to be one of the mofi noble in Spain ; and in anfwer to his ques- 
tion, whether a Gaftilian or Portuguefe, acquainted him that notwithflarfding he had 
polfeiTions in both countries, he was a true Spaniard. 

In this manner the King difpatched his various affairs, converting firft with one, then 
with another, the wine palling round all the while ; I availed myfelf, however, of his 
being to clofely engaged to pafs my turn. At length lights were brought in; thefe were* 
large iron pots into which rags and greafe were put, at the end of flicks, and which , 
when kindled give much more light than our torches. Thefe are peculiar to performs 
of high rank ; four of them were placed without the divan kani in the open air, and 
wherever three or four are vifible it is an infallible fign that either the King is on the 
fpot or his Hiram. Within the divan kane, a row of wax candles were difpofed in 
gold and filver flicks, and a lamp of greafe, fuch as I have before deferibed. 

Immediately after a collation was ferved, confifling only of provocatives to drinking* 
as without wine in this country there is no convention. Thefe, at the fame time, very 
much prevent the wine from affecting, as by my own experience I am well- enabled to 
afeertain. The entertainment continued thus till pafl one o’clock in the morning, the 
King all the time conducing himfelf with great familiarity, yet conftantly' preferring 
his dignity. After fome time, the King called Delli Muhammed Khan, the jefter, to 
come and divert him, condefcending fo far as to tell him, that if too idle to move, he 
w ould himfelf come to him. The guefls upon this perceiving ‘the Shah difpofed to 
unbend, (as fuch perhaps is the cuftom,) withdrew one* after the other, without any 
ceremony whatfoever, and making as little noife as poflible. 

For iny part, a novice in thefe matters, I waited feme time, expe&lng they might 
return, as I noticed that all frere free to go out and come back; T remained feme time; 
at length, fearful of being the only one left at table, I withdrew, and as I waited fome 
time on the fteps for my flippers, the agamir on one fide, and the. Governor of 
*Mazanderan on the other, came to acquaint me that that the King enquired for and 
wilhed to fge me. 

I returned immediately on this intimation, and haiving .entered the divan kanc, 
knelt down In order to fit oppofite to the King near Delli Muhammed Khan, but foon 
as the King perceived me, he told me he wilhed to ‘confer with me, and made a fign 
for me to be feated on his right, with which I complied. Notwithstanding we Were no 
mdrein thefaloon than the King, Delli Khan, and myfelf, the muffeians 1U11 continued' 
to play in the fame manner as before deferibed, fo as not to hinder converfation. 

When -feated, -the King made many enquiries of me refpe&ing myfelf; niy profeffion, 
my family, and obje& in travelling; pf the countries through which I pallid; of Europe; 
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its politics ; its religions ; the power and views of Spain, reipe&ingjits ambaflador ; and 
many other fubje&s, reafonlhg-upon my replies on the latter, antr (hewing himfelf in 
his converfation perfectly well informed of the religions, cuftoms, and interefts of 
Europe, a very widely-informed man, and a confummate politician. .He detailed to me 
in return the caufe of his wars with Gourgiftan, as Georgia is called here ; told me of 
Trimuraz, who had excited the Turks to war with him, having fought for affi dance 
from the Tatars, but “ what can they do with their arrows, which go ter\ ter” faid he, 
** let them come, let them come, I fhall fpeak and do,” putting his hand to his fword 
and alfuming a menacing afpett ; when recollecting himfelf, and apprehenlive of too 
much preemption, he turned his eyes towards heaven and rebuked himfelf, exclaiming, 
tdba y tiba, expreflions of regret and refignation to God j then turning the converfation 
to ta&ics, he fliewed himfelf well acquainted with war, its inftruments, the fitted for 
cavalry ami infantry, and the various manoeuvres in battle. 

The leflbns which he gave to the attendants about him on thefe fubjeCts were liftened 
to with minute attention and much approbation ; for my part I obferved, that it was 
only for mailers to give fuch leflons, and that he was certainly qualified to teach from 
fo much experience, and fuch great fuccefs as he had ever had. The King 
frniled at the compliment, modeftly obferving that what he had ever done was 
but of little value. 

You mult not, however, imagine that our difcourfe (which, as it embraced fo many 
TubjeCts, was consequently of long duration) palled without frequent reference to the 
cup ; a practice common with the King, lefs with him for its being the cultom of the 
country than to allow his penetrating mind to work into the recedes of the hearts of 
thofe with whom he converl’es, and wdth courtefy and the afliftance of Baichus to draw 
from them their mod fecret thoughts. 

After continuing thus converfing, and drinking fometime to a great excefs, yet with-* 
out ill confequences to myfelf, Delli Khan, upon the cup pading with greater brilknefs, 
knowing it to be the fignal for departure, withdrew fo filcntly that I faw his place empty 
before I noticed his retreat. Yet, feeing the King did not rife, I thought it improper 
to do fo before him. At length he made a fign, obferving longer fitting was l’uperflu- 
ous, and putting on his turban leaned againll a pillar of the divan kanC, where he was 
furrounded by the muficians, who continued to play very gently. Hereupon the Vizier 
of Mazanderan, who was on his feet as well as the other officers, beckoned me to 
retire, which 1 did without faying a word, making a flight bow as I puffed the King, 
which was difpenfed with by the courtiers. The vizier afligned me fome of his people 
to fee me home, remaining with the King, who is wont to continue in this podure, a prey 
to an habitual melancholy, lidening to the mufic : fo lifetimes when he thinks of it, 
retiring to the haram. 

On Saturday the 5 th of May the King left F.fcref for FVrhabad, yet not by the dircCt 
road, in order that he might enjoy the diverlion of hunting, as lie is wont ; his ladies 
accompanying him on horfeback, and they alone, in order that his holies with the bag- 
gage and his train, might travel on at leifure ; as when the King removes, all his people 
go at the fame time*. For my part, I did not leave Efcref that day, the King having 
directed that the apartments and gardens of the palace, when all fliould have departed^ 
fbould be (hewn me ; and for that purpofe, 1 was waited on the lame evening by -the 
Vizier of Mazanderan. 

We entered by the great and principal gate of the palace, which opens on a long and 
beautiful avenue of great breadth, ornamented at prelbnt only by Ample hedges and 
borders. It is, however, as I underltand, to form a bazar. On the way he pointed 
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out to me other fpo^s on which it was intended to ereft caravanferai, fquares, baths, and 
other buildings, for the habitation of the people which* the King was continually 
fending thither. 

Beyond the gate, which none are allowed to pafs on horfeback, is a very handfome 
meadow of great extent, where thofe amufe themfelves who go to pay their court or 
wifli to fee the King ; for, unlike with us, the Shah never gives audience in the apart- 
ments of his pfllace, but in the open air ; either, if on foot, in the courts, or on horfe- 
back, in the public fquares. On thfe left as you enter the meadow is a beautiful hill, 
raifed partly by nature and in part by art, at the foot of which a bath is built for the 
fervice of the town, the revenue from which belongs to the King. On the futnmit of 
the hill a private garden has been laid out for the ladies, inclofed by ftrong walls 
flanked with towers. 

I was introduced into this garden, which is even of great capacity, abounding in 
odoriferous plants and various fruits, but particularly oranges and lemons. Vegetation 
of all kinds, from the warmth and moifture of the climate, and the abundance of water 
which falls from the neighbouring mountains, fucceeding admirably. I did not, how- 
ever, notice any efpaliers, fountains, or fimilar ornaments to thofe with which our gardens 
are replete. 

The water runs in the middle of the alleys, which are paved with {tone, in little ftraight 
canals, and not on each fide the walks as with us. In the middle of the garden, at the 
union of the four principal alleys which crofs each other, an octagonal houfe is built, of 
leveral ftories. The apartments in it are handfomely painted and gilt, but very fmall, 
and conftru&ed only for fleeping rooms, or to reft in. This building is deftined ex- 
clufively forfhe women, and none are fuffered to enter it except the King. 

Upon quitting the ladies’ garden we went to vifit that of the King, fituated oppofite 
to the hill beyond the meadow on the left at entering. One enters through a fmall 
garden, and by an avenue which leads to the great garden, in the middle of which is 
the divan kan£, in which the King gave me audience. On entering, a great gate 
prefents itfelf, on which is a fountain which throws its water as high as the roof of this 
building, whence it is conduced into different apartments and balconies, and fupplies 
feveral fmall jets d’eau which l'pring from their floors. 

This houfe, as well as the other, is very fmall, and the number of apartments on the 
various ftories are almoft infinite. They are confequently very narrow rooms, 
although well painted and gilt, and ornamented with exquifite miniatures of great 
coft. On every fide are numerous balconies, with Venetian fhutters and large 
curtains. 

Of the apartments, one wls contrived to have a beautiful effect ; on each of its four 
Tides were two large looking-glaffes in the form of windows, one on one fide and one on 
ihe other of the four doors or windows, which, on every fide reflefting, gave the ap- 
pearance of fo many rooms fimilar to that in which they were. The floors of feveral 
of the moft private rooms were ftrewed with mattraffes of rich brocade, for convenience 
on being feated, or for fleeping on, and fuch as had not their mattraffes were covered 
with carpets of great value. The paintings throughout the palace, although the colours 
be beautiful, were very badly executed ; the painters here being no Titians. 

At length, after {hewing me every thing that there was to be feen, th® vizier that 
fame evening let out on horfeback to join the King ; for my part, not caring to travel by 
night, I deferred my departure till the next morning, and arrived at Ferhabad by a 
different road to that I left it, in fuch good time as to be able to difpatch a letter for 
Ita|y by an American courier departing for Hifpahan. 

X 2 


Oa 



fcjP MfiTRO DELI B VALL$*S TRAVELS IN PERSIA'; 

On the road returning I dined in a village where ! Hopped to reft^a number of which 
I palled through on my way, noticing every where in the fields bala-kariB elevated on 
polls, the afcent to which in lieu of Hairs (to prevent intrufion of animals, as they are 
in the open country) is by a Hoping poll with knotches on each fide of it. Thefe 
bala-kane are not inclofed by any thing but a flender mattifig, which’ cqn be let down 
or raifed at pleafurc, fo as to admit the air and exclude the fun or raih: In one of 
thefe I dined off feveral dilhes brought by foxne of the village, s and after fleeping a 
fhort. time I mounted my horfe, and eroding the Chinon in another part arrived at 
Ferhabad. 

I obferved, during my Hay afterwards at Ferhabad, no more than two things ; the one 
the folemn and general almlgiving, which is continual at the gate of the King, to the 
Sophi, who call themfelves religious perfons of the Perfian fe£t ; and the other, the 
circumftance of the King difpofing of thirty women from his haram, to whom he gave 
each a hufband, as he is accultomed frequently to do. The manner of his difmilfing 
his wives is as follows- 

He gives each of them a camel for to enable her to perform the journey Ihe has to 
make j a kiech&ve, that is to fay, a covered litter, fuch as is ufed in this county to ride 
in more conveniently on the camel’s ribs on one fide, and in the other to put a 
coffer filled with her things, that is to fay, a filk bed or rather mattrafs, a pillow and 
coverlid, dreljes and linen, her gold, her jewels, and every thing belonging to her ; 
as all of them, according to their rank and birth, poffefs either lefs or more property. 
When Ihe who leaves the haram happens to have been in any elteem, her equipage and 
cloaths, without which none are difmiffed, are worth from one thoufand to two thou- 
fand fequins, which in the Fall, where a woman brings nothing to her hufband, is ia 
courfe a handfome portion. 

Thus having detailed the whole of what I have noticed, here I am now preparing for 0, 
a new journey, the King being on the point of departure with the army for Calvin, 
whence he means to advance direfUy to the Turkifh frontiers, and wherefoever the 
chance of war and the good of the kingdom may call. 

. Hitherto I have written from Ferhabad, and counted upon fending my letter thence, 
brought down to the firfl or fecond week in May, but was prevented for want of a 
trufty meffenger, and the fudden departure of His Majefly, immediately followed by 
mine ; and as I have an opportunity of fending it by an Auguftin lately arrived from' 
India, and proceeding direct to Rome, I fhall add, if the time will permit, an account of: 
all that has occurred up to the prefent date. 

The King, receiving feme particular news from Turkey, left Ferhabad in hafte for. 
Cafvin, on the i ith of May. Soon as the King leaves any place the foldiers about his 
perfon decamp immediately and follow ln’m wherever he goes, without knowing whither 
nor even the time of his departure an hour before it takes place. This, however, is no 
ways inconvenient to the array, as from fuch things being cuftomary all are conflantly* 
prepared. The King, however, bent his courle out of the dirert way, rather -towards 
the province of Ghilan, in order to take the diverfion of hunting, the guards, who 
were ignorant of this, making direct for Cafvin on the fame road as to Hifpahan from 
Ferhabad, as far as Firuz-cuh. 

I was not made acquainted with the hunting party in Ghilan, or, as you may well 
imagine, I fhould not have been abfent whatever the inconvenience to myfelf ; but as 
the Vizier of Mazanderan informed me, that if I accompanied the King I fhould not 
have an opportunity the more for converfing with him, as he would be conftantly with 
the ladies, but fhould likewife have to undergo vaft fatigue. I followed his recommen* 
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elation, Mid fet of with the arqay direft for Cafvin, on the evening of the 13 th of May,, 
travelling conftantly* by night in order to avoid the heaf, which already, when the fun 
w*s up, was fcarcely tolerable, and repofing in cool lhades during the day. In this 
manner we reached Firuz-cuh in four or five days, the roads being dry and in 
good order. . „ * , ..r. 

Our firft halt was in the city of Saru, at the houfe of the hofts who had treated us 
fo civilly befofe, and who expected us at the door on hearing the army was palling. 
After palling through the foreft, which had been our refting-place, and Tatara Pelk, we 
flopped at a wretched ftage called Shirgah. Our third day’s journey was only of four 
leagues, on accoun%of the mountains, and leaving behind us Giret, the town inhabited 
by the ladies who treatedsus with fuch kindnefs, we proceeded to Mioni Kiclle, where 
we lodged before. Our fourth halt was in the neighbourhood of the ruined cafUes at 
the commencement of Mazanderan ; the ruined caftle but a Ihort diftance from the 
highway is called Abund. Our march of this day was no more than four leagues, 
on account of the flow pace of the camels, and the place of our encampment for the 
night was a delightful valley at the foot or rather on the Hope of the mountain. Be- 
yond the valley on a fmall mountain we difeerned a number of black tents belonging to 
Arabs of the province of Mazanderan, who in the winter repair to the towns and vil- 
lages, but live in tents infummer, and tend their flocks on the mountains. 

As foon as our tents were pitchedfome very affable and obliging women repaired to them 
and prefented Madame Maani with milk and other things to eat, and after regaling them in* 
turn, and keeping them to dine with us, Madame Maani was curious of feeing the ftruc- 
ture of their tents, and accompanied them back. I was alfo of the party, and at the 
bottom of the valley, near a rivulet, 1 difeovered a quantity of wormwood, and fevcral 
other odoriferous plants unknown to me. On our entering one of the tents, which 
^although of coarfe quality, was abundantly ftored with all kinds of neccflaries and fur- 
niture, even to carpets, and which belonged to the perfon who conducted us ; thofe 
from all the other tents, particularly the women, flocked" to fee us. We had no f'ooner 
got within the tent than we were again prefled to eat, which to have refufed would hate 
been uncivil. Among the articles prefented us by the women, and which pleafed me 
greatly, was fome milk cheefe of a particular kind that had been twice churned, and had 
been broken in pieces with a fpoon in a fweet liquor called dufhiab, very commonly ufed 
by the orientalifts in their ragouts; befides this, efteetned a great delicacy, we were 
ferved with various difhes of meat, and mufeovado fugar as it came from the cane, in 
the company of nearly twenty matrons and maids, who by their beauty as much as by 
their polite manners, converfation, and paftoral life, reminded me of the Arcadian 
fhepherdefles as deferibed by* the poets. Certainly, in grace and courtefy, they could 
not have excelled thefe of Mazanderan. 

Making them firft prefents of fcarfs, veils, and other trifles, we took our leave, and 
after loading the camels proceeded on our journey, travelling through ail the night, and 
arrived an hour before day-rife at Firuz-cuh, four leagues from the frontiers of Mazan- 
deran, where we refted for the fifth time. 

The King was not yet arrived at Firuz-cuh, nor was it known* even when he would 
arrive ; learning, however, that the hunt would take place in a valley between certain 
mountains, about two leagues diftant front Firuz-cuh, out of the high-road, I went 
mid-way thither on Sunday the 20th of May, where, in a plain of great convenience, on 
account of the plenty of water and forage, I encamped on the banks of a river, near a 
fmall hamlet of three or four houfes,calleaNemevan,and as, in all likelihood,! fltould have 

to 
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to remain there fomc days, for the firft time I pitched the whole /of my tents, form- 
ing a court, a parlour, a bed-chamber, and anti-chamber, a gallery, and other necef-, 
fary places. 

On the 22d I refolve&on taking a view of the fpot where the hunt was to take place, 
and the fame time pay a vifit to Effendiar Bey, who fepd arrived to make preparations 
as well as Muhammed Saleh Bey. The way from my tent to the fpot was by a very 
narrow pafl'age in a mountain, through which a large rivulet flowed amid the protuberant 
and rugged rocks with great impetuofity, making vt great noife in its fall. This is the 
fame rivulet which flowed by our abode, and in palling through the mountain we were 
obliged to march in its bed for the length of a mulket fhot. The palfage, however 
difficult it appeared, was eafy, fo much ib as to be practicable for people on root ; when, 
however, the waters are fwollen not even horfes can pafs it. Beyond this cleft 
we came to a mod beautiful valley, about two miles in circumference, intirely cnclofed 
•by mountains. 

The King, intending this fpot for the feene of the hunt, had difpatched feveral thou- 
land men from the borders of Mazandcran to drive the various wild beads in the 
valleys and mountains round about to this fpot. In a certain part of the valley, grown 
over with trees, he had caufed a hedge to be made of branches as drong as a wall, all 
acrofs the valley, and as high as a man on horfcback, to prevent the animals efcaping 
from the feene of battle, and in order to hinder their getting out by thefe acclivities of 
the mountains," large nets made of drong cord were extended round the whole, as high 
again as the hedge described, fo that the mod nimble animals could not overleap 
them. The number of nets fent for this purpofe from Ferhabad loaded three 
hundred camels. 

It is ufual for the King to take his dation in middle of the valley, and kill as much 
game as he plcafes, either with his fowling-piece or fword ; it is alio cudomary to take 
fome alive, to the ears of which little plates of gold are fadened, with the hunter’s name 
inlcribed ; and fome have been caught with thefe appendages, having the infeription of 
King Tahamafp, Ifmael Soft, and many other very ancient monarchs. 

And, in order that the ladies may fliarein the diverfion, a long gallery is built, for 
them without the netting, clofed with Venetian blinds, whence they fire at fuch of the 
animals as come within ffiot, and (hew great (kill with the gun. When, however, there 
are no men in the valley, fo many Cynthias, they defeend into the midd and kill them 
with arrows or the fword. 

Effendiar Bey, who had the direction of all thefe matters, took pleafure in fhewing 
and deferibing them to me. The gallery he had planned fo well that it took but two 
■days in completing, notwithdanding which the workmanlhip of it was extremely nice. 
The King being now at hand with his haram, the Effendiar Bey, the brother of the vizier, 
and all the others who had come hither to hunt, and had, as well as thefe noblemen, 
fpread themfelves over the valley, retired to the extremity of the vale, clofe to the 
palfage through the rivulet, leaving the red of the meadow clear, it being thought inde- 
corous to remain where the King’s wives may appear. 

And now, as opportunity occurs, I lhall deferibe the mode of travelling adopted for 
the haram. The King’s wives, that they may not be l'een, always travebby night, and 
when they travel without the King it is always in a fort of panniers on camels, in one*of 
which they ride themfelves on the camel’s fide, while on the other is a ched which ferves 
as a counterpoife. Thefe panniers, however, are condantly covered, and clofe like thofe 
of all other women; and when the panniers are fadened on, the muleteers after empty- 
ing 
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mg them leave evety thing elfe to the eunuchs, who caufe the ladies to get in them at 
jr diftance from the muleteers. . • 

This method is new, the muleteers formerly helping the ladies into the panniers. 
The caufe of the difcontinuance was owing to the following^ircumftance. The King 
travelling one night on horfeb^|jk by himfelf with the army, incognito, as is ufual with 
him, perceived the loading of one of the camels had flipped down on one fide, where- 
upon calling the muleteer to fet it to rights, and he not appearing, the King to eafe the 
camel himfelf put his Ihoulder to the pannier, but finding it rather heavier than it fhould 
be, and feeking the caufe, he difcovered the muleteer comfortably repofed in the lady’s 
arms, without any regard to the majefty of him he offended, or care for how the camel 
went. The King, upon this, immediately ordered the heads of the lady and her gallant 
to be fevered, and fincc then eunuchs have been fubftituted for muleteers, in helping 
the ladies into their panniers. When, however, the King travels with them they con- 
ftantly ride on horfi back, with their veils railed. The King, who is then attended by 
eunuchs alone, rides in the midft, joking with them, and occafionally hunts. Whether, 
however, they travel by themfelves or with the King, they are conftantly thus pre- 
ceded. 

Four eunuchs ride at leaft a league before them to clear the road and oblige all to 
retire, the punilhinent of death being awarded for merely looking on the King’s wives j 
and if they Ihould in the day-time have occafion to pafs through fome town or village, 
the inhabitants are ordered to quit it or Ihut themfelves up till they have 'paired. Aftef- 
wards follow a body of thefe, who clear the way, and drive, wound, or even kill fuch 
as remain ; then the haram, with the eunuchs, if by itfelf, in panniers on camels, or as 
before noticed, if accompanied by the King, on horfcback ; a troop of foldiers follow, 
called Jafachi, or the King’s guards, wearing the tag and an arrow, the point fixed in 
the turban, and the feathers pointing upward. 

To return, however, to the hunt. His Majefty underftanding I wifhed to be prefent, 
ftated he would acquaint me when it began ; but, contrary to expectation, the quantity 
of game was lo trifling, not exceeding fifty pieces, that he did not think it worthy my 
attention ; he, however, ordered an antelope to be brought me. Thus, I was neither 
a party at the hunt in Ghilan nor here ; in the one place owing to ignorance, where 
the fport was excellent, and in the other, with knowlege of it, for want of game. 

The fiitne evening we loaded our camels a little before night, and marched with the 
camp which followed the King. From Ferhabad the road runs conftantly fouth ; from 
Firuz-cuh to Cnfvin it has a weftern direction. Firuz-cuh is a frontier town •, on one 
fide of it lays Irak, on the other Mazatideran, and by the road we took to Cafvin, bor- 
dering Media, if I miftake ifot. This night we forded two rivers, the names of which 
I did not learn, one on this fide of the mountains, the other between them in a deep 
valley. We traverfed a fuccellion of very high mountains, very difficult to defeend on 
account of their ftoepnefs, and the roads fliocking. The whole of thefe mountains, 
which form the frontiers of Media, the country where grows the amomum, were 
covered with a certain plant then in bloom. Its Item was loaded thick with flowers of 
a yellow colour, forming a pyramid, 1'mall leaves, and in addition long filaments. 
When the plant feeds, which in fome fpecitnens it did at this time, each flower is l’up- 
pkmtcd by an oval pod fall of grain, which, as well as the flower, is of a yellow colour. 
The green leaf of the ftem refemhles that of the violet. 

After feven leagues march, palling over mountains in the way, we refted for the firft 
time at the entrance of certain extenfive plains, bordered by mountains, by the fide of a 
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clejtr rivalet, in a meadow producing excellent grafs. •The fecond lfight | left Madame 
Maani and the luggage behfnd< and haftened forward, defirous or joining the King* 
that I might hot be chargeable with negligence. . 

I travelled, therefor# with great expedition, palling through feveral villages and 
towns, one of which, of fome fize, called Ghilas o fliC hilar, where I^efted for three 
hours, after having crolfed a river which runs below the town over a bridge of Ilona. 
At dawn, I fet forward again, and joumied on foot three or four hours, Vhen I forded 
another river called Giageron, both deep and rapid ; the bridge over which was in 
ruins. After riding thus ten or twelve leagues, a little pall noon I arrived lomewhat 
fatigued at the city of Taheran, at a league from which, near a mofque, in high vene- 
ration among the Mahometans, the King was encamped with the greatcll part of his 
troops, the remainder being behind with the baggage. 

Taheran is a large city, more fpacious than Cafhan, but not well peopled, nor con- 
taining many houfes, the gardens being extremely large, and producing abundance of 
fruit of various deferiptions, of fuch excellent quality, that it is fought for by all the 
circumjacent country. The Khan ordinarily refides here, on which account the other 
cities yield it the palm as capital of the province, which alfo is called* by the name of 
the city* Taheran, and extends along the road from Firuz-cuh, as far as the mountains 
we traverfed the firft night. All the ftreets in the town are watered by a number of 
confiderable ftreamlets, which ferpentining in the gardens, contribute not a little to 
their fertility. The ftreets moreover are (haded by beautiful lofty plane-trees, called in 
Perfta chinar ; fome of them arc fo extremely thick, that it would take from two to 
three men toclafp them round. Excepting thefe, Taheran poffeffes nothing, not even a fin- 
glebuilding, worthy of notice. The King letting off on Thurfday, wefollowed his example. 

We travelled all the night, preceded by the King and his whole train of camels, and 
by day-break, after fix leagues, arrived at a conlidcrable town called Kiere, which 
likewife gives name to a river, over which is a handfome ftone bridge. Here I took up 
my abode for the day in a handfome new apartment, open on the fides, built on the 
river by order of the King, a little higher than the furface of the water, between two 
large arches. The water ftreaming below over a rugged bed with fome violence, 
compofed me fo perfectly to lleep with its noife, that the King, who was defirous of 
reaching Cafvin, and refting himlelf an inftant a little behind us, had mounted anew, 
and rode over my head, attended by feveral cavaliers, without awakening me. 

The fuccueding night, inftead of taking the regular road, on which there is a number 
of towns and villages, to Ihortcn the way, the army took acrofs an almoft barren plain ; 
after travelling fix leagues over which, we refted on Saturday morning at a miferable 
village called Hauz-abad, whence on Saturday night we departed, and arrived on Sun- 
day morning, the 10t h of June, at Cafvin. 

The inhabitants of Cafvin are not friendly to the foldiery, and purpofely to prevent 
their fele&ing their houfes for their abode, build them with miferable entries, inconve- 
nient, and dark. We chofe one, however, and were about to take up our abode in it ; 
but as we fhould have to diflodge feveral women, as well as the men, who had no 
refuge, we -chofe rather to leave it, and pitch our tents without the town, near a clear 
running ftream called Sheich Ahmed, from the father of my former mehimandar 
at Ferhaback who, while governor of this part, had turned its courle this way to fupply 
the city. * 

Cafvin, called properly by the Italians Cafbin, and in the epitome of Ferrari, Arfacia, 
is a large city, the capital of great part of Media, and formerly was the feat of empire 
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®f till $hah Abbas - took an averfion to it. It is not enclofed with walls 

jike other of the great cities of the empire* but is extramdly populous, and a place of 
^rreat trade, being a thoroughfare to fo many.different provinces. The houfesarenor 
weftconft rafted*, are very ugly within, and moftly in a ftate ofcdecay, the diftance'and 
abjence of th^ court having fteiv fo many of its wealthy inhabitants awav. The 
firsts are not paved, but fmall, nafty, and fo full of light duft, that there is no walking 
m them without being blinded. Its bazars are very ill built, although in them every 
deicripuon of merchandize and provifions is on fale. In ihort, this city has nothing in 
it to fatisfy the expeftations I had formed of a place, which, for fo Jong a time, had been 
a royal refidence. « 

There is in the whole place but two things worthy of obfervation ; one, the gate of 
the King, or the royal palace ; the other, the grand mcidan or fquare. ' ' 

, The King’s gate is neither painted nor gilt, like that of Hifpahan ; it is, however 
veiy large* and of rnore majeltic appearance. It is built in a fpacious but uneven 
efplanade. < The veftibule is very handfome and lofty, beyond which is a large court 
planted with very high and lofty palibs, under the Ihade of which is a pleafant walk* 
where thofe refort who wifli to lpeak to or pay their court to the King. * 

The grand meidan or fquare is at a ffiort diftance from the palace, in a quarter of 
the town between that and the bazar. It is not indeed fo handfome nor io large 
as that of Hifpahan, but falls little Ihort of it. Like that it is three times as long as 
broad, for the purpofe of its being adapted the better to a game played here on * 
horfeback, for which two limits are conftrufted at one end of the fquare, and as many 
on the oppofite. The porticoes round the fquare are ill built and old faffiioned * but 
in the middle', on both one and the other fide, two fmall palaces are raifed, adorned 
with balconies ; one of them, intended for the ladies, with Venetian blinds, and both of 
them with handfome gardens attached to, them. 

The King appears almoft every evening on the meidan, where in confequence the 
nobility refort to make their bows and pay their court, being more fecure of meeting 
with His Majefty here than at his lever. On his firft appearance, thofe he pafles 
incline the head without bending the body, which reverence it is unneceflary to repeat 
the Shah being carelefs of homage. All the time of the King remaining, pages attend 
to ferve the King’s guefts and certain of the chief officers with wine, muficians playing 
the while on feveral kinds of martial inftruments, after the Turkilh, the Perfian and 
Ulbeck faffiions ; the I urkifh and Uibeck bands being merely uled as trophies of the 
victories in which he captured them. v 

The game of pell-mell played on horfeback, is fomewhat like football with us 
Two parties are formed of equal number, never exceeding five or fix, who with a 
light ftick, unarmed with iron or lead, ftrike the ball forward, which is repelled the 
party winning which firll ftrikes it to the oppofite limits. This is an exercife which 
requires great dexterity, as well. in the horfe as the rider, and is a favourite diverfion 

of which even the ladies condefcend to be fpeftators, but in fimple dreffes with their 
veils down. r 

As before noticed, the courtiers ©n leaving His Majefty on the meidan make ufe of 
no ceremony, but go and come as they pleafe; nor when he departs is it reqnifite to 

accompany him to the palace. l w 

I now going to fight the Turks, — believe me conftantly your friend and re. 
ScSfe . r m y ° Ur 19 the G ° d ° f Battlcs ’ tbaC we raay be covered with 
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LETTER V. 

Hi/paban, 22 d April; and 8 th May, tfiig. 

IT was the nth June Iaft year, when we arrived at Calvin. On the next morning 
the King gave a public audience in the interior portal of his palace, at which I was pre- 
fent. The King perceiving me, as a mark of courtefy fent his mehimandar to learn if 
any bufinefs or private matter brought me to the ‘levdr ; I anfwered him that my duty 
alone brought me thither to pay my refpe&s. Among many matters promulged by 
the King, in a loud tone of voice, was his injundtion to the public crier, that notice 
fhould immediately be given in every quarter of the city, that all foldicrs ihould repair 
without delay to Sultania, about three days journey from Cafvin, on the road to Tebriz 
or Tauris, thence to proceed wherever the good of the ftate might require. 

This order was inftantly executed by means of notices ftuck up in every part of the 
city, as well as by a number of criers through all the ftreets, and on the fame day, or 
nearly, by His Majefty’s previous management, in almoft eyery city of the kingdom, 
by which the people were fatisfied there would be a war that year, of which before they 
were dubious. The Corchi-balhi, the King's fon-in-law„ was likewife directed to repair 
to Sultania, to attend to the diftribution of and providing for the troops as they fhould 
arrive. 

' In the evening after the proclamation, in order to pleafe the people, the Shah treated 
them with another game, in ufe among them, for the mob on foot. A wolf was 
turned into the midft of the fquare, which the common people, holding their cloaks 
before them, by making a noife and worrying, irritate till he ruihes upon fome one or 
other ; here, however, they allow the wolf no time to injure, but dragging him qjjf 
Induce to purfue fome other, who avoids him, or if caught, receives no hurt, from the 
number ready to affift. In the game itfelf there is no amufement ; the principal plea- 
fure arifes on being prefent at fuch an exhibition from the joyous exclamations, and the 
exultations of fo many hundred voices in concert. The games of pell-mell and the 
wolf, are the only public entertainments they have, and thefe are fo frequent, that they 
were given every night on which there was no audience, or which was not a day for 
receiving prefents. 

On the 1 ath June, I flept for the firft time in a houfe appointed me near the royal 
palace, as owing to the confufion confequent upon the army arriving, I, as well as 
others, had hitherto flept under my tents. The King, upon leaving the rneidan, or- 
dered the kizilbafhi to appear the next day with their tags, which they do not always 
wear, on account of their being heavier than the commdn turbans. Thofe only of his 
officers immediately in attendance on him wearing them conftantly. 

From this ordonnance we conjeftured, that fomething of confequence was to happen 
on the fucceeding day in the fquare, whither we repaired earlier than ufual. The 
audience to be given to the Turkifh ambaflador was the occafion of the extraordinary 
affembly which followed. This ambaflador was fent to treat of peace, not on the part of 
the Grand Signor, bat of his Serdar, or Lieutenant-General Hali Bafha, who wintered 
in the city of Amid, the principal of the province of Diarbeckir, as they call it, but we 
Mefopotarqia. • 

This ambaflador had repaired to Cafvin feveral days before the arrival of the King , 
but had not yet had an audience, fo that he was admitted thereto on that day for the 
firft time, l’he King did not choofe to receive him in the palace, nor elfewhere with 
the ordinary pomp, but on horfeback in the fquare, either on account of the ill treatment 

3 his 
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Ills ambaffadqr had itnet with from Sultan Ahmed, who reigned at the time of his being 
fent, and who would not fee him to the day of his death, keeping him as a fort of pri- 
foner , and this notwithftanding the oppofite condudt of Muftara, who fucceeded him, 
and admitted him to his'prefence, behaving with great civility 1 to him, and who being 
defirous of peace, had fent him-to his ferdar at Amid ; or becaufe the Shah wifhed to 
make a parade before the ambaffador, and was really intent on war. 

Whatever rilightbe the caufe, the King arriving in the meidan, attended by a multi- 
tude on horfeback, we all affumed <5ur proper Nations, and the King, with two or three 
of his. council, retired to the bottom of the fquare down one of its tides, riding gently 
along, and converting as he rode. In the meantime, the mehimandar introduced the 
Turkifli ambaffador on horfeback, with fome of his people, at the oppofite extremity. 
He did not, however, conduct him immediately to the King, but to the middle of the 
fquare, near a butt, at which the people are wont to fhoot as a mark with arrows, and 
left him there in converfation, to wait for the King; this being the fpot he moft 
frequently repairs to, and on the tides the moft honourable about the court and his 
guefts are ftationed, and form a circle about the King as near him as poffible. The 
King, however, paffed purpofely another way, feigning at firft not to notice the ambaf- 
fador ; at length he rode towards him. The ambaffador then, after falutation, but 
without leaving his horfe, as fuch is not cuftomary, no one difmounting except, which 
is very rare, when the Shah tenders his hand or foot to be kiffed, presented a letter, 
frajn the ferdar. The King, however, who is a profound politician, aware of its 
contents, and that it proffered conditions of peace he fhould be unwilling to accept, 
told the ambaffador, that “ He did not wilh to hear any thing more, nor to fee any 
further letters, but that all might be finally concluded in a few words, if the Turks 
were fatisfied with keeping what belonged to them, and ceafed to difpute the poffeffion 
of what belonged to the Perfians. If fuch were the difpofition of the Porte, as was 
reafonable and juft it fttould be, he was willing to conclude a peace ; but if otherwife, 
further debate would be entirely ufelefs.” 

He added, “ That the Turks had had fufficient proofs of the value of the enmity of 
the Perfians to make peace defirable, and incline them to liften to juft and reafonable 
terms ; that none defired peace more than himfelf, but that if forced to war by their 
arrogance and iniquitable pretenfions, the blood of the myriads of innocent people which 
would in confequence be (hed muft be upon their heads, and that in luch cafe he 
would place himfelf at the head of his troops. That the Turks might place their 
trull in the abundance of their wealth and the number of their foldiers, but that on his 
fide, he had for him, his God, Mahomet, and Ali the tripod.” He again repeated, 

“ That peace might be concltided, the Turks keeping what they had, and the Perfians 
the fame.” , 0 * 

The ambaffador replied in fo low a tone of voice, that I could not diftinguifh what 
he faid, other than that the Turks could not make peace on fuch terms. The King 
then replied, “ If reafonable terms are rejefted, there is then no alternative but war. 
Mykifilbathi are not like your Turks, who wear large turbans and keep their hands 
in their flee ves for fear of the cold. No, they are prompt and a£tive, they have nothing 
but tfleir, horfe and a curved fcymitar; are fitted for fatigue and impatient for war. 
If you will have war, I will .place my wild Chircana (a falcon, punning on the name of 
his Lieutenant-General Garchio) at theh&d of my kifilbathi, who fhall pounce upon 
you, and reduce you to nothing; Nor think/* added he, “ that you will this year be 
more fortunate than the two laft, undo* Serdar Muhammed Bey, when your troops 
galloped off crying, like, women/* On finifiung which observation, he galloped off, 

u a . without 
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without affording any time to the ambaflador for reply. Thus ended a conference on 

which was to depend the death' or life of fo many thoufafids of innocent perfons. The 
behaviour of . the Shah, however, who purpofely fpoke loud that all. about in the 
fquare might hear him, was highly approved by the people and court, who teftified 
their fatisfa&ion in the manner ufual on fuch occafions, exclaiming Allah ! Allah' ! 

The next day we received intelligence of the arrival of the Spanilh qtnbaffador at a 
town about a league diftant from Cazvin, where ( he waited 1 the King’s orders for his 
entry into the city, in which a dwelling had been 'made ready for him. A number of 
the firft people of the court, attired in the rnofl fupei b drdTes, with magnificent trap- 
pings for their horfes, went out to meet him, and attended him to the gate of his houfe, 
where they took their leave ; the Mehiinandar alone, in virtue of his office, conducing 
him to his apartment, and myfelf as a Frank. 

On the fame day that the Spanifh ambaflador made his entry, the Turkifli ambafla- 
dor had a fecret audience in the garden, at which none were prefen t ; and on Sunday, 
17th June, he gave a public audience to the Spanifh ambaflador, in a garden which has 
biit one large walk in the midfl, and is at a fmall diftance from the royal palace. 
This garden is called Gennet Bayhi, or the garden of paradife. He purpoldy 
received him here to accept his prefent at a time when a number of others were to be 
made him ; and for the greater parade, invited more than a hundred perfons of various 
- nations, languages, and drefs.' 

The prefent of the ambaflador, exclufive of three hundred camel loads of pepper, 
left at Hifpaban, was valued at one hundred thoufand crowns. It confifted of vafes 
of gold, filyer, and cryftal, and precious ftones ; befides thefe, a box containing fixty 
golden chains, enriched with emeralds ; faddles and horfe trappings, elegantly embroi- 
dered after the Spanifh fafhion ; fowling-pieces, and other arms embofled with gold ; 
the fword worn by the King of Spain on the day of his marriage, covered with 
jewels, a number of files and other hard tools, feveral coats of mail, various portraits, 
(among others that of Anne of Auftria, prefented by the ambaflador himfclf and not 
the King,) certain lances from America, and a number of other articles, all together 
employing five hundred men in carrying them. 

Upon the King entering a little palace built in the middle of the garden, the ambaf- 
fador was introduced with his prefent, which preceded him, thOfe who carried it 
making a four in front of this palace, and, marching round lhe gtlfts, who were feated 
about a canal adjoining, on rich carpets laid for the purpofe a l frcfco , on account of 
the number of the guefts being too great for the apartments of the palace j the procef- 
lion afterwards filed off. 

The order of precedence was as follows : The King, ‘the Spanifh ambaflador, the 
Turkifli ambaflador, and the interpreter of the Spanktrd {landing, being apart from the 
company, in a cafmo open on all Tides, and furrounded, except in front, where an alley 
led up to it, by water conduced from the canal. * 

The Englifh were feated in a corner on the fpot where the fupper was prepared 
about the canal, even, the ambaflador had no other ftation, only the molt honourable 
pofition among his countrymen; immediately above thefe were the Spaniards, but 
feparated by a ftreamlet which ran between ; after and higher up than them the Turks 
fucceeded,* beyond whom certain Curd, and Arabian gentlemen then at court as ‘ the 
King’s guefts; above thefe the brother of the Prince of two countries called 
Chick-e-Macran, on the frontiers of Perfia, on the ocean, and making part of ancient 
Cafomania. ■> 

This 
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ThisPrinca had conftantly been inimical to the Perfians, but having made himfelf 
mailer of a place of importance, he came to the court af Perfia, to offer to hold it in 
•feof of the Shahvprovided he would affiff him in maintaining poffeffion of it againft the 
Prince* his brother. 

Thfe nobleman, brother to the Prince, was a beardlefs young man, very elegantly 
dreifed in- his country falhion, in gold brocade, with a round turban, differing from 
that of the Perfians, ftriped of various colours, with a large fringe of gold taffds and 
green filk floating^on his Ihoulders, 3 efignating his defeent from,, Mahomet. 

The Mehimandar, who regulated every thing, Rationed me immediately above this 
nobleman, confidering it unlit I Ihould be with the other Europeans, whom I furpaffed 
in quality, fo that the vizier of Mazanderan alone, and feme of the principal perfons of- 
the province invited by .the King, were placed above me. 

The Ulbeck Tatars whom the King pardoned, that they might relate on their 
return to their countrymen fomcvvhat of the magnificence of the King, and the refpeft 
fliewn him by foreign nations, were placed on one fide, and much above them the 
emill’aries from that nation at his court, whom he had not yet difpatched. 

The entertainment was nearly a counterpart of that at Efcref, of which I gave you a 
defeription, but lafled not fo long on account of the Spanifh ambaffador finding the 
mode of fitting unpleafant in his European drefs, and obtaining permiffion to retire 
early, in which he was imitated by the Turkilh ambaffador as well as our/elves. 

In the evening of the a 2d June, the King, in the middle of the meidan, Ihewed 
great civility to the Uibcck emifTaries, and after reprefenting to them that their coun- 
try being at war with him could only draw deftruclion on the heads of -the people ; 
that although by their predatory excurfions they might do injury to his fubje&s, they 
were conftantly cut to pieces in regular engagements ; that it was their intereft as 
much as his wifli that they fltould become his friends, and rather join his kizilbalhi 
than oppofe him, notwith Handing they were followers of Omar ; that they might have 
feen what homage was fhewn him by lb many different Princes, and what refped from 
thole powerful Kings who lived in frielidihip with him, concluding with enjoining them 
to give a faithful relation of what they had witneffed at his court to their Khan, as well 
as of the kindnefs they had experienced, that it might occafion a good underftanding 
between them. 

All this, in a folernn manner, the Ufliecks protnifed to perform ; and as they were 
much affe&ed by the various marks of kindnefs they had received, and the obliging 
manner in which he addreffed them, they twice demounted to kifs His Majelly’s feet, 
and prollrate themfelves before him. 

On the 25 th July, the KiTig fet off early in the morning for Sultania, each of us fol- 
lowing at our lcifure. I travelled that night three leagues over a Hat country, in very 
cold and windy weather, till 1 reached a village called Ghiveran, where I relied the 
whole of the next day. Wei Amounted I travelled nine leagues the next day, arriving 
at a city called Abher, from the quantity of water with which it abounds, and which, 
divided into numerous ftreamlets, runs through almoll all its ftreets. The city is fmall, 
and beautifully verdant from the number of gardens it comprifes full of fruit-trees and 
poplars. 

; » On Friday night and Saturday morning we travelled eight leagues, .arriving at noon 
at*Sultania, where we found the King in his tents in the country, encamped in the 
. middle of his troops,, and though I travelled fafter than my train, by its taking a nearer 
road I paired it iult on my entrance into Sultania, and after ordering my tent to be 
pitched, I refreftied myfelf under the ihade of a mofquc, with bread, railins, and fome 
* , 0 of 
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of the moftdelidous water I had' ever tafted, which the Mahometans are weak enough 
to imagine qomes under ground from Mecca. 

Sultan*# was formerly a very fpacious city, at prefent it is a heap of ruins. It 
undcubtedljMpeceived its name from the quality of the individual by whom it was cori- 
ftrriaed. Sultan fignifies in Arabic, power, or a potentate, arid prefumptively fuch 
mull: have been the title of the founder of the place, as afferted by {he Perfians in 
oppofition to the Armenians and other Chriftians., who maintain it to have been built 
by Chriftians. According to the Perfians, a Sultan of Tatar race of the Ufbeck 
nation, called Muhammed Choda-bende, built the city, and the handfome mol'que it 
contains, changing its neighbourhood from a wildernefs, by cutting canals and water- 
ing it, to the paradife it is at prefent, and peopling it by forcible meafiires, fuch as have 
lately been pra&ifed by Shah Abbas for populating Mazanderan. As, however, con- 
straint, though it fecure comfort or even enjoyment, is irkfome, no fooner was 
Choda-bend£ dead, than the inhabitants immediately forfook the place. The 
emigration was fo confiderable, that in one night no lefs than fevcn thoufand camels 
left the place with panniers, in each of which was a woman, thus carrying off fourteen 
thoufand. 

We Europeans are upon an excellent footing with Imamculi Khan, whom I vifited 
in company with the father Vicar, who had arrived at Sultania, to prefent the Shah 
.with a tranfiation of the Pfalms of David into Perfian. On this occafion, the Khan 
{hewed us great kindnefs, treating us with excellent fweetmeats and other articles 
remaining from an entertainment he had given the King the day before, and moreover 
fent two large bafons full to my houfe, a very common cuftom in Perfia. The fame 
day I both paid and received a vifit from the Mehimandar, who informed me that the 
army Would Ihortly move to Tebriz, under the condud of his brother Daud Khan ; 
that the King only repaired to Ardebil, on account of intelligence he had received that 
the enemy meant to attack him in two different quarters ; the Turks, with the Serdar 
at their head, by the way of Tebriz ; and Teimuraz Khan, at the head of the Tatars 
and other auxiliary troops, by the way of Georgia. Ardebil, as being midway between 
thefe two parts, was chofen by the King for his head- quarters, the communication 
thence being eafy with each place, and an opportunity at the fame time being afforded 
Jiim of preferving the fepulchre of his forefathers, which is in this place.,. 

The whole of what was told me by the Mehimandar was verified by the event, the 
army moving that very night for Tebriz. We, the King’s guefts, however, remained 
With the King, and the fmall army about his perfon. I was pleafed on the one hand 
with having an opportunity of vifiting Ardebil, which is a city of note, yet vexed at 
not feeing Tebriz, a much more famous city, and for the poffeflion of which we were 
to come to blows. It would alfo have been far more grateful to me to have been 
oppofed to the Turks, who are Mahometans and my averfion, than the Tatars, who 
are fome of them Chriftians, and headed by Teimuraz, & Prince for whom, without even 
having feen him, I have a fecret affe&ion. 

Upon further intelligence received by the Shah, the army halted, and a grand enter- 
tainment Was refolved upon, which took place, and at which feveral of the guefts were 
fo far overcome with wine as to be carried away, and I myfelf was fo much furprifed, 
tbit when about to depart, I could not put on my flippere at the fteps of the Dfraa 
Kaifo. I recovered, however, amazingly, and rode home fomewhat more full of talk 
and merrier than ufual. 

On Wednesday, however, the l ft of Au&uft, in cbnfequence of advices received by 
the &ng> orders were iffued under heavy penalty, for all belonging to the army to 

march' 
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march to Tebriz, which accordingly was done ; none remaining about the King but 
his guefts, certain of his nobility, officers of State whofc prefence was riecefiary, and 
part of the ditifion of Imamculi Khan, that His Majefty might yet have fufficient about 
him to imprefs an awe on the enemy. 

■ It may not be amifs here to give an account of the manner of formation, of the army, 
and the order of the foldiery in Perfia. 

There are four divifions or orders of foldiery in Perfia, the fuzileers, the King’s 
{laves, the kizilbaihi, and the corchi. • 

The firft, yet laft in point of rank, the fuzileers, is a modem inftitution, at the 
recommendation of Sir Anthony Shirley, an Englifliman. This order is compofed of 
the native inhabitants of the country, and is fimilar to a militia. In Perfia, however, 
the individuals of this order receive pay quarterly from the King, and are bound to 
appear at his fummons. The gentry, thofe I mean who are called kizilbaihi, do not 
enrol themfelves in this order, but only thofe called reaiet, that is to fay, vaflals or tat, 
compofed of the refufe of the nation. In the beginning, thefe fuzileers fought on foot, 
however now they are mounted, and fight on horfeback, with guns fomewhat fmaller 
than our mufkets, with matchlocks, which have a fork faflened by a cord to the flock, 
by which, when they difmount, they have a refl for taking aim by. This defcription 
of foldiery is in high elteem with the King, and is a very uleful body. 

Of this body of men, the total collefted by the Shah from the various provinces of 
his empire, amounts to 20, coo, who, as tat, do not wear the tag, but merely a plain * 
turban. 

The fecond order of foldiery, confidered more noble than the preceding, is that of 
the King’s flaves, or vaflals, all of whom were originally Chriftians, either bought or 
furnilhed by various nations ; fuch as the Circaflians, Georgians, Armenians, and the 
like. At prefent, however, they are moftly Georgians and mufluJmen, either from 
their having been brought up in that faith, or their having apoflatized. Thefe, like 
the former, fight on horfeback, and make ufe of different arms, fuch as pikes, arrows, 
guns of the defcription before noticed, iron loaded flicks, feymitars, and daggers. 
There are none but carry a kind of light hatchet, the iron of which is rounded at one 
end,* and on the other a little curved and pointed. The bow and arrow, confidered by 
the King as ufelefs, are by degrees laid afide, and replaced by fire-arms, as well among 
thefe as the reft of the foldiery. The King’s flaves are allowed on certain occafions 
to wear the tag. They have one particular general and feveral captains. 

The number of thefe flaves in the immediate fervice of the King, enrolled as fol- 
diers, exclufive of thofe dependant on the various khans and governors, is 15,000. 

This eftablifliment, as wellnts the preceding, is of modern date, and owes its origin 
to the reigning Sovereign. 

The third defcription, more noble than the latter, is the kizilbafhi, which is com- 
pofed of thirty-two tribes, fixteon of which are called of the right hand, and the fame 
number of the left, from their taking thefe feveral fides of the King : of the privileges 
and quality of thefe, I have before given you an account. They are free, independant, 
and lerve as long as they are paid, being at liberty to change thfeir mafters when they 
pleafe, from one khan to another, or to the King, and from the King to a khan, as 
feems beft to them. Not all the kizilbaihi are folcuers, but as almoft all the lands are 
in the hands of the Shah, or his governors or khans, for.fubfiftence they are obliged 
either to make choice of the profeffion of arms, or exercife fofne kind of trade, 
handicraft, or hulbandry j in confequence. the number of thofe not foldiers is very 
mconfiderable. 

Moreover, 
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kpr. different*tribes arenotcqual in point of number, fome confiftiitg • 
pigielYe thoafand men, and fome of not more tlianffive. hi^ndifed^-t* ©f 
&£lse/oldiers, of others but few. , • , ' .v 

pMyriys had great preponderance 'j the various kings appointing their 
i»rtiors from among their tribes ; as owing to theii* exertions the prefent 
. fjpjf bn -the throne. Shah Abbas, however, fecretly detefts them, and 

Hy : ' sdl means to undermine and leffen their influence, frequently punching 
their cM^fsi sto?! keeping them rather in fear of hfm than feeking their affeftions. 

Of thefe, there are in Perfia at leaft feventy thoufand, of which fifty thoufand arte in 
the King’s pay, or that of his khans. 

The fourth order of foldiery, and the moil noble, is that of the corchi, or the King’s 
guards, chofen from among the kiailbafhi^and entirely and immediately in the pay of, 
the Shah himfelf. Thefe feldom go without the tag, being almoft conitantly about 
the royal perfon. 

The number of thefe is about 12,000 ; their arms the fame as the other kizilfrafhi, 
and like all the other foldiers compofing the army of Perfia, thele are cavalry. • 

The whole of the main force of Perfia confifls, therefore, collectively, of 97,000 
cavalry. This number is, however, fubject to great variation, it being fometimes more 
and fometimes lefs. 

Whenever the army marches, the greateft filence and regularity takes place, neither 
trumpets fodhd or drums beat ; and as all the officers and principal perfons take their 
fervants and family with them, the number of the army is fwollen prodigiouily ; yet, 
notwithftanding the immenfe numbers, the greateA abundance conitantly reigns in the 
camp during its march, fo much fo as to make it a faying in the country, “ That the army 
of the King is one of the fined and bed provided cities in Perfia.” Unlike in many coun- 
tries of Europe, its march is a bleffing indead of a curfe for the countries through which 
it lays } and fo far from Ihutting up their houfes and flying from it as a pedilence, the 
people from great didances from its line of march, haden to bring it every kind of 
neceffary, and even delicacies of all forts. Difcipline is fo regularly preserved, that 
every thing is paid for, and exceffes are unknown. The feverity of Abbas, fof any 
encroachments on the properly of his fubje&s, I have had oceafion to notice. When 
encamped near Ghivi, fome people had created their tents, rather inconfiderately, in 
the meadows, where they fullered their camels to graze at the expence of the proprie- 
tors, for che fake of laving a few pence. The inhabitants, in conlequcnce, complained 
to the King, who ordered certain of his officers to go with them to the fpot, where 
they cut the tents in pieces, not {paring even that of the King’s muficians, removing 
the cattle, and taking the owners to prifon. The vizier or lieutenant of a khan, having 
been more guilty than the red, and having had the audacity to take fome of the fruit 
from one of their gardens without paying for it, notwithdandiug his rank, was tied hand 
and foot, carried to prifon, and when taken thence, v/ith an arrow thruft through his 
nofe, he was led round, and expofed to the view of the whole army. 

To return, however, to the loute. The army filed, off towards Tebriz, while We 
remained with the King in Sultania, where, on the 3d of Augud, we received intelli- 
gence that Teimuraz Khan had not feparated from the fertiar ; a number of other 
vague accounts were brought. At length, on the 5th of Augud, the tents were /truck, 
ana our march began for A rdebil. \ • *i. \ 

The province of Irak terminates at Sultania or its neighbourhood} wjiere begins that 
of Adherbeigian, which comprizes a great- part of Media. 

Our 
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Our army began its march at day-break, and after two* leagues arj^d‘'^.a city 
called Zengan, but fpelt Zengian, fignifying moans and. te&rs. It afiumed tbfs^name 
after having been taken and lacked by fotne Tatar Prince, who immolated all,, its inhabi- 
tants in a moft brutal manner. It is now but a fmall city, without wa^' fituaij^i on 
the Hope of a hill, and apparently was once a place of greater conlideranip* **V/' • 

The army did not flop here, nor myfelf, fave to refrefh, the baggage being fent on. 
From this place, the King took a witch, having much faith in divination and incan- 
tations, or at lea ft pretending to have 1 , in order to enchant the foldiers of the enemy. 

On leaving this town, we diftinguifhed two roads, one towards the weft, leading to 
Tebriz, the other rather eafUvjrd, running to Ardebil, which latter we followed. 
After marching about three leagues, we pitched our tents and halted for the night on 
the banks of a fmall ftreain called Sannufafc-chiai, or garlick river. 

On the 6th of Auguft, after four leagues of way, we halted early near a river which 
ran by the road ; but as in one fpot its water was infufficient to quench the thirft of fo 
great a number, our tents were pitched fo far afunder, that the foremoft was a half 
day’s journey from the laft. 

The heat being great this day, our plan of march was changed, and begun at three 
hours after funfet. On Wednefday morning we ftill continued our march, crofting 
feveral fmall hills and beautiful valleys cloathed in green, although entirely bare of 
trees, as is the cafe with almoft the whole of Media, which, in the part we traverfed, is 
mountainous, lofty, and cool. The mountains, neverthelefs, are very pleaumt, their tops 
being almoft level. A little before noon, after travelling fix leagues from the place 
where we encamped the night before, we flopped to reft ourfelves at a vilkge called 
Jenghige, or New. We found ourfelves, however, much embarrafled for want of fuf- 
licient water. 

Here our ftay was Ihort, for night coming on, we continued our way, and after 
marching two leagues came to a very deep valley, which we had to defeend from the 
mountains by fuch a narrow and winding path, and fo fteep at the fame time, that with 
difficulty we could even lead our horfes down one after the other. After which, on the 
opppfite fide of the valley, as unplealant an afeent offered itfelf, but of nearly double 
elevation. You may readily picture hence, that with this going down and going up, toge- 
ther with the crowd, at a narrow bridge in the middle of the valley, over an unfordable 
river, the confufion of the paflage muft have been great, and the accidents numerous. 

For my part, after pafTmg the bridge at the bottom of the valley, having, in company 
with a lew others, by galloping on before, got confiderably the ftart of the main army, 
we refled for the night in a little fpot out of the high road, furrounded by cedars of 
Lebanon, but very fmall, wifh which all thefe mountains are covered. 

OnThurfday, in the morning, I was joined by Madame Maani on horfeback, and 
with much difficulty alcended the oppofite bank. From the fummit of the mountain 
we defeended to that we attaint*!, notwithftanding the vale was extremely narrow, was 
at leaft two leagues. Its acclivity palled, we travelled on to a village a league beyond 
of no confideratton. Here we remained all t he clay. The army, however, did not reft 
here, but proceeded a league farther, *o a fi^t country, where vvas plenty of water, and 
was wifely followed by my baggage : refpccting the latter, I was under alarm, it, how- 
ewr, joined me by night ; and haftening on, I reached the fpot where the army had cn- 
cathped about two hours after funrife. It had juft departed, but my camels with the litter 
being greatly exhaufted, I was refolved on waiting at a village in the neighbourhood 
called Cabagh, requefting the vicar, if he overtook rntfSinuleteer, to fend him back. 
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Cabagh, where I refted for fome time, is fix or feven leagues from JenghigS ; hence 
en Friday morning, the vicar' having met with my people about a league and a half 
from where I was and fent them back, I repaired to that fpot, where in a pleafant 
valley they bad pitched my tents, on the margin of a fmall river, which ferpentined 
through the meadows belonging to a neighbouring village called Ghivi. 

Here a part of the army was encamped under tents at fome diftance fijpm each other, 
but the King with the remainder, forming his^ordu, were in a ftrong place in the 
mountain called Kalkal ; where he not only intended to pafs fome time in hunting, 
But alfo propofed to leave his tents, baggage, and every thing cumberfome during his 
Hay at Ardebil. In this he was alfo copied by thofe who attended him. My wife, how- 
ever, Madame Maani, underftanding that the King’s ladies repaired to Ardebil, relblved 
on accompanying me thither. After marching all night, therefore, for about five 
leagues, on Sunday, morning, two or three hours after funrife, we refted near a mill on 
a finall eminence, ornamented by a number of trees, grouped in the raoft beautiful 
manner imaginable, and a running ftream which fell below a fmall village in the 
road, called Tagibuyuc, or great crown. This village belongs to the great mofque at 
Ardebil, as well as feveral other neighbouring villages. We remained here the whole 
of Sunday, and great part of the next night. Soon, however, as the moon rofe we 
continued our march, and finiftied the four remaining leagues which parted us from 
, the city of Ardebil ; as, however, the houfe affigned us by the mehimandar, who 
arrived before us, was not yet thoroughly in order, we pitched our tents 1 in the fields 
at fome diftance from the city, and entered our dwelling the fucceeding day. 

The houfe appointed for us was very handfome and fpacious, fituated in the middle 
of a large garden, watered by a confidcrable ftream running through the midft much 
larger and deeper than the Marano at Rome. This houfe belongs to a female rela- 
tive of the King and the Corchi Balhi, called Becfi Kanum ; but from her hufband 
having fled the kingdom on account of having incurred the dilpleafure of His Majefty, 
although the houfe be not utterly confifcated, the proprietors are no longer allowed to 
dwell in it, it being appropriated to the reception of the King’s guefts who arrive at 
Ardebil. As fuch it was allotted to us, as it had previoufly been lome time before to 
the Tatars of the country of Lefghi and Nocai, two hundred in number, accompanied 
as far as this place by the mehimandar on their way home. 

The people left in care of the houfe, and who ferve as domefties to thofe who inhabit 
it,' related ftrange things of its former tenants, and their brutal and grofs manner of 
living. Among other things, they informed us, that they ate their meat almoft.raw, 
without bread ; ufed no napkins, and every where left heaps of filth, which was never 
fwept away. The Perfians who had been witnefles to* their filthinefs, and who are 
themfelves a very delicate people, when they, faw the cleanlincfs in ufe with us, apd the 
nice manner of our eating with forks and fpoons, could but make remarks highly 
favourable to our cuftoms. " 

On the fame day the mehimandar paid us a vifit, which we returned on the fucceed- 
ing. We learned from him, that the news we had before heard of the devaftations 
committed by the Tatars in the open tcqvns and villages of Armenia, into which they 
had made an irruption, was true ; and that the Serdar of the Turks had apologized 
for it to Garchica Bey, difowning any knowlege of thefe diforders j and intreating 
that it might not be the caufe of more continued war, as he wifhed to come fo an 
accommodation, and was fcdulouflv emnloved on planning terms for a fubftantial 
peace. 
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All this, however, obferved the mehimandar, is farcical ahd deceptive ; but the King 
5s not to be fo eafily duped : he has had certain intelligence bf the Serdar being ordered 
to proceed direftly to Ardebil, to deftroy the fepulchre of Shah Sofi in that place, (whom 
the Turks look upon as a fchifmatic,) as well as the cityitfeif; then, wintering in 
Georgia, where provifions abound, to make himfelf mailer of Tefiis, reckoned esflily 
practicable through the fuccour he is to receive from Teimuraz Khan ; and the follow- 
ing fumvner to* follow up his fuccefs into the heart of Perfia, and flrive to nd the 
Turks of fo vexatious a competitor a§ the Shah. 

This news, which was publilhcd in Ardebil, had greatly intimidated the inhabitants. 
The King himfelf gave credit to it, and in confequencc had proceeded hither with part 
of the army, in order to pro left the country, while the main body was Hationcd to 
defend the road leading from Tebriz to Calvin, and thence to the center of Perfia. 
As, however, Ardebil is not a fortified city of any ftrength, the King did not mean to 
Hand a liege, nor hazard in this quarter any decifive battle againll forces much fuperior 
to his own ; but rather -to remove the bones of his anceflors to a more dillant and 
fecurc afylum, in cafe of extremity. The King, however, fent hence a quantity of filk 
■and other valuables which belonged to him towards Cafvin ; of which the inhabitants 
being apprized, thcmlclves began to remove their various effects to places of greater 
fafety. The men and women of Ardebil, accompanied by the molt powerful fatrapsof 
their feet, alfo retired front the city, on the 13th of Augull by day -break, to.A-ftlace ai 
a diftance from the city, where on the day on which the lefs Beiram is kept they arc 
■wont to facrifice the camel ; a ceremony of which I before have given you a description 
in a letter from Ilifpahan. You will here pleafe to remark, that every city has a place 
appointed for this ceremony, called in Arabic, Mujfal, which fignifies a place of prayer, 
Hither it was that the whole of the city repaired to pray for the King, and on accoum 
of the war. I likewife went to the place after dinner, and as I rode along had an oppor- 
tunity of feeing the whole of the city ; of which, previous to any thing elfe, I {hall rendei 
you an account. 

The country in which Ardebil is fituated being in the north of Perfia, and, moreover, 
like.the whole of Media full of mountains, the cold here is intenfe. The city is in a 
large plain, furroundecl by mountains. That moll immediately contiguous to it h 
extremely lofty, and one of the moll remarkable in Media. It is faid to be extremclj 
fertile, and well peopled, and is called Lepalan, or Sepalan, oftentimes pronouncec 
Sevalan ; the Perfians frequently confounding not only the B with the V, after the 
manner of the Spaniards, but the P alfo. Hence, when they write correflly Cafvin, ii 
is founded Cafbin ; and the fame Tebriz or Tabriz, we pronounce Tavris } anc 
Ardebil by many geographefs is given Ardebil. 

This mountain prefumptively is the Zagro mentioned by Ptolemy and Pliny, or rathei 
a branch of it laying north-eaft of the city. In the month of Augull even it wa; 
covered with fnow. • 

Ardebil is a city of middling fize, not being either fo large or fo fmall as many ii 
Perfia. Its ftreets are irregular, of no length in general ; crooked, dirty, and uneven. 
Its buildings indifferent. It is, however, well peopled, and abounds in merchandize of 
every defcription ; its trade being very confiderable on account of its favourable fitua- 
tiqn on the frontiers, and its contiguity to Armenia, Curdiftan, Georgia, Albania, and 
GWlan, -and its vicinity to a river which falls into the Cafpian Sea, by which great 
quantities of goods are tranfported to various countries. 

No wine is made in the territory dependant on Ardebil, as well from the coldnefs 
of the climate being unfavourable to the vine, as the- unwillingnefs of the defendants 
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of the Sheich, to whom it belongs, to commit fo great a fin as to encourage the growth 
of it on fuch iacred ground. On this account, wine is fo fcarce in the city, none being 
drunk but by a few in fecret , that we were many days without rafting a tingle drop . 

A number of rivulets, proceeding from a fmall river which falls from the mountains,; 
flow through ahnofl all the ftreets of Ardebil ; and in this particular the city much 
rdembies Venice. Thefe rivulets abound in fifb, much fuperior in qualify to any I ever 
tufted in Pcrfia, or even fince I left Egypt. Their trout in particular are excellent. 

In Tummer time thefe rivulets are eafily forded, but on account of their being much 
fwollen in winter, a number of brick bridges are built in different parts of the city ; and 
on* the margin of thefe ft reams on each fide rows of trees are planted, which half cover 
the ftreets with their verdure and fhade. 

The grand fquare, as they are generally formed, is longer than it is broad the build- 
ings which inclofc it are very paltry. Ardebil was fonnely the refidence of a Khan, 
and the capital of the province, Since the Shall, however, put ZulfcarKhan to death, 
the kill of the Schichabend who governed there, he has not fullered any one veiled 
with fo high a dignity to make it his relidcnce ; it is, therefore, governed at prefen t by 
officers of inferior rank, more immediately dependant on the King. The houfe 
formerly inhabited by Zulfcar Khan is now the Royal Palace, and the mofl extenfive 
dwelling in the place. Compared with the other buildings of the city it may pafs for 
' handfShic, » well as the fquare in front of it, its public gardens, thofe retired, and its 
other appendages. 

Except this palace, there is nothing remarkable in Ardebil but the mofque of Shah 
Sofi, in which he is interred, as well as the fucceffive Kings of his race, and their near 
relations, the anceftors of the reigning Prince. The firft and chief portal of this mofque 
is fituated in a very narrow ftreet, unwatered by either of the rivulets deferibed, at 
fome diftance from the great fquare. A number of iron chains from right to left, and 
from thefe reaching to the ground, crofs this gate and inclofc a certain fpace. Any 
criminal who flies hither and keeps within thefe chains, or even touches them, is free 
from purfuit of the law or even the King’s ordonnancc ; whence this fan&uary is reforted 
to by numbers, who live here in perfect fecurity. 

Within this fnft gate is a large court, round which is an infinity of (hops full of all 
kinds of wares and edibles, and as there are a number of ref ugees who dare not go out 
6f the mcfque, and as this place is reforted to by a number of pilgrims from all parts 
ofPerfia, the lhop-keepers have plemy of cuftom. After traverfing this large court, 
you advance to a fecond portal, crofted with chains in like manner as the former, over 
which fevcral apartments and balconies are built, part of which are deftinejJ for the 
refugees, and others for officers belonging to the mofque. Within the fecond gate is 
another court longer than wide, of no very pleafmg form, and which when I noticed 
it w#s being paved by order of the King. On the fide of this court a canal is conftrutl- 
ing for bathing in and other purpofes. # 

At the end of this fecond court, on the left towards another fmall gate, is a place 
oppofite to the kitchgn, where provilions are daily diftributed in charity to the poor. 
The food thus given is piliio, very nicely cooked ; and the number of poor who partake 
of it, and others who receive it out of motives of religion, is fo numerous as to keep 
thirty-five large boilers continually employed. At firlt, it was cullomaryto make thele 
diftnbutions only in the morning, but Shah Abbas founded a fund for giving the fafne in 
the evening as well. This inftitution will of itlelf be fufficient to immortalize the name 
of the King $ for, as ever will be the cafe where there are fimilar foundations, a number 
of worthlels people (among the Sofi and others) refort hither, choofing rather to fub- , 

, 13 lift 



PIETRO DELLE VALLE's TRAVELS IN PERSIA. 

* 

fill in lazinefs, and begging for means to clothe them, than fupport themfelves by 
labour; and thefe, occafionally difperfed over the whole? kingdom, will not fail to 
extol the benefattor who enables them to live the belt part of the year in a ftate of eafe 
and idleneis. 

Beyond this place where the pilao is diftributed there is at fir 11 a finall corridor with 
two gates, one, at the beginning, the other at the end. They are not very large, it is 
true, but entirely covered in a coarfe manner with plates of filver. Between thefe two 
gates of the corridor is the tnofque, ih which prayers are faid, and into which you enter 
by one of the fides of its length. This mofque is of a reafonably large fize, entirely 
open at the top, except at the two extremities, that is to fay, the entrance and its oppofite 
fide, at which are two tribunes with vaulted roofs. This manner of building mofques 
is in Peril a very common. Thucydides relates, that even among the Greeks it was ufual 
to confirm:! temples without roofs. 

After eroding this open mofque, you proceed direct to the gate of another, which is 
finall and roofed, under the dome of which, covered without with varnilhed tiles, and 
fhected, as reported by thofe who have feen it, within with filver, Shah Sofi is interred 
in a large railed tomb, covered with rich filk, in a place railed in by itfelf ; and a little 
beyond are buried the remainder of the predccefibrs and relatives of Shah Abbas, the 
defeendants of Sofi. The tombs of thelc are made in the fliape of large coffins, and 

are covered with filk and gold. 

I was unwilling to enter this mofque on account of certain adorations and gciiullW? 
tions requifite, which I deemed improper for a Chriftian ; Madame Maani, however, 
entered it one day with her veil down as cuftomary. She informed me, that the 
covered mofque is divided into three cells one beyond the other ; the two firft contain 
nothing but a vaft number of filver lamps fufpended, with a number of oftrich eggs, 
according to the cuftom of the Mahometans ; handfome carpets on the floors, on which 
were large chandeliers with wax candles of an extraordinary length, which, however, 
are never lighted, but are only for fliew ; and in thefe cells, the doors of which are 
covered with plates of filver, feveral mullahs arc confiantly praying, relieved occafion- 
ally. by othei s, from a fort of pulpit. 

After palling through thefe two cells you enter the third, which is the place of fcpul- 
ehre, beneath the dome. This likewile is full of lamps ; moreover, fufpended above 
the tomb of Shah Sofi, hang eight large filver pomegranates as ornaments, and in front 
of the inclofure of the tomb is a finall window through which a man cannot enter 
without {looping. Through this window none pafles but the King when he goes to 
fay hia*prayers and meditate on his pafl life. The finall windows, which are the moft 
valuable part of the mofque,* are in frames of folid gold enriched with precious {tones. 

Beyond this I faw nothing remarkable in Ardebil, except that the peafants of this 
part make ufe of neither horfes nor mules for carrying, but only bulls and cows, mofl 
of which are black with fpots *>f various colours, and the breed fmaller than ours ; 
what is fingular, they have no pack-faddles, but inltead pads of coarfe fackcloth quilted 
with cotton, which cover almofl the whole of their body. This kind of houfing is very 
convenient, fo much fo, that it is frequently ufed by them when they ride, efpecially 
>vhen they have long journies to make. 

•The King, defirous of .waiting till winter when the Turks would have confumed 
their provisions, enjoined Carchica Bey, the lieutenant-general who had lent to entreat 
him, from his pofition beyond Taurus, to be allowed to fall upon the Turks afletnblcd 
at three days’ journey diftant from his army, by no means to fight them ; adding, that 

if 
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if he did he fliould conficler him as his enemy, and wilh the bread and fait hetUe might 
be poifon to him. ' . 

In view of inconveniencing the army of the Turks, therefore, he ordered the people 
in its neighboourhood to quit their homes, and carry off all their effects, not leaving 
behind them any provifions vvhatfocver. By fimilar meafures he was fuccefsful in the 
famous victory lie obtained fome years before over Bakia Chicalla, and rendered 
abortive at various periods the grand projects of his enemies ; copying the plans of 
the ancient Modes, the Perfians and Parthians, ih their various wars with the Weftern 
nations. Thus we may fay, that names and feafons change, but cuftoms remain 
the fame. 

The elevation of Muftafa to empire, to the prejudice of the children of Ahmed, which 
might occafion difturbances in Turkey, as well as the apprehenfion of a war between 
the Porte and the Chriftians, induced Sultan Muftafa to wilh for peace with Perfia ; ho, 
therefore, alter loading with kindnefs Cafutn Bey, furnamed Bouroun Cafum, : ' or Cafutn 
with a nofe, fent him to the Serdar Halil Bacha, generaliflimo of the Turks, then in Afia, 
to treat of peace ; who, in confequence difpatched him for the purpofe to Ardebil, 
with an ambaflador of greater rank than that which had been before at Cafvin, who 
arrived in that city on the goth of Auguft ; Bouroun Cafutn reaching it on the 2 2d. 

On the 25th, however, the King, learning that the Turkilh army, reputedly three 
hum&p'kthoufand ftrong, was but four fliort days’ journies from Tebriz, on its way to 
' ‘Ardebil, repaired to the mofque of Shah Sofi, where, bathed in tears, he remained a 
long time melancholy and in earned prayer. 

On the 28th he received intelligence from Carchica Bey, that he had completely 
inundated the territory of Tebriz by emptying the bed of a river, fo that cavalry could not 
advance; and that the Turkilh army was hemmed in in fuch manner that not a man could 
return to inform his countrymen of their fate, lie informed him, likewife, that a dy- 
fentery prevailed among them, and that they were in the utmolt diltrefs for provifions. 

The King ordered Carchica Bey to fuffer the Turks to advance into the country, and 
for that purpofe to draw off part of his army, fo as that he might keep with the one 
where he was, and allow the other to 11 y before the enemy, in order by a circuitous route 
to get in their rear ; the latter being placed under the command of an excellent general 
called Imir Gunch, Khan of Erouan, who, after leaving in his capital a Itrong garrifon, 
had joined Carchica Bey with the refidue of his forces. By this means he propofed, 
when the Turks fliould be reduced to extremities by famine and the cold of winter, to 
attack their army in three directions at once, with the bodies under command of the 
King, Carchica, and Imir Gunch. . 

On the 30th of Augult I repaired as ufual to the palace, when I learnt from the 
mehimandar, that the King had ordered the evacuation of Tebriz, and that the people 
fliould repair with their property to places of fafety.* 

On the 31ft the King gave audience to the Turkilh ambaflador. He was received 
without any ceremony, or entertainment, as is ufual on fuch occafions, conferring with 
him in fecret, and not even defiring him to be feated. All that was overheard at the 
conference was, the* King informing the Turk, that he would grant peace to his 
mailer when he Ihould have taken Bagdad and Aleppo ; a rhodomontade after the 
French ftyle. , 

The condufl; of the King towards the ambaflador was a retaliation for the outrage 
committed by Alnned on the perfon of his representative Bouroun Cafum. The con- 
ditipns of peace propofed by the Turk, as fuch matters immediately tranlpire at the 
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court of Pferfia, were that the tribute of filk {hould be fent which was wont ; or, in lieu 
of the three hundred camel loads of that article, certain .fcaHet cloth for trappings for 
cavalry of inferior value. That the Shah fhould furrender the conquefts he had made ; 
that is to fay , Tebriz and its territory ; Shiumaki, with all Shirwzn ; certain places in 
Media ; Demir Capi, and Nakivan, with all the towns in Armenia. That he moreover 
fhould reftitutejlhe whole of the country taken from the Georgians, and fend one of his 
children as a hoftage to the Turks. 

This was the fubftance of what the* Serdar required on account of the Sultan ; for 
himfelf, as a condition for withdrawing his troops, he demanded a prefent of value fulK- 
cient to indemnify him for the trouble the war had occafioncd him. 

The King on this occafion had much need of nice management, notwitftanding the 
extravagant pretenfions of the Serdar ; the people, who languilhcd for peace, were 
aware, that if his cupidity were fatisfied, much more favourable conditions would be 
accepted y the fatraps, in particular, taxed the Shah with injullice and impiety towards 
God, in warring with Mahometans. Saru Kogia, one of the molt powerful Viziers, 
likewife, and the Corchi Baflia, the King’s fon-in-law, prelt the King fo much to lilten 
at leaf! in part to the propofals, that he felt it prudent to temporize. 

As to the filk, he hated he would willingly fend the cuftomary prefent, and engage 
to continue the fame (the Perfians, I underhand, are heed lei's of promifes, which they 
break as convenience fuits). As for rchitution of conquered provinces, |f gaukj. not 
be admitted. His own fon he would not fend, but in lieu he had no objection to fubhitute 
as his own fon that of Zulfcar Khan, a perfon I before have mentioned, who had been 
murdered by Carchica Bey, and whofe brother, at the folicitation of Kogia Khan, had 
been put to death by the Shah. This young Prince was a near relation of the King, 
and by propofing fending him as a hoftage, while he {hould gratify the malice of thefe 
two eminent perfons, he would get rid of one whom he had reafon to fufped might be 
inimical to him. And, laftly, as to the prefent ; in order to filence the Corchi Bey and 
Kogia Khan, whofe importunities were the ftrongeft, under pretence that he had no 
money to fatisfy the Serdar, he commanded them to provide him with a prefent, and 
that pf fome hundred thoufand crowns ; that, as they were defirous of peace, they 
might furnifh the enemy with a golden bridge to retire over. ^ 

This propofal was a thunder-clap for thefe two advocates of peace ; it was m vain 
for the wife of the Corchi Baflia, who was the King’s daughter, to tender certain filk 
cloths and rich brocades as a prefent to the Serdar, her father allured her he was 
entirely mercenary and wanted money, and her hufband or his partner being unable 
as well |s unwilling to raife the fum required in the? fpace of time allowed, their oppo- 
fition in confequence entirely*ceafed. Having, therefore, furmounted all obftacles in 
his council, he was left at liberty to follow his own inclinations, fecure of the fedulous 
co-operation of the Corchi Baflia* who had the chief of his pofleflions to protect about 
Ardebil. To footh the ambaffarior, however, and make amends for his lirft negled, 
he gave him a royal feaft, and prefented him with a number of horfes, and a purfe of 
a hundred tomans* about 500I. fterling. 

On the 3d of September, he granted him a private audience aftew. In this the am- 
baflador dropped from his firft claims, requiring limply the filk, and his . ion as 
hoftage ; or, if His Majefty fhould be unwilling to yield his fon, any oth§r perl'on of 
condition who might pafs for fuch. The King immediately conceiving the ufe they 
might make of fuch an inftrument of infurredion, played off one of his ufual manoeuvres, 
and ^drawing his fword : “ This is my fon,” faid he, “ if you- can, wreft him from 
me.”' The ambafiador obfervmg that many poor wretches mull perifh in the war ; 

and 
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and that it was lamentable, that fo much blood of Muffulmen (hould be fpflt. t( For 
that,” replied rhe King, “ it i^you muft be refponfible to God, who attack me while 
in quiet and offending no one ; nay, it has been your annual praftice thus to come 
•and infult me, even in my very palace, and that without the flighted provocation. 
You may advance,” continued he ; “ the mofque of Shah Soft is indeed the tomb of my 
anceflors, but their remains have been removed, which you will not have the pleafure 
of infuhing ; you may advance, but think not 1 will face you now. I lhall not hcfitate 
a irioinent to fire every quarter of this city. You lhall find no where any thing but a 
walled country ; and when you have entangled yourl'elf fufliciently, when 1 lhall fee the 
opportunity, I lhall make you feel the weight of my feymitar, and utterly exterminate 
the invaders.” Hereupon, pretending to be in a rage, he called for the calanter of the 
city, and exprefsly enjoined him, in prefence of the ambafl'ador, to caufe the town to be 
immediately evacuated by the inhabitants, who with their effefts fliould be directed to 
withdraw to a place of fafety ; and that if any were refractory to his orders, they fliould 
be cut in pieces. The calanter immediately iflued his orders ; the King, however, fecrelly 
directed that they were to have effect only in the neighbourhood of the ambaffador’s 
houfc, before which they (hould file fo as to be feen by him, making a circuit of a league, 
and returning in parties fecretly by another gate. This was, however, but a frivolous 
artifice, w hich, no doubt, would be feen into by the ambafl'ador. 

,«n« he again gave him a royal entertainment previous to his departure, 

which took place cither on that or the fuccccding day. And on the gd September, by 
couriers from Carchica Bey, the King learnt that, the Turks having advanced, he had 
demolifhed and quitted the fortrefs of Tebriz, of which they had taken pofleflion, after 
its having been abandoned by its inhabitants, who had carried off' every thing, and that 
all the neighbouring country had been previoufly defolated. 

The King, upon this intelligence, ordered Ardebil to be evacuated in effedt } which 
took place, and was a molt unfitting feene. 

On the next morning, Bahadu Khan appeared at court ; his government lays between 
Ardebil and the Cafpian Sca. He came before the King in the fame condition in which 
he arrived, booted, his bow in his hand and quiver at his waift. To this perfon, a 
defeeiidant from the Pagan Kings of Perfia of the dynafty of Cofrhoe, and governor 
of various fortrefles and ports on the Cafpian Sea, but of no cities, the care of protect- 
ing the emigrants was delegated by the Shah ; recommending to him to fee that they 
met with fuccour and friendly reception on their w'ay. At the fame time he iflued 
orders that fuch of the inhabitants as could bear arms fhould remain ; and that the 
various banditti on the frontiers, the commanders of whom are known to the King, 
under promife of pardon, fliould hover on the flanks of the Turkifh army, which is 
nev.er entrenched, and ferve as light troops to cut^F their fupplies, and pillage their 
camp in the night. m 

On the i oth of September a Tatar fpy arrived, bringing intelligence, that a divifion 
of the Turkilh army, confiding it was laid of forty thoufand, with fix days provifions, 
had been detached from Tebriz, under command of the Georgian Prince Teimuraz, 
expettedly to fall on a fudden on Ardebil. The King immediately gave direttions, 
that fuch inhabitants in the ci^ and neighbouring villages as had not yet left fliould 
quit them, and take the road to Mazanderan, or fome more diffant part of Media or 
Irak : that every thing at Cafvin fhould be in readinefs for the inhabitants quittirfg that 
place, if it fhould appear requifite, and in the mean time, that all the merchandize and 
property there belonging to His Majefty fhould be tranfported thence,as fafely as pofliblc 
to Ferhabad and Hifpahan : that eveiT one in Ardebil (hould hold himfelf in readinefs to, 

leave 
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leave the city on the following day for the ftrong fort where the King had placed his 
baggage to wait for the enemy ; and that preparatioiLihould be made»for fetting fire to 
every part of the city upon our evacuation, as well as the various towns and villages 
in its neighbourhood. 

On the i ith September, jufl: as we were about to mount our borfes, and fire the city, 
intelligence of the molt grateful defcription was received from Carchica Bey, giving 
account of a victory molt unexpectedly obtained over the Turks. This Corchi Balha, 
on the Turks entering Tebriz, had withdrawn to.Ugiun, one day’s journey from that 
city, on the diredl road to Calvin, leaving the way open as preconcerted (o Ardebil, 
mjder expectation that they would in courfe direct their march thither. The Turks, 
however, conceiving that this ftep was a mark of weaknefs ; and underftanding from 
the ambaffador who had been at Ardebil that no pillage would be obtained there ; and 
that the King himfelf, with the frnall army he had with him, was in the greateftconfter- 
nation, and had rel'olved on flying before them, determined on attacking Carchica Bey ; 
after routing whom, they might eafily purfue their plan of ruining Ardebil, without 
having any apprehenfion from him in their rear. As, however, they knew from the 
orders he had received, it would be difficult to induce the Corchi Bafha to hazard a 
pitched battle, they attempted to take him by furprize. With this intent, they {elected 
their beft troops, as well Turks as Tatars, to the amount of from forty to fifty thoufand, 
as we had before heard, which were detached lightly equipped, and calc tJaffSTP’few' 
patch, to fall upon Carchica Bey in the night-time or by dawn of day. In Bating 
Ardebil as their deftination, the fpy was deceived, as well as in their being commanded 
by Teimuraz Khan, who at that time was indifpofed and not with the army. Unfortu- 
nately for the Turks, while on their march, a Perfian in their army of the name of Ali 
Bey, influenced by that amor pairia fo natural to man, when mounted with the reft, 
clapped fpurs to his horfe, and favoured by darknefs and the fpeed of his animal, 
quickly reached the camp of Carchica Bey. 

This nobleman found the army completely off its guard, and, paffing the drowfy centi- 
nels, reached the very tent of Carchica Bey entirely unperceived. Here, after making 
a great noife, he fucceeded in gaining admittance to the general, to whom he fuccindlly 
related his danger. The general immediately iffued orders for the troops to faddle their 
horfes, and load tne baggage waggons, not to create diforder or a panic amid the fol- 
diers ; fo that before day-break, this prodigious body of cavalry was in readinefs to 
march in military array, and divided in four immenfe fquadrons at fome diftance from 
the baggage, and a row of tents which formed the market or bazar ; leaving from a 
thoufand to fifteen hundred horfe, who were diredted, in cafe of the enemy appearing, 
to engage their van, and dratfr them, as they retreated, among the baggage and the tents, 
which were left (landing. ^ 

So orderly was every thing rfflmaged, that none of the foldiers had any idea of their 
having to engage, but merely Imagined that they were about to decamp for fome other 
fpot, as was frequent with them. But Carchica Bey feeing a favourable opportunity- 
had fo contrived, that he was apparently reduced either to comply with the King’s in- 
jundtions and abandon in difgrace his camp and baggage, or attempt to deliver them 
from the enemy by an engagement. • 

.The enemy came up fliprtly after day break, and the Tatars made a furious charge 
on the troops of Shiraz Imaunculi Khan, by whom they were valiantly received, and 3 a 
defperate conflidt enfued. Carchica Bey, who was in the rear, upon this dated, that he 
could not in conformity to the King’s orders hazard an engagement, but fhould en« 
trench hnnfelf. Upon this Imaunculi Khan fent word that he was unavoidably drawn 

vol. ix. n * into 
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into battte, and that the Corchi Baflia muft think ferfoufly of fighting aid kmne*'atrff 
join him, as notwithstanding the bravery of his troops they muft otherwife be >ver- 
powered, enjoining him if he wl&ld not fight to draw up his forces, as their a >ear- 
jgpee might intimidate the enemy and encourage his men. In the mean tim he 
fifteen hundred men of the van who had done their duty, agreeable to the orders 
received, pretended to fly, and drew the enemy among the tents, tyhere they im- 
mediately began pillaging and maflacreing fuch as they found in the bazar, giving 
over the purfuit. At this inftant, Carchica Bey feeing things in the /late he wifhed 
them, and holding himfelf juftified with refpedft to his orders in the opinion as well of 
Imaunculi Khan as the reft of the nobles in the army who blamed him for his inertnefs, 
joined his forces to thofe of the Khan of Shiraz, and fell with the utmoft fury on the 
Tatars with his four fquadrons. The Tatars bravely fuftained the /hock, but finding 
•themfelves at length overpowered by the Perfians and not fupported by the Turks^who- 
came up but flowly, owing to fome impediment on the road, or their cowardice, which 
induced them rather to be fpe&ators of the battle than aftors in the field, were at length 
obliged to give way in diforder ; the Khan of Caffa, who had behaved himfelf bravely, 
and was wounded in feveral places, retiring at the entreaty of his people. 

The Perfians, upon the Tatars being put to the rout, followed up their advantage 
clofely for feveral miles, driving before them not only the Tatars but alfo the dilatory 
Tw’V-e'erit-c ^they met on the road, putting to the fword molt of thofe whom the want 
of fleetnt s of their horfes put within their reach, and making very few prifoners. 
Of thefe, the only ones of condition were the Ba/ha of Van, a grey-haired old 
man, a Captain of Tatars, and a Georgian of note in his own country, a Captain of 
Janiffaries *. Among the dead, the number of which is uncertain, were feven or eight 
Balhas, whofe names are mentioned. On the fide of the Perfians, no one is fpoken of 
as killed of any confequence ; fuch a victory, however, cannot have been purchifed 
without great lofs. In his account of the battle Carchica Bey excufed himfelf for his 
difobedience of His Majefty’s orders by the Angularity and urgency of the cafe, and 
ftated, that if His Majefty difapproved of his conduct, he was ready to lay his head at 
his feet. The Shah expreffed himfelf fatisfied with what he had done, and commended 
him for his Ikill. « 

This intelligence occafioned the revocation of the former orders. The whole day 
long nothing was heard but mufic and rejoicing, and an infinite number of people 
repaired to the mofque in order to return thanks for the victory. Ali Bey, who was 
nobly rewarded by the Corchi Ba/ha and his officers, had apartments afligned him in 
the houfe of Bahadur Khan. 

His Majefty pardoned the Tatars and his chief prifoners, but ordered' all the Turks 
to be put to death, as well as fome of their fpies wh^vere taken; their execution was 
barbarous, it confided in cutting off their feet or legs^uid leaving them in the (Afferent 
ftreets to bleed to death and be trampled on by paffengfers. 

On the 1 6 th September, Emir Gunch Erouan Khan came to confer with the Shah, 
and after a promile from the King that he would not conclude peace without hearing 
more from the army, he returned to join the Corchi Balha. 

The Turki/h ambaffador appAed again at court with new propofols. Thefe went, 
that the Turks were willing to make peace without reftitution of any conquefts, upon 

• This word is conftantly written thus ; it fhouid be Yeni cheri, as pronounced in Turkey, the messing 
* new foldier. The Germans not having in their language the (bund of eh, fubftitute an and pronounce 
it Yeniferior tari, fpdling it with a J, founded by them as Y wkh us. Retaining the German fpelling, the 
weed is confe^ueutly but improperly pronounced by us Jauiflary. 

8 condition 
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conditiononly of the annualprefeat being font, or in lieu of it 'a certain quantity of 
fear let doth, fame horfe trappings and other trifles, provided the army were allowed to 
return by the road of Maraga and Curdiflau, the country through which they came 
being exhaufted, and that the King would furniih them with a quantity of corn, ftravay 
and Ihoes for their horfes, with other articles of which they (food in need. 

The wary King, while he coafented to the tribute, refufedto allow them a paffage 
thr ough Curdfllan, and infilled on their return by the lame way they came ; upon their 
agreeing to which he would furniih them with the requilite provifions. With this 
anfwer the ambaflador returned, accompanied by Bouroun Cafum Bey for the conclu- 
sion of peace on thefe terms on the part of the Serdar. 

On the aoth September, the King being in better humour than on the preceding 
days, went without the city to divert himfelf with falcons and other birds, and on this 
occafipn, fantaftic as he was, he remained feated on the bare ground in the midft of 
the fields expofed to the rays of the fun without any covering above his head, but not 
forgetting the bottle, and in this pofture made his meal, without any cloth, of a roalt fowl 
which was brought to him, the court feated around him. In the afternoon, we were 
informed by the mehimandar that the Turks were advanced on the road from Tebrijt 
as far as a large town of the name of Serah, on the road to Ardebil, whither he ap- 
peared to advance, while Carchica Bey in purfuance of the Royal orders retired before 
them. We were in confequence, to provide again ft any treachery, dirc^edU*v£*«d. off 
our heavy baggage to the King’s camp, referving only a laden horfe called a feiz kane, 
that we might be ready to accompany the King at notice with greater difpatch. 

On Saturday 2 2d of September, the firlt day of Bairarn, or the greater Eafter 
ieftival of the Mahometans, the King repaired to the mofque, whither the ornaments 
of greateft value which had been removed had already been brought back, and where 
after prayers the King himfelf ferved out the pilao to the poor. 

On Sunday fome Armenian Chrillians, coming from Turkey, who had paffed through 
the Turkilh army, brought account that the Serdar had received new orders from court, 
by which he was commanded to repair immediately to the allillance of the Porte, about 
to be attacked in different quarters by the Chrillians; and that Erzerum, through which 
they* had paffed, was thronged by emigrants flying from Trebifond in confequence of 
the ravages committed by the Coffacks on the mores of the Black Sea. 

This news was verified on the return of Cafum Bey with the treaty of peace figned 
by the Serdar, who had fent with him not only the fame ambaflador who had been 
twice before with the King, but alfo Gebegi Balha, a perfon of great authority, 
colonel general of the gens d’armerie and artillery, who, with another of no left 
refpe&ability among the Turks, was deputed to ratify the treaty. 

Upon the retreat of the Turks, which took place immediately, the King dilbanded 
thofe of his troops which tame fiWn Mazanderan and the Turkmans, and on arrival of 
the laft ambaflador publilhed *is intention of leaving Ardebil for Cazvin ; fo that 
many among us, and I of the number, fet forward on the road, not being difpofed to 
fubjeft myfelf to the inconvenience naturally attendant on the march of the ordu or 
King’s camp. On the a 2d O&ober, therefore, I left Ardebil in the ev enin g, merely 
to begin the journey, and after travelling half a leag# halted at a village called Talk 
Kiofen, from the number of ftone-cutters by which it is inhabited. 

On the next day, after marching three leagues and a half, I Hopped at Tap buyuc, 
a village at which I had relied on coming. Tuefday I travelled five leagues, lodging 
the village of Ghivi, at the houfe of a very obliging and extremely agreeable lady. 

K a Beyond 
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Beyond Ghivi tbe road to Cafvin divides, I took therefore a different one to which 
I came, 'and after three leagues on W ednefday palled the night in a town called Horn • 
Thurfday we journeyed through a valley extremely well peopled throughout its whole 
extent, and arrived by night at a fmall city called Shial, five leagues frotn Horn. 
Khial is built on the Hope of a mountain, in the narroweft part of the vaWey, above a 
final! river which runs through it; it is, however, fo inconsiderable a place as haAUy to 
deferv^hc title of a city. 1 

We advanced but three leagues in this valley < 5 n Friday, owing to our litter being 
overturned ; fortunately, however, without any injury either to Madame Maani or the 
camel which bore it ; taking up our abode at a caravanferai. On Saturday we con- 
tinued our courfe over a difagreeable road, no longer full of mud as that of the 
preceding day, but abounding in acclivities, and after journeying almoft three leagues 
. came to a village beyond the mountains, near which, owing to our camels being ex* 
tremcly jaded, we rclted for the night by the fide of a running’ftream, where we faw a 
Slumber of paftoral Turkmans with their flocks, frightened hither by the din of war 
from their province of Ghilan. 

On Sunday we merely completed the remainder of the three leagues of the previous 
day, flopping at the firft village we came to, in the territory of Taron, called Derram. 
‘The fucceeding day, while yet here, the King with the whole of the ordu pafled us, the 
the army continuing its route, but his Majefly remaining below the vil- 
large under tents. On Tuefday the royal houfhold fet off rather late, we following 
it at a diftance, travelling for three leagues through a country abounding with cotton ; 
froni Derram to Cafvin the fields being covered with fcarcely any thing elfe. In the 
evening we pitched our tents on the margin of a fmall river, whofe courfe we had fol- 
lowed, keeping on its left fide the whole of this and part of the preceding day. We 
reached a village called Ibrahim Oba, or Abraham’s hut, on Wednesday 31ft of 
Odober, after having journeyed five leagues. 

As travelling along, accompanied by Tochta Bey, Imamculi Mirza, the King’s youngeft 
ion, wfao was greatly attached to me, inquired of my people with the baggage to whom 
the litter belonged, and learning it was mine, converfed for fome time with them feated on 
the ground, his led horfe with hisSeizchane having fallen ill. While thus difeourfing 
with two of my men who flopped to anfvvcr his queflions, he faw a little bitch pafs by 
on one of our camels, which, however defpicable it would have been with us, in Perfia 
ferved as a pet, and admired the animal extremely ; finding, however, that his praifing 
her would not induce the fervants to have the civility of offering it, lie even begged her 
of them ; and on her being prefented, not knowing how otherwise to l'ecure it till he 
fhould overtake his baggage, upon his led horfe coming* up he unfaflened his garters, 
and joining them together lie tied one extremity round the neck of thtfbitch, and holding 
the other in his hand, led her along. * ' 

On Thurfday, the firft of November, we arrived at a fpot where the bridge which 
formerly crofted the river being in ruins, we were obliged to ford it. It is the lame' we 
paffed in going to Ardebil, in the valley of Perdelile, and is called Kizil Uzen, or red 
colour, from its flowing oyer red fand which communicates its colour fometimes to the 
water. This river, to which Uveral fmall ftreams are tributary, much increafed in 
volume, empties itfelf into the Cafpian Sea. ^ t 

In the evening, on account of my not being difpofed myfelf to ford this river with my 
baggage horfes, and making a long tour to pafs it over a bridge, it was late before I 
reached my people at a village called Kielle, or head, about half A league, beyond the 
river, and four good leagues from our laft. place of refting. 

Friday 
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Friday, the sd of November, jtfter fou r l eagues of road, 'tfe arrived at a fmall village 
of optyfayr or fi*e Jiouies, called Kara Titian Corchi Ba/ha, or the black thorn of the 
Ba/ha of the Corchi, leaving before we came to it the’ river Shiahrud, which falls a 
little lower down into the Kizil Uzen, on the left ; having all the while clofe on our 
right the mountains of Ghilan, which branch from Mount Taurus. 

OifAaturday we travelled fix leagues through an extreme narrow valley very un* 
pleafantly, on account of the numerous and crooked defiles we had to pafs, and our being 
frequently obliged to ford a fmall ftream which winds on a bed of rock and ftoncs. Late 
at night we pitched our tents in the neighbourhood of foine peafams* huts, where we 
procured provifions and forage for our horfes. 

On Sunday, having cleared the defiles of the valley, we entered on a high and level 
country, and encamped below a village called Ramufhan, only three fhorr leagues from 
Calvin, where on Monday we arrived, but found the ftreets fo filthy in confequence of 
the heavy rains of the preceding night, that our horfes were up to their girths in mud* 
Notwith handing the confequent condition of the country, the King, unwilling to turn 
the inhabitants out of their houfes, encamped his army on the wet ground. 

On Saturday, the 1 7th of November, the King, after having previoufly given audience 
to the various ambafladors from Spain, Mogholifton, and Mufcovy, received their prefents 
and given them grand entertainments in the Meidan or fquare at Cafvin, on which 00 
cafion, it being by night, the lquare was illuminated with fuch a profufion of light as 
to make the night vie in fplendour with the day, he left Cafvin to pafs the 
habad, as is ulual, with him. The nobles at court hereupon difperfed each his way, 
excepting a few exprefsly appointed by the King to attend him. For my part, having 
caught a cold which brought on a lingering fever, not feeling any difpontion. to revifit 
Ferhabad, and requiring the comforts of'Hifpahan, I took leave of His Majefly to winter 
in the capital. 

Before his departure,, however, the King taking umbrage at the Mufcovite prefent, 
which among other things comprifed a large number of cafks of brandy, imagining that 
they tacitly thereby accufed him of. drunkennefs, feat back the chief to the ambafladors, 
telling them at the fame time that for his part he had not occafion for fo much, aid that 
as he* knew fhey were ufed to drink deep he was unwilling to deprive them of what he 
was aware was fo gratifying to themfelves. 

On Tuefday, the 20th of November,, I departed from Cafvin for Hifpahan by the 
direfl, road, which was different to that by which I travelled to Ferhabad, and as I.was 
too weak to undertake the journey on horfehack, I went in the litter.. 

We pitched our tents the firfl night about three leagues and a half from Cafvin, near 
a village in ruins on the road.. Wednefday, a little before dawn in the morning, as we 
were loading our horfes, i faw for the firfl time a comet, the largeft of the two which . 
have been vifiblc for two months *back. Its form was that of a feymifar. 

This day we travelled feven leagues, and arrived early in the evening at a /village 
called Ara Sengh, were we palled the night, and were joined by Father Melchior des 
Anges, prior of the Auguftin convent, who had paffed us in the morning on his way 
to Ferhabad, on bufmefs with the King refpe&ing encroachments on the pm of the 
governors, of the provinces bordering on Ormus, and who receiving a courier Ihortly 
after he paffed us, by which the King hadfent orderPto thefe governors to defift, and 
intimated his intention of examining the affair himfelf on his return to Hiljfehan, which 
would fhoptly take place ; the good Father trod back his fleps. His company and, that 
of his companions fo much railed my fjarits, and I found myfelf fo much better, .that I 
began to mount my horfe again... 

Gtts 
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On Thurfday we rode fix leagues, and refted at night at a caravatiferaiift mfcfft of a 
wild uninhabited country. . * 4 , 

We travelled eight leagues bn Friday, and arrived at night at a (mail cky called Sava. 
On Saturday, after fording the river called by the name of the city, we lodged at a 
caravanferai in a defart country called Geuher-abad, five leagues from the place atjvhich 
we laft refted. 0$ 

On Sunday night, five leagues beyond, we halted at a caravanferai in ftie city of Com, 
which the author of the Geographical Epitome (Ferrari) maintains was anciently called 
Choana, and is a city of Media. I am alfo of his opinion, and believe Media to extend 
farther, and even to coniprife Calhan, more towards the fouth, and extend to certain 
mountains which apparently are its boundaries, although the inhabitants of the country 
place them in Irak. 1 

Com is a city of middling fize, inferior in population and the number of its houfes to 
Calhan, but much fuperior in point of elegance and fituation. We entered the city by 
a handfome ftone bridge, which generally is fmall, but very wide when fwollen by the 
rains descending from the mountain. Near the bridge is a handfome mofque ; its 
ftreets and bazars are good ; its fquare large and very fpacious, although not of a regular 
or proportionate figure ; in lhort, the whole city appeared to me commodious and 
handfome. 

We rema ined in this city the whole of Monday to reft our hearts, and finding my- 
*feifirrticH better I indulged myfelf with melons and cucumbers, which here are excellent. 
On Tuefday we travelled four leagues only, and parted the night at a wretched cara- 
vanferai, dependant on a village called Sifin. On Wednefday night \ye reached Calhan 
feven leagues from Sifin. On the road I was much inconvenienced by the cold and 
violence of the wind, notwithftanding the fur dreffes I wore. Here we toe* up our 
abode at the King’s caravanferai, fituated in the fuburbs of the city. 

Sunday, Father Melchior being fummoned to Ferhabad by the ambaffador, we parted 
he towards that place and I for Hifpahan, travelling by night fix leagues, and flopping 
two hours before dawn at a caravanferai called Kogia Cafum Natanzi. ™ 6 

Mcmday night we journeyed eight leagues ; refting in the morning at a -caravapferai 
in the neighbourhood of the royal garden called Tegiabad. Thence, the next night, to 
the caravanferai Lala Bey, eight leagues ; and on Wednefday night, after the like dif- 
tance, came to a town called Berian, only one league from Hifpahan. Here I took 
,-repofe for a while, fending forward to advife of my arrival,, that the King’s officers 
might appoint me a refidence, that which I before had being occupied by the Spanilh 
ambaffador. ^ 

The houfe we were to dwell in being ready, I repaired to it on Saturday the 8th of 
December, When, taking to my bed, I was confined to the i6th, recovering my ftreneth 
afterwards by degrees, fo that with the new year of 1619 I found myfelf in good fpirit* 
and health. r ° r 

Ift this interval the Armenian Chriftians of Chiolfa repaired to Ferhabad to make 
certain prefects to the King ; he, as they had been given to underftand, being difpleafed 
at the length of time fince they had made their laft. One of thefe, on his return on the 
1 3th of February, informed me tlptt at prefent Ferhabad contains 40,000 houfes belonging 
*0 Armenians, 12,000 to Georgians, 7,000 to Jews and to Mahometans from the.pro- 
*mce8 of Shirwan, Ghilan and other countries, 25,000, ' and thefe exclufive of 'tnofe 
inhabited by the attendants of His Majefty and perfons belonging to the court. I 
«entk>» th» that you may form an idea of the brilUam beginning of this cky, founded 

lay 
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by fore®, Mid fome computation of its jrobaU^xtent fhouid it floorifc, which is 
problematic after the death of Shah Abbas. '*£. . * 

With the relation of two curious matters I ffi 9 r conclude my long letter. The one, 
that although I have but feven women fervants anti fome few men, we fpeak with cor- 
re&n^fs in our houfe ten different languages. I fay fo many are fpoken perfectly feparate 
fromtift^eral others with which we are partially acquainted. The languages fpoken are 
the Latin, Italian, French, Spanilh, modern Greek, the Turkifb, Arabic, Perfian, 
Georgian, and Armenian. I confefs; however, that I alone am mailer of the Latin, 
French, Italian, and Spanilh ; but feveral fpeak the fix others, and not one of my people 
is there but underftands at leaft three or four. I myfelf comprehend, in meafure, the 
whole, except the Georgian and Armenian, of either of which I have little knowledge. 
The other curious matter, which relates to furgery or natural hiftory, and what I cer- 
tainly ought not to omit mentioning, is the punifliment inflicted on fuch as commit rapes 
or fodomy, which is fimilar to that ufed in ancient times in Egypt, according to 
Diodorus Siculu6, and conlills in the amputation of the offending parts. Strange as this 
operation, the culprit never dies in confequence, but is cured fpeedily by the application 
of aflies alone. 

The Vizier of Mazanderan, who was my mehimandar at Ferhabad, underwent this 
chaftifement moll wrongfully, as he protefted to me. The King being informed that 
he had carried off a young boy from a certain part of which he was governgj^in./jr^ler^ 
to fet an example to his other minifters and governors, fentenced him to undergo the 
law, which took place and left him deprived of manhood. A young wife he had was 
l'o much chagrined on the occalion, that Ihe left his haram in fearch of another more 
ufeful companion, but one. of more mature years compenfated for her lofs by her urn-e- 
mitted fidelity and kindnefs to him. 

Soon, however, as the knife had done its office, it was difeovered that he had been 
falfely accufed ; in confequence of which the King was greatly hurt, and ordered the 
tendereft care to be had of him, that he Ihould have alhes applied, and be kept in a dark 
apartment for feveral days. At length he recovered his ftrength, but not what jhe had 
loft. This fame vizier, while I was at Efcref, fentenced to a fimilar punilhinent a young 
man who was one of his domeftics, and charged with having violated a fingle woman. 
What is remarkable, when this operation is effected on grown-up perfons,it does not 
caufe them, to lofe their beard. 


Hijpalmn , 2 2d April, 15195 

About to clofe my letter, it has occurred to me that 1 ought to inform you of a mat- 
ter I have omitted. The Perfians obferve no order infighting ; the different khans, 
fultans. or captains, appointed by the King or the generaliffimo, mixing their fuzileers with 
their bowmen and fuch as fight with lances indifcriminately. And fairly may we lay of 
the Perfian archers, that they retneat rather than run away ; for, fimilar to their ancef- 
tors, the Parthians, they turn their back to the enemy as they draw the bow to Ihoot 
with greater power, the fuzileers copying them, after havingfired their piece. 

In their march they keep no ranks, but each goes as he pleafes. Oniting in a body only 
when in fufpe&ed places, or in the neighbourhood of the enemy’s army. The baggage 
and ihe women are placed in the rear when nigh the foe on advancing, and on retreat 
precede the army. 

I have in my garden here among other articles fome yellow jeffamine, the leaves of 
which are larger and thicker than thofe of our common jeffamine, m other relpefts the 
plant is the fame. I am uncertain if this be or not a curious thing in Italy j if you lliould 

think 
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think it lb, I will forward you feme of the fc^d in a letter. Yellow rofes are alfo fre- 
quent in all the gardens of Hifpahan, Igpftilar m their leaves and fhape of the flower to 
common rofes, but differing in fragrance, the fmell of them being far from phbfant. 

LETTER VI. 

THIS letter being chiefly filled with a defcription of the triumphal entry of Shah 
Abbas the Great into Hifpahan, of the fplendid entertainments given by him tp the 
various ambaffadors at his court, and matters relating rather to hiftory than an account 
•of travels, is fuppreffed. 


LETTER VII. 

IN' this the author gives the propofals of Spain for a traffic in filk with Perfia, and a 
portrait of Madame Maani, two matters which, as uninterefting to the reader, are 
paffed over. 


LETTER VIII. 


Hifpahan , 4 tb April, 1620. 

IN the middle of November laft I changed my abode, a matter which is common 
with the King’s guefts, as fuits their convenience or occurrences ; the houfe in which 
I dwelt before not belonging to the King, but being rented by him, the owner wilhed 
to repoffefs it, and as two houfes in the neighbourhood of where I formerly lived had been 
vacated by the Spanilh ambaffador, I agreed with the mchimandar to remove to one of 
them, in which 1 am now. 

On the 21 ft of November I was witnefs to a circumftance here as extraordinary as it 
was inhuman. Certain differences arifing among the Jews of Hifpahan, they aceufcd 
each other before the King. In particular, three Rabbins were falfely charged with being 
addifted to magic and other fl? grant crimes, one of them being faid to poffefs a. letter 
which, on any one reading, either by virtue of poifon or witchcraft, caufed his death. 
Whether the inculpations were merited or not, judging by the event they fhould 
have had foundation, as the culprits were ordered for execution; the fentence of the 
King being, that they fhould be expofed to dogs, kept by *tnm purpofely for de- 
vouring criminals of this defcription and nation, held in contempt by the Mahome- 
tans, and treated as infidels. His Maiefty, however, propofed to them the ufual alterna- 
tive of becoming Muffulmen, after the furious animals were brought into the fquare. 
Except one, the reft were fo much intimidated that they readily accepted the koran ; Aba, 
for that was the name of the one conftant in his religion, braved death in preference to 
apoftacy, and was torn in pieces by the furious betffts, invoking to the laft, in his 
agonies, the name of God and the founder of his law. 

In order to difplay the difference which exifts between the violent and barbarous govern- 
ment of this country *and that more mild and civilized under which we live in Europe, 
Ifhall relate an incident which occurred at court towards the clofe of laft December^ 

Lala Bey *, the King’s treafurer, his firft minifter and intendant over all matters 
relative to mcrchandile, attending him one day at his lever, on account of having 

• The ftory of Ali Bey -of the Archbifhop of Cambray, in the fables compofed by him for the ufe af 
the Dauphin of Franco, >6 taken from the latter part of this relation. 

5 neglefled 
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negiffM to fi&ward certain affairs wtligfehfelr he-^ytournflfedi and having fj|iled in 
attebSc^^ilw 4 l^«®y , »' ord<»rs,i the King was 'Ft>, highly eiiraged as to ftrikeji^vwith 
a his hand, andrnb^comemo'ndtn. this, dtected the portet^'t© 

beat him, which they did fo unmercifully as to leave him for dead. Abbas, not willing, 
hn wftpf r, tdiofe am an who wasfo nfcceffary to hitp, caufed him to “be taken up and car- 
riecfSfoe, wither he fent hi»qwn phyficians, with attendants, ordered to keep watch 
over him conftantly, that he might hot, in defpanV commit any violence on himfelfi 
Shortly after dp his being cured of his bruifes, he was taken into perfed favour with 
the King, aiid fikVed him afterwards conftantly with fidelity, forgiving and forgetting 
the difgrace to which he had been expofed. This man is of mean origin,, a Curd by 
birth, and was fo poor when taken into the fervice of the Shah, that the thread-bare 
drefs he wore formed all his fortune. This, however, he preferves with the utmoft 
care, that it may conftantly remind him of his priftine ftate. At prefent he is extremely 
rich and powerful, and when told by the courtiers around him, that the King mky fome 
day call him to account, his anfwer is, “ he knows nothing of accounts, and has none 
to render to the King ; that all that he poffeffes has been derived from the employments 
with which His Majefty has honoured him, and all confequently belongs to his mafter. 
The Shah,” adds he, “ may take the whole when he will, and leave me again to refume 
the humble habit I ftill keep by me, and which I formerly wore.” Thus does he turn 
the fneers of the courders into ridicule, while the King has implicit confidence inftjim, 
which he is reputed honeftly to deferve. 

The Mahometans in Perlia celebrated, on the 15th of February, a feftival, called 
Isfend, from the name of a plant which makes its appearance the firft of any, and is 
confidered the harbinger of fpring. This feftival is not appointed by the lunar but the 
folar year, on the day when the fun enters the twenty-fifth degree of Aquarius. 

And now, as for what regards me individually, I have again changed my place of 
abode, being diflatisfied with the houfe in which I pafled the Ipring, on account of its 
being gloomy and dull ; and rather than be fubjeft to change continually, to which the 
guefts of His Majefty are liable, I have hired one, with which I am greatly pleafe#, for as 
long a time as I choofe to keep it. This houfe is handfome, cheerful, well planned in 
point of convenience, and has attached to it a beautiful garden, through which flows 
a running ftream which fupplies a refervoir in the audience chamber. The garden has 
a raifed efplanade of a bow Ihot in length, built very neatly of brick, where I walk to 
ftudy, as I prefer the* open air to the houfe. The houfe, moreover, has an interior 
apartment in the fhape of a crofs, formed by four handfome rooms, furmounted by a 
Wgh and noble dome, by which the light is admitted, ferthat the rays of the fun penetrate 
but obliquely, and do not reach below. The Paromifades, which I take to be the 
people of the prefent Zabeliftaun at the extremity of this empire, according to Diodorus, 
Were accuftomed to build their houfes in this manner; that is to with arched 
do Ales, with only one hole in the middle of the dome as a paffage forthe fmoke and 
entrance for the light. The Perfians of the prefent day build moft of their houfes in 
thi9 manner. On the roofs are terraces, affording profpefts of the country without 
expofur-e tb any one.' In Ihort, I «m delighted with my new ncqoifidon. The garden 
is hill of frees, feme planted for the fake of their foliage, others for their fruit t 0f lbwfers 
fcn&fciafflS topleafe the fehfes and ferve as well for food. ; : ? 

-my letter, falutingyou cordially and all our mutual h ietids . 
.^g^^lindpnCpmty. 

•' o LETTERS. 



9$ a»«*. FAM-t’s m *wm» 

‘ .LETTERS IX. X; XL a^o XIL 

’ THESE Tett&a limply Comprise a hiftdry of th6 politics and erefttsbf fll&ipejy'cbL 
leGed in various records, or m’attert mei'ely perfonal to tMaiifh&r. 

LETTER XIN. 

THIS is replete wholly with a panegyric on Shah Abbas the Great . 

LETTER XIV. 

From lh r pahan t 24th Sfpt. 1621. 

I MAY fay with St. Jerome, that my wifhes are completed fince I have received your 
letter of the 27th of Nov. 1620, which to me has been a 1110ft refrv filing beverage after 
'two years of thirft. As for the drugs and medicaments of which jour f iend complains that 
I am filent, it aftoniflies me, as I have repeatedly written to him that no one here knows 
any thing of Atnomum, not even in Media where it is reputed to grow. As for Ilama- 
raa, the druggifts are ignorant of the plant, and fell nothing that bears fimilitude to it 
in name but a certain feed of which I fent you a fpccimen from Bagdad, in 1616, together 
with thofe of other drugs, without ever receiving any mention of them from you in 
return. I have likewife lent to our friend Horace a fmall bag of the flowers of the 'bid- 
mnfle or^hft. mufk-tree > as common in Perfia as it is rare in Europe, the appellation of 
which is given on account of its fragrant, mufk-like flavour. I fend him the ripe flowers 
on account of the grain being fo very light and delicate as to be difficult of prefervation 
when feparated from its envelope. I kifs your hands. 

LETTER XV. 

Shiraz, 2 \Jl Oflobcr 1621. 

AFTER repofing a while from the fatigue incident on the j vurney to this place, 
where we obtained a reception from the Englifh in their factory, I cannot refrain from 
prefenting my refpe&s, and imparting to you the curiofitios which we noticed on our 
way hither from Hifpahan. I fball, therefore, premife whit I have to fay with inform- 
ing you, that, having fome time before taken my leave of Ilis Majefty, I could not pre- 
fume to appear in any public place while he was prefont, and h’-id nn Vmfiruff$ 

there than to prepare for my travels. 

On Friday, therefore, the lft of October, our baggage and cattle TwiBff^fone before, 
and awaiting us on the high-road to Shiraz, fhaded by trees without the gates of the City, 
We proceeded to join them, afwr taking leave of our friends ; and that night travelled 
four leagues, flopping at a town or caftle called Huflcinabad, where we met with indifferent 
f^re. When the places at which we fhould flop might not be comfortable, we prppofed 
fleeping under our tents in the open country. We had likewife provided neceffary dreffes 
for our horfeSf after the fafhion of thofe ufed in the King’s camp ; which, as I do not 
recajle& ever to have mentioned, I (hall take this occafion of describing. 

The horfes are conftantly kept expofed to the open air, as well by night as bydtfy, 
proyided, however, againft the weather, and particularly in winter, dot only by a doth 
a$ with’ us, but alfo t?y an over-cloth, which is thick and made <jf hair; called a ftiawl, 
which keeps them warm, and preferves them from the air, rain, and eveij fnoyv, (hputd 
^chance to fall. They fet apart afpaceof tolerable large ,fiae proportionate ffye 

K fafer of horfes, whicn they broom and clean very, neatly, Iathisyhey^re tied o*w.hy 
jde.pf the other, in the fame manner as we are wont in our rabies, tQ^{tope$ 4 fi$h 
fattened tig|f to two flakes of iron at each end, driven Jorae depth fpqp 
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,# 

toffiltettt length tbtifowjthem 
' pisevent thelfr eO0ml^ag 
f which divides iaf&f* 


„ .,. .„ h iiook',at 'each end 'for the l^feracta of the feet, of fufficient length, to 

MfW«r laying down and ftandmg at eafiv This method they always follow in 

fhempaMes at Jrome atfo ;' and is of liich ancient jira&ice as to have exifted in the time 
W GTyrus, according to Xendpfton. Inftead of, making a bed of ftraw for therti, they 
fiflffend ot* duft. They are not faffered to feed from the ground, the cuftom of keep, 
jng their neck continually bent making them heavy-headed, but they put their feed ih 
a large bstg.^hich is fattened to the neck of each horfe, as is done by our carmen and 
coachmen at Rome. The food they give them ih this bag confifts of com, bran, and 
chopped draw ; the corn is barley as no oats grow in Perfu : in May they feed them 
on grafr and green barley. '1 hey are remarkable in this country for a ufage uncommon 
with us, but which it might be well to follow. The lirft queftion afked on buying a 
horfe ol any one is, the quantity of food ii has been accuftomed to*; and the feat an 
they give is, that if they were to exceed the proper quantity, which is in proportion to 
its fi52 n and condition, it would create humours, fwollen kgs, and render tile animal 
unfervicea! 1 * When worked, they augment the portion given at other times. The 
Peffiurts dill r from us likewife in this particular : they ufe the fame kind of bit for all 
their horfr alike ; it is a kind of bafLrd fnafHe, and the only difference between one 
anothoi is in its fi/<\ which is fuitod to the mouth of the horfe. They make ufe of no 
curb, b it u'th the Ample l ulll j break in and manage their animals with the gre&teft: 
dexterity, even in full gallop on the molt flipperv ground, and defending the ueepefl 
precipices without far of their humbling ; taking no pains a 0 we da to make them hold 
their head ereft with tholr ruck arched like the rainbow. 

r lhe natural fwifenefs of the horfes of this country, and their fmall doe-like head, 
ftand in lieu of all the leffons of the riding-fchool. To make them go, neither fwrtch 
nor fpur is neceflary ; inftead of thefe every horfeman is provided with a whip, much 
fmaller than thofe ufed by poftillions with us, and made of twifted cord of parchment 
with. a filk lafh at the end ; with which upon their touching them behind, they dart 
forward with as much celerity as if you drew blood with a fpiu : feme perfons, indeed, 
fix a fmall fharp piece of iron in the heel of the boot, but all are perfectly free from the 
incumbrances with which our feet are loaded to fallen on the fpur. The faddles are 
of the Turkifh or Arabian fafliion, of wood covered with leather or velvet Without iny 
fluffing, and are confequently very hard and unpleafant. Thefe faddles are, however, 
ui'ed only by a certain few, conrfifting of old people and perfon attached to ancient 
modes. The cavalry ufe the faddles common to the Uib.ck Tatars^ a* "being 
more commodious. Thefe are covered with a good pad, and made ‘in a 'fanciful 
manner, very high In front and behind, fo that the rider may turn with gfeaf fwjfljfofe 
without any danger of being unfaddled. They have, moreover, the advantage of befog 
tpiich lighter, neater, and not near fo awkward as ours. Perfia abounds fo plahrttc * 
ia jhoffeS| ; 'thfet the beflr I had, and which I ufed as a waf horfe, c6ft no morethani* 
feqtups (isl.'fterling-), faddle and bridle included : another, Igarfe feven feqa&ij 
■ k Hlfpahan, and it ferved me in the regiment for more thahV^™ 

i'p&mt of ft to* my brother-in-laW, who took it wijh .l * ’'‘ u 
“**- hwsfes coft little, they ate fo excellent that lam*' 
e of Naples or, Rome. Thebe'" are fox 
"Ufower ratC-hotffes, as they 'are hot fi r _,._ _ _ 

1 “ " confining themfe}vea*‘to-'the 
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ntigae* and -fit for the ftddltf ■ ■ 
of wlifefc»**et£ wide 
condmially ttw fame pace for feveri or eight leagues at ;»■ ftretcfr, 5 ■vritsb^td^g»i% l-hf 
ridep m’ thOflighteft degree. A trained horfe of 

-^pBfiKu^iiy evening, 2 d Oftober, after refting below the village off^uffeiaabad, tSe 
mQon being up, we continued our. journey, bending our courfe dire&^ fouth, .■■:atta.:jp#S'! 
^iiniday by d»y-break, after travelling five or fix leagues in. i the';n%ik : ,''i^'ft'd|t;^ia' 
earavanferai near a village called Mehiar. Two hours after funfet we let off, accom- 
panied by GhuiamaK, a Mahometan courier in the fervice of the Portngues5e r vrho over* 
took us ofi the road, going exprefs from our monks to Ormus, and was dire&ed fo lerve 
meas a guide; and after five or fix leagues, the fun being rifen to forae height, We 
halted at the earavanferai of a large town called Comlhb, till three hours after night- 
fall, when we departed. On Tuefday, journeying eight leagues by moon-light, we relied 
in a garden in 'the midft of a town with a caftle called Amenabad. Soon as the moon 
rofer, on the following night we mounted our horfes anew, travelling this day no' more 
than four lpagnes on account of there being no place where we could halt, except at a 
great diftance from the village at which we Hopped, called Izdkaft, (or God’s will.) 
This village or town is fituated in the opening of a fmall mountain, in a low and con* 
fined fituation, inclofed by rocks on the weft and north, and expofed to the eaft and 
foOth winds. We refumed our progrefs at the clofe of day, and after eight leagues' 
demounted at the village of Dehighirdu, or the village of walnut-trees ; fo named front 
the abundance of them about the place. Here, under the lhade of four large trees in 
the ntidli of the court of the earavanferai, we fpent the day. After flipping* we went 
no morb than two leagues to the town of Kulkizer, at which we arrived oft Friday 
morning, a little before dawn. Here we faw a number of houfes inhabited by Georgians: 

. and Gircaffians, fent hither by the reigning fovereign, in addition to thofe belonging to 
tlfo taattiyes of the province. At a league beyond this town we crofted a handfome 
bridge over a fmall river, which bears the name of the laft town . The Perfiansand 
Tuirks call certain open buildings ereifted in a garden or on an ertiinentfltuation, Kouft, 
orKiofck, firdm one of which this town takes its name, Kulkizer, fignifyihg th8*goklen 
Kiolk. Our place of reft on Saturday morning was at the village of Afbas$»at the. foot' 
bf a tnountaiari near a rivulet which falls from its fides. On this mountain is a large 
gartjen furrounded by walls and planted thick with poplars. Near the fame village-is-a - 
caftte built on an eminence furrounded by two inclofures of walls, the one at the funs* 
mit, the other at the foot of the hill. Thefe walls, fimple curtains joined to outworks 
by lines of- communication of no great ftrength, and tnoftly in ruins. The ditcbes airel 
, «»<* their banks covered with large willows, which form a handfome 

the caftle, and ferve to give lhade to the plain, in which are a number of 
Cimimnabd -Georgian -dwellings, as well here as in all the nejghbouringvfoTivns. f'- i “'>.vi 
Wf^fo thd village -of Albas three hours after night had aftetmed its 
trav%^oMi^ur leagues reached a earavanferai, not yet wholly cbmp'lefo , (|i^i : 3rtbyt®t:'; 
•called ligiia^^-efrevbnue of which is fot apart for tm''inaiiit«aj»^i» 
^j jfecfefttTr&ice^ of ;fheBfood Royal, catted Seid Ahm&d^ who di 1 
^ - *-■• p} ace> !^j}g Princd was a fon of Shah Sofiij he foundcia pet 

: for travellers, ' Who arereceived and maintained 'hetTe| ? 

re forved whir an exedleni 'foup, arndfafowl ci^^ 

1 at TJglan is called by the inhabitants Ardebil ithe 

i-’a ift%nce froni the garden 
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^It anH jdarigerflius. By fayou^ of the moon we trjaverfed tjie remainder 

we W61W frequently obliged to, difmountv 
ir& opptjfijtefooti in a fpot venerable among. thel^qmeiajs 
^"'^niniire of their Imauns, called, ImaunzadS Ifmai) ; afteriwhicn we 
entered •^ 4 lliirit^,^tfd^;thi’ee of four leagues m length, inclofed by mountain, , and 
ha^gcofn^rfl^ft.altog^the!* fbcor feven leagues, arrived in the afternoon at a> large 
town i called’ Mayra, inhabited by CircafBans and natives of the county. Hererhof'- 
everjfindihg only aftnall ruinated car&vanferaifull of people, wewereobliged.tppMs 
, on andieneanMj in a plain near a large garden. On our road over the mountain and 
tbifoigh fhe plains I remarked a number of piftachio-trees, which I ::had;n^ajfe|d ;i ftsr u 
turpentine-trees. They are called by the Arabs batom ; by the Turkschiaclacuchii ,l’ ; 
diftinguifhed Hkewife other plants, which from their roots /end up a number of gjr§ej^»i 
long and feparate Ihoots, ftronger and more ftiff than the rufhes of which we . i^a$jg/. 
mats, and which produce a kind of bitter almond. The almonds, however, 1 didnot.^ 
fee, as it was not "their fruiting feafon. The following nigh t werofe with the moon, aJ 
little before day; and continued our journey by a conftant and almoft imperceptible 
afcent for three leagues, attaining at length the fummit of a plain by half anhpur after 
noon, and reaching the banks of a river which flows from north to fouth, ewer w|^b is 
a bridge 6f brick, which, notwithftanding it be old, and the parapets at its tides in 4, 

1 ftate or decay, k yet call Puli New, or New Bridge. This river is called Kur, retaking ! 
to our days thus the name of Cyrus, which is Kur with a Latin termination. , On.tbe 
banks of this river was it, according tb Strabo, that Cyrus; when an infant, was expofed, 
and received " his name fromthe place where he was left, rather than that wheye he 
was bofrn, which was at Agradat. After pafling the Kur, (which there is no. doubt , 
is the fame as the Araxis mentioned by Diodorus and Quintus Curtius, fince inflows 
nea#'PefFepolfe,vthat thgre is none other deferving of the. name -of;, river, 

Araxis, in the ancient language of the country figmfied the river j 
by way of eminence,) we refted at ahoufe by itfelf, inhabited by a faipily ■ 
paffengefo. Before we crofled the bridge we perceived on the eaftern bank/oppoflite 
to lati^ge ~t ocfcsvbtt the fummit of ; which formerly were two caftles hnilt of 
ftone lte’kn from: their h^fes, the aeafeft c>f which to the bridge was called 

Calaat Shekiikt& (the ruined caflle). The banks of 
; trees i^fembting our juniper, a fort of cedar of L^>anon,i ^i|y 

ghiz, the wood of which is very bandfopie j as, bpvreye y, 
Wiifize in, this country, . & is jaot adapted tor any Jan* cabinetwork. 




Ji*or e* - ;!$le rem^der^t |he day V^' .pafledL 
tbeftfljowiiig d%ht in t&fe hodfe/'Tbe next -dufifc 
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large and ftourifljrog city it formerly contained, iwefrrived^i ut6<'pAlt*fp 
' two ofc^Ot^k in the afternoon, where we .pitched our-tents on the margin of »>#|t$igb 
reftdyiw to take a tpinute furvey of the curiofities it offered. ' . t . / » , v ’ 

>, IJerfepblis, a city celebrated m facred and profane hiftory* Was lik#wife caHed.ipjF- 
jtiais, as we are told in Scripture, in the fixth chapter of the firft book of the Masha- 
bees, and the ninth chapter, book fecond, where it is deferibed under both names. 
Some, indeed, contend that Shiraz, the capital of Perfia Proper, or Farfifbmv is the 
fame with Perfepolis, but certainly fuch are in error, Shiraz not being a city of ancient 
foundation, and, moreover, being ten parafangs or leagues diftant from thefe ruins, ip 
% Touth weftem direftion, which indifputably was the fite of that ancient city. , Their 
pofition is in a beautiful and wide-extending plain c f a round figure, encircled almoft op 
every fide by fmall hills in form of an amphitheatre, the diameter of which pay be 
about four leagues. At the extremity of this plain, which wc eroded from the eaft, 
the ruins are difcernible, at the foot of the mountain oh which according to Diodorus 
tbe Royal Palace of Cyrus was built, with this exception, that Diodorus ftates it to have 
’ bepn buih at four plethres (four hundred feet <u cording 10 fume) from the mountain, 
whereas the ruins are immediately contiguous to its bafi?r\ The term Minar applied to 
thefe ruins by the Perfians is from the rtfemblance of the coTtfmns to certain towers of 
that name, whence in Mahometan cities the hour is called to fn mm on the people to 
prayers; the term chehil meaning forty, which was, no doubt, 1 , the number of the 
Columns (landing at the time the appellation was originally given. V Thefe ruins front 
the plain towards the weft, and have at the back of them the mountain towards the 
<*aft. From the remains it is impoffible to comprehend what was the tform or extent of 
the building, as well on account of its ruinated date as the deftitution Sap the part of 
the inhabitants of the neighbourhood of any hiftory which might throw flight in pad 
times. It might have been either a temple or a palace; bur I am ratherSinduced to 
conjc&ure it to have been a temple. 1 fhall, however, give as good a defer iplp°H of it 
as I can, and aftign the reafons for my opinion. 

At tho foot of the mountain, called by the inhabitants of the country Cuh i rklhmet, 
or the Mountain of Mercy, and by the ancients, according to Diodorus, the ifmyal 
Mountain, turning your back on the* plain and the weft, and fronting the mountain dipd 
tbe eaft, you lee before you two large maible ftaircafe®, one of which fronts the ibwth, 
the oppofitc one the north, both exadly fimilar. Thefe ftaircafes are thirty feet wide, and 
deep after the manner of the Peifians ; the wall for the^ fupport of them terminating 
in a point, and rifing a foot above each flair. Each flair *s a foot and a half broad, and 
three of. four ■fingers’ breadth in height ; feventeen of them alone are Angle blocks. 
Each ftaircafe has two flights, the one higher and broader than the other ; the fccond 
flight of that which fronts the lbuth facing the north, arid that of its oppofite thq reveffe ; 
and thefe two upper flights are uncovered and feparated from each other by § wall of 
large dopes, which fupperts both the one and the other. In one of the firft flights 1 
there might be about' fifty-three- flops ; I fay about, for being broken ft was impofublei 
bb cOunt them exbfifly. A t the fummit of this flight is a large landing-place, fquare and 5 
nfjwpqrtioned infize to the ftaircafe ; this, with the walls and the whole of the edififte, is 
blocks, hard 'and well polifhed, and calculated, as Diodorus. 'obferves* td £d$- 
' It appeared to me, however, to be rather built of . ftaihed 4 marb|<fr thfut. 1 
^though that of the flairs approached vqrj'.'hearly jto black. In fthefecond s 
about forty-eight flairs, and at tbtUdft I came- to 1 a kind of lar$» , 
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S ift «h* misfit of which I perceived ibgruins, ftf ; n jrailding. I «u unable to 
tf^f^hSther'dr not this was a gfand arid fhperb crtmdore, with a &r 
fearing -to fbtntt other apartment of this edifice, as mere was no vrfUgectfnmy 
#t<ih &m&Jniflg> The firi% obje&swhich prefented themfelveswdre two monfWra with the* 
body of a horn, and the head of a roant The body was, as it were, barbed over with 
rhaijj'lifce the flat hea^s of large nails, reprefenting the armour of iron plates related by 
Quintus Curtius to have been worn by the hotfcs in the army of Darius, '(he head, 
from which depended a large beard and long hair, was covered with a handfrfne round 
cap with a flat top to it, furmounted by a large round ball. Tbefe animals had wings 
resembling thofe given to griffins, and their faces were turned towards the top of the 
{lairs. On their fhouldns they Upheld a large ftone wall, as thick as the breadth of 
their bad? allowed, fo that thefe monfters were merely the fupporters of two walls, on 
the top of which whether there were any other figures or pieces of architecture I Could 
not diftingirfh. The fi/eof thefe monflirs was proportionate to their bafe, which was 
twenty-eight of my feet, and the difl nice from each other lefs than the length of that hafe. 
Behind thefe were four ftraight columns oppofite to each other, of fimilar proportions 
and at equal diftance, two by two, the fame as the monfters ; two of which remain (land- 
ing, and two proftrafe on the giound. Beyond thefe columns are two other monflers 
fimilarly difpofed to the former, but with a varying afpcfl, their looks being directed to 
the mountain and their backs towards the columns, onclofrd as it were by the four 
monfters; whence one nia) readily conjecture, that this was thefiteof the buildihg 
fupported by thefe four monfters, two at each extremity, and the four columns in the 
middle. Neverthelefs there is no mark of there having ever been any ftory above, 
or even any covering. The fquare or expanfe in midft of which thefe monfters are 
placed is very extuifive, and terminates with the mountain, fo that as it could fpread no 
farther towards the eaft, the remainder of the building ftretches towards the fouth in 
manner following : From the middle of this large place going to the fouth, I difeovered- . 
op the left a large fquare tefervoir of marble even with the floor, which poflibly ferved 
to hold water to wafh with, each fide of it was about twenty-four feet long, two paints 
in thicknefs, and fevon feet in depth. Farther on, I came to another double ftaircafe, 
likewife of mm ble, by which you afeendod from eaft to weft, and from weft to eaft, each 
f than of thirty -one fteps, not quite fo large but little fmaller than the firft. This 
ouble ftaircafe is in the middle of the fiont of an interior apartment of greater extent 
tan the ftaircafe, fo that there is a confideiable vacancy beyond at the foot of the flairs 
long the wall, which ierves for their fupport. In this fpace, which by a*divifion ia 
'parated into two rows, one above the other, on both Tides are feveral figures ip pyoy, 
fffion, all of them having their faas directed towards the flairs, as if about, to a (bend 
jjd enter the houfe. Before the double ftaircafe, in a large /pace, which.feems a frontif- 
ce worked between the two ftaircales, were other figures in relief, of much greater 
5, COttfufedly grouped togethef without divifion. Time, which fpares nothing, had 
"<d With the ground, and prevented all refearch into whit they could have been. * 
i alf<3 at lofs to comprehend, what was reprefented by the proceffion of the 

conceived them meant to pourtray the pomp of a Sacrifice, (particularly 
»&tKi&fuperb edifice,, as I conjecture, have been a temple 1 ,) the fuite of 4'tril “* 
L *** i ‘•defirous of (hewing himfelf with magnificence, as Xenophon 
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'' to pieces another great aifimal, which on one fide is a unigoro, 

; pn^s’Sdjill^ a 'wild goat, »if my memory ferve me truly. Near the lioiit is^a loi$g 
' ihreaptfenii ivyhich fills the whole fpace of the wall from the greateft height of thefe 
Jifigufes to the bottom ; as, however, the characters are utterly unknown, no one has 
been &ble to .tell the language in which they were written, All that I can fay, is, that 
tfaey are of prodigious tize, not joined together to form a word, butdeparate like the 
Hebrew characters, and farther apart, which m^kes me conceive that each character is 
a difiinCt word. I have copied from among them, five of thole which mod fre- 
quently occur in the belt manner 1 was able. As, however, the lines were completely 
filled, I was unable to afeertain whether they were written from right to left after the 
. eaftern manner, or the contrary as wc are went. The five characters which I copied 
are thus formed. 

’ The fecond is compofed of four figures of fimilar {hape, wedge formed or pyramidal, 
three of them perpendicular with the point downwards, and the fourth beneath them 
horizontal: I am induced to believe they were read from left to right, alter our manner 
from the bafe being at the left, the point towards the l ight, and ihe point always being 
. downwards ; the lame appears in the fourth character, compofed of a fingle pyramidal 
figure Hoping from left to right, and likewiie in the finall wedge-like figure in the 
middle of the third character. If it be objected that the pyramidal figure may begin 
from the point and not the bafe, in anl’wcr it may be alTumoJ, that if fo, the point lhouid 
begin at the top, and not the bafe as is the cafe in every in fiance ; fmee in all characters 
their beginning, the head, is univerfally from the upper and not the lower part. Thele, 
however, are merely conjectures of mine, which polfibly may be wrong. I have further 
remarked, that all thefe characters are compofed of the fame wedge-like figures, and 
angular ones of a much fmaller fize, and that the number and pofition of thefe alone 
confiitute thediverfity of the letters. After this inl'cription the perverfion of the fmall 
figures in relievo fucceeds, fome of which reprefent men of low condition, being meanly 
Clad with long pantaloons like thole worn on the ftage, and their fmall caflock fitting 
clofe to the waift, where it is fattened by a band, and hanging in folds and increafing 
in width below to the middle of the thigh, forming altogether a drefs which elofely 
refembles that of the inhabitants of the province of Mazanderan of the prefent day, as 
well as that of the people who inhabit the fea coaft. I he coftume of thefe portraits how- 
ever differs from the drefs of the prefent day in this refpeCl : the figures have long hair 
and beards, and in lieu of a turban the head is enilrcled by a narrow band almoft 
refembling the ancient crowns worn by the Emperor of Rome. Thefe men alfo carry 
a large ftaff fomewhat refembling a half pike, which is not borne on the Ihoulders, but 
upright, the point upwards. In the other hand they hold various other things; fome, 
inftruments of mufic, tound and compofed of tw o circles, almoft refembling the brace- 
lets of our women ; others balkets of fruit, meat and round balls ; fome, again, are 
leading two lambs or Ihecp with crooked horns, and “others a camel, an af§, a mule, a 
bull, a calf, or a horfe. The leading fuch animals makes me conjecture the jproceffion 
reprefeats that preparatory to a facrifice ; as moft of them are of thole formerly 
flain as viCtimS by various nations at the altar, and the horfe in particular by the Per- 
fians to the fun, as related by Xenophon and many other authors.; and, if the pro- 
ceffion of a facrifice, we may fairly conclude that the edifice was a temple. As J .ex- 
amined the reft of the proceflion, I noticed fome who carried certain hammers in their 
where Ibmcwhat fufpended to their fafli, <%hich terminated .in a 
11?J ' 1-1 ^ m of a triangle, except that the.lines were fpherical and 

« to reprefent the ikin of fome aiu&al for holding' water, ''almbngifthe * 
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fhape of it vary from thofe ufed in Europe now. Others, again, carried large ftiields 
which covered the whole of their body, while fome accompanied on foot carriages 
with two. wheels drawn by a Angle horfe. Both Xenophon and Quintus Curtius make 
mention of thefe carriages confecrated to Jupiter and the fun, and relate that Cyrus 
as well as Darius had fuch led before them when they travelled in the country. 
Among thefe figures are fome few which appear to be of fuperior condition to the reft, 
who, otherwife dreft in the fame manner, have a kind of a hood narrowing to a point as 
low as the middle of the back, and thence descending to the ground; while others 
wear a frnnll pointed cap plaited round ; but the molt remarkable and diflinguifhed 
among them have robes which reach to the feet, thelovter part of which is in folds, 
am! a jacket which covers the upper part has flceves down to the middle of the hand ; 
they have moreover a collar round the neck, thus fauftioning the teftimony of Agathias, 
w ho Hates Inch to have been worn in his time by principal perfonages among the Medes 
and Peril am . At the girdle they wear a dagger, fimilar to the cuftoin of the Arabs even 
now, the blade of which is broad and curved like a fey the, the handle clofe to the 
brea.fi. TJu v wvap?>u k undoubtedly the Acinax of the Porfians noticed by Horace, 
and lotm* of our ancient, authors. lieiides this, they have a ftaff in their hand, lefs as a 
fupport to th*. ir age apparently than a mark of authority, fimilar to that borne by the 
field marfhak One of their number marches before the whole band and leads qn 
with the left hand the firft of thole who follow him with their pointed caps and hoods. 
Of thefe who foem the moll diflinguifhed and walk firft Towards the top of the ffeair- 
cale, leading on the whole procefliun, in addition to the drefs I have described them to 
wear, fome have a round cap larger at top than at bottom, and much refen lbling that 
of a Roman fenator, except that it has no rim, being fluted and plaited equally all the 
way round to the middle, where the plaits are joined to a button fomewhat prominent at 
the lop. Befides the pike which they carry in the hand, they have a bow over their 
fhoulder, through which the arm pafies, with a quiver full of arrows hanging at their 
back. The drefles of fome have large fleeves flounced after the manner of the fhirts of 
the 4rabs, Between the figures wiiich form the proceflion feveral cyprefs trees 
appear at intervals, which only ferve as an ornament, and are of no better execution 
than fhe perfonages or the animals. The value indeed of this work cpnfifts in the 
antiquity of the drdles being corrcftly reprefented, and the magnificence of the (tone of 
which the building is conftru&ed, rather than in the brilliancy of the execution, which 
is not by the hand of a mafter.^ 

Afcending this fecond ftair-cife, and fronting the fouth, I came on a large floor, at 
the entrance of which is a vacant fpace which reaches from one extremity of the building 
to the other, from call to weft* between apparently a portico or fhort flreet of columns, 
of fuch prodigious dimenfions that one could fcarccly be clafped by three perfons. 
The chief of thefe are proflrate, no more than five and twenty Handing on their bafes, 
the number of them being much diminiflied fince the name of Chehil minar or forty 
pillars was given to this fuperb edifice, that number preemptively {landing at the time 
it was given. Time, that great deftroyer, has fince then levelled fifteen, the bafes of 
which are yet to be difcerncd, and is daily undermining thofe whiah remain. The plan 
of them is as follows, in the firft place, at the entrance of this large porch, are two 
row^of columns which , fill the whole breadth of the front of the edifice fr^nweaft to 
weft. . A little beyond; towards the fouth, is another empty fpace capable of having 
contained two other rows of columns, at proportionate diftance from each other. 
The middle contains fix rows of columns running from north to fouth, and two of th e 
whole breadth placed from eaft to weft, with two others oppofite to them .which extend 
v vol. ix. r eaft ward 
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eaftward to the mountain on the left, fo that the fix rows in the middle are enclofed on 
fonr tides; the diftance from one column, to the other is twenty-fix feet. They 
are not all of fitnilar dimenfioris or elevation, feme being higher than the others, whicn 
makes me conceive that they did not ferve as fupport to a roof, particularly as there 
is not the flighteft veftige on the floor of any having fallen in. I conclude, therefore, 
as it appears to have had no roof, that this edifice cannot reafonably be imagined to 
have been a royal palace. Beyond thefe columns towards the fouth *you come to a 
large place fifty paces in length, where are two apartments, the one on the right hand 
fronting the plain, the other on the left towards the mountain. In the entrance of that 
on the right is a itnall marble court : neither of them properly fpeaking are chambers, 
but fquare open apartments without any roof and enclofed not by walls but door and 
window frames of marble, fo diipofed that each face of the fquare has a large door in the 
middle, and one fmaller on each fide of it, or a fmall door in tiie middle with a large 
one on each fide, befides other openings fimilar to our trellis work and Venetian 
blinds. The plan of thefe fmall fquare places, full of doors and windows, lead one to 
imagine that they were formerly rooms, particularly as thofe of the I’erfians are cou- 
rt rutted after the fame manner even at prefent ; but the want of any dome or roof, or 
the trace of fuch having ever exifted, makes me incline to think otherwife ; neither can 
I conceive it to have been a burial-place, as there is notomb vifible nor any iign of in- 
terment. May it not, therefore, have been a temple in which prayers and lacrifices 
were offered to the Gods under the canopy of heaven alone, as was ui'ual among many 
ancient nations, and is flill common with Mahometans. In the interval between one 
of thefe grand portals, in the middle of the front and the fmall ones on the fide, is the 
figure of a perfon of dittinftion in a drefs which reaches to the ground, the robe being 
plaited from the waift downwards, and the fleeve large and flounced. He holds a 
ftaff in his right hand either as a fupport or a fymbol of authority, and Wfears in his 
head one of thofe round caps, flat on the top, which I have before deferibed, but with- 
out the ball above ; his hair and beard are long, and his pofture denotes his intention 
of entering, his eyes and face being turned towards the fouth. Behind him is a fervant, 
bare-headed, and his hair fattened by a band ; in one hand he holds a large umbrella 
over the head of his matter, and in the other a ftick curved at the end like the crozier 
of our bifhops, which he carries upright under the umbrella behind the head : if the 
firft figure be that of a King, this may reprelent a feeptre, or fome mark of diltin&ion, 
if it be a prieft ; one of which I doubt not it is. In the other great portals, on the fides 
fronting the rifing and fetting fun, are reprefentations® f men wrcftling, or fighting 
with lions, dreft in their long plaited robes like the other figures 1 have deferibed. At 
the back of this fquare inclofure, in another open fpace, which is paved, and feems to 
have been a fmall court, are two large pillars ere 61, with inferiptions on them, the cha- 
raffers of which I was unable to decypher on account of their height from the ground. 
Beyond this court, I came to another, much larger, Jout of fimilar archite 6 ture, in a 
large vacant fpace built upon on the oppofite and not on the fame fide with the edifice, 
where was a figure of a man of quality with his umbrella exquifitely well reprefented, 
on one of the fupports.of the great gate in the middle, the pofture of whofe body varied 
from the direftksn of the fight, that is to fay, while looking towards the north, as if 
going to the infide, his body fronted the fouth as if about to go out, whence it /liquid 
1'eem that this was the molt interior part of the building." Proceeding from this en- 
clofure continually towards the fouth, I came to another place ornamented with fix 
rows of columns grouped in a fquare, in the midft of which, under ground, that is to 
fay, under a pavement of large ftones, I difeovered a conduit of water. Each of 
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thefe columns was about four feet in diameter, and four breadths diftarit from its next, 
( \vith the .appearance of a former portico or ia#ge wall of ftone, with windows all around 
them ; this was the extremity of the edifice towards 'the fouth : beyond, nothing is 
vifible but pieces of mafonry and inwnenfe foundations which juft appear above (he dur- 
' face. I had forgot to mention, that at the firit entrance of the fecoiui hali, which Suc- 
ceeds the fecond ftair-cafe towards the eaft, diftant from the foot of the mountain, and 
correfponding to the firft columns, there is another fquarc enclofure of the fame form 
as the reft. It is entirely away from the building, and was originally contrived in all 
probability merely to fill up the void between it and the mountain. 

We paflcd the whole of Thurfday, 14th Oftober^junder our tents and about the 
ruins of Chehil rninar, whence I rode about a league on horfcback towards the north 
to fee fome ancient figures at the bottom of the mountains which furround the plain, 
called by the inhabitants Nakihi Roftan (the pictures of Roftan), conceiving them to 
be reprefentations of Roftan and fome of his memorable a&ions. This Roftan is 
an ancient, here highly celebrated by the Perfians for his proweis and gallantry, who 
lived, as they lay, under the reigns of Cyrus and Cambyfes, and the various regiments ; 
and individuals who pride themfelves upon being called after his name fufficiently teftify 
that what is related of him is not wholly fabulous. Palling therefore through a town 
called Mehrchoufcon, the neare'ft to the Chehil minar, at a league beyond it, I arrived 
at the fpot. Here at the bottom of the mountain I faw a large fquare cut in a rock of 
hardeft ftone. In this pannel were various figures cut in relievo of gigantic ftature : 
one reprefented a Knight on horfeback dreft in long folded robes, his head covered 
with a cap fimilar to that I had noticed at the Chehil minar on the image of a perfon 
of diltinftion, who held in his left hand a club fuch as that given in our portraits of 
Hercules, and in the right a ring, which another Knight, dreft nearly like the firft, is 
endeavouring to wrench from him. The only differerence between the drefs of the 
two Knights confifts in the latter having nothing on his head, and his hair hanging 
down of fome length ; the horfes of both are clofe together. In another place, a 
Knight on horfeback, dreft like the firft, has his left hand placed on the guard of his 
fwprd, which is not curved like thofe of the Orientals of the prefent day, but ftraight 
and pointed like ours, while with the right fomewhat raifed and extended, he holds 
that of a man on foot. Handing upright before him. Behind this perfon is another; 
his head bare, who kneels before the horfe of the Knight. In another part, again, I 
faw certain matrons and ymiM; ladies of whom the inhabitants relate a number of fables, 
pointing out one as the mi ft ms of the valiant Roftan. There are alfo many fepulchres 
cut in different places in the rock. Afluredly no method more certain could be ufed 
to perpetuate the memory erf an individual than by means of thefe figures, which, cut in 
the live rock, and fecured againft: the injuries of time and the violence of man, bid fare 
to endure as long as the mountain itfelf. Diodorus relates that Semirarais, after cutting 
a perpendicular front in a rock near tfie lpot, where Ihe caufed her immanfe garden to 
be planted in Media in order to commemorate in perpetuity the execution of this work, 
caufed her likenefs with thofe of her guards to be cut in it. Near the relievos I have 
deferibed , I faw in different parts certain works which bore .evident marks of being 
fome ancient places of fepulture. In the firft place, two pedeftals, fquare, with the 
angles fomewhat ornamented, and a hole in the upper furface to preferve the allies of the 
dead, if the Perfians were wont to bum corpfes; of which, however, I do*not . remember 
ever to have read. Thefe two pedeftals, which are but a little apart from each other, 
are not detached from the rock, but have been roughly chieflkd out of it. On another 
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fide of the mountain, which is more perpendicular, even, and ftraight, looking like a 
wall, I perceived above fevaral openings refembling windows, fome larger than others* 
and capable of holding a man. I cannot conceive what purpofe thefe can have ferved, 
unlefs as receptacles for the dead, according to Diodorus, who fays, that the ancient 
Kings of Perfia were buried in grottoes cut in the top of mountains, in which they were 
not delpofitcd by hands but by means of machines. Finally, in different places on 
the flope of mountains, I faw representations cut on a perpendicular and very even 
front, and framed about by the Hone of the front*, of a houfe with a door in the middle, 
and fcveral columns on each fidg fupporting the architrave, friz.*, cornice and frontis- 
piece, according to all the rates'®!' architecture and figures cut in the frontifpiece, which, 
however, from their being fo very much above me, I could not minutely diftinguiftr. 
The fubject, however, appeared to be a man leaning on a bow, one of the extremities, 
of which was in his hand, and the other on the ground, with his eyes directed towards 
an altar, as if he was either about to offer up a iacrifice or confuh an oracle. Above 
thefe figures, thofe whofe fight was better than mine, told me they perceived among 
the reft a figure which appeared to them to be meant for the devil. This might poi- 
fibly.be, and the perfonage be Jemfliid, or as fome call him, on account of his beauty, 
Chofhid, which in the ancient language of Perfia means the fun, who reigned in Perfia, 
a long time before Cyrus the Great, and who is ftill held in remembrance for having 
been a famous magician, having had power over malignant fpirits, on which account 
the Perfians likevviie call him Diubend or the devil’s link. The Periian hiftorians re- 
late that this Prince caufed a number of ftatues or effigies of himlelf to be made and 
diftributed all over the kingdom, with exprefs command for his fubje&s to adore them. 
I fhould readily conceive that this might be Nebuchadnezzar, whole dominion might 
poffibly have extended to fome parts of Perfia, were it not that Jernfhid is greater 
antiquity than either the Nebuchadnezzars, Daniel, Judith, or even Shaimanalar. The 
gates cut in the repr dentation arc ffiort at the top, arc formed of the fame live rock 
with the reft, and are about a third part open at the bottom, wide enough to allow of 
entrance, by {looping, to the interior, which is empty. And, as there are two firnilar 
reprefentations of like architecture in the mountains of Chchil-ininar, into one of which 
admiffion is eafy on account of the afeent up the rock not being lo (harp nor equally 
perpendicular, I entered it the evening before I vifited he ruins*.vf i ^$* s account given 
by Diodorus of the fepulchres of the Kings, I found exactly c i iSifl p fo d with my ob- 
fervations ; thefe are, as he deferibes them, cut in the body oF'the mountain, of a 
fquare figure, higher than the ftature of a man, and with three large niches. In the 
•middle of this grotto I faw a long ftone lying on the ground feaied acrofs the middle, 
which poffibly might be the place of the tomb, if the nches*wcrc not. In thefe, I faw 
other large ftones badly pulifhed, the ufe of which I was unable to conjecture. Thefe 
niches are much deeper than the reft of the cavern ; and the channel that I faw on the 
outfide cut in the rock, which feems to be a condpt for water, made me judge that they 
might be refervoirs, yet of what utility could water be in l'uch places ? I. faw likewise 
under the mountains a large fquare chamber, fomewhat elevated in form of a tower 
built of marble, and enclofcd on all fides with only one door -at the top, in analmoft 
inacceffible fpot, which I conjectured, was alfo a fepulchre. Thefe buildings, cut in 
the rock, and ereCted at the foot of the mountains, make me imagine, firft, that thre 
city filled the whole of the plain, and fecondly, that its inhabitants did not poffefs the 
ingenuity requifite for tranfporting large ftones to any diftance, as the mod fuperb build- 
ings ana mod excellent fculpture are either on the mountain itfelf or at his foot : 
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tmlefs, indeed, the planners were a&uated by a defire particularly with refpeft to th 
figures of making them laft for ever, and preferve them in better condition than by an; 
other means could be done. 

After two days’ examination of and reflection on the curiofltfes I have deferibed, or 
Thursday three hours after funfet we left Chehii-minar after flipper, and proceeded 
towards (he city of Shiraz, the capital of the province of Farfiffan, and th e chief reft- 
dence of the governor Itnanculi Khan. By the neareft road Shiraz is fen leagues 
diftant. but on account of a bridge being broken down which laid on our way, v;e 
were obliged to go two leagues about to crofs the Kur, by ano her bridge, Cuila 
Bend Emir, two leagues from Chehii-minar. We travelled all night long, wan- 
dering about on each fide, on account of the abfence of the moon, and the whole 
of thefe plains, which are fowed with rice and other grain, being watered and inter- 
fe&ecrly a number of Email rivulets, of which we had to feek the fords : at length, on 
Friday morning, a little before day, we palled the bridge of Bend Emir. After eroding 
the river, we lounded a mountain which we kept on our left for fome time, and 
defeending a pretty deep valley, at length arrived at a village called Zercon, only fix 
leagues diftant from Chehii-minar, although by our wandering we had journeyed 
much more. Here we relied in a houfe, the mailer of which afforded us great accom- 
modation. At the fecond or third hour of the night we mounted our horfes anew, 
and rode onward till funrife, by which time we reached the gardens of Shiraz, on 
Saturday, 6th of October. Shiraz is fituated in a (mail plain, entirely furrounded by 
hills. On entering it by a narrow pal's between the mountains, we rode beneath a 
large arch ornamented on the tides by different figures of lions and other animals, and 
having a number of inferiptions by various hands. This arch goes over the whole road 
and joins one mountain to the either. It has, in confequence, obtained the name of 
Tenghe-1 Jralbar, or the pais of the Molt High.. On leaving this pal’s, we entered 
upon a long, broad, and fpacious caufeway, aelorned by gardens on each fide, 
and embellifhed by a number of buildings, which, form the chief ornament of Shiraz. 
We were much delighted with the proipeCt about us, but our pleafurc was in created 
on reaching, midway to the city, the margin of a large canal eighty-three paces in 
length, by fifty in breadth, the water in which was level with the furface of the grpund. 
The canal was divided by the road, which here has walls on each fide of it, with arches 
on them, allowing a view of the water. Hence we continued our way as ftraight as a 
line to the city. A little beyond the canal we perceived a finall and ancient mofque, 
fomewhat away from the road on the left, called from a perfon who filled that office, 
by whom it was tmik and who was buried there, the molque of the Calanter. Near 
this place is the mu Hole, or* place where public prayers are read, on a ftrearn 
of clear water, which runs from the canal, and .w hich is covered and fluded by large 
green leafy trees, whofc agreeable lunation induced us to unload our baggage here and 
relt ourfelves till we could hire ajhoufe mthe city to fuit us. This having effected, we 
entered the city by the handl'ome caufewSy, palling through the middle of themeidan, 
or public fquare, which is rather without the w'alis, and is a favourite place of refort 
for the gay,, as well as over an elegant ftone bridge, not over o river but a ravine 
through which, in the winter, or after rain, the water flows, which rufhes in torrents 
fronj the neighbouring mountain. After palling the gates, we came to a lopg ftraight 
flreetj at the end of which we found a large bazar or market, vaulted over according 
to the cuftom of the country, furnifhed with (hops all round, and on one fide of it we 
took up our abode, in a houi’e that had been got ready for us belonging to one HuT in 
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Bey, a native of Bagdaf, but who, from infancy, had lived in Perfia, where he had a 
wife and children. • , ' * ' 

We had no intention of making any long flay in this city, hut f imply to reft here 
awhile. Wherefore, we had fcarcely arrived ere we began feeking for new mule- 
teers to take us forward, as thofe which 'had brought us to Shiraz were engaged to go 
no farther. While, therefore, our baggage was loading, I employed myfelt in examin- 
ing every thing remarkable. 

This city is large, and one of the bell and mdft populous in the empire. It is not, 
however, of any great antiquity, as is eafily perceived by the inferiptions about it, its 
architecture, atid other indices, which plainly (hew it to be a work of the Mahometans, 
who are incurious architects. In (hort, it contains within its walls nothing that inele- 
gant, nor can boaft of any thing whatfoever that is extraordinary. Its ftreets^pr the 
molt part are narrow, crooked, badly paved, the houfes badly built. The jjfflBce of 
the khan is not far diflant from the houfe where we were lodged, and fronting a large 
fquarc. It is inclofed by walls, with vaulted galleries around, which have a good effect. 
Oppofite to the gate of the caftle, at the entrance of this large fquare, is a frnall 
hotife, whence every evening mufic is given as in Hifpahan, and whither the officers 
belonging to the Khan repair to pay their court according to the general cuftom of 
the Perfians. In another neighbouring fquare is a public college for education, newly 
built, called Mcdrifie, the handfomeft and moll flourilhing of any in the kingdom. 
This new ftrutlure is erected on the fpot where criminals formerly were executed, and in 
a frnall vacancy in front of it mountebanks ereCt their ftages to divert the people. 
There is another fquare, the moll fpacious ot any in Hifpahan, called the bazar or 
horfe-market, in which is a royal palace and a large garden, and this undoubtedly is 
the moll elegant and fuperb houfe in the city, where the Knglifh dwell, fome of them 
being conllantly here for the regulation of their affairs. Near the palace ot the Khan, 
below the frnall houfe, whence mufic is given to the public, is another covered market, 
the bell fancied and moll handfomely built of any in the city. Of all the numerous 
mofques, I fawbut one deferving notice, lately built by one Aga-riza, a rich Mahome- 
tan from India, who carried on an immenle trade in Perfia, particularly with Shiraz. 
Finally, the lalt thing which I faw deferving notice was an animal (a hyaena), called by 
the Perlians caftar, as ftrong as a large mafliff, but which had not grown to its full 
fize. It was of the colour, form, and appearance of a tiger, but had the muzzle of a 
hog. I am told that it will eat human flefli, and to obtain it makes its way to the tombs 
it finds in the country, for the carcafes they contain. 

Having nothing more to write of to you refpefting Shiraz, I lhall fitiilh this with an 
account of my affairs and family, premifing that all of u^ enjoy good health, and that 
our travels have hitherto been pleafant. For myfelf I have recovered my flrength 
and appetite to fuch a degree, that I can occafionally eat a large fowl for my breakfafl. 
The little time we flayed in this city did not jtfpw us Co make any acquaintance. One 
Armenian ChriAian alone, out of refped to tne mailer of our houfe, came to vifit us, 
and (hewed us great civility. To-morrow we mean to depart. With my mod humble 
ferVice which I proffer to yourfelf, I beg you to prefent my belt refpefts to all our 
friends at Naples. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XVI. 

From the Gardens of Shiraz , 27th July 1622. 

IF I have fuffered nine months to elapfe without writing to you, attribute it not to 
fault in me or forgetfulnefs, — no, your image is too deeply engraven on my mind to 
allow of time effacing it : I have met with a misfortune, weighed againft which, every 
other calamity were light ; — I have loft my dear wife, Madame Maani, whofe life was 
my only blefling, whofe death makes life a burthen. You will moft likely have heard of 
my lofs by means of the Carmelites, who, no doubt, will have communicated the event 
to Rome. I am ready to imagine that your commiforation will have been deeply 
excited, and that although you know her but by her fair report, you will much have 
lamented the premature death of fuch a perfon, and in whofe efteem you held fo high a 
place. However, it is part ; it was the will of God, and fhe, I hope, in heaven, reaps 
the harveft of her worth : for me, in this vale of mifery, deprived of my dear partner, 

I wander about a wretched inftance of human calamity. I have travelled about a great 
deal, in great meafure without other object than to feck a remedy for the wound I have 
received. 

On the a 2d October, laft year, all of us being in perfect health, we left the city of 
Shiraz by the fame gate at which we entered, with defign of taking the road to 
Ormuz; and in order to prepare for our departure with lefs embarraffment, we pitched 
our tents near the mofque of the Calanter, on the banks of the canal, where I am at 
prefent. We hired for our journey fome excellent camels, as well for the tranfport of 
our luggage as to carry our litters ; and on Sunday, the 24th of October, every thing 
being roadw as night began we quitted our ftation, and turning our backs on Shiraz, 
proceeded awards our deftinatiun nearly in a fouthern direction. After travelling 
three leagues, we paffed a bridge over a ravine, through which flew occafionally the 
torrents which gufli from the mountains, but which when we paffed was dry. A little 
beyond the bridge is a caravanferai, which, although entire, is without inhabitants, as 
well $s a ruinated caftle in the neighbourhood, owing to the want of water. Here the 
road divides; that on the right hand, which is the moft frequented, leading to Lar, the 
moft eaftern and leaft beaten going to Pafi'a, which is that we took, it being a lefs dan- 
gerous road to travel in time of war. As, however, there was no place where we could 
lodge except at a confiderable diftance, we unloaded our camels in a handfome plain 
out of the high road, where we flopped the remainder of the night, and almoft all the 
following day, which was the fecond of our journey. Two hours before night-fall we 
departed hence, and continued travelling till day-break between two long mountains 
and two Hoping hills ; beyond them, near the foot of one of which on the right, the 
road runs ; the other being at fome diftance 011 the left, in a large plain almoft entirely 
white and covered with fait. At lengtjj^after journeying four leagues, we arrived at 
a place called Jiganli, where, on the banks of a rivulet of good water, we faw a few 
houfes, inhabited by Turkmans, and a race of people called Behi, who, by means of 
the water of this ftrtam, fertilize their fields and cultivate cotton. • We left Jiganli two 
hours before funfet on Tuefday, and travelling fix leagues during the night, halted at 
a large town called Selviftan, or the cyprefs plantation, on account of the number of 
thele*trees growing there, which, however, was formerly much greater. Without the 
town is the tomb of a certain Sheik, Ifuf, held in veneration by the Mahometans, near 
which we pitched our tents. This town of Selviftan, and feveral others around,’ not- 
withftanding' they be inclofed by the territories under the government of Imanculi 

Khan, 
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Khan, of Shiraz, are not dependent on him, but on Nadir Khan, who holds them di- 
rectly from the King. About an hour before the fall of night we continued our way, 
travelling over very pleafant hillocks covered with thofe final! trees called chaclacuchi 
■by the Perfums , and others of various kinds. Behind us we left a caravanferai at which 
caravans are wont to red, when, folicitous of getting forward , journeying altogether 
five leagues and a half, and halting two hours before funrife, repoling with our beads 
under a large tree of chaclacuchi, in an open country inclofed by mountains, without 
any covering but the Iky. We remained the whole of Thurfday under this chaclacuchi, 
which was a male tree that did not produce fruit, but only large grains refembling thofe 
of the laurel, which grow, five or fix in a groupe, on the edges of its leaves, vaulted, and 
curved like a bow ; and in thefe grains Imali flies are engendered. In other reipects, 
thefe chaclacuchi refemble the female trees, of which I have previoufly given y® a 
del'cription. Here I mud obferve, that there prevails univerfally in Perfia a practice of 
dillinguifhing a difference of fex not only in trees and plants, as is the calc in foinc 
inflanccs with us, but alfo in every thing elfc, as well natural, fuch as vegetables, meat, 
fruit, and the like, as artificial, fuch as llax, filk, cotton, and even in the elements, as 
in water and air ; calling male, as related by Seneca to have been ufual with the Egyptians, 
that of its kind. which is the ftrongeftand mod robuflyand that on the contrary the moftten- 
der and delicate, the female; thus, according to their philofophy and obfervations, which are 
far from bad, they judge to what ufc each fex is adapted. For example, female water 
is better for drinking and more falubrious than male, being more delicate, and parti- 
cularly fo for perfons of handfome complexion ; of feme animals, the flelh of the male 
is fuperior to that of the female for perfons of a ftrong ftomach, poffefling more fub- 
ltance ; and, on the contrary, that of the female for perfons of weak habit, being moft 
eafy of digeflion. Male air is fittteft for the breathing of men of robuit make, 
female air for children, and thus of other things. This I have deemed a mafffer curious 
enough to make public. 

Thurlday, two hours before night, we left our covert to travel in the dark, among 
hillocks covered with the fame defeription of trees laft-mentioned, and, after fix leagues, 
arrived on the territory of the great Paffa. Here we arrived at two o’clock in the 
morning, and trod upon the remains of the ancient Paffagarda, which, according to 
Pliny and Quintus Curtius, was the place of fepulture of Cyrus the Great. On coming 
to this fpot, on one fide is an old cyprefs tree, the handfomeft and largefl; I ever 
beheld, whofe trunk alone, which fpreads into various large branches, is of fuch prodi- 
gious fize that five men together cannot clafp it, and whofe branches fpread from their 
trunk at leaf! fivc-and-twenty of my feet. Its height is proprotionate to its fize, although 
it docs not terminate in a point like the generality of cypreffes. Its ditnenfion is a proof 
of its antiquity, and the caufe of the reverence mown it by the Mahometans. From a 
fmall Item of one of its branches runs a certain fluid, which is a kind of gum that the 
Pcrfians, particularly the ignorant among them, look qpon as miraculous blood, feeing 
it exudes on every Friday, which with them isa’holy and facred day. And in a large 
hole in the middle of the trunk, capable of containing two perfons, they are accuftomed 
to light candles as in an auguft and venerable place, according to their ufage of holding 
large an d ancient trees in elteein, deeming them the retreat of the fouls of the bleft. 
On this account they call them pir, which fignifics an old man in Perfian, and, in 
Arabic lheik or imam This veneration of the Mahomctans'for large and ancient trees 
Is, no doubt, a remnant of Paganifm, as fuch were in high eflimation among the 
Gentiles. 


On 
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On the following day, upon advancing farther into the tcrritory*of Paffagarda, I dif- 
tinguiflied little remarkable but palm trees, which are npt found m the other province? 
of Perfia. I faw, m<$feover, a great quantity of orange trees and double narciffi, which 
clfcwhere would be cfteemed a rarity in the month of Odober. We did not quit the, 
territory of Pa/Ta till after the firit hour of the night, and on leaving it came to two 
roads, one of them leading to Lar, which we left on the right, the other, which we took, 
towards the eaft. This being lefs frequented, we wandered from, regaining it with 
difficulty after a five leagues’ ride, w’hen we reached a town by day-light, called com- 
monly by the people of the neighbourhood Timariftan or, for abbreviation’s fake, Tctnif- 
tan J a little below which place we unloaded our baggage, as well to eafe our animals as 
rq(j| ourfelves. Here our wheat bread became fcarce, the inhabitants of the towns 
towards the fca ufing none but barley ; advifed of which, we had laid in a flock fufficient 
to laft us at leaf! for feveral days. Night beginning to diffufe its cool occafioned us to 
leave Temiflan, to travel by rugged defeents, which gave us a great deal of trouble, 
till more than three hours after fun-rife the next day, which was Sunday the 31ft of 
October. In the night we had travelled eight leagues, and demounted at a town, con- 
fifting of about thirty houfes or huts, built in the midft of a large plantation of palm and 
date trees, and called Zizevan. An hour after fun-fet we continued our journey for 
five leagues in the dark, palling through feveral hamlets with much inconvenience, on 
account of the rivulets full of water which crofl'ed the road, without any bridges over 
them, and which our camels found great difficulty in fording. Palling through thefe 
hamlets we left behind us the city of Darabghierd, which ftill retains the name of Darius, 
who is the founder, and which is the chief refidence of Shemfeddin Khan, who is gover- 
nor of feveral towns in the neighbourhood, which he holds dirett of the King, as well as 
his command over a number of foldiers. He is called a cazaque. On Monday the ill: 
of November we halted at noon under fome date trees, at the entrance of a large town 
called Dekair (that is to Fay, good town), the houfes of which are not joined to each 
other, but feparated by intervals, being mixed in a wood of palm trees, the fruit of 
which, with barley bread, ferves as food for the inhabitants. In the evening a large 
company of ladies from the town,, who had been into the country, according to the 
cuflom of the Mahometans, to pray at the tombs of their anceftors, came to our Vents, 
where accidentally I was alone, entering them with great familiarity and without invitation, 
with their veils up and their face uncovered, which is very unufual among the Maho- 
metans, eating with avidity of my wheaten bread, which to them was a delicacy, and 
converging with much freedom. We remained here till the following Tuefday, not 
leaving the place till an hour before night-fall, receiving in courfe of the day a fecond 
vifit from thefe ladies, for whom Madame Maani ferved up a collation which to them 
muft have appeared both ample and fupei*b ; after which we travelled three leagues 
through a defert country, reaching by midnight the banks of a running ftream, 
where we halted under an oldVall in*this vaft folitude, called Moghokiel, and where 
at day-break I pitched my tents near a pond whence the rivulet flowed, and whither 
the cattle of the neighbourhood refort to drink. This place we left an hour and a half 
before fun-fet, and after journeying three leagues reited af midnight under large 
g’17. trees, about which were a quantity of myrtles and running water, half a league 
before the fepulchre of tbeir Imanzade, a little beyond. On Thurfday, in the evening, 
we left this place, and travelled through a pafs between low but very iteep mountains, 
like walls on each fide ; at the entrance of which is a ruinated caftle, built for its defence 
at a time when the country was not under the domination of Perfia, but that of a particu- 
lar Prince, Khan of Lar, at whofe deceafe the Sovereign of Perfia made himfelf mailer 
VOL. ix. q of 
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of his dominions, and deftroyed the fortifications which guarded the pafs. On Friday 
by day-break, after having journeyed five leagues, we reached a large town of two 
thoufand houfes, badly conftrudted, and confufedly built among pa|m trees called purg, 
but written furg, where we difmounted, and unloaded our camels in a convenient fpot 
at a di/lance from the buildings. We refumed* our journey an hour before fun-let , 
and after two leagues riding, being a pprehenfive of having miffed our road , and fearful 
of lofing ourfeives in thefe deferts, we waited till tfje moon or day (hould light us on our 
way. It wanted but an hour to dawn when we recommenced our journey, at fir/1 by 
favour of the moon and afterwards the fun, travelling for five leagues through difficult 
paffes, keeping the mountains on the left, which we had occafionally to afeend and at 
others to go down. In the morning we found ourfeives in a very narrow pafs ;$fct 
length, towards evening, we reached a wood of palm trees in a valley at the foot of the 
mountains, in front of a town called Tafcut or Tafcivit. The moon riling about mid- 
night, we continued our courfc for five leagues by a very even road, keeping altnofi 
always on our left this long chain of mountains, and another at a greater diftance on 
our right, till we arrived at a (mail village of ten or a dozen houfeSj -near which we 
halted about noon in a fmall wood of palm trees, to take repofe under a large tree of a 
fpecies I had not feen before, called by the Arabs, nebe, by the Perfians, konar. It yields- 
a fmall fruit with a kernel, refembling our cherries but ripening fooner, of a yelknvilh 
colour inclining to red, and of no unpleafant tafte. It poflelfes, moreover, this property, 
that its leaves, reduced to powder and foaked in water, produce a lather, and ferve 
inftcad of foap, and is the only thing ufed by the ladies of the country for walhing their 
faces. We took with us a bag of it to fhew in Italy, as it will keep any length of 
time. After minutely examining the fruit and leaves of the tree, I recolle&ed that in 
a handfome and large vineyard belonging to my uncles, tl\p Albevini, at Rome,- there are 
two large trees by the fide of a fountain, of the fame fpecies, which conftantly preferve 
their verdure, and are the only ones of their kind at Rome. The little village of Seid 
Geuder, where we took up our abode, is dependent on the large town of Tarom, called 
by fame a city, on account of its being the chief of feveral neighbouring towns, although 
at prefent in a very runious fcatc. We did not choofe, for rcafons that we had, to‘ go 
thither ourfeives, but font our people for provifions; who brought us back intelligence 
that the Portuguese had put to death a great number of Kizilbafhi, and fet many places 
on fire belonging to the Perfians on the lea fhore. The inhabitants of Tarom did not 
appear to be very lorry for this, on account of having been vaffals and much attached to the 
deceafed Prince of Lar, now ill treated by the Kizilbafhi, and never well inclined to the 
King of Perfia or his empire. This rupture, which was thj? beginning of open war be- 
tween the Perfians and Portugucfe, was not very agreeable to me on account of the 
obftacles 1 forefaw it would throw in the way of my travels. The whole country about 
Tarom, as well as its proper territory, is entirely covered with palm trees, under which, 
as well as through the remainder of the country, they fow an abundance of cotton as 
well as other feed. As for wheaten flour, it is not to be met with, except in large towns, 
where it is eaten by the; rich alone ; the chief food of the inhabitants being dates, in 
which article they carry on a confiderable trade. The chief part of the population is 
very poor and wretched. Here, for the firft time, I noticed the fhoes or rather fandals 
worn by the ‘people being made of woven palm leaves, of which the Pole is made tyle- 
j-ably thick, the Upper part confifting only of two firings interwoven with fimilar leaves, 
which clafp the foot pretty tight, and join in the middle towards the point, which they 
pafs between the great toe, and thus keep the fandal firm on the foot. Among the vil- 
lages on the fea fide this fort of fandal is in general ufe. A pair of them I have bought 

to 



METRO DELI.E VALLES TRAVELS IS .PER$|jj» *t$ 

< to fliciv as a curiofity in Italy. I made, likewife, another obfervatjon, which was, that 
the drefsof thefe villagers, except the hair of the head, .which, as with all Mahometans, 
is fhorn and covered with a linall turban or one of their little pointed caps, perfectly 
refeinbles that of the figures of low condition which I had noticed at Chehil-minar. 

To continue the courfe of our jourocy : as we arrived rather late on Sunday the yth 
of November at our halting place, we did not leave Su'd Gender the next day, on 
account of the heat becoming to extreme, that notmthfhmding it was one of the eojde/t 
months of the year, for coolnefs fake I dripped to my fhirt, as I had been accuflomed 
to do in Ilifpahan in the mid It of Tunimer. The nights, indeed, were fomewhat cool, 
and fhev. ed us the difference of the feafon. From this flage we did not fet out till Mon* 
dap at midnight, and in the interval lent to Tarom lor barley-meal and chopped draw 
for our camels, which unlike thole of the Arabs require fubdantial food, and are not 
fatisfted with grafs ; we likewife fumilhed ourfelves with other providons which might 
be ivquidte on our journey, with which we traverfeda large plain from one extremity 
to the other ; and after palling a linall river which erodes the road, the water of which 
■is l'ahifh, and ^fch, on that account, has obtained the appellation of Abfhur, or fait 
water, we reacRm on the following Tuefday two or three hours before noon a fmall 
hamlet often or twelve houfes, well fhaded with trees, called Pelengon, that is to fay* 
the panthers, pofiibly from thofe animals being found in its neighbourhood. Befides 
the gicz, which 1 hacl frequently feen in other places, I remarked among thofe trees a 
plant unknown to inc, called by the natives charg. It is a fhrub which grows to a great 
height, and from the root throw's out around feveral fmall branches, or rather fucklers, 
covered with large thick oval leaves, cottony, and full of a kind of milk, as is the whole 
of the plant ; which milk is of fuch a malign nature, according to the relations of the 
people of the country, as to blind upon its being rubbed on the eyes. Its leaves grow 
in pairs, olie oppolite to the other, in fuch quantity that the whole branch is covered 
with them to its tip, in fquarcs, and pointing four different ways. At the extremity of 
thefe fmall branches grows a handfome duller of flowers of a white colour, dulkyidi 
without, and within of a reddifh violet, refeinbling the columbine. This fhrub produces 
no fruit fit to eat ; I am, however, inclined to believe it poffeffes medical virtues, as the 
people of the country apply the leaves with luccefs to bruifes. They likewife eat a 
fmall feed growing in the middle of the flower, and pofletTmg the quality of the poppy, 
which they have been for fomc time accultomed to eat daily, in common with molt of the 
Perfians, in fuch quantity that it is furprifing it fhoukl not kill them, Ionic eating as much 
opium as would equal a walnut in fize. They are of opinion that it is good for their health, 
and relieves the fpirits, making them forget all care; this ii n dually does, feeing it poffefles 
a great ftupifying quality. However, they are fo greatly addicted to the ulc of it, that 
it cannot be difpenl’ed with; it being to them the grcatdl puniihment to be obliged to 
abftain from it a Angle day. Thofe who endeavour to br*v»k themfelvesof the ufc of it, 
cannot do this but by taking in Its ftead an immediate quantity of wine or other intoxi- 
cating liquors, and even then feel themfeh'" uneaiy without it. In the town of Gclen* 


wdfcfatisfird " Iin a fmall tax, which was his due, amounting to four abbafiins, equal to 
fon*- ?l 9 man teftoons. For this fmall tribute he not only’ let us pafs, but moreover fent 
a man forward to efcort us part of the way, and dired us on our road. In this you have 
an inftance of the hghtnefs of the taxes in Perfia ; in recompence and for this trifling exac- 
tion, alfo, they are obliged to keep the way free from thieves, and, if any thing be loft cr 
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ftolen, are obugecrto make it good to the owner out of their own purfe. When we 
began our journey night had -already fet in two hours, and w£ had gone two leagues 
when we reached the office of the rabdari ; when, as the moon |jt|ks not yet rifen, and 
our road, which laid through the mountains, was difficult and uripteafant, we halted at 
the entrant^ of this pafs, at a fpot called Dertenghi-chebar-rud, or the narrow gate of 
the four rivers, on account of its being the paflage in time of rains through which four 
torrents, which gulh from various parts of the mountains, difcharge their waters. 
When we paffed it was only a final 1 rivulet, which is never dry. This name of Derteng, 
or narrow gate, is common in Perfta to other fnnilar paffages between mountains. One, 
among others, I faw on the confines of Perfia, on the great road from Bagdad, of the 
fame name; the Perfians thus imitating the Latins, who, with the fame meaning, give 
fnnilar names, ftich as the Portae Cafpias, Portae Caucafia:, Portae Cilicioe, &c. 
When we entered this narrow pafs, in the bed of one of the torrents, we had two hours 
of daylight before us, and kept the river continually on our right till we arrived at a 
fmall rivulet of fait water, which we found running by the fide of the bed of the tor- 
rent between the mountains, arid on its banks a number of plants^kth long narrow 
leaves, the fruit or feed of which grows in a pod of forne length, alnflp like that of the 
caflia, but not fo thick. The people of the neighbourhood maintain that this plant is 
venomous ; in Perfia it is called char zabre, or afles* poifon ; noffibly it is the lame with 
the oleander, fo common with us : as, however, I am a novice in botany, I cannot judge 
in this inltancc any more than in that of various other plants and fhrubs Which I Jaw 
without knowing what they were. At length, after travelling no more than two 
leagues, the fun having nearly reached its meridian, we found the heat fo cxceffive that 
it obliged us to halt on a fpot where travellers are ufed to ftop, under the (hade of a 
large giez tree, called giez mir azard, on account of Mir Azard, a notorious robber, 
having been flain here. An hoar before night-fall we continued our journey, travelling 
throughout the night by a bad road and difficult pafles, (till among the mountains and 
in the bed of the torrent. On Thurfday by an hour after day, having jouraied four 
1. agues, we relied at the fide of a pond banked in, which the people of the country 
keep as a refervoir for the fupply of the neighbourhood, as far as to a town pretty dif- 
tant, called Guhne, where I remarked another tree covered with thorns, ^which bears 
no fruit but only leaves, which are eaten by cattle ; it is called by the inhabitants kahurl 
I look it for an acacia, fuch as I had feen in Arabia Petrea, which yields the gum ara- 
bic, although when 1 faw that in Arabia its leaves were much fmaller than thofe of this 
tree. The Perfians are at no pains in collecting the gum of the kahur, poffibly from 
their ignorance of its value. At night fall we recommenced our courfe, and after three 
or frur leagues over an even and plealant road between the mountains refted two 
hours before day uiuW a free, near fume fahilh water, the only which we could obtain 
that was good in a place caUwd Curi-luzi-gon, or the merchants’ tomb. , A little after 
funiei we remounud our camels, auj after travelling about four leagues on a road not 
fo agreeable as the lalt, yet not very bad, fv;u among the mountains, tye came to a wood 
of palm trees, where were lome huts which peopw inhabit at the time agf gathering the 
fruit, a little before dawn on Saturday. Here we met a fpring of freffi water.* 
The i anir* of the place is Ser /.ebt-rizevon. At funfet we left tin,. vlacc, after regaling 
and fully fatisfying fome other rabdaris who dwell here. I he following ^ day, ‘after 
traveling four leagues by a much lafs tirefome road than the preceding, ^altuoegi, 
very excellent, we difmounted an hour before day ligh* pnei , f foo 

quarters of lome r:\bdar is belonging to thebaiidwe 

them a paper figned by their comrades, with which this 
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place was inhabited by rabdaris alone, aftd afforded neither conveniUce for fleeping nor 
provifions, we travdlec&nvo leagues farther on, by a levcj rdad, keeping confrantly the 
mountains in fight f'df both fides of us, and after fix leagues travelling, three hours 
after funrife in the owning, we reffed ourfelves on the banks of a ft ream of frefh 
water, called Abi Dunger, the extremity of the principality of Lar, and the frontiers 
of the country which belonged to the King of Ormus, before his country was wrefted 
from him. On the fun fetting we refumed our journey, and fhorlly came to a finall 
river of lalt water, called by the villagers in their language Rud Shind, or the fait rivu- 
let. After palling this rivulef we continued our road to the firft town, called Chuchiu- 
lulion, which we entered on Monday, the 15th of November. ibis is a town Con- 
fiding of more than forty houles, away from each other in a wood of palm and other 
trees. This town is the firft of the province of Moghoftan, or the country of palms. 

. Here the heat is fo great that, notwithftanding it be the middle of November, I fleep in 
the open air without any canopy whatsoever, and in my Ihirt, without fullering any 
inconvenience from this indulgence. I fee little boys, the children of the poor, run 
about at this fcajjjiin entirely naked, fave a band of linen to conceal their diflioction of 
fex *, and thofe even in fuperior circumftances wear fimply the lighted, drefs imaginable ; 
the women, in general, wear only a Ihift, which covers half the arms and the body 
to the vvailt, and from the waift downwards wrap themfelves round with a large piece 
of filk or cotton of different colours, which breadth wife reaches to the feet, and is long 
enough to wrap round the body twice, but altogether is not of more confidence than a 
petticoat. On their feet they wear fandals of plantain leaves, but no dockings. Their 
head-drefs is a piece of filk or cloth, fimilarto that worn round the lower part of their 
body but {'mailer, which, thrown over the head, hangs down in part on the Ihoulders 
behind, and falls over the face after the manner of the Perfians. On their arms they 
wear a number of bracelets from the wrift to the elbows, which are not covered by the 
Reeves of the ftiift, and fmiilar ornaments round their legs. '1 hefe are made of dif- 
ferent metals ; ftraw which looks like gold, amber, cryflal, and the like, and are com- 
pelled of finall round fiat pieces joined together. All of them, likevvife, the rich as well 
as tile poor, wear pendant from the non-, not large rings as is common with the Arabs, 
nor finall n*tat ones on the fide, as is ufuaj with the Perfians, but a piece of gold, either 
plain, enamelled, or fet with precious Rones, of a lhomboidal figure, rather narrow, and 
iomewhat lefs long than their nofe, which hangs fomewhat on one fide. Owing to the 
exceftive heat of the fun the people are of an extreme dark complexion, but have very 
regular features, and are well made. We had intention of embaiking fecretly at 
Benderi-defer, but we learnt that the Poring ucfo had landed there and doltroyed the 
place, fo that we gave up all hope of reaching Ormux, from that port particularly, as 
the Khan had prohibited all intercourfe between the fliore and the iiland ; that in con- 
fcquence all the craft had been drawn on the ftrand, and that military were Rationed at 
all the places whither veffels wefe accuftomed to reforr, to prevent their landing. The 
intelligence which we received at. Chuchinlulion determined our waiting therefor an 
opportunity of taking water unperceived. The chief of the town informed us, .that 
bar ksfreq uently chine to different {puts which were not guarded,* to procure provender 
for thrir camels, and that otir only means of getting away would be by one of thefe ; we 
in ‘qonfequence promifed him a handfome reward if he would afliR us. vvljich induced 
Jlim to fend ffis brother and another perfon to watch for any boat which might arrive; 

t £» o 3St|*‘<!vdi(6'tvpf':the ing, the inhabitants of this part, who carry on 
a qijtd|diCrao» fjtbfe of Qpmtiz, beneficial to each, Rill maintain correfpdn- 
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might remain, wiiffe the other flioukl return to us with advice of where it was. On the 

1 6 th of November thefe two men departed at night, and we remained at Chuchiuiulion, 

retaining the camels we had hired. 

In the mean time we fwam in joy ; Madame Maani, who paffionately defired to have 
a child, communicated to me the pleafing intelligence of her being pregnant, and fancy 
pictured the happinefs I fhould find when, after terminating my travel;;, 1 fliould at 
length reach Italy and home. Our joy, however, was Ibmewhat damped upon the 
return of our meflengers with an account that tit ere was no likelihood of any more 
boats venturing on fliore. 

We waited yet fomt: time at Chuchiuiulion, till apprehenfive i f cauling urn afinefs to 
the chief of the town, and underflanding that the Shchor lari, which is die title of the 
governor of Moghoflan, dependent on tire Khan of Sidra::, was every day expected to 
pafs, from whom 1 might meet with impediment, I refnlved on leaving that town and _ 
retiring to a place of farcty, in cafe of the pafiage being flopped. Hearing, therefore, ■ 
that the Englifh caravan with fdk had taken refuge in Mina, the capital of Moghoflan, 
not to be expofed to the attacks of the Portuguese by their venturing unprotected near 
the court, we bent our way thither. After travelling five leagues on the road we came 
to a village of huts, built among palm-trees, called Duzrach, where we arrived in the 
morning 1 two or three hours before day, leaving it again an hour before night-fall ; and 
on Friday the 3d of December, having journeyed four leagues, we reached the finali 
fortrefs of Mina, built on a hill, under which is a village of huts in a wood of palms, 
where we unloaded our camels, and took repofe beneath the trees, waiting for lunrife, 
to feck where the Fnglifh were lodged. 

At break of day we learned that thefe gentlemen were lodged in a large houfe in the 
neighbourhood, which had a garden attached to it, and was the palace of the Khan of 
Shiraz. We font thitherto enquire for their interpreter Jacob, who formerly lived 
with me, and who acquainting the F.nglifh with our arrival, they deputed to me Mr. 
Robert Gifford, an old friend of mine, and a Catholic, with offers of fervice from their 
chief, prevented by indifpontion from waiting on me himfelf. Fie informed me at the 
fame time, that all hope of palling to Ormuz through their means was vain, as the orders 
of the King were fo ft riel that a bird was not fullered to go thither, much lefsp boat ; that, 
however, if 1 chofe to wait till the termination of the inveftiture of Ormuz by its capitula- 
tion, or a peace, which might foon follow the arrival ofthe Englifh fhips of war, then ex- 
pected, they would ufe all their influence in getting me a pafiage to forne port of Arabia ; 
if not direct to the fettlernents of the Portuguese, at leaf! to thofe of their neighbours 
and friends : and that finally, as a laft relburce, they would take me to Surat in India, 
whence 1 might either proceed with them to England, or travel thence by land 
to Goa. Seeing no remedy, therefore, I was conftraincd to abide at Mina, where, with 
permillion from the Englifh, in order to be more comfortable, I built myfelf a large 
houfe, after the manner of the country, of branches t>f palm interwoven, as our finali 
tents were not proof againft the rain, which fell unexpectedly on the two preceding 
nights, and in fuch abundance as to wet every thing beneath them, and oblige Madame 
Maani to fly in her fhift for flicker to the litter. My houfe, which in that country was 
a capital one, was completed in a day, and colt, materials and labour together, no more 
than thirty ,fliahi, ora fequin and a half (15s. flerling'). Op the 16th December I took 
the latitude of Mina, which I found to be 26° 35' N. 

We fuffered all of us from the bad air of Mina, and Madame Maani, being attacked 
by a fever, was prematurely delivered of a dead child, to our great affliction. Her 
fever, however, in fpite of every remedy continued to increafe, and in eight days after . 
* . Ihe 
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fbe paid the debt of nature, on the 30th December. Picture to yourfelf my fuflerings 
on the occafion ; the angui/h of my mind increafed the Jllnefs which confumed me 
daily, and finding ourfelves fo unpleafantly fituated here, as much from the malignity 
of the climate as the total abfence of all comforts and even of many neceffaries, we 
refolved on removing to Lar, notwithftanding it was fome days’ journey diftant ; and 
having had the body of my much lamented wife embalmed, I intended it to be entombed 
where, when it may pleafe God to tak,g me, my bones /hall be laid, I obtained per. 
million from the governor of the province to tranfport it wherever I might choofe to 
go. The firft and fecond day after our departure we encamped in a defart country, 
as our guides would not take the nearell way by the fea-fide, that they might avoid the 
bad and marfhy roads they would otherwife have to pafs, by which we came ; but after 
eroding the Mina river, they ftrctched away from the fea, lengthening our journey one 
.day by this circuit. On the third we arrived at Chuchuluiion. Thence, taking a 
different road to that by which we firft arrived there, the fourth day we reached Iflin j 
the fifth, after crofting a fait river, Kulhiar ; the fixth, Kaliuriftan, called fo from the 
profufion of kahur, or acacia-trees growing about it ; here, on account of the violence 
of my fever, we halted two days ; on the eighth we arrived at a caravanferai, called 
Guri bizirgon, or the merchant's tomb, in the neighbourhood of that at which wc 
lodged on coming ; on the ninth, after taking another road, we refted at a caravan* 
ferai, called Tenghi dalan, in a flat country ; the tenth at Chorinud ; the eleventh at a 
caravanferai, called Boadini ; the twelfth at another, called Bafili, or Vafili ; and on 
the thirteenth, which was the 30th of January, arrived at Lar. For my part, on 
reaching Lar, I was more dead than alive ; my fervants, however, were recovered 
by the change of air. At Lar I was placed under the care of an admirable phy- 
fician, who ihortly difmiffed my fever, and with his medicines and diet recruited my 
ftrength. 

The phyfician who preferibed for me, whofe reputation was great, perceiving by the 
converfation we had together that I was not an ignorant man, made a favourable report 
of me to feveral men of letters with whom he was intimate, and who ranked high in 
this city. Being a quiet place without any court, its inhabitants void of ambition, 
undiftracled by commerce, and not alarmed by the din of war, or peftered wfith mili- 
tary, are, as a confequence, prone to literature; and to fuch a degree that I can truly 
affirm, in no place vvhatfoever in Afia where 1 have been, nay, I may lay in the world, 
have 1 met with individuals fo learned and deep read in fcience as thofe of Lar. My 
acquaintance was much fought after, and much courtely was fhcwu ntc by them, as well 
during my illnefs as after my recovery. 

About the 20th of February I left my bed, but ftill was fo weak that I could not 
walk acrofs my chamber without the afliftance of a Hick. At this period there fell a 
little rain, the only time it had rained throughout the year ; whence you may judge of 
the temperature of this climate. 

The city of Lar is the capital of a great province, or kingdom, formerly poffefled by 
a fovereign who made himfelf independent, either juftly or unjuflly, till Abbas the 
reigning Shah made war againft him, about three-and-twenty years ago, rather 
front the pride of conqueft than cupidity ; and, after dethroning the Prince, carried 
him away prifoner to court, whence, after fome flight reproaches, he lent him back to 
Shiraz, to the Khan of the province, who had had the management of the war. This 
unfortunate Prince died on his way thither. Since that period this country has become 
united to the empire of Perfia. Lar is at prefent the refidence of a Sultan, dependent 
on the Khan of Shiraz.* The palace of Ibrahim Khan, w ho was formerly the fevereign 
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of this date, is af prefen t unoccupied, being referved for the Khan of Shiraz on his 
Occafional excurfions hitHer y it has a fquare in front of proportionate fize. The bazar 
begins at the extremity of the fquare oppofite to the palace, and is extremely long, 
extending in a right line ; is well built, arched over, of fufficient height, well propor- 
tioned, airy, and light. In the middle of the,ftreet is a dome, oppofite to which two 
other ftreets diverge, which make part of the bazar, forming a crofs. Beyond the 
market, at the end of this large Itreet, on the right hand, at one of the extremities of 
the city, I faw a caftle built on an eminence, which projc&s feme difiance into the 
plain, on each fide furrounded by walls alone, and of little confideration. 

On the 7th of March I took the latitude, which I found to be 27 0 ij' N. ; a great 
mathematician of this city, however, informed me, that the latitude was 27 [, fo that 
poflibly my obfervation was not fufficiently exatt. I noticed, that the greateft cold 
experienced here alfo is at the beginning of March ; it is, however, very tolerable, and 
laftsforfo Ihorta time, that before the conclufion of the month the city isfcarcely habit-' 
able, on account of fwarms of flies. At this period alfo orange-flowers, jafinine, and 
rofes make their appearance, and barley fhews itfelf in the ear. Water is very fcarco 
in this city, the only obtainable being rain-water ; which, as it does not rain in this part 
fometimes for years together, the inhabitants preferve when it falls in iinmenfe refer- 
voirs, capable of containing fufficient for feveral years duration. On the 2 1 ft of March, 
the feftival of Neurouz, or New Year’s Day, I noticed that a number of fhops were 
fhut, as well on that as for feveral fucceeding days ; upon enquiry, I found that none 
were allowed to exercile their calling until they had firft made their gift to the new 
governor, and obtained permiffion. Upon this being obtained, one of each trade pa- 
rades the ftreets, accompanied by fifes or flutes in token of joy. I faw a butcher, before 
whom certain people carried on their heads whole fheep ready cooked, and covered 
with laurel. This cultoin of baking whole animals at once is common in this country, 
and on fome occafions they bake one within another ; for example, a capon in a fheep, 
a fowl within a capon, and within the fowl again a fmaller bird : fuch a difli is called 
perian. This practice is very ancient, Herodotus mentioning it to have been practifed 
in his time. The people here are grievoufly burthened with taxes, and in coni^quence 
hold the King and the Kizilbaffii in utter abhorrence. 

At a feaft, to which I was invited by the Cady Roknetldin, I faw a fpecies of orange, 
which I had never before beheld cither in Afia or in Europe. Thefe oranges are large 
and handfome, of a flame-colour externally, and delicioufly fwcet ; what, however, is 
mod remarkable about them is their rind, much thicker than that of oranges in gene- 
ral, which is very tender, and is better eating even than the infide itfelf, being of a very 
plcafant fpicy flavour. I have preferved fome of the feed of them, as well as of fweet 
lemons, but doubt whether they may keep to Italy. 

On Wednefday, 8th of June, I left Lar in the night, on account of the extreme heat 
of the weather not admitting of our travelling by day ; and, after traverfing a mountain 
difficult to pafs, halted in the morning near a town called Kurdeh, on the margin of 
one of the large refervoirs which they are accuftomed to make in this country. The 
fields, on account of a want of water, although they had been, were not at prefent in a 
ftate of culture. The wind which blew was fo hot and burning, that it left traces of its 
courfe. ' On account of the violent heat having pulled 9ft' my trowfers, my legs thus 
being bare became inftantly red and inflamed, and caufed me to experience fo much 
pain that I was unable to put my feet to the ground, although at the fame time it was 
"-venomous the wind felt refrefhing. My fervants experienced fimilar effects from its 
influence with myfclf. The Perfian almanacs diftin&Iy' point out the time of its preva- 
* " ■ , lence, 
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Jenee, and call It bad feman, or the poifonous wind. Its baneful confequences, however, 
are confined to the more fouthern provinces. An hour* after funfet we continued our 
journey two leagues, as far as to a caravanferai in the neighbourhood of a town called Bir. 
We were conftrained to make very fhort ftages on account of the dearth of water 
through the country, none being to be. found except rain-water preferved in citterns. 
The next night, after riding two leagues, we ftopt in a narrow valley between fomelow 
mountains, where was a ciftern, the pjace was called Ghiclu Ghiende. Saturday night 
we travelled three leagues, and reached a place called Jezdcheft* inhabited by people 
who live in black tents like the Arabs, changing their quarters in fearch of herbage, 
but never removing from a fpace comprized within a fquare of two leagues. Thcfc 
people are Perfians, and our guides, whofe tents were pointed out to us with thofe of 
tjie reft, formed part of their number. At night-fall, continuing our way, we encamped 
on Monday morning in a delart country, by the fide of a pond, near certain fepulchres, 
which fhewed the place to have been formerly inhabited ; after paffing the day here 
under our tents we departed in the evening, and travelled an equal diftance with what 
we had done the night before, that is to fay, four leagues ; flopping at a place called 
Beni Miri. The following evening we journied on four more leagues, refting at a fmall 
walled town called Nefirabad ; the next day with difficulty, owing to our camels being 
weak from want of their aceuftomed barley and bran, we reached a town called Char- 
cuon, belonging to the Begum, or great Queen, and confequently independent of the 
Khan of Shiraz, notwithftanding it laid within his diftridt. Here we difeharged our 
camels, entirely exhaufted. Thurfday night we left Charcuon early, but did not arrive 
at PafTa till very late, owing to our guides having miffed the way. On our arrival at 
Paffa I refted beneath the fame tall cyprefs I had done in coming, but not with equal 
comfort ; I had loft what made the defart cheerful ; my Maani was no more. Look- 
ing over fomc garden walls, I perceived, bafking in the fun, an extraordinary number 
of tarantula, or lizards, four times as large at leaft as the largeft I had ever fecn in 
our country. 

On Sunday, 1 9th of .Tune, a little before dawn, fomewhat fatigued from having 
travelled five leagues the preceding night, we refted in one of the final! towns 
within the jurifdidlion of Selviftan, called Hafan Havafk, or of good air. Beginning 
again our courfe at night we made fix leagues, and halted among the Turkmans of 
Giganli, near the fpot where we pitched our tents before. The next night, four leagues 
brought us to the bridge of Paffa ; and thence two or three leagues more to Shiraz, 
where we arrived on Wednefday, 2 2d of June. I did not choofe, however, to enter 
the city, but turning a little opt of the high road into that which leads to Hifpahan, I 
difmounted near the mofque of the calantar under the trees by the water fide. 

On the 1 ft of July, I rambled a fhort diftance from where we took up our abode, to 
fee the tomb of Kogia Hafiz, an illuftrious poet of Perfia, whofe odes are in great 
celebrity. In a tolerably fpacious garden, ornamented by feveral works of architecture, 
the chief which prefented itfelf relembled a fmall chapel with a dome j within this place 
this exquifite poet is entombed. The fepulchre is large, and engraved all over fronv 
the top to the bottom with various charadters, and is loaded with epitaphs even about 
the bafe. The front is taken up with a mod excellent epigram on his name. On one 
fide’of this fepulchre are others of two difciples of Hafiz, and on the other*, that of a 
certain Seid, whofe name I have forgotten. The whole of the exterior court is full of 
fimilar tombs of lefs repute ; however the whole edifice was built in honour of the poet, 
and is called by the Mahometans Ziara, Such in Perfia is the eftimation in which men- 
von. ix. a of 
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of letters are held . Near where he is entombed, his book is preferred as a monument 
of his mind, which is called the Divan, and is written in letters of gold. It is not, 
however, that which was written by himfelf, and which formerly was preferred here ; 
the King having caufed that to be removed into his own library. I vifited here h'kewife 
the tomb of Sheik Saadi, another famous poet/ who befldes a Divan, or collection of 
poetry, wrote the Guliilan, and the Boftan. 

Many happy days and years to Signior Marius ! Long may he live for himfelf, and 
for the public j and with him all our common friends, whom I ialute affectionately. 


LETTER XVII. 

Combru. 

THE laft I wrote to you was from the gardens of Shiraz, on my way to Hifpahan, 
for the purpofe of taking my departure thence to Europe by the way of the defart and 
Turkey ; I have been prevented, however, from purfuing this plan, owing to the 
impoffibility of my meeting with camels for my baggage, owing to their being all 
employed in tranfporiing the booty made at Ormuz ; I, therefore, waited at Shiraz 
until by a courier 1 underftood that the Engliih were about to embark for Surat with 
their filk. Having therefore fo good an opportunity of vifiting India, I abandoned my 
firft projeCt of travelling through Turkey to Europe, as being replete with inconvenience 
and danger, and refolved on vifiting the fea-lhore a third time from Shiraz. I believe 
I omitted to ftate to you before that the Shiites, contrary to the opinion of the Turks 
and the Sonnites, hold it lawful to marry for a limited time j at the expiration of which 
the parties are free to feparate, or, if fatisfied with each other, may contract a lafting 
marriage. Such females as thus have married for a time and feparated are not, on 
that account, the lefs efteemed. Moft of the marriages at Shiraz are after this man* 
ner j and fuch is faid to be the difpofition for changing of the women of this city, that 
a curious tale is related, which is conftantly in every one’s mouth ; of two women 
who were intimate friends meeting together, one afked the other how long (he had lived 
with her prefent hufband, and being anfwered two months ; “ Poor creature,” faid 
the firft ; “ and how is it poflible you could endure one man fo long !” 

On the aeth of Auguft Shiraz was in a tumult of joy, upon the news arriving of 
the Shah having made conqueft of the city and province of Canduhar. It feems it 
capitulated fubfequent to the garrifon, and the chief of its inhabitants having abandoned 
it with their property. 

On the 26th of Auguft I left Shiraz for the fea-fhore, intending to pafs by Darab- 
ghierd, which 1 had not yet feen ; and continued the fame road we had travelled before 
as far as to Zirevan, arriving there on the 5th of September. On the evening of that 
day we took the road leading through Darabghierd,' leaving that which led through 
Deh Chair, by which we pafled the year before, and arrived there by day-break, having 
travelled four leagues. All I can tell you of Darabghierd is, that, from the form of its 
habitations, and a number of palm-trees growing in the place, it has more the appear- 
ance of a borough than a city, nothing but its great extent and its numerous popula- 
tion giving* it a fuperiority over the neighbouring towns. .It has only one remarkable 
beauty, which is a ftream running through the great fquare and market place, in the 
former of which it traverfes a finall bafon of water of a round form. The meaning of 
ice name, Darabghierd is, Darius endofed it with walls ( cinxit Darius ). The day of 

our 
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oar arrival ms /pent in receiving vilits ; and upon the approach of night we mounted our 
camels, and arrived on Thurfday at the peach-garden ot'Moghokiel ; and on Friday at 
the mofque of the tomb of an Imanzadi. On Saturday we halted under the palm- 
trees of the village of Furg, and refled on fucceflive nights at the town of Tafkvie, 
Seid Geuder, where we flopped all Tuefday, Peturgen, Dertenghi chehar rud, Guhne, 
Guri Bazirgon, and thence at Serzehi rizevon, where we found no inhabitant, every 
one having fled from fear of the foldiers, who in this quarter conduced themfelves 
very indifferently to what they are ufed when under command of the Shah. Here we 
quitted the road of Abibungher, and took that which runs fou h to Combru ; we 
palled in the night through a town called Chah Chakor without halting, making five 
leagues from our place or departure, at the end of which we encamped under the (hade 
of the luli dagheli, a tree whofe branches hanging to the ground take root and pro- 
duce a new tree, and this fo repeatedly as to form a foreft of arches, fufficient in fome 
inftances to fhelter an immenfe number of people. Its leaves are thick, oval, fome- 
what refembling thofe of the quince, but much thicker and larger. Its fruit is very 
fmall, of a greyifh fcarlet colour, but when quite ripe inclining to black ; the wood of 
it is extremely light. 

In the evening we left this natural houfe, and arrived at Combru two hours before 
day-light, on the 21ft of September. This place is large, fpacious and well peopled 
on the fea-fhore, and having now changed its mafter, has likewife changed its name, 
being now called Port Abaffi. In this city people of whatfoever religion they may be 
or country, *who refort hither to trade, are welcome, and have the free exercife of their 
religion. We lodged here in the houfe of a Jew, in whichjve met with every con- 
venience and accommodation as well in board as lodging. 

While remaining at Combru for the arrival of the Englifh, on the 4th of O&ober 
the city experienced four or five dreadful fhocks of an earthquake, which were 
repeated the fucceeding night fo violently as to throw down feveral houfes, with one 
of the towers of the fortrefs. 

I fend you this by Mr. George Strachan ; who for benefit of his health, affefted by 
his refidence at Mina, is about to go home to Lar, and afterwards to Hifpahan. 
Mentioning Lar, I have to obferve to you, that the coins of that province being of 
pure metal, difficult to counterfeit, aad taken by weight, pafs currently all over 
the Eafi. I falute you and all my friends ; to whom 1 befeech you to make my 
refpe&s. 

The author remained at Combru till the 15th of January 1623, when he left 
Perfia, embarking on board the Whale, an Englifh /hip bound for Surat. 
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AN ACCOUNT OF GEORGIA. 

Prefented to His Holincfs Pope Urban VIII. by Pietro delle Valle in 1627. 

T HE country at prefent called Georgia comprehends all that known to the ancients 
under the names of Colchis and Iberia, with part of Armenia, and poffibly of 
Albania. This trail:, according to Strabo, includes the country of the Mufcovites, for 
it extends in length from the moll eaftern extremity of the Black fea, where it begins, 
to the Cafpian ; it has towards the eaft only a frnall maritime diftri& of Albania, be- 
longing at tin's time to the Xing of Perfia ; in which are fituated the cities of Backu 
and Derbent, called by the Turks, Domircapi (Iron-gate), and defeending a little 
towards the South, a fmall portion of Shirwan, the capital of which is Schamachi, ap- 
parently a part of the ancient Media Atropatenis. A little towar^ the weft Georgia is 
bounded by the Black fea. North of it are the Cafpian mountains, branching from 
mount Caucafus and ilretching from one fea to the other, inhabited at this time by certain 
barbarians and thieves, called Lezghi, chiefly Mahometans, and fome very poffibly ftill 
idolaters or atheifts. It is not improbable they may be the Soani or Phthiropnages 
mentioned by Strabo. Finally, towards the louth it has for boundary that part of 
Armenia bordering on Media, and lower down on the moft weftern fide, towards Tre- 
bifond, if .1 nnftake not, fome part of Cappadocia. 

The whole of this country, throughout which the fame language is common to all 
the inhabitants, was governed formerly according to their account by one King, until 
he divided his dominions among his four children, all of whom he made fovereign' 
Princes. With the eldeft, however, to whom he gave the middle and better portion 
of the divifion, he left a certain pre-eminence above the others, whence this Prince is even 
now refpetted by all the reft, is confidered as the elder branch, and is honoured by the 
title of Mepet Mepe (King of Kings), the other princes taking the ftyle of Princes 
of Georgia only. 

The number of Princes at this time is fix ; /or in addition to the four of royal blood 
before mentioned, there are two others, who were chief minifters of the Mepet Mepe, 
and governors of two confiderable portions of his dominions on the Black Sea who 
revolting, feized upon and made themfelves abfolute lords of the provinces they go- 
verned. Acquiring in procefs of time, authority and reputation, they not only role 
to an equality, but formed an alliance with the others. At prefent they are all upon an 
equal footing^ and frequently intermarry ; remembrance is however yet kept up of the- 
diftin&ion of the Mepet Mepe, for when he mounts his horfe, the two princes formerfy 
his valfals and minifters, when by, are wont to hold tfie one the bridle the other the 
ftirrup as an acknowledgement of his fovereignty. As to the divifion of the country fince 
its partition into fix diftindt Sovereignties, the Mepet Mepe is lord of a dominion in the 
centre of Georgia, called in the language of the country Imeriti, the innermoft, the 
ftrongeft part of the whole, and undoubtedly the Iberia of the ancients. The n^jn«» 
t ol the reigning Prince of this part is Ghiorghi or George; on addrefling him, for ffiort- 
nefs fake, be is not called Mripet Mepe, the only name he figns, but Ghiorgi Mepe 
or King G orge. The Turks, however, for what reafon I am ignorant* call not 
only thft country but the ruling prince Baffi-yachivi, or bareheaded. - 

8 Eaftward 
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- Eajlwtrd of this Hate is another province called Kacheti, which, if I miftake not, 
forms a part of the ancient Iberia, and probably of Albania.* This is the dominion of a 
Prince defcended from the youngeft of the four brothers of the blood royal ; his re- 
fidence is the city of Zagain. Thefe princes, however, as well as the gentry of the 
country (for, unlike the ufual cu/lom of the eaft, the Georgians are diftinguilhcd by an 
hereditary nobiiiiy, and intermarry only according to rank as in Europe), thefe princes, 

I lay, as well as the gentry called Alnaures refide chiefly in and prefer the country, 
looking upon towns as fuirable only to’people following trades and commerce, which 
they confider beneath them ; and fo powerfully does this fentiment prevail among the 
Georgians, fuch even as are nor Afnaures, provided they be able to fubfilt otherwife, 
difdain to live in towns, and defpife all handicrafts and trade, leaving the exercife of 
thefe to foreigners, fuch as Armenians, and Jews, the number of whom in the country 
is very confiderable, and others of fimilar activity. 

As for them their chief occupation is arms, the ecclefiaftical profeflion, which, how- 
ever few among them follow, or, in which many are employed, the culture of their 
own eftates, which arc extremely productive not only of fruits of aN defeription, but 
alfo of filk which they colled in quantities. Moft of the inhabitants poflefs feme por- 
tion of land, and fo many being employed in the field was the caufe why they were 
termed Georgians by the ancient Greeks or hu/bandmen. From this pro* 

penfity of its inhabitants, the towns in this country are few in number and incon- 
iiderable, but the fields are well populated in every part, and covered with good 
houfes, although principally of wood. They have, -moreover, a number of chambers, 
\vell conftruded in themfelves, but commonly in but indifferent repair. 

The Prince who formerly reigned over this province of Kucheti is ftill living, but 
.deprived of his dominions, as I fliall hereafter relate, and is called Teimuraz: Abbas, 
the prefent King of Perfia, was friendly difpofed towards this prince, and on his wife 
dying fent to him father John Thaddeus tie St. Elizee, a barefooted Carmelite, at prefent* 
in Perfia, and at that time chief of the million, with compliments of condolance. 
Prince Teimuraz, who is of the Romifh communion, on that account, as well as from 
his being fent by King Abbas, fhcwccl him great civility, and was extremely affable to 
him ; "caufmg him to celebrate mafs in his principal church in prefence of the metro- 
politan, and intended himfelf to have been there on the occafion, but by fome means 
was prevented. He offered him alfo territory for the eflablilhment of a convent of his 
order, and to build a church upon in Ihort, the Prince himfelf as well as the metro- 
politan, whofename was Allah Verdi, a prudent man, and well affefted to the Holy 
See, exhibited an extreme attachment and refpcfl towards the Romifh church. 

Of the two Princes defcended from the two other brothers of the blood royal, the one is 
Sovereign of a dominion fouth of Kacheti and Imiretti. The name of the country is 
Cardel or Carduel. It forms part of the greater Armenia, the name of its capital 
Teflis. It formerly was fubjeft, (and even in the memory of our fathers) to Prince 
Simon, who died afterwards in prifon at Conftantinople, famous in hiftory for the wars 
he waged againft the Turks. This Prince, from the letters written by him to Paul III. 
of happy memory, if thofe letters were truly of his writing, as I believe them to have 
been, was evidently well affefted towards the Holy See. One of thefe letters, together 
with the note previoully addreffed by that Sovereign Pontiff to the Prince^ is inferted 
in a'book publifhed by Thomas de Jefus, a barefooted Carmelite, and entitled de pro-* 
cufruhd#- falute omnium gentium. 

Latterly, governed by Luarfab, a young Prince of great promife, the 

£randfon of the faid Simon, but fome few years ago, while I was in Perfia, he came to 

a wretched 
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a wretched end, being put to death in prifon, where he had been confined for feveral 
years, without leaving any iffup, not having confummated with the bride to which he had 
been betrothed. Hts principality came afterwards under the dominion of another 
Prince of his houfe, his nephew, or coufin, but a Mahometan, and not as an abfolute 
Sovereign, but in vaffalage under the King of Perfia, as 1 (hall defcribe. 

The other Prince defcended from the blood royal, held dominion over a country 
weftward, comprizing a part of Carduel : it bordered upon Armenia, Cappadocia, 
and the frontiers of Media. At prefent, this ftate no longer exifts, as will appear. 

The two laft Princes defcended from the minifters of whom I have fpoken, and not 
from the ancient Kings, poffefs dominions fituated on the Euxine or Black fea. The 
one towards the north isinafterof the country which lays between the Cafpian moun- 
tains and thofe of Dadian, (a word importing vagabond, from the way of life anciently 
followed by its inhabitants, refeinbling that of the Arabs), but of late years, fince this 
cuftom has been changed, the country is one of the fineft and beft cultivated in Georgia. 

This province, the ancient Colchis, is called by the Turks, Mingrelia. The Prince 
which reigns over it at prefent is young, his name to the beft of my recolle&ion, 
Levan. In 1615, a Jefuit from the eftablilhment at Conftantinople, who vifited the 
Chriftians of this country to inform hiinfelf of their difpofition, returned while I was 
yet at Conftantinople. I was with him without other company for three or four days, he 
being taken ill on his return of a contagious diforder which reigned in that city. The 
good father related to me that he had feen this young Prince, at that time, but twelve 
years of age ; that the mother, who lived in a coarfe, ruftic manner, governed during 
his minority; that he had induced the Prince into the church, to offer up the head of 
a wild boar which he had killed ; that the Prince had loaded him with kindnefs and 
Ihewed great attachment to him, but that for want of knowing the language of the 
country, and of any who could interpret for them, they were at a lofs to underftand 
each other ,and incapable of treating on any matters. Nothing beyond ha6 tranfpired 
of the journey of this Jefuit, either owing to his dying of the plague, or his papers being 
loft in a tempeft at fea. But I hope that his brethren at Conftantinople, as they are fo 
contiguous to this ftate, that a voyage thither may be effected in a week, or eyefln in 
lefs time in cafe of favourable weather, will not have given up the million ; poffibly, 
indeed, they may already have either deputed milfionaries, or be on the eve of fending 
fome. 

South of Mingrelia on the Black fea, and bordering on Cappadocia and Trebifond, 
reigns the remaining Prince not defcended from the ancient Kings. This 'ftate called 
Guriel, is in my efteem either a part of Cappadocia or (^olchis. The Prince's name 
I think, is Jefe. Of his family, I believe, is the Metropolitan now at the head of the 
whole of the Georgian church not fubjeft to the King of Perfia. Over that part de- 
pendent on the latter which lays more towards the eaft, there is another primate no- 
minated by that Sovereign. The laft fucceeded to tHat Allah Verdi, whom 1 before 
have mentioned ; and was living while I was in Perfia. A different one called hkewife Allah 
Verdi, (if that name be not rather an appendage to the perfon holding the primacy), 
had a filler, at prefent in exiftence in Perfia, whither Ihe was tranfported together with 
numbers of her nation on occafion of that famous tranfmigration of the Georgians, on 
which i ftiall touch as I proceed. This lady married the fon jaf a lifter of the old Allah 
“Verdi deceafed. She has two lifters, one of which was go flip with me. I, having ftood 
as fponfor for three of her fons brought thither on the migration fror^ Georgia., .They 
are at prefent living in Jiifpahan, where they have refided a number of years in a very 
wretched manner, as I was witnefs to, fuffeiing every privation rather than apofiatize, 
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the King refuting them any allowance, but upon conditioi) of their changing their 
religion. They fupported their mifery with great patience, notwithftanding they had 
been educated m Georgia in profufion and grandeur, and after having difpofed of all 
they had brought from their own country, they were fupported by their labour, and 
occafionally by alms from the monks at Hifpahan. Thefe good lathers continually 
prote&ed them as well as jhe other Europeans relident there, each as long as we re- 
mained in that city relieving them to thn extent of his ability. 

Georgia has exifted alinoft conftantly from early time in the manner I have here 
defcribed. As to temporalities, it has ever maintained itfelf independent, which is 
certainly a prodigy, its fituation between the two great empires of Perfia and Turkey 
being confidered, and the inveteracy they have conftantly fliewn againft it, rather on 
account of the religion of its inhabitants, than for any other caufe; that they Ihould 
fo have upheld themfelves, divided by party differences as its Princes frequently have 
been, almoft without knowlege of artillery, with few or no fire-arms, with fo finall a 
number of i'ubjefts compared with their opponents, and what is above all, without the 
means of receiving fuccour from any other power, owing to their infulated pofition. 
Thefe colle&ive circumftances evince in their governors a great portion of courage ; 
while, in fpite of all attempts at opprefling them, with their fovereignty they have 
even to the prefent day upheld themfelves, as have their fubjetts alfo, true votaries of 
the Chriftian faith. On this account it appears to me not only that they deferve great 
praife, but that the church itfeif is highly indebted to them for the bravery and 
prowefs they have exhibited in the wars they have waged at one time with the Per- 
lians, at another with the Turks, frequently defeating their armies ; and efpecially 
for the conftancy with which they have defended and preferved the pure religion of 
Jefus. 

In the prefent age, either as a punifhment for their fins, or othertvife by permiflion 
of the Moft High, the Georgians have been forely oppreffed ; and that, more than 
to any other caufe, owing to their diforganization and feuds : hence, notwithftafiding 
they yet have considerable power, they have loft a great part of that they formerly 
poffelTed- For, of the fix Princes which I have defcribed, one defeended from their 
ancient Kings, whofe dominions bordered on Armenia and Cappadocia in the neighbour- 
hood of Tabril and the confines of Media, and who ferved againft his will, at one time 
in the armies of the Turks, at another in thofe of Perfia, in their continual wars, had 
his territories by degrees incorporated with thofe of the Turks, who finally feized upon 
the whole of them, under the vain pretext of his being the fomenter of thefe troubles. 
I am told that there yet exifts » young Prince of his family who lives at the court of 
the Grand Signior, foliciting there in vain, as an indemnification for the dominions 
ravifhed from him, the government of fome province. 

Of late years, upon a frefh war breaking out between the Perfians and Turks, 
fhortly before my travelling into Perfia, two other Georgian Princes of the ancient 
royal houfe were fpoiled of their principalities ; and, although not utterly ruined, were 
reduced to a wretched condition. Poflibly, however, fome new revolution, which is 
not unlikely to happen, may reinftate them. Thefe two Sovereigns arc the Princes 
Teimuras and Luaifab, both whom, their territories laying on the frontiers of Perfia, were 
in meyfure dependent on that empire. The greater part of the Princes of Georgia even 
were accuftomed to receive their education at the court of that power, and, thefe two 
latter paffed feverq} years of their infancy there. In the war of which I fpeak, while 
peace was negotiating between the Perfians and Turks ; whilft yet the armies of either 
’ under 
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power were in prefence of each other, and while, whom thefe Princes depended on 
was yet under difcuflion, each claiming them as his vaflals, the King of Perfia affirmed' 
to the Turkifh ambaffador that they conftantly owned allegiance to him, and. that 
as a proof they waited on him in his camp as often as required. The ambaffador, 
who would not allow his claim, anfwered, that if they were thus fubmiffive, it might 
be proved by his fummoning them at the inftant. 

Upon this the King fummoned them, but thefe Princes, feeing the Turkifh army fo 
dofe upon them, were fearful of declaring themfelves, and prevaricated firft with one 
then with the other, excufing themfelves handl'oniely towards the Perfians, but re- 
fufing to enter their camp. "This piqued the Perfian exceedingly, and brought him 
into a degree of difrepuie among the Turks ; he, however, diffemblcd his refentraent 
at the inftant, as he could do no other ; but after the Peace was concluded and the 
Ottoman army withdrawn, he, by his ufual intrigues, managed to effort a difunion 
between Luarfab and Teimuraz, fuch even as almoft to engage them to refort to arms, 
notwithstanding their affinity, for Teimuras had efpoufed as a fecond wife the filler of 
Luarfab ; extremities, however, were prevented, while their two armies were on foot, 
by the interpofition of certain noblemen, their vaflals, who reprefented to and fatisfied 
them of the divifion being fomented by the King of Perfia, for the purpofe of ruining 
both. Upon looking into the intrigue, they difeovered that this King had fecretly 
conveyed a letter or order to either, couched in the felf fame terms, exhorting each to 
attack, make away with the other, and feize upon his dominions, in which attempt he 
pledged to fuccour him, and maintain him in poffeflion of the territories he fhould 
conquer : profeffing to each he addreffed the ftrongeft friendfhip and the greateft aver- 
fton to his adverfarv, on many accounts which he fuggefted. Notwithftanding this 
elucidation, fo eafy of deception is this nation, it failed to put them on their guard, or 
teach them wifdom. 

In addition to this, the King fomented difeord between Teimuraz and his mother, 
or at leaft excited miftruft. This princefs, called Ketevan Dedupali, or Queen 
Ketevan, poffeffed great abilities, was of exemplary condurt, related to Luarfab, and 
being a widow, had governed the ftatc for years during the minority of Teimuraz; and 
had valiantly defended it againft Conftamine Menfa her coufm, a Mahometan Prince,, 
who, upon the death of her hufband, Daud, the brother of Conftantine, had mercilefsly 
and cruelly maflacred her old faihcr Alexander. After him another brother attempted 
an invafion of the Rate, and would have fuccecdcd but for her giving him battle, 
defeating him, and putting him to death, together with a number of perfohs who fup- 
ported him. Upon thefe fevcral accounts fhe was exceedingly efleemed and loved 
by the people. The King of Perfia, to excite miftruft in the mind of Teimuraz, infi- 
nuated that his mother intended to marry a certain officer, whom, for his valour and 
prudence, fhe had employed in different departments of the government ^ and that in 
j'uch cafe, fhe would contrive the ruin of Teimuraz, ’lor the purpofe of fecuring the 
principality to the children fhe might have by her fecond hufband. 

Teimuraz nourifhing this idea, and ignorant of the fnare laid for him, put this 
officer, the bell flay of his country, to death, and withdrew all authority from his 
mother ; afterwards this young man, unexperienced and not beloved by his nobility, 
found himfelf encircled with trouble. For the King of Perfia excited frefh difeontent 
n the flate, and rendered him contemptible in the eyes of the nobles, on account of his 
being a child, treating them on their vifits to Perfia with the greagrt diftin&ion and 
familiarity, making them ccnfiderabie prefects, and in every thinj which regarded 
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their religion, admitting perfect toleration ; fo that by degrees they became attached 
to this monarch, weaned of their affection for their natural fovereign, and efteemed as 
the height of felicity their having him for lord. 

After employing 1 ‘uch artifices for feme time, the King of Perfia, in 1613, fell all at 
once upon Georgia with a larger army, .under pretence of Teimuraz having married 
the Princefs Kaurafhian, filler of Luarfab, who had previoufly been promifed to him. 
Wherefore, on his arrival upon the frontiers of the dominions of Luarlab and Teimu- 
raz, he ordered thefe two Princes to repair to his camp, to render account of this and 
bring him the bride, flating his firm refolution of poffefiing her, and infilling on the 
difiolution of her marriage with Teimuraz, which already had been confummated y as if 
fuch a practice were allowable with the Chriflians as wiih the Mahometans. 

The Georgian Princes were afloniflied at this unexpected fummons, and what aug- 
mented their confufion was the treachery of a number of noblemen, who afforded a 
free paffage to the trqops of Perfia, and introduced them into the heart of the country ; 
into which, without this perfidy, from the natural fortifications which furround it, and 
its dilliculr pafles, it would have been impolfible for him to have penetrated. Thefe 
Princes, exceedingly perplexed, knew not what mcafures to adopt, and Luarfab, the 
moll (iinple of the two, refolving on obedience, furrendered himfelf, and was font by 
the Perfian into the province of Allerabad, on the Calpian Sea, a confiderable diitance 
f rom Georgia, where he was placed under the care of the khan ol that province, and 
treated rather as a guefl than a prifoner, being allowed to go wherever he cliofe. d ue 
King of Perfia did not commit anv devallation upon or even enter the territories of 
Luarfab, but eftablifhed there as a governor 011c Riarei, or Bagred Mirza, either an 
uncle or coufin of Luarfab, who had fome years before turned Mahometan in Perfia. 
He had a Ion a Modem as well as his father, but born in this religion, who governed 
in that country when I was there, not indeed as a fovereign prince, but as a khan and 
vaflfal of the King of Perfia, the better part of whofe forces were commanded by 
officers of the Chrillian faith, which Iikewife was the religion of the chief part of his 
fubjc&s. 

After Luarfab had refid ed in this manner for fome years in Aflerabad, that he might 
be more fecure of his perfon, the King of Perfia caufed him to be removed to Farfiltau, 
or Perfia Proper, one of the provinces the moll diflant from Georgia, where he was 
dofely confined for fome time in a lbrtrefs, at a Ihort diflance from the capital, called 
Shiras. At laft in 1621, or about that time, when lus lubjefts had the greateft hopes 
of his liberation, and the King appeared moll anxious to fee and be favourable to him, 
exactly the reverfe occurred. For this fovereign all at once was difgufted wiih the 
Prince, in confequence of the* revengeful infinuaiions of one Murza, a man of highefl 
confidcration among the Georgians, and very powerful, whofe filler Luarfab had 
either promifed to marry, or after marrying had repudiated, who porfuaded the King, 
with whom he was high in favour, that he never could maintain a fecure and peace- 
able pofleflion of the dominions of Luarfab as long as he lived ; for being fo well be- 
loved by his people, they would con ft ant ly nourilh hopes of feeing him again their 
fovereign, as long as he exifted, their hearts and good-will being* wholly his,. Infti- 
gated by this motive, or elfe from the difeovery of a conipiracy about this time among 
the Georgians to deftroy him, Abbas refolveJ on quafhing their hopes, which, in calc 
of any infurre&ion, might caule thefe people to appear in array againll him, and caufed 
Luarfab to be ftrangled in prifon with the bow-ltring. 

Teimuraz was fffire cautious, never trufting himfelf to the cuflody of the King of 
JPerfia, declaring when cited, that he was apprehenfive of Ins anger, as he was 

vol. ix. s ^ offended ) 



1*30 VIBTILO DELLE VALLE*S TRAVELS IN PERSIA, 

offended ; that it was impoffible for him to part with his wife, as neither the Chriilian 
religion nor his own honour allowed him to give her up to another ; but in order to 
fai isfy him of his fubmiffion, he feat to him his own mother with his two unmarried 
filters, and two young children, his offspring by the lady conteded. This meafure was 
adopted by Teimuraz under expectation that the Lady Keievan, his mother, a woman 
of confummate ability, and who had feveral times before negotiated different affairs in 
Perfia with rhe King, with whofe manner and ^ifpofition die was perfe ily acquainted, 
would be able to appeafe that Monarch, and procure him peace. The meafure, how- 
ever, was fruitlefs, the King being inexorable, and appearing to be padionately attached 
to the Princefs Kauralhian, well knowing that Teimuraz neither could nor would 
liften to the infolent propofal made to him of giving her up, he infilled on Teimuraz 
appearing before him. Bu' as the Prince refuled obedience, the King retained the 
Princefs Ketevan, and font her, together with her children and grandchildren, to the 
city of Shiras, where, when I was there, fhe was maintained with the refped due to 
her rank. After this the King of Perfia entered Georgia with his army, that is to fay 
the province of Kacheti, dependant on Teimuraz, which was made acceflible by the 
treafon of feverable nobles, who fided with him in hopes of great rewards, and opened 
to him the mod: difficult paffages through the mountains. 

Teimuraz perceiving his enemies all at once in the midft of his country, without any 
army on foot to oppofe them, or time to raife one, was fearful of trufting himfelf to 
fubjeds whofe fidelity he had full reafon to fufped, and having no other refource, he, 
with his wife and a number of Georgians, who faithfully adhered to him, betook 
themfelves to flight ; firft taking refuge in the more interior and dronged part of 
fhe country of Imcrite, where this Prince firlt reigned, and afterwards flying to Odifci 
or Dadian. 

Many noblemen under falfc hopes voluntarily fubmitted to the King of Perfia, and 
apoftatizing enrolled themfelves under his banners. Others of more generous difpo- 
fition, but who had no time to fly, were overcome by force. Thus the whole people, 
in immenfe numbers, became the prey of the lpoiler. 

The King, upon his entrance into Georgia, after obferving the natural ftrength of 
its fortifications, and refleding on the injury to which he would be expofed from the 
inhabitants provided they fhould become united and under a good government, was 
not only undefirous of retaining the country, but conceived it bed to withdraw 
thence the whole of his army as loon as poffible. He was, however, unwilling to mils 
the. advantage he obtained by the fubjugation of ftich a numerous people, of infinitely 
greater value than the country itfelf ; and duly weighing the defolation which would 
follow the entire depopulation of a whole province, he cAufed all the inhabitants, males 
as well as females, to leave their houfes, noblemen as well as plebeians, young and old 
of all dclcriptions, caufing them to take with them their moft valuable effects, as many 
as they could, and placing them in front of his army, -he marched them rapidly into his 
own dominions, afterwards diftributing them among thofe provinces farthed from 
Georgia, the thinned of inhabitants. Hence the provinces of Kherman or Caramania, 
Mazanderan, on the" Cafpian Sea, and feveral others of that empire, are now princi- 
pally inhabited by Georgians and Circaflians ; for a number of Circaffians but a {hurt 
time before, from a dearth of provilions in their own country, paffed into thqt of 
Teimuraz, and became the vaffals of this Prince in common with the Georgians, 
living and intermarrying with them. Thele, therefore, were treated in the fame man- 
xiar as the Georgians, and, alike difperfed over the different proviiPfe of Perfia, enjoy 
equal liberty with the other fubjeds of the crown. Although they are found in many 
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other provinces, in Farfiftan and Mazanderan, they are in fuch numbers, that through- 
out whole cities and dtftrids there are no other inhabitants. * For their fubfiftence the 
King grants them lands, for which they pay, in common with the Mahometan fubjedts, 
an inconfiderable fine. Thefe people, who form the chief of the inhabitants of thefe 
provinces, preferve their religion, which, however, is very grofs Chriftianity, owing to 
their having no priefts or minifters to inftrudt them, or at Jeaft fo fmall a number as to 
be infufficient for the tuition of fuch 9 multitude of people varioufly difperfed ; and 
even fuch as thefe are fo ignorant themfelves, as to be of little utility. Many noble- 
men, however, impatient of hard/hips, and mo ft of the foldiers, with feveral among the 
peopla, moved by ambition and avarice, in order to participate the bounty of the King 
largely dealt out to thofe who change their religion, and again numbers induced by 
neceflity, have turned Mahometans, and ftill continue to do fo. By means of thefe 
the army of Abbas has been frequently augmented ; he employing thefe ferfs, as they 
are called, as a counterpoife againft and to reft rain the infolence of the Quifilbafhi. 
The number of thefe renegadoes in his fervice, exclufive of Armenians and Circaf- 
fians, is computed at 30,000, all embodied together. Some of them hold commands 
in the army, have governments, and have rifen to various dignities, even to thofe of 
fultans and khans. 

Diftindt from thefe Georgians, who are free in Perfia, there is moreover an infinite 
number not only of the common people, but of the nobility, who in the diiorder confe- 
quent on the irruption of the Perfians into their country, were made flaves by the Per- 
fians. So many are there of this defeription, that there is not a houfe of any confe- 
quence in Perfia but is full of men and women of this country. Not a fatrap but has 
his wives entirely of the Georgian nation, the women of that country being famous for 
beauty, and even the King has fcarcely any other for his attendants, his palaces {warm- 
ing with them, as well females as men. All of thefe nearly have abjured their reli- 
gion, either in fad: or in femblance, under the imprefiion common among them, that 
God knowing the fecrets of the heart, it is enough they fliould remain faithful inter- 
nally to their religion, and that it matters not what profeffion they exteriorly make. 

This unfortunate meafure of tranfporting the inhabitants of Georgia was attended by 
the molt dreadful diforders and exceffes. Murders, people dying of ftarvatinn, rob- 
beries, rapes, children ftifled in defpair by their own parents, or thrown by them into 
rivers, others mafiacred by the Perfians for want of good complexions, others again 
torn from their mothers’ breafts, and thrown into the ftrects and highways, to become 
the prey of wild bcafts, or be trodden to death by the horfes and camels belonging to 
the army, which fqr a whole day together trampled upon carcafes : fuch is the picture 
of this {hocking expedient ; Sind afterwards, how agonizing the feparation of parents 
from their children, hufbands from their wives, brothers from their fillers, divided 
from each other, and forwarded to different provinces ! So numerous wore thefe 
wretched ruined people on this vocation, that they were publicly fold at a cheaper rate 
even than beafts. But let us draw a veil over this frightful feene, and proceed to {peak 
of Teimuraz. After wandering for feveral days in the territories of the other Princes 
of Georgia, he at laft withdrew to the Turks,- among whonj he ’atterly continued to 
dwell, receiving from the Grand Signor, as I was informed, the government of the 
city of Cogni, with foine lands in Cappadocia, inhabited principally by Chriftians of the 
Greek church, the revenue from which government frve. for his fupport. He has 
continually endeavoured and ftill feeks to be revenged on the King of Perfia. He it 
was, who, in 16* was the mitigation of that great army of the Turks and Tatars 
penetrating into Perfia, in which expedition he accompanied it. This army made 
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greater progrefs into Perfia than any one had ever done before, almoft reaching 
Ardebil, a fan&uary of th6 Pqrfians, and the place of fepulture of the reigning dynafty 
of that country, which Teimuraz was ardently defirous of deftroying, to avenge hint- 
fell for the dcftru&ion of the churches in Georgia. In this war, the mod perilous of 
any in which Abbas was ever engaged, I accompanied him. The Turks, however, from 
bad conduct, want of fkill and courage, did not reap the advantage they might have 
done upon the occasion, and iinally concluded, as is commonly the cafe with them, by 
efrecling nothing ; nay, their retreat rather reiembled a flight, a number of their men 
being cut olF, winch cau/ed the Pcrfian to return to court in triumph, Teimuraz rt ‘pair- 
ing to his government. Since then he lias remained quiet, waiting a more opportune 
uidant, which, at t he furtheil , mult occur on the death of Abbas , whom he has every 
d-ancc of furviving, being much the younger of the two, and of which he is ibcure, 
owing to the difappointmuit thedo Georgians have experienced in their expectations, 
who apedatized in Perfia after their treachery to Teimuraz; the King not having 
requited them as they wiflied, nor treating them any longer with the fame kindnefs he 
did before they became his vailals, nor in matters of religion acting as they cxpc&ed, 
receiving none into his fervice, nor affording to any one, whether noble or a foldier, 
the lead aflniance, other than on condition of turning a Mahometan. For thofe rea- 
sons the Georgians look on him with difgud, and repent their conduft, fo much fo 


even, that they exclaim openly they have been deceived, and that if the pad could be 
recalled, they would ad diflerently. Hence, I doubt not, although Abbas as a prudent 

a u i_ . ..vi . . ° i , , l i. 



eventually i fleet great things in Perfia, nay poffibly affume the fucceffion: againfl this, 
tlien'is Lut the natural temper of his people, fickle and prone to change. Nor will 
it any ways iurpnfe me, it the dominions of Luarfab fliould again become fubject to 
fome Chridian Prince, cither by the abjuration of Mahomet anil in on the part of the 
prelent governor, or by the people depofing him and placing fome Chridian on the 
throne, fimilar re volutions not being unufual in Georgia. 

1 he Princefh K* levan, the mother of Teimuraz, was, as I have noticed before, con- 
dueled to Shims with her two grand-children. While 1 was there flic redded dill in 
that cit), and was treated with groat rcipecl. She, with all her family, confiding of a 
number of male and female attendants, remained firmly attached to the faith of Ohrid, 
observing all the duties of religion as well as l he was able; but at that jime die had no pried 
with hei , oi any regular mimiter of her country to fulfil ifs duties. On this account, one' 
of her attendants oiliciated, attached, as f conceive, to the church by fome degree, as he 
was a good Chiiitian, and being looked upon as fudrby the Muilulmcn, they were 

' h purpnjf they aeculed him of fome weighty crime, 
prove it, pm him to d*afh, bunting him alive at Shims. 

ring Wx late with resignation. 
bfc managed the whole affairs 


felicitous of removing him ; tor w 
and luborning falle witnefihs t< 

lie met death with condancv, firm in his faith, and bea 
As for the other desk (he had with her when l was then.*, 

of the houfh Id a.s an intendam, and was rather a courtier than a divine; and, whether 
owing to ign umucv err any other caufe 1 know net. he never laid mafs. She had *vith 
a monk, but merely a novice; of his order/and a lay brother, wf*o was 
> ■ ■, however, the Carmelites and Auguflin friars have now a convent 
' s hn‘reg 1 doubt not they will have afforded confutation to the Princefs, 
the faith, particularly as they were never wanting while 1 
1 o was 
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was there in rendering her affi (lance in temporal matters, as Jong as (he lived, I fay 
as long as (he lived, for in paffing through Baflbra fome months ago, l received intelli- 
gence of the death of this Princefs on the aad of September, 1624. She fuffered mar- 
tyrdom in a moft cruel and glorious manner in the city of Shiras, by order of the King 
of Peril a, on account of her perfiflance in the faith. I am ignorant wherefore they were 
folicitous of forcing a renunciation upon her, and can fay nothing of the particulars ; 
for them I refer to the memoirs of Father Gregory Orfini, a Dominican, the vicar 
general of Armenia, who in his travels paffing through Perfia (hortly before me, at a time 
tliis newly happened, gave a relation of the circumftance. This Father was at Baflbra 
when I met him, and heard of it from his mouth , and thence he afterwards brought a 
minute detail of the matter with him to Rome. As for the grand-children of this 
princefs, the one called Levan, the other Alexander, they were brought up by the King, 
who would never fuller them to fee their grandmother, as he educated them in Iflamifm, 
left die fhould convert them, notwithflanding they refilled in the fame city. The 
fame year linn Tearful) was put to death in prifon, Abbas cauled them both to he caf- 
trated, detirous of ddlroying in them, with all hopes of pofterity, any defire they might 
conceive of returning to the country of their anceftors. 

In my time, the grandmother, not to hurt her feelings, was kept ignorant of this cir- 
cuniflancc ; and, on having occafion to fee her domeftics, they enjoined me the firfl 
thing not to mention it. Teimuraz has, however, other children by his lecond wfte, 
boys as well as gii is : Providence not allowing, poffibly, that his family (hould be wholly 
ex tin ft. When fome months buck I was at Aleppo, news had arrived there that 
Teimuraz, on account of being urged by the Turks to turn Mu flu I man, had fought 
refuge in Mufcovv with a Chriftian Prince, as well as himfelf a Jeftary of the Greek 
church, after which he attempted but fruitlefsly through his interference, he being on 
intimate terms with the King of Perfia, to obtain the liberation of his mother. It was 
even laid that this interference was the caufe of Abbas infilling on her apoflafizing, as 
in cafe of her turning Mahometan it would juflify his refufal, or objecting would give 
a colour to his putting her to death. However this may be, the latent (parks of hatred 
in the bread of Teimuraz were kindled into a flame upon this ncw r outrage, and, joined 
by the Mufcovitcs, he breathed nothing but war and revenge. Thefo, moved to pity 
and indignation at fuch an atrocity, afforded him aid, and taking his route through 
Cireaffia and by the Caucafian mountains, which lay between Georgia and Mufcovy, 
this Prince re-entered Georgia, and not only in his own country but alfo in that of the 
murdered Luarfab had attacked the Perfians with great hopes of iuccefs ; the way 
being paved for him by a tc;rrible flaughter of Mahometans, on the part of the fame 
lvloura, chief of the Georgians, and a renegado, who, as I have before related, was the 
firfl inftigator of all their calamities, and governed this country for the young Prince, 
in the hands of the King of Perfia. Mourn at length becoming fufpefted by Abbas, 
from the great authority he poileffed, the wily King intended to pur him to death ; tills, 
however, being difeovered by Moura, he repented his conduft to Luarfab, and forgave 
the injury he had received, already loo amply revenged. It is fa id he has renounced 
Iflamifm, and made profeffion anew of Chrftianity ; that, by a piece of artifice, he has 
defiroyed feveial 'general officers belonging to the Perfians, who had (hortiv before ar- 
rived in that country, aijd either dethroned or put to death the young •Mahometan 
Prince. He is, it is further faid, indultrioufly employed in rendering Teimuraz fove- 
reign of all thofe countries, and delivering his nation entirely from the lyrannv of 
Perfia, and the religion of its falfe prophet. ’Phis news, • however, I do not rive Kn 
(aft, but relate it merely as it w r as current. 
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Nothwithftanding the misfortune which, as I have related, befel Teimuraz and the 
murdered Luarfab, the dominions of the latter are on their old footing, ftill governed 
by a relative of his family, but a Mufiultnan and a fubjett of Perfia, unlefs the laft- 
mentioned news be true, and it be relieved from his yoke. Teimuraz is ftill alive, 
although deprived of his dominions ; his cou’ntry and his children enflaved by Peilia, 
his mother martyred, and part of his territories depopulated and laid wafte. In 
fhort, hitherto he waits for what fortune or ’rather Providence may have in ftore for 
him. 

There are three other Georgian Princes, that is to fay, of Imeriti, Odiflii, and Guriel, 
who have conftantly flourilhed, and continue to do fo, preferving their dominions in 
profperity, without fullering from the Mahometans. The territories of the two Princes 
of Odilhi and Guriel lay on the Black Sea, fomewhat expofed indeed to attack from 
the naval power of the Turks ; but polfefting, in confequence of their pofition, the ad- 
vantage of a confiderable trade in filks and other articles with Conftantinople and the 
whole of Greece. In order to keep friends with fuch powerful neighbours, and that 
they may have no moleftation from them, they profefs a dcpcndance on Turkey, and by 
dint of prelents and continual lervices manage to fecure for thentfelves peace and tran- 
quillity. They, however, never admit the Turks into their country to aflame command, 
nor allow a paffage even for their army to any other part. On the contrary, 4. hey 
preferve fuch perfect liberty, that notwkbibnding the Polifh ColTacks, who dwell at the 
mouth of the Dnieper on the Black Sea, be conftantly inimical to the Turks, and are 
ever injuring them, the Georgians neverrhelefs receive them as friends, being Chriftians, 
and intermarry with them ; nay it is laid that the King of Poland maintains a friendly 
intercourfe and correfpondence with them, and that veflels frequently traffic between 
the two countries, a circumftancc likely to be of great confequence to the Georgians, 
the Coflacks at prefem being mailers of the Black Sea, and very powerful ; add to which, 
the King of Poland by means of this lea, in cafe of their being dilturbcd by the Per- 
fians or Turks, might render them affiftancc, and thefe again be of lervice to the Colfacks, 
the ports of the countries aifording fecure retreats to cruizers, in their different ex- 
peditions. Moreover, it is not iir.nofiible that their pofition may in feme future time 
be highly advantageous, ffiouid any great enterprife be undertaken hereafter by the 
Europeans againft Conftantinople, m facilitating an attack upon it by fea as well as by 
land. 

.As for the dominions of the Prince of Imeriti, from their laying more in the heart of 
the country, farther dillant from the Perftans and Turks, and being will defended on 
all fides by mountains, rivers, and difficult paflages, he is independant of either one or 
the other ; exteriorly indeed he pretends friendlhip to both, at the fame time miftrufting 
each, and admitting neither one nor the other to march their armies through his 
territories. In this he fliews his policy, as either, on .account of difference of religion, 
would ruin him if he could : for the Mahometans, notwithftanding they prolefs and 
appear to be friendly to Chriftians under their government, never tolerate them except 
when induced by intyreft or neceffity, and incapable of adding otherwile ; for ultimately 
they have ever ended in exterminating them, as the cale with the Greeks of Conftan- 
tinople, of more recent date with the Jate Kings of Hungary, and in various ojdier 
inftances known to all the world. • , 

After thus having rendered a full account of the temporal condition of Georgia as I 
found it, 1 fhall nou fpeak outlie fpiritual. The Georgians at a very early period em- 
braced the faith of Chrift, fo which they were converted by a foreign female Have, about 
the year 330. By tins Have many great miracles are faid to have been performed ; • 
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her name, however, is unknown, even to the inhabitants of the country, notwithdand- 
ing they have retained her hiftory ; her only denomination in our martyrology being 
that of Serva fanta Chri/ii. From the Greeks, I believe,’ they firft received the faith 
in the time of the Emperors of Condantinople, and in confequence adopted the Greek 
ceremonies; thofe they now obferve. The office of the church is read in their own 
language, which is written in two forts of characters, the one called C.udfuri, ufed in 
churches and for their facrecl books, the other Chedroli, for common life ; and although 
this be not the character of the church,' the holy books are neverthelefs written in it 
for the benefit of feculars. The Georgians have conflantly followed the tenets and 
ritual of the Greek church, and poffibly are yet involved in its errors. Among the 
Greeks, indeed, thefe are lefs numerous than in the other of the eallcrn churches, and 
the Georgians admit even fewer poffibly than the Greeks ; but as they form a nation little 
addi&ed to ftudy, arms being their chief occupation, they are confequcntly ignorant, 
and but few among them pay attention to thefe matters, living like good Chriftians in 
the faith. As, however, there are fome of their country much more addicted than the 
Greeks to the examination of their own books, it follows, that one meets with an invincible 
ignorance in them, which is excufable. Moreover, being uninformed of the latter councils, 
after the holding of which the Greeks ftill retained certain errors from which the Georgi- 
ans continue free, (as is juflly remarked by Baronius in his Martyrology, and Gabriel 
Prateolus in his Catalogue alphabetique des Heretiques~), they {land more juftified for thofe 
to which they adhere than the Greeks. In addition to this, they are free from the prefump- 
tion of the Greeks with refpedh to the fupremacy of the church ; and notwithftanding 
they in certain matters acknowlege the Patriarch of Condantinople, they are not fubjedt to 
him, appointing their metropolitan among themfelves, nor fuffering any jurifdidHon on his 
part over their church. They have likewile a great rofpect for Rome, St. Peter and 
St. Paul, much reverence for the Pope, and are void of that averfion entertained by the 
Greeks to fupremacy. They are neither proud, perverfe, nor hypocritical ; neither 
are they deceitful in their treaties like the Greeks, but, on the contrary, mild, docile, 
honed, fimple, and fo eafy ro be deceived, that, as 1 have before related, they owe to 
this the whole of the misfortunes which have befallen them from the Mahometans. In 
addition, they are fubjefl to C.hridian Princes, form a republic, and pollefs a government: 
as well for temporal as fpiritual affairs ; a matter of chief importance, feeing that thofe 
nations which have not any chief, nor any eftablilhed form of government in the Ead, 
are made fubjett to infidel fovereigns, who at bottom arc the enemies of all Chridians. 
With fuch how is a general union poflible ? What councils for the purpofe can there 
be affembled ? And in cafe of a fynod, what relolutions could there be adopted ? Or 
who, on their being framed, would obferve them ? And, Haves as they are, might not 
any difference which dtould follow ; might not calumny afford a pretext to the Ma- 
hometans to dedroy them, and perfecute the whole body of Chridians under their 
dominion ? But all this is poififje among the Georgians, on account of their podefting 
a regular government, a religion and a King of their own nation, ruling with defpotic 
fway according to the manner of the Ead ; nor is there a doubt but great advantage 
would refult from fuch an undertaking, provided it were zeal puffy begun, and the 
inhabitants were indrufted by competent potions acquainted with their language ; 
although, for what cauie 1 know not, while the Holy See has employe d itfelf zealoufly 
for the reunion of the red’ of Chriftians in tne Eaft, and has been Iavifli bf expence 
to reclaim and reunite the Greeks and other nations, it has hitherto paid no attention to 
the Georgians, who are not more diftantly fituated, nor more inacceflible than the 

others. 
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others, not lefs dear to God, nor lefs deferving of the care of the Romifh Church. 
This confideration has prompted me, acquainted as I atn with their affairs, and ftrongly 
Attached to them, as well fpiritually as by the ties of fricndfhip fubfifting between my- 
felf and many perfons belonging to that country, to reprefent this matter to you, and 
implore Your Holindfs in the moft prefling manner to exercife your wifdom in fuc- 
couring them ; for the fewer errors to which they may hereafter be fubjedl, the greater 
the merit which Your Holincfs will evince in the eyes of God, and the more brilliant 
your glory before man. 

Tn order, however, that your Holincfs may not be ignorant of the means by which 
this is to be effected, and the ways by which fuccour may be feat, I have to inform 
you that there are three. 

The firft and fhoncfl is by Conftanrinople, whence one may travel to that country 
by, land, pa fling from Scmaria into Afia in fafety with caravans, or companies of mer-. 
chants, who are conffanilv going thither through Trebifond, and efled the journey in 
a month ; but much more eafily and by a fhorter courfe by fea ; the tranfit feldoin 
taking up more than from five to eight days. The moft fit perfons for ftich an enter- 
prize would be the Jefuits, the Dominican friars, and the Francifcans, who have a con- 
vent there and a church ; but efpcually the Jefuits, on account of its being their pecu- 
liar province to devote themfelvcs to the ipiritual health of their neighbour, to inftrucl: 
and eflablifh colleges and fchools, which, 21s is (winced by experience, is the beft;and 
moft excellent of all rnetijods. However, in palling from Conftanlinoplc into Georgia, 

I conceive there may exift fnme difficulty, owing to the objection of the Turks to 
people of our religion entering that country* particularly if known to be monks or 
priefts ; nevcrthelefs, I have no doubt, but individuals poffeffed of prudence and a 
knowlege of Turkey, at the fame time familiar with the languages, by aflumirig a 
different drefs, and ft ululating the character of a merchant, or feme other avocation, 
may travel thither with little danger of dilcovery, going in fmall numbers and at differ- 
ent periods. 

The fecond way is by Perfia, and much more eafy, by accompanying the cafila, or 
caravan of merchants, hrft to the dominions of Luarlab, at prelent fubject to thqPer- 
fians, and thence to the other and all of [the Rates of Georgia. For this purpofe, from 
that quarter the Portuguese Augr.ffins might be difpatched, who have churches in 
Perfia, or more properly the Carmelites ; as well as that in their abftincnce from meat 
they much referable the oriental friars, as that from the aufterity of their mode of life, 
they would have more influence upon the monks and prelates of the country and afford 
a more excellent example for the people. They would have greater facility in their 
enterpize from the late martyrdom of the Prinecfs Ketcvan at Shiras, whole body is 
faid to be interred in the convent of the Auguftins, through the means of the relations 
of the metropolitan Allahvmli, and feveral others of the chief of the Georgians, with 
whom I have formed an intimacy. In this cafe it wuuld be requifite I fhould accom- 
pany them ; and that every thing fliould be conducted with the g reate ft caution, 
fecrefy, and addrefs, that the King of Perfia might have no fufpicion of any other 
defign intended under this cover, which might expofe the adventurers to much injury, 
as well as the Georgians themfcives. 

The third and laft courfe is by the y$zy of Poland. From the extremities of /his 
kingdom one may readily reach the Thick Sea, and thence ifi a very few days arrive in 
Georgia. This voyage may alfo be effected by descending t he Dnieper, palling by Kiovia, 
faid to betheTomos of Pontus, whither Ovid was banifhed. In Poland there would be 

no 
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no want of monks for tins purpofe either among the Jefuits, Dominicans, or Carmelite 
friars, all of whom have convents in that country j nor would the furtherance of the plan 
on the part of the King be wanting, fo good a Catholic and fo pious as he is ; nay, 
we Ihouid meet with affiftance from his vaflals the ColTacs, through whofe means mif- 
fionaries might enter Georgia in perfect fecurity, with abilhop, even nuncio or ambaf- 
fador, if neceflary. The Ruflians alfo in Poland might be of fome avail, as following 
hitherto the Greek ritual ; although fome among them be Roman Catholics, they 
might be inftrumcntal in inducing them' to perfevere in the Catholic faith, and would 
fet them a valuable example. But Your Holinefs who, feparate from your confum- 
matc wifdom, are moreover infpired by the Holy Spirit, will readily difeover many 
other and preferable methods to what I can point out. I, therefore, befeech you to 
accept this account, containing the fummary of all the information I polfefs, as a 
teltimonial of my reverence for the Holy See, and zeal for the propagation of the 
religion and the fervice of Chrift j with which { conclude } molt humbly killing 
Your Holinefs’s feet. 


vox. ix 
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THE TRAVELS OF SIR' JOHN CHARDIN, 

ET THE WAT OF THE BLACK SEA, 

TIIROUCU THE COUNTRIES Of 

CIRCASSIA, MINGRELIA, THE COUNTRY OF THE ABCAS ; GEORGIA, 
ARMENIA, AND MEDIA, INTO PERSIA PROPER; 

With a very curious and accurate Account, not only of the Countries through which he travelled, bat of 
the Maimers and Cuitoms, Religion and Government, Commerce mid Inclinations of the fevcral Nations 
t hat inhabit tliem ; Relations lo much the more curious, as thofe Countries and the People dwelling ia 
them, had not been tolerably deferibed before by any Author *. 


*. A fuccind Introductory Account of the worthy Perfen by whom thefe Travels were 
written ; of the Value of them ; and of the peculiar Excellencies by which they are dif- 
tinguijhed. — 2. An Account of the Thracian Bofphorus ; of the delightful Prof pedis in 
Jbiling through it; and the beautiful Countries upon the Coaft . — 3. The Author s 
Arrival at Caff a ; a hefeription of the Country of the Crim Tartars , and of the Con- 
dition, Cujloms 9 arid Manners of that Nation. — 4. The Cherks, Abcas, and other 
barbarous Nations that , however , Jiyle themfelves Chriftians , largely deferibed ; with 
fome very curious Remarks on the State and Strength of thofe Nations. — 5. A more 
particular Relation of the Mingrelians , Cara Cherks , or Black Circajfians , and other 
Inhabitants of that Country , known to the Ancients by the Name of Colchis. — 6 . The 
large and fruitful Country of Mingrelia exactly deferibed ; with a View of the Govern- 
ment^ Forces , Way of living , and diffolute Manners of all Ranks and Degrees of People 
who inhabit it. — 7. Of the terrible Corruption , in point of Religion , which reigns 
amongfl them ; and from whence it appears to be a wild and e xtravagant Mixture of 
Atheifm and Super, flit ion, kept up by the Arts and Frauds of their Pr ufts , who are little 
better than Cheats and Jugglers. — 8. The Principality of Curie /, and the Kingdom of 
Imeretta , anciently called Iberia ; with the Countries adjacent deferibed and the Manner 
in which they lojl their Independency , and became Tributaries to the Turks. — 9. T he 
Author continues his Journey through Mingrelia ; is prefent at the Ceremony of baptiz- 
ing two Children , cf which he gives a large and particular Account. — 10. The famous 
Mountain Caueafus deferibed ; and a View of the Condition of its prefnt Inhabitant s 
— 11. A large and cirrumjlantial Detail of the Country and Inhabitants of Georgia ; 
with a Defcripthn of the capita! City of TcjJUs , and the State cf the Roman Catholic 
Mifjionarics in that Country . — 12. The Author s Travels through the Countries at 
the Foot of Mount Taurus, forming a little Principality inhabited by the C fJ'acs . — 
13. An Account of the famous City of Frivan , and of the Country of Armenia, cf which 
it is the Capital ; as well as of the People who inhabit it. — 1 4. A DigrcJ/ion concern- 
ing the Marriages cf the Pcrfians , and the Rcafons why Divorces , though lawful 
among ft them , arc feldom practifcd. — 1 5. The Author's fubfequent Obfcrvaiions in, his 
‘Travels \ through Armenia , and of the Fortriftcs creeled to prevent the Incurftuus of 

* Harris, vol. xi p. 86s, 
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ibc Turks. — 1 6. Of the noble Province of Azerbey an , anciently called Media ; uith 
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In/f -men tinned Province ; and of i he Cities of Ebher and Ca/bin, in the i'Tiyhbou^/wod 
of •which grow the fine ji Crafts in the World . — 19. yf;; Account of the famous City of 
Ri'Vy formerly one of the large/! in Alia ; cf which there arc noza fiance ary Ruins 
remaining* — 20 . The City cj C r ni 7 a ini the glorious Torahs of the P erf an Saints therein 
fully defnibed ; with an An runt of the adjnr,..>< f Country. — 2 J . yf Defer? ft ion of tie 
City of Cajhiin ; with an Account of the f acral Manufactures cat tied on there , cod of 
the fruitful Country about it. — 22. The Author's Account of iueo other Roads lendtej 
from \ Varfaw to ffpaban , and f )om Ifpahan to Mfcow. — 23, Remarks and Olfer na- 
tions upon the foregoing Section* 


j. X JT 7 E have very large and confiderable collections of travels through the empire 
V V of Perfia, and the provinces depending upon it ; and, indeed, there are very 
few countries that better deferve to be vifited, or which afford either the traveller him- 
fclf, or whoever perufes his accounts, more entertainment than Per fa. Notwit h land- 
ing this, many inconveniencies would arife from inferting numerous accounts of travels 
through this country, becaufe of necefiity it muft produce many repetitions, which 
would appear tedious and troublefome, as well as perplexing to the reader* The 
method therefore that we fhall take, is to give in this fedion the Travels of Sir John 
Chardin, from Conftantinopie into the Perfian dominions ; and in the fubfequent 
fedions wc fhall give a description, in as regular a method as is poflible, of the whole 
empire, diflinguifhed into its feveral provinces, with whatever occurs remarkable or 
worthy of notice in the works of other celebrated travellers, fo as to preferve the mar- 
row and quinteflence of their relations, without embarrafling ourfelves with things of 
lefs confequcnce and particulars, that without the leaf: prejudice to the defign of this 
work may be as well omitted. By this means we fhall bring into a reafonable com- 
pafs all that is requifite, and give a diltind and clear notion of the paft and prefen 1 
condition of one of the mod powerful and famous empires of the earth. 

The reafon we made choice of Sir John Chardin's Travels, by way of introduction, 
was his taking a different route from molt other travellers, viz. by the Black Sea, and 
the countries that border upon it, which are fcarce described by anv other traveller, or 
at leaf are deferibed by none with equal plainnefs and perfpicuity. It riles from hence, 
that, generally fpeaking, we have only confuted and imperfect conceptions concerning 
thefc countries and their inhabitants, which, however, it is of lome importance that we 
ihould know more diftindly ; becaufe as they made a great figure in ancient hiitory, 
io it is not at all impofiible, that as low and defpicable as they now fieem, they, may 
hereafter come to change their circtunftances, and appear with new luftre, if not in 
ours, yet in the eyes of our pofleriry. It is very evident, that from their fituation they 
are very confiderable ; and if their inhabitants were well governed, .and lived in tolerable 
correfpondenee with each other, they might be now, as they were heretofore, equally 
formidable to the Grand Signior, fuccefior to the Greek monarehsof Conftantinopie, 
and to the Perfian emperort. We have a late inftance of this in the cafe of Nadir Shah, 
who received from thefe defpifed and barbarous people, that check which proved firft 
fatal to his authority, and in the end to his perfon. The author of thefe travels was a 
gentleman of a good family in France, and of a liberal education ; lie applied himfelf 
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to commerce very earJy, and profecuted with great fuccefs the mod confiderabfe 
branch of foreign trade, that of dealing as a merchant in jewels, which he under/tood 
perfectly, and by which he acquired, with an unfpotted character, a very large and 
affluent fortune. He made feveral excurfions into the Eafl, by different roads, and 
refided feveral years in Perfia ; had very great and uncommon opportunities of enter- 
ing deeply into the fubjetts of which he has (treated, and digefled his accounts with 
great accuracy and perfpicuity ; fo that they have been efleemed not only here but in 
France, and throughout Europe in general, as the moft perfect in their kind that have 
hitherto appeared. 

This gentleman, when the pcrfecution againfl the Proteftants broke out in France* 
came over hither, and brought with him great riches. He was received with much 
refpett at court, and King Charles the lid, as a mark of his favour, bellowed upon him, 
in the month of March 1693, the honour of knighthood. He publilhed the firll edition 
of his Travels in our language, in a large folio volume, but they have been fince feveral 
times printed with many corrections, great improvements, and confiderable augmenta- 
tions in French. He continued to refide here, and purchafed a confiderable eftate, fo 
that in the reign of Queen Anne, we find him frequently mentioned by fuch as took 
occafion to (hew how much the wealth of England was improved, and its trade increafed, 
by encouraging foreigners of the Proteftant religion to come and fettle amongft us. 
Sir John died at a good old age, on Chriltmas-day 1712. He left behind two fons and 
feveral daughters. 

His eldeft fon was created a baronet of this kingdom by His late Majefty King George 
the Firft j and having purchafed from Grantham Andrews, Efq. of Sunbury, the noble 
feat of Kempton-Park, in the County of Middlefex, and not far from Hampton-Court, 
fixed there, and is Hill living and unmarried. The old gentleman employed a great 
part of the latter period of his life in (completing his book of Travels, and intended, as- 
himfelf informs us, to have written a diflintt treatife, explaining a great variety of paf- 
fages in the Scripture, from the cuftoms and manners of rhe eaftern nations, with which, 
no man was better acquainted than he j but by many unlucky accidents was hindered 
from fulfilling that promife, to the no fmall concern of the learned world ; who ex - 
petted with great impatience fo ufeful and inilruttivea book, of writing which he was 
extremely capable, and of feeing any thing of the fame kind, the public fince his deceafe 
feem to defpair. 

2. Sir John Chardin left Paris, Aug. 17, 1671, with an intention to go to the Eaft 
Indies, and travelling by way of Milan, Venice, and Florence, arrived at Leghorn 
in the end of Ottober, and embarking in a fhip, under a Dutch convoy, arrived at 
Smyrna, March 2, 1672, and twelve days after at Conftantinople. Fie remained in 
this city four months, and in the mean time there happening a quarrel between the 
Grand Vizier and the French arnbaffador, which caufed a report, that the Grand Vizier 
intended to arrefl the arnbaffador, and all the French nation, he was afraid that his 
goods, which were very rich, and very confiderable in quantity, would be feized ; and fo 
fought all means to get out of Conftantinople, and to proceed on his journey to Perfia. 

The caravans in thofc hot months did not travel ; but the Porte being about to fend 
a new commander, with fome foldiers and money, as they do yearly, to the fort of 
Azoph, which (lands upon the lake Mceotis, he obtained paffage in a Turkifh faick 
belonging to that fleet, and embarked, July 27, at a port ih the Thracian Bofphorus. 
This channel, which is about fifteen miles in length, and about two in breadth, in moft 
parts, but in others lefs, fo called becaufe an ox may fwim over it, is certainly one of 
the loveliefl parts of the world j for the (hores are riling, and covered over with houfes 
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of pleafnre, woods, gardens, parks, delightful profpe&s, and wildernefles, watered with 
tlioufands of fprings and fountains : the paffage through it, iri fair weather, is exceed- 
ing diverting, by reafon of the great number of barks which are continually failing to 
and fro, and the profpett of Conftantincple from the top of it, which is about two miles 
diftant, is the molt charming that ever eyes beheld. There are four cattles ttanding 
by it, all well fortified with great guns, two of them eight miles from the Black Sea, 
and two at the mouth of the channel, wf/chfc the mott dangerous place for fhipwrecks 

in all the Euxine Sea. 1 

On the 3d of Auguft, in the morning, he arrived at Caffa, a port in the 1 auric 
Cherfonefe, or Peninfula, fo called, becaufe it was firtt inhabited by the Scythians of 
Mount Taurus. It is thirty-five leagues from north to fouth, and fifty-five from call 
to wett. The ifthmus, that joins it to the continent, is not above a league in breadth. 

\ It is inhabited by the Crim Tartars, who dwell in cities and towns ; whereas their neigh- 
bours the Nogays and Calmucs dwell in tents, as the reft do on the continent. 

Caifa is a great town built at the bottom of a little hill, upon the fca-fliore, and 
encoinpafl'cd with ftrong walls, that advance a little into the fea. It hath two cattles : 
the one, which Hands on a rifing ground on the fouth fide, is large, and commands all 
the parts thereabouts, and is the refidence of a bafha ; the other is not fo big, but is 
well furnilhed with guns. They reckon about four thoufand houfes in it, of which 
about three thoufand two hundred are Mahometans, Turks, and Tartars, and the reft 
Chriftians, Greeks, and Armenians. The houfes are fmall, and built of earth ; as arc 
alfo their bazars, mol'ques, and baths. The foil about it is dry and fandy, bearing little 
fruit, and the water is bad, but the air is very pure and wholelbme. All provifions are 
very cheap and good, mutton not being above a farthing a pound, and other things 
proportionable. 'J he road of ( lafta is Iheltered from the winds, except on the north 
and fouth-caft fides, and the fliips lie clofc to the Ihore fafely in ten or twelve fathom 
water. There is a great trade driven here in lalr-filh and caveare, which being taken 
out of the lake Montis, that is twenty-fix miles diftant from it, in great quantities, are 
tranfported into Europe, and as far as the Indies. They alio export corn, butter, and fait, 
with which they furnilli Conftantmople, and feveral other places ; for the Cafta butter 
is the beft in all Turkey. 

From Caifa he went in a fliip bound for Colchis, Aug. 30, and the next day arrived 
at Donflow, or the falt-pits, fifty miles from Caifa, on the fliorc. Here are great mayflies 
of fait, which is made by letting in the fea-water, and fuffering it to congeal by the fun. 
The people fay, that two hundred velfels are laden here with lalt yearly, paying only 3s. 
a day to thofe that load it. About a mile from the Ihore is an habitation of the Tartars, 
where there is not above ten or twelve houfes with a little tnofque, and round about it 
a great number of tents, with feveral waggons clofe covered, which ferve them inftead 
of houfes. The tents for themfclvcs are very handfome, being made with poles, and 
covered with large light furs well ftretched upon them ; their infide is commonly hung 
with tapeftry, and the floor is laid with the lame. Every family hath two other tents 
belonging to them, covered with a great farplar of wool, one for their fervanrs, and 
kitchen, in which is a pit five feet deep, to make a fire in to drefs their meat, and the 
other for their horfes and cattle. 

They {lore up their corn and forage in magazines under ground, which they cover 
fo ex®ttly, that none can find them but themielves. They can remove their’ tents with 
a fmall trouble, and in a very little time, and carry them away in carts drawn by oxen 
and horfes, of which they breed a great number. They profefs the Mahometan reli- 
. gion, but mix with it ftrangc fupcrftitious and ridiculous opinions of fortune-telling and 
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divination. From Donflow he failed all along in the channel to Cape Cuodas, which 
l’tolcmy calls Cirocondoma,, where the coafts that bound the lake Mceotis, which are 
very high lands, are fecn af : about thirty miles) diftance. 

4. From the channel of the lake Moaotis, *to Mingrelia, is reckoned fix hundred 

miles along the coafts, which confift of pleaia it woods, inhabited by a fort of Tartars, 
called Circaffians, and by the Turks, but fa thiol y , that the country looks 

like a defart. The ancients called theiiiiZa'gaeans, or^taoj^pers ; and Pomponius 
Mela, Sargacians. They ape neither fubje&l. nor tributary tdr%e Port, becaufe their 
country produdi*i nothing valuable, the Turks think it nQt;Worth the toil of conquer- 
ing it. The veffels that come from Conflantii^ple to Mingrelia trade with this 
people, but with , their arms in their hands, and by hoftages, for they arc infidelity 
and perfidioufnefs itfelf, and viill hever fail to ileal where they find an opportunity. 
The trade with them is managed by exchange^the Cherks bringing down ilaves of all. 
fexes and ages, honey, wax, leather, jackals, zandava^ and other beafts’ fkins, for fuch 
commodities as they want. 

Circaffia is a pleafant country, and the foil is very fruitful, bringing forth great 
plenty of all forts of fruit without trouble, as cherries, apples, peivs, walnuts ; but 
their chief wealth confifts in cattle, as well-fbaped horfes, which are fo fwift and good, 
that they will tire the wild beads, and catch them in plain courfe; goats, deer, and 
Iheep, the wool of which is as fine as that of Spain, which the Muscovites fetch to 
make felts. They fow no grain but millet for their own bread, and barley for their 
horfes ; and their women till and manure their ground : their drink is water and 
boza, which is a liquor made of millet, as intoxicating as wine: they live in wooden 
huts, and go almoft: naked. Every one is a fworn enemy to thofe that live in the 
provinces round about him. Their beds are made of fheep-fkins fowed together, and 
fluffed with millet-leaves, beaten in the threfhing as fmall as oat-chaff They were 
formerly Chriftians, but now have no religion ; no, not fo much as the light of nature 
among them, fave what they place in the obferving certain fuperftitious ceremonies, 
borrowed both from the Chriftians and Mahometans. 

The Abcas border upon the Cherks, poffefling about an hundred miles upon the 
fea-coafts, between Mingrelia and Circaflia. They are not fo favage as the Cherks, 
but are as much inclined to thieving and robbery; fo that the merchants trade with 
them with the like caution, and after the fame manner. September the 10th, he 
arrived at Ifgaour, a port in Mingrelia, where all the vcffels that trade thither lie. It 
is a defart place, without any habitations, only the traders that come thither build 
themfelves huts and booths of boughs for the time of their abode, which is ufually as 
long as they find themfelves fafe from the Abcas. 

5. Colchis or Mingre.hu is fi mated at the end of the Black Sea : it is bounded on the 

tail by the little kingdom of Imcrctta, on the fouth by the Black Sea, on the weft by 
the Abcas, and on the north by mount Caucafus. The Corax and Phafis, two famous 
rivers in tip ancient hiftories, now called Coddours and Rione, part it, the firft from 
the Abcas, ' a^tjhiir 'tfnAK The length of it is about one hundred 
and ten miles, and' the breadth fixty. It was once fortified again!! the Abcas, by 
a wall of fixty mffog in length, which $ Ifong fince de^olifhed, and become a thick 
foreft. t '-■■■■ ... '■ 

The inhabitants of CkUcafoS that border Upon Colchis, are the Alanes, Suanes, 
Gigues, Caracioles, or Cara-cherks, i. e. black Circaffians, fo called by the Turks, not 
from their completion, for they are the faireft people in the world, but from their 
country, became it is always darkened with fogs and clouds. They were alfo anciently . 
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Chriftians, but now profefs no religion, but live by robbery and rapine, having nothing 
that can entitle them to humanity but fpeech. They are very, tall and portly, and their 
very looks and fpeech (hew their lavage difpofitions, beiijg the raoft refolute aflaflins 
and daring robbers in the world. A 

The ancient kingdom of Colchis was much larger than Mingrelia now is, extending 
itfelf to the lake Moeotis on the one fide J # and Iberia on the ether. The country itfelf 
is uneven, full of hills and mountains, Rileys and plains. It is alrnoft covered with 
woods, except the manured lands, whichWe but few, and thofe preferved by grubbing 
up the roots, that are continually fprea?$ng into them. The air is temperate, as to 
heat and cold, but very unwholefome, by reafon of the continual wet, which 
being heated by the fun, breeds peftilences and feveral other diflempers. It 
abounds with waters, which defeend from mount Caucafus, and fall into the 
, Black Sea. The principal rivers are the Caddours, of old called Corax ; the Socom, 

1 called by Arrian, Terffen, and by Ptolemy, Thaflaris ; the Langus, of old Aftulphus ; 
the Cobi, called by Arrian, Cobo j the Cianifcari, called anciently, Cianeus ; the 
Tacheur, called by Arrian, Sigemus, and the Shenifcari, i. e. River-horfe, called there- 
fore by the Greeks, Hippos: and the Abafcia, called by Arrian, Caries; and Ptolemy, 
Caritus ; which two laft mix with the Phafis about twenty miles from the place where 
it falls into the fea. 

1’he foil is very bad, and produces little corn or puPe, and the fruits are almoft 
wild, without tafte, and unwholefome, unlefs it be their vines, which thrive well there,, 
and produce moil excellent wine. The earth is fo moift in feed-time, that when they 
low their w'heat and barley, they never plough it at all, but fprinkle it upon the earth ; 
for they fay, that fhquld they plough it, the land would be fo foft, that all their com 
would fall. They plough their lands for their other com, with plough fhares of 
wood, which make as good furrows as iron, becaufe their land is very moift and 
tender. Their common grain is gomm, which is as fmall as coriander feed, and 
refembles millet. Of this they make a pafte, which they ufe for bread, and prefer it 
before wheat ; which is not to be wondered at, for it is very acceptable to the palate, 
and conducive to health, being cooling and laxative. They have alfo great plenty of 
miller, fome rice, with wheat and barley, but very fcarce. The people of quality cat 
wheaten bread as a rarity, but the meaner fort very feldom or never tafte of it. 

The ordinary food of the country is beef and pig, of which laft they have great plcntv, 
and the bell in the world . They have alfo goat’s flt lh, but it is lean, and not well 
tailed. Their wild-fowl is very good, but fcarce. Their venifon is the wild boar, 
hart, flag, fallow deer, and hare, all which are excellent food. They have partridges, 
pheafants, and quails hi abundance, with fome river fowl and wild pidgeons, which are 
good meat, and as big as a crammed chicken. Their nobility fpend their whole time 
in the field, ufing lanncr-hawks, gof-hawks, hobbies, and others, for their fports, to 
r,.tch water-fowl and pheafants; jmt their molt delightful paftime is the flight of the 
IrJeon at the heron, which they catch only for the tuft upon his crown, to put upon 
their bonnets ; for they let him go again when they have cut it off, that it may grow 
up anew. 

0. Mount Caucafus produceth a great number of wild beafts, as fygers, leopards, 
lions, wolves, and jacals, which laft make great havock amongft their cattle and 
ho: leg, and often difturb il>dr houfes with their dreadful howlings. They have large 
numbers of horfen, and thofe very good ones, which every man almoft keeps in great 
ilore, becaufe their keeping Hands them in little or nothing, for they neither fhoe 
them, nor feed them with corn. They have no cities nor towns, except two by the 
’ 5 fea-fidc ; 
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fea-fide ; but their houfes are fo thick up and down the country, that you can hardly 
travel a mile but you meet with three or lour. There are nine or ten caflles in the 
country, of which the chiefejt is called Ruis, and it is the court of the Prince. Their 
.houfes are all built with timber, which is plentiful, and the poorer fort never raife 
above onfc dory, nor the rich above two. /The lower rooms are always furnifhed 
with bed and couches to lie down on or to fre upon, becaufc of the moillure of the 
earth, but are inconvenient, becaufc they ha vf no windows nor chimneys. 

They have but one room for their whole f/uily, and fo lie all together. The men 
arc well lluiped, and the women fo handfotiv, that they feem born for commanding 
Jove. They all paint their eye-brows, and their laces abominably. They drefs them- 
felvc.s with all the curiofity they can, their habit being like the Perfians, and their head 
attire like the European women, even to the curling of their hair. They are witty and 
civil, but to balance that, haughty, deceitful, cruel, and impudent. The men have 
alfo as many mifehievous qualities, and there is no wickednels to which they are not 
-addicted ; but that which they moll pratlife and delight in is theft. This they make 
their employment and glory. They juftify it as lawful to have many wives ; becaufe, 
they fay, “ They bring us many children, which we can fell for ready money, or 
exchange for neceflary conveniences yet, when they have not wherewithal to main- 
tain them, they hold it a piece of charity to murder infants new born, as alfo they do 
fuch as are lick and pad recovery ; becaufc, they fay, ct they free them from a deal of 
mifery.” 

The gentlemen of this country have full power over the lives and eftates of^their 
tenants, to fell and difpofeof their wives and children as they think fit, and every coun- 
tryman is bound to furnifh his lord with as much corn, wine, cattle, and other provi- 
fions as he wants. The lords decide the quarrels of their valfals ; but if they them- 
felves are at variance, they decide it by arms, which makes them go all armed with a 
lance, benv, and fword. Their habit is peculiar; they wear very little beard, and 
cover their heads with a thin felt cap in fummer, and a furred bonnet in winter : over 
their bodies they wear little (birrs, which fall to their knees, and tuck into a (trait pair 
of breeches, ; but they licxcr have above one (hirt and one pair of breeches, which 
laft them a year, and jn all that time never wafh them above thrice, only once or twice a 
week they (hake it (for a certain purpofe) over the lire. 

The whole family, without diitindion, cat all together, both males and females. 
The King with all his train, to his very grooms, and the Queen with her maids and fer- 
vants. They dine in the open courts in fair weather, and if it be cold, they make a 
roufing fire, for wood colts them nothing. Upon working-days the iervmts have 
nothing but gornm, and the mailers pulfc, dried fifh, ok flefh ; blit on holy-days, or 
when they make entertainments, they kill a hog, ox, or cow, if they have no venifon. 
They are very great drinkers, both men and women, and at their leads provoke their 
friends as much as they can to drinking. They drink their wine pure, and beginning 
with pints, proceed to much greater quantities. Their difeourfe at their merry meet- 
ings is, with the men, about their wars and robberies, and among their women oblcene 
tales of their amours. 

Mingrclia is but thinly peopled, by reafon of their wars, and the vaft numbers fold 
to the Perfians and l urks by the nobility. All trade in it is efriven by way of bajtei, 
for they kave no fet price of money among them; the. fpecies current are piqltres, 
Idu'ch crowns, and abaflis, which are made in Georgia, and llamped with the Perfian 
fiamp. The revenues of the Prince of Mingrelia amount at moft to twenty thoufand 
crowns, which ariJ.cs from the cufloms of goodvS exported and imported, the (laves he 
fells, impofitions and fines ; and this he lays up, for his Haves ferve him for nothing, 
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■and his crown-lands furnifli his court with more provifion than he can fpend. He is 
■not able to raife above four thoufand men fit to bear arms, and 4 thofc are all cavalry for 
the moft part, for he has not above three hundred foot to join with them. His court, 
upon folenm feftivals, qonfilts of two hundred gentlemen, out upon other days of about 
one hundred and twenty. ■ « 

7. The religion of the C.olchians wa-*, formerly the fame with the Greeks, being 
converted, as the ccclefiaftical hiflorians l\>y, in Conftantine’s time, by a (lave: but the 
Mingrelians fay, St. Andrew preached a:,; ( ong them in the place called Pigivitas, where 
now hands a church, whither the Catholi Jos, or chief bilhop, goes once in his life-time 
to make the oil called tnyrone by the Greeks ; but now the Mingrelians ait fallen into 
a profound abyfs of ignorance and darknefs, and have not the Icaff idea of faith and 
religion, but look upon life eternal, the day of judgment, and the re fur reft ion, as mere 
fables devifed by men ; nor do their clergy perform any ecclefiaftical duties, for there 
1 is hardly one of them that can either write or read. They have utterly loft the true 
knowledge of the Hr vice of God ; but the priefts make a public profeflion of foretel- 
ling things to come, and make the people believe, that their books Ihow them the 
courfe of future events. 

The Oalholicos of Mingrelia is head of all the clergy of that country, as alfo of 
Abca, Gureil, Mount Cauc diis, and Imeretta ; but the Prince appoints or depofeth 
him as he pleafeth. llis revenue is very great, for he has four hundred vafials under 
him, who furnifli his houfe with all things neceffary for human life, and many fuper- 
ftuiti^s. lie fells their children to the l urks ; and when he vifits the diocefes under 
his jurildiclion, it is not to reform the clergy, nor inftrucb the people, but to fpoil them 
of their goods, and rake together great fums. He will not confecrate a. bilhop for lefs 
than fix hundred crdkns, nor fay a rnafs for the dead under eight hundred, nor any 
other mal's under one hundred. 

The fan&ity of this prelate con fills in a continual abftinence from flefii and wine in 
Lent, and in long prayers day and night ; but he is fo ignorant, that he can hardly 
read his breviary and milfal. He has fix bifhops under him, who take no care of the 
fouls of their people, nor ever vifit 1 1 1 . ir churches and diocefes. They fuffer the 
priellk to live in all manner of errors, and the people to contaminate themfelves with 
the groffeft vices ; they underftand not the form of baptifm, let polygamy be pradlifed, 
and permit the mothers to bury their new-born children alive. All their bufinefs is 
in feafting and banqueting, where they are drunk almoft every day. They are rich, 
and go very fumptuoufly appareled, opprefling their vafials, and felling their wives and 
children to maintain their luxury. They abllain from fielh as the Greek bilhops do, 
and place the whole Chriftian religion in the practice of falling, and think not them- 
felves obliged to do any other duty. Their cathedral is pretty neatly kept, and well 
adorned with images, which they deck with gold and jewels, believing that in fo doing 
they fatisfy God’s juftice, and atone for their ltns. They are clothed in fcarlet and 
velvet, as the jjjfculars are, and differ from them only in this, that they wear their beards 
long, and their bonnets black, round, and high. 

There are alfo in Mingrelia certain monks of the order of St. Baftl, who wear the 
fame habit, and live after the manner of the Greek monks, wearing black bonnets, 
eating no flefh, and fuflfering their hair to grow; but they mind nothing of religion, 
but*to obferve their falls exactly. They have alfo nuns of the fame order, Viho obferve 
their*fafting days and wear a black veil, but they have no nunneries, nor are under any 
vows or fubordination, but quit their habit and temperance when they pleafe. 
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The priefts of Mingrelia are very numerous, but a fort of miferable creatures. They 
till their own ground and, the lands of their lords, being no lefs Haves than the fecu- 
lars; nor have they any refpaft fhewn them, but when they blefs their food at meals, 
or fay mafs. Their parifli churches have no bells, but they call the people together 
by knocking with a great flick upon a board, afid they are kept as nady as flables, the 
images being foul and broken, and covered with d.dt. The worfhip which they pay 
to their images is idolatrous, for they adore thym not with a relative adoration, but pay 
their devotion to the material fubdancc. Jp’hey worfhip fuch mofl, as are frnefl 
adorned, or famed for their cruelty, and \f they fwear by any of thefe, they 
will never break the oath. St. Giobas is one of their mofl formidable images, and 
him they will not approach nearer than they can juft fee him, but pray to him, and 
leave their prefent at that diflance ; for they report, that he kills all that approach 
him very near. 

The Chridian faints they have no value for, unlefs it be St. George, whom they 
account their chief faint, as do alfo the Georgians, Mufcovites, and Greeks, Their 
mafs is after the Greek manner, and the priefts celebrate it without any other facer- 
dotal habit but their furplices. Their cup or chalice is a goblet of wood, and the 
cover is of the fame matter ; and their patten is a wooden di(h. In Lent they never 
lay mafs but on Saturdays and Sundays, for they hold that the communion fpoils their 
fading. They confecrate unleavened or leavened bread, without any difference, and 
never mix water with wine, unlefs it be very flrong. 

They laugh at tranfubflantiation, and fay, “ How can Chriff get into a loaf? for 
what rcafon fhould he leave heaven to come down to the earth ?” They anoint the 
foreheads of their children with the oil called myrone, as loon as they are born ; but 
baptize them not till a long time after, and then they wafh them all over with water : 
but none will baptize their children till he is able to make a fead for the pried, god- 
fathers, and gueds, and that is the rcafon many of their children die unbaptifed. They 
do not believe that ordination imprints a character not to be defaced ; and, therefore, 
they ordain anew fuch prieds as have been degraded. Their marriages arc a contract 
by way of bargain and faie, for the parents of the maid agree upon the price with the 
perfon that defires her ; the price of a divorced woman is the lead, of a widow fome- 
thing more, but of a maid mod. When the bargain is made, the young man may 
company with the damfel till the money is paid, and it is no fcandal if Ihe be with 
child. If any one has married a barren woman, or of an ill difpofition, they hold it 
not only lawful, but rcquifiie to divorce her, as a match not made by God, who only 
does good. There is none that underdands the Bible, or reads it, but the women will 
repeat feveral dories of the Gofpcl, which they have by .tradition. They obferve the 
fame fads almod as the Greeks, for they keep the four great Lents, viz., the fird before 
Eader, which is forty-eight days ; that before Chridmas, which is forty days ; St. 
Pfeter’s fad, which is near a month ; and the lad, which the eadern Chridians obferve 
in honour of the Virgin Mary, which continues fifteen days. They make the fign of 
the crofs when they drink wine and eat pork, but not as any mark of Chridianity. Their 
prayers are all addreffed to their idols for their temporal benefits, viz. their own prof- 
perity, or ruin of their enemies. They offer facrifices like the Jews and Gentiles. 
They never make holiday upon Sundays, or abdain from worfcs but at the fedivals of 
Chridmas* and Eader, which they celebrate only in eating and drinking to excels in 
their houfes. Their greated fedivals are when an idol is carried through their coun- 
try, when they put on their bed cloaths, make a great fead, and get ready a prefent for 
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the idol. Their mourning for the dead is altogether barbarous, and like that of people 
in defpair, the "women rend their deaths, tear their hair and fldh, beat their breads, 
cry, yell, and gnafh with their teeth, like people mad or jboffeffed ; the men alfo tear 
their cloaths and thump their breads. 4 * 

8. Their neighbour nations live and after the fame fafhion almoft m all refpe£ts, 

only they that live near Perfia and Turkey are more civil in their manners, and more 
honeft and juft in their" inclinations ; whereas thofe that border upon the Tartars and 
Scythians arc more barbarous, having iio idea or outward form of religion, and ob- 
ferving no laws. • 

On the confines of Mingrelia lie the principality of Guriel and kingdom of Imeretta. 
The fcountry, of Guriel is very fmall, bordering upon Imeretta on the north. Mount 
Caucafus on the eaft, Mingrelia on the weft, and the Black Sea on the fouth. It lies 
all along by the fea-fhore from the river Phafis to the caftle Gonie, which is held by 
the l urks. The inhabitants are of the fame nature and manners as the Mingrelians, 
and have the fame inclinations to lewdnefs, robbery, and murder. 

The kingdom of Imeretta is fomething bigger than the country of Guriel, and is 
the Iberia or the ancients. It is encompaffed with mount Caucafus, Colchis, the 
Black Sea, the principality of Guriel, and part of Georgia. It is twenty-fix miles in 
length, and fixty miles broad. The country is full of woods and mountains, like Min- 
grelia, but the valleys are more pleafant, and plains more delicious, producing corn, 
pulfe, cattle, and herbs of all forts. There are fome iron mines, lhcy have alfo 
iome money current among them, which is coined in their kingdom, and feveral 
towns ; but their manners and cuftotns differ little from the Mingrelians. lhe King 
has three good caftles, one called Scander, dated on the fide of a valley, and two on 
mount Caucafus, called Regia and Scorgia, being both almoft inacceffible, as being 
built in places that nature itfelf has wonderfully fortified, the river Phafis running be- 
tween them. The fortrefs of Cotatis was once in this Prince’s juvifdiction, but the 
Turks are now inafters of it. 

The King of Imeretta governed the Abcas, Mingrelians, and people of Guriel, after 
they Jiad all four freed themfelves from the power of the Emperors, firft of Conftan- 
tinople, and then of Trebilond : but in the laft age, fetting up for themfelves, and 
revoking from one another, they were involved in continual wars among themfelves, 
till calling in the alliftance of the Turks, they were all made tributary to them. Hie 
King oflmeretta pays eighty boys and girls, from ten to twenty years of age. lhe 
Prince of Guriel pays forty-fix children of both fexes ; and the Prince of Mingrelia 
fixty thoufand ells of linen cloth made in that country. The Abcas ieldom paid any 
thing at firft, and now pay nothing. The King of Imeretta and Prince of Guriel fend 
their tribute to the bafha of Akalzike, but achiaux gathers it at Mingrelia. 

9. Leaving Ifagour, October 4, he palled by the mouth of the river Aftolphus, 
called Langur by the Mingrelians* one of the biggeft rivers in Mingrelia, and on the 
5th came to *Anarghia, a village two miles from the fea, confifting of two hundred 
houfes, but fo fardiftant the one from the other, that it is two miles from the firft to 
the laft. Hither the Turks come to buy Haves, and have barks ready to carry them 
away. It is thought, thgt the fair and large city, called Heraclca, ftood in the fame 
place* At this town there is plenty of provisions, and that very cheap, ^viz. wild 
pigeons, fowl, - porkers, aifd goats in abundance, and wine is plentiful. From Anar- 
^ghia he failed up the river Adolphus, and went to a place called Sapias, which is thfc 
name of two little churches, of which the one is a parifh church of Mingrelia, and 
the other belongs to the Theatins, a fort of friars, who firft came into Mingrelia in 
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1627, and were admitted there as phyficians, and have built themfelves feveral apart- 
ments about it, after the manner of the country. They have fome Waves, and taro 
families of' country people tfieir tenants. They have good employment as phyficians, 
but none will embrace their religion, their very flaves refufing to communicate in their 
fervices ; fo that they would have long find left the country, had it not been for the 
honour of the Roman church and their own order. 

After a month’s ftay with the monks^it nodding fafe to travel becaufe of the troubles 
of the country, lie returned again to Anarghia, and having hired a Turkifli feluke, for 
Conic, November the 10th, (laid till the 27th to take in loading and paflengers. 
While he ftaid here he was invited to two chrifienings, and 'curiofity engaged him to 
be prefent at them. The manner was this : the pried being fent for about ten o'clock 
in the morning, fat himlelf down in the buttery, and fell to reading a book half torn, 
about the bignefs of a New Tedament, in o&avo. He read very fad, and with a low 
voice, in fuch a carelefs manner, as if he regarded not what he did," any more than 
the red did what he fiiid, for the father, godfather, and child, who was about five years 
old, went to and again all the time. 

When the pried had read an hour, there was a bucket of warm water got ready, into 
which when the pried had poured about a fpoonful of oil of walnuts, he bid the god- 
father undrefs the child ; which done, he fet him upon his feet in the water, and 
wafhed his body all over well, and then the pried gave him a fmall quantity of myrone, 
or oil of unttion, with which he anointed the top of his head, ears, forehead, nofe, 
cheeks, chin, fhoulders, elbows, back, belly, knees, and feet, the pried dill reading till 
■the godfather drefied the child, and then the father cringing in wine, bread, and pork, 
they all fat down to eat and drink, and were all extremely drunk before they parted. 
Their mafs they perform with the lame irreverence and careleflhefs. 

Departing from Anarghia in fair and clear weather, he difeovered the high lands of 
Trebifond on the one fide, and of the Abcas on the other, and came to the river 
Kelmhel, which though not fobroad nor rapid as Langur, yet is deeper. 

10. On the 30th he came to the river Phafis, which, taking its rile in mount Cauca- 
fus, runs at fir It in a narrow channel, though fwiftly, about Cotatis, and fometiuies lb 
low that it is eafily fordable ; but where it difehargeth itfelf into the fea, which is about 
ninety miles from Cotatis, the channel is a mile and a half broad, and fixty fathoms 
deep, being augmented in that courfe by divers ftreams. The water is muddy and 
thick, but vety good to drink. There are feveral iilands at the mouth of it, which 
being covered with thick woods, make a delightful profpett. Arrian fays, that upon 
one of thefe iilands flood the temple of Rhea, but there are no remains of it now, though 
there are fome hiftorians who fay, it was Handing in th‘e time of the Grecian empire, 
and was, in Zenq,’s reign dedicated to the worfhip of Chrift. On this river, and the 
Black Sea about it, are plenty of pheafants, or phafiani, fo called from the river Phafis. 
All the coafls of this river are a low fandy foil, covored with woods fo thick that one 
can hardly fee fix paces up the land. 

On the 30th he arrived at Gonie, which is about thirty miles from Phafis, the fea- 
coalts being exceeding high land and rocks, fome being woody, and others naked. 
Gonie is a large caftle, in the territories of the Prince of Guriel, built four fquare, of 
kard and/ough Hones of a very large fixe. It hath no trenches, but walls only* and 
two great guns. In it are about thirty fmall poor houfes, ihade of boards, and without 
Is a fmall village of about as many more, all inhabited by mariners, and other boorifli 
people. There is a cufiom-houfe here, the officers whereof are extremely rude,, and 
imperious, and fevere to the people of the country, but extravagant to the Europeans, 
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Hot regarding any man's perfon, nor any recommendations from the Porte, but fearch- 
ing all things ftrnftly, and exacting what they plea fe. 

From Gonie he went to the caftle of Akalzike. ’The way lies over Mount 
Caucafus; which is one of the higheft mountains, and one of the moll difficult to pafs 
over in the world. The top is always covered with fnow, over which the natives pafs in 
a kind of fandals, made flat like a racket, to keep them from finking. It is ufual for 
the guides here to make long prayers to their images to keep the winds from rifing, for 
if the wind be high, it buries all the travellers in fnow. 

This mountain, though not inhabited for fome leagues together in many places, yet 
is fruitful to the very top; yielding honey, wheat, gom, wine, and fruits, and feeding 
hogs and large cattle. The vines are fo luxuriant, that they run up to the very tops of 
their higheft trees, fo that the people cannot gather them. The country people dwell 
in wooden huts, of which every family has four or five. The women grind their corn 
as they want it, and bake their bread on ftones, or upon their hearth, and yet the cruft 
is very white, and the bread good. Thefe inhabitants are for the tnoft part Chriftians, 
after the Georgian ceremonies ; they are frefh complexioned, and their women are 
handfome. At the bottom of the hill is a very fair valley, rich and fertile, being watered 
by the river Kur, which has many villages, and in them the ruins of feveral caftles and 
churches* which, the people fay, were deftroyed by the Turks. 

Akalzike is a fortrefs built upon mount Caucafus, fortified with double walls, and 
flanked with towers built with battlements, after the ancient manner, and defended with 
a few great guns. Upon little hillocks about it ftands a large town of 400 houfes, 
which have nothing of antiquity, but two Armenian churches. It is inhabited by 
Turks, Armenians, Georgians, Greeks, and Jews, who have their churches and 
fynagogues. The river Kur, anciently called Cyrus and Corus, which rifes in the 
Mount Caucafus, runs by it. A baflia lodges in the fortrefs, and his foldjers are quar- 
tered in the adjacent villages. It was built by the Georgians, from whom the Turks 
took it. 

From Akalzike he went to Gory, and pafled by Ufker, where the Turks have a 
caftlc. built on a rock, with a garriion and cuftom-houfe, under the command of a 
Sanziac, and two leagues farther, you crofs over the mountains which part Perfia and 
Turkey, from whence you fee feveral villages, in which are the ruins of many caftles, 
fortrefles, and churches, and the miferable remains of the grandeur of the Georgians, 
before the Turkifh and Perfian wars deftroyed them. 

At the foot of the mountain lie a t6wn and fortrefs, both called Surham. It ftands 
on a very lovely plain, full of cenfes, villages, hillocks, houfes of plealure, and little 
caftles belonging to the Georgian lords, and has a fortrefs containing a garrifon of 
100 mem All the country is very well tilled, and mighty pleafaiu and delightful as 
far as Gory, except that on the right hand lies a great city almoft in ruins, as not con- 
taining above 500 houfes inhabited, whereas formerly, by report, it had i2,oco. 

Gory is a fmall city, feated on a plain between two mountains, upon the banks of the 
river Kur, and by it is a caftle on a hill, garrifoned by native Perfians. The houfes 
and market-places are all built with earth, but the people arc all very rich and wealthy, 
and it is furnifhed with all necefiaries for human life at a cheap rate. 

. u. From Gory he departed, December the t6th, and travelling upon the banks of 
the river Kur, through pleafant plains, with great numbers of villages on all hands, he 
pafled through Calicala, a city almoft totally ruined, and came on the 17th to Teflis, 
the capital city of that part of Georgia, lying in the province of Carthueli. The country 
of Georgia, which is under the jurisdiction of the Perfians, borders at this day to the 
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eaft upon Circaflia and Mufcovy, to the weft upon Armenia the Lefler, and to the north 
. upon the Black Sea and- the kingdom of Imeretta. It is extended from Tauris and 
Erzerom to Thnais, and wasi anciently called Albania. It is a country very woody and 
mountainous, unlefs in the middle, where it is more even and level. The river Kur 
runs through the midft of it, and empties itfelf into the Cafpian Sea. 

The Grecians are thought by feme to have called it Georgia, from Georgoi, huf- 
bandman ; but others will have the name derived from St. George, the patron faint of 
all -the Chriftians of the Greek church. / The temper of the air is very kindly in 
Georgia, being very dry, cold in the winter, and hot in the fummer. The fair weather 
does not begin till May, but then it lafts till the end of November. The foil being well 
watered, produces all forts of grain, herbs, and fruits in abundance, fo that a man may 
live their delicioufly and cheap. Cattle are there very plentiful and good, as well the 
larger as lefler fort; their fowl is incomparable, efpecially rfheir wild fowl; their 
boar’s flefh is as plentiful and good as any in Colchis ; and, indeed, the common 
people live upon nothing elfe almoft but young pigs, which are excellent meat, and 
never offend the ftomach. The Cafpian Sea, which is next to Georgia, and the Kur, 
that runs quite through it, fupplies it with all forts of fait and *frc(h fifh. There is no 
country that drinks more and better wine, and they tranfport great quantities of it into 
Media, Armenia, and to Ifpahan, for the King’s table. They have great quantities 
of lilk, but know not how to weave it, and therefore they carry it into Turkey to 
Erzerom, and the parts adjoining, and drive a great trade with it. The complexion of 
the Georgians is mot! beautiful, you can fcarce fee an ill-favoured perfon among 
them ; and the women are fo exquifitely handfome, that it is hardly poflible to look 
upon them, and not be in love with them. They are tall, clean limbed, plump and full, 
but not over fat, and extremely {lender in the waift ; but this beauty they lpoil with paint., 
ting and drefling, with fumptuous habits and jewels. The Georgians are naturally very 
witty, and would be as learned men and great artifts as any are in the world, if they had 
the improvements of arts and fcienccs ; but having a mean education and bad examples, 
they are drowned in vice, are cheats and knaves, perfidious, treacherous, ungrateful, 
and proud. They arc irreconcileable in their enmities ; for though they are not.ealily 
provoked, yet they preferve their hatred inviolable. 

Drunkenncfs and luxury areluch common vices among them, that they are not fcan- 
dalous in Georgia. The church-men will be as drunk as others ; and they keep male 
{laves in their houfes, which they ufc for their concubines, at which no body is offended, 
becaule it is fo commonly pratlifed, that cuftom makes it thought lawful ; yea, and 
they fay, he that is not drunk at their great feftivals of Eafter and Chriftmas, cannot be 
a good Chriftian, and deferves to be excommunicated. *The Georgians are very great 
ufurers, and will lend no money without a pawn. The loweft intereft they take is two 
per cent, for a month. The women are as vicious and as wicked as the men, and con- 
tribute more than they to that general debauchery which overflows the country. In 
their common convcrfation they are civil and courteous, grave and moderate. Their 
habit is much like the Polonian, and their bonnets like theirs, their vefts are open 
before down the breaft, and faftened with buttons and loops ; their hofeand {hoes are 
like the Perfians, and their women’s clout nine is wholly in the lame tafte. 

The houfes of their grandees, and all their public edifices, are built according to. the 
Pcrfian im’tdel, and they imitate the Perfians in their fitting at table, in their beds, and 
manner of diet. The nobility exercife an ablolute tyranny over the people, who are 
their yaffils, snaking them labour as long as they pleafe for them, without food or 
wages, challenging a sight over their eftates, liberty, and lives, and felling their 
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children, or making them their own flaves. They were converted to Chriflianity by an 
Iberian woman, in the fourth age, but have nothing left of Ctyriflianity but the name ; 
for they do not obferve the lean precept of Jefus Chrift ; they place ail their religion in 
falling, and making long prayers. 

There are feveral bilhops in Georgia, with a patriarch, whom they call Catholicos, 
and an archbiihop, whofe lees, as often as they are vacant, are difpofed of by the Prince, 
though he be a Mahometan, and he generally gives them to bis relations, and the pre- 
fent patriarch is his brother. The churches in Georgia, efpecklly in their cities, are 
kept fomething more cleanly than in Mingrclia, but in the villages are full as nally. The 
Georgians and their neighbours build their churches upon high mountains, in remote* 
and inaccclfible places, and bow unto them at great distances, but fcarce go into them 
once in ten years, leaving them to the injuries of the weather, and for the birds to 
build their nefts in. They can give no other reafon for all this, but that it is a cu/tom ; 
though we may fuppofe, it is rather to avoid repairing and adorning them. Georgia 
was made tributary to the Perfians by Ilhtnael the Great, and though it has feveral times 
revolted, yet Hill cont'nues in fubjeftion to them. 

The city of Teflis, the capital city of EaH Georgia, is one of the faireft cities in all 
the King of Perfia’s dominions, though not fo big as fome. It is feated at the bottom 
of a mountain, and on the eaftern fide of it runs the river Kur, which rifing in the 
mountains of Georgia, joins itfelf to the Araxes. The moll part of houfes built by the 
river-fide, Hand upon a rock, and the whole city is cncompaffed with llrong and beauti- 
ful walls, except on the fide next the river, and is defended by a fortrefs on the fouth 
fide, wherein are none but native Perfians. This fortrefs is a fan&uary for all manner 
of criminals. 

Teflis has in it fourteen churches, which is very much in a country where there is fo 
little devotion. Six of them are appropriated to the Georgian fervice, and maintained 
by them, and the other eight belong to the Armenians. The cathedral called Sion is 
built all of hewn Hone, and Hands on the bank of the river. It is an ancient building, 
in good repair, compofed of four bodies, and has a great duomo in the middle. The 
great altar Hands in the middle of the church, and the infide is full of paintings, after 
the Greek manner. The Armenians have alfo feveral monafteries here \ in one of 
them, they fay, they have St. George’s Ikull. 

There is not any mofquc in Teflis, though it be under a Mahometan Prince, and 
though the Perfians have attempted to build one feveral times, they could never accom- 
plifh their defign, for the people mutinied and beat down their work ; which action, 
though very affronting to the Perfian religion, yet the Emperor of Perfia is afraid to 
come to any extremities with them, leff they Ihould revolt to their neighbours the 
Turks, and fo Teflis and all Georgia enjoy their liberty to retain almoff all the exterior 
marks of their religion ; for, on the top of all the Heeplcs of their churches Hands & 
crofs, and in them they have bells, which they often ring. Every day they fell pork 
openly, as well as other victuals, anti wine, at the corners of the Hreets, which vexes the 
Perfians to fee, but they cannot help it. Some few years fince they built a mofque in the 
fortrefs, and the Georgians could not prevent it ; but when the prieff, after their cuf. . 
tom, came up to the top, to make profeflion of his faith, and call the Mahometans to 
prayers, the people fo plied him with vollies of Hones, that he was forced to fly down 
in hafte, and never dared to^appear there any more. 

The*public buildings, viz. their market-places, inns, and magazines, are well built of 
ftone, and kept in good repair. The Prince’s palace is a noble and beautiful building. 
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being adorned with halls and rooms of /late, gardens, aviaries, and fpacious courts, to 
which the viceroy of Caket’s palace is not much inferior. 

The out parts of the city are adorned with feveral houfes of pleafure, and many beauti- 
ful gardens, of which the Prince’s is the biggeft $ but the trees are fuch only as ferve for 
{hade and coolnefe. 

The Capuchins, who were fent into Georgia about the year 1657, by the Pope, have 
an habitation in this city, as alfo at Gory, where they are highly edeemed as phyficians, 
which is the title they give themfelves, but they make very little progrefs in the conver- 
fion of the Georgians ; for befides that thefe people are very ignorant, and take little 
care to indru£t themfelves, it is fo rivetted into their heads, that fading, as they obferve 
it, is the effential part of the Chridain religion, that they do not believe the Capuchins to 
be Chridians, though they , fad as they do, becaufe they are informed, they do it not 
in .Europe. 

The city of Teflis is very well peopled, and there are as many drangers refort thither 
as to any place in the world, for there is a great trade driven there, and the court is very 
numerous and magnificent, becoming the capital city of a province. The Georgians 
do not call it Teflis, but Cala, i. e. The Fortrefs, which is a name they give to all habi- 
tations encompaffed with walls, and fome geographers calf it, Tcbele*Cala, or the 
hot city, either by reafon of the hot baths, or bccaufe the air there is not fo cold and 
boiderous as in other parts of Georgia. 

12. On the 28th he departed from Teflis, and pafling through Sogan-lou, or the 
place, of onions, danding upon the river Kur, came to Kupri-Kent, or the village of the 
bridge, becaufe there is a very fair bridge over the river Tabadi, in the arches of which 
are made little chambers and porticos, and in every one of them a chimney, on purpofe 
to lodge drangers, and in the middle ones balconies, to take the cool air in the funnier ; 
Melick-Kent, or the royal village, and fo to Dcly-Jan, a village of 300 houfes, feated 
upon the river Acaldapha, which runs at the foot of a high and dreadful mountain, part 
of Mount Taurus. Here is plenty of water, and the ground is very fertile, and a great 
many villages to be feen on every fide, fome of which dood fo high upon the points of 
the rocks, that they were almod indifcernible. They are inhabited by Georgian and 
Armenian Chridians, but not intermixed, becaufe they have Juch an inveterate enmity 
one againd another, that they cannot live together in the fame villages. The mod part 
of the houfes of thefe villages are no better than caverns or hollow places made in the 
earth ; the red are built with timber, and covered with turf. 

Thefe fort of buildings are very convenient, being cool in fummer, and warm in 
winter. The borough of Dely-Jan, and all the country round about for fix leagues, is 
governed by its own natural Princes, from father to fon, and holds of Perfia as Georgia 
does. It is called the country of Cafac, the people beiing dout and fierce, defeended 
from the Cofaques, who inhabit the mountains on the north-eadof the Cafpian Sea, and 
is at prefent under a Prince called Kamfhi-Can. . He lodged at Kara-Phifhifli, a large 
borough, feated at the bottom of the mountains which feparate Georgia from Armenia. 
It dands on the banks of the river Zengui, and pafling Bichni, where there is an Arme- 
nian monadery, our author arrived at Erivan, Jan. 7, 1673. 

13. Erivan is a great city, but dirty. The vineyards and gardens make the greated 
part of it, there beipg no ornamental buildings in it. It is fituated in a plain, encom- 
oafled wifcb. mountains on every fide, between two rivers, the Zengui and Queurk- 
boulack. The fortrefs itfelf may pafs for a fmall city, containing 800 houfes, inhabited 
by Perfians only j for though the Armenians have {hops there to work and trade in in the 
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day-time, yet they return to their houfes in the evening. It is furrounded with three 
walls of earth , and brick made of clay, with battlements, and ‘flanked with towers, and 
ftrengtheried with ramparts, according to the cuftom of the ancients, and in it is ccnftantly 
maintained a garrifon of 2000 men. The governor of the province’s palace is within 
this cattle, and is a very fpacious and delightful place in fummer. 

The city ftands about a cannon-lhot from the fortrefs, but the fpace between is filled 
up with houfes and market-places, which are fuch pitiful ftru&ures, that they may be 
removed in one day. There are feveral churches in this city, of which the epifcopal 
fee, called Ircou-ye-rize, and Catovike are the chief j the reft are finall, funk deep 
in the earth. Near the epifcopal church is an old tower, built of free-ftone, of antique 
work, with feveral inferiptions, but none can read them ; nor is it known when, by 
whom, or for w'hat ufe it was built. At a little diftance from it is the Grand Meidan, 
or great market-place, 400 paces fquare, where they ufe all cxercifes, both for horfe 
and foot, as caroulkis, racings, wrcftling, and managing of horfes for war. There are 
many baths and fair inns in it. The air is good, but a little thick and cold, for their 
winter lalls long, and they have fnow fometinies in April. The country is very de- 
lightful and fertile, and produces fruits in great plenty, especially wine, which is there 
good and cheap. 

The Armenians have a tradition, that Noah planted his vineyard near Erivan, and 
fome pretend to Ihew the place, about a finall league from the city. The river and 
lake, which is twenty-five leagues in compafs, furnilh the city with excellent filh of nine 
forts, of which the trouts and carps are famous all over the Eaft. hi the riiidft of the 
lake is a fmall ifland, where ftands a monaftery, whole prior is an archbilhop, and takes 
upon him the title of patriarch, refufing to acknowledge the grand patriarch. Th/e 
Armenians hold this city to be the molt anciently inhabited place in the world ; for 
they affirm, that Noah and all his family dwelt there, both before the deluge, and after 
he came out of the ark, and that the earthly paradife was there. But all this is a ftory 
without foundation, reported by perfons equally ignorant and vain -glorious. 

Two leagues from Erivan ftands the famous monaftery of the Three Churches, the 
landuary of the Armenian Chriftians. The Armenians call it Ecs-miazin, which name 
alfo the principal church bears. It is a fubftantial but dark ftructure, all built of large 
freeftone. The monks fhew feveral relics preferved in it, as a finger of St. Peter, and 
two of St. John the Baptift, a rib of St. James, bilhop of Jerufalem, and an arm of St. 
Gregory, & c. but they muft be very credulous and fuperftitious that can believe them 
fuch. The two other churches that flood near this are St. Caiana and St. Repfima, the 
names of two Roman virgins who fled into Armenia, as they fay, in the ninth perfecu- 
tion, and fuffered martyrdom m the fame places where thofe churches Hand. 

Within the territory of Erivan, which reaches about twenty leagues round it, there 
are twenty-three convents for men, and five for women, which are fo poor, that being 
continually employed in getting a ‘livelihood, they never perform holy duties but upon 
holidays. They hold the opinions of the Monophyfites, but in other points are very 
ignorant. Two leagues from Erivan eaftward, is to be feen the famous mountain where 
Noah’s ark is faid to have relied. The Armenians hold, that the ark is ftill upon the 
top of the mount called Maus, but that no man can afeend to It. The governor of Erf 
van is a Beglerbeg, i. e. a lord of lords, and has alfo the title of ferdar, nr general of the 
army.* His revenue is 32,000 tomans, which is above 1 12,oool. fterling a year, befides 
fines, prefeb ts, and indirect ways of enriching bimfelf, which ambunt to 50,000!. more. 

44 - While he (laid at Erivan, hefaw a wedding of the governor’s fteward’sljrothcr. 
^Matrimony in Perfia is very expenfive, fo that only men of eftates will Venture upon 
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it, left it prove their ruin. The meaner fort content themfelves* with a cancubine or 
Have. The Mahometans that follow the tenet& of Hafyj, take tha'r “wives after thTee 
manners, viz. by purchafe, nire, or marriage. All thefeWaVtftheir religionalloWS^and 
the civil law acknowledges the children born in any of theta tegiaiittete* The%fte»' t»f» 
are Haves are called Canize. Of thefe the law aHows a mari ac manyas he cJm mi&- 
tain, and takes no cognizance how they are Ufed. He is mafter of fobir chaftity, yea, 
®f their lives, and it is their honour to ferve their mailer as his wives. The hired wives 
are called Moutaa: of thefe alfo a man may take as many as he pleafeth, and as long 
as he pleafeth, for the price'agreed on, and at the end of the term they ttrey part with 
them, or renew the bargain. A handfome young maid at Ifpahan may be hired for 35 1 . 
ayear, befides cloaths, diet, and lodging. If any break offbefore the end of the term, he 
muft pay the whole fum contraded for, and the woman, after difmUlion, mnft tarry 
forty days before fhe lets herfelf to another. Thefe days they call the days of puri- 
fication. ’ 

The efpoufed wives are called Nekaa, and of thefe the Mahometan religion allows a 
man to marry four; but they never marry above one, to avoid expence and diforder, 
for every one Will command, and their mutual jealoufy caufes a perpetual confofion ; 
wherefore, if they cannot content themfelves with one woman, they ufe their Haves, In 
Perfia they ufually marry by proxy, becaufe the man never fees his wife till after he has 
contaminated the marriage, which fometimes he does not till feveral days after his wife 
has been at home. One would think, that this way of marrying fhould produce unfor- 
tunate -matches ; but it doth not, for marriages are not more happy in any country than 
this. If either of the parties diflike one another, and refolvc to unmarry themfelves, 
the Mahometan religion permits a divorce, and they may feparate either before a judge 
or a churchman, giving each other a talaac or bill of divorce, and then the parties are 
at liberty to marry again where they pleafe themfelves. 

Upon this diifolution of their marriage, if the man has fued the divorce, he-fHobliged 
to return the woman her dowry ; yet if the woman fought it, fhe lofeth her portion ; but 
rf the perforis repent the ad, they may renew the marriage again three times : yet, the 
Perfians rarely make ufe of this licenfe to pah with their wives, only fome citizens and 
tradefmen make their advantage of it. Perfons of quality count it fo difhonou rable, that 
they will rather die than divorce their wives, and the meaneft fort cannot part with the 
portion, and fo if they defire a divorce, which is rare, they effed it by ill-ufing their wives, 
to force them to fue for a divorce, and thereby facrifice all to their liberty, ■ ' 

The Armenian patriarch lives in this city, and has an epifcOpal palace. He, with alt 
the reft of his clergy, is much addided to fimony, as are alfo all the Eaftern feds. Their 
chief gain lies in felling the oil called myrone, at a dear rate, which they teach the people 
to believe is a remedy that phyfically cures all the diftempers of the foul, and confers the 
grace of regeneration and remiflionof fins, faying, that in baptifm it is the oil, not the 
water, which is the matter preferibed. The patriarch confecrates this oil, and fells it to- 
thebifhbps and priefts, who get great tarns by it. ' ' 

15. April the 8 th he parted from Erivan, and travelling through a country fome- 
what hilly, but full of villages, came firft to Daivin, and then to Kainery leavmg the 
mountain of Noah on the right hand. On the 10th he went on ihe feme road, which 
led him through a fertile and fair country, and leaving Sederee* a great town, and the 
capital of the province of Armenia, called Charouri where foe Sultan refidesf came 
thrbugh Nouratchin, and over the river Harpafony to NacchiVan, whichisthought to 
be the ancient Artaxate. It is now little elfe but a heap of ruins* not containing above 
two thouf^nd houfes which are inhabited, and thofe in the heart of the city, wain inns, 
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I coffee, whereas formerly 
cmpmed forty thpolao^. .. ' ..,- v ;;.\, 

. , , .. iUJFth hes a ^reat ci^j^ll^Abrmer^ e. -the fertile field, sad ■ 

feven <tfhe«»jnear.*P it, all yphofeonhabitanto are PapHts, and their bi/hops and curates 
. Jdk!f|x|i||@a>at»i! in thesAnnemah language* Thefe towns 

Wfre^f^htinite fubjedion, jo ?he Pope by an ItalianDominican qf Bologna* Twenty 
villages more acknowledged the fame ecclefiaftical jurifdidion, but are returned to 
th«r fi#„reiig«on# and their obedience tp t^e Armenian patriarch ; and it is pot likely 
that the reft can hplfti opt lp»g, ; fpr the governors of the province ufe them violently, 
and lay heavy impafitions upon them, for withdrawing from their jurifdidion. 

Prom Nacchivan, be paffed to old Julpha, through a dry ftony country, where 
there is nothing to be feen but hills of ftones. It is a ruined city, and thought by 
fome authors to be the ancient Ariammene. It is faid to have contained four thoufand 
houfes, though the ruins do not Ihew above half fo many. At prefent there is nothing 
but holes and caverns in the mountains, fitter for beads than men to live in. 

This city was ruined by Abas the Great, for the fame reafon as Nacchivart, viz. to 
hinder the invafions of the Turks for want of provifions. By Julpha runs the river 
Araxes, which feparates Armenia from Media. It rifes in the mountain where Noah's 
ark is faid to have relied, from which perhaps it takes its name, and empties itfelf 
into the Cafpian Sea. It is very large, and of fo rapid a courfe, efpecially when it is 
fwelled by the thaws of the fnows that come down from the mountains, that no bridges 
can Hand upon it, nor dams refill its force, and the noife of the waters aftonilhes the 
ears of the beholders. 

16. Media, which formerly ruled all Afia with an imperial dominion, at prefent makes 
but one part of a province, though the largeft in the l’erfian empire, called Azerbeyan 
or Afapaican. It borders on the call upon the Cafpian Sea and Hyrcania, on the fouth 
upon Parthia, on the well upon Araxes and the Upper Armenia, of which Affyria is a 
part, and on the north on Dageftan, which is that mountanious country .that borders 
upon the Mufcovite Coflacks, and part of Mount Taurus. The Perfians affirm, that the 
name of Azerbeyan implies, the country of fire, by reafon of the famous temple of fire 
which was there ereded, where was kept that fire which the fire-worlhippers hold to 
be a god, Nimrod is faid firft to have brought in this worlhip, and there is a certain 
fed called Guebres which ftill maintain it. 

From Julpha he travelled through a country full of little hills, leaving a fpacious plain 
upon the left hand, where many bloody battles between the Turks and Perfians were 
fought, and particularly that between Selim, the fon of Solyman the Great, and !lh- 
mael theOjreat, to Alacou, and from thence, through a more even country, to Marant, 
a very fair town, confiding of about two thoufand five hundred houfes, and which has 
fo many gardens as take up as much ground as the houfes. It is featefi at the bottom 
ofamoumabyat the end of a plain, watered by the little river Zelou-lou, from which 
the people have drawn feveral cuts into their grounds and gardens. s 

In t^places adjpining grow plenty of fruits, the beft in all Media ; but that which 
ia;mopi,^^|iar; tb thefe parts, is this, that here they^ther epehineal, though ia ;^© 

any longer time than only eight days in fumraer* %hen niho 
'mu 1^ fat before that time, the people fajr, it^otfi not pome to joRnd 

they tfww obchineal, makes abole^ 

Perfi^c^ kermis,- ! firom^rm, ; $&ch ' 

*s/extr^e^pui°^#rms. The Armenians 
dititm,'that Noafrliesburied fcprfe' lt . y.. • ■' -y 
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17. From thence he travelled among the mountains to Sophian, a little- village foil 
oF mulcts and gardens, and fruitful to a wonder, and fo he went to Tauris, Wnkh is 
fifty-three Perfian leagues from Erivan. This city is very large and potent, being the 
iecond in Perfia in dignity, grandeur, riches, trade, and number Qt' inhabitants. I,t 4 s 
neither walled nor fortified, and the little river Spingtcha runs aCrofs it, which fotne- 
tirries carries away the houfes on the fide of it, and makes dreadful havock, Qn the 
north-fide runs the river Agi, or the fait river, whofe water is made fait by the little 
rivulets, which palling through the fait marlhes, fall into it, and fo can nourilh no filli. 
It is divided into nine wards, and has fifteen thoufand houfes, and as many (hops in 
their market-places, among which are three hundred inns, and fome fo large, as to lodge 
three hundred people, and many cabarets for coffee, tobacco, and ftrong liquors. 
There arc three hundred and fifty mofques, three hofpitals, which relieve the poor 
with victuals twice a day, and a fair hermi, called Hali’s eye. 

The inhabitants have been formerly computed to be five hundred and fifty thoufand. 
This city is full of ft rangers, who come liither to trade from all parts of Afia, becaufe 
it is full of all forts of merchandize, and abounds with artifts in cotton, filk and gold. 
The faireft turbans in Perfia are made here ; and it is faid, there are fix thoufand 
bales of filk confumed in this manufacture. The air of Tauris is good, healthy, and 
dry, but the cold continues long, becaufe it is expofed to the north, and the fnow lies 
nine months in the year upon the mountains ; the winds blow every day, morning and 
evening, and rains often fall. 

It abounds with all things necettary for human fupport, as corn, filh from the Caf- 
pian Sea, venifon, and other wild beafts. Bread may be bought there at three pounds 
a penny, and flelh at three halfpence a pound. There &re faid to grow no Ids than 
60 forts of grapes in and about Tauris. Near it is a quarry of white marble, a mine 
of gold, and another of fait. There are feveral mineral waters, all fulphureous, of 
which fome are cold, and others boiling hot. Moft of our geographers of heft note, 
is Ortelius, Ananias, Molets, &c. are of opinion, that this city is the ancient and 
celebrated Ecbatana, fo frequently mentioned in holy writ, and in the ancient hiftory 
of Afia, but there are no remains of the magnificent palace of Ecbatan, whgre the 
monarchs of Afia kept their courts in fummer, nor of Daniel’s, tojuftify this notion. 

From Tauris he travelled firft to Vafpinge, a great borough, furrounded with 
gardens and groves of poplars and tylets, and watered with feveral brooks, which make 
it very pleafant ; then to Agi-agach, by which are the plains which afford the belt 
paftures in all Media, and perhaps in the whole world, where the choiceft horfes in 
the whole province are put to grafs from April to June, to purge, refrelh, fatten anci 
fLrengthen them. Thefe plains are the Hippopothon of the ancients, of which they 
Write that the Kings of Media kept here a breed of fifty thoufand horfes. . 

The road from hence leads by feveral circles of large hewn ftoncs, which the 
Perfians affirm to be the places where the Caous or giants, when they made wars in 
Media, held their councils, it being a cuftom among thefe people, that every officer 
that came to the council brought with him a ftone, to ferve him inftead of a chair, 
and fo carries you over hills and dales, all fruitful and delightful, to admiration, 
thi-ough Turimar, fo called, becaufe that in the fields about it there is a great number 
of Ihepherds with their flocks, that are called by that name, to Purvare, anharifUbme 
large vilfage at the bottom of an hill, and upon the bank? of a little river. : ; ; . : 

J From thence' he proceeded in his journey^ arid crofting the river Miana fetifend times, 
by reaftm of its windings, patted through the town of the fame name adjoining, both 
15 called becaufe they part Media from Parthia, and afeended a ridge of mountains, 
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which are a branch of mount Taurus, at the top of which ftands a caftle, called the 
Virgin’s Caftle, becaufe Artaxerxes is laid to have built it on purpofe to imprifon a 
princefs of the blood. 

As foon as you have palled thefe mountains, and the river Kefil-buefe, which is at 
the foot of them, you perceive a change of the air ; for whereas Media is moift and 
cloudy, fubjeft to high winds and much rain, the Parthian air is dry to the higheft de- 
gree, without clouds or rain for fix months fometimes, and the foil fandy, fo that 
nothing will thrive without good hufbandry and pains. 

18. Parthia, which was fo long the feat of the empire of Afia, is now a large pro- 
vince of the Perfian monarchy. It is the proper demefnes of the Shah, and therefore 
has no governor, as the reft of the provinces. It is extended aoo leagues in length, 
and \ 50 in bread ih, being bounded by the province of Choraflan on the eaft ; by Pars, 
which is properly Perfia, on the fouth, by Azarbeyan or Media on the weft, and 
Guilan or Mezanderan, which compofe the province of Ilyrcania, on the north.- 

The air is dry, and though the mountains produce nothing but thirties and briers, 
yet theplains arefruitfuland pleafant, where there is water. This province hasabove forty 
cities, which is much in Perfia, bccaule it is not peopled according to its extent. The 
Parthians took their original from the Scythians, who were the Tartars, who now in- 
habit the north of Perfia, called Uzbecs, and formerly Battrians. The firft village 
you come at is Zerigan, which is famed for its antiquity, being founded, according to 
the Perfian records, in the reign of Ardechir-babezon, feveral ages before Chrift, and 
then palling over delightful plains, you come to Sultany. 

This city is feated at the foot of a mountain. It feerns afar oft* a very neat well-buifc 
place, but does not appear fo when you are within it ; yet fome of the public buildings 
are very remarkable, both for the materials and architecture. It contains about three 
thoufand houfes, and befides, there are very vaft ruins, which makes it probable, that it 
was once the largeft city of the kingdom, as their hiftories relate. Provifions are very 
plentiful and cheap there, and the air wholefome, though very changeable, the morn- 
ings, evenings, and nights being very cold, and days hot. It is faid to be the moil 
ancient city in Parthia. The prcdecelfors of Ifhmael Sophi, and the laft Armenian 
Kings, refided there, and then it is faid, that it contained four hundred Chriftian 
churches ; but being demolifhed by Tamerlane, and feveral other Turkifh and Tar- 
tarian Princes, the Chriftians have deferted it. 

From hence he travelled through a lovely country, and palling through feveral- 
villages, furrounded with meadows, and groves of willow and poplar, he came to 
Ebher, a fmall city for the buildings, as containing not above 2,500 houfes, but taking 
up a large extent of ground, *becaufe they have fo many large gardens. A fmall river 
runs through the midft of it. It is thought to be anciently called Barontha. The 
iituation is delightful, the air wholefome, and foil plentiful. It is governed- by a 
darogue, or mayor ; and the Mirtlheki-balhi has his tahvii, orfalary, charged upon the 
revenue of this city. The Perfian geographers aflert, that this city was built by Kei- 
Cofrou, and that Darab-Reihoni, or Darius, began, to build, the caftle ; and that 
Skepder.Roumi, i. e. Alexander the Great, finifhed it. At Ebher they begin, to fpeak: 
the' Perfian language, which is fpoken all the way to the Indies, more or left pure, as 
the* people are more or lefs diftant from Schiras, where it is fpoken in the greateft- 
perfaftion. • - * 

^ . From Ebher he travelled to Perfac, leaving Cafbin five leagues on the left: 

hand. ;• This great city ftands in a delightful plain,, three leagues from . Mount Alou. 
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v&rf, one of the higheft atid moft faraousmountiiJw ImPeriwL; Ji ' 

cumfererence, containing 1 2,000 houies, and roo,ooo inhabitants, of tlip 1 t&fiHe ' 

forty families of Chriftians, and ope hundred Jews, , but all v^y popf. 
wailed, but they are now all fallen down. The chiefeft omam^t and ^ce ^ ^ijw 
is the King’s palace, and the great number of the feats of the Peffiaa grandees* 
attend upon the Court, which has its continual refidehce there. There are Bht ffew 
mofques in Cafbin, but the royal mofque, called Metihid-iha, is one bf the largeft anr! 
faireft in all Perfia; This city has no great plenty of water, but it is rupplied,%tth -aw : : 
it has, by fubterraneous channels called Kenfees. ' jv- 

The air is thick, and not very healthful, and the foil dry and (khdy^ yet it atbddnds 
with meat, and all manner of provifions, which are brought thitherfrom the yohntfies 
adjoining, which having many well-watered plains, feed a world of cattle,’ and produce 
prodigious quantities of corn. The faireft grape in Perfia, called fhahoni, or "the roj r al 
grape, being of a gold colour, and tranfparent, of which the ftrongeft and moftluf. 
cious wine m the world is made, grows here. The air is very hot m fummer all the 
day long, but the nights are fo cold, that if a man expofe himfdf never fo little to the 
air, after he is undreffed, he is fure to fall fick. Some of our European geographers 
affirm it to have been the city, which the Greeks called Ragea, or Rages, afterwards 
Europa and Arfacia, and now Cafbin, from a King of that name. It is governed by a 
darogue, or mayor, chofen every year, whofe office is worth to him 600 tomans, or 
2000 pounds. 

Having palled Cafbin, he came to Kaiare, and having lodged there, travelled the 
next night (for that is the general way of travelling all over the eaft, to avoid the heat 
of the iun, which would hurt both man and beaft in the day-time) by Segs-abad, which 
fighifies the habitation of dogs, to Sava, a great city, feated in a fancy and barren plain. 

It is two miles in circuit, and walled round, but fo miferaSly built, that, unlefe it be in 
the midft, it runs to ruin for want of inhabitants. The hiftories of Perfia unanimoufiy 
agree, that the whole plain of Sava was formerly® faltmarfh, or lake} but how it wtfs 
dried is not certainly known : fome fabuloufly report, that Haly, Mahomet’s fon-in- 
law, drained it by a miracle, and to preferve the memory of it, the people built, this 
city in the midft of it. 

ip; Juft ovpr againft Sava, eaftward, at four leagues diftance, (lands a place of 
pil^rithage, moft famous for the devotion of the Perfians. They call it Echmouil, 
thajt is to fay, Samuel ; for they believe, that this prophet was there interred, and 
over his tomb is built a moft lumptuous maufolasum, in the midft of a magnificent 
mofque. Over-againft it is ftill to be feen fome remnants of the city of Rev, which is 
reported to have been once the biggeft city of Afia, ne*t to Babylon. The Perfian 
hiftories relate, that it was divided into ninety-fix quarters, every one of Which had 
forty-fix ftreets, and every ftreet 400 houfes, and ten mofques ; that there Were in it, 
6,400 colleges, 16,600 baths, 1 5,000 towers of mofques, 12,000 nulls, i,yoo idfiahnels, ; 
and ‘ t 3 jopo intis, and people almoft numberlefs. 1 ; ' r y /'** 

^h^icfn'pqicles of the Magi make Chus, the grand-child of Noah, to bi jf<^der/6f 
it j ahd Ptolemy calls it Raquaia ; hut the vulgar opinion is, 

Houfheing Fiffioadi, or the chief juftitiary, and enlarged by Marfbutflieif his fucceflbr. ■'( 

Ir M iMWnvpH hv thp Miihnmptanc. whrf divided intfi ! w* 


Tartars, 1 by their frequent Incurfidns, ' d^ftrby^ti^he 1 'potent' 
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Ifeto J 0 $wgh$fare ^e fop|h jre?r of their Hegyra. The foil about 
it great plenty fruits , } but the air is unhealthy, 

xa^gtyj^fwHthy, ^*6re^ng,.Mp»S.;'vr-. v.;^' ■■.>■■■- • 

i fcence,' flepafledby a bill, qdled C-ouh-Telifin, which has this re* 

f 5 ar|a|}le,«uid peculiar to it ; that as you approach nearer and nearer to it, it fhews a 
d$ereiji : form, and varjes .both in its bignefs and figure ; that the top or point of it is 
alwavs^ih'-l^^^ and you would think, that it turned that fide, which way foever you 
ibod to looK upon it. , It confifts of a black earth, that crumbles like that of the burn- 
ing mountains ; but it is not known to have vomited fire. The people of the country 
fay, that they that afcend . that mountain never come back again. 

20. Having pa(Ted it, he came to Com, a large city, feated in a plain, by a river- 
fide. It contains 1 5,000 houfes, as the people fay, and is furrounded with a moat and. 
wall, flanked with towers, but half ruined. On the river-fide are two fair keys, and 
at the-eaft qf the city a fine bridge. It contains many large and beautiful market-places,, 
both fqr wholefale and retail : though it be a city of no great trade, yet they export 
large quantities of fruit, dried and raw, and particularly pomegranates ; foap, fword- 
blades, and earthen ware, both white and varnifhed, which hath this peculiar property,, 
that it cools the water in fummer both wonderfully and fuddenly, by reafon of its con- 
tinual tranfpiration. It contains a great number of fair inns, maufolaeums and mofques,. 
wherein the grand-children and defendants of Ali, which are the Perfian faints, called 
Yman-Zade, Tons of the apoftles, lie interred. One of thefe mofques is the moft cele- 
brated in the call; it has four courts, of which the firft is planted with trees and flowers,, 
like a garden, with terraces on each fide; the fecond is not fo beautiful as this, but 
the third is nothing inferior to it, being furrounded with apartments two ftories high, 
and having a terrace, portico and canal. In the fourth are the chambers and lodgings; 
for thepriefts, governors and students, that live upon the revenues of the (acred place. 
Fronting thefe courts ftand the body of the ftru&ure, confifting of three great chapels- 
upon a line. To themiddlemoft belongs a portal, eighteen feet high, of white marble* 
The top is a large half-duomo, over-laid without with large fquare china tiles, painted 
with iporefco work, and embelliflied within with gold and azure. The folding doors 
are plated with filver, gilt with Vermillion. 

In it Hands the tomb of Fatima in the midi!, which is overlaid alfo with China tiles, 
painted a-la-morefco, and overfpread with cloth of gold, which hangs down on both, 
fides, .It is enclofed wflh a grate of mafiy filver, ten feet high, diftant half a foot from 
the tomb, and at each comer are apples of fine gold. In the two chapels on each fide- 
ftand the. tombs of the laft Kings of Perfia, viz. Abas and Sophi, both very magnificent; 
but on that of Abas are written in large characters of gold, feven elegies upon Mahomet 
anfl Haly, tnade by the learned If afan-Cafa. 

Thefe are rare pieces of eloquence, and in them, may be feen not only the genius of 
PerfiaUtpoetry, but the tranfports of the Mahometan devotion*. This city contains 
feveral other beautiful and fumptuous edifices, and would be a very pleafant place,, 
were it,not;for the heat, which isexceflive, there being no place in all Perfia; where the* 
fup fc .^hes more violently, yet is &e air wholefome, and- foil fruitful, .efyerfafiff % «• 
|»i(^<^iq% : ( ? h The people are very courteous and dyil. The river .that pafletfi ^ fe; 

but ^fmaA ; <umept in fummer, but being fwelled with the fhow-watefs that Ml imm 
the tnQuntau^^fQinetknes overflows great part of city. i. 

, yiPP 1 ’^ydled four itagues over very fertile plains, abounding 

a town confining of 300 houfes, 
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mother, as her dowry, from whence he pafled over a dry /andy plain, without villages 
or water, to Abi/hirin, or fweet water, becaufe there is a fountain of fair water, a ml 
went from thence to Cafhan. 

21. This city is (bated in a large plain, near a high mountain, a league in length and 
a quarter of a league in breadth, running out from eaft to weft in form of an half-moon. 
There is no river near the city, but it is fupplied.with water by canals, deep wells, and 
cilterns. It is cncompafled with a double wall, flanked with round towers, after the 
old falhion, and hath live gates. The city and fuburbs, which are the raoft beautiful, 
contain 65 00 houfes, as the people fay, forty mol'ques, three colleges, and about 200 
fepulchres of the dclcendants of Ali. The principal mofque Hands right againft the 
market-place, and has a tower, like a ltceple, of free-done. The houles are built of 
earth and brick, but are none of them remarkable for their beauty. 

The bazars and baths are well built and kept, and the royal inn is the faireft in till 
Perfia. The wealth and trade of Caflian confift in the manufaftory of all forts of fluffs, 
and tiffucs of gold and filver, plain and flowered, fatin and velvet ; there is no city in 
Perfia that makes more. Caflian ftands in a good air, yet fo violently hot that it 
is ready to ftifle you in fummer, which is occafioned by the reflection of a mountain 
that ftands on the l'outh of it ; but the greateft inconvenience that attends this city, is 
the great number of fcorpions which infeft it, and the parts adjoining, when the fun is 
in Scorpio, and therefore there is nobody but has by him feveral experienced remedies 
againft the fling of this creature. 

Cattle and wild fowl are not plentiful, but the country abounds in corn and fruits. 
They furnifh Ifpahan with fruits, efpecially melons and water-melons, all the feaf'on. 
Several European authors think this city to be Ambrodux or Creflphon of the ancients. 

It is faid to be founded by a virgin, who therefore laid the firft itone of it when the 
fun entered Virgo, and named it Cafhan from her grandfather. It is governed by a da- 
rogue or mayor, who holds his place two years. 

From Cafhan he paffed over a mountain, and then defeended into a deep valley, very 
narrow and about a league in length, which is well filled with houfes, vineyards, and 
gardens, fo clofe one to another that they all feem but one village. Several delightful 
and clear ftreatns prel'erve the fummer fo wonderfully cool here, that therofes were not 
blown, nor the corn or fruit ripe, when the harveft was quite got in at Caflian. Several 
modern authors aflert, that Darius was murdered by Befius in this valley, and that not 
improbably, becaufe hiftory fays Beffus fled to Baftriana, and Nabarzanes to Hyrcania, 
and here die road begins to thefe two provinces, and fo by Moutfhacour, a large vil- 
lage of 500 houfes, to Ifpahan, which is fo thick cncompafled with villages, that you 
would think you are in the fuburbs two hours before you come near them. 

22. There are two other roads, which it is neceflary that travellers ftiould be ac- 

quainted with, which I (hall briefly defcribe, viz. from Warfaw to Ifpahan, and from 
Ifpahan to Mofcow. t 

Warfaw, which is feated upon the left hand of the Viftula, is the ordinary refidence 
of the King of Poland. Beginning your travel here to Ifpahan you muft go to Lublin, 
which is fix days’ journey, and in five more you may get to Iluove, where the cuftom-* 
ers open all the bales of the merchant’s goods, and ex aft five in the hundred. From 
Iluove you go to laflovieer in twelve di ys. This is the laft city of Poland next Mol- 
davia. Mere, if you fell any goods, you muft pay five per-cent. 

From thence you go to Yafhe in eight days. This is the capital city of Moldavia, 
and the refidence of the Wayvod, which the Grand Segnior fends to govern that 

country, 
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country. Here all bales of merchandizes are opened, and there is a roll of all that 
the merchant is to pay; which amounts to five per cent. 

From Yafhe the way lies through Ourfhaye, to which you come in throe days. 
This is the laft city in Moldavia. From hence to Akerman you go in four days, and 
the cuftoms amount to four per cent, but they take the merchant's account. From 
Akerman you go to Ozou, where they take two per cent, and lo to Precop, where they 
pay two and a half per cent. but they truft to the merchant’s word at both places. 

From Precop the road lies to Kaffa, where alfo the cuftom is three per cent. And the 
journey from Warfaw to Kaffa is fifty-one days* by the waggon, which is the ufun! way 
of carriage in that country, and the cuftoms in all come to eighteen and a half per cent, 
to which you mufl add the carriage and paifage by fea to Trebifond, where you pay 
three piafters for every mule’s and four for every camel's load. To avoid fomething 
of this charge, the Armenians Ihip their goods ufually at another port, called Onnie, 
which is a very good port, and where they never pay above a piafter and a half for a 
camel’s load. 

There is another road from Warfaw to Trebifond fhorter by three days’ journey, viz. 
from Warfaw to Yafhe, in the former road, and from thence by Galas, a city or Mol- 
davia, Megin, and Mangalia, the beft port in the Black Sea to the weft, to Trebifond, 
from whence to Erzerom five days’ journey, from which to Ifpahan you go the ufual 
roan. 

The other road from Ifpahan to Mofcow lies thus : you mutt travel the ufual road 
before-mentioned, to Shamaki, ang from thence to Derbent, which the Turks call 
Demir-Capi. This is the laft city in the Perfian jurifdidHon, by which the river Sha- 
mourka runs. From Derbent you may travel to Tetark in eight days, where hiring • 
barks with twelve oars, you may be at Aftracan, by the help of a little fail which they 
put up, if the wind ferves, in four or five hours, but if you row only it will take up nine. 
When you embark upon the Cafpian Sea, you muft provide yourfelf water for the firft 
three days, becaufe the water on the coaft is bitter for that time, but afterwards k is 
very good. At Aftracan the merchants are all fearched by the Cuftomers, and they 
take live per cent. 

From Aftracan to Mofcow you take (hipping in great barks, that make ufc both of 
oars and fails, rowing againft the tide, and weigh all you carry aboard, for which you 
muft pay fourteen caya, and three abaflis and a half for every pound. From Aftracan 
you fail to Corinya, and fo in order by Sariza, Sarataf, Samarat, Senurifkat, Coulombe, 
Calan, Sabouk-fna, Godamijan, Triguina, Mouron, and Cafin, to Mofcow, which they 
count 2950 lhagarons, or 590 Italian miles. 

At Sarataf you may go afhohe, and fo go by land to Mofcow, in waggons, when the 
fnow is gone, and on fledges while it lies, and then the way lies through Inferat, Tym- 
neck, Canquerma, and Valodimer, a city bigger than Conftantinople, to Mofcow, which 
journey may be finilhed in thirty-five days ; but this way is never ufed but upon necef- 
fity, when the river is frozen, becaufc in the paflage from Sarataf to Inferat, which is 
ten days' journey, there is nothing to be had for man or horfe. At Mofcow the cuftoms 
are the fame as at Aftracan, viz. five per cent, and all the Allans, viz. Turks, Perfians, 
Armenians^ and others, lodge in a fort of inns ; but the Europeans lie in a place by 
thenrfelves all together. 

23.. There are few countries in the world that are fo little vifited by F.uropeau 
travellers as thofe about the Black Sea, and indeed' there are feveral reafons for it. In 
the firft place, the Turks will fuffer no trade to be carried on by fea in any other than 
their own veffels, and fo jealous they are on this head, that when the Ruffians were 
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matters of Afoph, and ihared by (hat means in the navigation of the Black Sea, they 
were never eafy. It is, i irthc next place, a very rare thing, even for fuch as travel for 
plcafure through the dominions of the Grand Signior, to ttrike out of the common road 
purely to gratify their curiofity, nor indeed in fuch a country as this would that be al- 
ways lafe. And laftly, the common reports of moft of thefe countries place both them 
and their inhabitants in fo bad a light, that few have any curiofity to be better acquainted 
with them. Our author’s journey was by mere accident ; he took this route to Perfia 
is the mott convenient at that time for his purpofe; and it was alfo by accident 
M. de la Motraye took many years after the fame route, and their accounts agree, 
generally fpeaking, very well ; but fome points in both feem to Hand in need oi 
explanation. 

Our author has given but a very fhort account of the Crim Tartars, and therefore it 
is neccffary to fay fomething more of them. Authors differ very much as to the con- 
dition of this nation, that is to fay, whether they ought to be confidercd as free and 
independent, as allies or as fubjefts to the Turks. lnftead of endeavouring to difeufs 
the queftions, we (hall leave them to the dccilion of the reader, after reporting a few 
matters of fa ft. There are not many towns in this Tartary, and in thofe that have any 
fortreffes, the Turks have garrifons. The Tartar Princes are rarely admitted into and 
never allowed to lodge in them. Cafia, we have elfewhere fliewn, was once a very £ne 
city, and is flill a good port, which is in the power of the Turks; fo is Baluclawa, 
which is flill a better port, and, if we may depend upon the Turkifh writers, is not ex- 
ceeded by any in the world, cither for the depth of water, or lecurity from winds. The 
town of Chirck, upon the Straits of Daman, ha£ alfo a very fine port, but it is an 
open place, and belongs to the Tartars. The capital of this country, properly fpeaking, 
is Bafcia Sarai, which is the residence of the Khan, was taken by the Ruffians in the 
late war, and totally deflroyed. The Khan of the Tartars, though a fovereign prince, 
is appointed and depofed by the Grand Signior, but he is always fucceeded by a prince 
of his ow n family ; and this preemptive fucceffor, w hether he be the brother or the fon of 
the reigning prince, is tty led Sultan Galga. The fecond prince of the family is ftyled 
Hor Bey, the third, Noradin Bey, and the reft of the young princes have particular 
titles. It is to be obferved of the Tartars in general, that even the meaneft and moft 
ftupid of them is fo much mafter of his genealogy, as to know exaftly of what 
family he is defeended, and to what tribe his family belongs. The truth of the matter 
is, that they referable exaftly Highland and Irifh clans, and like them, are commanded 
by chiefs. 

Every diftinft family or clan of the Tartars, is by them ftyled Horda, and the chief, 
Murfa, or as others write it, Mirza. Amongft the Crim Tartars there arc four great 
tribes, to which all their hords belong, and the chiefs of thefe four tribes are the coun- 
fcllors of the Khan, without whofe confent he can undertake nothing of importance. 
Hereditary right is the fundamental law of all the Tartars, and the dignity of Mirza, or 
chief, defeends from father to fon. The Khan of Crim Tartary can bring eighty thou- 
iand men into (he field, but his contingent, when called to aftift the Grand Signior, con- 
ftfts of thirty thoufand horfe. All the world knows that thefe Tartars are very far from 
being handfome, but they arc, generally fpeaking, brave, hardy, aftive, and enterprifing, 
and their horfes refcmble them, for worfe looking or better beafts for fervice, the world 
does not produce. As for riches, they confift in horfes and in Haves ; and as for (heir 
manner of living, it is equally coarfe and barbarous in the opinion of all other nations, 
and honourable and happy in their own. They are very hofpitable and kind to one 
another, fo that every man is at home in his neighbour’s houfe. Neither are they lefs 

civil' 
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civil and refpe&ful to fuch Grangers as come among them, who are very welcome to 
what they have, and would be as welcome if they had more. * One thing is: remarkable, 
when any Granger comes to their tents, he is ferved by their children, and not by their 
Haves, let the quality of the m after be what it will. A gentleman who was in the fervice 
of Charles XII. palling through this country in his way to Bender, where that Monarch 
then was, lodged in the tent of a principal Mirza, and when it was time to go to reft, 
his fon made up for the ftranger a bed of (kins, by the fide of which he fet a little ilool, 
with a pipe, a box of tobacco, and a bottle of excellent fherbrt. In the morning he 
came and rolled up the bed, prefeuted him cakes, butter, coffee, and milk, and brought 
him like wile his boots. The fatfier, who was a kind of Prince, when the gentleman 
expreffed feme aftonifhment at his putting his fon upon iuch offices, made him this 
anfwer ; “ Friend, this world is a lottery, in which there are many blanks to a prize ; 

“ though I have many Haves, yet, by the fortune of war, my Ion may become a Have ; 

<c it is fit, therefore, he fhould learn to behave in all conditions ; the Khan docs the lame 
“ thing; and befides, let me tell thee, ftranger, that among the Tartars, we hold the 
<c moaneft: office done to a friend as the higheft honour, and therefore never fhare 

it with our Haves.” 

As the Tartars are chiefly known to the reft of the world by their excurfions, we 
cannot deleribe them better, tlianby fliewing in what manner they aft on fuch occafions, 
wherein, without doubt, they difeover an extraordinary genius for this manner of 
making war, which, however barbarous it may feem to us, anfwers all the ends of war 
to them, by iurnifhing Haves and booty in abundance, which fupplies them with the 
means of happinefs in time of peace. It is very true that they run through great 
hazards and hardships in time of war, but then thefe hazards and hardfhips are all 
that they fuliain, for when they return to their tents they are free and independent, 
have neither care nor folicitudc, but are princes in their own family, and live in what 
manner they like belt, without any apprehenfions or conftraint. To us, indeed, even their 
repole and luxury appears a molt blocking and hideous courfe of lift' ; but it appears 
otherwife to them ; and, after all, if there be any thing certain in this world, it is this, 
that the true ftandard of happinefs is opinion. But to come to the point ; every Tartar 
that goes into the field, carries with him two horfes, which are taught to follow without 
being led, and are consequently ufeful to, without embarrafling their mafter. On thefe 
horfes they lay a lack of rye meal, and another with bifeuit and fait, which is all the 
baggage and provifions wherewith they are encumbered, it is only a few of the com- 
manders that are provided with tents ; the reft pal's the night in the following manner* 
They carry with them four fharp flakes, which they drive into the ground, upon 
thefe they fix their mantle, which lervos for a bed ; their wooden fupplies the 

place of a pillow, and a coarfe thick cloth, which is thrown acro^/ ne horfe’s back under 
the faddle, becomes a coverlid. The horfes are tied ine pickets with pretty long 
cords; and while their martens flec'p. thebeaftsy bandilv remove thefnow with their 
forefeet, and feed upon the grafs that i.« * *‘ uer hiking nenv and then a mouthful of 
fnow to moiften it. When a hoy r . llfes > mailer cuts his throat upon the lpot, and 
diftriburcs his flefli amo^ ulS m . him thc lamc compliment when 

occafion offers. r >V ue t P art °* thc ^ e y cut in flices, of an inch thick, and thefe 
they place ; neat ^ unc ^ cr ^ ie faddle of the horfe they ride upon. When they have 
tr ^ three °f f° ur leagues, they difmount, turn all the pieces of flelh, and mix them 
very carefully with the fweat, which they turn up with their fingers, then to horfe again, 

and at night they flip upon this dainty difli, which they take ready dreffed from under 
their faddles. 
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In this manner they will traverfe two’or three hundred leagues of .ground, without 
ever lighting a fire, which they carefully avoid to prevent being difeovered ; and they 
chufc the depth of winter for their expeditions, that the bogs, lakes, and rivers, being 
frozen, they may avoid all interruptions, and profecute their march with great expedition. 
Thus the Tartars march one hunderd in front, that is three hunderd horles ; every one 
of them has two, which ferve for relays, as has been faid before ; their front may 
extend eight hundred or one thoufand paces, and they are eight hundred or one 
thoufand in file, which reaches four long leagues, or three when they keep. clofe ; 
for at other times they extend above ten leagues. This is wonderful to thofe that 
have not fecn it, for eighty thoufand Tartars make up above two hundred thou- 
fand horfes. Trees are not thicker in the woods than horfes are at that time in 
the field ; and to fee them at a diftance, they look like a cloud rifing in the horizon, 
which increafes as it rifes, and ftrikes a terror into the boldeft ; I mean thofe who 
are not ufed to fee fuch multitudes together. Thus thefe mighty armies march, 
halting every hour about half a quarter of an hour to give their horles time to ftale ; 
and they are fo well managed, that they do it as foon as they flop ; then the Tartars 
alight too. They remount immediately, and go on, all which is done only by the fignal of 
a whiftle ; and when they are come within three or four leagues of the borders, they 
lie flill two or three days in fome place chofen for that purpolc, where they think they 
are concealed ; there they give out orders, and refrefh their army, which they difpoi'e 
of in this manner ; they divide it into three parts, two-thirds are to compofe one body, 
the other third is fubdivided into two parts, each making a wing, one on the right, the 
other on the left. In this order they enter the country. 

The main body moves flowly, which, in their language, they call Coche, with the 
wings, but continually, without halting day or night, allowing but an hour to refrefh 
till they are got fixty or eighty leagues into the country, without doing any harm: 
but as foon as they begin to march back, the body holds the fame pace ; then the 
general difmiffes the two wings, which have liberty, each on its own fide, to ftray ten 
or twelve leagues from the main body ; but that is to be underflood half of the way 
forward, and the other half fidewavs ; each wing, which may confift of eight or ten 
thoufand men, is again fubdivided into ten or twelve fquadrons, of five or fix hundred 
men each, who run up and down to the villages, encompafs them, making four corps 
e’e garde about each village, and great fires all the night for fear any peafant fliould 
rfcape them : then they fall to pillaging and burning, kill all that make any refiflance, 
and take and carry away all that fubmit, not. only men, women, and fucking babes, 
but the ce4tle, horfes, cows, oxen, flieep, goats, be. As for the fwine, they drive and 
fhut them up m e. barn, or fuch like place, and fire the Tour corners ; fo great is the 
loathing they have for iw,f e creatures. The wings being allowed to ftray but ten or 
twelve leagues (as has been law.) re t urn with their booty to their main body, which is 
eafdy done •, for they leave a great ti..v marching above fifty in front ; fo that they 
have nothing to do but to follow, and in fou. ., v g v(J hours they join their body again, 
where, as foon as they are come, two other wings, cu..r.q* ,} U ' like number as the 
former, go out on the right and left, to make much tne JadU... k then th come 
in, and two others go out, and fo continue their excurfions wit ho.. „ <;er 
their body,, which, as has been mentioned, makes two-thirds of the army, . ^ ” 
gently, to be always in breath and ready to fight their enemy, if they fhoukj «... 
them, though their defign is not to meet, but to avoid them as much as poflible. They 
never return the fame way they broke in, but take a compals the better to efcape ; for 
th *y always fight in their own defence, nay, and they mult be forced to it, without they 
} % know 
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know themfelves to be ten to one ; and yet would they confider of it before they fell 
on ; for thefe Tartars do not enter Poland to fight, but to pillage by way of furprize. 
When the Polanders meet them, they make work, forcing them to get home fafter than 
their ufual pace. At other times, after they have fufficiently plundered and robbed, 
they enter upon the defart plains in the frontiers, thirty or forty leagues in length, 
and being in that place of fafety, make a great halt, recovering breath, and putting 
themfelves into order, if they were in any confufion, on account of meeting the 
Polanders. 

At their return from fuch an incurfion, the Khan receives his tenth of the whole 
booty, which is afterwards divided amongft the feveral hords, and every Mirza receives 
the tenth of the fhare that belongs to his hord 5 after which, what remains is divided 
fairly and regularly amongft all that ferved in the excurfion. It is, undoubtedly, one 
of the moft fhocking fpeftacles that can be beheld, to fee the unhappy people of all ages, 
ranks, and fexes, that have been thus carried away, feparated from each other, and 
torn away by their relentlefs fruiters, who either keep and employ them in fervile work, 
or fell them, if they think proper, to the Turks, Perfians, Circaflians, or any of the 
adjacent nations, or to the merchants who come up into their countries on purpofe to 
buy Haves. It is from their fortune in thefe kind of excurfions, that the Tartar princes 
become rich and potent ; for what they receive from their parents is very inconfiderable, 
and they make no fcruple of telling ftrangers, when they admire the number of their 
tents, horfts, cattle, and Haves, that what they have was acquired by their l'word and 
bow ; and that if they had been lefs lucky in their expeditions, they had been as poor 
and as miserable as any of their fubje&s. By leading this kind of life they become very, 
afiive and vigorous, capable of enduring prodigious fatigue, fo as to go without Heep 
for many nights together, and with little or no food for many days ; but when they, 
come to have more leifure, they will fetch this up by fleeping forty-eight hours upon the 
ftretch, and will crowd three or four meals into one. Their good and bad qualities are 
peculiar to themfelves, and feem to be derived entirely from the kind of life they lead ; 
for though they will fight very bravely, yet they muft be forced to it, chufing much 
rathvr to fly, if it be practicable. They will drink very freely upon certain occafions, 
but upon fuch occafions only, for at other times they are both abftemious and fober. 
The Crim Tartars are very far from being jealous, and are, generally fpeaking, con- 
tent with one wife, fcldotn making ul'e of their Haves as concubines ; but then they are 
mercilefs inafters, treat their Haves in the fame manner as their cattle, and fell them 
with as little ceremony. Under misfortunes they are patient, or rather fullen, but 
what little education they have makes fome difference amongft them, as appears by fuch 
of their Khans as are banilhed to Rhodes, which is the common place of their exile- 
when depofed, where they live very handfomely, and without any dejection o fpirt. 
Indeed this misfortune happens fo frequently, that they cannot be much furprizedat it. 
In the court of the Khan’s palace at Bafcia Sarny, there are two tombs of princes who 
died in poffefiion of that dignity, and, it is fuppofed, were crofted there as curiofities. 
in that refpett. I have dwelt the longer upon this lubjett, bccaufe I take it to be both 
inftruitive and entertaining. 

In order to apprehend clearly the nature of our author’s Voyages and Travels, wc 
mutt confider the countries that lie upon the Black Sea, which is every wherp flmr it, by 
the hand, except at the narrow Streights of Conftantinople. On the weti fide, lies mo 
European coaft, viz. the maritime parts of Moldavia, Bulgaria, and Romani, 1, extend- 
ing from fouth to north, that is, from Conftantinople to Oczakow, iu a itraigftt hue. al* it . 

d,.M . 
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three hundred and twenty miles. On the north fide Iks the Little Tartary, the penin- 
fula of Crim, and the great country of Circa Ilia, that circumfcribe the Palus Meotis, 
which communicates with the Black Sea by the Streights of Daman or Theinan, which- 
have the peninfula of Crim on one fide, and Circaflia on the other. Thus it appears 
that Circaffia makes the north-eaft boundary of the Black Sea, and ftrctches iifelf quite 
to the Cafpian. The countries lying on the weft fide of the Black Sea, and to the 
fouth of Circaflia, arc Mingrelia, Immoretta, and Guriel, of which our author has 
given a large and very good defeription. 

Thefe countries arc all mountainous and narrow, having behind them towards the 
Cafpian, the large country of Georgia, which borders immediately on the Perfian 
dominions, having Circaflia on the north, the countries of Mingrelia, Immoretta, 
Guriel, and Armenia, on the weft, the Cafpian Sea on the eaft, and the territories of 
of Perfia to the fouth. The feveral nations that inhabit thefe countries are, properly 
fpeaking, Tartars, or very little better ; and though there are fomc towns, and even cities, 
yet molt of the inhabitants live in tents. The Princes of the Orcadians are hereditary 
chiefs of clans, like other Tartars, and it is certainly a degree of compliance to efteem 
them Chriftians. It muft be however allowed, that they are not quite fo barbarous, or 
to fpeak with greater propriety, fo far removed in their manners from ours, as other 
Tartars, notwithftanding their unnatural and deleftable cuftom of felling their children ; 
for it is certain that they take a good deal of pains in their education, but with no other 
view than that of bringing them to abetter market. The boys, befides riding, hunting, 
fhooting, and martial cxercifes, are taught feveral languages, and as they are very active 
in their perfons, have quick wits, and are of bold and enterprifing natures, they 
rife frequently to great preferment, both in Turkey and in Purlin ; as for the girls, 
they are likewife taught the Turkifh and Perfian tongues, mufic, dancing, and to re- 
peat amorous novels and romances. If it may be accounted wonderful to fee parents 
part with their children with fo much cafe as they do, it is certainly not at all lefs ft range 
to fee the children quit their fathers and mothers not only without pain, but with the 
utmoft. alacrity, the girls more efpccially. This ariles from the ftorics they are told, 
of the vaft fortunes that their countrywomen have made in different parts of the world, 
which fills them with afpiring thoughts, and to fay the truth, their llavery is none of 
the hardeft, for the merchants who buy them take as much care as is poftible to improve 
their education, and are fo far from making any attempts upon their chaftity, that they 
are the moft jealous guardians of it in the world, becaufe all the hopes they have of 
felling them to advantage are founded in the extreme fondnefs the Mahometans have 
for virgins, and when they are fold, it is at fo high a price, that thofe who buy them 
muftbc both able and difpofed to maintain them in allluende. 

There is no need to add any remarks on the remaining part of this feftion, becaufe 
whatever requires farther explanation will be fet in a clear light in the fubfequent fec- 
tions ; ouly it may not be amifs to obferve, that fince the declenfion of the Perfian 
empire, the Ruffians have taken many of the Circafiian and Georgian princes under 
their protection, and it is highly probable that in time the reft will follow their example, 
which perhaps may renda* the country more acceflible, and prove the means of drawing 
the inhabitants out of their prefent (late of barbarifm. If this could be done, and they 
once civilize^, and brought under one fovercign, or even two or three that lived in toler- 
able harmony with each other, there is no doubt that they might be able to defend them- 
felves againft any that fliould attack them, and by the happinefs of their fituation, between 
the Euxine and the Cafpian Seas, and the many valuable commodities their country 

3 ' produces, 
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produces, they might very fpeedily eftablilh a much more profitable as well as reputable 
commerce, than that which they have hitherto carried on. . The late Schah Nadir, 
who had great views with refpect to trade, was very defirous of forcing a paffage to the 
Black Sea, where he intended to have efiablilhed a port from which he cxpetted vail 
things, but very probably thefe great defigns will fall with him, and as the prefent 
generation is not like to fee his equal, we mud leave to poflerity the hopes of beholding 
thefe countries and their inhabitants in a better fituation than they are at prefent, for 
which they feem to have been defigned by nature ; in a worfe, however, they 
cannot well be. 
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A 

COPIOUS AND CIRCUMSTANTIAL DESCRIPTION 

OF THE 

GREAT EMPIRE OF PERSIA, 

ITS SITUATION, EXTENT, DISTRIBUTION OF ITS PROVINCES, CLIMATE, RIVERS, SEAS, 
. SOIL, PRODUCE, AND THE CHIEF CITIES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY ; 

AS TO AFFORD A PERFECT IDEA OF ITS CONDITION IN PAST AND PRESENT TIMES. 

Collc£led from the Writings of the mod famous Travellers, particularly from tliofe of Herbert , Chardin , 
Tavernier, Thevenot , Le Brun , and others, their fevcral Remarks and Obfervations being all digefted in 
into a regular and eafy Method. 


i . The Situation and Extent of the Perfian Empire , with a fuccind Account of the Reafons 
why a clear and perfect Notion of the Territories which compofe this Empire is of fuch 
Importance towards a right Idea of general Hi/lory and Geography . — 2. A difind and 
accurate Defcription of the federal Provinces under the Dominion of the Perfian Em~ 

; peror , their ancient and modern Names , Situation , Extent , chief Cities , and Ports . 
— 3. The Air a?id Climate of Pcrfia in its different Parts ; with an Account of the 
hot and fifing Winds fo dangerous to Travellers on the Sea-coaf. — 4. The Rivers in 
this Country , and the various Methods made ufe of to dffufe the Water by Canals and 
Aqucduds ; and an Account of tl)e Seas upon which it borders . — 5. Of the Appearance 
of the Country in general , and of the Diverfity of Soils in Perfia. — 6. Of the particular 
Hufbandry ufed in this Country , the Produce of Arable Lands and Gardens . — 7. Of 
the Variety of Fruits , Trees , Flowers , and Shrubs , that grow therein . — 8. Of medicinal 
Drugs that are brought from Perfa , particularly Opium , AJfafoetida , and Bezoar . — 
9. A large and curious Account of the Animats , tame and wild , in the fevcral Provinces 
of Perfia . — 10, Of the Fowls , Birds, and Fifi in this Country , and the Reafon why 
the latter is fo fcarce at Ifpahan . — 1 1 . Of the Minerals in Perfia , of precious Stones, 
particularly the Turquois , /o be peculiar to this Country . — 12. Of the Manner of 
building in Perfia , £0^ wvY adapted to their Climate , and of the Methods ufed to keep 
their houfes cool and pie af ant, even in the hottef Seafons . — 13. ^ particular Defcription 
cf the capital City of Ifpahan or Spahawn, with its peculiar Beauties and Blemijhes . — • 
14 .A difind Defcription of the Royal Palace and of the Imperial Mofque . — 18. Of the 
Bagnios , Gardens , and Bridges in the City of Ifpahan , /// /Ar Neighbourhood • — • 

16. A large Defcription of the Borough or Suburb of Julpha , zui Account of the 
Armenians who inhabit it. — 17. 27 ^ noble City of Chiras deferibed , tiz//A <?/z Account of 
the adjacent Country , /Ar Produce . — 18. ^ Account of the noble Antiquities 
at Tchetminar , Afo Remains of the ancient Perfepolis , jufly efeemed the mof glorious 
Antiquity in the World . — 19. 0 /* Places of Note in Perfa , zwar* efpeciauy upon 
its Sea-coaf , and of the Defgn of Schah Nadir to have removed the Capital of the 
Perfian Empire , w//A //;<* Reafons upon which that Projed was founded . — 20. ^ 
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Comparifon between the pa ft and prefent State of Perfia , in regard as well to the 

Fertility and Riches of the Country , as of the. great Cities dnd Ports. — 21, Remark s t 

hiftorica /, political , and critical , upon the foregoing Scflion. 

I . r | 'HERE is fcarceany country in the world which makes a greater figure in hifto- 
JL ries, Facred or profane, ancient or modern, than this of which we are fpeaking. 
In the Scriptures the deliverance of the Jews by Cyrus ; the protection they received 
from his fucce Hors ; ihe memorable prefervation of the whole people from the dark 
and deep laid plot of Hainan, all refer to this potent empire and its monarchy. In refer- 
ence to the Greek hlftcry, the cat Her parrs of it turn entirely on the difputes between 
the free Hates of Greece and the great King, as the latter contain nothing more than 
the hiftory of the fubverfion of the Perfian empire by Alexander the Great, and the 
divifion of its feverai provinces after his deceafc among his captains. In regard to the 
Roman hiftories again, vve find the Parlhiarts continually difputing the progrefs of their 
arms in the caff, and the ntofl confiderablc part of the Conftantinopolitan hiftory, before 
the irruption of the Saracens proved fatal to both empires, comprehends the difoutes 
between the fuccdTors of Conftantine the Great and the Emperors of Perfia. Proin 
the time the Saracens became mailers of this country, the fuccoflion of their Caliphs 
forms a principal branch of theOriemal hiftory down to the extmclion of their dominion. 
Since that time the feverai conquerors of this empire have fufliciently difthtguiflied them- 
felves to deferve notice, and even 1 he frequency of revolutions in this country make the 
hiftory of it more curious and more entertaining. We know' very little of the etymo- 
logy of the word Perfia, feme fay it was fo called from the hero Perfeus, fon of Jupiter 
and Danse, but that feems to be a very ridiculous fable j others derive it from Perfes, 
a nobleman of that country, in times of great antiquity, but with refpeft to this alfo 
there wants both probability and proof ; neither is the third account of the matter, 
which derives its name f rom Paras, that fignifies a horfe, very fatisfa&ory ; and as for 
the modern Perfian word Pars, it is vifibly derived from Perfia, and therefore cannot 
help us to explain it. As to the oriental writirs, they know it not at all by this 
Dame, but. flyle it conftantly Iran. In order to apprehend the meaning of this 
name, which is abfolutely necefTary to the underftanding their hiftories, we are to 
know, that an ancient King of this country, or rather of the Upper Afia, w hofc name 
was Ferri doun, had two fons, Tour and Irag, w'ho fucceeded him in his dominions, the 
former had all the country on the other fide the river Oxus, which by the way, the 
Orientals ftyie Gihon, and the other the country on this fide. Hence arifes the distinc- 
tion of all the countries in the Upper Afia (China and the Indies excepted) into Toqpn 
and Iran ; the former comprehending Great Tartary, and all the countries bordering 
or depending upon it, and the latter Perfia in like manner, with all its dependencies. 
As for the modern writers in tiic Perfian tongue, as they ftyie their fovercigu Shah, fo 
they give his dominions the title of Shahiftan, or the territories of the Shah. 

We will proceed next to the fituation of this country, and this is beft fliewn by mark- 
ing the dominions of thefe Princes that confine it ; for as to the diftinCt and precife 
limitations of this empire, it is impcfiible to lay them down with accuracy or certainty, 
becaufc they depend upon the power of its monarchs, which fluctuates every day. On 
the»<?aft it has the dominions of the Great Mogul, the ocean and the Gulph of Perfia 
towards the foutb, the territories of the Grand Signior on the weft, and the country of 
Circaflia, the Cafpian Sea and the river Oxus, which divides it from the tjfbeck Tartary, 

. on the 1 north. It may not be amifs to obferve, that the northern and fouthern bounda- 
ries' feldom or never vary, as being fixed by nature ; but on the eaft and weft the Per- 
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fians fometimes encroach upon, but in later times have been oftener encroached upon 
by their neighbours, as will appear more clearly when we come to fpeak particularly 
of its provinces. 

As to its extent, it reaches from fouth to north about twenty degrees, that is, from 
twenty-five to forty-five degrees of north latitude. It contains pretty near the fame 
number of degrees of longitude, the neareft of its provinces lying in the longitude of 
forty-five, and the moll diftant about fixty-fix degrees call from the meridian of Lon- 
don. According to the ordinary computation, allowing for the divifion made by the 
Cafpian Sea, it is a fquarc of between eleven and twelve hundred miles, which fhews 
plainly, that it is one of the moft confiderable countries of Afla ; and if it was as 
thoroughly inhabited as the excellency of its fituation, climate, and foil deferve, its 
monarchs would be, doubtlefs, as powerful as any fovereign Princes in the world j 
though at prefent, from a multitude of concurring accidents, it feems to be thinner in 
people, and weaker in point of government, than any of the other four Afiaric empires. 
As Perfia, properly fo called, is but a very finall country in comparifon of what now 
goes under that name, fo the different times and occafions by which the other diftritfs 
that now depend upon it were annexed thereto, render it extremely difficult to fix the 
number, the names, and the fituation of its provinces, about which hardly any two geogra- 
phers or travellers have been hitherto able to agree; therefore the reader will not think it 
ftrange, if the account we give of them differs from thofe he has met with before. 

2. In order to deliver as plain an account of this matter as is poflible, we ftiall ob- 
ferve, that the moft accurate of the Perfian writers thcmfelves divide their country into 
thirteen provinces, and therefore it appears moft reafonable to follow that divifion ; 
and it may likewife be convenient to purf'uc their method of deferibing them ; as this 
is a thing altogether arbitrary, and there feems to be the fame caui'e to take it one 
way as another, provided that when the method is once chofen it is clofely purfued, 
that the reader may be able to trace it exactly, without confufion, and even to form 
in his head, as it were, a fcheme of the whole country that is laid before him. We 
fhall begin then with the north-eaft, and fo palling along fouthward, deferibe all the 
countries of Perfia that lie towards the frontier^ cither of Tartary or India. We fhall 
then deferibe the provinces on the ocean and the Perfian Gulph, together with fuch as 
lie within land ; thofe on the frontiers of the Turkifh empire will follow thefe, and we fhall 
end with the provinces that lie north-weft and north on the coaft of the Cafpian Sea. 

I. Aftarabat, or Eftarabat, is fituated on the coaft of the Cafpian Sea, to the fouth 
of the opening of the river Amu or Ox us ; it hath Chorafan on the caft, and on 
the -fouth the province of Mafanderan, on the weft the Cafpian Sea, and part of Tartary 
on the north. It is but finall, having thirty-five leagues in length from weft to eaft, 
and fifteen in breadth from north to fouth ; for which reafon many of our geogra- 
phers include it within the great province of Chorafan. In regard to fertility, as well 
as to its climate, there is not a finer country in Perfia. A ridge of hills that run 
through it furnifh abundance of finall rivulets, and foine fine rivers that, running 
through it into the Cafpian Sea, clothe the country, for a great part of the year, with 
continual verdure. The capital of this province has the lame name with the province 
itfelf, and is one of the bell built cities in Perfia ; and as it is a frontier towards Tar- 
tary, it is tolerably fortified, and has commonly a good garrifon. It Hands upon a 
gulph of the fame name, and has a very good port for fmall veffels that do not draw 
any great depth of water. There are in it both filk and woollen manufa&ures. and 
the inhabitants drive a great trade in a fort of camblets, that are much efteemed botn 
for beauty and ftrength. The country about is well cultivated, and as for the weftem 
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part of the province, it is a perfect orchard, abounding with fruits of all kinds, as well 
as with fine trees for lhade and f6r timber ; but the Tame ’thing cannot be faid of the 
eaftem part of the province, which being expofed to the inroads of the Ufbeck Tar- 
tars, is fo depopulated, that, in fpite of the kindnefs of Nature, it looks like a perfect 
defart. 

II. Chorafan is efteemed the faireft, richeft, and moil fertile province of the whole em- 
pire, and is the country known to the ancients by the name of Bafte^a ; it is divided by 
the mountains of Balck from Great Bucharia, has the principality of Candahar on the 
eaft, the province of Segiftan on the fouth, the provinces of Yerack and Mafanderan to 
the weft, and the province of Efterabat and the river Amu oiiythe north. It is thought 
to be about one hundred German leagues in compafs. The climate is very temperate, 
the foil extremely fruitful, abounding with rich fruits, fine* pafturages, producing 
excellent corn, wine, and filk, and affording bolides rich mines of gold, filver, and 
precious fiones. It was formerly the belt peopled, the beft planted, and the belt built pro- 
vince in Perfia, but of late the incurfions of the Ulbeck Tartars have laid one half of 
it wafte ; and though for a few years they were kept in awe by the Shah Nadir, who 
drove them out of this country, for which he had a peculiar afl'ettion, yet it is not to 
be fuppofed, while the affairs of the Perfian empire are in confufion, that they can be 
long reftrained. The chief city of this province is Mefchid, or Thous, of which we 
(hall have occafion to ipcak more hereafter ; and befidcs this, there are many other 
considerable places, fuch as Nichaboor, Herat, Tcharkcz, Amonoye, &c. 

III. Sabluftan, bounded on the north by the provinces of Chorafan and Candahar, 
which latter is fometimes reckoned a part of t his province, on the eaft by the dominions 
of the Great Mogul, and on the fouth and weft by the province of Segiftan. The cli- 
mate is tolerable, but the foil is extremely mountainous and barren ; the inhabitants 
are, generally fpeaking, boorilh and rude, at leaft in comparifon of the reft of the Per- 
fians, yet the capital of the province, which is the city of Boft, is large, well built, well- 
inhabited, and the country about it is exceedingly well cultivated ; all which arifes from 
its lying in the diredt road to the Indies. It is a place of great trade, abounds with 
manufactures and ftrangers from all countries, and with the diftrift about it, looks fo 
very unlike all the reft of the province, that it l'ecms to have dropt into it from the 
clouds. Some other towns there are, but of no great importance, only it is fit to 
remark, that the people of this country make the hardieft foldiers, and are the beft 
infantry in the Perfian empire. 

IV. Segiftan, which feems to have been the Drangiana of the ancients, is bounded 
by Sabluftan on the north, the territories of the Great Mogul on the eaft, by the pro- 
vinces of Makeran on the fouth, and by part of the province of Kerman on the weft. 
This country is tolerably fruitful, and is particularly remarkable for its palm-trees and its 
excellent dates, but it is greatly expofed to winds, which fometimes drive the fands in 
fuch a manner, as to cover the houfes, and even whole villages. It was formerly famous 
for its gold mines, which, if we may truft the Perfian authors, were the richeft in the 
world, the veins fometimes puflpng to the very furface ; in which they are counte- 
nanced by fome very ancient Greek authors. T his province has produced both heroes 
and learned men, who have from thence borrowed the furname of Scgiftani, winch by 
tile* way is a practice very, common’ in Perfia. The capital is the city of Zweng, more 
coiftfnonly ftyled Segiftan, but a place of no great note. There are befides two other 
jfoces of fome figure in this country, Cobin and Maftich. 

V. Macran, or Macheran, fuppofed to be the ancient Gedrofia, is bounded by 
Sqgiftan on the north, by the dominions of the Great Mogul on the eaft, by the ocean 
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oft the fouth, arid by the, province of -Kerman towards the weft ; it is looked 
one of the worft provinces in Perfia, the air being very indifferent, arid the foil barrel* j 
it is but indifferently peopled, and the inhabitants are efteerned barbarous and faith* 
lefs. The chief towns in it are Makeran, Paftir, and Geft ; the north part of ft is 
entirely a delart of ten days’ journey ; it has, indeed, a port at Goaii^, but t»f no 
great confequence, for it is capable of receiving only linall veffels, and is befideis not 
very fecure. 

VI. Kerman, which is without doubt the Caranunia of the ancients, a very large and 
noble province, which may be well efteerned one of the moll beautiful in Perfia. ' It is 
bounded by Segiftan and Makeran towards the eaft, the ocean towards the fouth, the ‘ 
province of Fars towards the well:, and by a defart which feparates it from the province 
of Ycrac Agetni, towards the north. Some part of it is mountainous and barren enough, 
but the vallies are wonderfully fertile, producing fruits, roots and flowers in vaft abun- 
dance ; it is in this province that fuch vaft quantities of roles grow, as enable the inhabit- 
ants to carry on a confidcrable trade in role-water, which is highly efteerned not only 
throughout all the eaft, but in Europe ; they have alio very rich mines in this 
country, particularly thofe of Turquoifes, of which we Ihall i’peak hereafter ; ad- 
mirable ft eel, out of which they fabricate all kind of arms, and they have befides great 
manufa&ures of tapeftry. But after all, the principal glory of this country is its fheep, 
the wool of which is efteerned the fineft in the world ; and they have a very Angular 
way of coming at it, for at a certain feafon of the year they pull it from the backs of 
the animals with their fingers, fo that the fliccp are entirely naked ; this wool is all 
wrought in its natural colours, and without dye ; it is of three forts, th=> firft brown, 
the fecond of a fpeckled grey, and the third of a milk-white ; this laft is the moft 
efteerned ; for there is none of it that ever goes out of the country, for it is entirely 
employed in making garments for their moulhas, or men of the law, and priefts, who 
wear nothing elfe. There are in this province more of the Gubers, Gaurs, or fire- 
worlhippers, who are the remains of the ancient Perfians, than in all the empire befide; 
and thele frugal and induftrious people manufacture from the other two forts of wool, 
feveral kinds of light Huffs, which in point of* beauty and lultre are not at all inferior 
to filk. The city of Kerman is the capital of the province, it is large and well peopled, 
provifions are cheap there, and in the neighbourhood they have a manufacture of 
earthen-ware, which comes very near porcelain. The fort of Gambroon. and the ifiand 
of Ormus, arc by fume authors reckoned dependent upon this province, which has 
produced feveral great heroes, learned phyficians, excellent poets, and in a word, 
famous men of every kind ; amengft the reft, the celebrated Achinet Kermani, who 
was poet laureat to Tamerlane, and compofed in Perfian verle the aCts of Alexander 
the Great, of Gingifchan, and of his patron. 

VII. Fars or Faifillan, as the Perfians call it, is the ancient Perfia Proper, the Orien- 
tals fay that it derives its name from Fars, the foil of Azaz, that is Arphazad the Yon of 
Shem, the fon of Noah ; but what authority they have for this is more than l can de- 
termine : it is bounded on the eaft by Kerman, by .the Gulph of Perfia on the fouth, 
by the province of Chufiftan towards the weft, and by a great defart called Nau- 
bendighian upon the north, which feparates it from Yerac Agemi. This fandydpfart 
is of a vaft extent, and reaches to the frontiers of the province of Chorafan ; it is- the 
fame we have meptioned%efore, in fpeaking of the province of Kerman. This is a rich 
and noble country, abounding with all the neceffaries of life, but more efpedally famous 
for producing in the neighbourhood of Shiraz, the richeft and fineft wine in Perfia ; 
but the^imperial grape of Tauris is efteerned moft pleafant and lufpous for earing.’ 



A DESCRIPTION Of MJE81A. 


* 7 $ 


glafs o»an«fe£ture in. this province, wkero tjiey blow 
bdpfes'pf -an enormous fize, fome that are laid to hold three gallons of our meafure ; 
iW the^lseep, their wine in earthen veifels^a? we fhall have occafion to fliew hereafter. 
The chief ektes in this country are Shiraz," which will be defcribed elfewhere. Lar, 
formerly the capital of a little independent principality ; Bander Congo, a port upon 
the Perfi an Gulph, to which we may add, though, as I have faid, fome comprehend it 
under the province of Kerman, the famous port of Gambroon, or Bander Abaffi. On the 
©ppofite Ihore of Arabia there is a fmail territory, called from the principal place 
therein, ElcatiiF,\vhich formerly belonged to the Perfians, and was fometimes annexed to 
the government of Farfiftan, which is one reafon why I mention it here ; another is, 
that in feveral maps, and in many oriental authors, the Perfian Gulph is from hence 
called the Sea of ElcaiiiT. 


VIII. Chufiftan, the Sufiana of the ancients, is bounded on the eaft by the provinces 
of Farfiftan and Terac, by the Gulph of Perfia on the fouth, by the territory of BalTora 
on the weft, and by the province of Curdeftan on the north ; the capital of this country 
is Schoufter, believed with reafon to be the city of Shulhan mentioned in the book of 
Either, famous for a noble palace built here by the Perfian Monarch Artaxerxes, who 
is the Ahafuerus of the Scripture, and for the tomb of the prophet Daniel, of neither of 
which there are now any remains, though a Perfian author of great credit allures us, 
that the latter was ftanding in his time, and that he had feen it. 

IX. Curdeftan, or Curdiltan, part of the ancient Aflyria, bounded on the weft by the 
dominions of the Grand Signior, by the province of Chufiftan on the fouth, by Erac 
Agcini on the eaft, and by Arderbeitzan or Media on the north ; it is with very little 
reafon th# this country finds a place among the provinces of Perfia, for the Curds are 
a nation that fometimes own the protection of the Porte, and fometimes profefs a de- 
pendence upon the Shall, but are in reality fubjeds to neither ; they are, to fay the 
truth, a very extraordinary race of highlanders, governed by their own hereditary 
chiefs, and the reafon that 1 ftyle them extraordinary is, becaufe their force confifts in 
horfe, of which fome chiefs can bring hundreds, others thoufands, and it has been 
knoVn, that a chief has brought twenty thouland into the field, where they behave as 
well as any troops in the world. As to their religion they call themfelves Mahome- 
tans, but except circumcifion and abftincncc from wine, in both which they are very 
ftrid, they oblerve no other precepts of the Aicoran, and have neither moulahs nor 
mol'ques, except in two or three of their great towns. The mountains, of which this 
country is full, are rude and barren, but the vallics are fertile and plcafant, producing 
great quantities of tobacco and vines ; of the former they make a great profit, but they 
make no wine of the latter,* which they convert into raifins. The chief city in this 
country is Bettis, and befiaes this, there are fome other places of note, indifferently 
built, but well inhabited. Thanuis Kouli Kan attacked theft? people often, but with very 
littleTucctfs, and they have more than once defeated both the Perfians and the Turks 
in pitched battles, yet they ad generally on the defen five, and feldotn fight out of their 


own country. 

X. Erac Agemi, or as fome w r rite, Azemi ; the reafon of this addition is to diftinguifh- 
it from a province of the Turkifh empire which is called Erac Arabi, and is precifely 
the ancient province of Babylon } whereas Erac Agemi is the ancient. Pajthia. This 
Bobte province is bounded on the nprth by Aderb< iczan and Ghilan, by the province of 
Choraian on the eaft, by Chufiftan and Farfiftan on the fouth, and by Curdeftan on 
the weft. ‘.The chief city 4s the capital of the Perfian empire, viz. Ifpahan, or Spabawn, 
fituate, in the^ftitude of. thirty-two degree?, forty minutes north, and in the fiftieth 
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degree of longlttide eaft from the meridian of London ; there are alfo in this province 
feveral other conftderab'Ie places, fuch as Cafbin, fuppofed to be the ancient Ariafia j 
Com, defcribed in the laft fefiion ; Sava mentioned there likewife ; Hamadan, a very 
fine city on the frontiers of Curdeftan, the country about it extremely fruitful in rice, the 
mountains in the neighbourhood fupplying feveral fine rivulets, which render its terri- 
tory wonderfully fruitful. The Turks became mailers of it by ftorm in 1 623, and 
almoft totally deftroyed both it and its inhabitants. Calbam, which lies about feventy 
miles north of Ifpahan ; Yezd, which is fituated one hundred and five miles to the 
eaftward of that capital. 

XI. Gilan, under which the modem Perfian geographers comprehend not only the 
country properly fo called, which comprehend prccifcly the liyrcania of the ancients, 
but alfo the provinces of Mazanderan and Tabrellah ; lo that, confidered in this light, 
it is a very extenfive country, bounded by the Cafpian Sea on the north, by the pro- 
vince of Chorafan on the eall, by that of Erac Agcmi on the fouth, and by the great 
country of Aderbeitzan on the weft. The whole of this province is wonderfully fair and 
fruitful. It is diftinguilhed from almoft all the provinces of this great empire by feme 
very particular advantages. In the firft place, its iituation is very peculiar; for on the one 
fide it is covered by thefea, and towards the land it is furrounded with mountains and 
rocks that rife like fo many natural fortifications, with this fingular circumftance, that 
while they are rude, inacceflible, and terrible on that fide, which is turned towards the 
reft of the provinces of the empire, they are on the infide refpedHng this province, of 
gentle afeent, covered with perpetual verdure, and covered with groves of citrons, 
oranges, olives, and figs. The very fummits of the mountains (haded by cyprefs-trees 
and other excellent timber, which may be eafily tranfported to the fea-fide ; for through 
this rampart of rocks, nature has formed feveral paflages fo wide, and with fuch a flope 
as render them perfectly eafy, and yet fo well fenced on each fide, that a final 1 barricade 
will render them impregnable. Another fingular benefit which this country enjoys, is 
its unbounded and amazing fruitfulncfs, which with very little cultivation pours out 
fuch prodigious abundance of all things neccflary and deferable as is fcarce to be be- 
lieved ; for it is equally famous for its lilk, its oil, its wines, its rice, its tobacco, and a 
vaft variety of fruits. In other parts of Perfia their houfes are but mean, and the 
moveables of the common people very coarfe ; but here, on the contrary, every peafant 
has a good houfo, and moft of bis furniture is made of box, of which they have the 
largeft and fineft trees in the world, and a large garden full of citrons, oranges, figs, 
and vines, fo large, that the bl anches of them are frequently as big as a man’s body. 
A third commodity, in lome rncafure peculiar to this province, is a vaft abundance of 
fifh in their rivers, and in that part of the Cafpian Sea which wafhes their coafts ; from 
whence, as the people draw an immenfe profit, fo the Shah derives from thence a great 
revenue. The capital of this province is Refech, which ftands in the latitude of thirty- 
feven degrees of north, a large and populous city ; befides which there are KTcfker, 
Aftara, and ether confukrabb places within its bounds. Two things more deferve 
our notice; one is, that the people of this province are of the Turkifh, and not of the 
Perfian religion, that is, they are followers of Ou^ar, and not of Ali : the other, that 
by the treaty between the Emperor Peter the Great and the Shah in 1723, this pro- 
vince was yielded to the Ruffians. Mazanderan and Tabreftan are alfo very cotifider- 
able countries, but fo like to Gilan in their produce, that it is not neceffary to describe 
them particularly. 

XII. Aderbeitzan, which comprehends the greateft and beft part of the ancient 
Media, is a very noble and beautiful country, bounded by the province of Shirvan on • 
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the north, by Gilan and the Cafpian Sea on the eaft, by Erac Agemi and Curdeftan on 
the iOUth, and by the river Aras or Araxis on the weft, which divides it from Georgia. 
The fatuous city of Tauris or Tabris, which is defcribed in the foregoing fe&ion, is the 
capital of this country, and was one of the fineft cities of Perfia, till deftroyed by the 
Turks in their laft war with the Perfians, when they are faid to have put one hundred 
thousand perfons of all ranks, ages and fexes to the fword. Ardevil is another great 
and fine city in this country, Handing about thirty miles from mount Tauris ; and Sul- 
tania, which was deftroyed by Tamerlane, was fcarce inferior to any city in Perfia, as 
the ruins that ftill remain fufficiently reftify at this day. It is ftill a good town, contain* 
ing about fix thoufand inhabitants ; but is particularly remarkable for a moft noble 
mofque, in which is the tomb of the founder of this city, the famous Sultan Mahomet 
Chodabende. This mofque has three great gates, all of poliflied fteel, and the tomb is 
feen through a grate of the fame metal, finely wrought in foliages and branches of trees ; 
and though fonie of thefe are of the thicknefs of a man’s arm, yet they are fo exquifitely 
finiffied, that there is not fo much as a joint to be perceived in the whole ; from whence 
the inhabitants perfuade themfelves, and would willingly perfuade ftrangers, that it is 
made of one entire piece, and affirm that it was feven years in making. 

XIII. Shirvan, or, according to the Perfian orthography, Schirwan, contains the 
northern part of Media, and is by many authors made only a part of the foregoing pro- 
vince ; but we comprehend within it, for the lake of keeping within bounds, the little 
province of Dagcftan, and fo much of Georgia and Armenia as belongs to the Per- 
fians ; and taking it in this light, it is thus bounded ; by Circaffia and the Ruffian terri- 
tories on the north, by the Cafpian Sea on the eaft, by Aderbeitzan on the fouth, and 
by the Turkifh Armenia and Georgia on the weft. Schamakie is the capital of this 
province, and Hands in the latitude of forty degrees fifty minutes north, between two 
mountains well fortified, and is a place of great trade. Derbent, or Debircan, which 
fignifies an iron gate, is a famous pafs between the mountains and the Cafpian Sea. 
Baku is the only tolerable port on the weft fide of the Cafpian ; it is large and fate, 
but not deep ; the town is final!, hut well peopled, and commanded by a citadel ; it 
was given up to (lie Ruffians by the peace of 1723. The province of Dageftan is at 
prefent for the moft part in the hands of the Tartars, and to curb this fierce nation, 
who are able to bring twenty thoufand men into the field, the Ruffians built the fortrefs 
of St. Andrew, not far from Tarku, w hich is the capital of this country, as Teflis is of 
that part of Georgia which belongs to Perfia. That part of Armenia w hich belongs to- 
this country is ftylcd Aran, and the capital of it is Erivan, which has been before de- 
fcribed. "Within the bounds of this province ftands alfo the city of Nackfivan, which 
the inhabitants are fully convinted is the oldeft in the world, having been built by Noah 
and his children upon their coming out of the ark, of which, if you will credit them, 
there arc ftill fome remains on the mountains that are not far from hence. Thus we 
have completed a regular and geographical defeription of all the p is of this great 
empire, which will enable the reader to comprehend perfectly all that follows in the' 
enfuing feftion. And w'e dare alfo allure him, that he will find it of very great ufe 
towards underftanding all the hiftories of and travels through this country, already 
publilhed, as~ well as the accounts we^nay hereafter receive from thence, which: might 
otherife appear very unintelligible. , 

3. Perfia, extending from the twenty- fifth degree of latitude to the forty-fifth, the 
longeft day in the fouth is thirteen hours and a half, and in the north above fifteen 
hours. In fo great an extent of country it is natural to fuppofe that the air and feafons 
are very difterent, as in fact we find them to be. In the middle of the empire, their 
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winter, begins in* November and continues till March, with fevers frofts and fhow, 
which falls in great quantities on their mountains, but not fo mxicMp-the 'champaign 
country ; from the month of March till May the wind is ufually high, and from thence 
to September they have a calm ferene heaven, without fo much as a cloud ; and 
though it be pretty hot in the daytime, the refrelhing breezes which blow constantly 
morning and evening, as well as in the night, make the fummer very tolerable, efpe- 
cially fince the nights are near ten hours long. The air is fo pure, and the liars fhine 
with that luftre, that one man may know another very well by their light, and people 
travel much more in the night than the day. In this part of Pcrfia there are very 
feldom any hurricanes or tempefts and very little thunder and lightning, nor is it fub- 
jett to earthquakes, and the air is fo extremely dry in the fummer feafon, that you will 
not find the leaft dew or moifture on any thing that is laid abroad all night, or even 
in’ the grafs, and it very feldom rains in the winter. No country is more healthful than 
the interior part of Perfia, as appears by the hale complexion of the natives ; they are 
ftrong and robuft, and, generally fpeaking, enjoy conltnnt health. As lor foreigners 
who come thither, it is a common obfervation, that thofe who are healthy at their 
arrival continue fo, and jftat thofe who are fick feldom recover. 

The air in the fouthern part of Perfia, pariicuhrly about Gombroon, is very un- 
healthy in the fpring and fall : our European factors never pats a year without a 
dangerous fit of illnefs, which frequently carries them off. It is an ordinary thing for 
two of them to agree, that if one of them the the furvivor fL:di poflefs the other’s 
fortune. Nor is this any great prejudice to (heir relations, for if a man loaves private 
truftees, or makes the Company his executors, the heir of the deccafed will meet with 
great difficulties in recovering the teftator’s effects, The months of June, July, and 
Auguft, are healthy enough, but fo very hot, that both natives and foreigners get up 
into the mountains at that time. The hot winds which blow irom the call ward, over 
a long tratt of fandy defarts, are ready to fuffocate them, and fometimes there happens 
a peftilential blaft, which flrikes the traveller dead in an infhmt. It rains but very 
feldom here any part of the year, and the water 1 hey favc then is very unwholefome. 

The provinces of Georgia, Shirvan, and Adirbeitzan, are very dry and warm in the 
fummer, but fubjefl: to dorms and tempefts in the winter, and as feverc frofls for fix 
months as any countries on the continent in the fame latitude ; but as this part of Per- 
il a is very mountainous, there is frequently a vaft difference between (he air on the 
north and the fourh fide of the mountains, and in a few miles travelling people think 
themfelves in a different climate ; but however cold the mountains in the north may be, 
they are extremely healthful. On the contrary, the flat country of Gihm and Mezen- 
dera-n, which lies upon the Cafpian Sea, and was the aricient Ilyrcania, is very damp, 
full of {linking moraffes, and unheal thfu I, infomuch that the inhabitants in the fummer 
retire into the mountains;’ all the water they have being foul and corrupted in the hot 
feafon ; and here, and in Chorafan, it is faid earthquakes are very common.' 

4. It is obfervable, that there is no country in the w r orld of fo large an extent as 
Perfia, where there are fo few navigable rivers ; there is not fo much as one fiver in 
the heart of the country that will carry a boat of any burthen; and you may travel 
feveral days 5 journey, without meeting with an^vater whatever, in foine parts. The 
river Ox vs, indeed, which divides Perfia from Ufbeck-Tartary, is a large ft ream*, but 
as there arc no branches of it that arife in the Perfian dorfiinions, it is of little^ ufe to 
them, The rivcrs'Kur and Aras, anciently called Cyrus and Araxes, which rife in the 
mountains of Ararat, and run through Georgia, Shirvan and Adirbeitzan, and having 
jollied their ftreams, fall into the CafpiaiESea, are much the moft confiderable rivers in 
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in the Perfian dominions. However, there are feveral final] rivulets which fall from 

the mountains, 4u are conveyed by fubterraneous channels or otherwife to their prin- 
cipal cities. 

Water being fo fcarce in Perfia, there is no place, where they hufband it 
better, or have more ingenious contrivances, to convey it to their cities, and into 
their corn-fields and gardens. This is the care of the government, and there is a 
great officer in every province, who has the charge of the conveyance and diftributit n 
crf the waters. They turn all their little rivulets and fpririgs to thofe parts of the country 
where they are molt wanted ; they dig wells alfo of a prodigious depth and breadth, 
out of which they draw the water with oxen, in great leathern buckets, which being 
emptied into cifterns, is let o\it as there is occafion for the fervice of the country. They 
have alfo vaft fubterraneous aqueducts, through which they convey water twenty or 
thirty leagues to the places affigned. Thefe are two fathoms high, and arched with 
brick, and at every twenty paces difiance, there are large holes like wells, which were 
made for the conveniency of carrying on the arch without working under ground too 
far, and the more eafy repairing them. The diflribution of t$te river and fpring water, 
is made one day to one quarter of the town, and another day to another, as occafion 
requires, when every one opens the canal or refervatory in his gardens to receive it, 
for which every garden pays a certain fum yearly to the government, particularly about 
Ifpahan ; and as it is very eafy for one to divert his neighbour’s water into his own 
channel, this is a fraud that is feverely punifhed. They give a greater rate for river, 
water, than they do for fpring-water, which is not found fo proper for the improve- 
ment of their grounds. 

Befides the ocean, there are two fcas belonging to Perfia, one on the north, and 
he other on the fouth-wefi, viz. the Cafpian Sea, and the Gulph of Boffora or Perfia, 
which have been already mentioned. The Cafpian Sea is about a hundred leagues in 
lengfh, from north to fouth, and ninety leagues in breadth, and has near a hundred 
rivers running into it, of which the chief is the Wolga, at the mouth whereof ftands 
Aftracan; but this fca has no communication with any other, and though fo many rivers 
fall into it, there is no vifible way by which it difeharges itfelf of its waters, but they 
remain, always of the fame height, and do not either ebb or flow. The Ruffians have 
in a great mcafure the foie navigation of this fea, which is very profitable to them, and 
might be made much more fo by the new trade that has been fet on foot, from Europe 
to Perfia, through Ruffia. 

The Shah Nadir was very deifirous of becoming a maritime power on this fide alfo, and 
employed a gentleman of a certain country, to build him {hips of force for this pur- 
pofe, but confidering the revofutions that will probably attend his derth, thefe defigns 
are like to fall to the ground. The Perfians were formerly entirely mafters of the 
gulph that feparates their country from Arabia, for which they were in a great mea- 
fure indebted to us, who affifted them in difpofleffing the Portuguefe of the ifland of 
Ormus, upon which they had opened a very advantageous port, allowing us half the 
cuftoms arifing from the goods imported and exported here. But Shall Abbas the 
Great, thought that confederation t<^ large, and therefore when he transferred the 
commerce to his new port of Gambroon, or Bander Abaffi, i. e. the port of Abbas, 
he allowed the Eaft India Company no more than one thoufand tomans, which makes 
three thoufand three hundred thirty-three pounds fix (hillings and eight-pence of our 
money. It was in this gulph, on the coaft of the ifland of Baherem, that they had the 
fineft pearl fifhery in the world, which produced annually above fifty thoufand pounds, 
. VOL. ix. a a but 
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but in the late unfettled .date of their empire, the Arabians have fet ed or rather re- 
covered this filhery, and are in poffeflion of it, at lead for the prefflP 

5. As we have now given a clear account of the rivers and leas orthis counry, we 
will next /peak of the foil and its produce ; and in the fir (l place we mull obferve, that 
there is not a country in the world, which has more mountains and fewer rivers than 
Perfia, and fo me of their mountains are looked upon to be the higheft on the face of 
the earth. Mount Taurus, which receives different names as it branches idelf out into 
different provinces, runs quite through the country, from weft to eaft. The loftidft 
of thefe mountains are thofe called Arrarat in Armenia, the mountains which feparate 
Media from Hyrcania, and thofe between Hyrcania and Parthia or Erak. Thofe alfo 
which divide Pars or Perfis from Carmania are exceedingly high, the mod famous of 
which is called mount Jarron, but they are generally dry barren rocks, without trees 
or herbage upon them, except thofe of Gylan or Hyrcania, and the mountains of 
Curdeftan, which are covered with woods and very fruitful, where they are manured. 
There are vaft fandy defarts, feveral days' journey over in this kingdom, where there is 
fcarce a drop of water t<0be found, and the land in general upon the frontiers lies un- 
cultivated, to difeourage their enemies from invading them ; and in fadt there is not 
the lead fubfiftence to be met with for feveral miles, whether you enter this empire 
from Turkey or India. There are however fome fruitful plains and vallies, in which 
their principal cities ftand, which yield plenty of grain, and herbage, and no country 
is more fruitful than the provinces which lie upon the Cafpian Sea, as has been already 
obferved. But then Hyrcania is very unhealthful in fummer time, which fome appre- 
hend proceeds from the multitude of fnakes and infedts, which lie rotting upon the 
ground when the waters are dried up, as well as from the foulnefs of the water itfelf, 
which is fo thick and muddy that there is no drinking it at that feafon of the year. 

As to Perfia in general, there is not a tenth part of it cultivated, not but that there 
are many vallies which bear neither grafs nor grain at prefent, which formerly when 
greater care was taken to turn the waters into them, were fruitful countries. In fome 
provinces, there are hundreds of fine aqueducts, choaked up and buried in ruins, fo 
that it is not fo much a defedt in the foil, as the want of people, or at lead of hufband- 
men, which renders Perfia barren. The foil in fome parts is a hard gravel, and in 
others a ftiff vhitifti clay, almoft as hard as done, but either of them are fruitful enough 
when well watered, and will bear often two crops, and foinetimes three in the compafs 
of a year ; and if we give any credit to ancient authors,, there was not a more plentiful 
country in the world than Perfia was formerly ; the reafon of this alteration fome aferibe 
to the different difpofitions of the people, who have inhabited it. The ancient Perfians, 
the fire-worlhippcrs, it is faid, were obliged by the precepts of their religion to culti- 
vate the foil, and it was by them accounted a meritorious adt to plant a tree, to bring 
the water into a field, and make a barren fpot of earth produce grafs or grain, while 
the Mahometans feem to have no genius for improvements, or even to keep up what 
their anceftors have built or planted, but let every thing run to ruin ; however, one 
reafon of this ncgledt may be, that the properties of the people are in no fecurity, and 
no wonder they have but little inclination to m^e improvements, when they have no 
certainty of reaping the advantage of them. 

6. Near great towns they improve their grounds with th<? dirt and dung of the ftreets, 
but at a greater diftance, they throw their fields into little level fquares, whifch they 
bank about, and then turn the water into them, letting it ftand in the field all night, 
which having foaked it, the water i6 let out next morning, and the fun filming with almoft; 

2 perpendicular 



A DESCRIPTION OP PERSIA. 


179 

perpendicular ruMupcm the moift earth, renders it fit for thg production of any fort of 
grain or plantsJBHphere the ground is light they plough with two or three oxen or buf- 
faloes ; but in GiTSn and other countries, where they meet with a ftilf clay, it is as much 
as eight or ten oxen can do to draw tiieir ploughs which are very large. Rice, wheat 
and barley, are almoft the only kinds of grain growing in Perfia ; oats they have none, 
and little or no rye. Their feafons are not the fame in the north as in the fouth, but 
when they are fowing in one part of the country, they are reaping in another, and in 
fpftne places it is not more than three months between feed-time and harveft. 

Their land never lies fallow, but it is fown once every year, at leaft, it is fo melio- 
rated and enriched by being flowed, and the heat of the fun afterwards working on the 
mud, that it is never out of heart. As to the rice, it mud be constantly fupplied with 
water till the harveft j but for other grain, the land is only flowed before the fowing, 
to render it prolific. Their kitchen gardens are well furniflied with mod of the roots 
and fallads we have in Europe ; they have no lefs than twenty feveral forts of melons 
during the fealon they laft, which is about four months, the common people make them 
their conftant food, thole which come to maturity firft in jjie fpring are round and 
final 1, thole that rippen in the latter part of the feafon are the belt and largeft, fome of 
them weigh eight or ten pounds, and are as fweet as fugar itfelf ; at the tables of per- 
fons of quality they have them all the year round, there being a way to preferve them 
under ground till the feafon returns again, and it is faid, fome perfons will eat eight 
or ten pound of melons at a meal, without being fick. The belt melons grow in Cho- 
rafian near Tartary, and they are carried as far as Ifpahan for the Shah’s ufe, and as 
prefents to their friends. Cucumbers are another fruit much eaten by the common 
people, one fort of them has fcarce any feeds in it, and is eaten without paring or drefs- 
ing, anti is not reckoned uinvholefome. 

7. Of grapes they have feveral kinds, and fome of them are fo large, that a Angle 
grape is a mouthful. They make their wine at Ifpahan of the Kifinilhs, a little round 
grape, and without any ftone that can be perceived, but much the beft wines are made 
at Shiraz. They keep their grapes all winter, and let them hang a confiderable time 
on the vine, wrapped up in linen bags ; the air is fo dry, that it preferves all kinds of 
fruit as long as they can defire. Dates are reckoned one of the mod delicious fruits in 
this country, they are no where fo good as in Perfia, the pulp which enclofes the ftone 
is a clammy fubftance, as fweet as honey ; they are laid on heaps when they are ripe, 
and melting, candy or preferve themlelves without fugar. Foreigners are advifed to 
eat moderately of them, becaufe they heat the blood, and occafions ulcers in thole who 
are not ufed to them, and lorpetimes weaken the fight, but have no ill efl'c&s upon the 
natives ; the tree which bdrs them is flender, but very tall, and like other palms, has 
no branches but on the top, and the fruit grows in clutters of thirty or forty pounds 
weight ; the tree does not bear till it is fifteen years old, but continues bearing above a 
hundred years. There arc in Perfia mofi of the fruits which are to be had in Europe, 
and they would be in much greater perfection, if they knew any thing of gardening, 
but they underftand neither grafting, inoculating, or the art of managing dwa^f-trees; 
all their trees run up very high, anT^re loaded with wood. They have excellent apri- 
cot% of feveral kinds, which are in leafon one after the other, and their nectarines and 
peaches weigh fixteen or, eighteen ounces a-piece ; there is an apricot Red within, 
which is called, the egg of the fun j thefe are dried and exported in vatt quantities ; 
they are boiled in water, which is thickened by the juice of the fruit, and makes a per- 
fect fyrup without fugar. 

Apples 
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Apples and pears grow, chiefly in the north part of Perfia, theg^fre alfo pot&es^ 
granates of feverar kinds, with oranges, quinces, and prunes, dHpcb variety of 
fruits, that Sir John Chardin fays, he has feen above fifty forts ari^entertainraent, 
fpme of which grew three hundred leagues from the place. The piflachio nuts are 
almoft peculiar to Perfia, and are tranfported all the world over; here are alfo fraall nuts, 
filberds and almonds. Olives grow in Hyrcania, near the Cafpian Sea, but they neither 
know how to preferve them, nor draw oil in the belt manner from them. They have 
alfo plantations of fugar and tobacco. f* 

Among other trees in their gardens, they have the cyprefs, the palm, and the mul« 
berry, or the Iaft there are large plantations for their filk worms, which they do not 
fuffer to grow up to be great trees, becaufe the leaves are beff when the fhoots are 
young. They root up the trees therefore when they grow old, and plant their grounds 
afreffi. But the tree which is in as greet e/teem as any in Perfia, is the Senna ; the 
body of this tree is very large, and frequently forty or fifty feet high, and ftraight as the 
mart of a fhip, having no branches but on the head of it ; the bark is of a bright grey, 
and the wood ferves them to make doors, rafters, and for other ufes in building. The 
trees that are moll common in Perfia are the plane-tree, the willow, the fir, and the 
cornel-tree ; the plane-tree the Perfians imagine is a prefervative agaiuft the plague, and 
other contagious diftempers, and obferve, that the plague has never raged in llpahan 
fince this tree was planted in their ftreets and gardens. The trees alfo which bear the 
gall nut is very common in many parts of Perfia, and there are trees which yield 
gum maftich, and frankincenfe ; that which produces frankincenfe very much re- 
fetnbles a pear-tree, and abounds chiefly in Carmaijia. 

There are likewife trees which produce manna of feveral forts : the bell manna has 
a yellowiih caft, a large coarfe grain, and comes from Choraflan or Ba£tria ; there is 
another fort called Tamerilk, becaufe the tree it drops from is fo named, and is found 
in large quantities in the province of Sufiana ; and there is a third fort gathered about 
Ifpahan, which fells from a tree much like the tamerilk, Aut larger ; the leaves of this 
tree drop liquid manna in fummer-time, which the natives take to be the l'weat of the 
tree congealed upon the leaf in the morning ; the ground under it is perfectly fat and 
greafy with it, and this has as fweet a tafte as other manna. 

The cotton-tree is common all over Perfia, and they have another little tree, which 
yields a kind of lilken down, ufed for quilting and fluffing of pillows ; there is alfo a 
a plant, called hannah, that bears a feed which they beat to powder, and colour their 
hands and feet, and fometimes rub over their faces with it, apprehending it keeps their 
fkin fmooth, and preferves their complexion : they fometimes bruife the leaves of it, 
which ferves them for the feme purpofe. ' « 

There are found in the defarts of Carmania, two little Ihrubs of a poifonous quality, 
the firft is called galbad famour, or the flower that poifons the wind ; fome people 
imagining that it is this occafions thofe killing winds which blow in this province in the 
hot feafon ; the other (hrub is called Herzebre, the trunk whereof is about as big as a 
man’s Igg, and grows about fix feet high ; its leaves are almoft round, and it bears a 
flower like the fweet-briar. There are icarce any trees to be found on the mount ain^ 
or wild fields in Perfia ; thefe are for the mod plftt deftitute of all manner of verdure, 
while in their cities, and the villages for three or four leagues round them, the Ibteets 
as well as gardens are fo well planted, that the houfes are hardly to be difeerned at a 
diftance ; when you have travelled fome few leagues, indeed you meet not either with 
houfe, tree, or Ihrub, for many miles, but all looks like a barren defart, notwith- 

ftanding 
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fbftdfog which^tffeafrpart of this foil, were it watered, would be as fruitful as the 
oth‘er,->and JHpwas fo fome ages fince, when a more induftrioRs generation than 
the prefent jjofleared the country. 

From therr trees, I pafs on to their flowers, and of thefe there Isa great variety to be 
found in fome provinces.. The fouth part of Perfia has much the fewtft % exceflive 
heat being as deftru&jve to them as extreme cold*; but nothing can be more beautiful 
than the fields of Hyrcania, where are whole groves of orange-trees, jeffamins, and all 
the flowers we have in Europe. The eaft part of this country, which is called Mazan- 
deran is one continued parterre from September to April ; the whole country at that 
time is covered with flowers, and this, though it be their winter feafon, is alfo the bell 
time for fruits. In the other months the heat is fo excelfive, that the natives find them- 
felves under a necefiity of retiring to the mountains. 

In Media the fields produce tulips, anemonies, and ranunculuses ; about Ifpahan, 
and fome other towns, jonquils grow wild. They have alfo daffodils, lilies, violets, 
and pinks in their feafon, and fome flowers which laft all the year round ; but they 
have the g rented: quantity of Iillies and rofes ; they export abundance of rofe-water to 
other countries ; in the fpring, there is vad plenty of yellow and red gillyflowers, 
and another red flower which refembles a clove, of a beautiful fcarlet colour, and 
every fprig bears thirty of thefe flowers, which form a fine head as large as a tennis- 
bafl. 

Their rofes are white, yellow, and red, and others white on one fide and yellow on 
the other ; but notwith (landing all this great variety of beautiful flowers, their gardens 
are not comparable to thofe of Europe. As flowers are fo common they are very little 
regarded; you fee them intermixed with fruit trees and rofe bufhes without any order; 
but large walks planted with trees, fountains, canals, cafcades, and pleafure houles, at 
pr®per didances, are all . that mud be expected in their fined gardens ; nor 
do the Perfians take any manner of pleafure in walking in them, any more than in 
the fields , but fet themfelviit down in fome alcove or fummer-houfe as foon as they 
come into them, totally negligent of that exquifite variety that evefy foreigner is 
charibed with. 

8. Perfia alfo afFords great plenty of phyfical drugs, as caffia, fenna, antimony, 
nux vomica, gum armoniac, galbanum, fal armoniac, and a kind of rhubarb, with 
which they purge their cattle ; but the bed rhubarb comes from China, or rather from 
eadern Tartary, which lies to the northward of China. The Perfian poppies are in 
great edeem from the quantity of juice they yield, and the ftrength of it ; they grow 
four feet high in fome places, and have white leaves. They extra tl the juice from them 
in June, when they are ripe ; by making little incidons in the head of the poppy, a 
thick liquor didills from them, which is gathered very early in the morning before 
fun-rife. It is faid to have fuch an effect on the people, who are employed in this 
work, that they look as if they had been buried and taken*up again, and their limbs 
tremble as if they had the palfy. The liquor which is thus drawn from the poppies 
in a little time grows thick, and is made up into pills. The Perfians give it the name 
of afioun, and we, probably from thence, call it opium. The Perfian bakers drew 
poppy-feed on their bread, which incline thofe that eat it to fleep, and the eating it is 
not feckoned unwholefome after\ their meals ; the common people eat the feed at any 
time si mod for pleafure. 

Saffron grows plentifully in Perfia, and affafoetida is to be had every where almoft, 
which is much admired by the natives of Perfia as well as India, and frequently eaten 
» with their food; that which to us is modoffenfiveof all feents, by them isedeemedaperfume. 

Alia. 
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Afiafoetida is a liquor which diftills from the plant called hiltot ; it thickens after j* jt 
drawn, and grows as hard as gum ; there is the white and black kiflUhi of it, of which 
the white is reckoned the belt to eat. The fmell of this drug is fo very ftrong, that if 
any goods be near it in a {hip, the fmell is communicated to them, let them be wrapped 
up every fcrclofe, and it is almoft impollible to clear them of it; nay, it affects the colour, 
and therefore Sir John Chardin tells us, the vcll'els ufed in tranfporting it are frequently 
broke up and burned, to prevent other goods from being fpoiled by being carried in 
them, from which no package can lave them. 

The Perfian bezoar is effeemed preferable to that of India, which having already 
deferibed, we fhall not dwell upon it here. It is fufficient to obferve, that the reafons 
it is not fo much effeemed in Europe as it was formerly, are thefe ; in the firft place, 
it is frequently fophifticated, notwithftanding that feveral methods are in ufe for de- 
leting thefe frauds, of which I fhall mention a few. The genuine bezoar, at lealt 
Uiat which comes from Perfia, has a very fine fmell refembling that of ambergris 
but not near fo ffrong; if thrown into hot water, and left there for three* or four hours it, 
lofes nothing either of its colour or weight ; if pricked with a hot iron, no fmoke arifes ; 
if rubbed upon a leaf of Dutch vellum, it leaves a yellow impreflion ; if broke or cut, 
it appears to be coinpofed of feveral coats unequally difpofed, in the fame manner as 
appears in cutting an onion. Another reafon why it has loft its credit, is the humour 
people have of embracing the contrary extreme to that of their anceffors ; heretofore 
bezoar was fold very dear, and was held to have many and great virtues, and now it is 
fafhionablc to afiirm that it has little or no virtue at all ; which though it has driven it 
out of ufe, has not much beat down its price, becaufe in the eaff, and even in other 
parts of Europe, it is ftill in eftccm. 

A third realon is, our giving it in too fmall dofes, fo that its virtues are not dis- 
cernible. A famous Perfian phyfician had a great fecret for curing lunacy, which* he 
fold to a French gentleman for a large fuin of money, and this fecret confiftcd in giving 
equal quantities of bezoar, mufk, and camphire, as 1 fotmd in a French manufeript of 
receipts, in which it is laid, that very fingular cures were performed by it ; but the 
quantities of thefe drugs in a dofe were not mentioned. 

In the province of Chorafan they frequently find human bodies preferved in the fand, 
the flclh of which they fell under the name of mummy, for medicinal ufes ; and there 
arc alfo fuch bodies found in a cavern not far from the borough of Abin, in the province 
of Farfiftan. It is however neceffary to inform the reader, that in the Perfian and 
and Turkifh languages, the word mourn, from whence we have formed mummy, 
fignifies literally a foft clammy fubffance, of the confiftency of balfam, which explains 
lufficicntly what is meant by mineral mummy, which* is a kind of natural balfam 
diftilling through the rock of a large cavern in the province of Lar, effeemed fo pre- 
cious, that the Shah keeps it entirely for his own ufe, the doors of this cave being 
fealed by the governor of Lar, who opens it only once a year, to take out the balm 
the quantity of which feldorn exceeds ten ounces. A multitude of virtues are aferibed 
to it, particularly in the cure of fractures, in which it is faid to perform wonders; but 
it may very well be doubted, whether any of this was ever brought into Europe. 

9 . We will now proceed to fpeak of the animals that are found in Perfia, and in re- 
ference ta thefe, the camel, for a bead of burthen, much excels all the reft, whether 
we confider the weight he carries, the difparch he makes, or the little charge of* keep- 
ing him. Of thefe camels there are feveral kinds ; fome have two bunches upon their 
backs, and others but one, and there is a third fort ingendered between a dromedary 
or camel, with two bunches, and a female with one, which are effeemed much the beft* 

and 
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«nd : fold for twenty or thirty pounds a-piece, for they are feldom tired, and will carry 
nin#hundred or Nlfhoufand weight. Thofe which travel betWeen the Perfian Gulph 
and Ifpahan are of a much lefs fize, and do not carry above five or fix hundred weight; 
but thefe, notwithftanding, are almoft as ferviccable as the other, for they are much 
fwifter, and will gallop like a horfe, whereas the others feldom go farter than a foot 
pace. Thefe fwift camels are kept by the Shah and great men, and ferve to tranfport 
their women from place to place, and carry their baggage ; they are ufually adorned 
with embroidered cloths, and filver bells about their necks ; a firing of fix or f vea of 
them are tied together when they travel, and governed by one man ; the y ufe neither 
bridles nor halter to hold them, or whips to drive them, but they are directed by the 
driver’s voice, who fings or plays to them as they travel ; good ufage only moves them, 
for they are naturally fo obftinate, it is in vain to beat them if they tire. 

When they are to take up their burthen, the driver touches their knees, whereupon 
they lie down on their bellies till they are loaded, groaning however, and giving figns 
of uneafinefs, under a fenfe of the fatigue they are about to undergo ; they let them 
graze by the road-fide, with their burthens on their backs, on weeds and thirties, and 
fometimes they feed them with balls made up of bailey meal and chaff, into a parte, 
with which they often mix the cotton feed ; but the camel is the leall feeder of any 
beaft, confideving his bulk. It is very happy alfo that they can live without water two or 
three days together, there being fcarce any to be met with in thofe defarts the caravans 
are forced to crofs. They Ihed all their hair every fpring, and are perfectly naked. 
Of the camel’s hair, abundance of fine fluffs are made, as we fiiall {hew in fpeaking of 
manufactures; thefe creatures arc very tame and tractable, except when the luflful fit 
is upon them, which larts thirty or forty days, and then they are very unruly, which 
makes their drivers incrcafe their burthens at that time, to keep them under. When 
once the male has covered the female, he grows fluggifh, and does not care for ftir- 
ring out of the {table : they go with young eleven months, and foine fay twelve. 

Oxen, buffaloes, affes and*nules, are alfo ufed indifferently for carrying of paffen- 
gers, or burthens, and their land being plowed by buffaloes and oxen, thefe hearts are 
very feldom killed for food, though fome Perfian governors, in the fouth of Perfia, 
have extorted confidcrablc funis out of the Indian Banians, who refide thereabouts, 
under pretence they would order them to be butchered, if the Banians did not redeem 
their lives by a confiderable prefent. The affes of Perfia are much larger and fwifter 
than ours', and will perform a journey very well. 

But the fineft hearts are their horfes, thefe are beautiful creatures, and no where 
better managed than in Perfia. They have fine forehands, and are exactly well pro- 
portioned, light and fprightly^ but only fit for the laddie, or at lead, not ufed for any 
other purport? ; they are never gelt, and wear their tails at their full length ; but 
though they are lovely creatures to look on, they are neither fo fwift as the Arabian, 
nor fo hardy as the Tartar horfes, and the Shah therefore -has always a ftable of the 
Arabian breed. Horfes are very dear in Perfia, fome of them being fold for two or 
three hundred pounds, and feldom any that are good for lefs than fifty. It is not fo 
much the fcarcity of them, as the felling fuch numbers to India and Turkey, which 
enhances the price. ( * 

They have mules alfo that carry very well, and are valued, fome of them Rt thirty or 
fbrty*pounds a-piece, ancT fome affes at not much lefs, after they have been taught, to 
pace. The ordinary food for horfes is barley and chopt ftraw ; they have no mangers 
in their {tables, but give their horfes their corn in bags. In the fpring they cut 

, green grafe for their horfes, but -never make any into hay to be, eaten dry ; foipe times 
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they feed their horfes with balls made of barley-meal, as in India ; inftead of litter their 
own dung is dried, and "beaten to powder, and laid a foot deep for them to lie fln ; 
and if any of it be wetted, it is dried in the fun the next day. Their horfes’ hoofs are 
much founder and harder than ours, and they are ihod with thin plates, as the oxen 
are, on account of their travelling over the ftony mountains. They daub their horfes 
legs in winter with a yellow herb, called Hannah, and fometimes anyjnt their bodies 
with it as high as their bread, to keep out the cold as it is faid ; but it feems to be 
rather by way of ornament, for in fomc places it is done all the year round. 

The Shah has large {tables of horfes difperfed throughout the kingdom, almoft in 
every city, for the public fervice. A horfe is feldom denied to any man that demands 
one, if he will keep him, but then fuch perfons are accountable to the governmentfor them, 
when they fhall be called out into the field ; but they have the liberty of riding them 
in the mean time. Thefe troopers’ horfes are fometimes quartered upon people, who 
would gladly be excufed from the trouble and charge of keeping them, and if any 
horfe dies in their hands, oath mult be made, that it did not die for want of com, 
or looking after. Their horfes are fubjefl to many diftempers, fometimes their legs 
fwell, and a humour rifes on their brealt, which proceeds from eating too much barley; 
and in this cafe, they clap a hot iron to the fw el ling, or lance it, and keep the fore 
open, by running a willow twig through it, but a hot iron applied to the part is the 
moll general remedy for lame or diftempered horfes. 

Of Iheep and goats there are great plenty in Pcrfia ; the natives feldom eat any other 
meat, their Iheep are large and remarkable for their fat tails, which weigh eight or 
ten pounds, and fomeit is faid are above twenty pounds in weight ; they are remarkable 
alfo in fome parts of Perfia for having more horns than ours. Some have fix or feven 
horns Handing draight out of their forehead, fo that when their rams engage, there is 
ufually a great deal of blood fpilled in the battle. The Perfian goats are not only 
valuable for their flefli, but the fine wool they yield, of which great quantities are an- 
nually exported, more efpecially from Carmania. Hogs there are l'carce to be met 
with, for as the Mahometans, who are the governing part of the country, abhor this 
animal, their Chrillian fubje&s do not endeavour to increafe the breed, unlefs towards 
Georgia and Armenia, where the C.hriltians are numerous. 

Wild beads there are not many, either in the middle or the fouthern part of Perfia. 
Deer they have fome, and antelopes, which are much of the fame nature, except that 
they are {potted, and have finer limbs. In Gilan and Curdiftan, the woody parts of 
the country, wild beads abound, fuch as lions, tygers, leopards, wild hogs, jackals, 
&c. And in Media and Armenia, there are abundance of deers, wild goats, hares, and 
rabbits, and there are fome found on the mountains alrtiod all over the country, but 
not many. 

Infedts they are not much troubled with in the heart of Perfia, which is very dry, 
unlefs it be with fwarms of locuds, which vifit them fometimes in fuch numbers, that 
they look like a cloud, and perfectly obfeure the fun, and wherever they light dedroy 
the ’fruits of the earth ; but there are certain birds which generally vifit the country 
about the fame time, and eat up the locuds, and fo prevent the ruin of the huibandmen. 
That part of of the country which lies upon the Cafpian or Hyrcanian Sea, is full of 
ferpents, .toads, fcorpions, and other venomous infedts, which in dimmer-time die, 
many of them for want of water, and infedt the air, rendering that part of the country 
very unhealthy at that feafon. 

Scorpions particularly there are of an immoderate fize, and there ding is mortal, if 
proper readies be not immediately applied, and at bed a perfon dung by one of them, 
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is in fuch torture, that he becomes raving mad for feme time. Mtifquitoes or gnats are 
velty troubiefome in the flat country, near the Cafpian Sea ; ahd there is a white fly no 
bigger than a flea in Periia, which makes no noife, but its fling is like the prick of a pin. 
Here is alio the millepedes, almoft like a caterpillar, and whofe bite is as pernicious 
as the fling of a fcorpimi ; the Perfians call them hezarpai, or a thoufand feet. 

10. There jre the lame forts of tame and wild fowl in Pcrfia as in Europe ; as 
gee fe, hens, ducks, partridges, fnipes, &c. ; but more of them in the north than in the 
fouth part of the country. Turkies have been carried to lfpaiian, but they do not 
thrive. The breed of pigeons they take all imaginable care to increafe and propagate, 
on account of their dung, with which they raife their melons. Their dove-houfes are 
five times as large as ours, of a round figure, and handfomely built of brick ; of thefe, 
it is faid, there are not lefs than three thoufand in the city of Ifpahan only. The dung 
is always fold for four-pence the bifty, or twelve pounds weight, and the government, 
it feents, lay a final l tax upon it. Their partridges are reckoned the largeft and belt 
tailed that are to be met with. 

The pelican, which the Perfians call tacob, or the water-drawer, is as remarkable as 
any of their fowls, for the body of it is faid to be as large as a fheep, its head at the 
fame time wonderous fmall, but a large bill of fixteen or eighteen inches long, as big as 
a man’s arm, and under the bill there is a large bag, travellers tell us, which will hold 
a pail of water ; they build their nefts in the defarts, where there is no water, and con- 
fequently no inhabitants, for their fecurity, and frequently go two days’ journey for water 
for their young ones ; but then they bring enough in the receptacle above mentioned to 
laft for fome time, if we may give entire credit to thefe accounts. 

There is another extraordinary bird mentioned by travellers, in the province of 
Chorafan, which has fuch an appetite towards the water of a certain fpring in that 
country, and fuch fagacity in difeovering it, that they will follow any perfon that carries 
it in a bottle feveral hundreds of miles. As to eagles, hawks, falcons, and other birds 
of prey, there is no country where they have more, or where they are better inftru i!ed, 
than in Perfia. The Shah has eight hundred or a thoufand of them, and there is no 
man of any figure without his hawks and his falconers ; and their hawks are taught not 
only to fly at birds but at hares, deer, and all manner of wild beafis, and by fixing 
theinfelves on the head of the animal, and beating him with their wings, he is fo terri- 
fied and diftra&ed, that the dogs and huntfmen which follow have very little difficulty 
in taking him ; and the Perfians, it is faid, breed up the very crows to fly at game. 

There are the fame kinds of finging birds in Pcrfia as with us, fuch as the linnet, the 
chaffinch, the nightingale, the lark, &c. ; and fome birds there are which are taught 
to fpeak, but no parrots or pafroquets on this fide India. However, there are feveral 
party-coloured birds to be feen in Perfia, with a plumage of blue, green, and yellow, 
beautifully mixed. Of fparrows there are luch numbers, that they are very troubiefome 
to the hufbandmen, who are forced to place their fervants in the fields all day long 
when the harvdt approaches, to keep them from their corn. 

In the heart of Perfia there are fcarce any iiih to be met w’ith, the few rivulets they 
have hardly fupplying the country with water for ncceflary ufes, and in the fummer 
time they are almoft all dried up ; even the river Zenderhood, to which the government, 
at a prodigious expence, have joined other ftreams for the fupply of the city of Ifpahan, 
is perfectly loft in the Tandy delarts about twenty leagues from thence ; and it may be 
doubted whether there be one ftream which rifes in the middle ’of the kingdom that 
ever reaches the fea in the fummer ; though in the fpring, when the fnow melts on 
the mountains, they make a confiderable figure. In the Cafpian Sea and the Perfian 
Culph there are great plenty of fea-filh of all kinds < almoft, and the rivers Kur and 
vox., ix,, B b ’ Arras, 
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Arras, which fell into the Cafpian, have plenty of river-fifli, but they lie at two great a 
diftancefrom Ifpahan to fupply that city ; fo that fifh is very rarely eaten there. 

i u We are to fpeak next of the metals and minerals in this country ; and to proceed 
methodically, we ought to begin with thole of gold and filver, if any were now wrought in 
Perfia, but there are not; for, notwithftanding what old writers relate of the rich 
mines in Baftriana, and that almoft all the Perfian authors agree, that there are mines 
of this metal in Chorafan, yet from the neighbourhood of the Tartars they have been 
long neglefted ; and it is the fame with refpeft to the filver mines in other places, 
though from the accounts lately given by Tavernier, one would fufpeft that the Peruana 
are but indifferently ikilled in the art of mining, and that of refining of metals ; they mtve, 
however, good mines of iron, fteel, copper, and lead. The iron and It eel mines are in 
Hircania, /.Icdia, and the province's of Krak and Chorafan ; their fl cel is fo full of ful- 
phur, that if the filings are thrown into the tire, they will give a report like gunpowder ; 
it has a fine grain, but is as brittle as glais, and the Perfian artificers, who do not un- 
derhand how to give it a due temper, cannot for that reafon make wheels or fprings, or 
any minute pieces of workman (hip. Their copper mines are moft of them near Serfs, 
in the mountains of Mazanderan ; they mix it with Swcdiih and Japan copper, and the 
proportion is one part foreign to twenty of their own metal. 

The l$gd mines are, molt of them, near the city of Yeld, and in thefe are found the 
greateft quantity of filver. Sulphur and faltpetrc are dug in the mountain Damaverd, 
which divides Hircania from the province of Krak. Antimony is found in Carmania, 
but it is a baftard fort. Emery is had near Niris ; vitriol and mercury they have none, 
and their tin is imported from abroad. There arc two kinds of fait in Perfia, the one 
upon the furfacc of the ground, the other dug out of the rock : there are plains of ten 
or twelve leagues over quite covered with fait, as others are with fulphur and alum. 
The fait is fo hard in fomc parts of Carmania, that the poor people make ufe of it inllead 
of ftone to build their cottages. 

Their marble is either white, black, or red, and feme veined with white and red ; 
it is dug near Ilamadan, and in Chufiftan fome of it will break into large flakes or 
tables like flate, but the belt comes from Tauris, which is almolt as tranfparcnt as oryftal. 
This kind is white, mixed with green. In the country about 'Kauris alio is found the 
mineral azure, but this is not fo good as that which comes from Tartary, loiing its 
colour by degrees. In the provinces of Kars and Shirvan there is found abundance of 
bole armoniac, and fo rich and fat a marl, that the country people ufe it inftead of 
foap. There are fome mines of ilinglafs in the fame country. In fcvcral parts of Perfia 
we meet with naptha, both white and black ; it is ufed in painting and varnifh, and 
fometimes in phylic, and there is an oil extracted i'rorA it which is applied to feveral 
ufes. The moft famous fprings of Naptha are in the neighbourhood of the town of 
Baku, which furnilh vaft quantities ; and there are alfo upwards of thirty fprings 
about Shamafchy, both in the province of Shirwan. The Perfians ufe it as oil for 
their lamps, and in making fire- works, of which they are extremely fond, and in which 
they are great proficients. 

But the moft valuable prod u ft of the Perfian mines is the turquoife, concerning which 
there have been fo many miftakes made, that notwithftanding we find Ourfelves prefled 
for roonv, we cannot avoid treating fomewhat largely upon this fubjeft. In the firft 
place, it is afferted that it derives its name from Turkey, *which is true enough when 
rightly underftood, Rut abfolutely falfe according to the common acceptation ; for there 
neither is or never was any of thefe ftones found in the dominions of the Turks, but 
in fhe country of Turcomania, which was indeed the feat of that nation, though for any 
thing I know, this has never been obferved by the writers upon this fubjeft. Thefe 
ftones are diftinguifhed into oriental and occidental. The oriental turquoifes come from 
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Perfia, and from Perfia only ; and thefe are diHinguilhed into thofe of the old and 
thofe of the new.rock; the former are taken out of the mines of Nicapour and Caraffon, 
and, as Sir John Chardin jufily obferves, differ greatly from other hones that bear the 
feme name. They are hard, firm, of a beautiful blue, inclining a little to a green,' take 
a fine polifli, and are never obferved to lofe their colour. The Shah endeavours to 
preferVe thefe entirely for himfelf ; and though after chufing the largeft and the finefi, 
fee permits the fmaller turquoifes to be fold, yet foreign merchants are not contented 
with that manner of dealing, but have ftruck out a better. The officers belonging to 
the mines, and their fervants, frequently deceive the Shah, and in head of fending him 
the*'fineh and largeh, vend thofe for their own profit, but always to Europeans, that 
they may be lefs liable to dil'covery ; and by this means very fine turquoifes find their 
wav into thefe parts of the world. The new rock is at five miles difiant from thc*old, 
and the hones are fofter, lefs firm, veiny, of a green, inclining to blue, and are apt in 
procefs of time, to lofe their colour. The occidental turquoifes are found in Bohemia, 
France, *md other countries, but they are not valued, and have generally the fame faults 
with thofe taken from the new rock. 

Dr. Cromwell Mortimer, in the lah tran factions of the Royal Society, for the months 
of January and February 1 74 7, has given us a much better account of thefe hones than 
I ever met with before ; and dihinguuhes them very juflly into true and falfo turquoifes ; 
the former, he fays, is a true mineral fubhance, impregnated with copper ore? which is 
highly probable, for there is no country in the world that has more copper mines than 
Perfia •, the latter is an ivory or boncy fubhance, tinctured alfo with feme metallic 
juice, and probably that of copper, which* is a difeovery worthy of notice, as it frees 
this fubjeCt from abundance of difficulties, under which it has hitherto laboured. 

1 2. After having taken a view of the country, and of its produce, we will fpeak 
next of the habitations erected upon it, and this will naturally lead us to tjtc principal 
cities that yet remain to be deferibed ; but without taking a previous view of what with 
them paffes for magnificent buildings, fuch dcfcriptions would be in a manner unintel- 
ligible. The houfes of perfons of quality here are generally built in the middle of a fine 
garden, and make little or no appearance to the flrect, for there you l"ee nothing but a 
dead wall, with a great gate in the middle of the wall, and perhaps a fkreen or wall 
within the gate, to prevent people looking in ; fo fond are they of privacy and retirement. 
Another thing that the Perfians differ from us in is, that they il-ldom have more than 
one floor, which is laid out in this manner ; in the front of the houfe Hands a little 
piazza, or cloifter, open beh>rg, where they fit and tranfaft their ordinary affairs ; beyond 
this is a large hall, eighteen or twenty feet high, which is ufed at great entertainments, 
or on any folemn occafions : on the farther fide of the houfe is another piazza, with a 
bafon or fountain of water before it, beyond which runs a walk of fine trees, as there 
does alfo from the ftreet to the houfe : at each corner of the hall is a parlour or lodging 
room (for il lerves for both purpofes) ; between thofe parlours on the fides, there are 
doors out of a hall into an open i'quare fpace, as large as the rooms at the corners ; 
there are alfo l’everal doors out of the hall into the piazza, before and behind the houfe; fo 
that in the hot fealon they can let open nine or ten doors at once in the great hall, and 
if there be any air ftirring, they wil l have the benefit of it. 

fr» fome palaces there is a handfome bafon, and a fountain playing in the middle of 
the hijll, which contributes Hill more to the coolnefs of the place. The walls of their 
lioufes are built fometimes of burnt bricks, but more commonly* of bricks dried in the 
fun. The walls are of confiderable thicknefs, and the roof of the great hall is arched, 
and five or fix feet higher than the other rooms about it. The roofs of the buildings on 
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every fide of the hall are flat, and there is a pair of ftairs up to the top, where the Per- 
fians walk in the cool of the day, and iometimes carry up a raattrefs, and lie there all 
night, there being balufters all round the top of the building. As for the kitchens and 
other offices, they are at a diflance on the right or left, and it is obfervable, that all 
their rooms, except the hall, ftand feparate, and there is no paflage out of one into 
another, but only from the hall ; chimneys there are fome, but ufually, inftead of a 
chimney, tiiere is a round hole, about four or five feet broad, and a foot and a half 
deep, in the middle of the room, in which a charcoal fire is made, and the place covered 
with a thick board or table, about a foot high, l'o clofe that no finoke can get ou^And 
over that table is thrown a large carpet, under which they put their legs iflrold 
weather, and fit round, there being a paflage for the fmoke by pipes laid under the 
floor. The doors of their houfes arc narrow, and feldom turn upon hinges as ours do, 
but there is a round piece left at the top and bottom of the door which is let into the 
frame above and below, on which they turn, and the very locks and bolts are frequently 
made of wood. * 

As to their furniture, it confifts only in carpets fpread on the floor, with cufhions 
and pillows to lean on, and at night there is a mattrefs brought to fleep on, and a quilt 
or two to cover them, but very feldom any fheets are ufed. As to their fervants, they 
lie about in any paflage upon mats, and take up very little room. The floors of the 
rooms are either paved or made of a hard cement, on which they lay a coarle cloth, 
and over that a carpet : the fides of fome of their rooms are lined with fine tiles about 
a yard high, and the reft of them well painted, or hung with pictures. 

13. Ifpahan, or as it is pronounced, Spahawn, is fituated in thirty-two degrees forty 
minutes north latitude, and in the fiftieth degree of longitude, reckoning from the meri- 
dian of London. It ftands in a fine plain, alinoft furrounded with mountains, which lie 
about two or three leagues from it, and the form is pretty near oval. The river Zen- 
derhood runs by it at about a mile diflance, but there are feveral channels and pipes 
above the town, which convey the water from it into canals and bafons, for the fervice 
of the court and city. The town is without walls, and about ten or twelve miles in cir- 
cumference. Thole who extend it ten leagues take in the town of Julpha, and feveral 
others. There were formerly twelve gates to the town, but four of them are now 
clofed up, the others are always open ; as for the walls, which fome travellers mention, 
it is probable there was a mud wall formerly, but there is no part of the wall vifible at 
prefent. There is an old caftle, it is true, without artillery, which runs to ruin, but 
is no more tenable than the town. 

The ftreets of Ifpahan are for the mod part narrow and crooked, and either exceeding 
dirty or dufty, for fcarce any of them are paved, and fhough there are no coaches or 
carts, yet all people of fafhion riding through them with great trains of fervants, renders 
the paflage not very plcafant. There are, however, fome very fine fquares in the town,, 
particularly the royal fquare or meidan, into which there opens two of the palace gates. 
On the fides of this fquare, which is one-third of a mile in length, and more than half 
as much in breadth, are buildings with fliops on both fides, where every particular trade 
has a quarter affigned, and there is a fecond ftory where the mechanics have their 
working-lhops. There feems to be little difference between thefe exchanges and ours, 
but that tftofe of Ifpahan have no windows, but great openings at proper diftandfcs to 
let in the light, and people ride through thenv as they do aldng the ftreets. 

In the middle of the fquare there is a market for horfes and cattle, and all manner of 
goods and provifions are expofed to fale, though the great Shah Abbas, who built the 
%iare, deiignevl it for manly exercifes, and particularly thofe of horfemanlhip, and. 

, handling 



a Description of Persia* 


i 8g» 

handling the bow and lance, at which no people are more dextrous than the Perfians. 
On that fide of the fquare next the palace there is a fine row of frees planted, and a hand- 
fume bafon of water, and fome great brafs guns, which were taken from the Portuguefe 
at Ormus, ferve to make a (how. 

There Hands a great mofque at the fouth end of the fquare, and another mofque on 
the eaft fide over againft the great gate of the palace ; feveral ftreets in Ifpahan are 
covered and arched over, which makes them pretty dark, and this feems to be peculiar 
to the Perfian towns. Another thing they feem to be particular in is, that their houfes 
andafijops are never in the fame places, and it is a common thing for a tradefman to go 
hatr^ mile in the morning to the bazar, or market-place, where his {hop is, and in the 
night-time the)' lock up their valuable goods in cherts and counters, and the reft they 
leave packed up, fometimes in the open fquare, and it is very rare any thing is loft ; fo 
careful are the watch appointed to guard their market-places, or fo very little given to 
thieving are the people in this part of the world, and no doubt the fpeedy and exemplary 
puniihrvtcnts inflicted upon pilferers is one great means to deter them from it. 

As to foreign merchants, they lodge their goods in the public caravanferais about the 
city, which ferve them alfo kiflead of inns for lodging and diet ; but there is this differ- 
ence between an inn and a caravanferai, that every perfon finds his own bedding and 
cookery in the caravanferai, whereas in our inns wc have not that trouble. There are 
two things, however, that render a caravanferai preferable to an inn ; one is, that a 
perfon is r.ot fubj'’& to the extortions of an innkeeper, but buys his provifions at the bell 
hand ; and the other, that let the merchant take up ever fo many rooms, he fhall not 
be difturbed in them, and pays but a trifle for his warehoufe or lodgings ; and upon the 
road he pays nothing. There are not, it feems, lefs than fifteen hundred of thefe 
public, caravanferais in Ifpahan, which have been creeled by charitable people for the 
ufe of it rangers ; molt of them are built after one model, and differ only in the dimen- 
fions. There is a handfomc portal at the entrance, on each fide of which are fhops, 
from whence you enter into a fquare, about which there is a cioifter or piazza, and within 
arc lodging-rooms and warchoufes for goods : there is alfo {tabling and conveniences 
for hories and other hearts on the outfide, or they may be brought into the fquare and 
fattened there, as is frequently done upon the road, more efpecially where there is 
danger of robbers. 

As to taverns, there are none at Ifpahan, their religion prohibiting wine. However,, 
fome of the Perfians will drink pretty plentifully in private. There are very handfmne 
coffee-houfes in the principal parts of the town, where people meet and talk politics, 
though they have no printed papers in them, and there we meet with fome amufements 
peculiar to the country, as the harangues of their poets, hiftorians, and priefts, who 
hold forth and get a crowd about them ; and it feems they expect a fmall prefent from 
their audience for their amulcments and inftru&ions. 

14. The buildings of the palace, with the gardens belonging to it, take up above a- 
league in compafs. The two gates which come up to the royal meidan or fquare, are, 
one of them called alicapi, and the other, doulct cuna ; over one of them is a gallery 
where the Shah ufed to lit and fee martial exercifes performed on horffl ack. No part 
of the palace where the court refides comes up to the royal fquare ; but having entered 
the principal gate, there is a hall or court on the left hand, where the viziei; and other 
judges adminifter juftice ofi certain days; and on the right are rooms where offenders 
are allowed to take fanttuary. From hence to the hall, where the Shah ufually gives 
audience, is a handfome walk : it is a long room, well painted and gilded, and fup- 
. ported by forty pillars ;• it is divided into three parts, one a ftep higher than the other, 

t£ , Ott. 



A DESCRIFTIOK OF PERSIA. 


^ 19 ° 

on which the great officers ftand according to their rank. As to hereditary nobility, 
there is no fuch thing in Periia. On the third afcent is the royal throne, railed, about 
a foot and a half above the floor, and about eight feet fquare, on which is fpread a'lgch 
carpet j-foere the Shah fits on it crofs-legged uponfolenm occafions, having a broqade 
cuffiion under him, and another at his back. 

As to the reft of the apartments of the palace, and particularly the haram, or women’s , 
apartment, neither foreigners or natives can give an ex aft description of them, none 
being permitted to enter but the eunuchs; but in general we are told, that they confif| 
ih feparate pleftfure-houfes difperfed about the gardens, much of the fame fornyrith 
the houfcs firft defcribed, and that their great beauty confifts in the fine walks, faunjpis, 
and cafcades about them. Beyond the gardens the Shah has a large'park, walled in, 
where the ladies hunt, and take their pleafure with the Prince. In this city are above 
one hundred and fifty mofqucs or temples, covered with domes or cupolas, which ap- 
pearing through the trees that are planted almoft over the town, in the ftreets and 

G ardens, afford a noble profpect ; but the common buildings are fo low, that they are 
ardly difeerned by one who takes a view of the town on the outfide. 

All Chriftians being prohibited to enter their mofques, or even to come wirhintheir 
Courts, under fevere penalties, ir is not eafy to meet with a particular defeription of them. 
There is a gate which leads to the great mofque covered w ith filver plates. Through 
this tower you proceed to a court with a piazza or cloifter on each fide, where the prieits 
lodge who belong to the moique. Oppofite to the great gate are three large doors which 
open into it. The five ifles the moique is compofed of are beautified with gold and 
azure. In the middle is the cupola, fupported by four great fquare pillars ; the ifles on 
the fides are lower than that in the middle, and borne upon thick columns of free-ftone ; 
two great windows towards the top of the middle ifle give light to the whole moique ; 
on the left hand towards the middle ftands a kind of pulpit, with (tone flops to go up 
to it ; the bricks and tiles on the outfide of the building are painted with various colours, 
after the manner of Perfia, and the floor of the mofque is covered with carpets, all 
people putting off their fhoes as they enter it ; there are no feats or pews as in the 
Chriftian temples, or any kind of imagery or pictures. The outfide is ftone, and tin* 
walls lined fifteen feet high with white polifhed marble ; and in the middle of the fquare, 
before the mofque, is a large bafon, where they wafli themfelves before they enter the 
temple. The mofques have, molt of them, cupolas, with fteeples or towers, whither the 
mollas go up to fummon the people to their devotions, according to the Mahometan 
mode, making no ufe of bells. 

15. The numerous hummums, or bagnios, in this city is another fubjeft of travellers’ 
admiration ; fome of thefe are fquare buildings, but nfoft of them globular. The 
Hone of which they are built is ufually white and well polifhed ; the tops are covered 
with tiles painted blue ; the infidcs arc divided into many cells or chambers, fome for 
pleafure and others for fweating, and the floors are laid with black and white marble. 
ThePerfians bathe almoft everyday, looking upon it to be extremely conducive to 
health, an eft'eftual remedy for cold or aches, and many other diftempers. But What 
is admired as much by foreigners as any thing about Ifpahan, is the charbag, being a 
walk above a hundred yards wide, and extending a mile in length, from the city to the 
river Zenderhood; on each fide are planted double rows of trees, and in the middle 
funs a canal, not continued upon a level, but at every furlong’s diftance the water falls , 
.into a large bafon and forms a cafeade, and the fides both of the canal and bafons are" 
lifted with hewnltoue. broad enough for fcveral men to walk abreaft upon them. On 
each fide of this walk are the royal gardens, and thofe of the great men, With pleafure- _ 

houi'esC 
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houfes, at ftnall diftances, and altogether form as agreeable a profped as can be 

imagined. 

^At the end of this walk is a bridge over the river Zenderhood, which leads to the 
town of Julpha ; there are alfo two other bridges, one on the right and the other to the 
left, by which the neigbouring villages have ajCOttimunication with the city, and which 
moft of our travellers are pleafed to call its fuburbs, though they are diftant a mile from 
lfpnhan, and on the other fide the river. Thefe bridges are taken notice of for the 
■dddnefs of the architedure, for it feems on each fide, both above and below, are 
anrited paffages, through which people ride and walk from one end of the bridge to 
tliPfther, as in the covered ftreets of the city ; and at little diftances there are openings 
to admit the light. The arches of thefe bridges are not very high, there being no vef- 
fels to pafs under them, for this river is not navigable any more' than the reft of the 
Perfian ftreams. It is true, in the fpring, on the melting of the fnows on the mountains, 
it makes a pretty good appearance, but at the latta- end of the fummer the channel is 
exceeding narrow and (hallow, inlomuch that there is not water enough for the gardens 
which belong to the city ; to fupply the want whereof they have abundance of wells 
about lfpnhan, of very good water for all domeftic ufes. f 

1 6. The town, or rather the borough, of Julpha, Hands on the fouth fide of the river 
Zenderhood ; and though there are many who look upon it as a fuburb of Ifpahan, yet 
it certainly deferves to be confidcred by itfclf, as being a very large and a very con- 
fiderable town, the buildings of which are more regular, and to the full as magnificent 
as thole of Ifpahan. It is generally reckoned two miles in length, and about a mile in 
breadth, and is, beyond companion, taking all circumftances together, the fineft place in 
Peril a ; for, with refped to houfes, trade, manufadures and induftry, there is nothing 
comes near ft ; and as to beautiful walks of trees, cooling lhades, delightful fountains, 
plcafant gardens, and magnificent fummer-houfes, they are every where to be met with. 
The principal inhabitants tire the Armenians, and belides thefe there are Georgians, 
Circallians, Mingrclians, and other Chriftians, but no Mahometans who dwell in it. 
The foundation of this place and the rife of the Armenians, who are now as confider- 
able' merchants as any in the world, are events that deferve our notice. 

It was the famous Shah Abbas who firfl took notice of the candour, affability, dili- 
gence, penetration, and integrity of the Armenians, in the management of their little 
concerns in their native country, where they were liable to the incurfions of the Per- 
fians and the Turks. He w;.s not only an ambitious and powerful but a very wife and 
prudent prince ; he was defirous of introducing trade into his dominions, where, till 
his reign, it was hardly known ; and no lefs defirous of infpiring his fubjeds with the 
fame views, who were little acquainted therewith. In order to accomplilh thefe great and 
laudable defigns, he thought it proper to eltablilh a ltaple commodity, by way of 
foundation, and for that purpofc fixed upon lilk. lie then tranfported twenty or 
thirty Armenians into the province of Gilan, where they acquitted themfelves fo well, 
that in a very Ihort fpace of time vaft quantities of filk were made there. Encouraged 
by 'this happy beginning, he demolilhcd the town of Old Julpha in Armenia, as has 
been Ihewn in the former fedion, and tranfported the inhabitants into the neighbour- 
hood of Ifpahan, where, by Ins royal munificence, and under his powerful protedion, 
they built the place of which we are now fpeaking, and by his dircdion undertook to 
diftribute all the filk that* was not wrought up by Perfian manufacturers, through Alia 
' and Europe, a reafonable price being firlt fixed, which at their return they were obliged 
to. pay, all the profit being left to themfelves j when it was neceffaty, the Shah ad- 
vanced 
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vanc-d them money for carrying on their commerce, but by degrees, and as they grew 
wealthy, the government- no longer took any ihare in their trade. 

In this manner, from the right notions of one man. and from his juft views for the 
benefit of his fubjedts, arofe all the trade of the Armenians, who are now become a 
nation of merchants, and carry on the in oft extern five dealings of any people in the 
world ; for befldes their eftablifhments here, and in all the great cities of Perlia, they 
f read over the whole F.afl, carry on a prodigious trade in Ruflia, and have fadlors of 
their own nation in molt of the great trading cities in Europe. In fliort, they are be- 
come as noted in this refpeet as the Jews ; but what redounds eternally to their reputa- 
tion, their application to trade, and their dealings as brokers has not in the leafl leflfflcd 
their character for candour or probity ; they are diligent, affable and difereet, but con- 
tent with a moderate profit ; ferve thole that employ them faithfully ; are grateful to 
their benefactors; love each other as brethren, and are extremely ufel'ul -to ail the 
countries in which they are fettled. This digreflion in favour of fuch a fort of men, 
and in order to explain the prudence and public fpirit of Shalt Abbas th ii patron, and 
fuch of his fucccfl'ors as chofe to tread in his fteps, we thought might b agreeable to 
the reader, though it carried us a little out of our road, to which we Ihull now return, 
ih order to continue the defeription we have promifed of the principal cities in Perfia, 
before thofe confufions began that have produced fuch fatal alterations. 

1 7. The city of Shiraz, or Sheraz, as we pronounce it, lies about two hundred miles to 
the fouthward of Il'pahan, in twenty-nine degrees fifty minute;, of north latitude, and is 
ufually reckoned the fecond city of the kingdom. It is the capital of the province of 
Fars, or the ancient Perfia ; fome will have the name derived from Cyrus the Great, 
there being a tradition that he was buried there ; others fay it is derived from Sherab, 
which in the Perfian tongue fignifies a grape, becaufe that fruit abounds in this place ; 
and others from the word Sheer, which fignifies milk ; but as it is not very material 
from whence the name is derived, fo I believe it is impoffiblc to determine at this dav. 
The town is feated in a pleafant fertile valley, about twenty miles in length, and fix in 
breadth, and has a rivulet running through it, which in the fpring has the appearance 
of a large river, and fometimes inereafes to fuch a torrent as to bear down the houfes 
in its way, but in the fummer is almolt dry. There are no walls about the place, nor 
does it contain above four thoufand liouls at prefent : the com pais of it is reckoned 
to be about feven miles, but then it is to be confidered that much the greateft part of 
this fpace is garden. ® 

The public buildings taken notice of are the viceroy’s palace, the rnofques, bagnios, 
the vaulted ftreets and caravanl’erais, which being of the fame model as thole of Il'pahan, 
do not need a particular defeription here ; only it is obfervable, that they let molt of 
their buildings run to ruin, as in other towns of Perfia ; every generation chufing to 
build new houles, rather than ufe thofe of their anceftors. It is remarked alfo, that 
there is no place where the Mahometan fuperftition prevails more than here, there being 
a mofque or temple to every twenty houles almolt, their domes covered with blue var- 
nilhed tiles, make a pretty appearance among the trees ; here is alfo a college where 
the liberal arts are ftudied, of which the fame is great for breeding many perfons of 
renowned learning. 

The ftreets of Sheraz are for the moll part narrow and dufty, but there are fome 
broad ones with canals and bafrns faced with Hone : but what Sheraz is moll remark- 
able for, is the fine gardens and vineyards about it. The cyprefs-trees, of which their 
ftralk? are chiefly compofed, are the talleft and largeft that arc any where to be found, 

and 
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and grow in a pyramidal form ; intermixed with thefe are feveral broad fpreading trees, 
and all manner of fruits, as pomegranates, oranges, lemons, cherries, pears, apricots, 
dates, &c. None of thefe are planted againft the walls, as with us, but Hand in the 
alleys, and fometimes irregularly, as in a wildcrnefs. They have alfo abundance of 
fweet flowers of various colours, but not planted in that regular order as in the gardens 
of Europe. Their vineyards and wines are preferable to any in Perfia, and the canals, 
cafcades, fountains, and pleafure-houfes in their gardens, are not at all inferior to thole 
■ of Ifpahan. The Shah’s garden here is no lefs than two thoufand paces fquare, and 
furrpun ded with a wall fourteen feet high ; but of late years the gardens, as well as 
the ouildings of Sheraz, have been pretty much neglected. 

1 8. Thirty miles to the north-caft of Sheraz are found the nobleft ruins of an ancient 
palace or temple, that are now to be feen on the face of the garth ; even Rome itfeif, 
as it is faid, has nothing comparable to thefe venerable remains of antiquity ; the place 
at this day is called Chilmaner, or forty pillars. Mr. Herbert fays, it was built 
upon a mountain of dark-coloured marble, and the Heps hewed out of the folid 
rock ; but others who have viewed it more narrowly fince obfgrve, that the Heps are 
compofed of large ftoncs, fifteecn or fixteen feet in length, and of fuch a thicknefs, 
that fix or feven fteps are cut out of one ftone, the whole being fo artificially joined, 
that they appear to be but one piece, which might eafily occafion Mr. Herbert to mif- 
take. It is l'eated at the north-eaft end of that fpacious plain where Perfepolis once 
flood, and generally held to be part of the palace of Darius, who was conquered by 
Alexander the Great. The front of this palace flood towards the weft, and was about 
five hundred paces in length, the whole taking up near threefcore acres of ground. 
The a Icon t to it is by ninety-five fteps, thirty feet in length, and twenty inches broad, but 
not more than three inches deep, fo that a horfc may eafily go up or down them. The 
llaircafe divides as you afeend, one branch winding to the right, and the other to the 
left, each having a wall on one fide, and a marble balluftradc on the other ; afterwards 
both branches turn again, and end at a large fquare landing-place, from whence you go 
into a portico of white marble, twenty feet wide. On it are carved in bas relievo two 
beads’ as big as elephants, but their bodies are like horfes, and their feet and tails like 
oxen. » 

Ten feet farther ftand two fluted columns of whitifh ftone, about fixty feet high, be- 
fides their capitals and bafes, and as thick as three men can fathom ; a little farther ftand 
two other pilaflers, carved like the firft, only that tne beads on the latter have wings 
and men’s heads. Beyond this portal or hall is fuch another double llaircafe, leading 
to the upper rooms, twenty-five feet broad, but incomparably more beautiful than the 
former; for on its walls are carved in bas relief, a kind of triumph, confifting of a great 
train of people in diftind: companies, carrying l'ome banners, and others offerings, and 
after all comes a chariot drawn by feveral horfes, with a little altar upon it, from whence 
the flames of fire feem to afeend. On the other fide are carved wild beads fighting, 
and among others, a lion and a bull are cut with great exa&nefs, and fo hard is the 
ftone, that to this day the mofl curious part of the workmanfhip is preferved. On 
the jop of the fecond llaircafe is a fquare place, which has been furrounded with co- 
lumns, whereof feventeen only are now Handing, but there are a hundred pedeftals ; 
thofd that are left are of red and white marble fluted, fome of them fixty, and others 
feventy feet high, and twdlve of them near three fathoms round. Thefe, fome anti- 
quaries imagine, fupported the temple of the Sun. T 

On the fame floor .near thofe colunyis is a place fifty feet fquare, enclofed with walls 
.iix or feven feet thick, of a much finer marble than any that hath been yet mentioned, 
voi.. ix. c c _ and 
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Ufould take up fereral days to view all the figures ; 
Jfelf in this leCond fioofi there ap^esa^ ligiiiesGut in 
fee men fighting with lions, aml m ^ a 

■n ; in a third, you fee the figures; cj£ jum ]jn;» 

| 'to his people or ambaffadotfj 'and 
Vof infcriptions, in lading ch$irac&er|i, whicb''l&y$%<^:£ 
lope, but none of them underftood at this ' 

.Jfcythe people of the country : this gbriohs. W": ' 
^.|Perfepolis, the nobleft and wealthieft theh-tn me . 

, f 4Jjfemder the Great, about the year of the world 
i^e-amnuan harlot, as is faid, in revenge for the towns the 
^ m Greece. / - 

id in this, almofl: all the great cities have been dfefccibed 
% they are reprefented to us by fuch as had j 

ry' little relation to thofe places at this day j f^r in the ‘ 
n . fufions with which this empire has been overwhelmed, 
tjwfc: cities that has efcaped. Tauris has been blundered 
jy-JO the ground ; and even Spahawn has 'fullered hot a 
15 or Bander Abaffi, has been always eonfidered fince the 
||ij^4ie the richeft jewels of the Perfian diadem j and, notwith- 
aH^.hnd fome inconveniences that attended the port, it was 
“at trad$,and might have been a place of much greater trade, if 
rchspfPftrfia had been princes of the like fpirit, and had conceived 
B irf cammert* -s&be did. 

greateft part of the Perfian trade came to be carried 
was neither agreeable to the interefts of the Per- 
ifijtC fer^tt^|^0#ting their commodities to Europe, for which other 
toe bv'Cn But when Shah Nadir had attuned the empire, 

t&ng fucctflwha4 acquired fo great a power, that he thought himfelf 
ptaigef ‘ from f^lpighbours, he began to entertain notions of commerce, 
^.is : ©fher. -'jaja^^werc of a damp peculiar to himfelf, and which do not 
Li >©£.the a^tbfeihat we have met with, to have been at all underfiood 
fi faw pl^mjr 4 *tpteahe Turks were prodigioufly enriched by the carry- 
fioTthrough their country, and this he was refolved to 
ith'this view, that he formed a project, which we have 
Jfcpcmg a paffage to the Black Sea, and thereby opening 
with all his power. He could never effed. He then 
is * and having recovered the province of Gilau 

effedually againft any impreflions they could make 
kefolved to carry on the trade of Perfia that way, by 
and to reftore the credit of that nation, which had 
rswvsii}; by the vail Ioffes that had been fuftained by their 
the courfe of the civil wars, has been almaft totally 


faw 
fian tej 


iad, another, the grounds of which it would take up 
Therefore, I lhall content* myfelf with barely faying,- 
Seared to him reafonable, he determined to remove 
fixing, as his predeceffors had done, thftimperi&l 
^transfer it northward, and fo place the f«&.pC.bi§ 
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smprre in the - province of Chorafan, to which perhaps he might in fome meafure be 
determined fey his fondnefs for his native country, the town of 

Mefched, which had been formerly the capital of the'Mq^e^r^lt^td febjafel^ved, 
that the word Metfchid fignifies, both in the Perfian and : ’’fiiSbi|fe;^j^gesi , a' ; h'oufo or 
temple confectated to the fervice of God, and itjs Ot^ave * framed 

our word Mofque. The name of this city therefore imjffl^^:p^^^’ofotte,.a(ttd if Vjps 
fo called from one of the finelt in that part of the wor% the 

Iman Riza, tf great faint ; which rendered it a place fr^iienteid^feni^^Blsi who 
out of charity eredted there feveral public ftrudtures ct'gre^ :.tna0a^ai(&. It was 
befides famous for its manufactures of all forts, fuch as gohjiiaid 'fflver ferocades, 
tapeftry, rich filks, and woollen (tuff, as beautiful and as dear a$ was? be- 

fides a manufadture of earthenware, which was looked upon ad v di^'peft.^|£a f on 
this lide China ; fo that an age ago this city for mofques, public baths, caravanferais, 
bazsyrs, and other public ftrudtures, was not in the lean inferior to any ; 

but the Ulbeck Tartars had fo totally deltroyed it, that it made but a vei^ indifferent 
figure when the Shah Nadir made choice of it for the feat of his empire. <• r 

The city of Mefched is fituated in the latitude of thirty-five degrees ■ twenty minutes 
north upon a fmall ftrearn that falls into the river Kurgan, which Teparates the province 
of Chorafan from Allarabat ; and it may be very truly affirmed, that a happiefTitoation 
there is not in the world. The air is extremely mild and temperate, the foU'abpht it 
wonderfully fruitful, and while it continues the capital of the empife, tfeef&isno doubt 
that the Tartars will be kept at a fufficient dillance. While Shah Nadif was eihployed 
in his expedition againft the Mogul, his eldeft fon Riza Kuli Mirza refidts^ there- with 
the title and authority of Shah of Perfia ; by his care the city was rebuilt and reftotred 
to its ancient lultre, and fuch privileges granted to the inhabitants, as not only came up to 
but exceeded thofe that forme r Shahs had granted to the people of Ifpahan. This young 
Prince was not contented with barely attending to the civil government of .the empire, 
he was defirious of difplaying alfo his military capacity, which induced him to attack the 
Khan of Balkh, the fovercign of the fouthern part of Great Bucharia ; which couhtry, 
together with its capital, he reduced, and thereby gained not only an acceffion of terri- 
tory, but one of the greatdl and bed cities in thofe parts, Balkh having been, forjftweral 
ages, the center 6f the commerce carried on by land to and from the Indies. . : 

By this eftablilhment, and thefe conquefts, the face of affairs in Perfia is ifofoltltely 
changed, and this is a thing that has not hithertijPbeen fufliciently confidered* 4;|t is 
poflible, and, indeed, it is probable, that the fouthern provinces of the Perfian erfipire 
will fuffer extremely by this alteration ; and it is not altogether unlikely, that If a civil 
war ariles from the death of* the late Shah, a new principality may be effedted in the 
fouthern parts, of which Spahawn, or fome other great city, may become the capital ; 
but Itill Mefched will, in all probability, remain the leat of the Perfian empire, and the 
monarchs who govern there will extend their conquefts northwards, through countries 
formerly indeed dependent upon the Pcrfians, but which have been for many ages in 
the hands of the Tartars ; and if this fhould be the cafe, we muft confider ourtelves 
extremely happy in having fet on foot a trade through Ruffia into Perfia by ^e Caf- 
piailSea; by which tUb molt lucrative part of the commerce of that e|jjpfj|e 
into’our hands, and may be juftly efteemed the fruits of o uifra pAiiava jmgulnd 
the effedts of fending out* fquadrons into the Baltic^ whicl^pcvi ^ Mp CQUtt Peterf- 
burg fuch an imprelfion of our power to aflift or dfBggb i?’«ar intereft to 

take care that time Ihould never efface. 

*0. We 
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20. We promifed to fay fomewhat of the ancient and prefent ftate of the country 
and people of Perfia, contidered in a comparative light, and we will endeavour to exe- 
cute this as fuccinclly as poilible. The learned Dr. Hyde wrote an admirable treatife 
in Latin, of the religion of the ancient Perfians ; a work equally curious and ufeful, and 
which, notwithftanding, was fo ill received by the public, that the Dodlor boiled his tea- 
kettle with the greatell part of the impreflion, which has made it fo fcarce, that from its 
natural price of ten lliillings, or lefs, it is now fold for two guineas ; and even at that 
price will not be efteemed dear by fuch as can judge of its real value. It is from this 
learned book that we are informed of what we fhould otherwife never have known, 
that the ancient Perfians, on whom the’ Greeks bellowed the name of Barbarians, were 
in reality the bell governed, the politeft, and the molt civilized nation upon the face of 
the earth. Their religion was far more incorrupt than thofe of Egypt, Greece, or 
Rome, for they worlhipped only one God ; and though they were over-run with fuper- 
flition, they never degenerated into atheiftn or idolatry. The common people were, 
from principle, extremely indullrious ; they cultivated their country with the utmofl 
care, infomuch that thofe dillridts that are now fandy defarts were then perfect gar- 
dens ; and many rich and populous cities were feated in places that at this day are 
wafte and howling wilderneffes. Yet there even dill remain clear and indifputable 
proofs of the truth of what this learned gentleman has afl'erted, and thele are of two 
kinds ; Firft, The ruins and remains of this ancient magnificence, which even the iron 
teeth of Time have not been able to dellroy, as appears from what the reader has been 
told of Perfepolis ; and next, from the temper and difpofition of that remnant of the 
ancient Perfees, Gubcrs, Gaurs, or fire-worlhippers, that are Hill left in this country 
and in India, and who are, beyond all controverfy, the moll quiet, indullrious, and 
moll inolfenfive nation, if we may yet llyle them fo, on the face of the globe. The 
feat of their prefent habitations is the vvildeft and worfl part of the province of Kerman, 
and yet even there the fmall diflri&s they poffefs, appear a kind of paradife in com- 
panion of the country about ; and by them thofe woollen fluffs are wrought, which 
the modern Perfians, from a true principle of luxury, think too good for any body’s 
wear but their own, and therefore never fuffer them to be carried out of .their 
dominions. 

As for thefe people, it is no wonder that they have brought the fame diferedit upon 
the large and fruitful provinces they inhabit, thru the l urks have done upon the land of 
Canaan ; and, indeed, it is the genius of the Mahometan religion to deface all marks 
of former improvements, as well as to receive no height from fuch examples. The 
wars, by which this empire has been continually wafted fincc it fell into the hands of 
its prefent pofl'effors, has contributed not a little to thin ifof people ; fo that now there 
are not above a twentieth part of the people in Perfia that there were at the time that 
Alexander invaded it. Befides this, there are feveral nations fcattered up and down it, 
that are rather vaffals than fubjetts to the Shahs, and live after the manner of the Tar- 
tars in their tents. The want of a fettled nubility, and the little fecurity that the people 
in general have for their fortunes, is another great obftacle to the cultivating their 
lands, and the improvement of their cities. We may add to this, the revolutions and 
civil wars which have been fo frequent in Pcrfia ; as all’o the inrurfions of the Tar/ars 
and other barbarous nations, from which they are hardly ever free. As to the laziliefs 
and luxury of the Perfians, though if is in onefenfe a caufe of the wide differencp be- 
tween the pall and prefent ftate qt their empire, yet confulered in another light, it is 
the fource of what little commerce they have ; for as they are not willing to work 
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# th^mfelves, th<j are very ready to let other nations dwell amongft them ; and provided 
they reap the fruits of their induftry, treat them fairly and civilly enough, without any 
mixture of that haughty, infolent and unbridled temper which is fo hateful and fo into- 
lerable among the Turks. Befides, as they fpend without the leaft confideration all they 
get, this occafions a quick circulation of money, fo that tfie Armenians, Indians, and 
other foreigners that live amongft them, pick up a tolerable livelihood, and are not 
impofed upon and oppreffe4 as in the territories of the Grand Signior. 

It is the want of people that makes a great part of Perfia lie waftc and barren ; and 
the natural fertility of the country is another caufe of this, for even the few parts 
that are now cultivated produce much more than is necefiary for thefubfiftence of its in- 
habitants ; and it is from thence that their trade and their riches arife ; for fince there are 
no mines now wrought in Perfia, what gold and filver they have comes into that 
country by the purchafe of their filks, and other rich commodities ; whence the reader 
will eafily difcern how powerful and how happy the people might be under a fettled 
government, that paid foine tolerable refpeft to the welfare of itsfubje&s; but after 
all, this is hardly to be hoped for while in the hands of the Mahometans, who, on the 
one hand, are very little inclined to any kind of induftry themfelves, and, on the other, 
are very apt to be jealous of their Chriltian fubjects thriving, though they are the better 
for it. While the Ruflians were maflers of Gilan, which was but for a very fhort fpace, 
the inhabitants were fo fenfible of the change, that*there was nothing they dreaded fo 
much as returning again under the dominion of their old inafters; and when this ac- 
tually happened, great numbers of them quitted their habitations, and retired into the 
neighbouring parts of Georgia, Dageftan and Armenia, that they might avoid falling 
under the yoke of Thamas Kuli Kan, notwithftanding that was as light, at leaft in time 
of peace, as any of the former Shahs. 

21. It is to very little purpole that we increafe the flock of our knowledge by read- 
ing, unlefs we enable ourfelves to make fome ufe of it by refle&ion ; as a trader does 
not thrive by having his warehoufes flocked with goods, but by his knowing where and 
how to carry them to market. We fee plainly from the description of the Perfian em- 
pire, at the beginning of this feftion, that in point of territory the Shah's of Perfia are 
very little inferior to any of the great monarchs in the univerfe ; but we know experi- 
mentally, that for all this the princes of this country, from the time of Shah Abbas, 
have made but a very indifferent figure, and are not like to make a better in time to 
come. This fhews us the terrible effefts of arbitrary power, a thing altogether infup- 
portable ; but from the wifdom of fome great princes, who by diflembling and letting 
it down, preferve it. Shah Nadir had this in his will, but never jn his power ; he had 
acquired his authority by being* at the head of an army, and he lound it impoflible to 
fufiain it any other way than by remaining at the head of it; for he neither durit dif- 
band his troops, nor could he truft them any longer than they were employed ; thfs 
was the true reafon of his Indian expedition, and this muft be the cafe till fuch time as 
the army by which he attained his fovercignty is in fome meafure worn out, and then, 
perhaps, the feeblenefs of the flate may draw ifpon it foreign invafions. 

If either the extent or the quality of countries could make princes eafy or happy, the 
foverligns of Perfia might be fo without making flaves of their fubjcdls or difturbing 
their neighbours. We may from hence alfo dilcover the value of right principles with 
regatd jo induftry and commerce, which always include clue refpeft to liberty and pro- 
perty, without which the former can never fubfift, anej^the latter can never be attained. 
If we could with any probability fuppofe that a well-conftituted government could take 
place, and be thoroughly dtablifhed in Perfia, it is very evident, that in the fpace of a 
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century, not only the affairs, but the very face of the country would be changed ; their 
great cities would be repeopled, the trade through Perfia to India and Tartary would be 
revived, their filk-works and manufactures would be reftored, and multitudes of people 
would flock into all their provinces for the hike of that plenty which, in Inch a fituation 
of things, they would be fure to enjoy. But as this fuppolition is on the one hand im- 
probable, fo, on the other, it is very evident that for this very reaibn the Perfian mo. 
narchy muft, for a long feries of years, continue broken and weak ; for it is by com- 
merce only that the people of that country can become formidable ; for while, on the 
one fide, they want a naval power to maintain the fovereignty of the Cafpian Sea, to 
which they pretend, and, on the other hand, to have no fortreffes of great ftrength to 
fecure their frontiers again ft the Uibeck Tartars on the north, and the Turks on the 
weft, they will always be in danger from both thole neighbours. 

Thefe things are fo plain that they cannot be denied or doubted. The Angle infer- 
ence I would draw from this is, that fo far as human fordight reaches there leans to 
be a difpolition in Providence to overturn the Mahometan powers every where ; for if 
we compare the prefent ftate of things with the pall, we cannot help feeing that they 
are much in the fame fituation that the Greeks were at the time their empire began to 
decline ; and though it may be forne centuries before their total deft ruttion comes on, 
yet we muft Ihut our eyes againft evidence if we are nor convinced that it is coming. 
Wf* muft indeed allow that there are fome vifionary people here in Europe who appre- 
hended mighty things from the Shah Nadir, and believed that he would overwhelm the 
Turkilh empire ; but there was no kind of reafon for this, except the known wcakneis 
of that empire ; and if it were not for this, we might with more reafon expect that the 
Turks, at this juncture, Ihould make fome impreflion upon Perfia, which however 1 
am perfuaded will not happen. Bui if the feuds of Chriltian princes were once laid 
afieep, there is no improbability in the conjecture, that the Ruffians might make them- 
felves mailers, at leaft, of lome of the provinces of this empire which lie neareft to the 
Cafpian Sea ; and, whenever it lhall happen, it may prove a beginning to much greater 
revolutions, /'nice there are multitudes of Chriftians in the adjacent countries, w r ho are 
either of the Greek religion or very little removed from it ; and if their fpirits Jhould 
once revive, the weaknefs of the Mahometans, both here and elfewhere, would be 
quickly feen. 1 know very well how little heed the prefent generation will give to re- 
marks of this nature; but I flatter myfelf, that how' weak or how impertinent foevu- 
they may be now efteemed, experience will juitiiy them to poftcrity. 
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OF THE 

DISPOSITION AND TEMPER OF THE PERSIANS, 

Their Perfone, Habits, Manner of Living, their Artificers and Mechanics, the Rcfpe& paid to Mer- 
chants, the Method in which their Inland Trade is carried on, the palt and prefen t State of the Englifh 
Commerce, and other Particulars ; together with fome curious Obfcrvations on the Nature of the Silk 
Trade, and a Computation of the annual Balance in favour of Perfia. 

Coll Cited as well from Private Memoirs , as from Accounts that have been publi/hcd \ 


i. An Introductory Account of the Subject of this Section, the Difficulty of Drawing Na- 
tional Characters, the likclieji Way of cowing at the Truth, the general Temper, Difpo - 
fition and Genius of the modern Perfians. — a. Of their Perfons , Drefs, great Value of 
their Turbans, and of the Magnificence and Prof uf on into which all Ranks of People 
arc apt to run in that Country , in every Thing that regards Appearance and Equi- 
page. — 3. Of the Women’s Habits, their Painting, their Hcad-drcffcs ufually adorned 
with Feathers, frequently fet out with Jewels , and more cfpecially with Pearls , which 
were eflccmcd the befl in the World, fo long as the Perfians were pojf'eff'ed of the Jfland 
of Baharcn. — 4. The manner of living in Pcrfia , the Method of eating and drinking , 
their C //flows at their Meals, the commonness of Cooks -Shops and Ordinaries among J l 
them, and of the open and general Hofpitality in Pcrfta. — 5. A View of their Enter- 
tainments, the Ceremonies and Civilities that pa/s upon fitch Qccafions, their laudable 
Temperance and great Sobriety, and of the Manner in which i hy the life of Opium, they 
J apply their Want of Jrrong Liquors. — 6 . The Manner of Travelling in Pcrfta, the 
Nature of Caravans, how they /'apply the Want of Wheel-Carriages, of their Foot-Pojls , 
and of the wonderful SwfincJ's off their Shatirs or Running-Footmen. — 7. Of their 
Artificers and Mechanics of all Sorts, the Neatnefs if fome and the Inexpert nefs of 
ether Workmen, and if the Nature of their Companies, and the Rules by which they arc 
governed. — 8. Of the Silken, M ool/cn, and Mohair Mam failures that are carried on 
in this Empire, the Management of their Domcjlic Traffic, the great life of Brokers 
the Manner in which their Foreign Trade is carried on, and the Rcafons that hinder 
Mahometans from becoming Merchants; with fome political Remarks upon that Sub- 
ject. — 9. The Nature of the Englijh Trade in Pcrfia, the McaJ'ures , Weights, Money, 
generally ufed in that Country, and the Alterations that have happened by the Removal 
of the Capital from Ifpahan to Mcfcheil. — 1 o. Afucciv.il View of the fcveral Routes 
by which Foreign Commodities arc introduced into Pcrfia, with a clear View of the Ad- 
vantages arifing from the new Trade to that Empire, through Rufjia . — 11. A (hort 
Reprcfentation of the Value of Silk, conftdcrcd as the Staple Commodity of Pcrfia, and of 
the Advantages that would rcfult to this Nation by the joint Endeavours if the Ruffian, 
Lqvailt, and Eajl India Companies, to import Pcrfian and China Silks on the cheapcfl 
Terms pofjiblc. 

A FTER taking a view of the country of Perfiaj and its produtt of all kindsi it Is 
very natural for us to come next to the inhabitants, for whofe fake the Other 
ilefeription was held neceflary, and made intirdy with a view to render this more clear 
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.and intelligible. It mud indeed be owned,' that there is ’fomething and 

hazardous in attempting to chara&erife a whole nation, and nothiidSHP^ii^)lninau 
than inftances even of great authors falling into miftakes on this head{ *jf|g as'4he ' thing' 
is neceffary, fo it is alfo very feafible ; nations certainly have their chsC^^ers ai wel] as 
private men, and thefe are frequently hit, though to.be fure fometin$»||hey are mif- 
taken. • *' 

The means of hitting them, is to obferve carefully the points in whffj^all travellers 
agree, for thefe, without doubt, are foun dedj i fe truth and nature; TOppa a Ancient, 
number of thefe are fixed, they will.Aai^ ^^ Wl»'‘you in for tf^ humours of 

i^pnen, though of feveral forts, and Vara f’Sra^ptfrmii each other, yet have a connection 
r among themfelves, that is to fay^ on^Jtjjiiiii(^|^^s with and j«ns eafily with another, 
while there are fome humourS'J^f^nife^^iOTy^tbg^s^j^Mjlrc found in the fame 
’ breads. That there really is fuch a thing <as national charwiifs appears from hence, 
that the inhabitants of the fame country, through a great diverfity of agcS, and de- 
feribed by authors of various difpofitions, keep pretty nearly the fame chara&er; of 
this the defeription of the people of Paris, by the Emperor Julian, is a remarkable in* 
dance, and others might be mentioned, if that before us were not as good a one as any 
of the reft ; for whoever confiders attentively what is faid of the temper, genius and 
cuftoms of the Perfians, independent of their religion and government, by the Greek 
and Latin writers, and compares thefe with the writings of modern travellers, will be 
amazed to fee what a conformity there is between them, and be from thence convinced 
-that national characters are nothing lefs than imaginary. But to come to the point, and 
to that defeription which will juftify this.obfervation, at the fame time that it carries on 
the thread of our dilcourfe, and performs the proper bufinefs of this fe&ion. 

The Perfians are men of bright parts, and abundance of vivacity, fond of glory, and 
known to excel their neighbours of India in point of courage, infomuch that the Mogul 
prefers them to the greaieft polls both in his court and army ; and as they were ob- 
served anciently to be of all men the inoft civil and obliging, they retain the lame dif- 
pofition to this day, efpecially towards foreigners, who admire their toofpitality and 
benevolence; they are far from being guilty of that brutilh behaviour towards* Chrif- 
tians as the Turks are ; what they feem to be mod juftly and univerfally charged with, 
is vanity and profufion in their cloaths, their equipages and number of fervams; as to 
voluptuoufnels in eating and drinking, this does not appear to be their vice, at teaft we 
are much more guilty of k in Eflrope ; for the greateft part of their food is rice, fruits, 
and garden, fluff ; they ‘nave : 'J^.|»dy 'great variety of flefli, neither have they many 
ways of dfiptng it ; ajlo feems tp fee the Handing difh, even among thofe of tjie belt 
wuality. And a^j|r.(R'ong liquors, though they drink* them now and then by Health, 
drunkennefs is v£ry far from being common ; liquor is never forced, and every man 
may retire from an entertainment without ceremony when Ik fees fit, without a breach 
of good manners. v 

No people have a greater genius for poetry, infomuch that there is not afeftival or 
enteitainment made but a poet is introduced and defired to oblige the companjfjivith his 
compofitions ; and thefe gentlemen are often found with a crowd about them fat coffee- 
houfes, and other places of public refort. The Perfians are by fome looked Won to 
be very covetous; but by this they muft mean covetous in getting, for as to hoarding 
tip money they are generally abfolved. They only get that* they may fpend* and when 
ahey have furnilhed themfelves with an equipage, houfe and gardens fuitable fo their 
jaaind, they rather lay out their money in building caravanferais, mofques, and f®s other 
public occafions, than let it lie by them, infomuch that fome travellers obfenretj&It there 
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trot 1 take$g& thooj|fi^ • A man who Happens 
thoufand pounds fall tohim»ftali ina few weeks lay it out in pur- 
flavesf, clothing and-fernkinse, .wifhout confidering where he (hall 
l in two or three months after you will fee him difpofiag of them 
r , ,J ce ' Thefe P^ple, it is obferved, have a great command of then-; 
ajte not eafily moved, and when they are, it proceeds very feldom to 
torel generally ends in ill language, and perhaps feme hearty curfes ;“ ! 
ay, they call one an^^rjewsor Chriftians. They are of .a very in- 
tnoft oWi^t^fetiQur ; typ Ihfitopeah nations arc^orp 




agreeable «**•. 





rei: well (Haped, cl«tn 

^extern; towanln.thc^ththey area Htife upOni to oliv^v, However, the- great men 
having had their wi ve&’amj concubines chiefly item Georgia and' Cifcaffia, for a htin- 
dred years pad, their complexions ^|^ 1 > -m!ich mended even fa the fouthera pro. 
Vinces. . T, heir ey.es and their hair aps generally black, and they wear only one lock 
Of own of their heads, like other Mahometans, bv which they expeft Mahomet 
lift them up to Paradife. 

A||^a - their beards, the Shah and the great officers of (late, and foldiery, wear only 
long whiikers On the upper lip, which, joined to a tuft of hair on the upper part of their 
che^. grow to a very enormous fixe, infomuch that fame of them, it is laid, are near 
l^lffejJ^Pt Jdflg. '1 heir mollahs and religious people wear their beards long, only' 
clipping them into form, and the common people clip their beards pretty (hort, bug 
none. Of the Perfians fuller any hair to grow upon their bodies. They wear large tur-- 
bans on their heads, fame white, and others ft ripe tl with red or other colours, and the 
great men have flowers of gold and filver woven or marked on the cloth. They have 
ajfo ;fifcu|kap under their (urban, and all together does not weigh lefs than l'even or 
cight'poun^yfometiuics a great deal more. Next to their (kins they wear a Hurt of 
colpBted-fippa* calico, generally blue, which they feldom or never waft ; this fairt has 
an °3? e g, hbfetfk ^ ut neither neck nor wriftbands, and is made clofe to the arm; they 
-*$Mf # breeches, or rather drawers, clofe before, they reach half dawn 
TOC^yiSss^aE-pockmgs are made of woollen cloth, but not at all ftiaped to the leg ; 
ovcMfa» they wear a waiftcoat, and upon thefe a coat wift clofe fleeves, and but- 
1 loops before, tied with a faftaf Jtfa^.jigj.wide atbdfii|m* and hangs a little below 

iitftead of (Hoes they have piqued , 

.leather* wMch ''ike neither $ed‘nor 


il tjttrJwVe anflflier 
, turiled up a|pie 

icy 




a dagger at their Ikies, 




‘d, apd^nce or poniard 
ihofe of high rank. 

garb of the women is not very diflerenhfrom that of the men, except 
fe women neither wear turbans on their heads, nor faftes gfiout trn... 
i^heir epats orvefts reach aJmoft down to their heels. If ever they go into 
iffrhidvwomen of quality feldom do, they have a white veil which covers them 
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hunting* 
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hunting-cap, with a heron’s feather in it, their hair being made up in tfeffes^and filing 
down their backs to a very great length, and the quality have pearls and iewels inter- 
woven and mixed with their hair. The married women' comb their hair back, and 
having bound it about with a broad ribbon, or rich tiara, fet with jewels* which looks 
like a coronet, let the reft: of their hair fall gracefully down their /houlders, than which 
there cannot be a more becoming drefs. As for gloves, neither men nor women ever 
wear them, but their arms and fingers are ufually full of rings and bracelets enriched; 
with jewels. 

As black hair is the mod common, fo it is in mod efteem, and the thickeft and 
broad eft eye-brows are thought the fineft ; the women, if their eye-brows be not black, 
will colour them, and commonly paint their faces ; they rub their hands and feet with 
an orange-coloured pomatum. Some will have feathers Hand upright in their tiara, 
and others have a firing of pearls or precious ftones fattened to it, which hangs down 
between their eye-brows ; they wear alfo jewels in their ears, and rows of pearls fall 
down their temples as low as the neck, and in fotne provinces bordering on India, they 
have jewels in their noftrils, which to the Europeans do not feem very becoming, for 
hanging down to the mouth it makes them look as if they had hare-lips, but the ladies 
of Ifpahan never wear thefe nole-jewels. Their necklaces are either gold or pearl ; 
they fall upon the bofom, and there always hangs a little golden box to them, filled 
with mod reviving perfumes. 

As their clothes arc of the rj^heft flowered and brocaded filks, it appears that their 
drefs is no inconfiderable article m Perfia, where people of mean fortunes endeavour to 
vie with the quality, and will have fine clothes though they want food. An ordinary 
turban cannot be purchafed under ten pounds, and they frequently give twice as 
much ; and they mutt have variety of them, left they fhould be known by their clothes. 
Their falhes alfo arc brocaded, and coft from twenty to a hundred crowns, and over 
this they have frequently another of camel’s hair, of which the workmanship is fo cu- 
rious that it feldom cofts lefs. Thofe who wear fables, which they will not be without 
if they can purchafe them, feldom pay lefs than a hundred pounds for a clofe bodied 
coat ; all this, with the rich furniture and equipage they have when they ride out, 
amounts to a vaft fum ; and this, as it well may, keeps them exceeding poor. The 
common mode of living is thus : 

4. Early in the morning they ufually drink a difh of coffee. About eleven they go 
to dinner, when they eat melons, fweetmeats, fruit, cheefe, curds or milk, but their 
principal meal is in the evening, when you may depend on a difh of pilo, which is boiled 
rice well buttered, and feafoned with a fowl, a piece of mutton or kid ferved up with 
it : they have an excellent way of boiling their rice all of er the Eaft, the water is per- 
fectly dried away, by that time the rice is enough, after which they feafon it with fpices, 
and mix faffron or turmerick with it, giving it a yellow, or what other colour they think 
fit $%ut there is very little variety either in their food or way of dreffing it ; if they 
have a large joint, it is baked inftead of being roafted, but their ufual way is to cut their 
fiefh into little flices, and fating or Ikewering them together, roaft them over a charcoal 
fire* and whether they boil or roaft, it is always done to rags, or it would be impofijble 
to pull the meat to pieces with their hands, as they do without knives or forks. Pork 
is never eaten here any more than veal, nor do they eat hares or other animals pro- 
hibited to the Jews, beef but feldom ; they do not deal much in venifon, filh 01; wild 
fowl, they drefs only plain dilhes, being ftrangers to haihes, ragouts and other com- 
pounds, and feldom have any other fauce than a flice of lemon or fome pickles. Bread 

7t they 
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they •l^^aii^i^.tibitt - edEEs the moment they ufeit, but eat much more rice. They 
ufe /^piepper,: only whole, and^ not abundance e>f fait in their feafoning, 

nqj? is .brought to table: meat is never falted before it -is drafted, They 

ufually kill their meat and fowls the fame day they ufe them, and fet by nothing to be 
eaten c^Id. ■ - 

They fit down crofs-Iegged at their meals, and a cloth is fpread upon the carpet. 
Then one of the perfons who has the provifion before him, diftributes rice and flefh to 
the conmany,./ -They ufe no fpoons, except for foup and liquids, but take up their rice 
by handfuls. ' They feldom fit above h^ hn hour at table. They wafli both before 
and after their meals, making ufe of their handkerchiefs inftead of a towel. The com- 
mon people of Ifpahan feldom drefs their yi&uals at home, but when they have (hut up 
their (hops of an evening, go ftraight to the cooks, of which there are great numbers in 
that city, and buy pilo for their families. The cooks have kettles or coppers fixed in 
brick-work in their lhops, and ftoves, over whieh they drefs raoft of their meat, making 
fcarce any ufe of chimnies. It is remarkable of the Perfians, that they are fo far from 
Hunting their doors at their meals, that they invite every one to eat with them who 
happens to come to their houfes. 

5. When a perfon makes an entertainment, it is ufually a fupper, notwithllanding 
which the guefts generally come at nine or ten in the morning, and fpend the whole 
time at the place to which they are invited. They difeourfe, they fmoke, eat fweet- 
meats, and pafs away the time with a thoufand amufeinents ; fometimes they hear poems 
repeated in honour of their prince, fometimes the finging women are introduced, who 
fing, and dance, and play and lliow antic tricks to divert the company ; and if any one 
•of the guefts are difpofed to withdraw with any of thefe dancing-girls, they are fliewn 
into a private room, and when they return nobody takes any notice of it. When fupper 
is ferved up, the fon, or fome relation of the mafter of the houfe, takes the honours of 
the feaft upon him, and helps the guefts to their meat. 

They generally provide variety of fherbets on thefe occafions, their ufual drink being 
nothing but fair water, and even this, it feems, they drink with ice ; it is the employ- 
ment therefore of abundance of people about Ifpahan, in the wintcr-feafon, to heap up 
vaft quantities of ice together, and keep it in repofitories under ground all the fum- 
mer, when they fell it to great advantage. Wine is made in feveral provinces of Perfia ; 
but the Armenians and other Chrillians drink the greateft fliare of it. The officers 
will indeed fometimes indulge themfelves in this liquor, and other people drink it as 
they pretend for their health, but that is not common ; much the greateft part of it is 
either tranfported to the neighbouring countries, or drank by the Chriftians who are 
difperfed through the Perfian dominions. 

But thofe who abftain from wine out of confcience, becaufe it is prohibited by law, 
raife their fpirits with opium, bang, poppy-feed, and other intoxicating ingredients. 
The Perfians, like other eaftern nations, take pills of opium, which fome of them gra- 
dually increafe to fuch a dofe as would deftroy half a dozen Europeans. Within an 
hour after they have taken the pill it begins to operate, and athoulant pleafant feenes 
prefent^ themfelves to their imagination ; they laugh and fing, and fay abundance of hu- 
morous things like men intoxicated with wine ; but after the effect of it is gone off, they 
find their fpirits exhaufled, and grow penfive and melancholy till they repeat the dofe 
*§4 fotne make it fo ueceffary to them that they cannot live without it. There 
is alfq a aeco&ion of the feed of poppies, fold in mod cities of Perfia, and in thefe houfes 
you will fee people looking and talking as men do when they are drunk : as long as 
■ TV,'' / . " d d 2 they 
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they keep to the letter of the law, and abftain from wine, it is no matterjiow rattfch they 
diforder themfelves, they think»they (hall never be accountable for that. ; 1 ' 

6 , There are no wheel-carriages in this country, but all people travel upon camels, 
holies, mules or afles. The women, who are to be concealed as much as pdffible, are 
put into a fquare wooden machine, of which they hang one on each.fide of a camel ; 
they are about three feet deep, and juft larg^ enough for one to fit down in, and over 
head are three or four hoops like thofe which fupport the tilt of a waggon, with a cloth' 
thrown over them. Their aftes are much larger and nimbler than oupB, and will trot 
ten miles at a pretty good rate, but they are very obftinate, and frequently throw their 
riders. People ufually travel in this country with the caravan, confiding of four or five 
hundred camels, befides other beads, and there is no place where they travel with greater 
focurity and lefs expence there being caravanferais at proper diitances, where they 
have their lodging gratis, and purchufe provifion at the bed hand ; and though the 
reads are frequently fteep and mountainous, yet fuch care is taken in laying bridges 
and caufcways, and to lewd and enlarge the ways, that a traveller feldom meets with 
any difficulties but what are eafily furmounted. 

Here are no general polls, but if any perfon has letters to fend, he difpatches a fhatir 
or footman with them on purpofe, who will travel a thoufand miles in eighteen or 
twenty days, and not alk more than twenty pence or two (hillings a day for his trouble : 
they carry with them a bottle of water, and a little bag of provifion, which ferves them 
thirty or forty hours : they generally leave the high road, and crofs over the country 
the neareft way. There are a great many families which make this their only employ- 
ment, and breed their children up to it, obliging them to run from their infancy. 

The Shalfcand all the great men have feveral of thefe fhatirs or footmen in their re- 
tinue, but before a man can be admitted one of the imperial footmen, he muft give a 
very extraordinary proof that he does not want heels or breath ; for he muft run from 
the great gate of the palace, called Aly Capi, to a place a league and a half from the 
city, twelve times in one day, and every time bring an arrow along with him, which is 
delivered him by thofe who Hand at the end of the race, to fhew that he has run the 
whole courfe ; and this he performs, between fun-rife and fun-fet, in thirteen or.fourteen 
hours at moft, being no lefs than a hundred and eight miles. It is always fome fa- 
vourite fervant of the Shah’s who is admitted to this honour. On the day of trial the 
elephants and horfemcn are drawn up in the royal fquare, with the mufic, drums and 
trumpets founding, and as if it was a feftival. Ail the great men make prefents to the 
fhatir, and feveral of them ride the courfe with him to ingratiate themfelves with the 
Shah ; and the mob attend him every time he returns with their fhouts and acclama- 
tions. The chams and viceroys who admit a fhatir “into their fervice, make him run 
the fame number of miles, and they are carefled and prefented by all their dependents 
in the fame manner the royal fhatirs are, though not fo largely ; for it is a very com- 
mon thing to fee the Shah’s fhatir prefented with above a thoufand pounds on fuchan 
occafion. This is a very ftrong mark of the fpirit of this nation, and of that difpofition 
they have to dilplay their generofity, fometimes at the expence of juftice,. but without 
regard to prudence always. r 

7 . With refpeft to their artificers, manufacturers and common tradefmen, the regu- 
lations^ that are made in this country are extremely well-contrived, for every company 
has a head or maftcr, who with a final] number of his brethren, form a kind qf council, 
and fettle luch rules and orders, for the general benefit of fuch as are engaged in the 
particular britpeh of trade he luperintgftds, as to him and them feem requifite. Whoever 
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, k tirade, goes to the mafter. and regifters his name and abode, and no en- 

qyiry^S lhide^who was his mailer, or whether he uqderftands the bufinefs or not j nor 
istlf^anfy _^ft«int laid upon them that they fhall not encroach upon any other' pro- 
‘ feffimt formftance,the braziers are at liberty to make filver veflels, as they frequently 
dp, without being in danger of any difturbance from the filvcrfiniths. Neither do they 
take apprentices for a number of years, but hire their fervants, and allow them wages 
frfinvthe mjftday they entertain them. Every trade almoft is bound to work for the 
Shidi wheir^ypr he requires it, and thofe who are not, pay an annual tax to the govern- 
ment for an exemption. 

Their armourers make very good broad fword blades, and damalk them as well as 
any European- The barrels of their fire-arms are not amifs, they make them very 
ftrong, and as thick at the muzzle as at the breech. Their /locks are but ill contrived, 
being thin and light at the butt, and not fit for a man’s /boulder ; and for locks to 
their guns, or any other locks that have fprings, they do not pretend to make them 
any more than watches or clocks, which they either purchafe abroad, or employ Eu- 
ropean workmen to make for them. Knives, razors, fcilfars and feme other cutlery- 
wares they make very well, and little fteel mirrors, which they ufe inftead of looking- 
glaffcs ; they are alinoit all convex, and the air is f’o perfectly dry, that they feldom 
ruft or grow dull. The art of making looking-glafics they do not underftand, but 
have them from Europe. However, they have a manufacture of glafs, which ferves 
for windows and bottles. The glats of Shiraz is the be/t in the country. 

As the ufe of the bow is what the Perftans value themfelves much upon, there are 
no where better bows made ; the chief materials are wood and horn, with finews bound 
about them ; they are painted and varniihed, and made as fine as poflible. The bow- 
firing is of twilled filk, of the bignefs of a goofe-quill ; their quiveil of leather, em- 
broidered or worked with filk. This is a trade they are as well verfed in as any thing, 
efpecially the gold, or filver embroidery, either on cloth, filk or leather.. They cover 
their faddies and houfings almo/l with embroidery, and their ditching, of the leather is 
much beyond any thing we do. Their faddies are made after the Morocco model) and 
lhe*ftirrups mighty iliort j they have a kind of breaft-plate to them, and. where we ufe 
brafles about our furniture, their men of quality have gold. The leather which we 
call Turkey leather, from its coining to us through that country, is all made in Perfia. 
The fhagreen alfo comes from thence, which is made of the fkin of an afs’s rump. 
The tanners drefs their coarfe (lei ns with lime, and ufe no bark, but fait and galls in- 
ftead of it. 

The making earthen ware is another manufacture the Perfians excel in ; it is much 
beyond the Dutch, and fonie fay almoft equal to china ware. The places where it is 
chiefly made, are, Shiraz, Metfch, Ycfd, and at Kerman : and mending of glafs and 
earthenware, is a particular trade in Perfia ; they will drill holes through them, and 
fallen the pieces together, fbthat a broken bowl or plate will hold liquids, as well as 
it did' at firft. Their gold wire drawers, and thread-twifters are artifts alfo in their way ; . 
they will draw a piece weighing a drachm, to the length of three hundred Perfian elk.. 
Their lapidaries underftand the grinding of f'oft ftones, and cutting them pretty, well* 
Their dying is preferred to- any thing of that kind in Europe, which is hot aftribed 
fonnuch to the artift, as to the air, which being dry and clear, gives a^livelinefs to 
the^colours, and fixes them. * 

The Perfian tailors work very, neatly } and’ as the mens* clothes are made of the 
ilcheft flowered and brocaded filks, they are fitted exactly to their bodies without the 
lead wrinkle, and their fowing is incompatibly beyond that of oilr workmen, as the 
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fine materials they work on require it fhould. They work flowers allb upon their carpets, 
cufhions and window-curtains, fo very nicely, that they look as if they were painted^ 
With tailors, we mud not forget to mention their barbers, who are no left excellent! 
in their way j for they will fhave the head almoft at half a dozen ilrokes, and Have fo 
light a hand, that you can fcarce feel them ; they ufe only cold water, and hold no 
bafon Under your chin as with us, but have their water in a cup, about -the bignefs of 
a little china dilli : after they have fhaved a man, they cut the nails of his feet and 
hands, with a little iron inftrument like a bodkin, fharp at the end ; then they flitch 
his arms, rub and chafe his flelh, which is an amufement, that the Europeans as well 
as the natives are pleafed with, in thefe hot countries. But notwithftanding this, thefe 
artifts are nothing comparable in their way to thofe of India, and thefe again fall as 
fliort of the Chinefe barbers. 

• 8. We are now to proceed to the more material parts of the Perfian commerce, 
from whence their national riches flow, and by which they draw to themfelves the 
wealth of other countries ; for as we before obferved, gold and filver are no longer 
the produce of Perfia, but are brought thither in payment for their commodities. 
Silks are the principal manufactures of the country, fuch as taffaties, tabbies, fatins 
and filk mixed with cotton or camel and goats-hair, brocades and gold tiflue, of the 
fingle brocade there a hundred forts, the double are called duroy or two faces, becaufe 
both fides are equally good ; they are the richeft that are to be met with any where ; 
and the gold velvet which is wrought in Perfia is admirable ; all their rich fluffs are 
very durable ; the gold or filver does not wear off or tarnilh while the work lafts, but 
keeps its colour and brightnefs. The fineft looms for thefe fluffs are at Ifpahan, Calhan 
and Yefd. Thofe for carpets are chiefly made in the province of Kirman, what are 
commonly callecrTurkcy carpets are indeed Perfian but obtained that name from being 
brought to us by way of Turkey. 

The camel hair fluffs are made in Carmania, it is mighty foft and fmooth, and almoff 
ns fine as beaver wool, but the fluffs they make with it are not very ftrong. Camlets 
and filk, and worfted druggets are made in the fame province. Goats-hair fluffs are 
made in Hyrcania, and near the gulf of Baffora. There is fome callico-cloth made 
in Perfia, and they know how to paint and ftain it, but it is not comparable to the 
Indian callicoes. A merchant is a very honourable profeflion in Perfia, and the more 
fo, becaufe there is no fuch thing as hereditary nobility, which defeends from father to 
fon ; as to thofe in great polls, their honour and their profits terminate with the office; 
and their lives and fortunes are both in perpetual hazards, efpccially under a weak and 
cruel Prince. The trader feems mote independent than any other fubjett, and notwith- 
ftanding the government be defpotic, they are ufually encouraged, becaufe they bring 
in a confiderable revenue to the crown ; and another thing is, the greateft miniftersdo 
not think the bufinefs of a merchant beneath them, even the Shah himfelf, within our 
remembrance, has had his factors and agents in the neighbouring kjjtgdoms, and ex- 
ported filks, brocades, carpets, and other rich goods, and his agents at the Mogul’s 
court, and dfewhere, have frequently had the character of ambaffadors conferred upon 
them, when indeed their bufinefs was chiefly commerce. 

All bufinefs of confequence is carried on in Perfia by brokers, who are very cunning; 
after they have agreed and talked over the matter at the fellers-houfe, they agree about, 
the price upon their fingers, putting their hands under a cloth ; the finger’s end it 
feems {land for one, the bent finger for five, and the ftraight for ten, the hand (.open for 
a hundred, and if fhut a thoufand ; and ri^y keep fo even a countenance all the while 
ifrey aetraala6ipg the affair, that it is iflp>ffible for a ftander-by to. gather any thing 
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ftom tk circumftances. But notwithftanding the Mahometans are the governing part 
of the country, they are not the greateft foreign traders. The Armenian Chriftians, 
and Banians of India, have much the largeft lhare. 

The' Mahometan Perfians trade from one province of their own country to another, 
and to India pretty much, but the Armenians manage the whole European trade ; one 
reafon whereof is, that the Mahometans do not care to go into Chriftian countries, 
becaufe they cannot there obferve the cuftoms their religion preferibes, for their law it 
feenub/orbid> them to eat flelh killed or dreffed by a man of a different religion, or drink 
out of the fame cup with him, and even prohihits the touching of perfons in fome cir- 
cumftances, whom they look upon to be polluted. Another thing, which is a difad- 
vantage to their trade is, that the taking up money at intereft is unlawful, though they 
are at liberty to make what advantage they can in buying and felling. It appears from 
hence, that from the very nature of their religion, all Mahometan"powers ftand ex- 
cluded from commerce, and this is the true fecret of the declenfion of their govern- 
ments j for as trade produces flapping, as flapping in procefs of time begets naval 
power, and as it is a maxim, juftified by experience, as well as founded in reafon, that 
naval power will in the end get the better of all other power j it follows that the Ma- 
hometans wanting this, can only prey upon each other by land, from whence revolu- 
tions in power, but no acceflion of power can ever arife. Whereas if Chriftians fhould 
turn their arms upon the Mahometans, fo as to make conquefts, and come into pol- 
leflion of their countries, the cafe would be altered, their commerce would follow them, 
and the new erefted principalities would in a fhort lpace of time acquire a naval power, 
and fo be in a condition to extend their conquefts at the expence of their Mahometan 
neighbours. 

g. We are indebted to Mr. Lockyer for the beft, indeed for theT only tolerable 
account we have of the method trade is carried on in Pcrfia, and therefore from him 
we mult borow what is necefl'ary for the reader’s information upon that fubjeft. Their 
great weights are maunds only, and thefe differ according to the nature of the 
commodities to be delivered by them. Sugar, copper, tutanag, all forts of drugs, &c. 
are fold by thi maund fabrees ; which in the fadtory and tiie cuftom-houfe is neareft 
fix pounds and three quarters, avoirdupois ; but in the bazar it is not above fix 
pounds and a quarter, which one ought to have regard to in buying out of the fhops. 

Eatables and all forts of fruit, as rice, raifins, prunels, almonds, onions, &c. are 
fold by the maund copara of feven pounds and three .quarters in the fattory, and from 
feven pounds and a quarter to feven pounds and a half in the bazar. Fine goods, as, 
gold, lilver, muik, acheen, camphire, bezoar, coral, amber, cloves and cinnamon, oils, . 
dried china, filk, &c. are fold by the mifeal, fix of which are commonly counted an 
avoirdupois ounce ; its juft weight is 2 dw. 23 gr. 24d. ps. troy. The maund (haw is 
two maund tabrees, ufed at Ifpahan. All bargains in Gambron are made for ihahees, 
and the company kgep their accounts in them, reckoning them worth four-pence each, 
though that coin is rarely met -with, but in its ftead coz and mamoodas are current 
every where. Horfes, camels, houfes, &c. are generally fold by the toman, which 
is tufo hundred fliahees, or fifty abaffes, and they ufually reckon their eftates that way; 
fuch a one, they fay, is worth fo many tomans, as we fay, pounds in England. The 
laree«is tifed about Ifpahan, nor are abaffes to be got without allowing feven or eight 
per c$nt. for the difference in exchange, yet returns to Fort St. George, ‘and other 
parts of India, are commonly made with them. Next to thefe, zechins are the molt 
profitable ; there are feveral forts of them, the Venetian is better than the reft by 
(onif afid a half or two per cent, at Surat, an^Hteral other ports on the Malabar coafts, 
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whither vaft quantities are fent every year. When a parcel of Venetian ducats are 
mixed with others, the whole goes by the name of zechins of Surat; but when they 
are feparated, one fort is called Venetians, and all the others gubbers indifferently. 

The Englifh Eaft India Company, as has been obferved, do not only receive the 
fum of three thoufand three hundred and thirty-three pounds fix /hillings and eight- 
pence of the government of Perfia, in lieu of the fervice the Company did them in 
taking the illand of Ormus from the Portuguese, but they have an exemption aiib from 
cuftoms, and whatever /hips trade under their protection have the like exemption^oniy 
paying the following port charges, viz. two per cent, on the laic of goods to the Com- 
pany, one per cent, confulage to the agent, one per cent, to the broker. Boat or 
franky hire for landing goods is thirty mamoodas per 2000 mauiul tabrees. Hamalgae, 
or cooly hire at weighing, one coz of every twenty maund tabrees. The Company do 
riot meddle at all with the trade between Perfia and India; this they leave altogether 
to their factors and fervants, and to fuch country fliips and private trade, s as put theni- 
felves under their protection, and are content to pay the port duties above-mentioned. 

It is to be obferved, that the Turkey company having always had an opportunity of 
* fending great quantities into Perfia lrorn Aleppo, abated much of the commerce which 
the agents of the Eaft -India company would othenviic have cairieJ on ;:i that empire. 
Of late the Ruflia company have alio interfered in this ti.» ; , by uvmfporting great 
quantities of Englilh goods by the Cafpian Sea; and it is gem rally believed, that lb 
long as we maintain an amicable correfpondcnce with the coun of PetcrJburgh, this 
trade will not only go on, but increafe, which mud be attended with great advantages 
to the nation. As this appears to be a matter of far greater confequence to us than 
any thing that has occurred in this fe&ion, it is but n alonable that tin* point lhould be 
fully explained, as well for the advantage of the prelont age, as for the benefit of 
pofterity. 

10. In order to fet this affair in as clear a light as it is pnfiible, we Audi obferve, 
that all foreign commodities are brought into Perfia by four great routes ; and mat by 
each of thefe, more or lei’s of Britifh commodities have been, or may be introduced 
into this country, where there always has been, and, if we are true tb our inicrefi, 
there always muft. be, a very high demand for them. Of thefe routes the firft is that of 
Ballora, or BaiVora, a great city at the bottom of the Perfian Gulf, fubject to its own 
Prince, and a kind of emporium or magazine of Turkifh, Perfian, and Indian com- 
modities. The goods that are brought hither for the Perfian market, come by land by 
the caravan from Aleppo, in about thirty days, and are tranlported from thence either 
to Bandar Abaffi, or Ifpakm. It is by this caravan that the Turkey company tnmiport 
Englifh cloths into Perfia in exchange for filk, which they purchafe at Aleppo, and 
consequently this trade is eilher greater or lefs, according to die good correfpondcnce 
between the two empires of Turkey and Perfia. By this means aifo we were led into 
errors about carpets, leather, and other commodities which pals for Turkifh, becaufe 
imported by the Turkey company from Turkey, though really of I’erfian growth and 
manufacture. 

The next great route is that of Gambron, or Bandar Abaffi, with ivfpeet to whiqh we 
have already given a large account from Mr. Lockyer. Goods are brought hither by 
fea, but not diredly, as many apprehend, from England; on the contrary, thcy«come 
from feme Indian port and confequently are charged with ax cry high freight, and with 
other incident charges, which render them very dear ; notwithftanding which, in times 
of peace, and when things are well ikt led in Perfia, the Shah keeping his court at 
lfrahan, there was large vent for thenPand our agent there lived with all the pomp 
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and fptendour of a prince. The reader will eafily difcem from hence, how great a 
change ittufi. have been wrought in the traffic carried on by this canal, by the dif- 
turbances which lafted fo many years in Periia, and by the change of the capital of 
that empire, which is now removed to a prodigious diftance from Bendar Aba Hi ; and if 
he defires any proof of this fatt, their calling the Englilh agents from Ifpahan and 
Bandar Abaffi may pafs for inconteftible evidence. 

The third route is that through India to Boll, which, as we have (hewn in thede- 
fcrip|jpn of the Perfian empire, is the eaftern magazine, as Bandar Abafii is the J'outh- 
ern, and Baflaro is the wet tern for all that enter into Perfia. By this means it is very 
far from being impoflible that the Eaft India Company Ihould introduce Englilh goods 
into this empire ; but whether they are actually carried thither by this road, is more 
than I am able to fay ; and if they are, I prefume it is done by Indian, Armenian, or 
Jewifh merchants. 

The fourth or laft route is by the Cafpian Sea, and the Engli/h commodities that are 
fent this way, mull of ncceffity pafs through Ruflia. For the carrying on this trade,, 
magazines mud be erected at Aftracan, and from thence the goods are tranfported into 
the provinces of Gilan or Aftrabat ; from which laft province the caravans go in a week... 
to Mefched, which is the prefent capital of Perfia. 

It may be faid that this is going a great way about, and taking a vafl: compafs before' 
our goods arrive at market. To this there arc two anfvvers ; the firft is, that let the 
inconvenicncics that attend this commerce be what they will, they muft be borne, for 
we have before fliewn that little or nothing can now be ex petted from tranfporting of 
goods to Bandar Abaffi, much lefs from Aleppo, which lies ftill at a much greater dif- 
tance from Mefched ; fo that we are under the ncceffity of taking this compafs, if w'e 
will not entirely lofc the Perfian commerce, and therefore it is to no purpoie to com- 
plain, even iuppofing the objettion were well grounded. The fecond is, that there is 
not either truth or force in the objettion; for goods may be t rani ported from Po- 
feriburg from thence, through Ruflia to Aftracan, croi’s the Cafpian to Gilan, and 
fo to Mefched, and the returns made the fame way in half the time that they could be 
made* by the way of Gambron. 

We may add to this, that vve now go to the market and fell our goods, or rather' 
barter them, for Perfian filk upon the ipot, whereas formerly we went a great way 
about ; and notwithftanding this, the Perfian fattors went alio a great way to get at 
us, fince before we could /hip the Perfian filk, it muft either be carried by land to 
Aleppo, which was three months’ journey, or to Bandar Abaffi, which was above two. 
Befides, it is highly probable, that when our commerce at Mefched is as well fixed as 
it was at Ifpahan, we Ihall be able to tranfport Englilh cloths into the remoteft parts of 
Tartary, and thereby reap moll of thofe advantages that were heretofore wiihed for 
and expetted from the difeovery of a north-weft paflage. It was by this very canal, 
and in fpite of all the inconvenicncics with which it has been fuppofed to be attended, 
that the Dutch dilpofed of prodigious quantities of their cloths in Perfia, which for that 
purpolc were bought up by the Armenian merchants ; and it was by this way alio that 
the French were in hopes of eftablifliing a trade to Perfia, as appears by a very curious 
memoir prefented to the French miniftry'upon that head, the fubjett of which is inferted 
in thd Dictionary of Commerce, one of the belt and moft uleful works that, was ever 
publifhed : but there is ftill fomewhat behind with which the reader ought to be ac- 
quainted, in order to frame a true notion of the value and importance of this trade, 
about which fo many difputes have been of laprears raifed in this kingdom. 

. VOJ.. IX. £ s 


ii. We 



2 t O ?HE MANNER OF^AVING, DIVERSIONS, &C. 

ii. We have already enumerated the* commodities ofPerfia, and fliall not therefore 
pretend to meddle with them again ; for, in order to give the reader a view of the trade 
of this empire, it will be fufficient for our prefent purpofe to infill barely upon the filk, 
of which there are four forts ; the firft is, that which in Perfia they call ihirvan, but 
which we in Europe call hardais ; the fecond, is what they call karvary, but we ufually 
it vie it legee or rather legy, from the little town of Legiam in Gilan, from whence the 
greateft part of it is brought ; the third is in their language called ked-coda-penfend, 
which is as much as to fay, tradefmen’s filk; the lad is what they and we call filer baffle, 
or, as the common people fly le it, Turkey filk, from the miitake which has been fo 
often mentioned. 

Of all thefe kind of filks, the provinces of Georgia, Gilan, Mczanderan, Shirwan, 
Chorafan and Kirman, produce annually, about twenty-two thoufand bales, each of 
about two hundred and fmiri'core pounds weight. Of thefe it is computed, that not 
above two thoufand bales are wrought up in all the manufactures of Perfia, from the 
con Heft carpets, to the richeft brocades. At this rate, there are between five and fix 
millions of pounds of filk yearly carried out of Perfia, and as it is worth about ten 
’ fhillings a pound on the fpot, the reader will calily apprehend, that raw filk is a kind of 
gold mine to the Pcrfians, fince it fumiflies them wirli between two and three millions 
annually, above one-half of which is received in ready money. 

In the next place it is to be fhewn, how the bringing in vaft quantities of filk turns 
to the advantage of this nation. In refpedt to our filk manufactures, what we bring of 
this fort forves only for the fhoote, for the warp of all onr raw filks is, as vve have el fe- 
where told the reader, organzine or Italian filk, which is prodigiouflv dear. If there- 
fore we can abate the price of this, we may the better afford to pay for that ; or if we 
can obtain the quantities we want, in exchange for our manufactures, this will prove a 
very great laving ; and whatever can be laved in this way, will enable us to work ib 
much the cheaper. 

It has been fuggefted, that it might be attended with inconveuiencics for our Turkey 
and Ruflia Companies to interfere with each other in this trade, which 1 confei's, fur- 
paffes my compreheiuion ; and I am fo far f rom believing that any bad confeqilenccs 
will rei'uit from thence, that I think it may be demonftrated, this is the only, or at 
lcaft the inoft practicable and bell, method ol' making companies ufeful, by engaging 
them to vie with each other hi exporting Britifh commodities and manufactures, and 
provided this can be clone, it is of no real confequcnce to the nation who does it. But 
there is another thing that, joined to this, would be of Hill greater confequcnce, and 
that, is, the Eaft-India Companies, exerting themfelves in procuring of filk from China, 
which would fupply the place of the Piedmontefe or organzine filk ; and tlius by the 
united efforts of ihefe three companies, it is very poflible that twenty or thirty per cent, 
might be laved in the prime coll of filk to this nation ; and of what prodigious benefit 
fuch'a faving would prove in our manufactures, and how much it would contribute to 
enable us to work cheaper than our neighbours, I leave every fenfible and ftudious 
reader to judge. 

I know very well, that in order to bring fuch a project as this to bear, there ( mufl: 
be fome application made to parliament for an alteration in the duties ; and I am per- 
fuaded that no great difficulty would be found in obtaining this, if the reafonatflenefs 
of the thing was fairly fhewn, and as it might be, fully made out. Our great .misfor- 
tune is, that commerce is not lufficicntly explained or underftood, the reafon of which 
I take to be, that none concern themfelves about the theory, but thole who are engaged 
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In the pra&icej and as thefe muft be always interefted, it will very rarely happen that 
they catt be impartial judges. It is from this motive that I have fo often turned my pen 
to this fubjeft, with a view, if pollible, to excite a more general attention to what is. 
certainly in itfelf the moll confidesable and important objed of all political con* 
^derations. 
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AN ACCOUNT 

OF THE 

GOVERNMENT AND CONSTITUTION OF PERSIA, 

*- 

THE NATURE OF THE SHAH’S POWER, THE DISTRIBUTION OF CIVIL, ECCLESIAS- 
TICAL AND MILITARY OFFICES, THE INTERIOR POLICY OF THE EMPIRE, THE 
REGULAR FORCES KEPT UP THERE, BOTH HORSE AND FOOT, AND THE NATURE 
AND AMOUNT OF THE PUBLIC REVENUES. 

THE WHOLE DIGESTED INTO ORDER FROM THE BEST AUHOHITlES. 


i* An Introductory Account of the Rea fen and Subject of ibis Sedion , in which the Con - 
filiation of arbitrary Monarchies is explained , and applied to the prefent Purpofe. — 2. Of 
the Power of the Per fan Monarch , how far abfolute and terrible ; and how , notwit h- 
Jlandingf mild and equal enough, with rcfpcfl to the Bulk of the People. — 3. Of the 
Conjlitution of the Per fan Court , the principal Officers therein , their Ranks and Subor- 
dination , and the Duties of their refpedive Offices . — 4. Of the Ecclefiajiical Confuta- 
tion in Perfui , and the Difference between the Head of the Mahometan Church there , 
and in Turkey . — 5. Of the Government of the Provinces , //t fever a l Checks contrived 
for the Safety of the Prince , Mr Prefervation of his Subjects . — 6. 0 /* the Regular 
* Troops or old Standing Army of the Perjtan Empire, how cotnpofcd , under what DiJ- 
tipline, and the Methods by which it was fubfijtecL — 7. 0 /" Mr new Standing Army 
introduced by the Shahs, intircly dependent upon them, how modeled and provided for, 
and corrupted and rendered uf clefs. — 8. Of the Art Military among the Per fans, their 
Manner of making War , a fling offenfively , dcfcnfivcly , and particularly their Method for 
Jeeuring thernfelves agairjl Invaftons . — 9. iSVwc further Obfervations on the military 
Affairs of this Empire, on the Advantages enjoyed by, and the D if advantages under 
which the Perfans labour , from the Regulations efablijhcd amongft them in this 
refpefl. — 10. Of the State of Property in this Empire , whence the Imperial Revenues 
arife , how levied, and their Amount. — 11. Obfervations and Remarks on fevcral 
Particulars delivered in the Cottrfe of this Seflion. 

1. A S at this juncture the Perfran empire, by the murder of the Shah Nadir, is in 
J~\ luch confufion, that it may be in fome meafure confidered as diflolved and no 
longer a government at all ; fo it might feem excufable, if we had puffed by this fedion 
altogether; yet confidering that even in abfolute monarchies, revolutions are but con- 
vulsive motions, and that as foon as they ceafe the body politic recovers its natural con- 
flitution, we could not but think it very requifitc, for the reader’s information, That 
a view fhould be given of the form of the Perfian government, and this for three rea- 
fons: firft, becaufe we are very apt to confound all abfolute monarchies one with an- 
other, and to fupgpfe that there neither is, nor well can b<?, any difference between 
them; whereas, iiflruth, the form of fuch governments may, and adually do vary, 
as much as any other of the milder forms, as the reader will fee by this inftance. 
Secondly, of all the abfolute monarchies in the eaft, the conffitution of the Perfians 
* was' 
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was very juftlv held to be the bed 5 and therefore it deferves, of all others, to be re- 
preferred to the view of the reader, who from hence will learn by what modification 
the arbitrary power of a forereign may be rendered in fome meafure beneficial to his 
fubjedts. Thirdly, becaufe, in all human probability, the Britifh nation may hereafter 
have a clofer communication with and enter into a more extended trade atmmgft the 
inhabitants of Perfia than in times pad ; fo that it is highly requifite we fhould enter, 
at leafl, briefly, into a fubjedt that may to us or our poderity become of extraordinary 
importance. * 

It is by no means fit that fo large and fo regular a collection as this fhould be governed 
by temporary views, or that we fhould take the liberty, becaufe this country is at pre- 
fent unfettled, to flip over its government, which we have a moral certainty will be 
re-edablifhed, perhaps before this very collection is completed. Befides all this, there 
are a great variety of articles which naturally fall within the compafs of this feCtion, that 
tend to give us a fuller and more perfeCt notion of the date of this empire and its inha- 
bitants, than can be obtained by the perufal of any Angle book of travels, in whichtlhe 
date of the country is reprefented, as it dood at the time the author vifited it : but 
notwithdanding that, the force of thefe confiderations have determined us to infert this 
fe&ion ; we fhall not forget the obligation we are under to keep things within their due 
bounds, and fhall therefore labour to deliver, as fuccindlly as it is poffible, without pre- 
judice to their perfpicuity, the feveral articles that we think ourfelves obliged to handle 
for the reader’s inft ruction and entertainment, and in order to render our account of 
Perfia confident with the general plan of this work. 

a. The Shah of Perfia is an abfolute monarch, and has the lives and edates of his 
fubjcCts entirelyat his difpofal. There is no prince in the world more implicitly obeyed j let 
his orders be ever fo unjud, or given at a time when he is fo little mader of his reafon that 
he knows not what he lays or does, nothing can fave the greatefl lubjeCt if he determines 
to deprive him of his life or his edate ; neither zeal lor his perfon, merit, or pad fervices, 
will avail in the lead. If he be in a humour to ruin them, it is done by a word of his 
mouth, or by a fign, and executed in an indant, without any form of law or evidence 
of faCts. The common people, who are at a didance from the court, have much the 
better of the quality in this refpeCt ; there are very fcldom indances of any oppreffion 
or fevere judgments executed upon thefe, but they feem to enjoy as much fecurity as in 
any country in the world ; and perhaps the magidrates are the more inclined to govern 
equitably, in regard they know nothing can fkreen them from the refentment of their 
Sovereign, if they are guilty of any finider practice^. The Perfians, out of confcience, 
it is faid, obey all the commands of their Prince without referve, and believe that his 
orders ought to be obeyed ag&ind the very laws of nature, infomuch, that if the fon be 
commanded to he his father’s executioner, or the father the fon’s, it mud be corilplied 
with : but if he command any thing in prejudice of their religion, they are not obliged 
to him, but ought to fuller any thing rather than violate the law of God. 

Yet nothing makes the Perfian government appear fo tyrannical, as the cudom of 
executing the governors of provinces, and great officers of date, without giving them 
an opportunity of making their defence, or being informed of the crime they are charged 
with. It is ulual for the Shah two or three times in a year to fend every governor the 
caladt, or royal ved, and thefe are fent by fuch perfons as the court intends a favour to ; 
lor thie cham or governor to whom they are fent, always makes a confidcrab’le prefent 
to. the meffenger. 

When he comes within two or three miles of the place where the governor refides, 
the meflenger fends him word to come and receive the culaat, but, indead of a fine coat. 

5 . tht, 
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the governor is fomctimes prefented with a halter, and is difpatched without any farther 
ceremony. 

This makes the governors very circumfpeft in their conduct, and they are always: 
under difmal apprehenfions when they hear the calaat is arrived, knowing how common 
it is to have their bcft actions mifrcprefented to their Prince. The Perfians fay in de- 
fence of this practice, that the court feldom proceeds with that feverity but in extraor- 
dinary cafes, where the fact is notorious, and there is danger of rebellion, if they Ihould 
cite the perfon accufed to anfwer; that if it be otherwise, they always give him an 
opportunity of anfwering his charge. 

As for thofe about the court, whom the Shah looks upon as flaves he has purchafed,. 
he does not think himfelf obliged to obferve thefe formalities, but dooms them to be 
punifhed, or put to death, ns he fees fit. The Shah of Pcrfia has no council of ftate, as 
in the P.uropean governments, but he acts as he is advifed by his prime minifter and 
great ofliccrs ; that which tnoft perplexes the miniflry, is the cabals that are carried on 
byrhe women in the haram ; the refolutions that are taken here f requently thwart their 
beft laid fehemes, and the minifters do not only run the rifk of having their counfels 
rejected, but they very often turn to their own definition, if they are not fuitable to the 
inclinations of the ladies mod in favour. This is not an evil peculiar to Perfia, but a 
kind of curie, throughout all eaftern courts ; and perhaps fome in the weft are not 
altogether free from it. 

3. The royal family of Perfia are, generally fpeaking, more unhappy than the Princes 
of the Ottoman blood, for though they are not put to death lb frequently as the for- 
mer, yet they ufually have their eyes put out, and live in that miferable condition many 
years. They have the Tartar title of Mirza added to their names, which is equivalent 
to our title of Highnefs, and is never given but to thofe of the imperial line. The firlt 
mini (ter in the empire is the aiamadoulet, a word which fignifics the fupport of the 
empire. In petitions, or when they fpeak to him, they ftyle him the Grand Vizier, or- 
Vizier Azem. No btifinefs of confoquence is Iran failed in the ftate but by the direction 
of this miniftcr, nor any grant or acl of ftate of the Shah’s held to be valid, till counter- 
foiled by him. 

The reafon whereof is faid to be, that their Shahs being bred up in the women's 
apartment, and perfectly ignorant in affairs of ftate, it is neceffary, for the fafety of the 
people, and the prefervation of the government, that their orders fhould be confidered 
by fornc wife minifter before they are put in execution. The grand viziers in Turkey,, 
it is obferved, feldom die a natural death ; on the other hand, the prime minifter of 
Perfia, if it be thought fit to difeharge him, is ufually permitted to retire, and end his 
days in peace with his family. The fccond poll in the government is that of the divan 
beghis or bey. This great magiftrate is the laft refort in all caufes, civil and criminal,, 
unlefs where the Shah in perfon fits in judgment. The divan bey can command any 
caufe to be removed to his tribunal, from any court in the kingdom ; and during the- 
late reigns it has not been known that their Shahs have ever fat in a court of juftice, or 
concerned themfelves in examining the decrees of the divan beghi. 

In the third rank coine the generals, and firft the generaliffimo, when there is'one. 
The next place is the general of the courtchis, which are a body of thirty thoufanefc 
horfe, of Turk or Tartar original. The third is the general of mufketeers, a body which 
ferve on horfeback, but fight on foot like our dragoons. The fourth is the general of 
the coulars, or royal flaves, as they are called ; and the laft the mafter of the ordnance. 
After the generals, the vacanavifh, or fecretary of ftate, pofleffes the next poll. This 
officer regifters the public a&s, and has the care of the records j he alfo appoints 4 

deputy. 
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deputy in every province of the empire, who tranfmits all affairs of confequencc to him 
to be laid before the minidry. The lad great officer is the mirab, or lord of the water. 
Every province has its particular mirab, who takes care to didribute the waters of the 
rivers and aquedufts in fuch proportion, that every part of the country may have an 
equal (hare. 

Thefc are all the principal officers of date. Thofe of the houfliold are firft the nazir, 
who is both lord treafurer and fteward, and it is with this gentleman that all ambafladors 
and foreigners tranfaft their affairs, but there is a comptroller, and feveral other officers, 
which are a check upon him, as he is on the prime miniftcr, and thofe two have a very 
great influence in the court of Perfia. But to prevent the Shah’s treafury being mi (ap- 
plied, no fums are paid out of the treafury, but the order paffes under the feals of the 
prime minifler, the nazir, the divan bey, and two other officers of the revenue. The 
next is the ichicagafl bafl’a, who commands all that attend in the outward palace, and 
the guards. 

When the Shah goes out, this lord marches before him with a great ftaff, covered 
with gold and precious (tones ; lie does not fit, as feveral officers do of inferior quality, 
but (lands always ready to obey His Imperial Majefty’s orders, and lee them executed. 
And after him is the great huntfman, who has not lefs than a thoufand huntfmen and 
falconers under him. After this officer the principal phyfician and principal aftrologer 
take place, which are pods of great honour and profit. 

4. As to eccleliaftical oflicers in this empire, the grand pontiff is ufually ffyled the 
fedre in Perfia ; they alfo give him the titles of prince, head of the true church, fubdi- 
tute of Mahomet, and lieutenant of the twelve imans, or caliphs, who fucceeded their 
patriarch Haly. The churchmen and bigotted part of the Perlians hold, that the domi* 
nion of the laity is in ufurpation, and that the government belongs of right, to the 
high pried ; but that of the majority is, that the regal power exercii'cd by their Princes 
is derived from God, and that the high pried and his brethren ought not to meddle w ith 
politics, yet the fedre and his fubditutes are the ordinary judges in all civil as well as 
ecclefiadieal caufes ; lawyer and divine arc' terms of the fame (ignification in Perfia, their 
■ecclvfiaflical and civil laws being indeed the fame. The temporal judges have no w r rit- 
ten laws to go by, but their decrees are founded upon ancient cultom, or the equitv 
of the cafe, and the judges in their temporal courts are ufually men of the fword. The 
fedre is the fupreme judge in the ecclefiadieal courts, and takes place in all public 
alTeniblits next to the atamadoulet, or prime minifler. 

The fecond ecclefiadieal judge is the ancient o! the law, whom the Perfians dyle 
cheik iflam ; his jurildiction is little inferior to the fedre’;;, and die people feldoin appeal 
from one of thde courts to the other, but to the divan beghi, w ho is the fupreme judge 
in all caufes, ecclefiadieal as well as temporal. The cadi is the third ecclefiadieal judge 
in Perfia ; he takes cognizance of the fame caufes with the two former, but his authority 
is confined; to lome particular town or did rich The mufti is the fourth, who has not 
that authority here as in T urkey, for he cannot controul or reverfe the proceedings of 
inferior courts, but is reverenced, however, as a perfon well (killed in the ecclefiadieal 
la\Vs, and his opinion frequently demanded by the other judicatures, who, notwithftand- 
ing, aft as they think fit. Thei’c judges do not fit all in one court, but have each their 
ref|5eftive tribunal, and the people apply indifferently to the one or other,, as they are 
inclined. 

5. There is in every province of this empire a chan and a vizier ; the vizier has the 
government of all thofe towns and villages which are the King’s demefne lauds, or which 
belong to the crown in propriety, and the chan of the province in .general. This word 
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chan, or caun, as vve pronounce it, and’ chain, fignify the fame thing, namely, a 
puiffant or mighty prince ; and this is the title of all the Tartar Princes in Afia ; and 
the Perfian provinces being of the extent of kingdoms, and formerly diftinft fovereign- 
ties, the Perfian court have thought fit to give their governors the titles of Sovereign 
Princes ; and the Shah of Perfia is frequently ftvled now, as his predeceffors of old. 
King of Kings. Indeed the chans, in their refpeftive provinces, live almoft in as much 
ftate as their fovereigns, having exactly the fame kind of officers as are in the Shah's 
court, with the fame titles, there being fcarce any difference but in numbers and penfions. 
The chan commands the militia of the province, and affigns lands for their maintenance ; 
he reviews them at certain times, and fees that they are fit for fervice, their arms and 
horfes in good order, and that they all perform their exercifes well ; but every 
fofdier is permitted to live in his own houfe in time of peace. 

The chans, or governors of provinces, have their polls for life, and if they behave 
well, their children after them. There are two degrees of thefe chans, the greateft is 
called beglerbeg, or lord of lords ; the other is ftyled coulembeg, or lord of Haves. 
The governors of the frontier provinces are for the molt part beglerbegs, as the chan 
of Armenia, from whom the chans of Churs, Marega, and other diltrifts, in time of war, 
receive their orders, and are obliged to march under his llandard. Sometimes thefe 
inferior governments arc made independent of the chan of the province. In every 
province there are three officers put in by the government, who are independent of the 
chan, namely, the Janitelim, his lieutenant, the vizier, or receiver-general of the 
Shah’s revenues, who hath alfo the management of the lands belonging to the crown, 
and the government of all places where the crown lands lie ; and the vacanavilh, or 
fecretary, whofe bufinefs is to take an account of all tranfaftions of moment in the pro- 
vince, and tranfmit them to court. 

One principal defign of placing thefe officers about the chan, is to obferve his conduct, 
and oppole him if he fhould undertake any thing againll the ftate. Befidcs thefe, the 
governors of cities and caftles, who are called darogas, are put in directly by the Shah, 
and have their lieutenants and vacanavilh alfo independent of them ; and the fame 
perfon who is governor of the city is never made governor of the fortrefs which belongs 
to it. The minifters of ftate, and generals of armies, have alfo their lieutenants and 
comptrollers to fuperintend their conduct, with fecret orders how to aft on certain 
emergencies ; but it is obferved, that unlefs in matters \yhere the fafety of the ftate is 
concerned, thofe officers have a very good imderftanding, and agree fo well together, 
that the Shah is no lei's cheated and deceived titan if the management was in one hand. 
Befidcs, the daroga or governor, the vizier, and vacanavilh, there arc alfo in every 
town the cadi, or civil judge, before whom all ordinary caufcs are heard ; the head 
officer among the trading people, the provoft or fiierilf; and every particular trade has 
a warden or mailer. There is an officer alfo who has a watch, and is principally con- 
cerned in keeping the peace in every great town in the night time. 

The governor of every town is the judge in tile lull refort in criminal and civil cafes 
too, if he pleafes to interpofe, and may inflift any pains on offenders fliort of death. 
Capital puniihments are very rare in Perfia, and the fentence is, in moll cafes, puffed 
by the Shall himfelf. The ufual puniihment is a fine, which always goes to the Shah, 
or rather to the governor of the province, who generally brings the crown indebted to 
him in his accounts. 'When a governor or vizier is feut into any province, he has his 
inftruftions in writing ; wherein are contained the extent of his government, of the 
revenues, and the manner in which lie is to treat the people; and inftruftions, in like 
manner, are given to every officer of ftate when he enters on his poll. On the other 
i' . hand. 
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hand. when a governor or other officer returns from his command, which lie never 
does but by exprefs order of the court, he waits without at the gate ol the palace, and 
gives nonce by ibme of his friends of his arrival, and that he begs to throw himfeJf at His 
Imperial Majefty’s feet ; whereupon orders are ulually giv<-n for his admittance ; bat 
fomotirnes, ii the perfon lias mifoohaved in his poll, inhead of an anfwer in the ordinary 
Style, orders are iflued to hike oil’ his head. 

6. The Perfians arc mutually a brave people, but the floth and inactivity of their 
Prii ices had of late rendered them not lo formidable as they tiled to be. In the lail. 
century, under Abbas the Great, they made confiderable conquefls on the fide of 
Turkey, as well as India, though their troops were always much inferior in number to 
the armies cither of the Grand Signior or Great Mogul ; but they funk in our lime f o 
much below what they were in that reign, that every little Tartar and Arabian Prince 
Tfokod their frontiers, and robbed them of fome part of their territories, before the 
!:ec Shah Nadir aflumed the govern m< nt. 

The forces oi Pcrlia are divided into the troops of the date and the Shahfo* The 
. >ps of the flaie are entertained by the governors ol tire rcfpeciive provinces, arid paid 
n tr of certain lands appropriated for that purpofe, and are divided into militia and 
regular troops. The regular troops are called counclns ; they were originally of Tar- 
j.vrv, tt flout h >rdy race of people who lived, in terns. Tliefe are tii- : foldicrs which are 
p; opcrly eifihd ( loofelbalhes, or Rod-heads, lb llylctl when they came to the a. HI fiance 
i.f fdiJc Sen, the founder of the hue Imperial family; for which fervice lie allowed 
|T w the h> uiour of wearing red cap:- or turbans, of a p/articular form, like that he wore 
bknfelf. Thele eoofel baflies remained in their tents, as well in time of peace as war j 
, omplouu ihemfelves in feeding;, buying and felling of cattle, from whence they 
v- ere called eourmhfo* or fhepherds. 

'Iht fervice tiny did to Glu-ic Sefi, and their zeal for the religion of the Imans, pro- 
cured them great refped, and tliey poffclled the chief puffs both in the court and army > 
and from their the Per fi an foldicry, and afterwards all the IVrfians in general, obtained 
? he appellation ol coofelbafhes, a name formidable to the Indians, Turks, and Tartars 
In th'Jafi age ; and it was by this generation tint the Turkifh language* was introduced 
into tlic court of Perfia, and the northern parts ol that, kingdom, where they fpeak it 
much more than the Perfian. The coofelbafhes held the fit ft rank in the kingdom till 
:he reign of Abb; s the Gn*at, who endeavoured to lupprefo them upon account of the 
unreahmabh: infhiviae he nbierved they had in all affairs of flate, depofmg and felting 
up what princvs tiiev ihonghl lit, like the Turkifh janizaries. He was lb jealous of his 
own ion, on account of the reipect he had obferved they paid him. that he caufed him 
to be put to death, and bifoci fod the coofrlbaihes in filial! detachments through all the 
dm provinces of the empire. Thefo troops ferve on horlehack, carrying a bow and 
s, a ( word, poniard, ar.d kmce, with a hatchet at the iadule-ikirts ; and for del on- 
five arms have a fhield ; nd h* knot ; they are commanded always by their own officers, 
ami their general is called Gourchibaihi, or commander of the courfchis. 

iiotli the courtchis and militia have their pay out of the lands of the Hate of the respec- 
tive provinces, and enjoy it as their inheritance, from father to ion, if they do not refufe 
to bear arms : they are obliged to march to the place of rendezvous on twelve hours* 
notice, and every y ar pals in review before a commilTary font from court, or before 
the governor of the province. ’ ’ 

7. The troops of the Shah are two bodies, which Abbas the Great inflituted. . One 

con lifts of twelve thoufand men, and art* called the mufketeers, hecaufe inftead of bows 
and arrows they carry mufkets, and though they march on horfcback, yet like our 
• voe* ix.' ‘ h f ... dragoons 
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dragoons thfey fight on foot. Shah Abbas ufed to oppofe them to the Turkilh janizaries, 
of whom he had obferved the enemy made great advantage in their engagements with 
him. Before this time neither foot-foldier or fire-arms were ever heard of in Perfia, 
and their neighbours the Tartars have no foot among them to this day. The other 
body confided of ten thoufand horfe ; thefe were calk'd coulars, and carried fire-arms 
alfo inlteadof bows. 'J 'hey were called coulars or flaves, to fignify their devotion to 
their fovereign ; or as fume lay. becaulb they come from thofc countries from whence 
the Peril an s had their ilavcs, as Georgia, Circallia, kc. Part of them are lent a:; pre- 
sents to the Shah when they are young ; and the relt are delcended from the people 
of thole countries, who are fettled in Periia. They almoft all pmfefs the Mahometan 
religion, though delcended from Ghriltian parents. Abbas the Great had a particular 
adbbUon for this body, and ufed to call them his horfe janizaries. r f1iey are tall and 
well-made fellows, in whofe courage and fidelity the Shah has a particular confidence ; 
for as they fcarce know the country or relations from whence they (prang, and can have 
no other views, than to recodlfclend iliemieives to their matter by their fervices, they 
are entirely devoted to the Crown, and obey every order without hefintion ; and from 
among thole, the court ufually prefers men to the highell polls ; lb that confidering the 
number of Georgian vvnmeu which are married into Perfia, and the polls the men who 
derive themfelvcs from thence pottbfs, the Perfiaa court may, one half of them, pro- 
bably be of Georgian extraction. 

It is obferved, that in Periia, as well as India, the word Have is an honourable 
title, and preferable to that of iubj j d : nay, a certain French author tells us, that the 
word Koulam Shah, or King’s Have, is equal to that of Marquis in France ; becaulb all 
that have that denomination are fure to be preferred to fome poll if they behave well. 
Befides thefe there are two other fmall bodies, the one called Sophis or Sephis, inflituted 
fora guard to the King’s perfon by Cheik Soft ; thefe are not above two hundred men, 
and wear the Sophi’s cap on their heads, and for th6n* arms have a fibre, a poniard, 
and an axe, which they carry on their (boulders. The fecond, called the Ziezari, or 
the fix hundred, who are all of the (ize of grenadiers, flout young fellows, inllituted 
by Abbas the Second for a guard to his perfon, anno 1654. The inonarchs of .Perfia 
before that time had no guards in the palace, or when they went abroad, lor the 
fephis only ferved to make a (how at fcttivals and on public occalions ; they wear 
long red caps of the form of a fugar-loaf, and their arms are a mufket, labre, and 
poniard, which arc adorned with filvcr, and exceeding fine ; they are und: r the 
command of the general of the mulketeers, and a fmall parry ol them do duly at the 


palace gates. 

All the the troops of Perfia are comprehended under thefe two names of counchi:; 
and coulars, that is, ihepherds or (laves, by which they underhand the foldiers of the 
old or new diablifhmenr. The Shah finds all the troops with horibs, arms, and accou- 
trement#; but every man provides Imnieli with clothes according to his fancy, the fo]- 


f * having no particular livery, any more than the fervants of the King’s houfehok!, or 
1 *r $' T reat mail. ' fhcre was in the reign of Abbas the Great a body of tvvel vc thoufand 
too, lr ne f ponged i c) ihe artillery, but they were difeharged in the reign of Abbas the 
Capital puiu, j t ] le Perfnms had no artillery, imieis foine ulbiefs guns in the front of the 
by the bhan Lj lall ^ alK j \ n fome other great towns, which arc more for (how than fe^ vice. 


or rather to the v 


him in his accoum ;s wcre ncver large, confidering the extent of the empire : Abbas the 
mlti uuions m wikii luc ^ confiderable conquefts, had never more than a hundred and 

revenues, and 1 m man * u ^ f erv j cc \ n a if t hc provinces ; and the foldiers have been fo 
manner, are given to ev*. 1 mi 


\ew difcipiiued of late years by Shah Nadir 
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ill paid in the late reigns, that they have deferted, and gone into foreign fervice, or ap- 
plied themfelves to other employments, wliich the courtiers winked at, putting their 
pay in their pockets, and never filling, up their places. The Perfnn troops not being 
troubled with artillery or baggage, make prodigious fwift marches, and fall upon an 
enemy frequently in his camp or quarters, with incredible fury, when lie lead fulp.*£b; 
fuch a vilit. At other times they cut oil his proviiions, and turn ihe waters from their 
ufualcourfe; ami having fuffieiently handled him in a long march through a defert 
country, when he is fatigued ami difpirin d, fall upon him. When an enemy males 
head again/l them they will fly till they have drawn him into fomj difad van tag eo us 
ground, and then return to the charge again. 

In their retreat, as has been obferved, they f hoot more arrows than when they ad- 
vance ; as hi (lory acquaints us v. is the practice of the ancient Parthians. The Perfians 
never throw up any iritrenchmems about their camps, the?:* fortification is lbme moun- 
tain or difficult pals ; but in lieges they intrench, and ufually lake a place by under- 
mining it ; and, it is thought, that no people underfed mining and fubferrancous 
works better than the Perfians. It was thus they took Erivan, the capital of Armenia, 
from the Turks the lafi time. This city, in a very fhort (pace, found almofl every part 
of it undermined ; but as the Perfians do not trouble themfelves with artillery, lb neither 
have they any bread- waggons or fullers amongll them, and yet their camp is generally 
as well fupplicd as a camp need to be, the country people continually following them 
with provifions. Indeed, as rice and fruit is almofl all they want, it can be no difficult 
matter to fupply fuch final] bodies as take the held in Pcrfia, especially as they are per- 
petually in motion, and feldom flay long in a camp. 

When they are apprehenfive of an invafion, their conftant method is to withdraw 
all the people on the frontiers, and defiroy the country in fuch a manner as the enemy 
may find nothing to fubfift on, not leaving fo much as a fpire of grafs, or a tree upon 
the ground ; but they give the huibandmen time to fee ure their grain, fruits, and 
forage, by burying them, with moll part of their utenfils, in deep pits, which they will 
do in fuch a manner that it is almofl impoffible to difeover them ; and as the earth is 
very dry, they receive no manner ot damage. The army having thus deflroyed the 
country for eight days' journey together, they encamp near it in feparate bodies, and 
as they fee occafion, fall upon the enemy and diHrefs him in his march ; fometimes 
they fall upon one quarter of his camp and fometimes on another, in the night-time; 
and if they cannot by this means pur a (lop to his nurdi, they retire farther into the 
country, driving the people Hill before them, and dellroying every thing as before ; 
and by thi fe me ans they have doleated th:* great, il Turkifh armies. 

When the enemy art* retired every m:m reUirns to his lands again. As for the 
houfes, thole of the common people are no great lois, they are fuon run up with clay 
or fuch materials as they find upon the place. The Perfians are laid to found their 
condud upon this dilemma; either the enemy will invade us with great numbers, or 
but few ; if la* brings great numbers, confidering the extent of doTrf ground he mull 
march over, it is impoffible he fh mild lubfiH ; if their numbers are but fmall, we fliall 
haraf* them in their march till they come to norhing, without naming the hazard of 
a battle. 

9. The Perfians are excellent markfmen, as well with their fire-arms, as their bows 
and arrows. Their colours are made of rich filks, in much the fame manner as our 
horfe ftandards ; for a device they write fome paffage of the Alcoran, or part of their 
confeffion of faith, and fometimes have a lion, with the fun riling over his back, wrought 
in them. The great ftandard-bcarer, whom they call Aiemdar Baffa, is one of their 
• f r 2 principal 
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principal military officers. The management of the folders' pay is much commended# 
becaufe they do not differ it Uf pafs through their officers’ hands, bin every man receives 
it of the fanners offuch lauds as are appropi iated for r hat purnde; the officer's pay is 
very good ; the general of the muiketcers, and <hc goner J of the coulars, have each of 
them above three thoufand pounds a vear ; anil as the lends aligned for the payment 
of it are valued mighty low, it is thought ro amount to hov tunes as much. 

In time of peace they udnily keep a body of U\ or llw_n thoufand men in Chaldea 
towards Babylon, to prevent the im urfion:, ol fv roving Arabs. The governor of 
Armenia has about fivoVnoufrad men undei his command.. and the governor of Georgia 
a like number. In Chorufun tin \ have ufiudiv eight thou land men to bridle the 
TJibeck Tartars, and ibch another body in the pimi are of ( kndahar, towards India, 
and thefe troops being the out-guards of the empire, and a! mod m cordhmi action, v. -re 
e deemed pretty good ; but as for the red, who -are rsnrnm d in ide mi e A country, buy 
enjoyed lb long a peace, that even trave llers obilrve, th. / hsd ?m- :h / ...r of add: "s. 

In thole pans id' the couiaBj where they have Iba i.*r a bound: «r.\ , - ’ey keep (la rev 
any troops, infomuch, drat in Gilan and M -zand man, which lie on rh : C ! pinn Sou ihe 
CoiTacs have landed fmall parties, and plundered the country for lev era! d;nu together ; 
and here the Muicoviies very lately liaed themtlbav. wiih very lio!- ojv ; -ufiron, though 
it be one of the richeli and moll' fertile countrii s in liv < mpire. The V i\\:m generals 


are perplexed with nothing lo much as the itupid conduct ol the court, in attending to 
the predictions of their altrologers. II hell men ar * ever averle to war, becaufe they 
are obliged to take the held with the Prince, and therefore feldom fail to pronounce 
it unlucky to cute}* into one on any conhderutmn whatever; and if ever thov ure 
brought to approve of a war, they mud prognoiliaitc the lucky minute when to en- 
camp, and when to march, &c. So that the generals lofe the great advantages which 
might be made fometimes, by waiting till they confult the tiers. The favourite women, 
and the eunuchs are no lels averle to war than the adroit*: u; for in loling their 
Prince they lofe their all, and, therefore, they conftanly fail in with the akrologers, to 
divert their lord from every enterprise which carries a face... danger. 

All this mull be underlined of the old line of which TLamas the fon of lluilein, 
depofed by Mer-Wcys, and afterwards reltored, depolbd again, and at lad put to death 
byThamas Kuli Kan, or with his privity, who thereupon aflumed the title of Shah 
Nadir, was the lad. It is a thing furprifing that, oxmfideving the great eMetu of coad 
which they have upon the Perfian Gulpli and the ocean on the iuuth, and the number 
of their provinces bordering upon the Calpian Sea, th< y mould never think in canufl, 
or tofpeak with the greater propriety, fliould never think at all of raffing a naval force, 
which if they had done, would have rendered them" lie are at home and rdpefted 


abroad. 


The only mffion that can be affigned for this is, their neglect of trade, which defect 
in their conilitulinn, ifihe ingenious reader will attentively confide r, he will without 
difficulty difeover, that it is the foie fource of the frequent troubles, rebellions, and 
revolutions, which have 1 > often brought the Perfian government to the brink of ruin. 
This will be the more obvious to the reader, when we come to date the nature a; pro- 
perty among the Perlians, from whence it will appear, that the landed intered in that 
country is tolerably fecured ; but as the like provifion is not made for the monied 
intered/ people do not turn themleives diffidently to thofc methods of fubfiflence that 
would make the government eafy, and thcrnfelvcs happy. 

to. The lands of Perfia are either fuch as are cultivated, or fuch as are uncultivated, 
and uninhabited, of which the latter are ten to one more than the former. The lands in 
~ ^ occupation 
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occupation are of four kinds ; the lands of the flate, the Shah’s demcfne lands, the 
lands of the church, and lullly, thofe belonging to private men. The lands of the date 
contain much the greater part of what is cultivated, and are in the pofleffion of the 
governors of the repetitive provinces, who out of them take their own revenue, and. 
affign the reft for the payment of their officers, and the troops they are obliged to 
maintain ; for every fpldier has his pay afligned him upon fome village or farm, in the 
fame manner as in Sweden. The den mine lands arc the Shah’s particular eftate, out of 
which an; paid the officers of the houfhold, and the troops he maintains over and above 
thofe which are maintained at the charge of the refpe&ive provinces, and the refiduc 
are given among the courtiers and favourites; or managed by the viziers and intend* 
ants, v ho remit the; produce of them into the treafury. 

The lands winch belong to the church, arc the; donation of Princes or private men, 
and am aco-nmcd ih-..red, fo that they are never taxed or confif’cated for any crime 
whatever ; and after one year’s poffeflion, the title of them cannot be called in quellion, 
on any account whatever. The lands of private men are ffeld of the crown for the term of 
ninety-nine years, paying an inconfiderable quii-n nt ; and at the expiration of the term 
of ninety-nine years, they are allowed to renew their leafo for the lame number of 
years, cm advancing one year’s income. As to th ; cultivated lands, if any perfon de- 
fires to build upon them, or to convert any part of them into ploughed fields or gardens, 
the King’s officers procure him a grant for ninety-nine years, under a final! rent, which 
terms are renewed as other private el l arcs ; fo i hat all ranks of men derive their eftates 
immediately from the crcnvn, and by this method have a perpetuity, on payment of their 
fines and acceultomed rents. 

The officers of the Shah, as well as private owners, let out their lands to hufband- 
mcn, upon condition of receiving a third oarr of the produce ufually, but the rent is 
more or lei's according to iV particular agreements of the parties ; and the grain in 
Perfia being fubjecl '■ j be deftroyed by hail, drought, locufts, and other infects, the 
tenants never fail to infill on an abatement in thefe calcs. When the deftruftion 
is very great, the hufbandmen take the withered branches of trees, and the da-- 
ranged cars of corn, and refort to the .Shah’s officers, complaining of the leafon, 
and their inability to pay their uiual rent, if they have received never fo little hurt; 
their complaints are very loud, and they frequently make an advantage of the misfortune. 

Private landlords are lefs l’ubjeti to be imputed upon in thefe cafes, having the lands 
under their infpe£i:ion ; but then their tenants are not fo much opprefled, and l’ubjeft 
to fuch hardlhips as the tenants of the crown. The Shah’s officers frequent. y pretend 
they have no authority to make abatements ; and thereupon whole villages go up to 
court, and deliver their petitions to the Snail in perfon, infomuch that there is feldom 
lei’s than feven or eight thou fund people attending at Ifpahan on thefe occalions. The 
court ufually fends orders hereupon to the provinces to make fuch allowance as the 
nature of the cafe requires, or depute commiffiaries to enquire into the truth of the 
complaint, but in either cafe the crown is ufually defrauded ; for the countrymen fo 
well underhand the force of bribes, that they commonly Ihake a puri'e, and procure a. 
favourable rep refen tation of the cafe from the officers feut to check than. 

The Shalt and private owners have the like profits of the hulbandmen’s cattle, as they 
have of their corn, as the third fleece, and the third part of the breed ; and of fruit, the 
crown has Hill a greater fliare, there being not that charge of manuring and cultivating 
fruit* trees as there is of the grounds which produce gram. 

The governors of provinces receive the fame profits out of the lands of the Hate, 
towards the payment of the officers, and troops of the province, as the Shall does out 
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of his own lands, and every province hefules makes large prefents from time to time to 
the court, of the bell the country a Herds, whether filk, grain, fruits, cattle, or whatever 
is in < among them ; and thole are lent up in luch quantities, as are fufficient to 

fupply the Shah’s houlhoki, and therefore may be accounted a confiderable part of the 
revenue. Tin Shah has alfo thefeventh fleece, and thefeventh of the breed of the cattle, 
in thofo land.-; which are not appropriated to his ufe ; and this is a great addition to bis 
revenue, for the Ihepherds of jft.riia, like the ancient patriarchs, pofl'efs vaft flocks and 
herds, on which ih- y continuaily attend, living in tents, and removing from one place 
to another, as they can meet with pnfture for them ; for thofc lands which arc not the 
property of particular perfon:;, are at liberty for ali men to graze upon, though the 
the Shah's ; and thic, payment oi the feverith bead items to be an acknowledgment of 
his property in them. Thefe wealthy Ihepherds the people of the call cal! Saranotchin, 
'from whence we h.avc the word Saracen, that is to fay, an inhabitant of the fields ; 
for they live in tents, far from towns, two or three hundred together, and lone times 
you fee a thou land or two encamped in one place ; they perfectly cover the plains with 
their flocks and lends, that form times you may be two or three hours in palling through 
them ; and the Shah has an oflicer called Ichotnban Bafhi, or chief of the Ihepherds, 
r< idling in every province, who takes the feventh of the cattle for the Shah’s ufe, viz. 
oi fheep, afles, mules, came]*, and goats ; as to horfes, it foetus the Shah is entitled to 
every third colt ; of filk and cotton alfo, it is laid the Shah has a third part over the 
whole kingdom. 

Minerals and precious Hones belong to the Shah only, and he has two per cent, of 
all money. The money that is railed by the waters is another confiderable part of the 
revenue, lbr every perion^ pays for their being let into his fields or gardens ; nothing 
will grow in that parched country without it. A tribute is alfo paid to the crown by 
all people who are not of the religion of the country, whether natives or foreigners, 
and this amounts to a ducat a head ; and there is a tax of ten-pence on every fhop of 
the handicraft trades, and twenty pence on the reft. The cuftoms and port duties are 
another branch of the revenue, but thefe do not amount to much here, for they have 
no confiderable port except Gambron. As for the merchandize carried into Perfia or 
out of it by land, they only pay a fmall fum for a camel’s load, and proportionably for 
every mule or ox, without examining what the packs contain. But that part of the 
revenue which is merely cafual, exceeds all the reft, viz. what arifes by the confilcatcd 
eftates, and the prefents which are made by the great lords, governors of provinces, kc. 
and particularly thofe which are made on New-year’s Day. They prefen t the Shah with 
wrought filks, horfes, afles, beautiful boys and girls, gold, filver, precious Hones, per- 
fumes, and every thing which is rich and curious, and may ferve for ufe, ornament, 
or the pleasures of life ; and as there are fcveral handicraft trades which pay no duties 
to the crown, as carpenters, rnafons, and fume others, thefe are obliged to work for the 
Shah when he requires it, without pay ; whatever buildings or palaces the Shah creels 
or repairs, he has only the materials to find, the warden or chief of the trade is obliged 
to fend a certain number of workmen, which faves the trealury a great deal of money, 
and therefore the labour of thofe people may well be efteemed part of the revenue. 
The maintenance of atnbafiadors, and the providing them with carriages, is done alfo 
at the charge of the country, and cofts the Shah nothing. When he has a mind to 
reward any perlon for any lignal piece of fervice, this is done alfo at the expence of 
another ; he lends him perhaps to one of the chans or great courtiers, with the calaat 
or royal veil, lor which the chan makes the meffenger a prefent ufually of ten times 
the value or more, according to the poll he is in. The Shah fometimes expreflfes the 
i \ very 
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very fum he expects fhould be paid, which is commonly exceeded out of refpeft, and 
as a proof the perfon values the Prince’s favour. But notwithftanding the impositions 
above-mentioned, the people do not feem to be opprefled or impoverifhed ; even the 
tradefuujn and huibandmen appear to be in eai’y circumftances, and few of them but 
have rings on their fingers and arms. One great advantage to the fubjeft is, that lcarce 
any of the duties are farmed, and in times of fcarcity the court is very indulgent and 
ready to make abatement of their rents and taxes in proportion to the occafion. As to 
poll or perllmal taxes there are none in Perfia, unlofs that which is levied upon thole of 
a different religion; nor are neceflary provilions of any kind taxed. 

“What the revenue of the crown may amount to in the whole is very uncertain, de- 
pending fo much as it does upon cafualries; thofe who have attempted to compute it 
lay, that one year with another the revenue amounts to four millions of our money; 
which, conlidermg thvdr troops are molt of them paid out of the lands of the flute, that 
are not reckoned into this account, is very confidcrable ; but as the fplendour and mag- 
nificence of the Perfian court is much beyond any thing we have in Europe, poflibly 
very little of ir. may remain in the treafury at the year’s end. The court, whether it 
remains at Ifpahan, Mefchcd, or any other capital, or removes from one province to 
another, as it ufed to do during the lummer, if we confide)* the women, the eunuchs, 
and other officers and fervants, leldom con (ill of let's than ten thoufand perfons which 
belong to the houiehold, not including the troops, or the gn at men and their depend- 
ents, which it mult require an immenle fum to maintain. The officers of the revenue 
lend every year up to court the flat** of their province, and w hat eve ry town and village 
produces, examined and atteffed by the principal inhabitants of the refpcclive places, 
which are looked upon as fo many debentures; and thefe given in payment to thofe 
who are entitled to penfions or falaries from the crown. In like manner every gover- 
nor pays all the officers and •Mtliers of his province, with aflignations on the lands be- 
longing to the provin* there is very little ir oney difburfed on thofe occafions, and 
where the pay is iinall, as that of the common foldiers and inferior fervants, one man is 
deputed from the troop or company to receive the wages of the reft, and the refidue, 
after all demands are futisfied, is remitted into the imperial treafury. 

It may not be amifs to add a few words concerning the feals under which a£fs of ftate 
are palled in Perfia ; they have five feals, which are ufed in five feveral branches of 
bufim i's, one in all fuch affairs as concern the demefne lands. A fecond for commits 
lions, letters patent, <kc. The third only in military affairs. The fourth about the 
revenue; and the fifth in tilings relating to the houiehold. There are no arms en- 
graven upon them, but on one the- cure the names of the twelve imans or patriarchs; 
on the others, a lerap ol 1 2i* * Ah man, or iome pie;.: •. * wpivffb n. /hewing their depend- 
ence on God, and his prophet Mmomel. Tim ferm o.‘ one oi the fjals is round, two 
others are Iquare, and the other two are ot an irregular form. Tin* larged* are about 
the bignefs of a crown-piece, and the others about had’ that bigneis. Ihey are made 
of turquoiles, rubies, emeralds, or ibme other precious ftoims. The principal fea! the 
Shah always wears about his neck, and, on every Friday ali inflrumems which require 
thde k leals are carried to the palace, and fealed in the Shah’s pretence. The impref- 
fion is made on the paper with a kind of thick ink, and nor on wax as with us; the 
fame ufage prevails in moft of the eaftern courts 

ii. The generality of the world will agree, from this view of the Perfian policy* 
that there is no reafon, fo long as their government continues in a fettled condition, to 
look upon the whole nation as flaves and beads of burthen. It is very certain that 
there arc great errors in this, as well as in all the conftitutions founded in the Khoran, 

and 
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and it muft be fe, for that book itfelf is a mere fyftem of tyranny ; and which is worft 
of all, it is pretended that this l'yftem came from God. It is upon this principle that the 
abfolute power of their princes is built : for as to all the qualifications befides, they 
are brought in from the remains of the old Perfian government, which by their appa- 
rent wifdom, and natural rectitude, have continued in ufe through all invafions, and in 
fpite of all changes of government. Thus the governors, treafurers, and fecretarics of 
of provinces are precifeiy Mentioned, both by facred writers, and by the Greek his- 
torians, as well as modern travellers. The profound refpeft borne to the Shah is the 
remains of that reverence paid to their emperors of old, of which the heathen writers 
are full, which Alexander would have transferred to himfelf, and for which chiefly the 
Romans looked upon the Parthians/as a barbarous nation. . 

But above all, the new-years gifts are the ftrongeft teftimonies of the difficulty there 
is in extirpating ancient cuftoms among any fet of people. This was the practice in 
the mod early times, and the Perfian emperors with all their pride were then very 
humble to and familiar with their people. They ate and drank with them in public ; 
they gave audience to all who defined if, and as they received prefents even from the 
lheaneft, fo they received every man’s petition, and granted almoft every man his 
requeft. 

There are many other things in which the modern Pcrfians refemble very much 
their remote!!: anceflors, but in nothing more than in their natural inclination to and 
wonderful genius for poetry. This is fo univerfal, that every chan, and indeed every 
rich and powerful man, keeps a poet in his hou fo, to whom occasionally they give 
themes, and it is wonderful how well and how fuddenly they execute them. Thefe 
fort of people alfo frequent coflee-houfes, and other public places, where, for the 
amufement of idle people, they repeat their performances with infinite fpirit, and with 
inimitable grace. It is certain that the Perfians are very nice in their rhime, but fome- 
what loofe in their numbers, that is to fay, they regard cadence more than quantity. 
Yet no nation in the world has more of that enthufiafm. which is the offence of poetry, 
the very found of their verfes fuflicic-ntly diftinguifhes the iubjeci, even to the ears of 
thofe who arc little acquainted with their language ; fo that foreigners are never at a 
lofs to know whether their poems are merry or melancholy, humourous or grave, in- 
tended to infirucl, or calculated only to divert. 

In fhort, almoft all their learning confifts in poetry, for their proverbs are in rhime, 
fo are their fables, and they have hiflories in verl'e of a great length, which, though 
fufficiently crowded with fable, arc feldom or never without a ground of truth. It is 
true that their modern writers, many of them, make ufe of profc, but even this is in- 
termixed with verfe, and they are alfo very apt to quote verfes in converfation, which 
they are obferved to do with great propriety. But it is worth our notice, that no kind 
of writing is here fo much in fafliion as fatyr, which is moftly national, and falls, ge- 
nerally fpeakittg, upon their neighbours. As for example, they reprefent the Turks'as 
brutes and barbadians ; and whenever they have a mind to reprefent a blockhead, they 
are fur*e to paint him in a Turkifli drefs. The great indolence, effeminacy and luxury 
of the Indians, arc likewife common topics of raillery, and fo are the faults and follies 
of the Tartars; the pride and fclf-fufficiency of the Georgians; the cunning and fdf- 
intereftoduefs of the Ruffians, and the covetoufnefs of the Europeans are frequently ex- 
posed by* 1 1 heir wits. 

They are far from being ignorant of mufic as a fcience ; they learn by rule, and 
they play by note, though in a manner fo different from ours, that it is a long time be* 
for*} it becomes pleafant to a ftranger’s ear. There is no fuch thing as finging in parts, 

but* 
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but they fing one after another, and they generally ling to foitte ftringed inftruments* 
like the lute or viol : their men fing better than the women, but there, are not many of 
them that pra&ife it, fmging being looked upon as a fcandalous employment iti Perfia, 
as well as dancing. People of condition will not fuffer children to learn either the 
one or the other, but it is left almoft entirely to the common wenches and proftitutes, 
as it is indeed all over the Eaft. It is reckoned an indecency in people of any reputa* 
tion to fing, and it would render a man contemptible Ihould attempt it in com- 
pany. The Perfians call theipMinging- women, Caine, itWuling that they derive their 
Ikill from the daughters of Cain, who they pretend were the firft inventors of finging 
and mufic in the Eaft. 

They have a great number of inftrumcnts both of firing and wind mufic, fome in 
fliape like our hautboys and flutes, others like the viol, harp, virginals, kettle-drums 
and trumpets ; but furely their trumpet is the moft monftrous inftrument for fize .and 
found that can be met with ; it is commonly feven or eight feet long, and proportion- 
ably wide at the great end, and as much as a man can hold up ; thefe and their drums 
in a manner drown all other founds, though the Idler inliruments, as has been obferved, 
have no great harmony in them : and indeed their mufic, as it is called, ferves chiefly 
inftead of clocks, to let people know the time of day or night, founding conftantly at 
certain hours, for bells they have none ; and when the Shah or any great man goes out 
of his palace, you ha.' e always notice of it by thefe drums and trumpets, who Hand 
over the palace gate, or in fome balcony or gallery, and play upon Inch occafions, 
being heard at a vaft diftance. In fome places the mufic and dancing girls make part 
of a great man’s equipage, and run before him when he goes abroad. 

It is obfcrvable that the firings of their inliruments are never made of gut, the touch- 
ing of any thing belonging to a dead animal, efpecially the entrails, being held a pol- 
lution ; they make them therefore of twilled filk or brafs wire, and it is not only in- 
decent, as has been ob'erved, for people of condition to play upon a mufical inftru- 
ment, but it ieeins alio to be prohibited by their religion, and therefore their ecclefi- 
afiics and devotees will not fo much as be prefent at fitch entertainments. 

Altrononry is lludicd in Perfia purely for the fake of aftrology, which laft they term 
the revelation of the ftars. The people of the Eaft look upon aftrology as the key to 
futurity, and they have an inlatiable curiofity for prying into things to come. This 
feems to be the principal end of their lludies, and they Jooktlpon a perfon to be ftupid 
and ignorant to the laft degree who fpeaks flightly of this fcience. The aftrologers of 
Perlia, aj leaft the moft celebrated, are all natives ot the province of Charafan or Bac- 
tria, and the moft noted among them of the town of Genabed. The Shah never enter- 
tains an allrologer who is not of that town. The reafonthat the aflronomcrs here have 
more Ikill in their art than elfewhere, it is laid, is becaufe the air .is drier and purer, by 
which means they have a better opportunity to obferve the motions of the liars, if 
we confuler the number of aftrologers that are found in Perlia, the rank they hold, 
and the large pen lions they receive from the crown, we may eafily guefs at the confi- 
dence that people put in them ; they are paid by the government no lefs than four 
hundred thoufand pounds per annum. 

To the poll of chief allrologer to his Imperial Majefty there is annexed a penfion of 
ten thoufand pounds per annum, and to the fecond allrologer five thoufand pounds 
per annum, and to the reft according to their ikill. They have alfo in profents an- 
nually«two hundred thoufand pounds, and yet they arc fometimes arbitrarily punilhed, 
and put to death for the moft trivial offences, and even for actions the mod innocent in 
therufelves, according to the caprice of their prince. Sir John Chardin relates, that in 
, , vojl. ix. o o the 
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the reign of S.efi, when the Shah and all the great men were aflembled to fee fome cri- 
minals of flate cut in pieces, and the chief of the ailrologers was there among the reft j 
the Shah viewing attentively the countenances of his courtiers, obferved that the prin- 
cipal aftrologer Ihut his eyes at every ftroke of the fabre, as not able to behold fo hor- 
rible a (laughter; he thereupon called to the governor of a prince who fat near him, 
and bid him put out the eyes of that dog who fat at his left hand, fince he did not ufe 
them, which was executed atan inftant on die unhappy aftrologer, which part of his 
deftiny the liars never reveaWl to him. 

There are conftantly a certain number of aftrologers in waiting at the royal palace, 
and always fome of the chief of them about the Shah’s perfon, except when he is in the 
haratn with his women, who advertife him of the lucky or unlucky moments. Every 
one of them carries an aflrolnbe hanging at his girdle, in a neat little cafe not bigger 
than the hollow of one’s hand ; they an' o nlulted not only in a flairs of importance, 
but frequently upon the lead trifles ; fur inftanc?, if His Impc ri 1 Majefly fhall go 
abroad ; if it be an aufpicious h mr to enter the haratn ; if it be a proper time to eat, 
or to give audience, Sec. When thefe queftions are a Iked, the aftrologer immediately 
takes out his aftrolabe, obferves the fituation of the liars, and by the alfiflance of his 
tables makes his aftrological conclitftons, to which they give entire faith as to an oracle, 
offending againft which wou 1 J be dangerous. 

Their affronomers obferve pretty juffly the cclipfts of the fun and moon, and often 
foretel the very moment wherein thole luminaries will he obfeured ; but there are in- 
llances of their being rniftaken half an hour, and clpeciaily in re li pies of the fun; but 
they differ from us in nothinp more than in the calculation of the vernal equinox, there 
being fometimes an hour’s difference between them and the Europeans. Comets, they 
apprehend, always portend fome great calamity, but generally fuppofe their malign 
influences are directed againft fome other empire than their own. They had neither 
celeftial globes, or charts, or telefcopes to obferve the conftellations, till the Europeans 
imported them ; they have fince indeed endeavoured to imitate their celeftial globes, 
and had only fome reprefentations of rhe conftellations before in a book, called The 
Schemes of Abdal Rhainen. 1. is obfervablc, however, that the figures were jviuch 
the fame as on our globes ; the longitudes and latitudes of the liars are alfo marked, 
but a little different from ours. The Perfians generally make forty-eight conftella- 
tions, and the names of them, for the molt part, are the fame we give them ; but fome 
of them arc different. The only inftruments they ufe in any of their operations, are 
the aftrolabe and Jacob’s Half; and as it is with thefe alone they take the elevation of 
the pole, it cat, not be fuppofed that their latitudes arc very exaCt ; their altrolabcs, it 
is true, are very curioufly made, and commonly by thofy who ufe them. 

The Perfian almanack is called takumi ; it is properly a mixture of aftronomy and 
judicial aftrclogy, containing an account of the conjunctions, oppofitions, afpeCts, lon- 
gitudes, latitudes, and, in ftiort, the whole difpofi'ion of the heavens. It contains alfo 
prognoftics of the moft notable events, as war, famine, plenty, difeafes, and other acci- 
dents ftf human life, with the lucky or unlucky times for trail fatting all manner of 
affairs, directing the people to regulate their conduct accordingly. The fcftivals alfo 
are marked, as in our almanacs, but whereas we divide the year into four parts, they 
make only two, winter and fummer. What is moft obfervablc is, that though there 
are great numbers of thefe almanac-makers, and though they frequently difagree event 
in their aftronomical calculations, as well as their predictions, they are neverthelefs 
looked upon as infallible ; a thing fcarce to be credited, if we had not fome examples 
©£ the fame kind nearer home. 
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Their prognoftications are generally taken from the moon, their artifts believing that 
this fublunary world, as it is called, is much more influenced by this planet than by the 
fun. And thefe aftrologers, like other oracles, endeavour conftantly to deliver them- 
felves in dubious and equivocal ex^reflions, which may bear various meanings j fo that 
if their predictions prove true in any fenfe, or but in part, they are fure to meet with 
applaufe, though they fhould fail in fome circumftances. They feem to regard the 
earth more than the heavens, and to be governed by the€lnfideration of probable cir- 
cumftanccs rather than the conftellations, and their predictions on that account are fre- 
quently found true. For inftance, their almanacks are always publifhed in the fpring, 
when the winter is paffed, and according to the weather they then had it is no difficult 
matter to foretel, whether they fliall have good or bad crops in the fummer, especially 
in a cliirtate where it does not vary as in Europe ; and from the fame premiles they 
will be able to pafs a tolerable judgment on the health or ficknefs of the enfuing feafons. 
But above all, as the aftrologers are always about the court, and have fo great a fhare 
in the adminiftration of affairs, and fuch credit with all the world, they may be fup- 
pofed to make very ftirewd gueiles in relation to politics. They cannot but obferve the 
humours and difpofitions of the Prince and his favourites, the likelihood there is that 
one will be reftored, and another difgraced. Nay, they know very well what an 
influence thcmfelves have in thefe cafes, infomuch that there very rarely happens a 
confiderable alteration in the ftate but it is brought about, and is, indeed, the effect of 
fome of their own predictions. 

But aftrology is not the only foible of this kind, for they have various other forts of 
divination, which have grown into ufe by degrees, under the feveral changes of their 
government. It is true, that for the moft part their aftrologers praCtil'e theft;, but 
not exclufively, for there are others who praCtife them likcwife, more efpecially gco- 
rnancy, which is the favourite method of divining throughout all the call. Charms 
and amulets againft difeafes and enchantments are another part of their fupcrflition ; 
you will not find a Pcrfian without his amulet, and fome of them almoft loaded with 
them, they put them alfo about the necks of their domeftic animals ; thefe amulets 
have certain inferiptions on paper, and fometimes on precious ftones, and thefe inferip- 
tions they wear in little bags about them ; they contain fome paffages of the Alcoran, 
or fentences of their faints or prophets, applicable to the difoale or enchantment they 
would avert : the Perfians alfo are extravagantly fuperftitious in relation to days and 
times. They depend in thefe cafes as much on the diviners and aftrologers, as a child' 
upon its nurfe ; for inftance, when the Shah is upon a journey the aftrologers will make 
him rife at midnight, and begin his march in the word weather that can happen, and 
perhaps out of the high road, tet avoid the unfortunate hour, or his evil liars, as from 
ignorance or knavery they moft impudently call them. 

We mult not, however, imagine, notwithstanding thefe follies are very general, that 
there is not fome kind of real and ufeful learning amongft this great nation. Moral 
philofophy is in high credit with them, and is not only taught but praCtiled ; they 
have many excellent and judicious books upon this fubjcCh, in which the viciilitudes of 
human life, and the folly of placing happinels in lenfuai enjoyments, are very fully and 
very finely ftated. As for the ordinary parts of education, and fuch as may fit youth 
for common bufinefs, they have as many conveniences as other people. Thpre are 
abundance of fchools in every town, where, befidcs the Perfian, is taught the Arabic, 
which is their learned language j the Alcoran, and their other facred writings, are all 
in this language ; and the Alcoran is looked upon as the ftandard of good language 
both for grammar and rhetoric. <■ People of condition chufe to have private tutors for 
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their children, rather than fend them to thefe public fchools ; and no nation, it is faid, 
is more intent on the education of children, and breeding them up to manly exercifes 
than the Perfians. Their fchools are called Mekteb, which fignifies an entrance ; this 
being, fay they, the gate by which the lads enter intg the fciences. 

There arc, as has been faid, many in every town, and the ex-pence of fchooling is 
very fmall. They learn the Perfian and Arabian languages, with writing and accounts, 
which when they are arrived' at fume perfection in, they are removed to fome college, 
or Medres, as they call them, which fignifies a place where their doctrines or principles 
of their religion are taught. Their colleges arc all endowed, and fomc of them very 
richly ; the large!! have fifty or fixty apartments, and to each of them belong two 
chambers. In thole colleges that are belt endowed, every fcholar has about two fhil- 
lings a day allowed him, which he lays out as he thinks fit, for they do not common 
together. 

There are fome colleges where the ftudents have no more than a penny a day, and 
yet interelt is made to got into one of thefe on account of having a lodging gratis, and 
1'ome other eafual advantages. Many here are, who get in without any defign to 
ftudy, and live and grow old in thole houfes, and are allowed to have their wives and 
children with them, whole principal defign fectns to be in cafe and idlenefs. There are 
abundance of colleges in t Ire great towns of Pcrfia, and fome in the villages. The Per- 
fians lay out the grouted part of their charities in public foundations. In the firlt place, 
they ufually build a caravanferai for the lodging of travellers gratis ; afterwards a 
bagnio, a coffee- houfe, a bazar, or market-place, and they purchafe ali’o a garden, and 
thefe they let out, and apply the revenues ttrifing from them towards the building and 
endowing of a college. The founder and his heirs liaYc the appointment of the head 
and governors of the focioty ; and if the founder’s cflate happens to be forfeited to the 
crown, the Shah has the nomination. In Ifpahan there are fifty-feven colleges, moll of 
them of royal foundation, or which have devolved to the crown ; there are profelfors 
who teach the fciences in every college, to whom the feholars make an annual allow- 
ance for their trouble ; but as there are fevcral who read lectures gratis, the feholars 
frequently refort to thefe, and forfakc their proper tutors. 

Thofc ftudents w ho are men of parts and learning, may have a falary in any great 
man’s houfe for in it rue ling his children ; for thefe never fend their children either to 
fchools or colleges, but have them educated in their own houfe. The head of the houfe 
admits or excludes whom he fees fit, and pays the Undents their penfions monthly, fo 
that they Ihew him abundance of refpect. Bolides their colleges, there are in every 
town thofe who teach the liberal arts gratis, and thefe are frequently great officers who 
have been difearded, or have voluntarily retired from? court. Thefe frequently allow 
their difciples books and paper, and entertain them at their own expence certain days 
in the week, and fometimes clothe their pupils and give them money, and by this 
means they endeavour to recover their reputation with the people ; for nothing gives 
a gentleman fuch a reputation in Pcrfia, as the inftrudting great numbers of feholars 
at their own expence, and their being patrons of learning and learned men. Thefe 
are circumftanccs that mult effectually prove, that the Europeans have no right {o treat 
the Perfians as a rude and barbarous people. 

As the cufloms and manners, fo the reading and learning of all nations mult differ, and 
the wider and more remote thefe differences are, the readier the vulgar on both fides feem 
to be in deriding and contemning each other ; but as this humour proceeds from the fame 
principle in both cafes, viz. that of prefuming themfelves to be the ftandard by which 
the wifdoin and civility, the learning and politenefs of all other nations are to be de- 
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termined ; and as this is a point not to be defended, it ought to be given up as no better 
than a popular error in both. It has been already obferved, that a great part of the 
modern conftitution of Perfia is derived from the ancient form of government that 
prevailed under their old Emperors, that is, the feries of Princes, who governed that 
which is fo well known to the learned world, by the title of the fecond general empire, 
allowing the Affyrian to be the firft. It is, therefore, well worthy our notice, that con- 
ftitutions judicioufly fettled, are of fo permanent a nature, and have fuch an interior 
ftrength and folidity, as not only to refill the power of tithe, but even of repeated inva- 
fions, to which it is certain, that no country in the world has been more fubjccl than 
this of which we are fpeaking. We may from hence difcern, that though nations 
wafte away, and are loft, as well as all tile monuments of their power and greatriefs, 
yet the effects of their wifdom remain, and the coquerors thcmfelves are content to 
receive and l'ubrnit, for their own lakes, and from a conviction of their excellence, to 
the laws of the conquered. 

We know that this has been heretofore obferved of the Egyptians ; we know that in 
much later times it has been confeffed in reference to the Chinele, but I do not re- 
member to have feen this remark made before as to the Perfians. Yet I arrogate 
nothing to myfelf upon this head ; for whoever reads Dr. Hyde’s learned book, and 
compares it with the modern accounts of Perfia, muft difeover it at lirft fight. At this 
day the whole plan of the Perlian conftitution, except the ecclcfiaftical part of it, which 
is changed by the introduction of Mahometanifin, is very near the fame that it was three 
thoufand years ago ; and yet the Periees, who are tile remains of the ancient people of 
Perfia, to whom that conftitution belonged, are now reduced to fo inconfiderable a 
remnant, that it is doubted whether there may be ten thoufand fouls left in Perfia of 
this race. Thole that are left, indeed, preferve their primitive cullnms, and are au- 
thentic witneffes of the truths reported of them by the 1110ft learned writers. It is, 
indeed, true, that there is another fmall colony of thefe people in the Indies, and it may 
not be amil's to put the reader in mind of a conjecture, mentioned in Commodore 
Roggewin’s voyage, that feme i Hands, difeovered by him in the South Seas, are actually 
peopled by the relifts of thefe ancient Perfians. 

I had in) fell an opportunity of converting lor fevcral years with a very fcnfible phy- 
fician, who went that voyage, to whom 1 was indebted for many of the particulars pub- 
Iifhccl therein ; and who is dead finee they were pubiilhed. Of this gentleman I very 
carefully enquired what the reafons were which induced him and his companions to 
advance that notion, which at firft fight is none of the 1110ft probable. lie told me tile 
caufes were chiefly three ; Firft, that their complexions, in the fentiments of thofe who 
had feen iome of the Guber§ in Perfia, very much refembled them, and were very 
unlike cither the inhabitants of Afric, or of India ; for whereas the former are of a 
black, and the latter of a reddiih or iron colour ; thefe were of a light olive, and yet 
their afpeCts diifered abfolutely from the Chinele and Tartars. The fecond caufe he 
afligned, was their worlhipping the fun and fire; turning towards the call when they 
prayed, and it ling a low or whifpering voice, all of which are fuitable enough to the 
Gubers, or Gains, as the Turks call them. The third was the innocency of their 
manners, the quiet and peaceable life they lead, the pains they took in cultivating their 
landg, and their great induftry in feveral ingenious manufactures. 1 lhall not take upon 
ine to determine what credit is due to thefe conjectures, but Iliad content myfelf 
with ■obferving, that tlfey are worth remembering ; and confidering perhaps, our 
pollerity may have an opportunity by convening with thefe people, to enter into them 
more minutely. 

one 
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One thing more I recollett that paffed upon this fubjeft, and it was this that inge. 
nious gentleman obferved to me, that though we had various travels through and 
accounts of Perfia, yet we had no general or correct hiftory of it, by which a curious 
perfon might fee in a little time, what changes had happened therein, from the earlieft 
ages down to the prefent, which he thought might be of very great ufe, even though it 
were digelted into a very narrow compafs. Upon mature deliberation, I faw the truth 
and expediency of this in the ftrongeft light, and that nothing difabled us fo much in 
this part of the world from forming a right judgment of affairs in thofe parts, as tKe not 
having diftinft and correft views of the fucceflions of their Princes. 
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MADE ON 

A TOUR FROM BENGAL TO PERSIA \ 

IN THE YEARS 1786-7 

WITH A SHORT ACCOUNT OF THE REMAINS OF THE CELEBRATED PALACE OF 
PERSEPOLIS, AND OTHER INTERESTING EVENTS# 

By WILLIAM FRANC K L IN, 

ENSIGN ON THE HON. COMPANY’S BENGAL ESTABLISHMENT, LATELY RETURNED FROM PERSIA. 


O N the 27th of February 1786, I embarked on board the Chip Yarmouth, Captain 
Greenly commander, for Bombay, in my way to Perlia, having obtained a fur- 
lough from the Council, for three years. 

On the 7th of March we left the pilot- — 22d March we made the land, about 12. 
o’clock P. M. — ran part our port in the night about twelve miles: — 23d, all day 
nearly becalmed ; anchored at fix in the evening : — 24th, at day-ligh^ made fail ; 
at feven, law the flag-fluff at Point de Gallo ; at twelve, went on Ihore. 

Point de Guile . ] Point de Galle is a finall fort, fituated on the fouth-wefl fide of 
the ifland of Ceylon, belonging to the Dutch F.aft India Company, and has a com- 
mandant and a final] limitary force; the commandant is fubject to rhe orders of the 
governor of Columbo, the chief refidency on the fame illand ; the inhabitants, ex- 
cepting the Dutch, are a mixture of Malabars and native Portuguese; but great num- 
bers of the latter, efpecially of the lower dais of people. 'There is a tolerable tavern 
here, tfie only one in rhe place ; the living very cheap. Here is little trade at this 
place, excepting on account of the Dutch Company. "Topazes, amethyfts, and other 
precious ftones, are found on the ifland of Ceylon, and brought here for fale ; but it 
is dangerous to purchafe them, when let, without being Ikilled in thole commodities j. 
the people who fell them being very expert in making the falfe flours appear like true 
ones, by colouring them at the bottom. No kind of fpicc, nutmegs, or any other 
rarities for which this ifland is li> celebrated, are to be met with at this place; nor did 
we, on our approach to the illand, perceive any of thole odoriferous gales deferibed 
by travellers, as exhaling from the cinnamon and other fpices with which this ifland 
abounds. The harbour is circular; at the entrance of it lie many rocks, jufl above 
the furhice of the water, which make it very dangerous for ft range {hips to go in, 
without a pilot | the waves boat with amazing violence againll the tort fications. 
Along^ and almoft all around the harbour, are the country houfes of th^ inhabitants,, 
which have a pleafing effect to the eye ; the road to thefe, by land, is through a grove 
of cocoa-nut trees, which forms an agreeable fliade. However, this place muff be very 
unhealthy, as very high hills lie dole behind the hou r "S, and exhale noxious vapours 
both morning and evening/ which make ir very precarious to the inhabitants in point 
of health ; they are in general fickly, but particularly Europeans. I obferved. in the 
courfe of a few hours’ flay on fhore, fevesal people whole legs were f welled in a molt 
* extraordinary 
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extraordinary manner ; this the natives account for, from the badnefs of the water, 
and the vapours which a rife from the adjoining hills. I have heard that the inhabi- 
tants of Malacca arc liable to th • fa no eld cafe, and from fimilar caules. 

Vifh is to be had here in great plenty; poultry of all kinds is very fcarce ; the fruits 
are chiefly plantains, pine-apples, and pumple nofes ; the cocoa-nuts are alfo in great 
plenty and very good ; the bread is tolerable, but the butter execrable, it being little 
better than train oil ; and indeed this is the cafe in all the Dutch fcttlenients, and molt 
other foreign ones, the French and Englifh excepted. We ilept on fhore that night ; 
and, not being able to fell any part of the cargo, the next morning went on board, 
and failed immediately. On the 29th faw the land a little to the eailward of Cape 
Comorin, and the 31ft of March came to anchor in the roads ot Anjengo, where we 
found the Company’s fhip the Duke oi Mont role, waiting fora cargo oi pepper. Oil 
the ill of April went 011 fhore at day-light, and returned on board in the evening. 

jlnjc>i^oh] Ar.jongo is a final I fort and Englilh refklency, t he firit that you ar- 
rive at upon the Malabar coaft from Cape Comorin : the inhabitants are Maiabars and 
native Portuguese, mixed. It is reported to be one of thefirfl places in India for in- 
telligence, and the Engliil) have received great fervice from it in that rel'pedl during 
the late v.ar ; it would be Rill more advantageous if the road to Europe by way of 
Suez was open, but that has been for fume lime flint up, on account of ibme unhappy 
differences. At Anjengo there is a port to feveral parts of India ; this is but lately 
eftablifhcd. On the 2d of April, tailed; 6th, law a {hip at anchor in Cochcen roads, 
which we could not enter, being driven off’ by the mod violent gale of wind I ever 
experienced; it laded fix-ami thirty hours without ceffation, the fea running moun- 
tains high. Fortunately, the ffcip received no damage, excepting the lofs of the main 
yard, which was broken in two. On the 8th we found ourfelves, by obfervation, to 
the northward of our port : on the 9th, came to anchor in Cocheen roads, and went 
oil fhore immxliately. 

Cochcen, J Cocheen is a large fet dement belonging to the Dutch Eaft India 
Company. It is very populous, and a place of great trade ; the inhabitants are a mix- 
ture of a variety of EaRern nations, being compnfed oi Maiabars, Armenian?, Per- 
fians, Arabians, Jews, Indians, and native Portuguese. The Jews occupy a whole 
village, a little to the wedward of the town ; they live feparatc from the re(t of the 
inhabitants: 1 went into feveral of their houles, and could not help obferving, in this 
people, a ftriking peculiarity of features, different from any 1 had ever feen ; a re- 
lemklance feemed to run through the whole, as if they were all of one family : they 
feldom or ever marry out of their own tribe, by which the likenefs is prelerved, from 
father to fon, for a long time. I am told there is the* fame fimilarity of features to be 
oblervcd amongft the Jews of Amfterdam in Holland, and other parts of Europe. 
This* certainly ferves to didinguilli them more as an original people than any other. 
They have a good fynagogue here, and are lets opprdled, and have more liberty, than 
in mod: other parts of the Eaft. The rajah of Cocheen refides here, but lives in an 
indifferent date, being lo much opprefled by the Nabob Tippoo on the one hand, and 
the Dutch on the other, as to have little or nothing left for himfelf. fie is a CJentoo. 
Cocheen, in former times, was a place of confiderable celebrity, and was one of the 
places pitched upon by the firft Portuguese lettlers in the Eaft, after the difeovery of 
the paii'age round the Cape of Good Hope by Vafco de Gama; but that people have 
now very liri.lt; left of the vaft wealth and power they formerly enjoyed ; a revolution 
of three centuries has reduced them below mediocrity in the general fcale of Euro- 
pean adventurers. The fort is a very large one, and very well fortified on the land 
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fide ; towards the fea not fo well, but it is fecured by a very dangerous bar, which 
will not admit of {hips coming nearer the lhore than three or lour miles. There are 
fome regular Dutch troops in the garrifon, and a few native militia ; there was alfo 
here part of a French regiment, which the Dutch borrowed during the late war. 
Proviiions of every kind are to be had hero in the greatell plenty. The 10th 
failed ; on the 15th, we came to anchor in Tellicherry roads ; 16th, having received 
a very polite invitation from my friend and fchool-lellow Mr. Ince, I went on lhore, 
and fpcnl fuveral very pleafant days with him. 

Tellicherry .'] Among other places I law in and about Tellicherry, I had a view 
of the fortifications, or rather of the regular lines drawn round Tellicherry, fur the 
defence of the place again!! the Nabob Hyder Ali, during the late war. Thefe lines 
are exceedingly ltrong ; ihey take in a {pace of about three miles and a half in circum- 
ference, and are well defended by batteries and redoubts ; a river runs parallel to the 
weilern angle, which breaking off from thence runs among the hills: here the Englilh 
troops fudaine d a feverc fiege for leveral years, ugainfl the army of Hyder, under the 
command of Sadik Khan ; however, on the arrival of Major Abingdon with a rein- 
forcement from the Bombay fettlement, the garrifon made a vnoft fpirited and fuccefs- 
ful Tally, in which having defeated the enemy and killed great numbers of them, they 
at length compelled them to raife the fiege; obtaining, at the fame time, a confiderable 
booty of horl’es, tents, and elephants. The general of the enemy was dangcroufly 
wounded and taken prifoner, and died r few days after, of that and a broken heart, at 
Tellicherry. 1 am informed that if he had lived and returned to the prefence, he 
would have been cafliicred, as the Nabob Hyder had fet his heart on the reduction of 
the place. He lies buried clofe to the fort of Tellicherry ; a tomb has been eroded 
to him, in which lumps are continually burning, which many MufTulmen vifit out ol 
refped to the memory of ti e deeeafed. The lines in fome parts appear rather out of 
order, as they have n> . been thoroughly repaired fince the fiege of the. place, and I 
am inclined to think a great number of troops would be requifite for their defence 
again!! a refolute enemy, owing to their great extent; they are now repairing through- 
out, as the government entertain an idea of the importance of the place, which is cer- 
tainly confiderable, in cafe of a war with Hyder, as by his being in poffelfion of it he 
might greatly injure the other fettlemcnts of the Englilh on the Malabar Coaft. 

'The garrifon of Tellicherry confifts generally, in time of peace, of one battalion of 
fepoys, a company of artillery, and fometiines a company of European infantry ; they 
are all’o able to rail’e about three thoufand native militia. The view of the country 
round 'Tellicherry is very pleafant, confuting of irregular hills and vallies. The boun- 
daries of the Englilh are terminated by the oppofite fide of the river, and at a very little 
difiance is a flrong fortrefs of the Nabob Hvder; if the lines were once to be forced, 
the place would loon fall, the fort of Tellicherry itfelf having no kind of defence. 
Tellicherry is cftcemcd by all who refide there, to be one of the healthieft places in 
India, Europeans leldom dying there ; it is alfo much reforted to by convalefcents : 
the lea produces plenty of very fine oyfters, and provifions of all kinds arc to be had 
in abundance. 

I obferved, in the Company’s garden, the pepper vine, which grows in a curious 
manner, and fome'hing fimilar to the grape ; the pepper on it, when fit to gather, ap- 
pears in fmall bunches ; it is in ftze fomething larger than the head of a fmall pea ; 
the pepper, however, for the Company’s {hips’ cargoes, is brought from fome diflance 
in the country. 'Tellicherry alfo produces the coffee tree. 
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On the 38th, in the evening, we failed j un i on the 29th we anchored in the roads 
of Goa, off the Fort Alguarda. 

Goa.'J Goa is a large city, and was once populous; it is the capital of the For- 
tuguel# Fttlemenn; on this tide the Cape of Good Hope ; it is the lvfidence of a Cap- 
tain General tent from Portugal, who lives in great fplvnuour. The city Hands upon 
the banks of a river of the fame name, about twelve miles ddant from the entrance 
of the harbour : the view up this river is truly delighilul, the barks on either fide are 
adorned with churches, and country Hats ot the Portuguefe, intcrfpeiful with groves 
and vallics ; the river has Hveral pleating openings as it winds along, its bulks are 
low, but the hills behind rife to an amazing height, and add grandeur to tin* i'podacle, 
greatly lending- alfo to bcairdiy the profpoCl. idle city oi Goa uf 11 is a Trued with 
many line churchc' , magnificently decorated; and has fevcral Irmdfune convents. 
The church of Saint. Auguliine is a noble ftrudurc, and is adorned in the in fid - by 
many line pidures ; it Hands on the top of a hill, from wheno. you iiave an extenfivo 
view of the city and adjacent country : it is a circumitau.ce that has always been ob- 
served, and very juflly, that th? Foriuguefe have ever clmkn tile Ipofs for their con- 
vents and churches in the mod doligluiV.l litiuU’ons. I have 1 blerved it in the Biazils, 
and the inhabitants ot Goa have by no means fided in attention to this point, all their 
public buildings being well fit uated. The body of this church is fpacious, and the 
grand altar-piece iinilhcd in the mod el* gam tty 1c. The building of the choir is of 
Gothic architecture, and therefore of antiquity. This church has a convent adjoining 
to it, in which live a let of religious monks, of the order of S . Augudhu : fomc of 
the brothers of this convent have given popes and cardinals to the Roman See, as ap- 
pears by their portraits which are hung up in a neat chapel dedicated to St. Auguliine, 
the patron of the order. Adjoining to this church is a convent of n-Tgiuus women, 
who have taken the veil, and are therefore prohibited from all kind of interenurfe with 
the world : thefe chiefly confift of the daughters and nieces of the Portuguefe inha- 
bitants of the place ; and a fum of money is generally given with them, on theif en- 
trance into the convent. A little lower, on the declivity of the hill, Hands another 
church, dedicated to the Bon Jefus, in which is the chapel of Saint Francifco de 
Xavierc, whofe tomb it contains : this chapel is a molt fuperb and magnificent place ; 
the tomb of the faint is entirely of fine black marble, brought from Lifbon; on the 
four fidcs of it the principal actions of the life of the Saint are mod elegantly carved 
in baffo relievo ; thefe reprefent his converting the different nations to the Carlu.lic 
faith : the figures are done to the life, and mod admirably executed : it extends to the 
top in a pyramidical form, which terminates with a coronet of mother-of-pearl. On 
the fidcs of this chapel are excellent paintings, done by I-alian mailers ; the fubjeths 
chit fly from feripture. This tomb, and the chapel appertaining to it, mud have cod 
an immenfe fum of money; the Foriuguefe juflly edeetn it the greated rarity in the 
place. In the valley below is another convent for young ladies who have not taken 
the veil ; out of this convent the Fortuguefe and others who go there may marry : 
fome of the ladies have f in all portions, others none. As far as I could learn, the ce- 
remony obferved on taking out one of thefe ladies is as follows : When a gentleman, 
aft< v < ifiting often at the grate, fhall have chofcn one to whom he wifhes^ to jxiy his 
addr flbs, an exchange of rings between the parties is fird made ; after which the 
lover k permitted to vifit his midrefs in the convent, in the prefence of one of the 
matrons ; then if he dill holds his purpofe, he is obliged to make a folenin promife of 
marriage, in the prefence of the archbilhop of the place ; which being done, he may 
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take her away whenever lie pleafes : after, which the archbifhop marries them. It is, 
however, to be obferved, that the lover, whoever he is, muff firft make profeflion of 
the Roman Catholic perfuafion, olherwife no connection would be allowed. 'I faw 
three of the young ladies, who were really fine girls, and could not help making feme 
reflections on their unhappy liiuation ; Unit up in a wretched convent, where they 
mult pine- away their youth, unlefs capricious chance fliould befriend them in the ap- 
pearance of a hufband : and being deprived of the company of men, for whom they 
were formed to grace focioty and create affection, they mult, if capable of reflection, 
think themfelv.s molt unhappy. 

The Captain-General of Goa isalfo Commander in Chief of all the Portuguefe forces 
in the Knit Indies. They have here two regiments of European infantry, three legions of 
fepoys, three troops of native light horfe, and a militia ; in all, about five thoufand men. 
Goa is at prefen t on the decline, and in little or no eftimation with the country powers; 
indeed their bigotry and fuperflirious attachment to their faith is fo general, that the 
inhabitants, formerly populous, are now reduced to a few thinly inhabited villages; 
the chief part of whom have been baptized ; for they will not fuller any Muffuiman 
or Gentoo to live within the precincts of the city ; and theie few tire unable to carry 
on the hulbandry or manufactures of the country. The court of Portugal is obliged 
to fend out annually a very large ium of money, to defray the current expences of 
the government ; which money is generally fwallowed up by the convents and fol- 
diery. If other meafures are not purine' 1 Goa mull, in a very few years, fink to 
nothing: though it is evident that the internal decay of the government has been oc- 
cafioiK'd by the opproflion anti bigotry of the priefts, and the expulfion of fo many 
ufeful hands ; yet the court of Portugal cannot be prevailed upon to alter its mea- 
fures, although the fiourifhing fituation of the Englifh and other European fettlements 
(and of which one caule is certainly the mild and tolerant principles adhered to in points 
of religion, provided it interferes not with the afiairs of government) is continually 
before their eyes. The Nabob Tippo has lately fliewn an inclination to attack them, 
but was fuddenly called ofl' by the Marratas : the Portuguese much fear he will return; 
and fliould he, there is little doubt but that the place will furrender to him. The glo- 
rious times of Albuquerque are now no more; power and wealth have Jong fince taken 
their flight from the dilcoverers of the Halt ! There was formerly an inquifuion at 
tins place, but it is now abolifhcd ; the building fiill remains, and by its black outfide 
appears a tit emblem of the cruel and bloody tranfa&ions that paffed within its walls! 
Provtfinns are to be had at this place in great plenty, and perfection; the Captain- 
General lives in great Hate ; he i£ a well-bred man, and fond of the company of the 
Engliflt, whom he treats with great hofpitality. — 24th, failed ; May 13th faw the light- 
houl'c at Bombay, about nine in the morning. 

Bombay."] The ifland of Bombay is in the poll flion of the Englifh Eafl India 
Company ; it is fituated on the Coalt of Conkan, in Eat. 19 North, and Long. 72. 
Daft ; it was granted, as part of the marriage portion with the Infanta of Portugal, "to 
Charles 11 . The harbour is capable of containing three hundred fail of fliips with the 
g'icateft fafelv : there isalfo a mod excellent dock, in which {hips of his Majeflv’s 
iquadron, and others, are repaired, refitted, and completely equipped for tea. They 
build alfo here all forts of veflels ; and the workmen in the yard are very ingenious 
and dexterous, not yielding to our belt fltip-wrights in England. This ifland is very 
beautiful, and as populous for its fize as any iti the world ; merchants and others com- 
ing to fettle here from the different parts of the Deckan, Malabar, and Coromandel ; 
as well as the Guzerat country : among ft thofc of the i alter plaac, are many Perfee 
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families; thefe are descended from the remains of the ancient Gubres, or worfhippers 
of fire: mod of the country merchants, as well as the menial fervants of the ifland, 
are of this faith. They are very rich, and have in their hands the management of all 
mercantile affairs. Their religion, as far as I could gain any information* is much 
corrupted from the ancient worfhip ; they acknowledge that feveral Hindoo forms and 
ceremonies have crept in amongfl them, probably in compliance to the natives, in order 
to conciliate their affections. 1 have heard it obferved, however, that the Hindoo 
religion does, in itfelf, bear fume analogy 10 the ancient Perfian worfhip : it feems 
their facred book, the Zend, which is laid to have been written by their celebrated 
prophet Zerdufht ( called by us Zoroaffcr), is at prefen t only a copy of a few centu- 
ries; which muff, of courfe, invalidate its authenticity ; as that prophet, according to 
the Perfian hiftorians, lived more than three thoufand years ago ; and indeed it is an 
indifputable fa£t, that what religious books were in being at the time of the Grecian 
conquefls of that country, were carefully collected and burnt, by the oxprefs orders of 
Alexander, and were totally deftroyed at the fubfequent conqucfts of that country by 
the Saracens : at which period alfo happened the introduction of the Mahomedan re- 
ligion. By thefe means then religion and language underwent a total change, the 
very traces of both which have long fince difappeared, as is evident by the many fruit- 
lefs efforts made to decypher thofe inferiptions Hill difcernible on the walls of Perfe- 
polis, bearing not die leaflt analogy to any character now exiffing. Hence it may be 
inferred, that what is now given as die ancient character and language of this cele- 
brated people, is no more than an invention of a later date, and there remains not a 
probability that their real Zend will ever be known. The ifland of Bombay is about 
eight miles in length, and twenty in circumference : the rnoft remarkable natural cu- 
riofity the ifland produces is a fmall fifh ; this fifh, according to the defeription of a 
gentleman who has fecn it, and from whom I received my information, is in form 
fomewhat like a mufclc, about four inches long, and has upon the top of its back, and 
near the head, a fmall valve, on the opening of which you difeover a liquor of a ftrfeng 
purple colour, which, when dropped on a piece of cloth, retains the hue. It is found 
chiefly in the months of September and October ; and it is obferved the female fifh 
has not this valve", which diflinguifhes the fexes. It is not improbable to fuppofe that 
this fifh is of the fame nature as the ancient Mu rex or fhell fifh, by which the Romans 
attained the art of dyeing to fuch perfection ; and is fimilar to that found formerly on 
the coafts of Tyre. The Company’s forces at this Prcfi deucy coiiibi; of eight bat- 
talions of fepoys, a regiment of European infantry, and a corps of European artillery 
and engineers. During the late long and very fevere war, the Bombay troops have 
diffinguifhed thcmfelves in a peculiar manner, and the campaign of Bedanore, and the 
lieges of Tellicherry and Mangalore, will long remain tcltimonials of high military 
abilities, as well as of their bravery and patience under feveie duty. The breed of 
fheep on this ifland is very indifferent, and all the neccflaries of life are much dearer 
than in any other part of India. A work on this ifland is worthy of obfervation ; it 
is a caufeway on the fouthern part, about a mile in length, and forty feet in breadth, 
eight of which on each fide are of folid ftone ; the remainder in the centre is filled up 
with earth, a cement of clay, and other materials ; the whole forming fuch a body as 
will endure for many ages. This work keeps up the communication with the other 
parts of the ifland during the feafon of the Monfoon, which *would otherwife overflow 
it* and cauie infinite damage. 

Dec. 13th, after being detained feven months at this ifland, for want of a paflage, 
l at length embarked on board an Arabian fhip, bound for Buffora, in company with 
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Captain Mitchell and Lieuts. James and Curry, of the Madras military eftablifhment, 
who were on their way to Europe over land. We had on board an ex aft epitome of 
Afia, being a collection of Armenians, Perfians, Arabians, Ethiopians. Jews, Greeks, 
and Indians, who created as much confufion of tongues as at the building of the tower 
of Babel. On the 24th, in the evening, we faw t ape Rofalgate ; and on the i ft of 
January, 1787, came to anchor in the harbour of Mufcat. The entrance into this 
harbour is truly piClurefque ; it has a bold fhore, with a range of high mountains ex- 
tending about fixty miles in length from Cape Rofalgate (which is oppohte the Scin- 
dian Gulpli), to Mufcat, and forms a very grand natural profpect : the ruggednefs of 
the rocks marking very charadcridicaily the coun ry of Arabia. The inner harbour 
is guarded by two forts, very indifferently fituafed. Mufcat itfelf is a place of con- 
fiderable trade, as well with the Arabian and Perfian Gulphs, as with Surat, Bombay, 
and the Coafts of Malabar and Coromandel. The town, as is ufual in in oft Eaftern 
countries, is badly built, and the ft reefs very narrow ; they have, however, a good and 
well furnifhed Jpazar, roofed at thc^ top ; the ftreets crofs each other at right angles, 
and to each is allotted its particular merchandife for falo. Mufcat lies in lat. 23 0 15' N. 
oppofite to the Gulph of Ormuz, and is governed by an Imauni, or independent prince, 
over the province of Oman, of which Mufcat is the capital. This province of Oman 
is a part of Yemen, or Arabia Felix ; the Imaum refides at a diftancc of two days 
journey inland, where he lives in fplendour ; his Vakeel Sheick Khulfaun received us 
with great civility. The whole country round this place is one continued folid rock, 
without a blade of grafs, or any kind of verdure to be feen ; but this barrennefs the 
natives affirm to be amply recompenfed by the fertility and beauty of the inland coun- 
try ; as indeed it ought to be. The reflection of the fun from thefe rocks mult ne- 
ceffarily caufe intenle and almoft infupportable heats, which during the fummer fcaforx 
are fo great, that all tlK a natives, who are able, retire inland as loon as they commence ; 
this, added to the final effects of the fmail-pox^ for which they have no cure, being 
ignorant of the application of medicine, caufes the people in general to be afflicted with 
dilorders in their eyes; fo much fo, that you fcarcely meet one perfon out of three, 
who has not vifibly fu fie red from either of the caufes above mentioned. Several Gen- 
too merchants relide here, for the convenience of trade ; alfo a broker on the behalf 
of the Englifh Eaft India Company ; but the government will not admit (though often 
urged to it) of any European factory being eftabliflied. The police in Mufcat is ex- 
cellent. On the 25th of January, Captain James Mitchell, our fellow-paflfenger, died, 
to the great grief of us all : we interred him the fame day, on fhore, at Mufcat ; a 
Dutch fliip lying in the harbour, commanded by Captain Stewart, fainted the corpfe 
on going on fhore with nine guns, as did alfo an Englifh fnow, there at the fame time, 
ilis funeral was as decently conducted as circumflances would admit, and every atten- 
tion poffible was paid to his remains. On the 26th we failed for Buffora. On the 
4th of February, we alfo loft lieutenant Thomas James, another of our companions ; 
whofe body we Committed to the deep. Shortly after, Mr. Curry and myfelf, who 
were the only two remaining, fell fick of violent fevers, which lulled near a month, 
and /educed us fo much, that we had reafon to expert the fame fare. On the 28th 
of February, arrived at Abu Shchr. Lieutenant Curry and myfelf went on fhore, 
wherd we were received by Mr. Galley, the Company’s refident at that place. 

Abii Shchr , ] Abu Shehr is a fmall fea-port town on the coafl: of Perfia, and is 
under the government of a Sheick, who is tributary to Shirauz. The Englifh Eafl 
India Company have a fa&ory here, but I believe little bufinefs is carried on, owing to 
„ ruinous ftate of Perfia j caravans come frequently to this place from Shirauz, and 
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bring the commodities of that city, which are exported to different parts of India. 
On the qth of March, my good friend, Lieutenant Curry, quitted me, and proceeded 
to Buffora : our parting was painful to us, as we had lately experienced many trying 
feenes together, which cemented our friendfhip ; but our feparate deftinations made 
it neceflary. An opportunity offering ffiortly afterwards of proceeding to Shirauz, I 
eagerly embraced it, although not yet quite recovered from my fever, and accordingly 
determined to fet out with a cafila or caravan, juft then on the point of departure. 

Set out for Shirauz . J On the 1 5th of March, I left Abu Shehr : our cafila con- 
futed of about thirty mules, and twenty or thirty horfes ; thefe and camels being the 
only mode of travelling made life of in this country. Our firit day’s march was about 
four furfengs, or fixteen Englifh miles ; the road at fetting out lay over a barren plain, 
but the latter part of the way coming to foine verdure, we halted at a place called 
Checanduck. The Perfian furfeng is the Trapx'ruvyx Pm- a fun go of the Greeks, and 
is equal in meafurement to nearly four Englifh miles. The 1 6th, we travelled four 
furfengs, the ntofl part in the night, and arrived about eight o’clock in the morning, 
near Bcrazgoon, a confidcrable and populous village, furrouw Jed by a bffck wall, and 
flanked with turrets, under the dominion, and dependent of Shirauz. Halted that day 
and the next, for the purpofe of fhoeing the hol ies and mules belonging to the cafila, 
preparatory to our afeending the mountains, which we were now approaching. 1 8th. 
Moved at four in the morning, and about eight encamped near the village of Dowlakie, 
diftance three furfengs. 19th. Moved at four in the morning, and a little after lix 
entered the narrow pais which is the road to the four mountains, and is exceedingly 
difficult, from the great number of loofe flones. At nine encamped at fome diftance 
on the other fide of the village of Dowlakie, at the foot of the fir /1 mountain. We 
reckoned this day’s journey three furfengs. The heat of thefe three laft days was 
exceffive ; but they told me it would foon be changed to a piercing cold. eolh. 
Marched at four in the morning, and began to afeend the firfl mountain, which is very 
hi^h, and the road almoft impafi'able, from the vaft number of large loofe flones that 
had fallen down on each fide in the way : near two miles of the latter part of the 
afeent is altnofl perpendicular, and fo very narrow as only to admit of one perfon or 
beaft of burden palling at a time : the feene was truly difagreeable and even danger- 
ous, front the fleep precipices, and frequent flipping and falling of the horfes and 
mules ; our only means of fafety on one fide depending on a fmall parapet wall, about 
three feet high ; on the other the mountain towering up into the cfouds ftrikes the 
beholder with an awful dread ; a broad and rapid river runs at the bottom, which by 
its roaring adds to the terrific grandeur of the feene. Having at length attained the 
i'ummit, we were furprifed by the appearance of a lot el extenfive plain ; whereas, 
after climbing fuch a height, we might naturally have expelled a defeent. This plain 
is about four furfengs, or fixteen miles, in extent ; it is fituuted between the moun- 
tains, and abounds in game, particularly the red-legged partridge, which we faw in 
great abundance. A little after nine we encamped at the village of Khifht ; we here 
began to experience a fvnffble alteration in the weather. At Dowlakie, in the valley 
below, we were almoft fcorched to death with heat ; whereas the air on the top of 
this mountain, and the plain of Khifht, is very (harp and piercing, diftance three fur- 
fengs. 2 1 ft. Being the Perfian feftival of the Nooroze, or New Year’s Day, we 
halted. In the ancient times of Perfia this day ufed to be celebrated with great joy 
and feftivity throughout the empire, ancl has fince been kept as fuch under the Maho- 
medan government. The people of the cafila made thetnfelvcs as merry as their cir- 
cumftances would admit of; and although in general the food of thefe people is no 
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more than a few dates and butter-milk, yet on this occafion the Chcharwadar, or 
mafter of the cafila, fentto the neighbouring village, and procured fome mutton, which 
he gave to his men, and partook with them of’ a comfortable pilau. 22d. Moved at 
four in the morning ; about fix afeended the fecond mountain, which is ftill higher 
than the former, but the road not fo dangerous : we arrived, about nine, at the village 
of Conaarige : at this place the Rah Dar, or toll-gatherer, demanded one toman (about 
thirteen rupees), as a toll, although the cuftoin for every paflenger, whether European, 
Jew, or Armenian, is only one piaftre, which is equal to one rupee. He alleged that 
I was a Feringy ( Chadian), and therefore ought to pay more : as 1 had no refource, 

I fhould have b'-en obliged to comply, had not the mafter of the cafila oppofed the 
impofition, and threatened to complain on our arrival at Shirauz ; on which the toll- 
gatherer defifted. This day we travelled tht’fee furfengs. 23d. Moved at four in the 
morning ; about nine arrived at the city of Kazeroon, dittance five furfengs. 24th. Pro- 
ceeded at five, and at half pad eight arrived at the foot of the third mountain, fituated 
on the confine of the plain, where the city of Kazeroon is built ; diftance three fur- 
fengs. 25th.’ Moved at four in the morning, and began to afeend the third mountain, 
which although not fo high and deep as the two former, yet is diffidently fo to make 
the afeent uneafy and difficult ; a great part of the road on one fide is made of mafons’ 
work entirely, the materials hewn out of the mountain : it has a parapet wall of about 
three feet high, like the former: its afeent is winding. About eight o’clock we ar- 
rived in a moft delightful valley, by an eafy and gentle defeent ; entirely covered with 
a fpecies of the oak and birch, which being fituated between two high mountains, is 
extremely pleafmt ; the air began now to be piercing cold, and we perceived the fnow 
lying very thick on the mountain - before us, which we were to pafs the next day ; 
proceeded on through the valley, and encamped about nine o’clock at the foot of the 
fourth and lad mountain, in our journey to Shirauz ; diftance travelled this day three 
furfengs. 26th. Marched at two in the morning, and began to afeend the mountain, 
which thePerlians call the Peera Zun, or the old woman, by way of diftimdion. This 
is higher than all the former, and near twelve miles in length ; we were near five hours 
in gaining the fuminit, when a prolpetl opened to our light, Icarcely to be equalled in 
beauty, nor can imagination well conceive a more delightful one ; although we beheld 
it vvhild the ruggedncls of winter was not yet well worn olf, dill the great quantity of 
wood on its fide denoted it to be a molt delightful place for a dimmer refidence ; the 
view from the top is molt ftrikingly romantic, the three preceding mountains Jeeming 
beneath your feet ; the fuminit is covered with fnow, and in many places where the 
rain had fallen, was ice of confiderable thicknels. Below, on each fide, we beheld 
the vallies all opening to the beauties of l’pring, well watered by running dreams, the 
great lake on the plain of Kazeroon appearing in its full extent. 1 cannot but confefs, 
that the fatigues of the former part of the way were amply made up by the delight- 
fulnefs of this profpett, the fliarp clear air giving an increafe of cheerfulnefs and hila- 
rity to my fpirits. By a deep defeent we gained ihe plain below in about half an hour, 
and at nine o’clock encamped near the village of Dafterjin. This day we travelled four 
furfengs and a half. 27th. Moved at four in the morning ; at a little after eight, ar- 
rived at the village of Khoon Zineoon : near this village runs a very pleafant river, 
which extends to Shirauz. Mr. Niebuhr has laid this down as the Rodheyna, pro- 
bably ^rom the people who gave him his information, calling it Rood Khoona, as that 
name in Perfian implies a dream, or river ; the natives of the place mentioning it by 
the appellation of Rood Khoona Zineoon, or the river of Zineoon. 28th. Moved off 
at four, and at half-pad nine arrived at a caravaaferai in ruins, near the village of Chinar 

Reliadar. 
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Rehadar. This day we travelled four furfengs. 29th. Moved a little after five* and 
at nine arrived in fafety, by the bleffing of God, at the city of Shirauz, the place of 
my deftination, four furfengs. 

S'htrauz.’] Shirauz, the capital of Farfiflan, or Per fi a Proper, is fituated in a valley 
of great extent and furprifing fertility ; this valley is twenty-fix miles in length, and 
twelve in breadth, and is lurrounded on all fides by very high mountains : it lies, ac- 
cording to Mr. Niebuhr, in 29 0 30' 31*, about a hundred and ninety-fix miles to the 
North-eafl of Abu Shehr. The purity of the air of this place has at all times been 
celebrated, and with great juftice. The city in circumference is one furfeng and fixty 
meafured paces ; the fortifications, confidcring the country, are tolerably good ; a 
wall extends quite round the city, five-and-twenty feet high, and ten thick, with round 
’towers at the diftance of eighty paces from each other. Shirauz has a mod excellent 
dry ditch around it, the work of the late Vakeel Keriin Khan ; it is fixty feet in depth, 
and twenty in breadth, and would alone, exclufive of the other works, enable the 
city to hold out a long time againfl any power in Perfia, where artillery is but little 
known, and lefs ufed. The city of Shirauz has fix gates, of which the following are 
the names : ill. Derwaza Bag Shah ; 2d. Derwaza Shah Mcerza Hamza; 3d. Der- 
waza Sadi, fo called from its leading to the tomb of that celebrated poet; 4th. Der- 
waza Gulfub Khiina, adjoining to the fiefh-market ; 5th. Derwaza ShadaVe ; 6th. Der- 
waza Kazeroon, leading to that city. Each of tliefe gates has an appointed guard 
allotted to it, of one hundred men ; and four Khans or officers, who every morning 
and evening attend at the citadel in order to pay their compliments to the Khan, or in 
his ablence to the Beglerbcg. It is the duty of thefe guards to prevent all perform 
departing from the city who have not permiffion fo to do ; and if any perlon, ob- 
noxious to government, cfcapes, the officer’s head anfwcrs for it. I was frequently 
flopped by them in going out, before 1 obtained an order from the government to have 
free egrefs and r eg refs whenever I pleafed# The gates of the city are fhut at funfet, 
and opened at funrife, during which periods no perfon is permitted to pafs in 
or out. 

Within the city, at the upper end, neareft to the gate of Bag Shah, (lands the Ci- 
tadel, which is built of burnt brick, and is a fquare of eighty yards circumference, 
flanked with round towers, and encompafl’ed with a dry folic of the fame breadth and 
depth as that of the city ; this is called by the Perfians the Ark, and is alfo the work 
of Kerim Khan; here Jaafar Khan, the prefen t poffeffor of Shirauz, refides ; it alfo 
ferves occafionally as a Hate prifon# At the door of the Ark is a painting, done in 
very lively colours, reprefenting the combat between the celebrated Perfian hero 
Roftum, and Deeb S if ced, or the White Demon. The (lory is taken from Ferdoufi’s 
Shah Naina, and the figures are at full length, but ill proportioned. Oppofite to the 
citadel, in a large handfomc fquare, is a gallery where the Khan’s mufic, confiding of 
trumpets, kettle drums, and other inflruments, plays regularly at funrife and funfet. 
When the Khan is in camp, or on a journey, thele are always placed in a tent near 
him : one fide of this fquare leads to the Dewan Khan, or chamber of audience, and 
the ot&er opens into a ftreet which leads up to the great mofque. The Dewan Khana 
is a very handfomc building, fituated at the upper end of a large garden, to which 
you are c condu£lcd through an avenue, planted on each fide with the Perfian Chinar 
free, a fpecies of the fycamore. This chamber is a large building, of an oblong form, 
with an open front ; the infide, about one-third up the wall, is lined with white marble 
f$om Tauris, and the ceiling and other parts are ornamented with a beautiful gold 
enamelled work, in imitation of the lapis lazuli : there are feveral pi&ures in it ; 

two* 
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tw© of which, rcprefentipg the late Vakeel Kerim Khan, and his eldeft fon Abul 
Futtah Khan, are tolerably well executed; and I was told by the natives that they 
were good refemblan^es. In front there are three handfome fountains, with ftone 
batons, which are conftantly playing. In the great fquare before the Citadel "is the 
Tope Khana, or park of artillery : it confifts of feveral pieces of cannon mounted on 
bad carriages, moft of the guns (which arc Spanifh and Portuguefe, excepting two 
Fnglilh twenty-four pounders) are lb dreadfully honeycombed, that they would cer- 
tainly burft on the firft difcharge. 

Shirauz has many good bazars and caravanferais : that diftinguHhed by the appel- 
lation of the Vakeel’s bazar (lb called from its being built by Kerim Khan), is by far 
the handfomeft ; it is a long ILreet, extending about a quarter of a mile, built entirely 
of brick, and roofed fomething in the ftyle of the piazzas in Covent Garden ; it is 
lofty and well made ; on each fide are the (hops of the tradefmen, merchants^ and 
others, in which are expofed for laic a variety of goods of all kinds : thefe Ihops are 
the property of the Khan, and are rented to the merchants at a very eafy monthly 
rate. Leading out of this bazar is a fpacious caravanferai, of an oftagon form, built 
of brick ; the entrance through a handfome arched gate-way : in the centre is a place 
for the baggage anti merchandife, and on the fides above and below commodious 
apartments for the merchants and travellers ; thefe are alfo rented at a moderate 
monthly fum. About the centre of the above-mentioned bazar is another fpacious 
caravanferai, of a fquare form, the front of which is ornamented with a blue and white 
enamelled work, in order to represent China-ware, and has a pleafing eftedt to the eye. 
This building is larger than the former, and is chiefly reforted to by Armenian and 
other Chrillian merchants ; there are befides feparate bazars in Shirauz, for the dif- 
ferent companies of artificers, fuch as goldfmiths, workers of tin, dyers, carpenters, 
joiners, hatters, and fhoemakers ; thefe confift of long ftreets, built very regularly, 
and roofed. 

The Jews at Shirauz have a quarter of the city allotted to themfelves, for which 
they pay a confiderable tax to government, and are obliged to make frequent prefents : 
thelh people are more odious to the Perfians than thofe of any other faith ; and every 
opportunity is taken to opprefs and extort money from them ; the very boys in the 
ftreet being accuftomed to beat and infult them, of which treatment they dare not com- 
plain. The Indians have a caravanferai allowed them in another quarter of the city, 
for which they are alfo under contribution. There is a mint at Shirauz where money 
is coined in the name of Jaafar Khan, the prefent poffeffor, the procefs of which is very 
fimple, like moft in other places of the Eaft, the gold or filver being laid in a dye fitted 
for the purpofe, and ftruck with a large hammer, which completes the operation. 
Here alfo the public Serais (or money-changlrs) fet and regulate the exchange of gold 
and filver. 

Mofques , dsY.] Shirauz is adorned with many fine mofques, particularly that built 
by the late Kerim Khan, w hich is a noble one : being very well difguifed in my Per- 
fian drefs, I had an opportunity of entering the building unobferved ; it is of a fquare 
form ; in the centre is a ftone refervoir of water, made for performing the necefiary 
ablutions or wafhings, previous to prayer ; on the four fides of the building are arched 
apartments allotted for devotions, fome of the fronts of which are covered with China 
tiles ; but Kerim Khan dying before the work was completed, the remainder has been 
made 'up with a bitie and white enamelled work of the kind before deferibed. Within 
the apartments, on the walls, on each fide, are engraved various fentepces from rhe 
Koran, in the Nulkhi character ; and at the upper end of the fquare is a large dome, 
vol. ix. 1 1 with 
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with a cupola at top, which is the particular place appropriated for the devotion of the 
Vakeel ; this is lined throughout with white marble, ornamented with the curious blue 
and gold artificial lapis lazuli, and has three large filver lamps fqfpended from the roof 
of the dome : here mullahs or priefts are conftantly employed in reading the Koran. 
This raofque has very good detached apartments, with places for ablutions and other 
religious ceremonies: at a little diftance, on the outfide, the late Vakeel had laid the 
foundation for a range of very handforne buildings, which he defigned to have been 
occupied by mullahs, dervilhcs, and oilier religious men ; but, dying before the work 
was brought to perfection, the troubles in Periia fince that period have prevented any 
other perl'ons from finifhing them, and in this imperfeft (late they remain at prefenr, 
much to be regretted ; as it would have added greatly to the beauty of the whole. 
'In the centre of the city is another mofque, which the Perfians call the Musjidi Noo, 
or the new mofque ; but its date is nearly coeval with the city itfelf, at lead fince it 
has been inhabited by Mahomedans : it is a fc|yare building of a noble fize, and has 
apartments for prayer on each fide ; in them are many inscriptions in the old Cufick 
charafter, which of themfelves denote the antiquity of the place; in the centre of the 
fquare is a ’arge terrace, on which the Perfians perform their devotions, both morning 
and evening ; this ter: ce is capable of containing upwards of two hundred perfons, 
and is built of (lone, railed uvo feet and a half high from the ground ; there are here 
two very large cyprcfs trees of an extraordinary height, which the Perfians affirm to 
have flood the amazing length of fix hundred years : they are called Aaffiuk Maafhiika, 
or the lover and his iniftrefs, and are held by the people in great veneration. The 
mofque has a garden adjoining to it, and places necefl'ary for performing ablutions. 
In another quarter of the city is a fquare building of a very large fize, formerly a 
college of confiderable note, where the arts and l'ciences were taught ; and is the fame 
as that mentioned by Sir John Chardin, who vilited this city in the laft century. It 
is now r , however, decaying very faff, but th e are flill mullahs and religious men re- 
ading in it ; at prefent it goes by the name jf Mudrufla Khan, or the Khan’s college ; 
but literature and the fciences nave long fince been neglecled at Shirauz, and the pre- 
lent lituation of the country does not feem to promife a fpeedy revival. 

There are places in Shirauz difling uiffied by the name of Zoor Khana, the houfe of 
ftrength or exercife, to which the Perfians refort for the fake of exercifing themfelves. 
Thefe houfes c nlifl ot one room, with the floor funk about two feet below the furface 
of the earth, and the light and air are admitted to the apartment by means of fevcral 
fmall perforated apertures made in the dome. In the centre is a large fquare terrace 
of earth, well beaten down, i'muoth, and even ; and on each fide are fmall alcoves 
railed about two feet above the terrace, where the muftcians and fpeclators are feated. 
"When all the competitors are affcmbled, which is on every Friday morning by day- 
break, they immediately drip themfelves to the waift ; on which each man puts on a 
pair of thick woollen drawers, and takes in his hands two wooden clubs of about a 
foot and a half in length, and cut in the lhape of a pear ; thefe they reft upon each 
Ihoulder, and the muiic linking up, they move them backwards and forwards with 
great agility, damping with their feet at the fame time, and {training every nerve, till 
they produce a very profufe perfpiration. After continuing this exercife about Tialf 
an hour,, the mailer of the houfe, who is always one of them, and is diftinguilhed by 
the appellation of Pehlwaun, or wreftler, makes a fignal, upon which they all leave 
off, quit their clubs, and, joining hands in a circle, begin to move their fee^very brilkly 
in- union with the mufic, which is all the while playing a lively tune. Hiving conti- 
nued this for a confiderable time, they commence wreitling ; but before the trial of 
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fkilf in this art begins, the mafter of the houfe addrefles the company in a particular 
foeech, in part of which he informs the candidates, that as they are all met in good 
fellow/hip, fo ought they to depart, and that in the contelt they are about entering 
into, they /hould have no malice or ill-will in their hearts ; it being only an honourable 
emulation, and trial of ftrength, in which they are going to exert themfelves, and not 
a contentious brawl ; he therefore cautions them to proceed in good humour and 
concord. This fpeech is loudly applauded by the whole aflembly. The wreftlers 
then turn to their diverfion, in which the mafter of the houfe is always the challenger ; 
and, being accuftomed to the exercife, generally proves conqueror, by throwing each 
of the company two or three times-lucceflively. 1 have fometimes, however, feen him 
meet with his equal, efpecially when beginning to grow fatigued. The Ip editors pay 
each a Shahee, in money, equal to three-pence Engli/h, for which they are refre/hed 
during the diverfion with a calean and coffee. This mode of exercife, I {hould fup- 
pofe, mult contribute to health, as well as add ftrength, vigour, and a manly ap- 
pearance to the frame. It /truck me, in its manner of execution, to bear fome re- 
femblancc to thegymnaftic exercii'es of the ancients. 

The Bat hi. The baths in Perfia are very commodious, and well worthy the at- 
tention of a ftranger ; they generally confift of two large apartments, one of which 
furni flies an accommodation for undrefting, the other is the bath ; on the fides of the 
firft are benches of ftone, railed two feet from the ground, on which are fpread mats 
and carpets, where the bathers fit to undrefs, and from thence they proceed to the 
bath through a long narrow paffage. The bath is a large room of an oCtagon form, 
with a cupola at top, through which the light and air arc admitted ; on the fides of 
this room are fmall platforms of wood railed about a foot from the ground, on which 
the people who enter to bathe perform their devotions, a ceremony the Perfians always 
previoufly obferve : at the upper end of the room is a large bafon or refervoir of water, 
built of ftone, wel 1 heated by means of /loves made at the botton, with iron gratings 
over them ; and adjoining is another refervoir of cold water, of either of which the 
bather has his choice. When he comes out of the hot bath, which is generally in 
the fpace of ten or twelve minutes, the people of the houfe /land ready to perforin 
the operation of rubbing, and to effeft this he is laid at full length on his back, with 
a pillow to fupporl his head ; a bru/li made of camel’s hair is then uied, which com- 
pletely rubs oil 7 all the dirt the body has contracted. Alter rubbing fome time, they 
rinfc the whole body with feveral bafons of warm water, and the perlon is reconducted 
to the drefling apartment, where he /hilts and dreffes at leifure, receiving a calean to 
fmoke. The Perfians are much more fcrupulous than any other Kaftem nation in 
permitting foreigners to go info their baths, which if attempted with their knowledge, 
they prevent. By means however of a finalf prelent, and on account of my living 
in a Perfian family, and going privately at night, I had always free accefs ; although 
Mr. Jones, a gentleman of the Buffora factory, then refilling at Shirauz, going one 
night, after he was undreffed, was informed by the keeper of the houfe, who under- 
ftood he was an European, that he muft drefs hitnfelf immediately, and quit the place; 
alleging in excufe, that if it was known he had admitted a Feringy, he lhould lofe both 
his cuftom and reputation, as the bath would thereby be deemed polluted. This is 
very remarkable, as I am informed that in Turkey it is quite the contrary, foreigners 
of all denominations being there allowed to ufe any of the baths whenever their incli- 
nations lead fhein. 

The Gul fceazee, or featuring of Rofes.'] During the fpring, the baths in Perfia are 

decorated in great finery, a cuftom diftingui/hed by the natives under the name of 
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Gul Reazee (or the Scattering of roles), from the vaft quantity of thofe flowers flawed 
in the* apartments ; this ceremony continues a week or ten days, during wjych tqpe the 
guefts are entertained with mufic, dancing, coffee, fherbet, &c. and the drHIing apart- 
ment is decked out with paintings, looking-glaffes, ftreamers, and other ornaments, at 
the expence of the mailer of the humaurn, who compliments his cuftorners on the 
occafion, though a fmall prefent is generally made by them to the mufician;. The 
baths are ujfed alternately by men and women every other day, but each fex generally 
ule them but once a week, or in every ten days at fartheft. 

The bath built by Kerim Khan is particularly beautiful ; it has for the outer apart- 
ment a large handfome odtagon, to which light is conveyed from the top ; on the fides 
are platforms of ftone, raifed three feet from the ground, each of which has a fquare 
refervoir of water, and a large fountain, which, by confhmtly playing in the centre of 
'the room, renders the place very cool and agreeable ; the fides are adorned with pictures 
and tapeftry ; the inner apartment is lined throughout with Tauris marble, and the 
dome and fides ornamented with the imitation of the lapis lazuli* To this bath none 
are admitted but thofe of a higher rank, it being chiefly ufed by the principal Khans, or 
officers of the army, and their families. 

Shah Chcraiig .3 In the centre of the city, adjoining to the mofque called Musjldi 
Nob aforementioned, is a building of a very large fize, which is called by the Perfians 
the Shah Cheraug, or the king’s lamp, and is confidered as a place of the greatelt 
fan&ity about Shirauz, being the maufeolum of the brother of one of their Imauins, or 
heads of the faith ; this place is of confiderable antiquity, nor is the cxaCl date of its 
foundation 4 * afeertained ; but by an extract I procured from the chronicles of the place, 
it appears to have been repaired by the celebrated Prince Azzud ad Dowlah Deilemee, 
of the family of Buyah, who was Ameer al Umrah to one of the Caliphs of the; houfe 
of Abbas, and was a Prince of great abilities, learning, and piety. He reigned in the 
fourth century of the Mahometan Hijra. ^ 

Having with great difficulty procured an extract from the chronicles of the place, 
which are kept in the mofque, I fhall here infert a tranflation of them ; and it will ap- 
pear by this extract, that the building was formerly magnificent, but is now going to 
ruin. The laft perfon who repaired it was Kerim Khan, who gave it a complete new 
covering, but fince his time it has been neglefted, and has fuftcred much by the rain 
and other accidents, owing to the very great age of the building ; how ever, there are 
Rt prefent fome of thelmaiirns Zadas, or descendants from their Imaums, refiding in it, 
who are fupported by what little remains of the former ample revenues of the place. 

Extraft from the Adfar Ahumudi , or Chronicles of the ' Shah Chercig , the Sepulchre of 

Ahutnud Ihn Mo Ufa. 

€C It is related, from the regiffer of moft rcfpe&able chronicles, that in the days of 
Sultaun Azzud ad Dowlah Deillemee, it v/as thus revealed to that Prince in a dream, 
that Meer Mahummed (the fon of the religious, chief of the tribe of the worfliippers of 
God, the mod learned of the holy orators, and prime head of the expounders of the 
Koran), as alfo Ahumud Ibn Afecf ad Deen Kube&r (chief of the fpeakers of truthfrand 
of thofe who praife the Deity), two perfons, who from purity of heart had become 
the fervtmts and guardians of this holy monument and^moft fanftified tomb, there 
retting from their labours, are interred. The Sultaun, therefore, was enjoined to go 
to their immediate defccnclants, that is to fay, Sheik Afeef ad Deen SStoi and Peer 
Shems ad Deen .who are both now alive, and that he ihould by their means be pointed 

it out 
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out the facred tomb, and from them receive inftru&ions for the rebuilding and beauti- 
fying the ecj^ice ; and as formerlyin the days of Sufout ad Deen, Mufauood, IbR Bedr 
ad Deen, this holy tomb, as well as that of Seiud Meer Mohammed Abudeen Moufa 
Ibn Jaafar (upon whom be peace!), and alfo that of Seiiid Allah ad Deen Hoffein Ibn 
Moufa Kafim (the blcffing of God be upon them !), had been re-built and beautified ; 
fo Ameer Sultan Azzud ad Dowlah Dcillemee, who is the Have of the pofterity of Ati, 
having been pointed out thefe things in a dream, fst forwards towards the holy place ; 
and as this had been revealed to him, fo it had alfo been revealed to the domellics ox 
the facred fepulchre of Sheick Afeef ad Deen Sfni and Peer Shems ad Deen : they, 
therefore, when the Sultaun arrived, informed him of what they had beheld ; arid he, 
agreeably to the command, came to the holy fepulchre, and ordered it to be opened ; 
which being done, it appeared by ineafurement that this tomb was fifteen yards in 
length, and ten yards in breadth ; and the facred curpfe was difeovered to the eyes of 
Sultaun Azzud ad Dowla, and thole who were with him, as well as to the grandfather 
of the author of the prefent work, who was on the fpot. Upon the tomb they per- 
ceived a lighted candle, fcerited with camphire ; and the body of that holy perfon 
appeared quite frefli and fwcet, as if but lately interred, vvliilfl from the blotted tomb 
there was emitted the feent of pure mu Ik and ambergris, and from the top of the dome 
the rays of a clear and bright light were reflected around. It is further related, in the 
Shirauz Nama, that Atta Beg Abu Bukir, the foil of Saad Zunkee, in the year of the 
I-lijra 446, added many apartments to this building, as alfo did, after him, the mod 
illuitrious lady Bebee Jam Khatoon, who was either the fecond or third benefaftreis 
to it. — The hiftory further obferves, that Sultaun Azzud ad Dowla, and thofe who 
were with him, perceived on the linger of the corpfe afeal ring, on which was engraved 
the following words : * Izzut Alla 1 a a la Ahumud Ibn Moufa : To God Almighty be 
glory ! Ahumud the fon of Moufa and, moreover, Sultaun Ameer Azzud ad 
Dowla drew this ring oil' the finger, when fuJdenly it became invifibie to him, and 
was on the finger of another in company, (but God knows who !) The Shirauz Nama 
alfo relates, that at this time Sultaun A'niecr Azzud ail Dowla was allliiled with a 
violent althma, and the moment lie entered the holy fepulchre, by virtue of that facred 
body, he became perfectly cured, without the fmallelt trace of his diforder remaining ; 
in acknowledgment of which great bleflhig, Sultaun Azzud ad Dowla determined on 
rebuilding and beautifying the facred tomb ; and thofe buildings which were to be feen 
in the days of Azzud ad Dowla, particularly the foundation of the prefent dome, the 
tower, the haraui, and the ornaments of the fepulchre, as well as the college adjoining 
to the court-yard, were all done by him. He alfo appointed fixed falaries for the 
domeftics of the place. The’ lady above mentioned, Bebee Jam Khatoon, was the 
filler of Sultaun Ilhaac, and not only a mod noble and illuitrious Princefs, but fo de- 
vout and refpcdablc as to be the pride and ornament of the Seljukian race : (may. the 
mercy of God be upon her!) She it was that rebuilt tire tower, and thofe apart- 
ments which are above the area, both above and below, as alfo the market-place ad- 
joining the Meidan *, the Uokara Khan a 1 , and the Alh Khan a j. The Pars Nama, 
thc^Jezam al Towareek, as well 9s the Shirauz Nama of Sheick Kuttob, and the 
Kitab Hizza Beiafin, all relate that the above noble character, Bebee Jaani Khatgon, 
appoihted fourteen parcels of arable land, with proper aqueducts for conveying water, 
the revenues of which were taken from the village of Meimoon, and other places in the 
neighbourhood of Shirauz, for the maintenance of this holy tomb.: fhejalfo made a 

* A fquaie. f The gallery for taufic. f The kitchen. 
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prefent of thirty volumes of the Koran, written in letters of gold (the work of Moulana 
Y ehc^ea) ; and there was written on the top of them, ‘ May the curfe of ^od ofertake 
thofe who prefume to lay hands on, or take away, thefe books.’ She even ordained, that, 
excepting the guardian of the fepulchre, none mould prefume to look into, or irteddle 
with the facred volumes ; nor fhould any have concern with the lands allotted for the 
fupport of the place, or the fervants or domeftics belonging to it, on any account 
whatever except him ; which ordinations were confirmed by all fucceeding Princes and 
great men who afterwards became benefactors to the tomb. It is further recorded, 
that Meer Hubeeb Allah, the flower of religious and holy men, and chief of the race 
of the Seiuds (defendants of Mahomed), the mod wife, the mod learned, and the 
inoft exalted of his age, the difpofer of benefices, and the performer of good actions, 
• who, in the reign of Shah Tehamafp al Hu (Ten al Hofseeni Behader Khan (whofe ha- 
bitation now is paradife), was chief magiftrate of the province of Pars, and guardian 
of the holy fepulchre, which he held by right of inheritance from his anceftors, who 
in regular fucceflion had enjoyed the office of Vizier in Perfia and guardian of this 
tomb, and voluntarily gave up all they pofiefl'ed in fupport of it ; for this reafon, there- 
fore, Meer Hubeeb Allah refolved on rc-bcautifying the building, in confequence of 
which the tower and the apartments, both above and below, as well as the body of the 
edifice, were by him adorned in the moil elegant manner, with curious gold enamelled 
work, in imitation of lapis lazuli, and other coftly materials, as well within the building 
as in the outer courts and offices ; and excepting the tomb of that illuflrious Prince and 
Imautn, Abul Huflun Ali, Ibn Mbufa al Rcza, the chief of the Imautns, (the bleffing 
of God be upon him !) who was brother to this Intaum, there was nothing in the four 
quarters of the world could equal it, for the quantity of ground allotted for its fupport, 
the ample falaries of the readers of the Koran, or for the expences of the Affi Khana, 
the Nokara Khana, the Muezzins # , its ornaments and buildings, all of which were 
renewed by this Meer Hubeeb Allah ; no mortal ever beholding its equal in beauty, 
magnificence, and fplendor.” 

The above is as literal a tranflation as the language would admit of, which is very 
obfeure and difficult in the original. 

The Tomb of Iltfiz.'] The tomb of the celebrated and defervedly admired Hafiz, 
one of the molt famous of the Perfian poets, (lands about two miles diftant from the 
city walls, on the north-eafl: fide, and neared the gate of Shah Meerza Hamza. Here 
the late Vakeel Kerim Khan has erefted a mod elegant ivan or hall, with apartments 
adjoining : this building is executed in the fame ftyle as the Dewan Khana, nor has 
any cod been fpared to render it agreeable : it (lands in the middle of a large garden j 
in front of the apartments is a (tone refervoir, in the * centre of which is a fountain. 
In the garden are many cyprefs-trees of extraordinary fize and beauty, as W'ell as of 
great antiquity : I take them to be the fame as thofe deferibed by Sir John Chardin. 
Under the (hade of thefe trees is the tomb of the poet Mahomed Shems ad Deen Hafiz, 
of fine white marble from Tauris, eight feet in length and four in breadth : this was 
built by order of Kerim Khan, and covers the original one : on the top and fides of 
the tomb are feledl pieces from the poet’s own works, mod beautifully cut in the Perfian 
Nudaleek character. During the fpring and dimmer feafons; the inhabitants vifit 
here, and amufe themfelves with fmoking, playing at chefs, and other games, reading 
alfo the works of Hafiz, who is in greater edeem with them than any other of their 4>octs; 
and they venerate him almoft to adoration, never (peaking of him but in the higheft 

Crier* for the purpofe of calling the people to prayer*, 
ft 
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terms of rapture and enthufiafm : a moft elegant copy of his works is kept upon the 
tomb for the Durpofe, and the infpe&ion of all who go there. The principal yoi|th of 
the city* afferirole here, and ftiew every poffible mark of refpeft for their favourite poet, 
making plentiful libations of the delicious wine of Shirauz to his memorv. Clofe by 
the garden runs the ftream of Roknabad, fo celebrated in the works of^ Hafiz ; this, 
however, is now dwindled into a fmall rivulet, which takes its fource from the moun- 
tains to the north-eaft. The water is clear and fwcet, and in that refpeft deferves the 
fame it has obtained ; it is held in great eftimation by modern Perfians, who attribute 
medicinal qualities to it ; but with what juftice I cannot determine. 

The following couplet, from the works of the poet, may fcrve to illulirate tile above 
paffagc : 

Boy 1 bring me the wine that remains ! for thou wilt not find in Paradife the fweet 
v. ** banks of our Roknabad, or the rofv bowers of Mofellay !” 

SIR WILLIAM JONES. 

Further, he obferves of Mofellay : 

k VJ ^aas 

“ From Jaafar Abad to the fweet bower of Mofellay, the morning gale cometh fcented 

“ with ambergris !” hafiz. 

Mofellhy.~\ This celebrated bower of Mofellay is fituated a quarter of a mile to the 
weftward of the tomb, but is entirely in ruins, no trace or veltige remaining of that 
pleafantnefs which you are taught to expefl: on pevufing the preceding couplet j yet one 
iday judge by the fituation, which is really a delightful one, being lofty, that it might 
formerly have been agreeable. At p relent the country round about is rugged and 
barren, and now ferves as a place for celebrating the Maiiomedan feftival of the Ide 
Korban, or the ceremonies which are obferved on that day, in commemoration of 
Abraham’s offering up his fon Ifaac, whom they call Ifhmael. 

A little to the northward of Hafiz’s tomb, is a magnificent building, called by 
the Perfians Heft Tun, or the Seven Bodies, on account of feven Dervifhes, or religious 
men, who coming from a great diftance to refide in this country, took up their abode 
on the fpot where the above building is ere&ed, and there remained until they all died, 
each burying the other fucceflWely, until the only lurvivor, who was interred by the 
neighbours upon this fpot, and in memory of which event Kerim Khan has erefted a 
beautiful hall, with adjoining apartments : this hall is twenty-feven feet by eighteen, 
and forty feet high ; one third of the height of the hall is lined with white marble from 
Tauris, and the reft and the deling are ornamented with blue and gold enamel : it is 
built on the fame plan as thofe of Hafiz and the Dewan Khana, and is really a noble 
building. It has alfo fome tolerable paintings, executed in the Perfian ftyle, amongft 
which is one of Abraham’s offering up his fon Ifaac, with the angel defeending ; and 
another of Mofes, when a boy, tending the flocks of his father-in-law Jethro. Over 
the doors of this hall are placed portraits of the two celebrated poets Hafiz and Sadi, 
done at* full length : that of Hafiz habited in the old Perfian drefs. He is painted 
with a frelh rofy complexion, and a very large pair of whifkers, and in the picture 

appears to be about fix-and-thirty years of age $ the other, of Sheick Sadi, is the figure 
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$f a venerable old man, with a long beard turned white by age, drefied in a flelif^taus 
dref#i with long flowing robes, in his right hand holding a Imall crooked M >n ft*ff, and 
in the other a charger of incenfe. Before the hall is a very handfome (lone refCrvofr, 
where the Perfians obferve their ablutions (enjoined by the Mahomedan laws) previous 
to their performing their devotions near the graves of the feven Dervilhes (each of 
Which have handfome tomb-flones over them), in a fpot of ground allotted for that 
purpofe. The garden confifts of two avenues of cyprefs trees, bounded by a high will, 
and there is a fine fpacious terrace on the top of this building, from whence you have 
an extenfive view of the city of Shirauz, and the adjoining country. To this place, as 
well as to the tomb of Hafiz, the Perfians frequently refort, and amufe theml'elves until 
evening, when they return to the city. 

Dil Gujha'ic.] On a parallel line with Heft Tun, about three quarters of a mile 
diftant, is the garden of Dil Gufhaie, fo called from the pleafantnel's of its fituation, 
fignifying in Perfian, heart expanding : it is fituated at the foot of a high mountain. 
Out of which ifl'ues a ftream of clear frefh water, for the reception of which there has 
been made a fucceflion of ftone bafons, fo fafhioned as to make the water fall down 
from one to the other, after the manner of a cafcade, and at about fixty paces diftant 
from each other ; thefe forming feparate falls, have a pleafmg effect to the eye. In 
the centre is a fummer-houfe, built of {tone, through which the water runs by means 
of a ftone channel : in this place the Perfians fit and amufe themfelves, fmoking and 
playing at games of chance, and regale themfelves with what they may have brought 
from the city. This garden is, upon the whole, extremely agreeable, the water clear 
and cold, and the air delightfully mild and refrefhing. 

The Tomb of Sadi, ] A mile to the caftward of l)il Gufhaie, is the tomb of the cele- 
brated Sheick Sadi aforementioned, fituated at the foot of the mountains that bound 
Shirauz to the N.E. and is a large fquare building, at the upper end of which are 
two alcoves, recedes in the wall ; that on the right hand is the tomb of Sheick, »juft 
in the ftafe it was in when he was buried, built of ftone, fix feet in length, and two and 
a half in breadth : on the fides of it are engraved many fentences in the old Nufkhi 
chara&er, relating to the poet and his works. Sadi flouriflied about five hundred and 
fifty years ago, and his works are held in great efteem amongft all the Eaftern nations 
for their morality, and for the excellent precepts they inculcate. On the top of the 
tomb is a covering of painted wood, black and gold, on which is an ode of the Shcick’s, 
written in the modern Nuftaleek character, and on removing this board is perceived 
the empty ftone coffin in which the Sheick was buried. This the religious, who come 
here, take care to ftrew with flowers, rofaries, and various rejics. On the top of the 
tomb is placed, for the infpeflion of all who vifit there, a-manufeript copy of the Sheick’s 
works, mod elegantly tranferibed. On the fide of the walls are many Perfian verfes, 
written by thofe who have at different times vifited the place. The building is now 
going to ruin, and unlefs repaired muft foon fall entirely to decay. It is much to be 
regretted, that the uncertain ftate of affairs in the country will not admit of any one’s 
being at the expence of repairing it. Men who are to-day in authority and power, 
are, perhaps, to-morrow feized on and dragged fo prifon ; nor can any one depend 
upon the fate of the enfuing day. Adjoining building are the graves of many 

religious men, who have been buried here at tfietr own requefts. 

A remarkable Channel."] A little to the left of this building, under ground, is a 
very remarkable channel, to which you defeend by a flight of feventy ftone fteps, and 
at tne bottom are furprifed at the fight of a handfome building, of an o£btftguIar*fofm, 
through which the channel runs. It is built entirely of ftope, which, although the 

. ' work 
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trofk of many ages paft, yet remains complete and perfeft. This the prefent Perfians 
fupesftitioMy attribute to its having been built with what they call Pool Helttill, or 
lawful moiwy, i. e. money not acquired by opprefiion and tyranny ; for they fay that 
fuch. buildings as have been eredted by tyrants foon moulder and fade away ; whilft* 
ort the contrary, the works of good and juft princes endure for ages unhurt. They 
have formed thefe opinions by attending to the tradition of the place, which they fay 
was built by a king of Perfia named Gemlheed, a prince famous in the Perfian hiftorv 
foir his piety and juftice, and the fame who built Perfepolis, he having firft, at a vaft 
expence and much labour, dug out a ftream of water from the adjacent mountains, 
which was conveyed by an aquedudt to this well, from whence it flows through a ftone 
channel formed under ground, about two feet in breadth, and fupplies all the places 
adjoining to Shirauz with excellent water. 1’he prefent natives attribute great virtues 
to the fuppofed properties of this water, and are fond of bathing in it. On the fides 
of this building are recedes and alcoves, where thofe who vifit it fit and finoke, and 
find it perfectly cool and refrefliing, even in the hotteft day of fummer. Sir John 
Chardin mentions a fountain near the tomb of Sadi, in which, he fays, were filh con- 
fecrated to the Sheick ; but as there are no figns of any thing at prefent remaining 
fimilar to his defcription, I think it is probable he meant the above-mentioned channel, 
in which are caught abundance of very fine filh. This place, though it may not be 
of the date tradition mentions, yet certainly bears marks of very great antiquity ; and 
as fuch is an objedt worthy the attention of a ftranger, which induced me to inlert the 
above defcription. 

A quarter of a mile to the northward of the gate Shaah Meerza Hamza, is a large 
odtagon building, in the infide of which is the tomb of Abdurraheem Khan, the fecond 
fon of the late Vakeel Kerim Khan, who died in the 1 2th year of his age. This tomb 
is eight feet in length, and three in breadth, Handing in the centre of the room, co- 
vered with a piece o. brocade ; it is of very fine marble from Tauris, elegantly gilt : 
on the top and fides are infcriptions in the Perfian language, well cut, in the Nuftaleek 
character, and the room has a beautiful dome, with the cupola and fides ornamented 
with. blue and gold enamelled work, imitative of China-ware. The Perfians excel all 
the Eaftern nations in this kind of enamel ; and what makes it fo pleafing to the eye, 
is the brightnefs of the colours, which far exceed, in their livelinefs, any thing that 
can be done in Europe ; and I think are equal to thofe produced in China. 

Kerim Khan, amongft other beneficial works during his lifetime,, built feveral 
fummer-houfes in the neighbourhood of Shirauz. The gardens in which they are 
placed are laid out in an agreeable ftyle, though quite different to our ideas of the 
beauties of gardening ; they .con fill generally of long (trait plantations of fycamore 
and cyprefs trees, planted regularly on each fide the walk, in form of avenues, and 
have parterres of flowers in the centre, with ftone fountains in different parts of the 
garden, which add much to the ooolnefs and beauty of them. On the fide of the 
walls are ere&ed fcaffoldings of wood, covered over at top with thin laths, on which 
the grape vines grow, and form pleafant arbours. Indeed this truly great man well 
defgrved his good fortune, as he fpent the bed part of his life in adorning Shirauz, 
which he confidered his chief qjjty jsjjjf refidence, with every thing that could make it 
comfortable and agreeable to his fitfejecls ; a circuinftance the Perfians have been more 
fenfible of fince his death : nor is his name ever mentioned by them, efpc’cially the 
middling and lower claTs of people, but in terms expreffive of the highcft gratitude 
amtefteem. 
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As the religion of the Perfians is known to be Mahomedan, and as very good ac- 
counts have already been given of it, I (hall touch but lightly on the fubjeft ; but as 
th^y are of the feet of the Sheias, or followers of Ali, forae of their cuftoms, as well 
religious as civil, may probably differ from thofe of the Turks, who are of the fed of 
the Sunnies, or followers of Omar. 1 {hall therefore make a faw remarks on what I 
think moft worthy of obfervation in each of them : and firft refpetting their . mar- 
riages. 

Marriages of the Pa fans.'] When the parents of a young man have determined 
upon marrying him, they look out amongft their kindred and acquaintance for a fuit- 
able match ; in which having fucceeded, the lather or mother of the young man, or 
fometimes his filler, alterable a number of their friends, and go to the houfe where the 
perfon they intend to demand lives : being arrived, a converfation takes place, in which 
the bufinefs is opened and the match propofed. If the father of the woman is con- 
tented with the propol'als, lie immediately orders fweetmeats to be brought in, which 
is taken its a direct lign of compliance ; and the company for that time take leave. 
Some days after, the females of the family of the man affemble at the houfe of the 
intended bride, where the terms of marriage are fettled, and the ufual prelents on the 
part of the bridegroom are promifed. Thele, if the perfon be in middling circum- 
flances, generally confift of two complete fuits of apparel of the beft fort, a ring, a 
looking-glafs, and a fmall fum in ready money of about ten or twelve tomans, which 
fum is denominated Mehr u Kaween, or the marriage-portion, it being given for the 
exprefs purpofe of providing for the wife in cafe of a divorce. There is alfo provided 
a quantity of houlhold Hull' of all forts, fuch as carpets, mats, bedding, utenfils for 
dreffmg victuals, &c. After this a writing or contract is drawn up, in the prefence of, 
and witneffed by, the Cadi, or magiftrate, or in his abfence by an akhund, or prieft : 
this writing the Perfians call Akud Bundec, or the binding contrail, in which the father 
of the bride fets forth, that on fuch a day, in fuch a year, he has given his daughter 
in marriage to the fon of fuch a perfon (mentioning the name of the bridegroom and 
his father), who alfo on his part enumerates the different prelents he makes in his fon’s 
name to the bride, as well as the ftipulated money called Mehr u Kaween. .This 
writing is figned and fealed by both parties, as well as the Cadi and the Mullah, and is 
depofited in the hands of the bride’s father, where it always ferves as a record, in cafe 
of a divorce, to enforce the fulfilling of the marriage-articles : for on this occafion the 
hulband is obliged to make good the contract, even to the minutelt agreement, before 
the divorce can be complete. When this ceremony is finilhed, the marriage by the 
Mahomedan law is deemed perfect. It is, however, obfervable that portions are never 

f iven with daughters in Perfia, as is the cultom in Europe, and in moll places of the 
laft. Nothing now remains but to celebrate the wedding, and this is generally per- 
formed on the fccond or third day after ligning the contrail, in the following manner : 
the night before the wedding, the friends and relations of the bride affemble at her 
houfe, attended by mufic, dancing girls, and other ligns of fellivity. This night is dif- 
dnguilhed by the appellation of Sheb Iiinna Bundce, or the night in which the hands 
and feet of the bride are ftained with the herb of hinna, well known all over the Eaft. 
Previous to the ceremony, a large quantity of this herb is lent by the bridegroom to 
the houfe of the bride ; and on the day of ftaining fhe is firft conveyed to the bath, 
where having bathed, flie is brought back to her own houfe ; after which they ftaiin her 
hands and feet, at the fame time painting her eyebrows and forehead with antimony 
powder called furraa: when this is finilhed, they fend back what remains of the herb 
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to the houfe of the bridegroom, where the like operation is performed upon him by 
his friends. ^ The wedding night being come, the friends both of the bride and bride- 
groom, men and women, aflemble at the houfe of the bride, in order to carry her to 
that of her future hufband : they are attended by all forts of mufic, fingers, and danc- 
ing girls, and all are drefled in their fmarted apparel, each of the women having on a 
veil of red lilk. The prefents which the bridegroom has made, are all put into trays 
covered with red filk, which are carried on men’s Ihoulders. After waiting at the 
door fome time, the bride is brought forth, covered from head to foot in a veil of red 
filk, or painted muflin ; a horfc is then presented for her to mount, which is fent 
thither cxprefsly by the bridegroom ; and when the is mounted, a large looldng-glafs 
is held before her by one of the bride-maids, all the way to the houfe of her huiband, 
as an admonition to her, that it is the lad time file will look into a glafs as a virgin, 
being now' about to enter into the cares of the married date. The pro cedi on then fets 
forward in the following order : — fird, the mufic and dancing girls ; after w'hich the 
prefents, in trays borne upon men’s Ihoulders ; next come the relations and friends of 
the bridegroom, all (homing and making a great noile ; who are followed by the 
bride herlelf, furrounded by all her female friends and relations, one of w'hom leads 
the horfe by the bridle ; and leveral others on horfeback clofe the proceflion. Being 
arrived at the houfe of the bridegroom, they are met at the door by the father and 
mother, and from thence are concluded up flairs : the bride then enters the room* 
The bridegroom, who is at the upper end, makes a low' obeifance ; and prefently after, 
coming clofe up to his bride, takes her up into bis arms and embraces her* Soon 
after they retire into a private chamber ; and, on their return to the company. It cauf s 
great rejoicings. They then all fit down to fupper in feparate apartments, the men 
eating with the bridegroom in one room, and the women with the bride in another } 
it being quite contrary to cudom for the women to eat in company with the men on 
this occafion. The wedding-fupper is prolonged to a late hour in the night, with 
cheerfulnefs and feflive mirth. 

Rejoicings in Perfia for a wedding generally continue eight 01* tell days. If, after 
marriage, a man fhould be difeontented with his wife (which is fometimes the cafe in 
this as in other countries), he is at liberty to divorce her } a man, by the Mahomedan 
law, being always enabled to put his wife away at diferetion : this is performed by 
giving her every thing he had promifed her previous to marriage, and by re-demanding 
the contract of his wife’s relations* The ceremony of divorce is called by the Perfians 
Tellaak. If again, after the divorce, the hufband fhould be inclined to take his wife 
back, he is at liberty fo to do, and this for three times fucceflively ; and when it fo hap-» 
pens, the contract mud be renewed each time : but after the third time he is exprefsly 
forbidden to re-marry the fame woman. I have heard a dory of the woman’s being 
obliged fird to be married, then bedded, and afterwards divorced by another man, 
before her fird hufband can re-marry her ; but I never could meet with an indance of 
it In Perfia, or ever knew of any cudom of that kind prevalent in the country, although 
I made frequent enquiries concerning it. It feldom happens that a man, who is once 
divorced from his wife, is inclined to take her back again ; thofe who do fo being in 
little edimation with their neighbours i and with refpeft to the number of wives a man 
has, «lthough by the Mahomedan law he is certainly allowed as many as he is able to 
maintain, yet in general, Rtnongd the Perfians, that perfon is mod edeemed who attaches 
himfelf to one. 

Gbntra&s of marriage in Perfia, as well as in many other places in the Ead, are 
often made between families at a very early period j and although confummation does 

k k 2 not 



35* franc klin’s tour from bfncal to Persia, 

not take place till many years after, yet the woman contracted cannot divorce herfel$» 
or be abfolved from the contraft, unlefs by the confent of her betrothed hgfband, ex- 
cept on forfeiture of a confiderable fum of money. The fame is alfo binding on the 
part of the man. 

A widow in Perfia is obliged to wait four months, after the death of her hufband, 
before Ihe is permitted by law to marry again $ but the concubine of a perfon deceafed' 
may go to another as foon as Ihe pleafes. 

Cbrijlenings or naming of Children in Perfia. ] At the chriftening, or rather naming" 
of children in Perfia, the following ceremony is obferved : the third or fourth day 
after the child is born, the friends and relations of the woman who has lain in affemble 
at her houfe, attended by mufic and dancing-girls, hired for the occafion ; after play- 
'ing and dancing fome time, a Mullah, or pried, is introduced, who, taking the child in 
his arms, demands of the mother what name Ihe chufes the infant fhould be called by ; 
being told, he begins praying, after a fhort time applies his mouth clofe to the child’s 
ear, and tells him diftin&ly three times (calling him by name) to remember and be- 
obedient to his father and mother ; to venerate his Koran and his Prophet ; to abftain 
from thofe things which are unlawful, and to prattife thofe things which are good and 
virtuous. Having repeated the Mahomedan profeflion of faith, he then re-delivers the 
child to his mother ; after which the company are entertained with lweetmeats and other 
refrefhments, a part of which the females prefent always take care to carry away in 
their pockets, believing it to be the infallible means of their having offspring themfelves. 
The ceremony of the Sunnut, or circumcifion, in Perfia, is generally performed during 
the Chehula, or fpace of forty days from the birth of the child ; as within that period 
it is lefs dangerous than at a more advanced age. Some there are, however, who do- 
not undergo the operation until the expiration of feven or eight years ; but it is abfo- 
lutely neceffary that it fhould take place before the age of fourteen, as after that time it 
is deemed unlawful ; on this occafion the parents of the child invite their relations and 
friends to an entertainment. The operation is performed after the Jewifh ritual, and in 
the manner pra&ifed by the Muffulmans of India. 

With great men this ceremony is uncommonly fplendid. During my refidence at 
Shirauz, I had an opportunity of being an eye-witnefs to the rejoicings made by the in- 
habitants in honour of the fon of Jaafar Khan, who, on the 27th of April 1787, had the 
ceremony performed upon him. 

Fejlival of the Cbcraugoonsf On the 20th, great preparations having previoufly 
been made, all the bazars in Shirauz were fplendidly illuminated, particularly the 
grand bazar, which was adorned throughout with luftres of party-coloured lamps, 
fufpended from the roof about half way down : the (hops of the merchants on each 
fide were dreffed out in great finery, with filver paper, rich hangings, &c. ; the walls 
on each fide, to a confiderable height, covered with tapeftry, lookmg-glaffes, and many 
paintings, done in the Perfian ftyle, moft of them representing the ancient Kings of 
Perfia and India, in the different dreffes of their refpeftive countries ; as well as defigns 
taken from their moft admired poets. Bands of mufic, and dancing women, were 
conftantly performing night and day, throughout the different bazars, on fcaffoldings 
erefted for the-purpofe ; and the whole was a feene of feftivity for feven days and as 
many nights. Among feveral ingenious things obfervable on this occafion, the*fight 
presented at the Juba KMna, or the Khan’s arfenal, was moll: worthy of notices In 
the centre of this building the armourers had fufpended in the air a brafs mo rtar of ; 
800 cwt. by fome hidden means, as nothing appeared to fupport it, either above or 
below i the only vifiblc thing being a number of coloured bottles flicking to it, as if 
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fo keep it buoyant in the atmofphere. I was told, however, that it was effected by 
means of a 'wii'fe paffed from the roof of the place to the mouth of the mortar ; but 
not being vifible to the fpe&ators, it gave a very ingenious effefh The decoration* 
on this occafion colt the fhop-keepers ancLtradefmen confiderable fums, as, befides the 
expences of the illuminations, they were obliged to make a handfome peilhculh, or 
prefent, to the Khan and his fon, who alfo on this occafion gave a grand entertainment 
in the citadel, to which the principal men in the city were invited ; and the whole was 
concluded by a magnificent difplay of fireworks. 

The funerals ef the Perftans.~\ The funerals of the Perfians are conduced in a 
fimilar manner to thofe in other Mahomedan countries. On the death of a Mufful- 
man, the relations and friends of the deceafed being affembled, make loud lamentations 
over the corpfe ; after which it is wafhed and laid out on a bier, and carried to the 
place of interment without the city walls, attended by a Mullah, or prieft, who chants 
paffages from the Koriin all the way to the grave. If any Muffulman fhould chance 
to meet the corpfe during the procefiion, he is obliged, by the precepts of his religion, 
to run up to the bier, and offer his affiftance in carrying it to the grave, crying out at 
the fame time. Lab Illdh III L'tlldh ! “ There is no God but God.” After inter- 

ment, the relations of the deceafed return home, and the women of the family make a 
mixture of wheat, honey, and lpices, which they eat in memory of the deceafed, fend- 
ing a parr of it to their friends and acquaintance, that they alfo may pay him a like 
honour. — This cuftom feems to be derived from very great antiquity, as we read in 
Homer of facrifices and libations being frequently made to the memory of departed fouls. 

Price of Blood. The Perfians are very ftridt in refpeft to the price of blood, or lex 
talionis , this being laid down and authorifed as a pofitive command in the Koran ; it is 
called Deiut. At Shirauz, if a man murders another perfon, he is obliged to pay a Deiut, 
either in money or goods, to the value of 800 piaftres, which is to be received by the 
relations of the deceafed ; but if this is not agreed to, and the relations infill upon it 
(the acceptance being entirely optional), the murderer is to be delivered up to the 
nearefl of kindred to the perfon flain, and is by them put to death : but (hould it fo 
happen that the murderer efcapes, the two families are at perpetual variance, until 
full fatisfedlion be made, cither by paying the price of blood, as related, or apprehend- 
ing the murderer, and furrendering him, a circumftance often attended with very 
bloody confequences. There is yet, however, another mode of compromife, and to 
which, in one inftance, I was an eye-witnefs ; which is, the relations of the murderer 
giving in marriage a daughter, or niece, to the fon of the deceafed, as the price of 
blood ; and when this is the cafe, the two families becoming one, the reconciliation is 
always complete. 

The Management of the Police at Shirauz."] The police in Shirauz, as well as all over 
Perfia, is very good. As before obferved, at funfet the gates of city are fhut ; no 
perfon whatever is permitted either to come in or go out during the night ; the keys 
of the different gates being always fent to the Hakim or governor, and remaining with 
him until morning. During the night, three tiblas, or drums, are beaten at three 
different times ; tne firft at eight o’clock, the fecond at nine, and the third at half paft 
ten. After the third tibia has founded, all perfons whatfoever found in the ftreets by 
the D&oga, or judge of the police, or by any of his peddle, are inftantly taken .up, and 
conveyed to a place of confinement, where they are detained until next morning, when 
they are carried before the Hakim ; and if they cannot give a very good account of 
themfelves, are punilhed, either by the baftinado, or a fine. 


Sheick 
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Sheick al Sellaum, or the Head of the Faith. Civil matters are all determined by the 
Cazi, and ecclefiaftical ones (particularly divorces) by the Sheick al Sellaum, or head 
of the faith ; an office anfwering to that of Mufti in Turkey. Juftice is carried on in 
Perfia in a very futmuary manner ; the fenteoce, whatever it may be, being always put 
into execution on the fpot. Theft is generally puniihed with the lofs of nofe and ears : 
robbing on the road, by ripping up the belly of the criminal, iti which (filiation he is 
expofed upon a gibbet in oncol the moll public parts of the city, and there left until he 
expires in torment ; a dreadful punifhmcnt, but in the end extremely falutary, as the 
fight defers others from committing the fame crime, anil renders robberies in Perlia very 
uncommon. The punilhments in this country are fo varied and cruel, that humanity 
fhudders at the- thought ; and the happy Knglilhman, viewing them, blefl’es himfelf 
that he is born in the arms of freedom and liberty, where property is not only facred, 
but juftice adminiftered with mercy ! 

The Fajl of Ramazan. ] The Perfians obferve the fall during the month of Ramazan 
(the ninth month of the Mahomedan year) with great ftritlnefs and feverity. About 
an hour before daylight, they eat a meal which is called Sehre, and from that time until 
the next evening at funfet, they neither eat nor drink of any thing whatever. It is even 
fo very rigid, that if iti the courfe of the day the linoke of a calean, or the finallefl 
drop of water reaches their lips, the fa ft is in conl'equence deemed broken, and of no 
avail. From funfet until the next morning they are allowed to refrelh themfelves. 
This fall, when the month Ramazan falls in the middle of fummer, as it fometimes 
mull do (the Mahomedan year being lunar), is extremely levere, efpecially to thofe 
who are obliged by their occupations to go about during the day-time, and is rendered 
flill more fo, as there are alfo feveral nights during its exiftence, which they are en- 
joined to fpend in prayer. The Perfians particularly obferve two ; the one being that 
tn which their prophet Ali died, from a wound which he received from the hands of an 
alfaflin three days before ; which night is the 2 ill of Ramazan, the day of which is 
called by the natives Ye6m al Kutul, or the day of murder 5 the other is the night of 
the 23d, in which they affirm that the Koran was brought down from heaven by the 
angel Gabriel, and delivered to their prophet Mahomed ; wherefore it is denominated 
Lailut ul Kudur, or the night of power. The firll of thefe nights the Turks and others 
of the feel of the Sunnies do not obferve, and the latter they keep on the night of the 
27th ; but both nights are fpent by the Perfians entirely in prayer j befides which, the 
moll religious men generally allot a part of each day in the month for the purpofe of 
reading the Koran. From this fall, women under particular circumftances relative to 
their fex, very old perfons, the fick, and children under the age of fourteen, are ex- 
empted ; every other perfon is ctfjoined to keep it, as abfolutely neceflary to falvation. 
Travellers alfo, during this month (when on actual journey), are exempted from ob- 
ferving the fall ; but in lieu thereof are obliged, on their return home, to faft an equal 
number of days in another month : though the Perfians fay, that one day's fall in 
the month of Ramazan is more acceptable to God than all the remainder of the year 
put together. This month, by way of eminence, is ftyled by the Mahomedans Al 
Mubarik, or the bleffed : and they affirm that whatever Muffultnans die during ft, will 
mofl affuredly enter into paradife ; as they believe the gates of heaven are then open by 
the command of God. Peopl#of a religious turn of mind begin this fall feven fir eight 
days before Ramazan, and fome continue it as many more during the fucceeding month. 

hbuwaid.-] The Ide of Ramazan, or ill of Shuwafil, is not obferved here as in 
Turkey, with any particular folemnity. 


The 
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The Feftival of the Ide Korban .] The 23d of September, which this year happened 
on the 10th of the Mahomedan month Zul al Huj, A. H. 1201, is kept inPerfia as a 
grand feftival, and was celebrated at Shirauz with extraordinary rejoicings ; it is called 
by the Perfians Ide Korban, or the feftival of facrifice ; being the fame, they fay, as 
that in which Abraham offered up his l'on Ifaac, whom they call Ifmaei. A few days 
previous to its commencement, each family takes care to purchafe a fine fat fheep, 
which they defign for the facrifice, diftinguifhed by the name of Gofefund Korban, or 
the -fheep of facrifice ; this fheep they take great care of, and he muft be without fpot 
or blemifh, in order to reprefent the purity of Ifaac. The day being come, they adorn 
the victim with ribbands, beads, and other finery ; alfo ftaining his face, feet, and 
different parts of his body with the herb hinna. The neighbours reciprocally vifit 
each other, and exchange the wifh of a happy ide, or feftival. Their mode of faluta- 
tion is Ide Sbuma Mubdrik bajhcJ ! “ May your feftival be fortunate !’* The victim 

being flain, they fend the different parts of him as prefents to their friends and to the 
poor. Some, indeed, do not rcferve any part for themfelves ; but every Muffulman Is 
enjoined by his religion to give a part of what he kills that day to the indigent, who 
generally find means to make a comfortable meal. The day is fpent in the uttnoft 
feftivity. Among thofe of higher rank, the following ceremonies are obferved : the 
Khan, or in his abfence the Beglerbeg, goes in procefiion to the place of facrifice, which 
is without the city, and is called the Korban Gall. A favourite camel, chofen for the 
occafion, is led forth, which is drafted out in great finery, and is confidered as facred. 
On their arrival at the place, the Khan firft ftrikes a lance into the breaft of the animal, 
and the crowd are permitted to rulh in, by which he is prefently cut into a thoufand 
pieces ; and happy in their eftimation is the perfon who can procure the leaft portion 
of him, as they look upon it a great bleffmg, and an infallible omen of future good 
fortune. The procefiion returns to the city, where a fcaffolding is erected before the 
palace, and the people are entertained with rope-dancing, fingers (male and female), 
tumblers, ram- fighting, and other diverfions until evening. The Perfians, on this 
occafion, have all of them by heart an ode made for the day, which they repeat as they 
walk the ftreets ; and cheerfulnefs, with contentment, fits on every countenance. As 
I lived in a native family, 1 thought it proper on this occafion to make aprefent to it of 
a fheep for the facrifice, by which I alfordcd great fatisfaftion ; and we fpent the day 
in high mirth. Indeed I attributed my own comfortable fituation, during my refidence 
in Perfia, principally to my ready and general compliance with all their manners and 
cuftoms ; a practice I would advil'e every traveller, who willies to live agreeably in a 
ftrange country, to obferve ; experiencing myfelf the benefit of it in fo ample a manner. 

Ide Kudeer. j The 30th of September, being the 17th of Zu al Huj, is alfo obferved 
here as a feftival, and is called Ide Kudeer, or the feftival of fate, being, according to 
the Perfians, the day in which their prophet Mahomet bequeathed the caliphat to Ali 
his fon-in-law, nine days before he died ; but this is denied by the Turks and others 
of the feft of the Sunnies, and has been the caufc of much anirnofity and bloodfhed. 

The Fruits of Shirauz.^ No place in the world produces the necefl'aries of life in 
greatev abundance and perfection than Shirauz ; nor is there a more delightful fpot in 
nature to be conceived, than the vale in which it is fituated, either for the falubrity of 
the air,» or for the profufion of every thing necefiary to render life comfortable and 
agreeable. The fields yiejd plenty of rice, wheat, and barley, which they generally 
begin tef reap in the month of May, and by the middle of July the harveft is completed. 
Moft of the European fruits are produced here, and many of them are fuperior in fize 
and flavour to what can be raifed in Europe, particularly the apricot and grape. Of 
* 10 the 



356 FRANCKLIn’s TOUR VROM BENGAL TO PERSIA. 

the grape of Shirauz there are feveral forts, all of them very good, but two $r three 
more particularly fo than the reft ; one is the large white grape, called Reefh Baba, 
without feed, which is extremely luscious and agreeable to the tafte ; the fmall white 
grape, called Alkeri, alfo without feed, and as fweet as fugar ; the black grape, of which 
the celebrated wine of Shirauz is made. This wine is pi-efled by the Armenians and 
Jews, in the months of October and November, and a vaft deal is exported annually 
to Abu Shehr, and other parts in the Perfian Gulph, for the fupply of the India mar- 
ket. The wine of Shirauz is really delicious, and well deferving of praife ; fo much 
fo, that people who have drank it for a fpace of time feldom care for any other, though 
at the firft tafte it is rather unpleafant to an European. They have another kind of large 
red grape, called Sahibi, the bunches of which weigh feven or eight pounds each : it 
is fharp and rough to the tafte, and makes vinegar of a very fuperior quality. The 
cherries here are but indifferent ; but apples, pears, melons, peaches, quinces, nectar- 
ines, and the gage plums, are all very good, and in the greateft plenty. The pome- 
granate is good to a proverb ; the Perfians call it the fruit of paradife. 

Breed of Horfes.] The breed of horfes in the province of Fars is at prefent very 
indifferent, owmg to the ruinous ftate of the country ; but in the province of Dufhtif- 
taan, lying to the fouth-weft, it is remarkably good. The fheep are of a fuperior 
flavour, owing to the excellence of the pafturage in the neighbourhood of Shirauz, 
and are alfo celebrated for the finenefs of their fleece : they have tails of an extraordinary 
Jize, fotne of which I have feen weigh upwards of thirty pounds ; but thofe which are 
fold in the markets do not weigh above fix or feven. Their oxen are large and ftrong, 
but their flefh is feldom eaten by the natives, who confine themfelves chiefly to that qf 
fheep and fowls. Provifions of all kinds are very cheap ; and the neighbouring moun- 
tains affording an ample fupply of fnow throughout the year, the ineaneft artificer of 
Shirauz may have his water and fruits cooled without any expence worthy his confidera- 
tion : this fnow being gathered on the tops of the mountains, and brought in carts to 
the city, is fold in the markets. The price of provifions is regulated at Shirauz with 
the greateft exa&nefs, by the Daroga, or judge of the police, who fets a fixed price upon 
every article, and no fhop-keeper dares to demand more, under the fevere penalty of 
lofing his nofe and ears ; fuch being the punifhment attached to a crime of this nature ; 
by which means the pooreft inhabitants are effectually fecured from impofition, in fo 
capital an article as the neceflaries of life. 

Manufactures end Trade . Manufactures and trade are at prefent greatly decayed 
in Perfia, the people having had no interval of peace to recover themfelves fince the 
death of Kerim Khan to the prefent period : but if a regular and permanent govern- 
ment were once again eftablifhed, there is little doubt but they would flourifh, as the 
Perfians are very ingenious, of quick capacities, and ev“en the lower clafs of artificers 
are induftrious and diligent. They work in filligree and ivory remarkably well, and 
are good turners. They have at Shirauz a glafs manufactory, where they caft very 
good glafs, of which great quantities are exported to different parts of Perfia ; by which 
the manufacturers acquire confiderable profit. Moft of the woollen goods, filks, and 
worked linens, are brought from Yezd and Carmania, from both of which <places 
they alfo export felts and carpets. A great quantity of copper is produced from 
Tauris, and other of the more northern parts of Perfia. K6m is remarkable for excel- 
lent fword'blades ; but at prefent all - trade with Europeans^ is ftopped ; and the ftate 
of the country does not promife a fpeedy return of it. India goods are iihported 
chiefly from Abu Shehr. In matters of trade amongft the natives, thq whole is under 
the regulation of the caloonter, or town-clerk, who regulates the duties to be paid to 
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the Is^ianoa *21 -import*: ffj&is fometkaes execute&with afeverity which leave* the 
Wjijtlrf This office*’ has an apartment in ‘the 
grand ^ or his affiftantrefides, Who is Called the Gooth ItolSk, 

orcuftonvftuifter, anti is always prefect on’ the arrival of a earavan. All good&are 
openedhere, even to the meaneft article, and a doty is exa&ed upon every thing foreign. 
This office affords a field for great knavery, which I doubt not is often pracfifed, as I 
have frequently heard the merchants complain of the oppreffive difpofition of the pre- 
fent fuperintendant with much acrimony: this proceeding cannot, however, be pre- 
fumed to have the fan&ion of the Khan, as it is moft probable he is Often defrauded 
without its coming to his knowledge; for a perfon deluded in the practice of thefe 
tricks would unqueftionably fuffer death. 

The climate of Shirauz.2 The climate of Shirauz is one of the moft agreeable in 
the world, t|je extremes of heat and cold being feldom felt. During the fpring of the 
year the face of the Country appears uncommonly beautiful. The flowers, of which 
they have a great variety, and of the brighteft hues, the fragrant fierbs, ftrubs, and 
plants, the rofe, the fweet bafil, and the myrtle, all here contribute to refrelh and per- 
fume the natural tnildhefs o'f the air. The nightingale of the garden (called, by the 
Perfians boolbul hezar dartaan), the goldfinch, and the linnet, by their melodious 
warblings, at this delightful feafon of the year, ferve to add to the fatisfa&ion of the 
mind, and to infpire it with the moft pleafing ideas. The beauties of nature are here 
depicted in their fulleft extent; the natural hiftorian and the botanift would here 
meet with ample fcope for purfuing their favourite inveftigations. With fuch advan- 
, tages-added to the falubrity of the air, how can it be pondered at, that the inhabitants 

ohirauz fhould fo confidently aflert the pre-eminence of their own city to any other 
In the world ? or that fuch beauties fhould fail of calling forth the poetical exertions 
of a H&fiz, a Sadi^or a Janii ? Their mornings and evenings are cool, but the middle 
of the day is very pleafant. In fummer the thermometer feldom rifes above feventy- 
three in tne day-time, and at night it generally finks as low as fixty-two. The autumn 
is the worft feafon of the year, that being the time when the rains begin to fall, add 
during the autumnal months it is confxdered by natives as the moft unhealthy ; colds, 
fluxes, and fevers being very general. In winter a vaft deal of fnow falls, and very 
thick, but ice is rarely to be found, except on the fumjmits of the mountains, or towards 
Ifpahan, and the more northern parts of Perfia. One thing, which is moft to be 
efteemed m this country, and renders it preferable to any other part of the world, is 
their nights, which are always clear and bright, and the dew that in moft places is of 
fo penurious and dangerous a nature, is not of the Ieaft ill confequence here : there 
is none at all in fummer, and in the other feafons it is of fuch a nature, that if the 


brighteft fcimitar fhould be expofed to it all the night, it would not receive the leaft 
ruff ; a circumftapce I have myfelf experienced. This drynefs in the air caufes their 
buildings to lift a great while, and is undoubtedly one of the principal reafons that the 
celebrated ruins orrerfepolis have endured for fo many ages, and comparatively fpeak- 
ing, in fo perfeft a ftate ; that place being fituated in much fuch another vjftley^i$ 
Smrauz,land but two days’ journey from thence. The nights in Perfia, and 'mphtf 
ticularly in the fouthern parts of it are moft excellently adapted for the faience of aftro- 
nomy^ being of extraordinary brightnefs, and far preferable in that pqin|ti(jt^wptt I 
have obfearved in any country in which it has been my fortune to'-toB&i r 

SUgfit account of the character of the modern Perjums.T fey i&f 
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thing of mb ehara&er of the modem Perfians; I am fehfible of tKef difficulty of the un- 
dertaking; from my bong fo fhort a time amongft them. An acquaintance with the 
' vol. ix. l i, real 
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real chara&er of a people is only capable of being attained by a very long refidence f 
yet as, during my ftay in Perfia, from the fituation- 1 was placed in, by living in a 
native family, I had an opportunity of feeing more of the nature anddilpofition of the 
middling fort of people, and their manners and cuftoms, than perhaps has fallen to the 
lot of ittoft travellers, I am induced to give the few obfervauons I made during that 
period. The Perfians, with refpeft to outward behaviour, are certainly the Parisians 
of the Eaft. Whilll a rude and infolent demeanour peculiarly marks the chara&er of 
rite Turkifh nation towards foreigners and Chriftians, the behaviour of the Perfians 
would, on the contrary, do honour to the mod civilized nations : they are kind, 
courteous, civil, and obliging to all ftrangers, without being guided by thoie religious 
prejudices fo very prevalent in every other Mahomedan nation ; they are fond of en- 
quiring after the manners and cuftoms of Europe ; and, in return, very readily afford 
any information in refpeft to their own country. The practice. of hofpitality is with 
them fo grand a point, that a man thinks himfelf highly honoured if you will enter 
lus houfe and partake of what the family affords ; whereas going out of a houfe, 
.without fmoking a calean, or taking any other refrefhment, is deemed, in Perfia, a 
high affront ; they fay that every meal a ftranger partakes with them brings a blefling 
upon the houfe : to account for this, we mult underftand it as a pledge of faith and 
protection, when we confider that the continual wars in which this country has been 
involved, with very little ceffation, fince the extinction of the Sefi family, have greatly 
tended to an univerfal depravity of difpofition, and a perpetual inclination to a£ts of 
hoftility. This has lelfened that foftnefs and urbanity of manners for which this 
nation has been at all former times fo famous j and has at the fame time too much 
extinguifhed all fentiments of honour and humanity amongft thofe of higher rank. 

The Perfians, in their converfation, ufe fuch extravagant and hyperbolical compli- 
ments on the moft trifling occafions, that it would at firft infpire a ftranger with an 
idea, that every inhabitant of the place was willing to lay down his life, Ihed his blood, 
or fpend his money in his fervice ; and this mode of addrefs (which in fad means 
nothing) is obferved not only by thofe of a higher rank, but even amongft the 
ineaneft artificers, the loweft of which will make no fcruple, on your arrival, of 
offering you the city of Shirauz and all its appurtenances, as a peifhkufh or prefent. 
This behaviour appears at firft very remarkable to Europeans, but after a fliort time 
becomes equally familiar. Freedom of converfation is a thing totally unknown in 
Perfia, a6 that “ walls have ears” is proverbially in the mouth of every one. — The 
fear of chains which bind their bodies has alfo enflaved their minds ; and their con- 
verfation to men of fuperior rank to themfelves is marked with figns of the moft; 
abjeCt and flavilh fubmifiion ; while on the contrary, they are as haughty and 
Overbearing to their inferiors. The exceflive fear and awe they Hand in before the 
great, is exemplified in a circumftance I (hall mention, which happened when I accom- 
panied Mr. Jones, of the Buffo ra Faftory, to the Perfian camp, in an audience we 
were admitted :o with Jaatar Khan. The Khan had ordered Mr. Jones to be ffaewn 
his horfes 5 who having feen them, was alked which he liked the beft. Mr. Jones told 
him (through me) that he approved very much of the ftud in general, but that two 
hotfes (naming them) were entitled to more particular attention. This the man who 
accompanied us, and who was in the capacity of a gentleman ulher, interpreted* to the 
JChan M the following terms : “ He fays that all the horfes are the fineft that ever were 
&e®i;but as to the two -marked out, their equal is not to be found in any parf of the 
World!” And at this anfwer the Khan himfelf feerped pleafed ; no doubt firont having 
tNeea yfed to no other language from his infancy. 
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The Perfians, ,in their converfation, aim much at elegance, and are perpetually 
repeatii^ verfes and paffages from the works of their moft favourite poets, Hafiz, 
Sadi# and Jkmi; a pra&ice univerfally prevalent, from the. higheft to the loweft ; 
becaufethofe who have not the advantages of reading and writing, or the other benefits 
arifing from education, by the help of their memories, which are very retentive, and 
what they learn by heart, are always ready to bear their part in converfation. They 
alfo delight much in jokes and quaint expreflions, and are fond of playing upon oach 
other } which they fometimes do with great elegance and irony. There is one thing 
much to be admired in their convcrfations, which is the ftrid attention they always pay 
to the perfon fpeaking, whom they never interrupt on any account. They are in 
general a perfonable, and in many refpe&s a handfome, people : their complexions, 
faving thole who are expofed to the inclemencies of the weather, are asr fair as 
Europeans, 

The women of Shirauz. The women at Shirauz have at all times been celebrated 
over thofe of other parts of Perfia for their beauty, and not without reafon. Of thofe 
whom I had the fortune to fee during my refidence, and who were inoftly relations 
and friends of the family I lived in, many were tall and well lhaped ; but their bright 
and fparkling eyes were a very linking beauty : this, however, is in a great meafure 
owing to art, as they rub their eye-brows and eye-lids with the black powder of 
antimony (called furma) which adds an incomparable brilliancy to their natural luftre. 
The large black eye is in moft eftimation among the Perfians, and this is the moft 
common at Shirauz. As the women in Mahomedan countries are, down to the 
meaneft, covered with a veil from head to foot, a fight is never to be obtained of them 
in the ftreet ; but from my fituation, I have feen many of them within doors, as when 
any came to vifit the family where I lived, which many did, dire&ed by their curiofity 
to fee an European, underftanding I belonged to the houfe, they made no fcruple 
of pulling off their veils, and converfing with great inquifitiven^fs and familiarity, 
which feemed much gratified by my ready compliance with their requefts, in informing 
them of European cuftoms and manners, and never failed to procure me thanks, with 
the additional character of a good natured Feringy (the appellation by which all 
Europeans are diftinguilhed). The women in Perfia, as in all Mahomedan nation*, 
after marriage, are very little better than Haves to their hulbands. Thofe mild and 
familiar endearments which grace the facial board of an European, and which at the 
feme time they afford a mutual fatisfa&ion to either fex, tend alfo to refine and poliih 
manners, are' totally unknown in Mahomedan countries. . The hufband, of a fufpicious 
temper, and chained down by an obftinate and perfevering etiquette, thinks himfelf 
affronted even by the inquiry of a friend after the health of his wife. Calling her by 
name, is never allowed of ; the mode of addrefs muft be, “ May the mother of fuen 
a fen, or fuch a daughter, be happy ; I hope fhe is in health.” And none, except 
thofe of the neareft kin, as a brother, or uncle, are ever allowed to fee the female* 
of the family unveiled : it would be deemed as an infult. — Thrice happy ye, my fair 
and amiable countrywomen, who, born and educated in a land of freedom^ catfe 
witheut violating the laws of propriety, bath give and. receive the benefit of ^focial . 
intercourfe, unimpreffed by the baneful eft'e&s of iealoufy ! Rejoice tbat thefe 
bleffmgsare afforaed you ! — which have inculcated the fentiments of Uberj$tyand 
polUenefa^ and whicte&iU contribute to enhance the value of fed^,.Rhd'la.ifecifesylMi 
a permanent and unalloyed felicity ! — The Perfian ladies, however* during the day* 
tpf cfumCfeip, m tjietr turn pre-eminence \ a miftrefa nuddng no fc^iple of com? 
maading her lover to Hand all day long at the door of her 

■ •’ ut ' . " verfes 
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■‘ywfyjH'-ffljffle of her beauty and accompliflunents^ ami few is the ■ gwteniliP^^ of 
Iqvpft^hirauz ;\a lover asarely being Admitted V>* figh$ *»f ha m&refe, before 
' .”: -M '.*■:• ' V; v •;••»>.•. ,N;. • ;rv- 

Curiomfptcies of contention,'} ThePerfisns, in their difpoffeons,are muchindynedto 
'®jd^:' ( angers quick, fiery, and very feofible of affrtmts* tyhich theyimmediately 
'fefffiCpn the fpot. • They are a brave and courageous people | 

'fesjt their frequent wars have much depraved their ancient urbanity of manner** and 
feife ferocity of difpofidon has alio introduced a ftrife, peculiar to the dower cla& of 
inhabitants of Shirauz. When two people begin fighting, it always raifes n/gtsfart 
crowd, who generally feparately take the part or one or the other in theconteft, aid 
the whq|e prefently becomes a icene of tumult and confufion, until the arrival of the 
’daroga, or judge of the police, who puts 3n. end to the fray. Thefe riots are . wry 
frequent, and even the boys are fond of running to them, in order to have a fhare in 
die contention. In their capacities they are ready, prompt, and ingenious : but thefe 
talents they too often employ in the moll difcreditable way, being the greatuft 
liars in the world, pra&ifing the moft improbable falfities with the graved air imaginable: 
and fo far from being abalhed by a detection, they always endeavour to turn it off 
with a laugh, and even confefs themfelves, that they think there is no harm in telling 
a lye, provided it can be of any benefit to themfelves : and they will always, in every 
bufinefs they are engaged in, endeavour firft to bring it about by lying and knavery ; 
which, if unfuccefsful as thofe with whom they deal are full as expert as themfelves,} 
they will then conclude the bargain with truth and honefty ; but either way is equally 
. indifferent to them. 


The fuperftitm of the Perftans.~\ The Perfians univerfally have a fixed belief in the 
efficacy of charms, omens, talifmans, and other fuperftitions. Befides what they have 
received fince their converfion to Mahomedanifm, they have in general' retainedail 
feat their anceftors before pra&ifed. Indeed, the only difference Jp/ feat what was 
before authorifed and commanded by the Magian religion, has bgen fubfequenrfy 
allowed by the religion of Mahomed. They are, of all people, fee moft addiaed to- 
the idea of 'fortunate or aufpicious days and hours, the dieifffh atque ncfajlicfi the 
Romans ; and even on the minuteft and moft trifling ocqsfions will feek for a lucky 
feoment. Going a journey can never be performed w&hout firft confultinga book of 
omens, each chapter of which begins with a particular letter of the alphabet, which 
is deemed fortunate or inaufpicious ; and fhould they unluckily pitch upon one of fee 
latter, the journey mull of courfe be delayed until a more favourable opportunity. 
Entering a new houfe, the putting on of a new garment, with numberlds other com* 
inon ana trifling occurrences, are determined by motions equally abfurd dad. frivolous*. 
Itt; feeir marriages they pay the .ftri&eft attention to this point a. lucky hour fer 
%% the contraft, and another for the wedding day, being efteetned ahfclutely 
mmmry to the future happinefs of the intended couple, Thofe alfe-wfej-arem good' 
ckcoroftances, generally lend for amuunjim, or aftrolOger, at the birth. of a. child*, 
in order to calculate his horofcope with the utmoft exa&nefs. . 

Their taiifmans.~} To a man they have their talifmans, whidh are generally fein* 
fentence from the Koran, or faying of their prophet Ali, written either upqo pspw; 
or engraved upon a fmaU plate of filver, which tp^;bu^.rottnd;fedr arms, ..mmofeir 
pWts of the Body ; but thofe of higher rink make ufe of rubies, emeralds; , and other 



irtne Body ; out tnote or nigner ran k maKeuieofruixes, emeraidSjSnd, caster' 
^ Rones. Tbe|«romen I condkion have (mall fiber pl^tesi -of a? tardblir 
upon which; arf engraved fentences from the Koran ; which, as welli.-aa^fm 


ngravea Jentences trom tne iu»ran; wrncn, as wctt^fnr 
; feeir arms wife pieces of red and greea filk, and lookupas 
« ' then* 
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t^^mxig tf the ftars, eclipfe^jf^fhe^h^ g^l m^S/ a rS :Ular, l in rrf ^ a 
ill«ea«'a^ fcemetsv ^ Asforthar h?B&ku S firffot S^SkSu tb * of 
*• to*eft of „ hich ,V that nine h^ 

thaton the folhng of a ftar, it is occafioned bv the *!? ey , lrna S ! ” e » tbertfdre, 

Wows^ott the^h&s of the devils, for attempting m penfetrateln^' th* Y™ && 
Mr. Hanway has taken notice of this circumftanc? in f e S ,ons - 

belief of the 7 Perfians in general, JevSXl^f^i «“* ft ^ &* 
cation and*fenfe, ought to be better infoS g *** who ’ from *** «N- 

nature, they believe thTfcorpion^fwhi'ch thereX^SStSmb* 8 °- a /VJ >er ^°«? 
and very venomous, may be deprived of the power of (6S? h*®” “ ^ 
prayer which they make ufe off The perfo/who has the^JLr 7 ??" j t ° f a 
called, turns his face towards the fitm Scoroio in the l, m P binding, as itia 

mould chance to fee any fcoraons d-irinir tW «; L a ^^ rxec ;v late, nor, if they 
them, trailing to the efficacytf this landed all-powerfol hoId ? f 

feral the manrn whofe family I lived reneat- the ,L ro „ ctlarm * / “ave frequently 
children to bind the fcornions ■ after ^hi-H tK u ? ra ^ er ’., on bt'tng defired by his 

contentedly to bed, fully perfuaded they could r^ceive^o hurt bv^em^ ?^' ^ ^ 
fummer feafon, fcorpions appear in jrreat numbers • thev nf -J liT*. ^ unn S *e 

sr ° f ». ° f * 

them in private (excepting thofe who havp nprfnrrY>^ ^ an ^ ail of 

men of religion): they Ke vera ^ liabK S tr" 

is often att^ded with Lai conferees Thev e^ • °T W - hen meWiat ^ ^ 
than :the,T«rks; and 

a point to be as different from this nation as pVible whom th" 

beyond meafu^; efteeming Jews and Chriftians fuperior to then? 

to falvation. They publicly curfe and ahufe thf Z «° ,.”1* •W' WA Ji *& 

Abuser, Omar, and oLan? wh^httv^ vLe uL ^ahphs after 

dfeprived their prophet Ali of his right of the caliphat ' »»j«% 

S*S | » .e*, <■«*»» Mahomed* himfelf, exe^gfa m^EkSST 

-nhjd* tt egial.knowledge 8 8 ’ ‘ fince h,m n ° ““ H ^ 

^ ^ ^^3 -M onelntonce to wh« ett^s aie'.cau)nhM' 

® endon a speech madfe ufe of by the cl 
eS si«jcaSla» pak whom l travelled to Shirauz t— oL * 
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of the common expreffion, “ O God ! O All !” he immediately replied, ** No, no j 
Ali firft, God fecond.” The title of Ameer al Moumineen, Or commander of the faith- 
ful, when made ufe of by the Perfians, is always applied to AH ; for they will not 
allow there having been rightfully any other. It is a common term of abufe amorigft 
the lower clafs of people, when in a paflion, to call their opponents the fon of a Sunni, 
or follower of Omar, implying that they could not wifli him a more reproachful con- 
dition. The Perfians reckon the right of fucceflion to the caliphat to confift of twelve 
Imaums, or heads of the faith, whom they deduce from the family of their Prophet ; 
that is, from his daughter Fatima, whom he gave in marriage to Ali, and from thence 
to his two fons by that marriage, Hufi'un and Huffein, and their children, defendants. 
They, moreover, allege, that the Prophet, in his lifetime, did publicly declare that Ali 
' and his family fliould fucceed to the caliphat, both in fpiritual and temporal matters. 
This, however, the Turks deny, affirming that the right of fucceflion was from the free 
election of the people, and that by that right the three firft caliphs took poffeflion of 
the throne. 

The twelve Imaums . The twelve Imaums, in which the Perfians efteemed the true 
right of the caliphat to confift, are as follow : ift, Ali, who ought to have come imme- 
diately after Mahomed, but luccceded the fourth from him, as above mentioned. 
3d, Huffun, the eldeft fon of Ali, put to death by the Caliph Moaweia ; or, as others 
fay, poifoned by Ayeflta, the widow of Mahomet, for oppofing her intrigues. 3d, Huf- 
fem, the fecond fon of Ali, killed at Kirbelai, in Eerack Arabl, in the war againft the 
Galiph Yezeed, fon of Moaweia : the death of which laft two perfons gave rife to the 
annual mourning, obferved fo folemnly by the Perfians, and others of the fed of the 
Sheias. 4th, Zein al Abudeen, the fon of Huffein, put to death by Walid the Firft, 
the fon of Abdul Meleck. 5th, Mahomed al Bawkir, the fon of Zein al Abudeen, put 
to death by order of Hafhim, the fon of Abdul Melcck. 6th, Jaafar al Sadick, the fon 
of Mahomed al Bawkir, put to death by order of Abu Jaafar Dowanikee. 7th, Moufa 
Kazim, the fon of Jaafar al Sadick, put to death by order of Haroon Abbafi, at Bagdad. 
8th, Ali Ibn Moufa al Reza, put to death by order of Almamoun Abbafi. It was 
in honour of this Imaum that Shah Abbas built the famous mofque at Mefched; and 
commanded his fubjeds to make pilgrimages thither, to prevent the carrying out the 
immenfe fufns of money expended annually by thofe who went to Mecca in Arabia ;• 
a very wife and politic ftroke, by which means he caufed Perfia to flourjfti more in his 
reign than it had done for a long time before, or has ever fince. 9th, Mahomed al 
Tiikee, the fon of Ali Ibn Reza, put to death by order of Almamoun Abbafi. 10th, Ali 
al Nukee, the fon of Mahomed al Tukee, put to death at Samara, by order of Moatizim 
Abbafi. 11th, Huffun A fkeri, the fon of Ali al Nukee, put to death by order of 
Mojttizim Abbafi. 1 3 th, Mahomed al Mahadi, the fon of Huffun Alkeri, who difap- 
peared in the reign of Moatemud Abbafi, and who the Perfians expert will be again 
vifible before the end of the world. He has the title of Huzurut Saheb Zimaftn, or 
lord of time, and is always mentioned by them with the higheft refped. Thefe twelve 
Imaums are difallowed by the Turks, and others of the fed of Omar, who fay that, 
excepting AH, they were all juftly put to death for rebellious pradices, againft' the 
governments under which they lived : but they are efteemed as faitgts and martyrs by 
the Perfians, and the only true and lawful caliphs, which they connrm in the Recital 
of their Kelema, or creed, by adding the words, “ and Ali is the friend of Godj” ai t 
expreffion which the Turks omit. 

'-Mattiets of Religion tarried by Sheick al Sellaum."} Matters of religion in Petfta, 
as before obfetred, are-ppraged by the Sheick al Sellaum, or the head of the faith. 
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an office anfwering to that of Mufti among the Turks. He takes cognizance of all 
ecclefiaftical matters, and on public feftivals and other occafions preaches in the grand 
mofque ; but he has not, like the Mufti, any power in affairs of Hate, being entirely 
confined to his religous office. 

In point of drefs, the Perfians differ remarkably from the Turks ; for in Turkey any 
perfon who was not a S^iud, or defcendant of the Prophet, wearing the lead green 
upon his garment, would moft probably be ftoned : whereas in Perfia, the general and 
favourite colour is green, even to their ffioes ; and people of all perfuafions and deno- 
minations may wear it as they plcafe. A Turk alfo thinks himfelf defiled by the touch 
of a Chriftian, even on his garments. The Perfians, on the contrary, will eat out of 
the fame plate, drink out of the fame cup, and fmoke out of the fame calean, as 
readily as they would with their own children ; at leaft I have conftantly experienced 
this myfelf, during my refidence in Perfia, while living in a native family. The Per- 
fians, in fome parts of their devotions differ from the Turks, as they always pray with 
open hands ; whereas thofe of the Turks are clofed and placed before them. The 
Perfians alfo, in their ablutions before prayer, walh their faces and beards with their 
right hand only, the other being referved for meaner occafions, and they only flightly 
touch the fore and hind part of their feet ; but the Turks walh with both hands, and 
rub all over their feet. The jiie numaz, or carpet, on which they pray, is always 
endeavoured to be placed with the upper part of it facing to the temple of Mecca, but 
this they only guefs at. 

In religious opinions they are far more tolerant than the Turks : they acknowledge 
the authority of the Old and New Telfament, which they fay were fent from heaven, 
and delivered to Mofes and Chrift, equally with their Koran ; only they affirm that the 
lull was given to purify and correct the errors of the two former, which they pretend 
have been much corrupted from their original Rate, both by Jews and Chriftians. They 
acknowledge Jefus Chrift to have been a great prophet, but deny him to have been the 
Son of God, and the Saviour of mankind ; and pretend that their prophet Mahomed is 
the laft or feal of the prophets, the number of which, they fay, amounts to one hundred 
and twenty-five thoufaml ; from which circumRance lie is called Khatiin al Ambeai, or 
as I have expl ined, the feal of the prophets. In their opinion, all nations are to be 
converted to Mahomedanilm on the day of judgment ; and on that day the people of 
each faith flying to their particular prophet for protection, fhall by him be fereened 
and defended from God’s wrath, through mediation, and finally become all of one 
faith, which is to be Mahomedanilm. In like manner they apply many things to their 
own Importer, which only belong to our Saviour. 

Their mode of living . 3 The mode of living of the Perfians is in general as follows 
they always rife at day-break, in order to perform their devotions. Their firft prayer is 
denominated numaz l'oobh, or the morning prayer ; it is faid before fun-rife, after which 
they eat a flight meal, called nafhta, or breakfaft ; this confifts of grapes or any other 
fruits of the l'eafon, with a little bread, and cheefc made of goat’s milk ; they afterwards 
drink a cup of very ftrong coffee, without milk or fugar ; then the calean, or pipe, is 
introduced. The Perfians, from the higheft to the loweft ranks, all fmoke tobacco* 

Their fecond hour of prayer is called numaz zohur, or mid-day prayer, and is 
always- repeated when the fun declines from the meridian. Their dinner, or chaiht, 
which is loon after this prayer, confifts of curds, bread, and fruits of various* kinds ; 
animal-food not being ufual at this meal. 

The third hour of prayer is called numaz afur, or the afternoon prayer, faid about 
four ’o’clock. 

The 
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The fourth hour of prayer is numaz flfomi or evening prayer, -which ts fasd after 
fun-fet j when this is meal, ceiled fh&mi, or 

fupper. K t iwa& generally confifts of a pilaus drefled with rich meat-fauces* and highly 
feafoned with various fpices : fometiines they eat kibaab, or roaftrneat. "When "the 
meal is ready, a fervaat* . brings notice thereof, and at the fame time prefents a eweT 
antiwater ; they then wafh their hands, which is an invariable cuftom with the Per- 
fiansboth before and after eating. They eat very quick, conveying theirifood to their 
mouths with their fingers; the ufe of knives and forks being unknown in Perfia. 
Sherbets of different forts are introduced, and the meal concludes with a deficit of 
delicious fruits. The fupper being finifhed, the family fit in a circle, and entertain each 
Other by relating pleafant ftories (of which they are exceflively fond), and alfo by 
repeating pafiages from the works of their mod favourite poets, and amufing themfelves 
at various kinds of games. The fifth and lafl prayer is ftyled numaz akhir, the laid 
prayer; or fometimes numaz flieb, or the night prayer, repeated about an hour 
after fupper. 

The great rcfpeEl of the Perfians for their Imaums .' ] The city of Shirauz is divided 
Into twelve diftri&s, or neighbourhoods ; over each of which one of their Imaums, or 
heads of faith, is believed to prefide, as a kind of guardian angel. Every Thurfday 
night, which the Perfians call the night of Friday, the criers and other domeftics of 
the mofques make a zikir, that is, a recital of the life and good aftions of the Imaum, 
or faint, who prides over the diftri&s, by whefe influence the inhabitants hope to 
obtain their wifh ® and be ablolved from their fins. Thefe Imaums are alluded to by 
the Perfians in their converfations ; they fwear by them, and invoke them on all occa- 
fions of diftrefs and adverfity, as well as return them thanks on any good fortune be*- 
foiling them. The mofques of the Imaum Zadas, or defeendants from the Imaums, 
ferve as fan&uaries for criminals ; but the mod fandtified place in Shirauz, and which 
no one ever violates, is the Shah Cheraug, of which I have made mention already, 
where the greateft criminal can be protected, if the inhabitants of the place fhould 
receive him. However, perl'ons offenfive to government are generally delivered up 
when demanded. This laft-mentioned cuftom feems to bear a ftrong analogy* to the 
mode pradtifed in Roman Catholic countries, of the fandtuary of a church, or monaftery, 
icreening a criminal from the punifhment of the law. 

An audience of Jaafar Khan . 3 On the i8th of July, 1787, I accompanied Mr. 
Jones, fecond of the Englifh fa&ory at Buffora, to the Perfian camp, where we were 
admitted to an audience of Jaafar Khan. On our arrival in camp, at a little after ten 
A. M. we were conduced to the tent of the minifter, Meerza Mahomed HofTein, 
where we ftaid a confiderable time, and were entertained with a calean and coffee. 


' the ufual mode of treatment in Perfia to vifitors. The tent of the Meerza was a very 
handfome one, of an oblong form, with an open front, the infide lined with a fine 
chintz, and the walls of a curious open work ; the floor was covered with a Perfian 
• with long felts, made at Yezd, but no culhions, as the Perfians never ufe 

any in publr^ ver y feldom in private. At half an hour after twelve, an officer 
came to ucquaiyt us, that the Khan was ready to receive us, and defired us at the fame 
line to follow hVj t We accordingly fet out, and, although the Khan’s tents were 
m a parallel line wit^ that of the minifter, yet, agreeably to the etiquette obfel ved in 
,. e ia > we w U^e obliged to make a circuit of about thirty ya$ds, in order to approach 
a fl , counau J?^ t » orftreen of canvas, painted red. On our paging thisfereen, 
°™^ er <i u kted us, and another immediately coming up, conduced us towards 

e tent, and at Hr fame time railed out to the attendants furrounding, to open to the 

10 .-or r|?ht 
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right and left, by which we had a full view of the Khan. Upon this the officer de- 
fired us to falute, which we did by pulling off our caps after the Englifli falhion, bow- 
ing at the fame time. The Khan made a flight inclination with his head, and we were 
then conduced round the outfide of the tent, and entered at the back door. On our 
entrance, the Khan made a l'econd inclination with his head, and defired us to fit down, 
which we did, at about four yards diftance ; though at a former interview Mr. Jones 
had, he was obliged to fit much further oif. The Khan feemed pleafed : he alkcd 
feveral queftions concerning Europe, the Englifli, and their manners amlcuftoins: 
exprcffed his wi(h that Mr. Jones had benefited by the air of Shirauz, and allured us 
both of his protection whilfl we Raid there, and ordered his fecretary to make out a 
fir main, or orj|pr, for that purpofe. After flaying a conflderable time, we took leave 
in the lame manner as we entered. The tent of the Khan was a noble one, of an oblong 
form, and pitched with three poles, which were adorned at the top with gilt balls. 
The front is open in all weathers ; the infide was lined throughout with a beautiful 
clouded filk, and the open work much the fame as that of the miniiler’s : the floor 
was covered with a rich carpet, and long felts. At the upper end of the tent fat Jaafar 
Khan, upon a large felt bent double under him : uppofitc to him flood Meerza Ma- 
homed Jloflein, without the tent, and feveral other officers of the army. The Khan’s 
drefs differed not from that oi the other great men ; he wore an orange-coloured cuba, 
or coat, and had his feimitar on. The calcan which he finoked was of gold, beauti- 
fully filligreed, with a ruby in the fer poolh, or head. ^ 

In the rear of the Khan’s tent, about the diftance of forty yards, tMs the haram, or 
women’s apartments : thefo were completely walled in by fereensof red painted canvas, 
about twelve feet in heigh'. The Khan has always a certain number of women, whom 
he feleCts to accompany him when in camp ; and they have the fame number of attend- 
ants and accommodations as thofe within the palace. 

A Jhcrt Account of the Remains of the celebrated Palace of Perfepolis. 

On Thurfday evening, the 30th of Auguft, I left Shirauz, in company with Mr. Jones, 
for the purpofe of vifiting the ruins of the celebrated palace of Perfepolis. We flept 
that night at a garden without the city, and at three o’clock on Friday morning we fet 
oft' : at nine A. M. arrived at the village of Zarkan, fituated eight furl'engs, or thirty- 
two Englifli miles, from Shirauz. The road to this place is chiefly through a rocky, 
mountainous country ; approaching, however, to Zarkan, you meet with fome culti- 
vated land. Zarkan is a large village under the government of Shirauz, and is ruled, 
by a calentar, or chief magiftrate. From its vicinity to the mountain, the view of this 
place is very pleafing ; the neighbourhood produces the large red grape. On the road 
we met with fome hundreds of wandering Curds, and Turkomans : they faid the name 
of their tribe was Ort, and that they were going towards Gurmafeer, a place to the 
fouthward of Shirauz, in order to fpend the approaching autumn and winter. Thefe 
people lead a wandering life, having no fettled place of abode, but move about 
with their families, flocks and herds, in a manner fimilar to the ancient Scythians : 
their complexions were the fame as thofe of th# gyplies in Europe, fun-burnt and 
tawny. * 

Saturday, September the ift, moved at half paft twelve A. M. At five we croffed 
the Bund* Ameer river, which Mr. Niebuhr has laid down as the ancient Araxes ; over 
this river is a ftbne bridge, which the natives call Pool Khan. We proceeded on through 
the plain, and at half after fix arrived at the ruins. This ftage is five furfengs : the 
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road lies entirely through the plain, which beginning about five miles to the fouth- 
ward of Zarkan, is continued up to Perfepolis, which is fttuated clofe under the moun- 
tains. Our cafila encamped in a garden a mile and a half to the northward of the 
ruins, near the village of Merdaflit, from whence the whole plain takes its name. This 
plain is exceedingly delightful ; it abounds in game of feveral forts, amongft which we 
difcovered partridges, wild pigeons, quails, and hares. 

At nine A. M. went to vifit the ruins. What remains of the celebrated palace of 
Perfepolis, is fituated on a rifmg ground, and commands a view of the extenfive plain 
of Merdalht. The mountain Rehumut encircles the palace in the form of an amphi- 
theatre : you afcend to the columns by a grand ftaircafe of blue done, containing one 
hundred and four Heps. The firft object that {trikes the beholder qp his entrance, 
are two portals of ftone ; I judge them to be about fifty feet in height each ; the fides 
are embelliflied with two fphinxes of an immenfe fize, dreffed out with a profufion of 
bead-work, and, contrary to the ufual method, they are reprefented {landing. On the 
Tides above are inferiptions in an ancient character, the meaning of which no one hitherto 
has been able to decypher. 

At a fmall diftance from thefe portals you afcend another flight of fteps, which 
lead to the grand hall of columns. The fides of this ftaircafe are ornamented with a 
variety of figures in baffo relievo ; mod of them have veffels in their hands : here and 
there a camel appears, and at other times a kind of triumphal car, made after the 
Roman fafhion flpjbefidcs thefe, are feveral led horfes, oxen and rams, that at times 
intervene and diverfify the proceflion. At the head of the ftair-cafe is another bafl'o 
relievo, reprefenting a lion feizing a bull ; and, clofe to this, are other inferiptions in 
ancient characters. On getting to the top of this ftaircafe, you enter what was for- 
merly a moft magnificent hull j the natives have given this the name of Chehul Minar, 
or forty pillars ; and though this name is often ufed to exprefs the whole of the 
building, it is more particularly appropriated to this part of it. Although a vaft num- 
ber of ages have elapfed fince the foundation, fifteen of the columns yet remain entire ; 
they are from feventy to eighty feet in height, and are maftcrly pieces of mafonry : 
their pedeftals arc curioufly worked, and appear little injured by the hand of time. 
The (hafts are influted up to the top, and the capitals arc adorned with a profufion of 
fretwork. 

From this hall you proceed along, eaftward, until you arrive at the remains of a 
large fquare building, to which you enter through a door of granite. Moft of the 
doors and windows of this apartment are {till Handing ; they are of black marble, and 
polifhed like a mirror : on the fides of the doors, at the entrance, are bas-reliefs of 
two figures at full length ; they represent a man in the attitude of {tabbing a goat : 
with one hand he feizes hold of the animal by the horn, and thrufts a dagger into his 
belly with the other ; one of the goat’s feet refts upon the breaft of the man, and the 
other upon his right arm. This device is common throughout the palace. Over 
another door of the fame apartment is a reprefentation of two men at full length j 
behind them ftands a domeftic, holding a fpread umbrella : they are fupported by large 
round ftaflfs, appear to be in years, have long beards, and a profufion of hair upon 
their heads. * 

At* the fouth-weft entrance of this apartment are two large pillars of ftone, upon 
which are carved four figures $ they aredrefled in long garments, and hold in their 
hands fpears ten feet in length. At this entrance, alfo, the remains of a ftair-cafe of 
blue ftone are ftill vifible. Vaft numbers of broken pieces of pillars, {hafts, and capi- 
OlMPe festered over a considerable extent of ground, fome of them of fuch enormous 
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fize, that it is wonderful to think hew they could have been brought whole, and fet 
up together. Indeed, every remains of thefe noble ruins indicate their former gran- 
deur and magnificence, truly worthy of being the refidence of a great and powerful 
monarch ; and whilfl viewing them, the mind becomes imprefied with an awful folern- 
nity J — When we confider the celebrity of this vaft empire, once the patron of the 
arts and fdences, and the feat of a wife and fiourifhing government ; — when we reflect 
on the various changes and revolutions it has undergone, at one period a field for the 
daring ambition of an Alexander, — at another for the enthufiaftic valour of an Omar, 
we mu ft confcqucntly feel the ftrongeft conviction of the mutability of all human 
events ! — Exclufive of the ancient antique inferiptions already mentioned, are others of 
a modern date, able to be read, as well as fome in the Syriac character ; the whole 
of which the celebrated Mr. Niebuhr has accurately copied and publiflied. Being 
deftitut? myfelf of all materials neceflary for copying inferiptions, and at the fame time 
ignorant of the rules of architecture, I have refrained from entering into a diflufive 
account of this celebrated palace. What I thought inoft worthy of notice, 1 have en- 
deavoured to deferibe to the beft of my abilities. 

Behind the hall of pillars, and clol'c under the mountain, is the remains of a very 
large building of a quadrangular form ; this may either have made part of the palace, 
or, not unlikely-, a detached temple, as there is a confiderablc fpace of ground filled up 
with earth and mounds of fand, betwixt the two ; and as it has withiu-fide fymbols 
emblematical of a religious meaning. This building has four principal entrances to it, 
two from the north-eaft, and two from the fouth-weft. The walls are divided into 
feveral partitions, which are ornamented with various pieces of fculpture, the molt 
common of which have the figure of a man at full length ; he is fitting in a chair, with 
his feet fupported by a ftool ; behind the chair Hands a domcftic holding an umbrella ; 
the man has in his hand a round ftalf ; before him are two branched candlefticks, with 
candles in them ; beyond thefe is a little boy, and behind him is a woman with a goblet 
in her hand. Underneath this figure are feveral others in long garments ; fome of 
thefe are armed with bows and arrows, others with fpears, and all of them have caps 
in the "form of turrets, which we learn from ancient hiftorians was the mode of drefs 
obferved by the Medes. Over the doors of this building, which arc twelve in number, 
are bas-reliefs of a lion feizing hold of a bull, fimilar to that obfervable on the grand 
ftaircafe : the receffes in the walls are all lined with fine granite, and their fronts have 
handfome cornices of ftone. Bcfides the ufual figures, is a very extraordinary one, 
and is, I fuppofe, emblematical of the ancient religion of the Perfians : it reprefents a 
man feated on a pillar, who holds in his hand a frnall veffcl ; he has a girdle twifted 
round the centre of his body, the two ends of which project a confiderable diftance 
beyond his cloaths, and have much the appearance of wings ; he is drefied in long gar- 
ments, with a cap, turret-form. Underneath the figure are feveral lions (a fymbol of 
empire among the ancient Perfians) very well executed. 

Behind this ruin, a confiderable way up the mountain Rehumut, to the north, is the 
remains of a curious place cut out of the rock, which had formerly an afeent to it by 
fteps, but thefe being deftroyed by time, you are obliged to clamber up by the rook. 
As there is another building parallel to this, about the diftance of eight hundred yards 
to the fouth, I (hall deferibe them both together, and add a few obferyadons*of what 
I conceive to have been their original defign. — They are lofty buildings of three fides, 
two of which are plain, and forty feet in height ; the third has feveral fine fculptures 
boldly executed ; m the centre is a pillar with the myftic figure already deferibed 
fitting at the top : oppofite to this Hands a man upon a pedeftal of three fteps ; in his 
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left hand he holds a bow, his right is held up, pointing to the figure on the pillar. To 
the left is an altar of Hone two feet high, upon which fire is burning, and, a little on one 
fide, is a large globe fufpended in the, air, which has much the appearance of being 
intended for the fun. Thefe two laft-mentioned fyinbols, we are informed, were con- 
fidered by the Perfian Magi as the two grand principles of their religion, as they adored 
the Omnipotent Creator or die univerfe under thefe types, being each in their nature 
the pureft and freeft of corruption of all created things : it may, therefore, be pre- 
fumed they were intended to reprefent certain myfteries in the Magian faith. The 
man with the bow may poflibly be defigned for a chief of the Magi ; or, to hazard a 
further fuppnfition, the celebrated lawgiver and prophet, Zoroafter himfelf. However, 
this is only a fuggeftion, and I would not be thought to lay it down for a certainty. 
Every perfon, on viewing thofe noble ruins, mull have different ideas arife.tohitn 
concerning them ; but as all traces of the original religion have long fince perifhed, 
together with their learning and language, the world muft remain in ignorance until the 
characters on the walls can be decyphered, which, alone, can clear up the much wiffied- 
for afeerjainment of the real date of the palace, its devices, emblems, and its real 
founder. Some have given it as their opinion, that thefe are tombs of the ancient Kings 
of fjjerfia, and of this opinion are Mr. Le Bruyn, and Sir John Chardin. 

The modern natives call this place Mujilis Gemfheed, or the affembly of King 
Gemlheed, as they fay that Prince ufed to vifit the place, with the nobles and great 
men of his court, in order to enjoy a delightful view of the adjacent country, of which* 
indeed, there cannot be a finer profpett than from thence. 

Underneath the above-mentioned devices are fmall openings, which lead to a fubter- 
raneous paffage, cut out of the mountain ; it is fix feet in height, and four in breadth : 
the paffage leads a confiderable way into the rock, but is quite dark after advancing 
about thirty yards, and emits a mod noifome damp ftnell. The natives call this place 
the Cherk Almas ; that is, the talifman, or diamond of fate : they affirm that at the 
end of the paffage is the talifman, and that whoever arrives thither, and afks queftions 
of future events, will be anfwered from within ; but they fay that no one has ever yet 
been able to penetrate to the" extremity of the paffage, being oppofed by the Demons 
and Genii, whom they believe to dwell there ; and fuperftitioufly imagine, that all 
lights taken in there will go out of themfelves. Sir John Chardin, and Mr. Le Brun, 
however, penetrated a confiderable way into this paffage, till, they relate, it ended in 
a path too narrow to admit further progrefs. As no account has hitherto appeared of 
thefe fubterraneous paffages, but what the fuperflition of the natives has chofen to in- 
vent, it may not deemed prefumptuous in giving a conjecture, that they were originally 
intended as places for concealed treafure, a cuftom time immemorially obferved, and 
to this day fubfi fling among Eaftern Princes. Not having lights with us, neither 
Mr. Jones nor myfelf thought proper to explore the paffage. 

Defcending to the foot of the mountain, to the fouth, you meet with the remains of a 
fmall fquare building, which has feveral doors and windows ftill (landing, having 
carved figures on them ; but as thefe are only vifible to the waift downwards, it is moft 
-likely the land from the mountains has choked up the remainder : the figures are the 
fame with thofe in other parts of the palace. A little to the weftward of this building, 
you aCcend by a (lone flaircafe into a magnificent court, of a quadrangular form. 
Several pedeflals of pillars, and the remains of two grand portals to the eaft, areftill 
-vifible : they are all of granite, and the cornices of the portals appear to have been very 
fuberb ; they are of an oblong lhape. On many of the broken pieces of the pillars are 
ancient mfcnptions. 
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In feveral parts of the palace are Hone aquedufts, made for the purpofe of draining, 
off the water that comes from the mountains : they are of blue (lone, cut under ground 
eight feet deep, and two and a half in breadth* 

Thefe venerable ruins have fuffered much by the ravages of time and weather ; but 
what ftill remains of them is as hard and durable as the rock iti'elf. Earthquakes, 
which are frequent in Perfia, have alfo proved the means of throwing down many of 
the columns, and otherwife injuring the apartments ; and feveral of tnofe which have 
not been overturned by the violence of the Ihocks, have had their tops nearly removed 
off, and in this lituation remain. The fund which is conftantly walhed down from the 
mountains by the rain, in the winter feafon, has choked up numbets of places, and 
even covered the pedeitals of feveral pillars. 

The old infcriptions difcernible on the walls, and other parts of the palace, may be 
reckoned among the grcateft curiofities, as they have never yet been decyphered, either 
in the Eaft or in Europe ; and what is very extraordinary, the moft learned and curious 
in the Oriental languages have been baffled in every attempt made to leant their mean- 
ing : — like the hieroglyphics of Egypt, they remain buried in an impenetrable myftery. 
Mr. Niebuhr has given all thefe infcriptions in his fecond volume, mod elegantly and 
accurately copied, which may poffibly affifl the curious in their attempts to elucidate 
them. It is one of the moll confiderable difficulties to folve when and by whom this 
palace was originally built. The Grecian hiftorians have given very imperfect and 
dubious accounts of it, and the Perfians no lefs fo. By the prefent natives, the place is cal- 
led Tukht GemfheecL or the throne of King Gemffleed; who they affirm built it between 
three and four thotiiand years ago : he is alfo exprefsly mentioned as having erefted 
the Chehul Minar, or hall of forty pilfers. It is related, in Grecian hiflory, that Alex- 
ander the Great fet fire t j and deftroyed this rich and fplcndid palace, inftigated to it 
in a fit of debauche y by the celebrated couivjfan Thais. This circumftance, although 
it has the fan ft ion of hiftory, if one reflefts upon the appearance of what ftill remains 
of thefe ruins, any perfon on viewing them would l'uppofe fuch an event impoflible to 
have taken place ; as, in their prefent ftate, all the fire that could be applied would 
not make thefmalleft impreilion on thofe huge maftbs of ftone, equal in point of dura- 
bility and hardnefs to the folid rock ; and of fuch are the materials of the whole 
building. Thefe fentiments arofe to me whilft on the fpot, and my opinion was 
ftrengthened by the fulleft acquiefcence of Mr. Jones, who thought, like myfelf, it was 
abfurd to give credit to the idea of its having been burnt by Alexander. 

Having met with a fhort account of the building of this palace, in a Perfian manu- 
feript, being part of a work called Roufut al Sefa, or the Garden of Purity, L ftiall 
here take the liberty of inferting a tranflation. 

“ It is related by hiftorians, that King Gemftieed removed the feat of government,, 
which was formerly in the province of Sejeftaun, to Ears ; and that in the neighbour- 
hood of Shirauz, having taken in a fpot of ground, of twelve furfengs in length (48 
Engliffi miles), he there erefted fuch a palace, that in the feven kingdoms of the 
world there was nothing could equal k. The remains of that palace,, and many of the 
pillars on it, are vifible to this day ; and he caufed the palace to be called Chehul 
Minar, or Forty Pillars. Moreover, when the fun, quitting the fign Pifces, in. the 
heavens^ had entered Aries, Gemfheed having aflembled all the princes,, nobles,, anct 
great pen of his empire} at the foot of his imperial throne, did on that day inftitute a 
grand and fclemn feftival ; and this day from henceforth was called the Noo Roze, or nrft 
day: of the new year (when the foundation of Perfepolis was laid)* at which period he- 
commanded, from all parts of the empire, the attendance of the peafants* hufflandmen^ 
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foldiery, and others, in order to profecute the defign ; requefting that all, with joyful 
hearts and willing hands, Ihould lend their affiflance in completing this work. This 
numerous aflernbly obeyed the command of their monarch, and the building was 
finifned with all figns of mirth and feftivity.” 

It is further oblerved, in the Jehan Ara, a book of Perfian chronology, that Queen 
ITomaie, who llourilhed about 800 years after Gemflieed, added a thoufand columns 
more to this palace. — Such are the Perfian accounts, which are believed by the prefent 
natives to be uuc ones ; but 1 Ihould prefume, that until the ancient characters on the 
walls can be decyphered, no account of this place, cither Grecian, or Per/ian, or any 
other, can be depended upon as genuine or authentic, as they are unqueftionably of an 
.antiquity far beyond the records of any language now known in the world. 

It is to be remarked, that in the figures throughout the whole of the palace, the 
rules of art are not attended to ; the mulcles of the figures are wanting, yet the drapery 
is finely done, and the proportions in general are well kept up, though the contour is 
only oblerved, which gives a famenefs to the whole. Sir John Chardin obferves, that 
he thinks it is evident, whoever was the architect of this celebrated palace, was ignorant 
of Grecian and Roman architecture ; ~nd fuppofes that the dcfeCts already mentioned 
were occafioned by his being obliged to finilh the work in a hurry, and by that means 
the figures were left irt the imperfect ftate we find them at prei’ent. But Mr. Jones 
obferved to me that he rather i'uppofed it to have been the nc plus ultra of thofe days ; 
and remarked alfo, that the ornaments he had obferved in Sadick Khan’s palace at 
Shirauz, were in the fame ftyle as thofe of Pcrfepolis, and that the architecture of the 
prefent Perfians was fimilar to that of ancient times ; an obfervftion by no means un- 
worthy of attention. With refpeCt to the figures on the flair-cafe, I have before 
obferved, that the variety of animals which appear, the camels, led horfes, the rains, 
the triumphal car, and the men with vefl’els in their hands, all give room to fuppofe 
the pomp of a procefiion is meant to be reprefented ; and I think the pofition may be 
corroborated by fomc part of the trrmflation before inferted. 

The materials of which the palace is cornpofed, are chiefly hard blue ftone ; but the 
doors and windows of the apartments are all of black marble, and fo beautifully 
poliflied as to refleft an objeCt like a mirror. One of the principal things worthy of 
admiration, is the immenfe ftrength of the foundation. The whole of the palace takes 
in a circumference of i40ofquare yards : — its front is 600 paces from north to fouth, 
and 390 from eaft to weft. Being built at the foot of a mountain, a great deal of it 
has been finoothed with infinite labour, to make the ftones lie even. The height 
of the foundation, in front, is in feveral parts from forty to fifty feet, and confifts of two 
immenfe ftones laid together : the fides are not fo high, and more unequal, owing to 
the vaft quantity of fand which has fallen from the mountain. It is much to be feared, 
that in the courfe of a few centuries, the earthquakes may totally deftroy the columns 
and remaining apartments ; but whatever may be their fate, the. foundation mull 
endure until the rock itfelf, on which it is built, lhall ceafe to exift. 

I lhall conclude with a few obfervations on the Hall of Pillars. 

This hall appears to have been detached from the reft of the palace, and to have had 
a communication with the other parts by hollow galleries of ftone. By the pedeftals 
of the pillars, which I counted very exa&ly, the hall feems originally to have confifted 
of nine diftinft rows of columns, each containing fix ; making confequently, in all, fifty, 
four. The fifteen that remain, are from feventy to eighty feet in height ; the diameter 
at the bafe is twelve feet, and the diftance between each column twenty-two. By the 
pofidon of the front pillars, the lull appears to have been open towards the plain $ 
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but four of the pillars, facing the mountain, and which are at fome di (lance from the 
reft, feem to have been intended for a portico, or entrance from the eaft ; they are alfo 
of a different ftyle of architecture. The materials of the columns are a mixed fort of 
red ftone, granular. 

The hall, lituated on an eminence, and commanding an exten^ve view of the plain of 
Merdafht, is ftrikingly grand, and conveys to the beholder the idea of an hall of au- 
dience of a powerful and warlike monarch. 

On Monday afternoon, the fecond of September, Mr. Jones and myfelf fet off to vifit 
the tomb of the celebrated Perfian hero, Roftum (called by the natives Nuklh . • Rof- 
tum). It is fituated three miles and a half to the north-eaft of Perfepolis : the piace 
confifts of four diftinft chambers, excavated high in the rock. The devices, in the 
upper parts, are cxaftly the fame as thofe of Perfepolis, reprefenting the myftic figure, 
with the altar of fire and the fun. Underneath the fculpture of the fecond chamber, is 
a gigantic figure on horfeback, cut in ftone, and very perfect ; he is completely armed 
and accoutred, and dreffed foinething' after the Roman fafhion. On his helmet is a 
globe ; two figures are before him, the one kneeling down in a fupplicating pofture, 
and the other is in the aft of taking hold of the horfeman’s hand, as if to mitigate his 
wrath ; the horfeman is looking fternly upon the figures, and the hand at liberty is 
applied to the hilt of his fword. On one fide of the figure is an infeription in ancient 
characters but different from thofe on the walls of Perfepolis. Several attendants are 
in waiting behind the equeftrian figure, all of them as large as life ; but the proportions 
.are not at all adhered to in the firft fculpture, the man being twice the fizc of the horfe 
on which he rides. 

A little to the northward is another reprefen tation. At th' > foot of the rock there 
are two figures completely armed ; one of them is in the action of letting go a ring, 
which the other gral’ps. The figure to the right has a globe 011 his helmet, and a 
large battle-axe in his hand : that to the left has a domeftie behind him, holding an 
umbrella. Under their horles feet are two human heads ; and a little on one fide 
appear the heads of feveral figures, attendants ; molt of them have a broad fillet 
encircling their temples, and a profufion of hair flowing Ioofe. Sir John Chardin 
fuppofes, that this may be intended to reprefent the aftion of Alexander the Great, 
receiving the fubmiflion of the Perfian monarch Darius ; but as we are informed by 
Grecian hiftory, that Darius never faw Alexander, being murdered in his flight fliortly 
alter the lofs of the baule of Arbela, by his fervant Beffus, fo I fliould imagine the Per- 
fians themfelvcs would hardly have taken fuch pains to render the di (honour and ruin 
of their lawful king fo permanent and known to the lateft pofterity, in order to praife 
one who had utterly overturned their religion and their laws. Moreover, the work itfelf 
bears not the lead trace of having been the production of any Grecian artifts, as the 
Greeks at that period were arrived at the higheft perfection in the arts and fciences ; 
and had luch a thing been done during the time of Alexander, he would moft certainly 
have made ufe of one of the many celebrated artifts who followed him into Alia ; but 
thofe figures are dilproportionatc, and executed in a rude manner. To hazard a fup- 
pofition of my own, I fliould rather conceive the above device was of a date prior to 
the Grecian conquefts of Perfia, and that it was intended to reprefent fome remarkable 
aftidn in the life of the hero Roftum (from whom the whole of the place takes its 
name), and that it was < cut to perpetuate the memory of it. * 

Near the foot of the’ rock is a fquare building of blue ftone, twenty feet in height, 
by eight in breadth. This place has feveral windows ; the infide is empty, and there 
are fmall niches in different parts of the wall. The natives affirm that the cel b ated 

Roftum 



272 FRANCKLIn’s TOUR FROM BENGAL TO PERSIA. 

Roftum was interred in this fpot ; but many travellers have fuppofed it to have been the 
tomb of Dariu6 Hyftafpes, from a paffage of Herodotus, the Grecian hiftorian, 
amongft whom Sir John Chardin and Mr. Le Brune are both of the latter opinion. 

In a part of the rock, to the eaftward, is a fculpture of a figure on horfeback, the face 
of which has been much mutilated, and is fcarcely vifible; enough, however, remains 
to perceive that the figure is that of a man — he has long flowing hair, and has a pro- 
jection, refemblinga horn, on the left fide of his forehead. The natives call this figure 
Ifkunder Zu A 1 Kerncen, or Alexander Lord of the Horns, that is, of an empire 
extending from eaft to weft ; and they affirm, that it is pofitively intended for Alex- 
ander the Great. Horns, we know, were ronfidcred by the ancients as emblems and 
Symbols of power and majefty, and from this we may conclude, without a contrariety to 
reafon, that the Periian idea of this figure is a juft one ; as Alexander is always deferibed 
by the Grecian hiftorians, having a horn on his forehead, or rather a particular lock 
of hair, refembling one ; and it is alfo obferved on the coins and medals of that prince, 
which are ftill to be feen in the cabinets of the curious. Behind the figure on horfe. 
back are feveral others ; they arc in armour, on foot, and feemingly attendants 
on him. 

Having ftaid a fliort time at Nuklhce Roftum, we returned to Shirauz, Sep- 
tember 4th. 

Original caufe of the Mohurram.~\ The firfi ten days of the month Mohurrum 
(being the firlt of the Mahomedan year) arc obferved throughout Perfia as a folemn 
mourning ; it is called by the natives Delia, or a fpacc of ten days. During flu's period 
the Perfians, and all the followers of Ali, lament the death of Imaum Hoffein, the 
fecond fon of that prophet, who was {lain in the war againft Y ezzeed, the fon of 
JVloaweia, Caliph of the Mulfulmans. This event happened at a place called Kerbelaic, 
which in Perfian implies grief and misfortune. It is fituated in Eerack Arabi, the an- 
cient Mefopotamia, between the cities of Cuffa and Medeena. The particulars of the 
ftory are as follow : 

On the death of Caliph Ali, who was affaffinated at Cuffa, Moaweia, of the houfe of 
Ommia, fuccceded to the caliphat, which he had difputcd with Ali during his lifetime. 
Moaweia, dying fhortly after, was fuccecdcd by his eldeft fon Yezzeed. In the inter- 
val, the inhabitants of Cufa [ anno Hijera 60. j. liad fent a folemn embafly to Hoffein at 
Medeena, requefting him to come and take pofleflion of the government, giving 
aflurance of their faithful fupport. Upon this aff urance, Hoffein determined to fet for- 
wards, at the fame time taking with him the whole of his family (excepting his youngeft 
daughter, who was at that time fick). He began his march to Cufa on the 8 th of 
Ziilhuj, accompanied by a confiderable body of troops : intelligence of this being carried 
to the Caliph Yezzeed, w'ho was then at Damafcus, he fent orders to Obeidollah, the 
governor of Cufa, to aflemble an army and to crufh the rifing rebellion, by cutting off 
HoflTein and his followers. Obeidollah, in obedience to the command of his mafter, 
fent his deputy Ibn Saad, with ten thoufand men, giving him exprefs orders to intercept 
IJoffein in his route. The army in confequence began their march ; and Obeidollah, 
remaining in the city, rook care, by feizifcg the heads of the fadion, entirely to quell 
the infurredion ; by wYiyh means, the Cufians perceiving the fituation of affair^ re- 
gard! els of* the oaths and promifes they had made, trcacheroufly left the unhappy and 
deluded Prince to his fate ; for which behaviour they are curfed by the Perfians and all 
th- followers of Ali to this day. Hoffein with hi# army had not advanced far, before 
intelligence was brought him, that the enemy had taken their ftation between him and 
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the rive* Euphrates, which lay in his intended roftte, by means of which he was -en- 
tirely cutoff from the water ; an event of the tnoft diflrc fling -nature, in the fujtry 
cliihateof Mefopotamia, wh. re, from the violence of the heat, the weary traveller, even 
when fupplipi with water, can fcarcely cxift. Deprived of that rifleeffary article, how 
trying mull the fituation he! Indeed this circumftance was the primary caufe of all 
the misfortunes which befel him : — his men, ;ii (heartened at the idea of perilhing with 
third, forlook him in great numbers, deferring fo very fall that in a few days his whole 
force was reduced to the inconfiderable number of feventy-two perfons, among whom 
were feveral of his own kindred, particularly his brother A bbas Ali,his nephew Cafntr, the 
fon of his brother Haffan, his own fon Zein al Abudeen, a youth of twelve years of 
age, and his t^o infant children* Akbar and Afkur; of the females, were his daughter 
Sekeena, his lifter Zeintb, and his aunt Koolfom. I11 this fituation continual fkir- 
tnilhes and diftrefles thickening upon him were finally terminated on the 10th of Mo- 
ll lyrum, when Ibn Said advancing with his whole force, furrounded his little troop, 
and they were cut to pieces, after fighting molt defperately. Afker, Hoftein’s infant 
fon, was killed by arrows in his father’s lap ; and Hoflein himfelf, at length exhaufted 
with fatigue, and fainting under a multitude of wounds, fell. His head was immediately 
cut oft’, and the enemy’s troops then rulhing into the tent, began a general plunder, and 
took prildners the remaining fon of Hoflein, who was fick in bed, together with the 
females of the family already mention 'd ; bereaving them at the fame time of their 
ornaments and jewels, and treating them in a xnort infulting manner. A few days 
after, they were all conveyed to Damafcus, with the head of Hoflein, to be pre- 
fented to the Caliph Yezzeed. 

The tradition goes, that at this period an ambaflador from one of the European Hates 
happened to refide at the -Caliph’s court, who, on the arrival of the prifoners, was 
ftruck with companion at the miferable appearance they made, and alked Yezzeed who 
they were ; the Caliph replied, that they were of the family of the prophet Mahomed, 
and that the head was the head of Hoflein the fon of Ali, w hom he had caufed to be put 
to death for his rebellion ; w hereupon the ambaflador rofe up and reviled the Caliph 
very bitterly for thus treating the family of his own prophet. The haughty Yezzeed, 
enraged at the affront, ordered the ambaflador to go himfelf and bring him the head of 
Zein al Abudeen, on pain of immediate death ; this, however, the ambaflador flatly re- 
filled j and, as the Perfians believe, embracing the head of Hoflein, turned Muffulman j 
on which he was immediately put to death by the command of Yezzeed. 

All thefe various events are reprefented by the Perfians during the firft ten years, of 
Mohurrum. On the 27th of the preceding month of Zulhuj, they erecl the mumbirs 
on the pulpits in the mofques, the infides of which are on this occafion lined with 
black cloth. On the lftrof Mohurrum, the Akhunds, and Peilh Numazzs (or Maho* 
medan priefts) mount the pulpits, and begin what is denominated by the Perfians,. 
H wakaa, or a recital of the life and actions of Ali, and his fons Huflim and Hoflein j 
defifribing at the fame time the circumftances attending the melancholy fate of the 
Imaum Hoflein : the recital is made in a flow folemn tone of voice, and is really affe&ing 
to hear, being written with all the pathetic degrace the Perfian language is capable of 
exprefling. At intervals the people ftrike theii^reafts with violence, wreeping bitterly 
at$he fame time, and exclaiming, ah Hoflein ! ah Hoflein 1 Heif az Hoflein ! Alas for 
Hoflein ! Other parts of the wakaa aj|e in verfe, {which are fung i& cadence to a dole- 
ful tune. Each day fome'jjSarticular a&iopof the ftory is reprefented by people feletted 
for the purpdfe of perfonating thole confened in it ; effigies alfo are brought out and 
carried in proceifion through the different neighbourhoods : among thefe they have 
vou ix* hn one 
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one reprefenting the river Euphrates, which they call Abi Ferat. Troops of boys 
and young men, fome perfonating the foldiers of Ibn Saad, others thofe Qf Hoflein 
and his company, run about the ftreets, beating and fkirmifhing with each other, 
and each have rheir.refpe£tive banners and enfigns of diflin£tion. Another pageant 
reprefents the Caliph Yezzeed feated on a magnificent throne, furrounded by guards ; 
and by his fide is placed the European ambaffador before mentioned. 

Among the molt affe&ing reprefentations is the marriage of young Cafim, the fon 
of Hufl'un, and nephew of Hoflein, with his daughter ; but this was never confummated, 
as Cafim was killed in a fkinnifh on the banks of the Euphrates, on the 7th of 
Mohurrutn. On this occafion, a boy reprefents the bride, decorated in her wedding 
garments, and attended by the females of the family chanting a mourrtful elegy, in 
which is related the circumftances of her betrothed hufband being cut oft' by infidels — 
(for fuch is the term by which the Sheias fpeak of the Sunnies). The parting between 
her and her hufband is alfo reprefented, when on his going to the field fhe takes an 
a fledt innate leave of him ; and, on his quitting her, prefents him with a burial veft, 
which fhe puts round his neck : at this fight the people break out into the mod pafiionate 
exclamations of grief and diltrefs, and execrate the mod bitter curfes upon Yezzeed, 
and all thofe who had any concern in deftroying the family of their Imaum. 

The facred pigeons, w hich are affirmed by the Perfians to have carried the news 
of Hoflein ’s death from Kerbclai to Medeena (having firft dipped their beaks in his 
blood as a confirmation) are alfo brought forth on this occafion. The horfes on 
which Hoflein and his brother Abbas are fuppofed to have rode, are (hewn to the people, 
painted as covered wfith wounds, and ftuck full of arrows. 

During thofe various proceflions much injury is often fuftained, as the Perfians are 
all frantic even to vnthufiafm, and they believe uniformly that the fouls of thofe flain 
during the Mohurrunt will infallibly go that inftant into Paradife ; this, added to their 
frenzy, which for the time it lafts is fuch as I never faw exceeded by any people, makes 
them defpife and even court death. Many there are who inflift voluntary wounds on 
themfelves, and fome who almoft entirely abftain from water during thefe ten days, 
in memory of, and as a fuflerance for, what their Imaum fullered from the want of 
that article ; and all people abftain from the bath, and even from changing their cloaths 
during the continuance of the Mohurrutn. On the 10th day, the coffins of thofe 
flain in the battle arc brought forth, ftained with blood, on which feimitars and turbans, 
adorned with herons’ feathers, are laid : — thefe are folemnly interred, after which 
the priefts again mount the pulpits and read fhe w'akaa. The whole is concluded with 
curfes and imprecations on the Caliph Yezzeed. 

The Perfians affirm this to be a martyrdom, and throughout the whole of the recital 
Hoflein is diftinguifhed by the appellation of Sheheed, orthe martyr. They add, 
that he alfo knew of, and voluntarily fuffered it as an expiation for the fins of all who 
believe in Ali, and confequenlly that all who lament the death of their Imaum, fliall 
find favour at the day of judgment : they further affert, that if Hoflein had thought 
prqpcr to make ufe of the pow'ers of his Imaumfhip, the whole world could not have 
hurt him, but that he chofe to fuffer^voluntary death, that his followers might reap 
the benefit of it in a future ftate : \mence arifes the belief among the Perfians, that 
at the day of judgment Fatima, the wife of Ali, and mother of the two Imautps 
Hufl'un and Hoflein, will prefent herfelf before the throne of God, with the fevered 
head of Hoflein in One hand, and the heart ofjfluflun (who was poifoned) in the other, 
demanding ablolufion in their name for thekfins of the followers of Ali; and they 
di»al>t not but God will grant their requclt. — I had thefe particulars from a religious 
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Perfian, and as they are not generally known to Europeans, I have taken the liberty of 
infertingjhejn. 

The death of the Itnaum IiulTun (who was poifoned by Ayefha the widow of 
Magomed at Madeena) is lamented by the followers of Ali on thf> 28th of the month 
Sefr,* being the day which he died, but it is not kept with fo great folemnity as thofe 
of Mohurrum ; although Huffun is mentioned during that period. Many perfons have 
confounded thefe together, and erroneoufly fuppofe the Deba of Mohurrum to be 
equally for both } but I was particularly inquilitivc on this head, and was allured 
by feveral perfons that the diftiiuSHon between the two was very confiderable. 

Return from Shirau~.~\ On the nth of October 1787, I let off from Shirauz on 
my return to India : as I came down by the fame route as I went, I lhall only mention 
the different Itages, with a few flight obfevations, which by rcafon of my illnefs, I was 
before unable to attend to.— 12th and 13th, paffed the villages of Khoon Zineoon, 
and Defterjun. 14th, We arrived at Kazeroon. 

Kazeroon. Kazeroon, by its remains, appears formerly to have been a city of 
confiderable note, and in fize little inferior to Shirauz ; it is lituated in the centre of 
an extenfive plain, furrounded by high mountains ; there is a line lake, about four 
miles call of the city. In the vicinity of Kazeroon, great quantities of opium are 
produced, but the Perfians do not make this very valuable commodity an article of 
trade ; I Ihould imagine they did in former times, as the opium of Kazeroon is much 
fpoken of in the Ealt. The city, excepting a mofque, and the governor's palace and 
gardens, has nothing remarkable in it. 

15th, 16, and 17th, We remained at Kazeroon. — 1 8th, We arrived at Comarige. — 
As I have not before particularly deferibed the mode of travelling in Perlia, it may, 
perhaps be acceptable in tins place. 

Mode of travelling in Perfta.~\ A cafila is compofed of camels, horfes, and mules, 

the whole of whic^ are under the direction of a cheharwa dar or mailer. It is to 

him the price of a mule or camel is paid, and he llipulates with the traveller to feed 

and take care of the beall during the journey ; he has under him leveral inferior 

fervants, who help to unload the bealls of burden, take them to water, and attend 

them during forage. The cafila, whilft on the journey, keeps as clofe as pollible, 

and on its arrival at the Munzil Gah, or place of encampment for the day, each load 

is depofited on a particular fpot, marked out by the mailer, to which the merchant 

who owns the goods repairs ; his baggage forms a crefcent ; in the centre are placed 

the bedding and provifions } a rope or line made of hair is then drawn round the whole, 

at the dillance of about three yards each way, which ferves to diltinguilh the feparate 

encampments. During the night, the bealls are all brought to their llations, oppofitc 

to the goods they are tb carry in the morning, and are made fall to the hair rope 

aforementioned. At the hour of moving, which is generally between three and four 

in the morning, they load the mules and camels. In doing this, the paffengers are 

Awakened by the jingling of the bells tied round the necks of the bealls, in order to 

prevent their Ilraggling during the march. A paffage from Hafiz may probably be 

not unacceptable to the reader, in this place, as it ferves to illullrate the cultom above 

deferibed. 

♦ 

** The bell proclaims aloud, bind on vour burdens /’* Odes of Hafiz. 

When every thing is ready, the chenarwa dar orders thofe neareft the road ro 
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advance, and the whole moves .off in regular fucceflion, in the fame order as the 
preceding day. 

19th, 20th, 21/1, and 22d, wepaffed the villages ofKhiflit, Dowlakie, Berazgoon, 
and Chekaduk. — Qn the 23d, we arrived at Abu Shehr, where I met with a«tnoft 
polite and hofpiiable reception from Mr. Charles Watkins, the Company’s Refident 
at that place. 

On the 2 2d of December I embarked on board the Scorpion cruizer, Captain Jervis, 
for Buffora, who very politely made me the offer of a paffagc. — 24th, in the evening, 
palled the Buffora Bar, and on the 28th came to anchor oppofue the town. 

Bvjjhra. j The city of BulTbra is fituated at the extremity of the Perfian Gulph, 
in latitude 3 T‘ 30' north, on the banks of a freflt water river, called the Shat al Arab, 
which is a branch of the Euphrates ; that river uniting with it about fifty miles to the 
north-weft of Ba flora. The city is a very large one, but indifferently fortified : a mud 
wall encircles the town, having baftions and turrets alfo of mud ; it had formerly 
a wet foffe, this is now dried up in many parts. Buffora, notwithflanding thefe 
disadvantages, held out upwards of eight months when befieged by the Perfians in 
1 777 ; it was evacuated at the end of the enfuing year, occasioned by the death of 
Kerim Khan, Vakeel of Perfia. Although the great defart extends to the very walls 
•of the city, the banks of the river on each fide are exceedingly fertile and pleafant ; 
they produce com, pulfe, rice, and fcveral European fruits : but that whictfTnoft adds 
both to the pleafant fituation and profit of the place, is the date tree ; by the cultivation 
and produce of this tree, a considerable revenue arifes to the Turkifh government. 
The vicinity of Buffora abounds in game, particularly hares, partridges, and the wild 
hog, whofe flefh is of a delicious flavour. The modern Buffora is fourteen days 
journey (by couriers) from Aleppo. There is a very grand mofque in Buffora, and 
alfo a convent of Italian miffionaries. The city is at prefent under the government 
of the Turks, and the refidencc of a Muffullem, appointed by the Baflia of Bagdad, 
Under whom he ads. 

The following are the particulars of a revolution that took place about eight 
months ago. 

Revolution at BuJfora.~\ In the middle of April 1 787, Sheick Twiny, an independent 
Arabian chief of the tribe of Montifeeks (whole country is fituated to the eaflward 
of Buffora on the Grand Defert), arrived at the village of Zubeer, on his return from 
an expedition he had undertaken againfl his enemies ; in which he was fuccefsful ; 
the Muffellem, or Turkifh governor, came out from the city to meet and congratulate 
him on the occafion. 

The Sheick of the Montifeeks had long had it in his mind to obtain poffeflion of 
Buffora, which he laid claim to, and confidered as the right of his family ; deeming 
the prefent, therefore, a more favourable opportunity, he, without further ceremony, 
made the Turkifh governor, and thofe who accompanied him, prifoners, which was 
effeded without bloodfhed, and before the Turks could entertain the leaft fufpicion' 
of his intentions. The following day the Sheick fent into the city a body of fifteen 
hundred Arabs, who took poffefiion of the ferai, or governor’s palace, and every 
thing, without oppofition, there being but few Turks in the place, and not mope than 
two hundred troops in all. The place was preferved in its ufual order, arid the 
property of individuals remained fafe. On t|e third day,, the Shieck Twiny rpade 
his own entry, accompanied by the remainder of his army, being about five thoufand 
men. The Arab government immediately 6^amenced. 

The 
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The commanders of the Turkifh fhips in the river were depofed, and Arabians 
appointed • in their room ; and fhortly after, the Muflellem, with the council, the 
Dufterdar, or treafurer, and the principal officers under the Turkifh government, were 
embarked on board fhip, and failed for India. 

Tnefe fleps being taken, the Sheick began to prepare himfelf for the confequences 
that might enfue, and firft he wrote letters to Conftantinople, excufing what he had 
done, by alleging and endeavouring to prove, that Buflora had originally belonged to 
his own proper anceftors, and that, as a free and independent chief of a tribe, he had 
undoubted right to obtain what was his due. But he further obferved, that in order 
the Porte might perceive how anxious he was to fettle matters amicably, and if pbffible 
procure peace, he had on this occafion forborne the victor’s right, and had hitherto 
held untouched both the perfons as well as the property of individuals whom the laws 
of war gave him a power over ; that order and juftice were as rightfully adminiftared 
ns before. He finally concluded his letters with profcfiions of allegiance to the Porte, 
on condition of his being nominated to the Bafhalick of Bagdad and Buflora 
united in one, and hoped the Sultaun would lend a favourable ear to a requeft fo 
juftly made. 

Thefe letters he difpatched to Conftantinople, and at the fame time providing for 
the worft that might occur, he augmented his army ; after which, affembling the 
Jews, Armenians, and other merchants of Buflora, he requefted from them the fum. 
of fix thoufand tomans as a loan, for which he informed them a bond (hould be given. 
The merchants, though averfe to a propofal fo extraordinary in its nature, from the 
poffeflbr of Buflora, yet had no other refource than compliance left them: and it was 
fome confolation to them to refleCt, that the Sheick had given them hopes of re-pay- 
ment at a future period ; and to do him juftice, there was every probable reafon to 
fuppofe, in cafe of ' jccefs, he would have done fo. The fum propofed was raifed, 
and the bonds delivered. Shortly after, Sheick Twiny quitted the city, and marched 
his army to the village of Naranta. on the banks of the Euphrates, in the direct road 
to Bagdad, where he encamped and refolved to await the coming of the Bafha, and rifle 
his fortune on the iffiie of a pitched battle. 

It will now be neceflary to obferve, that af the furprifing of Buflora, before men- 
tioned, the eldeft brother of Sheick Twiny had deferted his camp, and fled to Soliqian, 
the Baflia of Bagdad, claiming his protection. This perfon whofc name is Sheick 
Ahumud (for chiefs of families amongft the Arabs have always the appellative of 
Sheick), had been fet afide from the fucceflion at the death of their father, which ever 
after gave Rim a difguft towards his brother, and he eagerly longed for an opportunity 
to emancipate himfelf, and acquire a party of his own. This was offered him on the 
prefent occafion ; he was received by the Bafha with open arms, and the ftrongeft 
affurances of fupport and protection were given him. 

Soliman, on receiving intelligence of the revolution, aflembled his army r ; and the 
m^re to ftrengthen his party, he refolved to feek the alliance of an Arabian tribe bor 
dering on Buflora to the fouth-weft. This tribe (whofechiefis called Sheick Chaubi), 
from their vicinity to the city, have it in their power to become either veij ufeful or 
very youblefome neighbours, their country extending along the banks of the river 
below *t he town, and they aliiq, poffeffmg a confiderable fleet of armed gallivats. To 
this tribe Sheick Twiny had previoufly made an offer of alliance; but they demanding 
what Re thought too mufch, as the reward of friendfhip at this critical juncture, he un- 
wifely relinquifhed the idea, which hisjgore politic adversary the Bafha took advantage 
©f, and a treaty of alliance and friencunip was fettled between therrl. The Balha, on 
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this occafion, was liberal in the donation of two diftri&s of land, which he granted to 
the Chaubi. 

During the interval of thofe preparations, the letters fent by Twiny had arrived at 
the Porte : they remained unanfwered to him, but a pofitive order was difpatched to 
the Bafha of Bagdad to fend the head of Twiny to Conftantinople, the Porte making 
no other obfervation on the matter, but difdaining to treat with the chief of a petty 
Arabian tribe. 

The Baflia, being now fully prepared, fet forward in the beginning of O (Sober 1787. 
On the 23d inftant, he came up with the Arabs, and on the 251b the Turks gained a 
complete viftory over the 3 heick and his adherents. The a&ion was fought on the 
banks of the Euphrates ; the conflict was bloody, and for fome time doubtful, but at 
length the Arabs giving way, a total rout enfued, and Sheick Twiny was obliged to 
fly from the field of battle, attended by a few followers. 

Buflora, by this vi&ory, once more fell into the hands of the Turks, and the re* 
eftablifliment of the Turkifh government became the neceffary confequence. Though 
every thing at prefent is quiet, and the troubles are terminated, yet the trade of .the 
place has fuffered greatly thereby, and it will take fome time to reftore it. 

'Ihe unfortunate merchants, on this occafion, befides lofing what they had lent to 
Sheick T. winy, were obliged to deprecate the anger of the Baflia by a new fine, who 
alfo gave orders for double duties to be exacted on all goods for that year f| and this, 
as the Sheick had before received the like, fell very heavy upon them. The Baflia, 
after eftablifhiog a new Muflellem, returned to Bagdad. Sheick Twiny has lately fent 
fubmiflive letters ; but the Baflia has confirmed Sheick Ahumud in the chieflhip of 
the Montifeeks, and is refolved to maintain him in it.-— Buffora, Feb. ift, 1788. 

On the 1 2th of February 1788, 1 embarked on board the brig Futta Illahi, Captain 
Nimmo, on my return to India. 1 cannot, however, quit the Perfian Gulpb, with- 
out making my acknowledgments to Meflrs. Manefly and Jones, of the Buflora 
fa&ory, who did every thing in their power to render my fliort flay with them agree- 
able. After touching at Mufcat, Cocheen, and Mafulipatnam. on the 22d of April we 
arrived in Ballafore roads j and on the 2^th anchored off Calcutta after an abfence o£ 
two years and two months. 


Forfan et hac olim meminijfc juvahit !■ 
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extracts 

FROM !' . 

FO R S TE R'S TRAVELS, 


CONCERNING THE NORTHERN PARTS OF PERSIA •. 


O N the 5th November 1783, in an open well-cultivated plain, fix furfungs, where, 
halting for a few hours, the kafilah proceeded two and a half furfungs further, to 
Kandahar. This city, comprized within an ordinary fortification of about three miles 
in circumference, and of a fquare form, is populous' and flourifhing ; and lying in the 
great road which conne&s India with Perfia and Tartary, has been long a dif- 
tinguilhed mart. 

At KariHahar are eftablifhed many Hindoo families, chiefly of Moultan and the Raje- 
poot diftrifts, who, by their induftry and mercantile knowledge, have eflentially aug- 
mented its trade and wealth. The Turcoman merchants of Bochara and Samarcand 
alfo frequent this mart, whence they tranfport into their own country a confiderable 
quantity of indigo, with which commodity Kandahar is annually fuppjied from various 
parts ot Upper India, lids city is more abundantly fupplied with provifions, and at a 
cheaper rate than any place I have feen on the weft fide of the Indus. The grapes and 
melons of numerous kinds are peculiarly high flavoured, and are comparable with the 
firft fruits of Europe, lhe extenfivc range of Ihops occupied by Hindoo traders, 
with the cafe and contentment exprefled in their deportment, affords a fair teftimony of 
their enjoying at Kandahar liberty and prote&ion. 

A fon of Timur Shah governs the city, with a traCt of dependent territory, which 
produces, it is faid, a revenue of eighteen lacks of rupees ; and it may be juftly con- 
cluded, from the appearance of all clafles of people, that this colle&ion is made without 
any extraordinary rigour. The environs of Kandahar occupy an extenfive plain, covered 
with fruit gardens and cultivation, which are interfered with numerous ftreams of fo 
excellent a quality as to become proverbial ; and the climate is happily tempered, be- 
tween the heats of India and the cold of Ghizni. 

It is generally fuppoled in Europe that Kandahar ftands in a coi ntrv of mountains, and 
we fpeak of the lofty pafles of Kandahar, as a point not lefs clearly afeertained than the 
exiftence of the Alps. Permit me to reCtify this popular error, which, like many of a 
fimilar texture, has made mountains of mole-hills, and acquaint you, that the face of 
the country furrounding the new city of Kandahar forms an extenfive plain, which as 
it approaches the fite of the old fortrefs, becomes interfperfed with hills ; but they 
are ofjt moderate height ; nor do they form any barrier of difficult accefs, or deep 
extent. 

On leaving Kabul, Bagdafir, my Georgian hoft, had given me introductory letteif *0 
two Turkifh refidents of Kandahar j the; one kept a fmall fhop in the bazar, the other, 

* A Journey from Bengal to England, by George Forster, Vol. II. 
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Aga Ahmed, had a warehoufe of fome note in the karavanfera. This perfon received 
me in a courteous manner, and though then in the character of a Chriftian, l did not 
experience any of that haughtinefs of manner, with which Mahometans ufually regard 
thofeof our faith. He even directed his countryman, the fhopkeeper, to provide the 
ncceffaries for my journey, and to carefully guard againft any fraud. 

■ The immediate departure of a kafilah, and the fall approach of winter, when the road 
to Perfia is impalfable, determined me to proceed to Herat ; though I wifhed much for 
a few days’ refidence at Kandahar. Aga Ahmed made an agreement with the kafilah 
ballii # for my paifage, and alio that I fhould be furnifhed with an attendant : this bene- 
volent 'J'urk did not formally recommend me to the director's care, but enjoined him, 
on the forfeiture of his favour, to ihew me-a particular kindnefs, which was only to be 
.teftified by producing my written afiurancc. Could I have found a fit affociatc to divide 
the. cares of houfe-keeping, I would have remained at Kandahar during the winter, as 
I ftill felt the effects of the late fieknels, and feared a relapfe from the fatigue of travel- 
ling ; but the predicament in which I flood wholly precluded any domeftic connexion 
with the Mahometans ; and that of fome ftray Armenians, whom I found there, did not 
feem elig : ble. 

The road from Ghizni to Kandahar, accordihg to my grofs obfervations, tends to the 
fouth-wefl ; and the country has generally a barren afpeft, with a fcanty fupply of wood 
and water. The buildings, from a fcarcity of timber, are conltrufted, as in the Kabul 
diflrifts, of fun-burnt bricks, and covered with a fiat arched roof of the like materials. 

On the 8ih Of November left Kandahar, and proceeded to Koby, three furfungs, a 
fmall village furrounded by a fertile plain. At the diflance of two or three miles to the 
northward of Kandahar, is feen, on the left, the remains of the old fortification, {landing 
on the fununit of a rocky hill of a moderate height, but abrupt elevation. The road 
at this place tends over a ftony afeent of eafy accefs, fkirted on each fide with fcattered 
hills and wide intervals of level land. It is the form of this part of Afghaniflan, which 
has given rife, I apprehend, to the European belief of the mountains and paffes of 
Kandahar. 

On the 9th, at Aufkuckana, three furfungs, a fmall village on a thinly cultivated 
plain. Our flow progrels was occafioned by the Kafilah balhi remaining at the city to 
adjull fome bufinefs ; he had, however, wholly neglected mine, for not a perfon, when 
my left was known, would even touch my garment. 

My ill fortune on the lcore of an affociate, which fecined to purfue me with an invete- 
rate rigour, had now given me, in the place of the fcolding nurfe and crying child, a 
theological and very clamorous difputant. This bewildered man, unhappily for himfelf, 
and for his neighbours, had conned over foine of thofe books of ingenious devices and 
quaint fyllogifins, which are held in high note among the modern Mahometans, and 
have fixed among them a falle diflorted tafle. Even Hafis’s poems, fo confpicuoufly 
replete with wit, and with incitements to mere mortal pleafures, are tortured by them 
into praifes of Mahomet and his religion. Thi| fanatical logician was unknown to the 
other pafiengers, but he lofl no time in difplaymg to them his {tore of endowments j 
and feeing me a favourable fubjeft, he direfted his full force at my head. 

I had engaged the fervices of a travelling Arab taylor, and was anticipating the various 
conveniences which they promifed, when he was driven from the profpeft of an eafy 
livelihood by the threats of the logician, who denounced Mahomed’s vengeance againfl 
him if he eat the bread of an infidel. The poor man, hungry and almoft naked, flatted 

* Balhi in the Turkilh language fignifies head, and i* often applied in Perfia to the bead of a focietv 
«r party. 



BXTRACTS FROM FORSTER’S TRAVEL'S RELATING TO PERSIA. Bill 

at thedanger, and, fearful of incurring fo powerful a wrath, refigned his new office, 
and went to live as it might pleafe God, Thus had I the dreary profpeft of being 
pcftered for the term of twenty days, by this outrageous Mahometan, who, fo far from 
being cpnfcious of any mifchief, believed that he was performing an aft of extenfive 
merit. 

On the evening of the ioth, the kafilah moved, and arrived next morning at Howrah 
Muddit Khan *, fix furfungs ; the country open, and the foil a mixture of light fand and 
earth, producing generally that fpecies of weed which has been noted in the remarks 
of the road from Kabul to Kandahar. 

On the 13th, at Khackchamparah, fix furfungs. "No marks of habitation were fecn 
during the journey of thefe two la It days. 

On the 14th, at Greifhk, feven furfungs, a large walled village, on the fkirtsof which 
runs a final! ftream of good water ; halted two days at this place, where a toll is col* 
lefted on merchandize and pafiengers, and where a flock of provifions was laid in, to 
fupply our confumption through a traft of defert country, extending from this ftation to 
the weftward. My perfccuting neighbour had already deprived me of two fervants, 
when-, after much entreaty, mixed with a warm eulogium on his extenfive capacity, I 
prevailed on him to moderate his refentment againft me, and ceafe to anathematife thofe 
who might in future be induced, from their neceffity, to eat the bread of an infidel, 
lie had, by his rhetoric, precluded me even from the ufe of a barber ; one "of whom 
being obferved by him at the clofe of an operation on my head, was reprobated for his 
impurity in virulent language, and compelled to cleanfe his razor by ah ordeal procefs, 
the expence of which was defrayed by Chriftian j»oney. On paying the charge, I ob- 
ferved to our logician, whom I now treated with little ceremony, that he fhould alfo 
caufe the fhaver to purge the money by the like trial, that he might not be polluted by 
the touch; a precaution, I added, that would doubtlefs have been adopted, but for a 
fear of half the amount being loft in the large alloy that debafes all Mahometan coins. 
1 was, he faid, an incorrigible Kaufir, whom ill-fortune had placed with him on the fame 
camel, and which he feared could never thrive under fuch a weight of fin. 

The urgent calls of hunger now gave me a third fervant, who was in his way from 
Moultan, to make the pilgrimage of Mufchid f. Think how ardent muft have been 
the zeal which incited this pilgrim to fo diftant a journey, and fupported him againfl the 
inclemency of winter, and the inhofpitality of a rude people, with fcarcely a covering 
to his back, no (hoes to his feet, or an atom of money in his purfe. Though I gave him 
fome warm clothing and fubftantial food, he was not able to keep pace with our party. 

His fuccefl’or was a Kaihmirian, who had a countenance as demure as that of Gil 
Bias’s Ambrofe Lamela ; and, to the extent of his ability, as great a rogue. To enhance 
the value of his fervices, for which I was obliged to pay largely, he expatiated on the fin 
he was about to commit, eating the fait of an infidel ; but I foon found there was no 
reftriftion to his diet. Moft of the Afiatic nations have affixed to fait a certain facred 
property, but it is held in the higheft degree of reverence by the Mahometans, who fpeak 
of felt as Europeans do of bread. A fervant is faid to eat the fait of his mafter ; and, 
when guilty of ingratitude, he is ftigmatized with the name of a nimmock haram, or, a 
polluter of his fait ; which is, I believe, the only term applied by Mahometan nations 
to filch an offender. 

* Howrah fignifies an artificial fountain, or refervoir of water 5 one of which had bc*a conftru&cd at 
this place by Muddit Khan, for the accommodation of travellers, 

+ It is at this day the reputed capital of Khorafan. 
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Here I am induced to notice the ominous qualities vulgarly afcribed on fonae occafionti 
to fait in our own country ; as when it is accidentally fpilled, fome part is thrown over 
the left fhoulder, that the fuppofed enfuing evil may be averted j a ceremony I have 
feea even obfexved by thofe who were far removed from the lower dalles of life. But 
early imprelfions arc not eafily effaced, and they often impart to the ideas a tailing 
colour ; efpecially among thofe who are fecluded from the more hacknied paths of 
the world. 

On the 1 7th at Shah Nadir, a ftation in the defert, feven furfungs. This refervoir, 
built by Nadir Shah, is a fquare of about twenty feet, over which ts ereCted on pillars 
a terrace, which extending beyond the margin of the water, affords a convenient lodg- 
ing to travellers. 

On the 1 8th at Shorab*, five furfungs ; fome fpots of cultivation were Scattered around 
this ftation, but no village in fight. 

On the 19th at Lungerah, a place of halt, in a defert country, where we found only 
one weak fpring of water, which was quickly confumed. 

On the 20th at Dilaram, fix furfungs, a fort in ruins, which is Ikirted by a rivulet, 
on whofc margin are feen fome fcattering trees $ a rare fight in this laud ! but the adja- 
cent country is barren and uninhabited. 

On the 2 1 ft at Buckwau, feven furfungs, a ftation in the defert. 

On the 2 2d at Drauve in the defert, fix furfungs. This day the fun , 1 ) jot forth his 
rays with great force, and the ground which we occupied being a bare laud, reflected 
an intenle heat. Whilft I was panting under a very flimfy covering, 1 oblerved that my 
neighbour, a Turkoman Seid, who had no Ihelter, was ftruck by the fun, and lay ftrug- 
gling in a violent agony. 

The Mahometans thought him poffeffed with the devil, and inftoad of affording any 
proper aid, began an extraordinary converfation with the fuppofed fiend ; efpecially my 
learned affociate ; who, in a peremptory manner, ordered the devil to depart out of the 
body of a true believer, and a branch of the holy Hock ; but, feeing that the command 
had no effeft, though conveyed in Arabic and a vehement tone of voice, I requelled to 
interfere ; and lifting the incumbent from the ground, threw fome water on his face, 
and forcibly poured a quantity down his throat. The Seid foon felt the natural benefit 
of this adminiftration ; but the violence of the (hock created a temporary ftupefa&ion, 
during which he uttered fo incoherent a language that it confirmed the opinion that a 
demon was fpeaking, and not the Tartar. 

Our logician addreffed the infernal perfonage in a very fpirited harangue, feverely 
reprehending his entrance into the body of one of the prophet’s defeendants, and chal- 
lenging him, that the cloven foot might confpicuoufly appear, to repeat the Mahometan 
creed. To this teft the fhattered ftate of the Seid’s ienfes were not yet equal ; nor was 
it uadi he had ftnoked his pipe, that he diftinttly, and with furrounding applauf*, pro- 
nounced his creed and (hook off all diabolical connection. 

On the 23d at Ghurmow, in the defert, five furfungs. This evening my perfecuting 
companion left our party, and proceeded with fome Hindoo traders to Fera, an Afghan 
town of fome note, lying about forty oar fifty miles to the fouth-weft of Drauze. But my 
joy at this riddance, tike moft joys of fublunary texture, was of ftiort duration ; for we 
vacant place fell to the lot of a much more obnoxious affociate. 

I begin now to be afhamed at having impofed upon you fo large a portion of private 
ftory } yet, without it, I perceive my fubjeft would be as barren as the land I travel 

* Signifying fait, or brackiih water j but at tbit ftation the water was frefb. 
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over, which exhibits to the fatigued eye one vaft fterile plain, without rivers, wood, or 
lcarcely a place of human habitation. Though perfonal reeitals are ufually fufpeCted 
of vanity, and even in their beft fenfe partake more of the amazing than the inftru&ive 
qualities, you may perhaps gather from my anecdotes, fome fubfidiary knowledge of the 
human character ; an important fubjeCt, and not lefs various than the human face. My 
next afiociate was the Arab taylor, already mentioned, who fucceeded to the vacant 
pannier by the affi fiance of one of his countrymen in our party, a trader of fome note. 
A conversation held when I was thought afleep, fome nights before, between the logician 
and the taylor j in which the latter was ftrenuoufly exhorted to rob me, boded no good 
from the change ; and this counfel was ftrengthened by a doCtrine very prevalent 
among the lower claffes of Mahometans, that it is meritorious and laudable to attack 
the property of an infidel. Nor was the advice loft on the taylor, who promifed an 
aCtive diligence in performing the required fervice. Combining, therefore, the intereft 
of the world with that of his religion, he commenced a brifk attack on my chattels ; but 
which, at that time, my vigilance preferved. His fubfequent attempts, however, were 
more fuccefsful, as were feen in the diminution of my apparel. This freebooting fyftem 
of ;he taylor’s kept me in conftant alarm, and difplayed every day, in ftrong colours, the 
ill confequenccs of my Chriftian garb. 

On the 24th at Ghiraunee, fix furfungs. A populous walled village, fituate near a 
ftnall running water. Halted there the next day to make the payment of a toll, and pur- 
chafe provifions for a three days’ journey over a defert, w hich reaches from this place 
to the confines of Khorafan. My Kafhmirian fervant was wholly diverted of religious 
fervour, or a religious cloak. For he neither prayed nor wafhed ; but, was much ad- 
dicted to theft ; and while the taylor purloined my cloaths, he was occupied in ftealing 
my victuals. Yet this propenfity was, in fome degree, compenfated by his fervices, 
which found aCtive employment in bringing water and fuel, baking cakes, and boiling 
my coffee. 

On the 27th at Khoos, in the defert, five furfungs. The taylor’s payments for con- 
veyance not being regularly made, the feat was again put up to fale, when it was pur- 
chafed by an Hindoftany Mahometan, who had left his wife and family at Juanpour, in 
the diftriCt of Benares, and was thus far advanced on a pilgrimage to Mufchid. From 
the mouth of this devotee, who had formerly been a marauding foldier, there iffued 
an almoft inceffant ejaculation of prayer. In truth it may be laid, that he overflowed 
in holy zeal ; for he prayed and cried in a fucceffive rotation. What an extraordinary 
chara&er would this be thought in a country where its inhabitants, though fhunning 
no peril or fatigue in the purfuit of wealth and pleafure, will fcarcely crofs a ftreet 
to look into a church. The various precepts of education and religion, eftablilhed in 
the world, but efpecially, the different orders of government, produce fo ftrong a 
diflimilarity in the manners of men, that in inveftigating thofe of the moft oppofite 
tendency, they would feem to arife from beings of a diftinCt fpecies. 

On the 28th at Gimmuch, feven furfungs, a ftatkm in the defert. 

On the 29th at Ouckal, a large walled village, ftanding within the limit of the 
province of Khorafan, and inhabited wholly by Perfians. It is proper here to obferve, 
that the natives of Perfia proper, particularly the foldiery, are often termed at home, 
as in foreign countries, Kuzzel Bach; a Turkilh compound, fignifying v ; I am 
informed, red head, and originally from the Perfian cap being covered at the top, 1 
with red cloth. 

On the 30th a halt. 

On the 31ft at Sheerbuchlh, a defert ftation, fix furfungs. 

002. Oh 
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On the i ft of November, at Zearut Ghah, feven furfungs. A fmall village, on the 
fkirts of which are feen the remains of fome tombs or religious edifices. 

On the ad, at the city of Herat, three furfungs. The road from Kandahar to 
Gimmuch leads to the weft, or weft by north j from thence to Herat, it has, I appre- 
hend, nearly a northern courfe, yet I cannot account for the fudden deviation of the 
track. The country is generally open, and interfperfed with barren rocky hills of a 
moderate height. The foil is light and' fandy, producing naturally little elfe than the 
aromatic weed before noted. 

The city of Herat (lands oh a fpacious plain, which is interfered with many fprings 
of running water, fome of which are fupplied with bridges ; and the numerous villages, 
furrounded with plantations, mull afford a pleafant view to the traveller, whole eye has 
been wearied with thede'erts of Afghaniftan. 

The director of the k.ifnYJi canid us to the karavanfera, where paflengers only are 
lodged ; the othc% places of this defci iption being all occupied by reiident traders. In 
the Tquare of the karavanfera I perceived an Armenian, whom 1 informed, with little 
ceremony, left he Ibould hear a lefs favourable ftory, that 1 was an European, return- 
ing from India into my own country : but, for greater perfonal fecurity, I had affumed 
the name of an Armenian. And to quiet any lulpicion of the truth of my relation, I 
produced a letter, which the Georgian, Bagdalir, had written in my favour to an Arme- 
nian, who lived in a village about forty miles from Herat. My addrels was doled by 
obferving, that though notin want of money, I Hood in great need of his friendly offices, 
as he muff be well aware of the various difficulties affecting thofe of our fed, especially 
when alone, among fo bigotred a people as thofe of Khorafan. The Armenian heard 
the little oration, which all my powers of fpeech had pointed at him, with a refolute 
coolnefs, and perceiving, I fuppofe, that my acquaintance would yield no profit, he 
turned from me and went away, without even expreffing the common terms of civility. 
The frequent occafions which have occurred to me of noticing the Armenian character, 
foon cooled my refentment, and enabled me to reconcile the wearinels and apathy of 
this man, with the common principles which govern his fed. 

The prefen t race of Armenians, like the Jews, are, with little exception, occupied ia 
commerce, chiefly in its fmalleft branches, and having long loft with their country the 
fpirit of patriotifm, diverted alfo of any valuable attainments of knowledge, they exhibit 
but a faint diferimination of churader ; being generally indultrious, lervile, and dif- 
honeft ; they are Scattered over various parts of Turkey, Perfia, and India, where, 
except in the Engiilh colonies, they live on a precarious fuflerance, being often, on. 
trivial pretences, infulted, oppreffed, and plundered. To palliate the evils inherent to 
their fituation, and create a fubllitute for powers, honours, and national importance, 
theypurfue the different roads of traffic with unremitting ardour, and invariably meafure 
their pleafures by the mere extent of their wealth. Little fulceptible of friendship, 
they are rarely induced to afford, even among theinfelves, mutual affiftance, or dif-. 
pofed to promote the enjoyment of fociety : the Armenians at this day are divided into 
two general claffes ; the one, the moll numerous, eftablilhed in the Turkilh dominions ; 
the other in Perfia. 

The city of Jolfa, contiguous to Ifpahan, was exprefsly founded for the accommodation 
of the Armenians, by Shah Abbas, who, aware of the benefits that would accrue to his 
kingdom from a comnjoerdal and temperate people, gave them an ample protection, 
and many indulgencies. He permitted them, it is faid, to accompany their adventures, 
to foreign countries, and advanced a capital to thofe not already opulent, but he always 
detk their families at Jolfa in pledge of good conduct. The Indian Armenians of the 
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Jolfa colony, and from an actual refidence in that city, or fprung from families origi- 
nally fettled there, are all converfant in the Perfian language, . The vicinity of the 1 \t- 
fian gulf, which has long maintained an important trade with India, naturally allured 
the Armenians to a region, which at once held out to them the hope of fpeedy opulence, 
and the advantages of a temperate government. Nor did they ever think of returning 
into Perfia ; but having smarted a fufficient wealth, purchafed the releafe of their families 
on the payment of large funis. 

From the defer! pi ion given of the Armenian charader, which I am not confcidur. 
of having in the lead overcharged, you will not be f'urprized at the mode in which I 
was received by my brother Cbrifliau at Herat. But 1 now determined to Hide into the 
Mahometan community, on the firft fair occafion : feeing, that without adding one 
benefit, I was like to become a martyr to our faith. In all parts of the city which L 
frequented, I was known only as a Mahometan, except in the karavanfera, where I ex- 
perienced uncording iniuit and derffion ; lor the Perfians a fleet a greater fern pie in 
communicating with thole of a different religion, than any other fed of Mahometans. 

I was not even permitted to draw water out of a common well, but ordered to place 
my veil'd on the ground, which was filled by a perfon hired for the purpofe, from a 
height and not touched. When I have been waiting for this fupply, the town boys,, 
who in their round of diver lion would occafionally take our karavanfera in their way, 
learning that l was an impure perfon, ufed to form a circle round me, and defined to- 
have the unclean part (hewn to them, and feemed much difappointed on being told- 
that I was unclean all over. My journey hitherto, if not productive of other advantage, 
has corrected my former belief of Mahometan politenefs and fuavity of manners, and 
alfo I trull, qualified that infolencc of carriage, which 1 have too frequently evinced to 
the inhabitants of our pattern territories. 

Could one of our Indian grandees in the fulnefs of his power, feated in a palankeen, 
perhaps on an elephant, furrounded with thofe bands of ftickmen and pikemen, who dif- 
perfe every man and boaft that dares to crofs his way : could this perfonage be fran- 
fported on the fudden to Herat, l ow fpeedily would he be diverted of his plumes, and. 
reduced to his Ample value. Whenever I quitted the purlieus of my lodging, I became 
a grave hyprocritical Mufl'ulman, with the enjoyment of all his privileges ; and the city 
containing a various description of people, there was little apprehenfion of a difeovery. 

I daily frequented the eating-houfes, where all the talk of the day is circulated, and; 
chiefly fabricated, in conjundion with the barber’s fhop, which in Herat has a neat ap- 
pearance. In the centre of it Hands a fnia.ll (tone pillar, on the top of which is placed 
a cup of wafer, in readinefs for operation, and the fides of the fliop are decorated with 
looking-glafl'cs, razors, and beard combs. Home having no plealurcs for me, I was 
glad to fee them abroad ; nor did I fail in procuring equal amufement and information. 
Neither Afghaniftan or the northern provinces of Perfia, permit the refidence of 
courtezans, or any women that dance or ling for the public entertainment. The north- 
ern Perfians affed to exprefs an abhorrence of the Indian Mahometans, whom they 
reprobate for a general depravity of manners, and a n ogled of religious duties : yet this 
temperate and. demure people are much defamed, if, under their myfterious carriage of 
body, they do not pradtfe in their different vocations every fpecies of deceit and knavery. 
In lifdia, it is a well known fad, that the Moguls, a denomination given there to alL 
foreignMahometans, throw off their northern cloak, and becoming notorious debauchees,, 
kugn to fcorn the precepts of their dodors. 

Herat is a fmaller city than Kandahar, bqt maintains a refpedable trade.; and the 
market-place, occupying a long ftreet, covered with an arched roof, is-fiiled with fitops 
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of various wares. Bread, rice, and flefh-meats, with numerous fruits and vegetables, 
are equally cheap and abundant ; and the grand market, held once a week, is fo 
crowded . with the produce of the neighbouring villages, that a paifage through it is 
difficult and fatiguing. Coarfe woollens of a Throng texture are manufactured in the 
adjacent diftri&s, a great part of which, made into garments, are exported into various 
parts of northern Perfia ; furtouts of fheepfkin, with the wool in the infide, are feen 
hanging almod at every fhop, and are ufed by all clafles of people in the winter feafon. 
A fmall quantity of European commodities is brought to this city from the gulf of Per- 
fia, confifting of French broad cloths, cutlery, fmall looking-glades, and prints j but 
their low prices fliew that their demand is very limited. The police of Herat is judici- 
oufly regulated, and the adminiftration of juftice vigorous. Two men, apparently 
above the ordinary clafs, having been convicted of theft, were fufpended by the heels 
from a dome, which Hands in the centre of the market, where they remained near an 
hour, to the terror of a gazing populace ; having witneffed a part of this exhibition,, I 
returned to my lodging with the interefted belief that my property, which was all in 
fpecie, concealed about my perfon, had derived from it additional fecurity. 

On exchanging fome gold at this place, I found the rate more favourable than at 
Kandahar or Kabul ; yet {till one in fixteen lefs than the Indian value. Though I was 
unremittingly cautious in concealing my money, knowing that difeovery would bring an 
hoft of enemies on my head, one of my travelling acquaintances fuddenly opened the 
door of my apartment at Herat, a very unufual practice among Afiatics, and found me 
examining the ftate of my finances. At the fight of the gold fpread on the floor, he 
was ftruck with furprize, and expreffed an eager curiofity to know the occupation that 
had procured me fo much wealth. But either my fpeedy departure from Herat, or a 
more than ordinary honelty in the Perfian, prevented the ill confequence which I had 
apprehended from the imprompt vifit. 

Khorafan *, the mod eaftern, the larged, as well as the mod important province of 
Perfia, participated the various and fevere revolutions which aftedted the date of the 
kingdom, from the diflohition of the Grecian dynady, until the end of the ninth century, 
when it was involved in the Tartar dominion of the Samtnani race ; and in the begin- 
ning of the fixteenth century, after having experienced a fucceflion of Tartar and 
Arabian rulers, it was annexed to Perfia, by Ifmael, fimamed Sofi, from whom the 
appellation of Sofi has been given in Europe to the Perfian kings. 

Herat had continued the principal city of Khorafan until the fucceflion of Ifmael, 
who bedowed the pre-eminence on Mufchid, from its containing the tomb of Moozau 
Reza, his fuppofed anccdor, and one of the twelve grand Imaums or prieds of the Per- 
fians. Since Mufchid became the capital of Khorafan, it has been enriched by large 
donations of the Mahometans of the fed of Ali, generally known by the name of 
Schiahs. Even Nadir Shah, the lead difpofed of the Perfian kings to ecclefiadical en- 
dowments, ornamented a mofque, which had been built over the tomb of Moozau Reza, 
with a malfy cabinet of filver, and a fpacious lamp of the fame metal. 

The religion of the Koran had exided throughout the vaft Mahometan empire for 
the fpace of nine hundred years without any effential change, when it experienced a 
fevere blow from the intrepidity of Ifmael, and rapid fuccefs of his arms. In the courfe 
of the firft periods of Mahometanifin, four Arabian dodors, Malek, Ambel, Hanheifa, 
and Shaded?, made commentaries on the original text, which were adopted by feds, 
now Severally didinguifhed by the names of commentators. But thefe explanations do 

Kb Or, in the ancient Perfic, it h faid, figmfifPthe laft. — Sir William Jonei. 

not 
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not appear tQ have militated with much force againft the firft fyftem, or created any 
violent fends among the different fe&aries. 

As the grand innovation of the Mahometan religion was effected in Perfia, and 
chiefly exifts in that region, I am induced to make a brief chronological review of fomc 
of its more important epochs, previoufly to this event. It is feen that the Tartar Ar- 
faces, haying expelled the princes who fucceededto the conqueft of Alexander, eftablilhed 
a idynafty, which flouriihed for the fpace of four hundred and fifty years, and which, in 
the two hundred and twenty-fixth year of the Chriftian tcra, was extinguifhed in the 
perfon of Artabanes, by Ardefhere *, the Artaxerxes of the Greeks, faid to have been 
defended from the ancient race of Perfian kings. 

Should it be found, which I am induced to believe, that the Perfians and the Par- 
thians are a diftinft people, it is not improbale that the nations which ancient hiftory 
denominates Parthians, were coinpofcd of the Tartars of the Arfacian dynafty, which 
held a long poffeffion of Perfia, and maintained fuch fierce conflict 0 , with the Roman 
empire. The dexterity of the archers, which conftituted the ftrength of the Parthian 
cavalry, and an excurfive rapid manner of fighting, which was reprefented as mod for- 
midable when they appeared to fly from battle, correfponds clofely with the military 
pradice of the modem Tartars, in contrruliltindion to the other nations of north- 
ern Afia. 

The Arabians earned their conquefts and their religion into Perfia, in fix hundred 
and fifty-one of our aera, from which time it remained lubiect to the khaliphat, until the 
middle of the eleventh century, when it was overrun and fubdued by Jogrul Beg, a 
Turkoman prince of the Seljukian 1 race. The fucceffors of Jogrul continued to govern 
certain quarters of Perfiain the year 1 187, when thelaft prince of that race was conquered 
by Amalek Dinar, who, in his turn, fell under the power of Jakalii, the Turkoman 
prince of Kharafm : but, in 1218 of our tera. the Kharafmian empire, the Arabian 
khalipat, with the graudeft portion of the eaftem world, were fwallowed up in the 
power of Jenjis Khan, whole pofterity held poffeffion of Perfia for the fpace of one 
hundred and feventy-four years, though ultimately rent into fmall principalities by a 
feries of inteftine wars. It became, after that period, an appendage to the dominion of 
Timur, and appears to have acknowledged, in feparate governments, a general depen- 
dance on certain branches of his family, until the year 1499, when Ifmael Sofi, taking 
up arms againft the Tartar princes, rofe by a quick fucceifion of viftory, and affuraed 
the undivided throne of Perfia. 

It is feen in Knolles’s very eftimable Hiftory of the Turks, that Ifmael was the fon 
of Hyder, fumamed from the place of his birth, or the refidence of his youth, Ardebil, 
and that he was honourably defeended. Retiring from the occupations of the world, 
Hyder fixed his abode in the city of Tauris, where he paffed an auftere contemplative 
life, and was held by the inhabitants of that quarter in great veneration. The fame of 
his chara&er foon procured him the name of a prophet, and caufed multitudes of people 
to refort to him from all parts of Perfia and Armenia. The more to feduce the mul- 
titude, ever delighted with novelty, he began to inveigh againft the dottrine of the Ma- 
hometans, which enjoins a facred remembrance of the three J firft fucceflors of their 
prophet, and to revive the opinions of a certain preceding dervifh, named Guini, who 
was known alfo by the de Agnation of Sofi. He afferted,as if mfpiredfrom above, that Acme 

* The fucceffors of this prince were denominated Saffanides, from S aflat), the father of ArdeAere. 

f So named from Seljuk, his grandfirc, who occupied* private Ration in the vicinity of Samarkand, 
where he held large landed poflemons. i AoWicker, Omar, and Ofman. 
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fiiould entej- the kingdom of Heaven but thofe of the fed of Alj, who was the genuine 
heir and affociate of Mahomet ; and ordained, that the memory of Abubucker, Omar, 
and Ofman, Ihould be held accurfed. The King of Perfia, whom Knolles calls Affym- 
beius Ufan Caflanes * to ftrengthen his government and acquire popularity, in'vited 
Hyder to court, and gave him his daughter in marriage, from w'hich fprung Ifmael. 
?" Being now brought forward on a more confpicuous theatre, Hyder grew into the gene- 
ral ertimation of the people, which alarming the fears of Jacoob, the ion of Huffart, who 
had fucceeded to the kingdom, he lecretly put him to death. 

Ifmael, flying from the power of Jacoob, took refuge with the ehief of a finall terri- 
tory on the fouthern borders of the Calpian Sea, named Pyre hales f. Some of the 
. friends of Hyder retired at the fame time into I.effer Armenia, then fubjett to the Turks, 
where they promulgated their do&rine with fuccefs. Their difciples were diftinguilhed 
by a red band lied over the turban, whence it is faid they firft obtained the appellation 
orKuffel Bafh, which in thcTurkilh language, as has been already noticed, fignifies red 
head. Ifmael, during his retirement, advanced, with zeal, the tenets of his father ; and, 
being by nature confpicuoufly eloquent, of a penetrating genius and auftere life, ctf a 
comely perfon and invincible courage, was, by the vulgar, counted more than human. 
The nobles of the neighbouring country, allured by the endowments of Ifmael, and the 
fpecious novelty of his doctrine, reforied to bis place of abode with offers of fupport j 
JiRnd, though feerning to fhun them, he was inverted with authority, honours, and 
wealth. In token of his rare qualifications, and a belief in his power of prophecy, 
Ifmael received the title of Soli, “ which,” fays Knolles, “ fignifieth, among thefe 
people, a wife man, or the interpreter of the gods 

The death of Jacoob, which nnift have happened at an early period of his reign, and 
the tumults that enfued in Perfia, then ufurped by%ne Elvan Beg, who was alfo engaged 
in a warfare with his brother, named Morad, encouraged Ifmael to urge his fortune 
on fo promifing a field. Obtaining fome military aid from Pyrachales, his full protec- 
tor, he penetrated into Armenia, where he recovered the patrimony of his family, and 
was cordially received by thofe who had favoured his father. Purfuing his fuccefs, he 
penetrated into Shirvan, he took and facked Shah Machee, the capital of the province, 
by the plunder of which he largely increafed the numbers and hopes of his army. 
Elvan Beg had now expelled Morad, and was bufied in punilhing fome of the principal 
citizens of Tauris, the capital of the kingdom, for having taken up arms in favour of 
his brother, when Ifmael luddenly approaching the city, took it without oppofition. 
Elvan, deprived of other fivpport, formed an alliance with his brother, but in bis progrefs 
to form a junction with the army of Morad, he was vigoroufly attacked by Ifmael, and 
flain in battle $ the conqueror marched without delay againft Morad, who was encamped 

* It is frrioufl)' regretted that the Greek and Roman writers, as alfo many of the moderns, have not. 
delivered to us the literal names of men and places, which occur in their hiitory of foreign nations. This 
want of accuracy, or rather the impulfe of an abturd vanity, has involved the European hiftories of Alia in 
a mane of obfeurity ; thofe, cfpeciully, which rcprelentcd the feries of warfare maintained againft Perfia by 
the Hates of Greece, and ultimately the conqucft of that empire by Alexander of Macedon. The name 
given by Knolles to the Perfiau king, taken from fome Latin records, is evidently a mifnomer, as no fuch 
denomination is now in ufe among the Mahometans, and we know that no change has affefted their name, 
lince the firft eftagliihment of the khaliphat. His regal title, being a Tartar, might have been Azim Beg, 
fignifying a great" lord or prince j and his domeftic appellation, Hufian Caflim. 

+ So expreifed by Knolles. 

j '] his word, I apu&faend, is purely of Greek origin ; the Mahometans had, at this period, Been long 
oonverfant in Greek letters. 

'•kft 
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at Babylon, and compelled him to fly into the Arabian defert ? : he rofe without a com- 
petitor to the throne of Perfia f. 

Ifmael is perhaps the fir ft prince who at once conquered a fpacious kingdom and the 
religious prejudices of its people. Nor does it appear that any of thdfe violent com* 
motions were excited, which ufually mark the progrefs of ecclefiaftical reformation,^ 
The fyftem of Hyder and Ifmael was founded on the pofition, that Mahomet had given" 
his daughter Fatima to Ali, as a mark of the greateft affection, and bequeathed to him 
the fucceflion of the khaliphat. But, that in defiance of this facred teftament, Abu- 
bucker, one of the.afl'ociated friends of Mahomet, fetting afide the claims of Ali, had 
affumed the powers of government, which at his death, were alfo forcibly held in a 
confequent adminiftration by Ofmar and Ol'rnan. But, that the injuries of Alt, having 
ultimately roufed the divine intcrpofition, he became the ruler of the | Muffulmans. 
This dottrine being unanimoufly received, Ifmael ordained, that as the three firft kha- 
liphs were ufurpers and facrilegious violators of the Jaft mandate of their prophet, their 
memory Ihould, at the five ftated times of prayer, be reprobated with every expreflion 
of contumely, and the fevereft vengeance of God denounced againft them. He alfo 
inferred, at the conclufion of the Mahometan creed, that Ali is the friend or the beloved 
of God, and di retted that he and his pofterity Ihould be diftinguilhed by the appellation 
of imauins, or holy men J|. In contradiftinttion to the Soonis, who in their prayers crofs 
the hands on the lower part of the breaft, the Schiahs drop their arms in ftraight 
lines ; and as the Soonis, at certain periods of the prayer, prefs their forehead 
on the ground or a carpet, the feftaries of Ali lay on the fpot which the head reaches, 
a linall tile of white clay, im prefled with charattcrs facred to the memory of Ali. 

Some claffcs of the Schiahs belieg| that Ali was an incarnation of the deity, who per- 
ceiving, they lay, the million wMclvnad been delegated on Mahomet to be incomplete, 
affumed the perl'on ol this khaliph, for the purpofe of fixing the Moflcm faith and power 
on a firmer bafis. The Schiahs have imbibed ftrong religious prejudices, are more 
inflamed with the zeal of devotion, and confequently lefs tolerant to the other fetts 
than the Soonis. In Perfia they do not permit a Sooni to eat at their board, and in 
common language, without provocation or heat of temper, they call him an infidel. 
But in what light, dear fir, will you view a numerous and civilized people, who have 
produced writings that would exalt the name of the moft polilhed nations, yet in folenm 
deliberate expreflion, imprecate God’s wrath five times a day, on the fouls and allies of 
three men who never did them an injury, and who, in th^ir day, advanced tlie empire 
of Mahomet to a high pitch of glory and powef. Not appeafed with uttering the 
keeneft reproaches againft the memory of thefe khaliphs, they pour a torrent of abuie 
on every branch of their families, male and female, lower even than the feventh gene* 


# Where he was cut off by dome ft ic treachery. 

+ Ifmael’s acccflion happened about the year 15*08. 

% In commemoration of the four tirft fucccffors of Mahomet, who were alfo his confidential affociate^ 
and by their enthufiaftic courage, bad been bis grand inftruments in aggrandising the khaliphat, the gepenu 
body of Mahometans, except the Perfians, are often termed Char Yaree, or thole of the four friends/TJitcy 
are Jikewife called Soonis, an Arabic word, fignify mg the followers of the rightpath, F ' • 

0 The real number confiils of eleven perfons, to which a twelfth, fuppofedyet to come, has been added ; 
their nathes are Ali, HulFui andHuffeyn, his fons, Zyne-ul-Abedcin, Mahomet Baukur, Jaffier Sadue, Moufa 
JCazim, Ali Moufa Befa, Mahomet Tuckee, AliNughee, Hufim Anfcany and Mahomet Mhedy. The 
titles bejlowcd ufually on Ali arc, Ameer-ul-Momenein, Mortiz Ali and Hyder, This laft denomination, 
fignifying a lion, is particularly given to Ali, when his military exploits are rehearfed. But when the pro- 
foundeft refpedt isexpreffed for his memory, he is cmtitlqj^meer~ul-MomeneiD| or lord of the faithful. 

voL# ix. p p ratioa* 
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ration. I have feen their imagination tortured with inventing terms of reproach on thefe 
men and their pofterity, and commit verbally every aft of lewdnefs with their wives, 
daughters, and the progeny down to the prefent day. The Soonis, though aware of 
.this unvaried ceremony of execrating the memory of men, whom they have been long 
taught to hold in reverence, and that they themfelves are ftigmatized as infidels, do 
not even, when fully empowered, intemperately refent this perfecting fpirit of the 
Perfians. 

In the divifion of Khorafan, fubjeft to the Afghan empire, the Perfians enjoy a fair 
portion of civil and religious liberty, and arc rarely treated with infults. 

In noticing the more liberal opinions of the Soonis, in the praftice of their religion, 
.1 am brought to the recolleftion of an occurrence, which places this faft in a confpicuous 
point of view. 

An Armenian merchant from lfpahan, accompanying an adventure of fome value, 
came to the karavanfera, in Kabul, where 1 lodged ; and though five of his countrymen 
were on the fpot, the other refid cuts being Jews, Mahometans, and Hindoos, not one 
of them advanced to give him welcome, or an offer of alii fiance ; and to augment his 
epibarraffment, all the apartments of the ferauce were occupied. In this predicament 
flood the Armenian, and he mult have lain in the llreet, had not a Turk invited this 
forlorn Chriftian into his own apartment ; and he fed him alio at his own board. One of 
Jhe Armenian tribe, after fome days, taking lhame perhaps from the Mahometan exam- 
ple, or expefting fome advantage from the cargo of his countryman, tendered him a 
part of his habitation, which the ftranger at firft refufed ; nor did he accept the invitation, 
until ferioully admonilhed of the crime of forming fo dole a conneftion with an 
infidel. 

It is now time to revert to my own flory, and worm you, that it had been my firfi 
intention to have proceeded from Herat to Refhd, the principal town of the Ghilau 
province, which lies a few miles inland from Inzcllee, a Ruffian faftory, on the bor- 
der of the Cafpian Sea. It is a computed journey of feventy days, of about tw'enty 
miles each, from this city to Refhd *, but the road which leads through the leffer 
Irakf, has a deviating courfe from the direft line. 

Being informed by the Armenians of Herat, that Ruffian veffels navigate along the 
coaft of Mazanderan, to which a ftraight track lay from hence, though not much fre- 
quented, from being fubjeft to the depredation of the Turcoman Tartars, I was refolved 
to purfue this route, at once direft and wholly unknown to European travellers. 

A kafilah being about to proceed to Turffiifh, a town lying in the direction of Ma- 
zanderan, I made an agreement with the director for a conveyance j but with a con- 
fidential ftipulation, that I was to be received in a Mahometan charafter ; and the 
better to guard againft a difeovery of my perfon, I took the name of an Arab, a people 
little known in this part of Pcrfia, and the knowledge of whofe language is confined 
only to fome of the moft learned priefts. 

Some days before my departure from Herat, an Afghan Seid came into my apart- 
ment, and , perceiving in the courfe of converfation that 1 was a Chriflian, he exclaimed, 
with fenfible emotions of joy, that he had now obtained a favourable opportunity of 

* Frot®. Herat to the town of Jubbius, a route of fifteen days; thence to Yerd twenty-five 5 and to 
Cathan ten ; and ii iifteeu days’ journey to Refhd. 

/ f There are two provinces of Irak., the leffer and the greater ; the latter, termed Irak Azeem, ^f which 
Bagdat is .the capital, chiefly depends on Turkifh and Arabian emirs. 
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revenging the greivotis injuries fuftained by many of his holy anceftors at the hands of 
infidels, and that unlefs I paid a fine of five hundred rupees I mult repeat the creed 
of Mahomet, and be circumcifed. Pretending an ignorance of the purpofe of this de- 
mand, I carried the feid, with a mifehievous intention I confefs, to the next quarter, 
where the Armenian corps, four in number, were then aflentbled, and requeltcd the 
principal of them, who fpoke the Perfian language with lluency, to explain the fubftance 
of the feid’s demand ; and this was precifely the point to which 1 wanted to reduce the 
queftion. When the hungry Afghan perceived, that in (lead of one Chriftian he had 
found five, his exultation had no bounds. He fwore by his beard, that we fhould all 
incur the fine or circumcifion. Oh! what a glorious fight, cried he, will be difplayed 
to our prophet, when thefe hardened infidels, renouncing their herefy and impurities, 
fhall become a portion of the faithful : what a triumph to our holy religion ! The ex- 
pedient which I had adopted, though not a fair, was for me a fortunate one ; as the 
controverfy, which became ferious, was now more equal. The feid called loudly on' the 
Mahometans in the name of the prophet, to aflifl in compelling the enemies of his 
religion cither to embrace it, or by adminiftrating to the wants of his defendants, con- 
tribute to its fupport ; the Perfian refidents of the karavanfera endeavoured to afifuage 
the Afghan’s intemperance ; but they quickly withdrew all interpofition, on being told 
that the toleration of their dodtrine was a greater indulgence than the maintenance of 
their execrable tenets deferved. The feid experiencing, however, more obftinatd 
refiftance from the Chriftians than he had expected, it was evidently feen, that however 
ardent might have been his zeal for the advancement of religion, he was not the lefs 
mindful of his temporal welfare ; and permitting hitnfclf, after difplaying great powers 
in this holy war, to be foothed by t^c fuppliant infidels, he withdrew his threats for a 
trifling fum of money, far difproportioned to the firft demand. And here I muft ob- 
ferve, that when 1 faw the refolute and judicious manner in which the principal Arme^ 
nian conducted his fltare of the conflict, I felt a compunction for having involved him 
in fo ferious an embarraflment. 

At Herat I found, in two karavanl'eras, about one hundred Hindoo merchants, chiefly 
natives of Moiiltan, who by the maintenance of a brifk commerce, and extending a long 
chain of credit, have become valuable fubjefts to the government ; but difeouraged by 
the infolent and often oppreffive treatment of the Perltans, they are rarely induced to 
bring their women into this country. When the Hindoos crofs the Attock, they ufually 
put on the drefs of a northern Afiatic : being feldom iron without a long cloth coat and 
n high cap. Some Jewifh traders refide alfo at Herat, where they are accufed of prac- 
tifmg all that fyftem of chicane, to which their tribe is fo noiorioufly addicted in the 
weftem world. Being habituated to the manners of Upper Afia, and converfant in 
moft of its languages, the Jews and Armenians mix with little perfonal inconvenieucy 
in Mahometan focieties. 

The leading cuftoms of the various nations of Afia are fimilar, or but weakly diverfi- 
fied. When they fit, the legs are eroded, or bent under them ; they perform topical 
ablutions before and after meals, at which no knife or fpoon is ufed, unlefs the diet be 
wholly liquid. They invariably adopt the like modes of performing natural evacuations: 
And all the Hair of the body is fltaved, except that of the beard ; yet this laft ufage is 
more peculiar to Upper Afia, where, likewife, all degrees of people cover the head, 

• Ouch pecuniary affeflment is termed .Tayr.eah, and is occasionally levied in Mahometan countries, on 
inoie who do not profefs the faith of Mahomet. 1 
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affixing the idea of uutasency to its being bare ; and they never enter ah apartment* 
covered with a c%rpet, ulinout pulling off their Ihoes. 

On taking leave of the Armenians, I could not help obferving, perhaps unfeafonably, 
that, inftead of contributing to my afliftance, in a land where our fe£t already experi- 
enced many grievances, they had confiderably increafed them, by withholding even the 
inferior offices of humanity ; but that I cordially forgave a treatment which was to bt? 
afcribed to the excefs of caution, conflitutionally inherent to their tribe. The principal 
Armenian earneflly urged me to open myfelf to him, and difclofe the myftery which 
appeared in my chara&er. It was not in reafon, he faid, to believe that motives of 
curiofity, as I alledged, could have induced me to incur fo much fatigue, danger, and 
. expence, which were only to be compenfated by the profped of gain, or a pilgrimage 
to Jerufalem. But the Armenians, faid he, are now the only vifitors of the l'acred tomb, 
and indeed the only pure Chriftians now exifting. He was of opinion, in Ihort, that 
my' ftory was a counterfeit, and concluded by afferting, that I was a jewel-merchant, 
or a fpy. I endeavoured to explain, th^t, among the natives of Europe, it was a com- 
mon ufage to vifxt foreign countries, where an obl'ervance of the manners and arts of 
various people improved the underftanding, and produced a more extenfive knowledge 
of mankind ; and that a frequent intercourfe with nations of different cuftoms and re- 
ligious opinions, taught them to fhake off domellic prejudice, and to behold all men with 
the eye of common affettion. To this language, which he liad probably never before 
hqard, he liftened with an air of vacant wonder ; but, as the doctrine did not fquare 
with his fentiments of the world, he ultimately treated it with contempt ; wilhing me, 
however, a better journey, he faid, than my plan promiled. 

On the evening of the 22d of November, 1 left Jierat, and halted that night at Alum, 
Guffour Chulhmah *, three quarters of a furfung. Here let me again crave your in- 
dulgence for the copious felf-narration already impofed on you, and for that which 1 
fear is yet to come. But what can I do ? Northern Perfia is, at this day, equally void 
of events as of letters, and has but few monuments of grandeur. You mud, therefore, 
extend a large portion of patience over thefe communications, and by permitting me 
to fpeak for myfelf, the favourite amufement of all travellers, you will make me a fuffi- 
cient recompence for all the little chagrins which I incurred, and fome folitary hours 
which I paITed in the courfe of my journey. 

The kafilah director, Aga Ali, and his family, which confided of his mother, wife, 
and a fervant, having confented that I fliould be received among them in the character 
of an Arab, going on a pilgrimage to Mufchid, I joined the party at an appointed place, 
whither every perfon reforted except the females of our family, on whofe heads, and 
and indeed all parts of them, many indecent reproach was thrown. There was no mor- 
tal ill which thefe women did not deferve to feel ; but, when women were concerned 
in any undertaking, what good could rcfult, exclaimed all the enraged Mahometans. 
Night approaching, the kafilah moved, and left Ali to efcort the ladies, in which fervice 
I was alfo retained. On their arrival he began to utter fome angry language ; but it 
became manifeff that we were members of a female government, which was conduced 
by the mother of Ali. She feemed in her manners not unlike the Afghan lady whom 
1 heretofore endeavoured to celebrate, but had lefs fiercenefs and decifion j the deficiency, 

I prefuRie, arofe from the confiitutional difference between the tempers of an Afghan 

and a Perfian $ for my new dame evinced the fame third: after fupreme fway, but 

• 

* Chuflmwh, in the Perik, fignifics a natural fountain. 

exercifcd 



EXTRACTS FROM FORSTER^ TRAVELS RELATING TO PERSIA. 293 

excrcifed it with more mildnefs. Ali remaining at the town-gate to make feme toll 
payments, difpatched the ladies and me, under the charge dj&his affociates, who, per- 
ceiving our progrefs to be very How, and the night far advance, left us with little cere- 
mony. When Ali arrived, he expreffed much refentment at the fcandalous defertion. 
of his friends, and many thanks for my attention ; though I could hear him murmur 
at the infleccncy of Mahometan women being entrufted to the charge of an infidel. But 
Ali’s honour might have remained fafe in the moft intemperate quarter of the world ; 
and, for my part, I was fo grievoufly loaded by a heavy mufket which he had given 
me to carry, that, had his fpoufe been a Venus, I would not have looked at her. No 
apprehenfion now exifted of a fcolding nurfe, a crying child, or a fanatic difputant ; or, 
indeed, of any thing which could actually offend ; for my prefent aifociate was a bag 
of rice, from who ft: good neighbourhood I anticipated much fatisfaction. 

On the evening of the 24th, moved from the Cufhmah, and arrived the next morn- 
ing at Dhey Soorch, four furfungs. Some little cultivation was feen, but the general 
face of the country bore the fame wild inhofpitable afpeft, as in the caftern quarter of 
Khorafan. The benefits attached to my new character, were now confpicuoufly teftified. 

1 was, from my fuppofed feet, entitled Hadji, and much courted by all the paffengers, 
especially when the given purpofe of my journey was underflood. No perfon in the 
delcription of a Chrinian fhould attempt to make a palTage through this part of Perfia ; 
fhould it, through a train of favourable events, be accomplifhed, he will be harraffed . 
and defrauded, even on a principle of religion, and ever infulted with impunity. The 
attempt, indeed, I think impracticable, and liable to fubject the adventurer to iip- 
minent danger. 

On the 26th, at the Pool, or Bridge of Skebo, three and a half furfungs, in an un- 
cultivated country. This bridge, hiiilt of brick and mortar, hands over a linall river 
whofe name I could not learn, running to the fouthward or left, and is fordable at 
moft feafons. 

On the 27th, at Coruin, a large village, four and a half furfungs. In this neighbour- 
hood, I faw fome windmills, for grinding corn ; they are conftructed on the fame 
principles as thole of Europe, but inftcad of canvas wings, broad leaved flags are J’ubfti- 
tuted. The toll gatherer at Corian afl'eCts to obferve a peculiar vigilance in the execu- 
tion of his office, which he law occafion to exercife on me. 

Paffengers, proceeding to the wellward, ulually procure a paffport at Herat ; but 
being averfe to a mode which might have led to inconvenient explanations, I did 
not apply for this document. The officer, though glad of the omiffion, held out the 
utter impoffibility of palling without the fignature of government, and argued with much 
delicacy on the crime of difobediencc. But feeling fome of my money in his hand, he 
obferved that my cafe admitted a favourable conftruCtion; that I was an Arab, and a 
pilgrim of the holy tomb of Mufcbid. He would therefore i‘elax a little, he faid, in fo 
good a caufe. To put money into thy purfe, is as neceflary in Khorafan as it. was in 
Venice, with the difference, that there the more decorated the garb, the greater refpeft 
was {hewn to the perfon, whereas in Alia, the fecurity and the comforts of life often de-- 
pend on a wary concealment of wealth, and all its appendages. 

The complaints of Afiatic travellers againft a camel-driver, are not lefs frequent 1 than 
thofe o£ marine paffengers, in our country, againft the mafter of a fhip, and oftentimes 
with the like want or juft caufe. Men under reftraint and deprived of acctoftomed 
amufetpents, become unreafonable in their defires, and fretful from the naturqj-difap 
pointment of vain willies. The crofs incidents which their fituation neceffarily produces, 
and which a- degree of fkill might qualify, are often outrageoufly aferibed to their con- 
st " du&or* 
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duftor. This preliminary, though militating againfl: myfelf, I thought but honefl to the 
exhibition of certain charges againfl; Ali, the kafilah dire&or. The firft lhewt, that 
having bargained with this Mahometan, on the payment of a ftipulated futn, for a con- 
veyance to Turlhifh, he at the frrll halting place laid me under a contribution, on a 
pretence of the extraordinary weight of my baggage, though he well knew,„that the 
equipment of a mendicant could not have been more {lender. This demand was no 
fooner adjufted, than he commenced another attack, not on my purfe, though that was 
weak, but on my fame, which was vulnerable all over. 

Ali feeing me generally add ref fed by the title of Hadji, and treated with a marked 
civility, was much mortified, and began to fap the importance I had obtained. He 
whifpered to fome of thofe with whom I aflbeiated, that I was no Hadji, nor even one of 
the true faith. They expreflt'd great furprize at this information, but blamed him for the 
difclofure ; nor did they ever communicate the ltory to the other paU'engers, or abate 
in their former attention. 

On the 29th at Charfoorch, feven furfungs ; a ftation in an uninhabited country, and 
fupplied with one well, whofc water was barely Jufficient for the fupply of our party. 

On the 30th atTurfala, three and a half furfungs ; a flation in the delert, near a well 
of brackilh water. 

On the ift of December at Kaufl', feven furfungs, a populous, and in this country a 
large village, which maintains a moderate traffic with Herat, Mufchid, and Turlhilh. 
Markets and public {hops being only Jeon in the cities and principal towns of Perfia and 
ATghaniffan, travellers are obliged to apply for provifions to the houfekeepers, who arc 
often unable to provide the required quantity. Though Kaufl’ is a village of note, 
bread in no part c>f it is publicly vended, and having occaiion for a three days’ fupply, 
I advanced the required price to a Perfian, who, "after keeping me in waiting till mid- 
night, abfeonded. Bread and the cheefe of Jheep’s milk, when procurable, was my 
common fare ; which, with a water beverage, gave me a vigour and ftrength equal to 
the daily fatigue I incurred. And when the inclemency of the weather is confidered, 
and how broken his reft mud be who is carried on the back of the rougheA paced ani- 
mal that moves, thruft alfo into a crib not half his fize, and ftunned by the loud cla- 
mours of the drivers, you mud grant that no ordinary texture of conftitution is required 
to accompany the kafilahs in northern Perfia. 

. Having witnefled the robufl activity of the people of this country and Afghaniftan, I 
am induced to think, that the human body may fuftain the moll laborious fer'vices, 
without the aid of animal food. The Afghan, whofe foie aliment is bread, curdled 
milk and water, inhabiting a climate which often produces in one day extreme heat 
and cold, {hall undergo as much fatigue, and exert as much ftrength as the porter of 
London, who copioufly feeds on flefh meat and ale ; nor is he fubje£t to the like acute 
and obftinate diforders. It is a well known fact, that the Arabs of the fhore of the Red 
Sea, who live with little exception on dates anti lemons, carry burdens of fuch an extra- 
ordinary weight, that its lpecific mention, to an European ear, would feem romance. 

On tne 3d of December at Ruee, four and a half furfungs, a populous village, where 
a fall of fnow produced a change on the face of the land, to which 1 had been long a 
ftranger. Halted on the 4th, on account of the infpedtion of fome goods which had 
been damaged by the weather. Three Perfians, with myfelf, occupied the lower part of 
£ wind-mill, which our joint endeavours to defend from the cold were wholly ineffectual ; 
yet my. companions leaned little affected by it. They were horfemen, arid having no 
attendants, were obliged to clean their cattle, and go in fearch of forage, fuel, and pro- 
viftons ; tilde offices they performed with alacrity, nor did they once fhrink from the 

. 4+ boifterous 
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boifterous drifts of fnow and a north wind, that, I verily believe, mull have fwept every 
mountain-top in Tartary. My body, which a rgfidence of t^fnty years in India, hard 
greatly relaxed, and a recent ficknefs enfeebled, was open to every touch of thofe 
rude blafts, and I law, with mortification, a North Briton fcreeniag himfelf from a cli- 
mate which imparted vigour to an Afiatic. My affociates had been horfemen in the fer- 
vice of Ilraur Shah, but difgufted at his ill payments, they had retired, and were return- 
■ ing to their families at Nifhabor. 

On the 5 th, at Say Day, five and a half furfungs, a final I fortified village, whofe adja- 
cent lands, extending in a valley, feemed to be well cultivated. 

On the 6 th, at Alhkara, five furfungs, a fmall fortified village. A great quantity of 
fnow fell on our arrival at this place, and the weather became fo tempelfuous that the 
kafilah could not proceed. Our party went into the fort to feek flicker, and, after 
earned entreaties, were conducted into a fmall dark room, barely capable of defending 
us againfl the ftortn, which had now let in with violence. The inhabitants, aware of 
our didrefs, furnifhed an abundant f’upply of .fuel, which became as neceffary to our 
exidence as food ; but when the cold was a little qualified, we experienced an urgent 
want of provifions, not an article of which was to be procured at Alhkara. This di- 
lemma difmayed the doutcd of us, and became the more alarming front the apparently 
fixed date of the weather. Yet fuch cordial pleafures are inherent in fociety, that, 
though pent up in a dark hovel, which alforded but a flintfy flicker againll the mounds 
of fnow furioufly hurled againd it, our good humour with each other, and an ample 
fupply of firing, produced cheerfulnel’s and content. 

One of our affociates, who had received a more than ordinary education, and had a 
tade for poetical literature, ainufed us with reading Jamis’s flory of Jofeph and Zulci- 
cha*, which for its feenes of wondrous pathetic adventure, and the luxuriant genius of 
the poet is happily adapted to foften the rigours of a winter’s day. Nor was our com- 
panion deficient in accompanying the reading with that energetic emphaiis and deep 
nafal tone, which in the ead is thought highly ornamental to the recitation oi poetry. 

As our pleafures and our furrows exid largely in the imagination, and as at this 
period my ideas did not wander beyond the circle of my refidcnce, I felt comforts in my 
prefeut fituation, equal, perhaps, to the enjoyments of the mod refined focieties. How 
often, in the fervour of my heart, have I prayed for the fortitude which is faid to have 
actuated the doic fchool, that I might fhackle, or at lead qualify the pailions that are 
continually precipitating us into dependence and embarradments, and eltabliflx within 
xnyfelf a rdource for conducting all the operations of life. But the wilh was futile,, 
nor would the gratification of it accord with the ceconomy of human nature. 

The inhabitants of Alhkara were now bufily employed in commemorating the 
death of Hufieyn, the fecund l'on of Ali, who was ilain at Karibullah, in the vicinity of 
Bagdat, where a monument has been creeled to his memory, and whither the Schiahs 
numeroufly rel'ort, in the fund ten days of the Mahometan month Mohurrum f, to offer 
up their prayers, Hufiin, the elder brother, was poifoned by fome female machina- 
tions $ but the celebration of this event, which is noticed at a different period of the 
year, does not produce that tumultuous lamentation, turd often dangerous effects, which, 
accompany the memory of Huffeyn’s fate. 

A pilgrimage to the tomb of Huffcyn, confers the title of Karribullahee ; t which 
claffes next after the Hadji, and before a Mufchideo, an appellation given to thofe who- 

* The Patriarch of Zuleitha Is the name given by the Arabians to the wife of Potiphar. 

b 1 be Mahometan months being lunar, the feails ©bfiTvcd in Ramiar aud Mohurrum are moveable, 
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Vffit the fhnne of Mufchid. The pilgrimsbf Karribhllah mkke grieyous complaints of 
theihfultsand oppreflioR of the Turks. Yet it would feem that perfecution Inflames 
and invigorates their fenfe of this religious duty, fo that it is merely rated by the extent 
of difficurty and dai%er it occurs ; for I have known a Schiah travel from the banks of 
the Gsrnges, to proftrate himfelf at Huffeyn’s tomb, amidft the feoffs and rigour of the 
Turks. To prevent the Afghans from throwing a ridicule on their obfervance Of the ( 
Mohurrum ceremony, which happened during our halt at Aflikara, the Perfians (hut the 
gate of the fort, and commemorated the day by beating their breafts, and chaunting, in 
a mournful tone, the praifes of Hufleyn. 

In India, though the proportion of the fett of Ali is finall, and Huffcyn only known 
but by his name, this occafion never fails to excite extravagant tokens of grief and 
enthunafm ; and it often happens, that the mafquerade mourners, impelled by a violent 
agitation of their minds and bodies, and heated alfo by intoxication, commit defperate 
outrages : but the faft is, that all the natives of India, Hindoos and Mahometans, are 
wonderoufly at traded by public exhibitions, and thofe of the mod glaring land. 
Though any external commemoration of Hufleyn’s death is repugnant to the doctrine 
of the Soonis, thofe of India cannot refifl fo alluring an offer of gratifying their love of 
fhtftv and noife. Many of the Hindoos, aifo, in compliance with this propenfity, and 
the ufage of their Mahometan matters, contribute largely to augment the Mohurrum 
proceflions. 1 have heard Mr. Schwartz, the Chriftian miflionary on the coaft of Coro- 
mandel, as pious a prieft as ever preached the gofpel, and as good a man as ever adorned 
fociety, complain that many of his Indian profelytes, difgufted at his church’s want of 
glitter and buttle, take an early opportunity of going over to the Popifh communion, 
where they are congenially gratified by the painted feenery, by relics, charms, and the 
blaze of fire-works. From Schiahs and Soonis, Proteftants and Roman Catholics, I 
am forcibly brought to the bufinefs of the day. It is the roguery of a camel-driver, 
on whom, fhould you ever travel in Perfia, never put your faith. Ali now gravely 
informed me, that he meant to proceed, on the next day, towards Nifhabor, but that 
he would provide a conveyance for me to Turlhifh on an ass. It was in vain to talk of 
engagements, the injuftice of forfeiting them, or the fum I had advanced ; and had not 
one of my affociates pleaded my caufe with a fpirit that intimidated him, Ali would have 
laughed at my plea. 

On the 10th, the ftorm having abated, the kafilah moved before day-break, and 
arrived in the evening at Iioondeabad, fix and a half furfungs, a fmall village, fituate in 
a well cultivated plain, watered by many rivulets. Ali, with an ill grace, procured for 
me one fide of a camel, the other being poifed by a bag of rice, configned to the mar- 
ket of Turfhifh ; my companions, who had continued to treat me with much kindnefs, 
proceeded from this ttation to Nifhabor, which lies about feventy miles to the north-weft 
of Hoondeabad. 

The divifion of Khorafail, which has been annexed to the Afghan empire, feems to 
be wholly intruded to the management of Perfians, who, though a conquered people, 
live in the enjoyment of every right, civil or religious, which could have been granted 
to them under their own princes. We met a party this day returning from the army, 
which Timur Shah had fent to befiege Mufchid. This city, on which depends a fmall 
trafl: of territory, is governed by Shah Rock, a grandfon or Nadir Shah, and, V believe, 
thtf only branch of that Prince’s family now in exiftence. 

Shah Rock is the offspring of Mirza Kuli, the eldeft fon of Nadir Shah, by a daughter 
of the Sultan Hufleyn, who was driven from the throne of Perfia by Mahmoud the 

Afghan. 
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Afghan. After Nadir’s death *, the empire fell to the poffeffion of Ali, his nephew, 
who cut off all the descendants of Nadir, except Shah Rock, then a youth, whom he 
intended to raife nominally to the throne. Should the Perfians fhew any Rrcnuous oppo- 
sition to his government ; but being, in a fhort time after his acceflion, encountered by 
his brother, who, by liberal donations, had collected a ftrong force, Ali was defeated 
and taker prifoncr iii the field. Ibrahim, though at the head of a numerous army, and 
pofTefling the fouthem provinces of the empire, faw the impracticability of attaining the 
dominion of Perfia, whilft Shah Rock, who was much beloved in Khorafan, held the 
city of Mufchid, where a large portion ol the treafuresof Nadir were depofittd. 

That he might the better inccvod in his delign of ieizing the perion ol Shah Rock, 
his only rival, he declared this Prince, by a lineal d-hcent from Nadir and the race oi 
Sofi, to be the rightful heir of the kingdom, and by public deputation invited him to 
Upahan, that he might there be imvffed with the diadem ol his ancefiors. The adhe- 
rents of Shah Rock, averfe from entruffirig him to lo powerf ul and lufpiciousa charge, 
made an advantageous ufe of Ibrahim’s proiclfions, by inftalli; g, with the neccilary 
ceremonials, the young Prince at Mufchid. Ibrahim, baffled in the driign oi drawing 
Shah Rock to Ifpahan, caufed himfelf to be proclaimed King, and proceeded to reduce 
the chiefs of Khorafan: but fquandering his treat arcs by an indiscriminate profufion, 
and having difgulled his troops by an injudicious choice of officers- he was be trayed by 
them, and, together with Ali, then his prifoner, delivered to the miniflers of Shah Rock, 
who put the brothers to death. 

About this period appeared, it is faid, a descendant of the ancient Sofi family, who 
had elcaped the maffacre of the times, and improving to his purpofes the* diffraction oi 
the kingdom and the minority of a you^g Prince, he fuborned, by a largefs, and ex- 
tenfive promifes, a party in the court of Mufchid ; and having procured, at a fccrei 
hour, admittance into the palace of Mufchid, he feized the perfon of Shah Rock, and 
deprived him of fight. This act was lbon pumfhed by the death of the perpetrator; 
but Shall Rock, cut off by this calamity from the hope of empire, was contented to 
remain at Mufchid, in the poffeffion of a very limited revenue. 

lie has two ions, Nadir Mirza, and Wulli Neamut, who are waging againR each other 
an inveterate predatory war. Wulli Neainut being driven from the city, has collected 
a body of cavalry, which, in Khorafan, are ever ready to rove in queft oi plunder, and 
are at this time levying a general contribution on every village, karavan, and traveller, 
within his power or reach, not fparing even the pilgrims. After an ineffectual effort 
to enter the city, he folicited the ailiflance of Timur Shah, who font a fmall army to 
join him, and befiege Mufchid ; but their knowledge of artillery is fo limited, that the 
Afghans, after the campaign of a year, have only been enabled to ftraiten the fupplies 
of the befieged. 

When the extenfive conqucits of the Afghans in Perfia arc confidcred, the fpacious 
empire which they have fo recently founded, and their general reputation for military 
prowefs, 1 felt a lenfible disappointment at feeing their armies, compofed of a tumultuous 
body, without order or common difeipline. It is fecn, however, that they were good 
foldiers under Ahmed Shah, w ho, himfelf a Prince of confpicuous military talent and a 
difeerning patron of merit, was empowered to give his troops that force which they 
conflitutionallv pollefs. Yet even under this famed leader, the Afghans, impetuous 
and haughty, from the* form of their government, were never an obedient foldiery ; 
and thb fevere encounters which Ahmed Shah experience d from the Sicques, when he 

* Nadir Shah was ’aiTailiiiatcd at tLc the of ii>J y ye;\r3> mar Mufchid, in the mouth of .Turn* 1747. 
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ultimately evacuated the Punjab, are attributed to the defertion of his troops, who, 
already enriched by the plunder of India, retired in large bodies to their own country. 

Though far fhort of the opinion I had formed of it, the Afghan army is much fupe- 
rior to that of Perlia at the prefent day, who long deprived of a monarch, and fub- 
jeCted either to a foreign yoke or the precarious authority of petty chieftains, have loft 
with their patriotifm the I’pirit of enterprize. It appears that the Perfians have been 
ever ill acquainted with the ufe of fire-arms, and that their grand fucceffes were obtained 
by the formidable onfet of their cavalry. Little other proof, indeed, is required of their 
want of {kill, than a review of Nadir’s long liege of Bagdad, which, though a fortifica- 
tion of mean tenability, baffled all his efforts. The match-lock-piece is the common 
•weapon of a Perfian foot foldier, except in the province of Auderbeijan, and in fome 
parts of Shirvan and Dhaghiftan, where the ufe of the fpring-lock mufket has been 
adopted from the Turks ; but the ridicule which has been thrown on this practice by 
the body of the people, will probably long prevent its general introduction. The 
feverity of the winter feafon has now obliged the Afghan army to retire into quarters, 
and afforded a temporary relief to the inhabitants of Mufchid, who began to feel a want 
of provifions. 

The young chief of this city, in defiance of the reprefentations of his clergy, has 
coined into current fpecie fuch of thofe ornaments with which the oftentatious zeal of the 
Schiahs had for two centuries been decorating the tomb of Mooza Reza, as had been 
preferved from former depredations. Even Nadir, the avowed foe of priefthood, made 
his offering at the Ihrine of Mufchid. But his defeendant, fearing the whole fabric 
would fall into the unhallowed hands of his enemies, has wifely lacrificed a part to 
prevent a total dcftruCtion. Yet his efforts wjll probably be fruitlefs ; for if the Af- 
ghans return to the fiege, they will derive a confiderable aid from the low ftate of the 
Mufchid treafury, which I am informed is nearly confumed. While the priefts inveigh 
with fufficient acrimony againft the facrilcgious leizure of Nadir Mirza, there is no 
limit to their invectives againft his brother, on whom they deprecate the fevereft divine 
vengeance, for calling in the inveterate foes of their religion, to the dcftruCtion of the 
only facred city left in the poffeflion of the feci of Ali. 

On the nth at Fidgeroot, a fmall fort, three and a half furfungs, fituated in a cult:- 
tivated and generally a plain country, in whofe vicinity are feen many fortified villages. 

On the 1 2 th at Dochabad, four and a half furfungs, a populous open village, pro. 
teCted by an adjoining fort, and difiinguifhcd by a manufacture of raw filk. The dif- 
triCts of Dochabad form the weftern boundary of the dominion of Timur Shah, which, 
in a direction from Kaftimire to this place *, occupy, by a grofs computation, a fpace 

of — ... . . Britifh miles. Were this fpacious extent of territory governed by 

as vigorous and enterprifing a Prince, as it is peopled by a brave and hardy race of men, 
the entire conqueft of Perfia would not be of difficult attainment. But Timur Shah 
inherits no portion of his father’s genius, and his power is feldom feen or felt, except 
fome object of wealth, and of fafe accompliftnnent, be held out to his avarice. The 
exiftence of the Emperor is then felt, and, for the day, dreaded. Here I am checked 
by a fear that thefe opinions may be thought prefumptuous and dogmatical, and that 
from flender opportunities of acquiring information, 1 have decided with an unwarrant- 
able peremptorinefs on the character of a Prince, in whofe country I have been but a 
mere fojourner. I have only to urge, that the language? which 1 have held, is prevalent 

* It i» to be noted, that fome petty chicfships, lying between Kafhtnire and the Indus, are held by inde- 
pendent Afghans. 
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in the country, and its truth ftrpngly marked in all the operations of government, 
which come before the public eye. 

On the 13th at Koot, fix furfungs, a village dependent on the chief of Turfliifh. 
From the vicinity of Dochabad, a wafte extends to this place, on which is neither an 
inhabitant, or the leaft token of vegetation ; and it fhould fceni that nature had 
interpofed this barren fand to preclude the aflaults of war, and even difeourage a 
dilpofition to focial intercourfe. To the north, extends a lofty chain of mountains 
covered with fnow *, and the other quarters fhew a trad of land, thinly marked with 
craggy hills. 

The proprietor of the camel on which I rode, had carried me to Koot, his place 
of refidence, fearing to carry his wares, principally compofed of rice, to the town of 
Turfhilh, lead, the chief Ihould take it at an arbitrary price. He told tnc that his 
cattle were not deftined for that place, whither I might purfue my way in the belt 
manner I liked, except on his camel. The fort of Turfhilh being at no greater 
difiance than two miles, I would have proceeded without hesitation, could I have 
carried my baggage, which, though of little value, was too heavy a load for me. 
After much intreaty it was tranfported, at my charge, on the back of an afsf, to the 
karavanfera at Turfliifh ; there I found every apartment occupied ; but the application 
of a ftnall piece of money to the gate-keeper, who regulates the diftribution of quarters, 
introduced me to a lodging, occupied by only one perfon. The ftranger accofted me 
with evident tokens of joy, oblerving, that the folitary life he had palfed at Turfliifh, 
was very tirefome to him, and that he expected a cordial relief from my company. 
T his reception was happily adapted to my purpofe, and promifed my Mahometan 
character a fair introduction. It was agreed that a joint board Ihould be kept, that 
my afl'oeiate, yet weak from a late ficknefs, fhould prepare the victuals, and that I 
fhould furnifh the water, and a laborious duty it was, there being no good water at a 
nearer difiance than a mile. 

Here 1 mult inform you, that this was by no means a degrading duty, and is 
performed by travellers of a rank much fuperior to that I held, and alfo that few 
travellers in this country, of whatever condition, exhibit any appearance of wealth, 
fearing the oppreflions of government, and the licentious exactions of the toll-gatherers. 
Even men of opulence do not carry a fervant. 

Previoufly to the commencement of a journey, focietics are formed at a place of 
rendezvous, where the different offices are allotted to each ; the moll robuft generally 
provide the water ; fome are employed in the kitchen, while others go in quefl of 
provifions and provender for the cattle. Should no prior opportunity have offered to 
fix fuch a fcheme, it is adjulted on the firfi halting day, and preferved on a cordial 
footing throughout the journey. It is not to be inferred that certain attentions are not 
alfo fhewn to the men of rank, who attach themfelves to thefe parties. When known, 
and they are foot) difiinguiffied, they become, by common confent, exempt from the 
more laborious occupations, and all aged perfons are invariably treated with a refpe&ful 
indulgence. My prefent companion, whole name I never knew or afked, was overcaft 
with a fixed melancholy relerve : nor, could I extract from him other information, 
than that he had lafi come from Afierabad. But he ftudioufly avoided giving me any 

• 

* A road leads over thefe mountains to Mufchid, which is faidto be one hundred miles north-weft from 
Turfliifh* and .about thirty miles to the northward of Nifhabor. 

i‘ The Pcrtian a lies are of a ftrong make, and much ufed by dealers in frnall and ordinary wares. I 
have feen the conveyance of large parties, confiding of thofc animals, which appear to be more a&ive, and 
endure more fatigue than thofe of England. 

intelligence 


Q 2 



300 EXTRACTS FROM FORSTER^! TRAVELS RELATING TO PERSIA. 

intelligence of the affairs of that province, efpecially of the Ruffian trade there, which 
I much defired to know, and of which he mull be informed ; and though he feemed 
to like my company, or perhaps my affiftance, he foon became to me an unpleafant 
colleague. In a few days, his departure to Herat left me foie tenant of a dark folitary 
lodging, with the advantage, and with the privilege of being unrcfervedly admitted 
into the fociety of the karavanfera, as a pure Mahometan. 

In the courle of vacancies, I got pofleliion of a more commodious apartment, in 
the corner of which I found, at firfl entrance, a decent looking old man fmoking his 
pipe. On enquiry it appeared, that he was then wholly at large ; but that his ufual 
fubfiflence arofe from vending certain fpells, which were powerfully efficacious in 
conferring every fpecies of worldly happinefs, and confequently in the preclufion of 
all evil. Yet he was willing to fliut up his book, he faid, fhould any other profpeft 
of maintenance be held out. This being the perfon I was in fearch of, I made him 
a cordial tender of my affiftance, and invited him to a participation of my fare. The 
offer came to him, poor man, at a convenient feafon. It was now the depth of winter, 
and he honeflly confeffed to me, that his charms had fo bad a run at Turfliifh, thar 
even a fcanty meal was earned with difficulty. 

The mollah, which was the title he had derived from his profeffional fkiii, with a 
natural good temper, had acquired an accommodating difpofition ; he was all things 
to all men ; and he found a full exercife of thofe qualities during our affociation. 
The little regularity I obferved in our domeflic fyftem, efpecially in the hours of eating, 
was fubjeft of frequent complaint to the mollah, who applied to the hu finds of the 
kitchen, in which he had attained an eminent proficiency, with an active attention ; 
nor was Sancho more attached to its produce ; and he alfo reprehended my difregard 
to thofe difhes which he moft favoured. His cenfure generally conveyed an ejaculation 
of furprize, at the negleft of a concern the moft important, to man, or at my bad 
tafte, which he alledged, muft have been vitiated in the courle of my journeying through 
barbarous countries. ' ° 

Having enjoyed during my acquaintance with this mollah fo many conveniencies, 
and fo pleafing a quiet of mind, I often review the feene with fenfible emotions of 
pleafure. For my ftrength, as well as my fpirits, had been much exhaufted by the 
fatigues, of the road, and various moleftations nccdfarily incident to a traveller of my 
defeription. . I he cold being intenfe, and the country covered with fnow, it became 
expedient, in the firft inftance, to lay in a flock of fuel, which is a dear commodity 
at 1 urfhifh, that we might, at leaft, communicate an external heat to our bodies; 
for our creed precluded any interior cordial, nor durft we even mention its name. 
But we were moderately recreated by a whofefome diet, large fires, a clean hearth, 
with plenty of Perfian tobacco, which is of a moft excellent kind *. When I have 
contemplated the progrefs of my affociate in his culinary occupation, in mixing with 
care and earneftnefs the ingredients of a hodge-podge, ftirring it vigoroully with a 
large wooden fpoon, blowing and arranging the fire, till Iris eyes were red, I have 
been prompted to compare him to a Pruffian ferjeant, immerfed in the fury and 
enthufiafm of drilling a fquad of recruits, and cudgelling into their bodies all the ability 
of their brains. Nor could one of our minute virtuofos have been more inflated with 
pride at the difeovery of a new fpecies of fnail, than the mollah, in demonftrating the 
qualities of fome favourite difh. 

« 

. * ^at produced at Tubbus, a town about one hundred miles to the fouth-weft of Turfhifh, is efteemed 
the belt m rerlia* 7 

The 
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The excellent fervices of my companion now left me at liberty to walk about the 
town, colled information, and frequent the public baths. In the evening we were 
always at home, when the mollah, at (he conclufion of our meal, either read a ftorv 
rif Yufuff aud Zuleicha, which he did but lamely, or opening his book of fpells, he 
would expound the virtues of his noftrums, which embraced fo wide a compafs, that 
few difeafes of the mind or body could refill their force. They extended from recalling 
to the paths of virtue, the flops of a frail wife, and filencing the tongue of a fcolding 
one, to curing chilblains and dellroying worms. Ills practice, he told me, had been 
more extenfive than profitable, being chiefly employed by the lower clalfes of people ; 
the rich rarely fought his aid. lie was meditating, he laid, which 1 had now obviated, 
a journey to Mufchid, where he would have been enabled to pals the winter, a 
fcai'on always of anxious care to him ; as for the l'uinmer he never bellowed a thought 
on it. 

The duty of religion fat rather loofely on the mollah, for out of the five daily 
prayers *, he ufually (truck off four, and on many days the omifiion was total. 
But obferving that 1 was yet more relaxed, he would gravely cenfurc my negligence ; 
not that 1 was degraded in his opinion, but it was neceffary, he faid, to maintain a 
decorum of manners, that the people of the karavanfera might not make unfavourable 
remarks. The fpiritand tendency of theniollah’s obfervalion, when impartially confidered, 
difclofes the grand tenure by which the religion of Mahomet is at this day held. It is 
on the daily recital of five prayers f, walhing as often, and a reftri&ion from a certain 
food, that the Mahometan builds his hope of Paradile. And the reputation of fuch 
a perl'on, in Perfia, is equal to that of our men of virtue, honour, and humanity. 
Even to that of our man of falhion. 

On the other fide, he that fhall neglett thefe ceremonies, though he may execute, 
to an ample extent, the duties of a good citizen, is branded with the general mark 
of contumely ; and fhould his condition of life not be diffidently eminent to command 
reipecl, he is cut off from many of the benefits of fociety. That I may point out to 
you more cfpccially the opinion of a Mahometan on the effential efficacy of forms, I 
am induced to relate an obfervation of the mollah. In fpeaking of an Afghan, who 
had himfelf accefs to the karavanfera by an agreeable and friendly difpofition, he faid, 
that he willingly fubferibed to the compafs of his moral merits, but was forrv to fee them 
vitiated by offering up his prayers with folded hands. Does it not aftonifh you, that 
the mind of a creature fo exquifitely formed by the great Lord of nature, Ihould have 
become fo ffrongly fettered by the {hackles of prejudice, fhould have formed ideas fo 
derogatory of his infinite benevolence, as to be fearful of approaching his altar but in 
certain pofitions and fle&ions of the body ? 

Travelling once with forne Perfians on a fultry day, and over an ill-watered country, 
the party unexpectedly approached a fmall ftream, where, haftily difmounting, I 
drank a cup of water with avidity, one of the Perfians who flood near me, cried out 
in an earned tone, while I was finifhing the draught, to referve a little in the bottom 
of the vefibl, and throw it on the ground with an execration on the memory of 

* Tha firfl, a fhort one, is faid before the break of day ; the fecond on the earlieft appearance of light, 
a period ufually denominated the Wokt Nema/., or t'pne of prayer ; the third about two hours before' fun- 
fit; the fourth at the dole of the evening, this is alfo termed the Wokt Ncmaz ; and the fifth in the 
courfe of the night. The fecond and fourth prayers are moil regularly obferved. 

*t 1 have fee n grave long bearded Mahometans, retire a few ileus from the exhibition of a lafeivious dance, 
and in the fame apartment kneel to their prayers, which haltily muttering, they returned to the 
amufement. 
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Yczid On feeing that not a drop remained, he viewed me with evident marks of 

defoliation, and pronounced me a kaufir. But Perfia has long loll her men of 
genius and philanthropy. The day of Fcrdoufi, Sadi, and Hafiz, is fet in barbarous 
darknefs ; and little elfe is now written or liftened to, except the legends of priefts, 
or the chimerical exploits of the twelve Iinaums, which nearly quadrate in llyle and 
matter with our renowned nurfery hiitories of Tom Thumb, or Jack the Giant-killer ; 
though with a more pernicious dfe£l^ for the Perfian writings flrongly tend to eternife 
amongft them a rancorous hatred to all thole of a different creed* 

It is recorded that the cotemporaries of Hafiz were io much offended at his bold 
difquifitions oil the religion of the Koran, and witty flriclures on the loofe conduct of 
ihe clergy, that at his death they hefitated to perform the ufual obfequies. Yet the lat- 
ter Perfians have not only acquitted Hafiz of any charge of irreligion, though almoff 
every page of the poet refutes the pofition, but they affert, that under the cloak of 
his fportive, plcafurable exhortations, he deferibes the excellency of their faith, and 
the future happinefs of pious Mahometans. 

While the mollah and I were enjoying the comforts of a commodious apartment, 
and favoury inefl'es, made in rotation, of beef, mutton, and camels flefh, on a hidden, 
every room of the karavanfera was tumultuoully filled by a large body of pilgrims f from 
the flirine of Mufchid. What an exuberance of zeal mufl have animated tliefe de- 
votees ! which neither fo diffant and perilous a journey could deter, or the inclement 
fcafon of the year cool. The prefent winter was accounted more rigorous than had 
been for fomc ) ears remembered, particularly in the quarter of Mufchid and Nifhabor, 
where two of thefe pilgrims had perifhed in the fnow, and others had loll their limbs by 
the feverity of the froft. 

In that hand, which ruffled into our apartment, was a perfon who feemed to take 
the avowed lead; he was better equipped than his alfociatcs, and wore on his head the 
infignia of a hadji § ; a pilgrim, who fupplied the place of a fervant, began to reconnoitre 
the room, and as loon as he noticed its fituation, he diflodged, without ceremony, and 
with much facility, from one of its corners, the very portable chatties of our poor 
mollah ; and in the voice of authority, declared the place afligned to the ufe of the 
hadji, whom he reprefen ted to be of fuperior rank and importance. 

The hadji took his feat with a folemn air, and looking haughtily round he threw his 
eyes on me, and immediately alked, or rather demanded my name and bufmefs. The 
queftion was conveyed in a manner which fully evinced the power of the interrogator; 
indeed I quickly faw, from the party’s deference to him, the neceffity of obferving a 
refpeclful conduit to this Juperb Mahometan. I told him that I was an Arab, travel- 
ling to Mufchid; but judge of my confufion, when the hadji began to fpeak in my 
fuppofed language. Endeavouring to fupprefs my embarraflment at fo complete a con- 
viction of lalfity, I obferved, that I had alTumed the name of an Arab, for the pur^ 
pofe of travelling with more fafety ; but that I was a native of Kafhmire, proceeding 
on a mercantile concern to Mazanderan. Such flories, which in the caff may be 
defcrib.'d by the fmoother term, fimulation, are in common ufe among Afiatic travel- 
lers; and uni els other teftimony corroborates their relations, little credit is given, nor 
is much expected. It is fufticient that their true ftory remains concealed. 


The chief who flew Hufleyn the fun of Ali. 

t T-.cy 'virc chiefly inhabitants of Tabrid, the ancient Taurus, 1 believe, a town in the* province 

Of Anu.rb' ii i. 

§ 4 1* xoiia it is a (trip of cloth, commonly green, rolled on the edge of the cap. 


*4 
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This emendation of my account produced no apparent furprize, nor any further 
interrogation ; and from the mode of the hadji’s behaviour, it was evident that I had 
not fuffered in his opinion. The laft year of my life had been occupied in an invaried 
fccne of difguife, with a language wholly fabricated to preferve it ; fo that, God 
forgive me, I never wanted a ready tale for current ufe. I have now only to hope, 
that when it may be no longer expedient to fupport the part hitherto fo lucccfsfully 
maintained, I fhall be enabled to throw off the cloak with all its garniture for ever. 
The hadji was a r eh dent of Balfrofh, the principal town of Mazanderan, where he 
maintained a confidcrable traffic ; he had joined the Tabrcz pilgrims at Mufchid, and 
was now on the way back to his own province. The occafion of accompanying this 
party was not to be foregone ; as few roads are of more dangerous paffage, than that 
from Turfhifh to the Cafpian fea, and confequently not much frequented. The hadji, 
to whom I applied for a paffage to Balfrofh, affefted to lay various obftacles in my 
way, and feeing my anxiety to proceed, he made his bargain conformably, that is, he 
Itipulated for a double amount of the ufual hire. 

The territory of Turfhifh, which lakes in about miles from eaft to weft, 

and nearly half that fpace in latitudinal direction, is held by Abedullah, an independent 
Perfian chief ; he feems to be forty years of age, has a refpcftable appearance, and 
affumes that air of gravity which ftrongly pervades the manners of the high claffes of 
Mahometans. His adminiftration is well liked by the people, who feem to aft and 
fpeak very much at their eafe. Paffengers are never interrogated, nor is a pafi'port 
required. 

Adjoining to old Turfhifh, called alfo Sultanabad, which is of final I compafs, and’ 
furrounded with a wall, Aoedullah has built a new town, in an angle of which ftands 
the karavanfera, the only 01 . c 1 have feen in Perfia, which is not interiorly fupplied. 
with water. The chic and his officers refide in the new quarter, where is alfo held 
the market, which the inhabitants fay has not been fo well fupplied fince the Afghan 
troops have laid wafte the diftrifts of Mufchid, and thereby impeded the traffic of this 
quarter of Khorafan. 

The trade of Turfhifh arifes chiefly from the import of indigo and other dyes from* 
the weflward, woollen cloths and rice, which is fcantily produced in the vicinity, from: 
Herat. And the chief article of export feems to be iron, wrought in thick plates. 
The finall quantity of European cloths required at Turfhifh is brought from Mazan- 
deran, by the way of Shahroot , or from Ghilan, by the way of the great road of 
Yezd. About one hundred Hindoo families, from Moultan and Jeffilmere, are efta- 
blifhed in this town, which is the extreme limit of their emigration on this fide of Per- 
fia ; they occupy a quarter in which no Mahometan is permitted to refide, and where 
they condufted bulinefs without moleftation or inl'ult: and I was not a little furprized 
to fee thofe of the Bramin feft, diftinguifhed by the appellation of Peerzadah, a title 
which the Mahometans ufually bellow on the defeendants of their prophet. Small' 
companies of Hindoos are alfo fettled at Mufchid, Yezd, Kachan, Gafbin, and forne 
parts of the Cafpian fhore; and more extenfive locieties in the different towns of the- 
Perfian Gulph, where they maintain a navigable commerce with the weftern coaft of 
India. 

The departure of our kafilah now drawing near, the hadji purchafed a horfe for my 
conveyance, with the money which I had advanced ; but not thinking my weight and 
baggage* a fufficient burthen for the animal, by no means a robuft one, he added two 
heavy parcels of dyeing fluffs, on which 1 was to be feated. This was the n:.>ft rapa- 
cious Mahometan I had yet known j not latisfied with the. firft extortion, he urged n- , 
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without intermiflion, for a loan of money, even the moll trifling fum ; in other words, 
h wanted to cheat me. There are, I believe, few fuch men amongft us as Hadji 
Mahomed. He had the reputation of being an opulent merchant, and he was con- 
nected with perfons of the firfl: rank in his country ; his deportment was grave and dig- 
nified ; his manners in common intercourfe were fo forcibly infatuating, that he never 
failed to pleafe, even thofe who knew and had experienced his ill qualities ; he had, 
on the oflenfible fcore of devotion, made pilgrimages in Arabia, Turkey, and Perfia ; he 
prayed with undeviating regularity five times in the day, befides a long roll of l’uperero- 
gatory orifons. Yet this man of property and rank, of polite manners, and profefled 
fanCtity, having in vain aimed at a larger fum, importuned me in abjeCt language 
to lend or give him half-a-crown. But my feelings having become callous, from a 
long aflociation, I fuppofe, with thofe who had none, I was enabled to withlland, with 
intrepid coolnefs, the intreaties of the hadji, who feemed to take the refnfal nothing 
amifs ; indeed, I imagine, he accounted me a perfon of diferetion, and convcrfant in 
the bufinefs of the world. 

That I might the better guard againlt a fufpicion of the eh- ’•act. reprefented, 
efpecially in the mind of the hadji, who to his other acquirements united unfatiable 
inquifitivenefs, I told him that I was a Sooni, imagininj; that the low eftiination in 
which this feet is held in Perfia, Would preve i furth The hadji did not 

approve of this character, which was rarely fecn, anu rnucii >r> rred in this part of 
the country ; nor would if be fafe for a Sooni, h-' .d. .. me fociety of Schiah 

pilgrims, who, elevated by their late purification at ..,uicnul would afl'ume a merit 
of infulting and ill treating me. 

By the council of Hadji Mahomed 1 became a ScK<d\ and was .eceived among the 
pilgrims without a fcruple. It was, believe me, with no little, concern, that 1 parted 
from the mollah, who had been to me an ufeful as well as a pleafant companion ; and 
in the unreferved intercourfe which had for fome days fubfifted between us, I expe- 
rienced a pleafure, the more fenfible, as my fituation before had been folitary and irk- 
fome. In his dealings, I found him punctually honeft, for conceiving an attachment 
to this harmlefs conjuror, I ufed to make enquiries at the places where he made his 
purchafes fer me, but never difeovered a falfe charge. 

On the morning of the 28th of December, left Turfhifh, and about noon arrived 
at the village of Killeelab d, two and a half furfungs. Our party, confifting of about 
fix or feven perfons, the labrez having irot y- * Joined, halted at a final! karavanfera, 
where being plentifully fupplied w.ui fuel by one of r he villagers, to whom our hadji 
was known, we pafled a cold fnowy night very comfortably. 

On the 29th, at Hadjiabad, a finall fort, three furfungs. When the chief of this 
place was informed that Hadji Mahomed was our leader, for though of a diftant pro- 
vince, he was well known in Khorafan, we were invited to the fort, and hofpitably 
entertained. 

This day my horfe gave many tokens of inability to fupport the heavy burthen that 
had been laid upon him. He eat little, fweated much, and often (tumbled. In one 
of his inclinations, I was thrown from my elevated feat, with a violent Ihock, and re- 
ceived a violent contufion on the hand. Inftead cf exprefling any concern at the dif- 
after,,the hadji fharply reprehended my want of (kill, and predicted ill fuccfifs to my 
undertakings. 

At Hadjiabad the pomegranates are of a delicious flavour, a property indeed of 
this fruit in moll parts of Perfia. It has a thin foft Ikin, and contains a large quantity 
of juice, than which nothing, in hot weather, or after fatigue,, can be more grateful, 

, • 11 There 
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‘There is a fpecies of the pomegranate, in Perfia, and alfo in Afghaniftan, whofc gran- 
ules are without feed, called the Redana * ; it is of a fuperior kind, and generally fcarce. 

On the 30th, at Nowblehuckum, tliree furfungs, a large and populous village, 
where our party was joined by the Tabrcz pilgrims. From Turfhifh to this place, 
the general diredion of the road lay about weft ; the country is open and well culti- 
vated, but like the eaftern divifion of Khoraian, fcantily fupplied with wood and run- 
ning water. At this place, my endeavour to procure a flock of wheat bread, to fup- 
port me during a three or four days’ journey over a defart, which lay in the road, was 
wholly fruitlcfs. The number of applicants for a like provifton was fo great, and 
their arguments, from the late meritorious fervice they had performed, was Jo much 
more eflicacious than mine, that I was obliged to reft lalisfied w'ith a few barley cakes. 

Being thmwn, by a fort of chance, for the two laft days, into the company of a 
Ghilan feid, who had been making the pilgrimage of Mufchid, we agreed after a fhort 
preliminary, to place in a common flock our proviltons and good offices. Man, you 
know , of all created beings, is the leafl fitted, and the leaft defirous to live alone. 
It is true, that if no* funk by vice, or fafeinated by diftipation, he will occafionally fly 
from the fatigues of bufinefs, the rapid hurry of crowds, and locking the {hade of 
retirement, foiacc and exercifc his intellectual faculties But when he has breathed 
out. his dav of contemplation, he is often feen returning from the world he fled from, 
with a fond. fob‘c:t< Je. It is r.t t for me to expatiate on the pleafurcs and ufes of 
fociety, the fvbiccl has lor ages fallen under the mofl extenfive and erudite difeuflion ; 
nor can the pen of - journdifl give it additional luftre. L will now only obferve, that 
after a tedious fatiguing puney, it v ; as with a high relifh 1 fat down to a homely meal 
with the feid, wiio'e rennvks and Angular opinions on the iubjccl of religion, never 
failed to give amufement and information. 

On the 31ft, at Durroona, feven furfungs, a fmall village, fttuate near the weftern 
boundary of the territory of Abedullah ; the road led, in a weftern direction, through 
a barren country. In crofting a fteep rivulet, during this day’s journey, "my horfe 
precipitated me, with hadji’s bags of dye, into the middle of it, where we were dif- 
covered lying by this now enraged Mahometan. He fmote his beard until his anger 
found utterance, when he poured on me a torrent of abufe ; and charging his ill- 
fortune to- my fcandalous omiffion of the ftated prayers of a Muffulman, he declared 
that I fhoukl indemnify the lofs of his paint to the lall farthing. 

On the 1 ft of January 1784, havingjjb'avelled eight furfungs through a defart, 
which was Interfperfcd with low hills, and a thin fcattering wood, we halted on an 
eminence, where the Jhow which covered it fupplied our water. My horfe became so 
much enfeebled, that he was unable to carry me with the other part of his load ; and 
I fhould have been left on the ground, had not foine of the palfengers, who were ap- 
prized of the extraordinary fum which I had paid for hire, warmly expoftulated with 
the hadji on the injuftice of his conduct. Somewhat abafhed at the remonftrance, and 
fearful, perhaps, of a more general attack on the many weak Tides of his charade!", 
the hadji procured a horfe from a perfon who was proceeding two ftages on our road, 
and who, for a fmall g;u‘n, confented to difmount and incur an excellive fatigue. 

The dotncftic affociate of Hadji Mahomed having feen his patron treat me with neg- 
led and often with rudenefs, thought that he might with impunity indulge a like fpirit ; 
but feeing no reafon to fhew him the refped which I obferved to the hadii, I was pro- 
voked .this evening to give him a fmart chaftifemcnt, and in the Englifh manner; a 
fpecies of attack as novel to him as it was eflicacious, and which furprized the pilgrims, 

* This word in the Perfic, fignifies without feed. 
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who beftowed on me a general applaufe. In this occurrence you will perceive the 
effential advantages of my Mahometan character : for, in my real one, no affront, 
however infolent or opprobrious, could have warranted any aftive refentinent ; the 
only refource would have been a filent patience; it is, indeed, often neceffary to 
affuage the offender’s wrath, to avert a further outrage. The penalty that would pro- 
bably be infli&ed on a Chriflian hardy enough to lift his hand, in this part of Perfia, 
againft a Mahometan, would be a heavy fine, or fevere corporeal puniihment. 

The Armenians, who vifit moll of the quarters of vveftern Alia, are feldom feen on 
this road, dreading equally the inimical difpofition and inveterate prejudices of the in- 
habitants to all thole of a different faith, and the incurfions of the Turkoman Tartars- 

On the 2 d, at Towrone, five furfungs, a fniall fortified village, fituate in the diltridls 
of Ifinael Khan, an independent chief, who alfo claims the defert, extending from 
Deronne to this place : nor is it probable that the property will ever be difputed. 
Many travellers, it is laid, have perifhed in this track, from the intenfe heats, and a 
fcarcity of water, which, in the courfe of the firft ffage, is procured but in one fpot, 
by digging fmall wells. 

We learned that a party of fifty Turkoman horfe had yefterday paffed under the 
walls of Towrone, in the way to their own country. Thefe fierce free-booters, who 
wage a common war on the Perfians, enflave as well as plunder thofe who fall into- 
their hands. To prevent an efcape, the captives are fent into the interior parts of the 
country, where they are employed in tending the numerous droves of cattle and horfes 
yith which Tartary abounds. They are alfo occafionally fold to the Kalmucks, the 
moll rude and favage of all the Tartar race *. A flavery with thefe is fpoken of with 
horror, and accounted worfe than death. The Turkomans of this day are a tribe of 
no important note ; and their military operations are directed chiefly to the attack of 
karavans and defencelefs villages. They are no longer that great and powerful people 
which produced a Zinjis and a Timur, the conquerors of Afia, whofe pofterity were 
feen in this country, feated on the moft fplendid throne of the world. It is now re- 
ceived as a general pofition of hi/lory, that thofe immenfe bodies of foldiers which 
fpread over and ultimately fubdued the dominion of Rome, under the names of Goths 
and Vandals, were the Tartars of Bochara, Kheiva, and the fhores of the Cafpian. 
The prefent chief of the Turkoman tribe refides at Bochara, where he keeps a mo- 
derate court, and exercifes a very limited power. The Tartars of the more eallem re- 
gions, the modern conquerors of China, ^0o may be ranged under the common de- 
fignation of Kalmucks and Monguls, are divided into various roving herds, and would 
feem to be no longer a caufe of dread to the fouthern nations of Afia. 

• One of the names of a native of Tartar)”, in the language of his country, is Tatter, and Tattaun 
Having often indulged a curiofity in fearching for the etymology of Afiatic names, which, though not 
tending to the dcvelopemcnt of any important fads, may refled fubordinate lights, I have been induced 
to infert them in this plaee. 

The term Ferung, or Ferringhec, a name commonly applied at this day among moil of the nations of 
Afia, except the Chinefc, feems to be derived from Frank, an appellation by which the Crufadc Chriflians 
were indiferiminately deferibed by the inhabitants of Afia Minor. 

Saracen, one of the names formerly given to the people of Arabia, may, on a ground fair enough, be 
deduced from Sahara, which, in the Arabic, fignifbs a defart, and may, with equal propriety, be given 
to the inhabitant of a barren region, as the term Highlander, among us, to the reiident of a mountainous 
country ; 'and I am the more induced to adopt the probable truth of this derivation, as it was pointed out 
to me by the moil accurate fcholar (the prefent Archbifhop of York) of our country. 

The Mahometan fubjeds of the Ottoman empire are known in Europe by the common name of Turks, 
which immediately accords with one of the grand defignations ufed by the Tartars, who wrefted that region 
from the Arabian khaliphatj and a caufe of a limilar nature has probably induced many of the Hindoo 
traders to apply the fame denomination to the Mahometan s of India. 
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Preparing this morning to proceed, I could neither find the horfe I had ridden yef- 
terday, nor its mailer, who it appeared had proceeded alone, an hour before the 
departure of the party. The road being covered with a deep fnow, it was with great 
fatigue and exertion I could overtake the defer ter, who frankly faid, that he was ap- 
prehenfive of not being paid by the hadji, but, that if I would anfwer for the payment 
of the hire, I might immediately mount his Heed. The adjuftment being fpeediiy made, 
I rode on to Towrone ; from whence I fent back this fame perfon, on whom money had 
irrefiftible force, to bring the hadji’s tired horfe, which, I learned from fome of the 
paffengers, was fcarcely able to crawl. Fearful of being altogether abandoned by 
Hadji Mahomed, 1 found it neceffary to fpeak to him in unreferved language, which was 
ftrongly fupported by a Perfian merchant, whofe notice I had acquired, and, after much 
oppofition, became fuccefsful. 

On the 3 d, the kafilah halted in a defert, eight furfungs, at a fmall dream, the only 
water feen in the courfe of this day’s journey ; the Ghilan feid and I had filled our 
bottle for mutual ufe, and the bread, cheefe, and onions, which fupplied our evening 
meal, giving me a violent third, I made frequent applications to our water dock. The 
feid, feeing that I had taken more than a jud portion, required that the refidue Ihould 
be referved for his ceremonial ablutions. 

While the feid retired to pray, I went in fearch of fuel, and returning fird to our 
quarter, 1 hadily drank off the remaining water, and again betook myfeJf to wood-cut- 
ting, that I might not be difcovered near the empty veffel by my affociate, who had 
naturally an irafcible temper. When I fuppofed he had returned from his prayer, I 
brought in a large load of wood, which I threw on the ground with an air of great 
fatigue, and ©f having done a meritorious fervice. “ Aye,” fays he, “ while I, like 
a true believer, have been performing my duty to God, and you toiling to procure us 
firing for this cold night, fome hardened kaurir, who I wilh may never drink again 
in this world, has plundered the pittance of water which was fet apart for my ablutions.” 
He made drift fearch among our neighbours for the perpetrator of this robbery, as he 
termed it ; but receiving no fatisfa&ory information, he deliberately delivered him or 
them to the charge of every devil in the infernal catalogue, and went grumbling 
to deep. 

On the 4 th, at Khanahoody, eight furfungs, a fortified and populous village, the re- 
fidence of Il'mael Khan, who poffeffcs a fmall independent terrtory in this quarter. The 
road from Towrone led in a wedern direftidto, through a defert track, interfperfed with 
low and bare hills. 

t 

About three miles to the eadward of Khanahoody, a chain of mountains, of the 
medium altitude, extends in a north and fouth direction, whofe wedern face is confi- 
derably higher than that to the eadward. This branch of hills, which feem to have a 
long fcope, has e defied a grand change in the courfe of the running waters. The 
dreams on the wedern fide have a fouth-wefl current, and flow, I imagine, into the 
Cafpian Sea, or into the head of the Gulf of Perfia, while thofe on the eadern fide are 
probably carried to the more fouthern fhores of the Gulf. 

From the fummit of the Khanahoody hills, is feen, to the wed and north-wed, a wide 
extended plain, thickly covered with villages and arable lands ; nor does a riling ground 
in this diteftion interrupt the utinod fcope of the eye. Here 1 mud note, that this 
quarter of Perfia has now affumed its mod unfavourable appearance ; it being the depth 
of winter, when little vegetation is feen on ihe ground, and not a leaf on the trees, 
f his day died an ol.l man of our party, who had been long ailing ; and what was rather 
lingular, his death happened while he was on horfeback. 
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On the 5th, at Bearjumund, three furfungs, a populous village in the diftri£ls of 
Ifmael Khan. Halted on the 6th, on account of the ficknefs of our kafilah dire&or. 
Two of the pilgrims, who were carpenters, made a litter for him, which was furnifhed 
with poles like a fedan, and carried by two mules, one of which was yoked before, and 
the other behind the leat. 

On the 7th, at Nafirabad, nine furfungs, a fmall fortrefs in ruins, fituateon an emi- 
nence. We puffed at about midway through two uninhabited villages near each other, 
Kow and Kauff, noted places of rendezvous of the Turkoman banditti, and (landing on 
one of the grand roads from Perfia to Tartary. On approaching Nafirabad, I obferved 
numerous bones of a large fize ftrewed on the ground, and which l learned were the- 
remains of fome of the elephants of Nadir Shah, who had ordered them to be fent into the 
fouthern provinces, where the warmth of climate is better adapted to the health of thofe 
animals : but many of them died on the journey. 

Perfia, fince its empire has been rent into pieces, has fuffered fevere devaftations, 
and has been grievoufly depopulated. The various petty chiefs, who hold themfelves 
but the ruler of a day, are often incited to opprefs the inhabitants, and impofe heavy * 
taxes on the merchant ; yet thefe exactions might receive ioine alleviation, did the 
governors exert any aftive efforts in defending their diftrids from the depredations of 
the Tartars, who, even in parties o( a hundred, are fcouring the country from Mufchid 
to the Cafpian Sea ; and in the courl’e of this laft year, a body of them, lefs than a 
thoufand, had penetrated to the environs of Ifpahan. Such ads of unreftrained 
violence, marked with every fpecies of barbarity, will point out fome of the evils which 
have at this day overwhelmed Perfia, which muff remain funk in this inglorious obfeu- 
rity, until fome future hero (hall deltroy the prefent pigmy race, and raifing the 
ftrudure of a new empire, (hall colled its llrength, and impart to it vigorous 
adion. 

All the towns, villages, and even the finalleft hamlets in the northern divifion of 
Perfia, though but at the diftance of half a mile from each other, are furrounded with 
walls, which feem to have been eroded more as a (lielter againit domellic robbery and 
private feuds, than the affault of an enemy. In confidering the perpetual alarms, 
lolicitude, and machinations, which mud neceffarily agitate the inhabitants of this region, 
we are at a lofs whether to confider them more as objeds of reproach for the depravity 
ef their manners, or of pity, at viewing the date of national debafeinent, to which they 
have been precipitated by the declenfion of their empire. 

On the 8th, at Shahroot, alfo called Buftan, four furfungs, a finall but populous 
town. From Nowblehuckum, the road lay about welt to Towrone, whence it had, l 
apprehend, a weft-by-north direction to Shahroot *. The horfe which. I had hired 
from the hadji to carry me to Mazanderan, having died this day, I was detained on the 
road to take care of my little chattels, which mult have beta loft, had not fome of my 
kafilah acquaintances each conveyed a portion, though their horfes were much jaded. 

Paffing over a fertile well-watered plain, which furrounds,. to a wide fpace, the town 
of Shahroot, I came late in the evening to the karavanfera, where 1 found the Ghilan 
feid in poffeffion of an apartment, which he had taken for our joint ufe. The cold 
was here extremely intenfe, and had reached the point which the Perfians, with a 
peculiar force of exprefiion, term the Zerb Zimmiftan, the ftroke of winter. The 
(now fell thickly about us, and the piercing north wind made every creature (hrink from 
its blaft j nor were there many cordials at hand to qualify thefe rigours. • 

* The Tabrcz pilgrims left Shahroot, about five mile* to the right or weftward, and proceeded towards 
their own. country by the way of Simna and Cafbin. 

Firing 
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Firing is fcarcer here than in any part of Khorafan ; it is of a bad quality forfuel, and 
much of it is of a green wood. Our lodging had no aperture but the door, which the 
feid, to fcreen himfelf from the cold, kept ftut ; nor could my moft: earned intreaty 
obtain any opening for the difcharge of the fmoke. The only material differences 
indeed exifting between us, arofe from this, and another defpotic arrangement of the 
feid, which ufed to caufe fome warm debates. 

It was my bufinefs, being the more active member, to purchafe and bring in fuel, 
and before day-light, to procure water and a light to warm the feid, and enable him to 
perform the ablution preparatory to prayer, an omHIion of which he would have dreaded 
as the precurfor of fome dire calamity. The feid confented to kindle the fire, an office 
which I could never perform without fuffering acute pain in my eyes from the fmoke. 
Thus were our labours, on principles fair enough, mutually divided ; but when we came 
to enjoy the fruits of it, this defeendant of his prophet, wrapped in a large cloak made 
of fheep (kins, would te ke fo unaccommodating a poll at, or rather over our fmall fire, 
which was in a manner embraced by the extended llcirts of his garment, that I received 
no warmth ; and I ffiould not have known tliat a fire was in the room, but for a pro- 
fufion of fmoke. I never remember to have fullered fo much inconveniency from the 
cold ; nor could all my wardrobe, heaped at once on my body, keep me from ffiivering. 
My anger would often break out to an extreme height at the feid’s total feizure of the 
fire-place, and excited very impallioned language : but which he never failed to allay, 
by fetting forth . that he was old and infirm, that he had foregone all his domeftic com- 
forts, which were many, to vifit, in the depth of winter, a diftant fhrine, and that in 
confideraiion of a deed fo meritorious, and alfo of his holy defeenr, it was my duty to 
affift and inf|ptlge his wants. 

My difpofition towards him, and a knowledge of moft of the facts fet forth, made his 
arguments unanfwe able ; and in return for he furrender of the hearth, I was invited 
to Giiilan, where he promifed to give me a Wife out of his family, and fuitable provifion 
for iny maintenance. Such was the ordinary refult of our bickerings, and it always tended 
to make the connection more cordial. In my little dilputes on the road, the feid gave 
me vigorous fupport, and when any particular enquiry was made about my perfon, 
which it fomeiimts produced, he would immediately affert that I belonged to him. J 
have been received as his Ion, by thofe who only knew us en paffant ; nor did our ap- 
pearance diferedit the belief, for we were naturally of a fine complexion, of the fame 
itaiure, with greyilh eyes. 

At Shah root we were frequently vifited by a Mazanderan fhoemaker *, the moil 
effervefcent zealot that ever counted his beads or entered a mofque. Having thrown 
afide his tools and committed the fhop to the management of his wife, he had laid out 
the greateft portion of his property on a horfe, and a large koran, and made the grand 
tour of all the celebrated pilgrimages in Perfia. But he grievoufly lamented that the 
narrow ftate of his fortunes would not permit a vifitation at the holy tomb of his prophet, 
which only could make his death eafy, and his affurance of heaven well founded. Ex- 
clufive of the ordained prayers, he pra&ifed many of a fubfiiiary quality, which might 
be termed the half notes or fupplication, and thefe were inceffantly whined out with a 
deep nafal tone, and fometitnes when his fpirit was violently agitated, he would dif- 
charger* them with a bellow, as if he meant to batter down tne gates of Paradife 
by norm. * 

« 

• The Perfian fhoemaker is not, as in India* of the loweft ranks of the people, but claffes amprtg the moft 
reputable tradefmen of hi* country. 

This 



^14 EXTRACTS FROM FORSTER’S TRAVELS RELATINO TO PERSIA. 

of the late chiefs of the fouthern provinces was often urged by his officers to carry hia 
arms into Khorafan, a conqueft which would neceffarily have given him the fupreme 
dominion of Perfia ; but, though brave and enterprising, he had too long indulged in 
the pleafures of Shiraz, and ufed to palliate his reluftance to the propofed expedition, 
by obfervmg that, after the long and dangerous liege of a fmall fort, nothing would be 
found in it but a few bags of chopped ftraw for his horfe. Yet he mull have been 
aware that Khorafan would have reinforced his army with thofe foldiers who empowered 
Nadir to expel the Turks and Afghans from Perfia, and overthrow the empire of India. 
The northern regions were long the nurfery of a hardy and predatory militia, who, 
from their bleak plains and mountains, were wont to pour their force upon the nations 
of the fouth, but who, in their turn, felt the force of fiercer and more barbarous tribes, 
until continued emigrations wafted the ftock, and withheld the power of foreign 
conqueft. 

On the 19th at Killautau, five and half furfungs, an open village fituate on the de- 
clivity of a hill. This day’s journey led over a gradual afeent, interlperfed with low 
wood, and fcattered fpaces of arable land. This being the laft ftation on the road! 
where bread is to be procured on the eaft fide of the Mazanderan limits, I procured a 
neceflary fupply. 

On the 20th at Killaufir, five and a half furfungs, a range of ruined buildings, on an 
eminence, a mile’s diftance to the northward of the fmall village of Hirroos. The pro- 
prietor of my horfe, a carrier, went out of the road from this place to vifit his family 
refidence, and wiffied much to carry me with him ; the deviation from our track being 
but fliort, I had confented to the propofal, and was about turning into the path which 
led to his village, when Hadji Mahomed arrived and prevented me. 

As this was among the very few marks of goodnefs which I experienced from the 
hadji, to notice it is but fimple juftice to his charafter, of which, perhaps, you are 
already imprefied with an ill opinion. Taking me afide, he enjoined me, in a manner 
which evinced an honeft concern, not, on any pretence, to proceed to the carrier’s 
village ; that the ftory of the fhoemaker had circulated a general belief of my great 
wealth, and that the carriers had been heard in concerting fchemes to rob, and even 
deftroy me ; that if fuch was their defign, there were few aft ions, he obferved, however 
atrocious, which thefe men would not perpetrate when plunder was the objeft ; and 
that the fituation of the village, which was detached, and inhabited only by their families, 
would equally facilitate the purpol'e, as preclude a difeovery. 

This reprefentation determined me againft leaving the party ; but having before con- 
fented to accompany the carrier, to whom the caufe of the refufal could not be affigned, 

1 impofed the talk upon the hadji, who immediately making it his own bufinefs, told the 
carrier, in a Item tone, that, as 1 was under his charge, he would not permit me to be 
feparated from him. Though the carrier continued to urge his purpofe by a long and 
flrenuous argument, he was over-ruled by the hadji, who, by fome degree of compul- 
fion, configned my horfe to the charge of another perfon. As we rode on, the hadji 
congratulated my near efcape from a combination which mull have been fatal to my 
perfon, or deprived me of my property, for that many robberies were committed in 
thefe parts, and ufually accompanied by murder. 

This night I lodged in the remains of a bath, which feemed to have pertained to fome 
.place 6f greater note, than the appearance of the ajdacent ruins indicated. The Ghilan 
feid had not joined me in the latter part of the journey, according to a ufage obferved 
by us for adjufiing the concerns of our evening meal, but more prudently went to 
ilirroos, where he was well received. Being now habituated to the feid’s company, 

1 1 which 
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which had become equallyamufing and convenient, for even our little difputes had a rifible 
tendency, I fenfibly felt its lofs. Though our acquaintance was of fuch fhort duration, 
1 already began to cftecm this man as a trufty friend ; fo natural and immediate is the 
propenfity to cleave to what gives us folace, and relieves our anxiety j nor is any objedt 
more completely veiled with this property than a pleafant companion. 

Cordial connections, and the interchange of good offices, no where make a quicker 
progrefs than in the courfe of a journey. Travellers, aware of the approach of a period 
which is to caufe a general, probably a final reparation, occupy, to the bell advantage, 
the limited extent of their alfociations ; and as few felfiffi views have time to fpriug up, 
tnefe contingent compacts ufually abound in good humour and good faith. In India 
they have in common circulation, as a fentence expreffive of the pleafures arifing from 
curl'ory focieties, and parties cafually formed, “ Enjoy this meeting as a gift fnarched 
from fate ; for the hour of departure Hands on your head.” Being now about to enter 
a province different, in its afpcct and production, from that of Khorafan, I will here 
*draw the line of divifion, which may be done with the more propi*iety at Killaufir, as 
it will alfo mark the caltern limit of Hazaar Jireeb *, a fmail diftriet dependent on 
Mazanderan. 

From Shahroot, the road has nearly a weltern direction, through a country generally 
open. Low hills are alfo ieen at wide intervals. The foil is a mixture of land and 
earth, and well cultivated as far as the vicinity of Killantau, where the valiies become 
more contracted, and leave but fmail fpaces for agriculture. The fides of the hills 
are chiefly appropriated to the paltures of Iheep, which are numerous and of an excel- 
lent kind. 

On the 2 1 ft at Challoo, four furfungs, a fmail open village, on the eaftem fide of 
the bafe of a ftcep hill, and clofe on the brink of a rapid ftream, which was dalhed with 
a bold and beautiful efreCt on the rocks that lay thickly fcattered in its bed. We had 
now entered a country overfpread with mountains and forefts, in which were many oak 
trees, but their dwarfilh appearance Ihewed that they wanted a kinder foil and climate. 
At Challoo, the feid largely reaped the fruits of his pilgrimage and his l'acred defeent. 
He and confequently his afl’oeiate, for he never failed to divide with me the good things 
that fell to his lot, were lodged in a mofque, and hofpitably treated by the inhabitants, 
who l'upplicd us, in the firft inftance, with great (lore of fuel, which enabled us to hold 
out againft a heavy ftorm of fnow and a piercing north wind ; and without which, 
indeed, our fpacious and airy apartments muft have been untenable. 

It was with pleafure I again faw an open village ; it exhibited a ruftic fimplicity and 
a peaceful confidence, which 1 think could not have exifted within a rampart. The 
inhabitants alfo, if their kindneis to us has not biafl'ed me too much in their favour, 
leaned to be more civilized and humane than the people of Khorafan. The houfes here 
are built with flat roofs, fupported with large beams, which the adjacent forefts plenti- 
fully fupply. A continuance of the ftorm detained us on the 2 2d at Challoo, where we 
found no abatement of the hofpitality of the inhabitants, who furnilhed every thing that 
could render our fituation commodious. 

On the 23d, in the morning, our party moved and penetrated through a moun- 
tainous country, interfered with rivulets, and clofely covered with large trees, which 
being (tripped of their leaves, I could not afeertain the different ipecies, nor coujd the 
carriers, whofe only knowledge feems to confift in driving horfes. Halted, at the dif- 
tance of five furfungs from Challoo, under fome trees, about one hundred yards from 

* Hazaar, in the Pcrfic, figuifics a tbonfund, and jireeb, a rceafurement of land. 
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the fide of the road, where we kept a large fire burning thrdtighout the night ; not 
for deterring the attack of wild beads, which are not numerous in thefe woods, but to 
qualify the intenfe coldnefs of the air. 

On the 24th, proceeded five furfungs through the foreft. In the evening, while I 
was riding alone, the party, which had proceeded a fhort way before me, turned quickly 
into the wood, and came to their ftation-ground. It was in vain that I endeavoured to 
trace any marks of men or horfes ; for the ground to a great extent was ftrewed with 
leaves. My horfe, on having for fome time loft fight of the party, became reftlefs, and 
I thought much terrified. It neighed inceffantly, and though a willing aCtivc animal, 
would not move in any direction but with reluctance. My fituation grew alarming ; it 
was growing dark, and I found myfelf bewildered in an immenfe foreft, with fcarccly 
the hope of obtaining relief during that night. 

In fearch of a fpot to fallen the horfe, and lay myfelf down, good fortune threw in 
my way two men, who were driving a loaded bullock and an afs. Without noticing my 
embarraffment, which they might have made an ill ufe of, or even making any enqui- 
ries, I learned that a part of the kafilah had proceeded on the road which they were 
purfuing, and going with them about two miles, I found Hadji Mahomet, with fome 
other paflengers, refrelhing themfelves on a linall plain, Ikirted by a ftream of water. 
The proprietor of the horfe, who had followed, expreffed much dilpleafure at my quit- 
ting him, which he afcribed to the council of the hadji, whom he fpoke of with a fneer, 
and laughed at the fort of protection which I had chofen. 

On this night was fee n by molt of the paflengers, a ftar, with a bright illuminated 
tail, which I apprehend, from its form and quick motion, mull have been a comer. 
Hadji Mahomet now became profufe in his offers of fervice ; he promifed me every 
accommodation at Mazanderan, as a fupply of clothes, for 1 was ill apparelled, a proper 
place of lodging, and to difpatch me with fafety to the quarter of my deftination. 
This man, though one of the molt acute and knowing of his fed, did not feem to en- 
tertain any idea of my being a Chriftian ; yet he Ju fpected the truth of my narrative, 
or rather, he did not believe a word of it ; but imagined that I was a trader in jewels, 
which were concealed about my perfon. 

Defirous of knowing the ftate of the Ruffian navigation on the Cafpian Sea, I had 
fought the information with too much earneftnefs, which created a fufpicion at Shah- 
root, that I was a Ruffian, efcaped from the captivity of the Tartars, and returning to 
my own country. But this conjecture ceafed, when it was known that I had come from 
the eaftern fide of Pcrfia. 

On the 24th, proceeded five furfungs through the froft. The greateft part of this 
day’s journey lying over fteep hills of a moift clayey foil, became of difficult accefs to 
our cattle. The carriers of this road ufually employ mares for the conveyance of mer- 
chandize, being more tradable than ftallions, and requiring lefs attendance. They are, 
indeed, as quiet as any domeftic animal, and though feeding at large during the night, 
they never ftrayed from the vicinity of the ftation. 

On returning this evening from a fmall excurfion into the foreft, I found that my 
Ghilan affociate had left his quarter, and gone over to the perfon who has been before 
mentioned, as the travelling afliftant of Iiadji Mahomet. He was alfo a native of Ghi- 
lan, well known to the feid, and being flout and hale, had previoufly to their departure, 
agreed to be the feid’s afliftant during the pilgrimage ; it was a concern of moment to 
this old infirm man, in the various accidents to which a long and harraffing journey 
was liable, to have fo capable a companion ; and the Ghilanee, to corroborate the 
linearity of his offer, had formally pledged himfelf on the koran. There was every 
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rcafon to credit the feid’s relation of this compact, for he was an inviolable obferver of 
the truth, and I have myfclf often witnefled the ill treatment which he experienced 
from his countryman. But being now near home, where a retaliation might be feared, he 
had affumed fo genuinely the femblance of contrition, that in the fpace of my fliurt ab- 
fence, the feid’s full forgivenefs was obtained, and the promife of future union. On 
feeing me, the feid fectned cmbarrafled, but faid nothing, and while I was prepaiing a 
{lender fupper, my attention was roufed by a loud noife of altercation from the Ghilun 
quarter, where 1 faw a furious debate waging between the members of the new alliance. 
The old pilgrim foon returned to me, entreating, with many confeffions of his credulous 
folly, to occupy his former Ration. 

On the 25th completed, in a journey of five furfungs, the paffage of the foreft, and 
halted on its weftern edgo. This day we frequently crofted the Mazanderan river, 
which, after winding in various directions, takes a north-weft courfe through the flat 
quarter of the province, and falls into the Cafpian Sea at Mufchid Sir. This ftream is 
rapid among the hills, but fordable for laden horfes. And on reaching the plains, it 
flows with an eafy current. At a toll-houfe within the fkirt of the foreft, the merchants 
paid a iinall duty, and 1 was a defied a few pence on the fcoreof being a ftranger. 

In my way through this extenfive foreft, I did not fee the veftige of a habitation, nor 
any culture, except foine very narrow ftrips of land, thinly interfperfed at the bafe of 
the hills. But the vallies now opened and exhibited a pleafing picture of plenty and 
rural quiet. The villages all open and neatly built ; the verdant hills and dales, encir- 
cled by ftreams of delicious water, prefented a feene that gave the mind ineffable delight. 
The air, though in winter, was mild, and had the temperature of an Englifh climate in 
the month of April. This change of weather, e fleeted within fo fhort a fpace of time, 
strifes from the low fituation of the province, its near vicinity to the Cafpian Sea, and the 
flicker of the adjacent mountains. The fheep in numerous flocks were feeding on all 
hides ; but they are of a lefs fize than thofc of Khorafan, and have not the large pon- 
derous tail which is peculiar to this animal in the countries lying between the Indus and 
the caftern confines of Mazanderan ; neither is their flefh fo fat or well tafted. 

On the 26th at Sari, three furfungs, a fortified town, and the refidencc of Aga Ma- 
homed Khan, the chief of Mazanderan, Afterabad, and fome diftricts fituate in Khorafan. 
The country in this day’s journey was flat and woody, interfperfed with finall ftreams, 
and bounded to the north-eaft and fouth-weft by a low range of hills. The kafilah 
having halted about two miles to the fouthward of Sari, the feid and I walked into the 
town, which we found had grievoufly fuffered by the effe&sof a late fire. We were 
flopped at the gate-guard, which was under the charge of anAbyflinian Have*, who, after 
making the common enquiries, permitted us to pafs. The market of Sari is plentifully 
fupplied with provifions, among which is feen the grey mullet, a fifh abounding in all the 
rivers which fall into the fouthern fhore of the Cafpian Sea. 

Sarids rather a fniall town, but crowded with inhabitants, «many of whom are mer- 
chants of credit, who refort thither for the purpofe of fupplying the chief and his officers 
with articles of foreign produce. A fociety of Armenians is eftablifhed in the vicinity of the 

* A native of this quarter of Africa is denominated Hubfhi, among the Mahometans, and is held in high 
eftimationdn Alia, for a fuppofed chara£teriflic fidelity to the fervicc in which he is employed. Abyilini- 
ans arc frequently feen about the perfons of Princes, where they hold Nations of confidence. And at the 
Porte, as eunuchs, they are entrulled with the whole interior management of the imperial haram. The 
females of this tribe, though deficient in thofe external charms, which are fo eagerly fought after by the 
Mahometans, and which, indeed, diffufe pleafure among all the foils of men, are alio greatly prized for many 
domeilic virtues, and efpecially for their chaility. 
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town, whore they exercife a various traffic, and manufacture a fpirit diftilled from grapes * 
of which Aga Mahomed drinks freely, though his habit does not ieern to operate to the 
prejudice of the people. This chief has the reputation of being attentive to'bufinefs, 
and of pofleffing an extenfive capacity, which is, indeed, obvious to common notice^ 
throughout all parts of his government. The walls of the town are kept in good con- 
condition, and the ditch though narrow is deep, and fufficiently tenable againft any force 
now exirting in this country. 

A palace has been lately built at Sari, of commodious neat ftrufture, though of 
limited fize, and has a more compact appearance than any building which I have feen 
in Perfia. The front is occupied by a imall efplanade, on which are mounted three 
pieces of cannon, with carriages of good workman (hip, fixed on three wheels. Aga 
Mahomed, a Perfian, of the Kajar tribe *, is about fifty years of age, and the foil of 
Mumtaz Khan'f, who in the diltra&ions which involved Perfia, fubfequent to the death 
of Nadir Shah, ttood forth among the various competitors for the throne, and was, for 
a Ihort period, declared head of the empire, by a large party of the people. But he was 
ultimately compelled to yield to the fuperior force of Kareem Khan, by whom he was 
put to death. The family of Mumtaz Khan falling alfo into the hands of the conqueror, 
he deprived Aga Mahomed, the eldeft fon of virility. I anT not enabled to give you 
any fatisfaftory information of the events which promoted the enlargement of this chief, 
and in quick gradation inverted him with the poifeifion of an extenfive territory. 

In a country w'hcre the evolutions and caprice of fortune are exhibited in infinite 
multiplicity, and her wheel whirls with a velocity that confounds obfervation ; where 
the flave of the morning is often feen at noon exalted on the ruins of his mafter, it be- 
comes a perplexed difgufting talk, to trace the fteps which lead to honours and powe r ; 
nor does it adequately reward the inquiry of rcafon. Such tranfitions may be fummarily 
aferibed to the general depravity of a people, who unrertrained by laws, or even the 
habits of juftice, give a loofe to every impulfc, which prornifes the gratification of am- 
bition, avarice, or revenge. 

Aga Mahomed has become, fince the death of Kareem Khan, the moll powerful chid 
of Perfia. He has many brothers, one of whom, Jaffier Kooly, governs Balfrofh, the 
principal town of Mazandcran ; but his conduct is narrowly watched, and his authority 
fo limited, that he cannot iflilfc a paffport to a Ruffian trading veil'd without the aflent 
of Aga Mahomed. The forces of this chief, on occafions of fervice, may amount to 
fifteen thoufand cavalry, which were embodied in the courfe of the laft year, when he 
overrun Ghilan, and plundered Refhd, the refidence of Hydeat Khan, the ruler of the 
province, who with his family and treafure fought refuge in the Ruffian fa&ory of En- 
zillee \ until the Mazanderan troops had evacuated the country. 

It appears that Aga Mahomed is preparing another attack, which is thought will 
fpeedily be effected, unlefs he is deterred by the power of the Ruffians, who having 
long derived extenfive advantages from the commerce of Ghilan, feem difpbfed to 
efpoufe its caufe. Aga Mahomed is at this time the only Perfian chief bordering on 
the Cafpian Sea. whom the empire of Ruffia has yet made tributary, or rendered fub- 
fervient to its policy. 

* A word in the provincial language of Mazanderan, Ggnifying a rebel or a deferter, and the name of an 
extenfive tribe, chiefly refiding in Mazar deran and Afterabad. Like the Rajahpoots of India, the Kajars 
are ufitally devoted to the prolelfiun of arms, and they compofe the largeft portion of the foldiejy of thefe 
provinces. They are mentioned by Mr. Hanway in his relatiou of his tranfa&ions at Ailerabad. 

f Ht was called Full ah Ali Khan. 

f Situate near the border or the Cafpian Sea, about fit miles to the northward of Refhd. 
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About a year ago a final! Ruffian fquadron arriving at Afliroff, a capacious bay on 
the Afterabad ffiore, the commanding officer directed a large building to be conflrudted 
near the fhore, for the purpofe of accommodating his crew, and probably to lay the 
bafis offome future plan. When the building was nearly finilhed, Aga Mahomed, to 
whom this procedure had given alarm, invited the commodore, an inexperienced young 
man, with his officers, to an entertainment given at Aderabad, on the celebration of 
fome Mahometan feftival. Many of the Ruffians, with their officers, went to thePerlian 
feaft, where they were fuddenly feized and put into confinement. Aga Mahomed then 
affe&ed to exprefs much refentment at the conduct of the Ruffians, in having ere tied, 
without pertniffion, fo large and folid a building in this country. It was in vain that 
the Ruffian expatiated on the treachery of the act, and fo glaring a violation of 
hofpitality. lie was refolutely anfwered, that unlefs his men were directed to de- 
molifh the building, the party fhould be detained in prifon, and, perhaps, meet with a 
worfe fate. 

The commodore, dreading the effects of this threat, difpatched the neceflary orders 
to the fquadron ; and when the work was performed, he and his companions were 
releafed. The officer was foon after difmified from the command of the Cafpian 
fquadron, and baniflied from the court. The Emprefs feverely cenfured his breach of 
military' condutt, which, on account of youth, and a regard for his family, fhe ob- 
ferved had not been noticed with the deferved punifhment. Aga Mahomed lately 
received an addrefs from the Ruffian government, threatening him, it is faid, with a 
l'evere vengeance for the infult offered to their flag, unlefs he made a fpeedy atonement. 
But it does not l'eem that this chief is difpofed to {hew any refpett to the requifition ; 
and if credit is to be given to a general rumour, another deicent on Ghilan may be foon 
expected, the probability <. f which is corrobrated by a prohibition of all intercourfe with 
the inhabitants of lb T province. 

On the 27th we left Sari, and proceeding five furfung.s, through a country inter- 
fperfed with plain and foreft, halted on the ikirt of a wood near the high road. At 
half the didante of this day's journey, eroded a fordable dream, which runs to the 
left or north-wed, and falls into the Mazanderan river. The carriers were dopped at 
the paflage, and ordered to convey on their horfes a quantity of {tones, and place them 
in certain fwampy parts of the great road, leading from Sari to Balfrolh ; which, it is faid, 
was fird conftrutled by Shah Abbas, and appears to have been cut through a fored. 

At three miles to the fouthvvard of our lad night’s halting place, we pafled through 
the frnall village of Alhabad, which has a daily market well fupplied with bread, cheefe, 
and fuch provifions as are adapted to the refreffiment of travellers, for the ufe of whom 
it feems to have been wholly edabliffied. 

On the 29th of January our party arrived at Balfrolh, four and a half furfungs. The 
road this day was the word I ever had travelled on, and required, in the winter feafon, 
continued labour to make it paflable- • Though deep ditches are extended on each fide, 
and drains cut acrofs, to carry off the extraordinary moidure of the foil, we proceeded 
with much difficulty and hazard. The carriers, at certain dations were required to 
.deliver their refpe&ive portions of dones, and the defaulters, among whom I was 
clafied, were detained by the officers of government ; here I might have incurred a long 
delay, had not the Ghilan feid interpofed his good offices for me as a pilgrim and his 
friend. It was then foon feen in what a favourable light we were beheld. Our hands 
were «ven killed in reverence. The proprietor of my horfe having no religious virtues 
to plead, and his quantity of dones being found very inefficient, he was not permitted 
to pafs $ and while he, with many other s, were endeavouring to qualify the demand, 
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the feid and I agreed to proceed to Balfrolh, that we might be Iheltered againlt the 
weather, which this day had fct in with drifts of fmall rain and a fevere cold. 

In high anticipation of the pleafures in ftore for us at the capital, we were overtaken 
by the carrier who foaming with rage, at this my fecond defertion, as he termed it, 
accufed me of an attempt to (leal his mare. Nor was his paffion allayed, until I pro- 
mifed him a large dilh of pillaw, to be ready at his arrival in Balfrofh. 

At the diltancc of two miles on the fouth fide of the town, is feen a fmall ifland 
in the river, where Shah Abbas eroded a palace, whofe roof, with the bridge of com- 
munication, has lately been applied by the governor of Balfrolh to fome domeflic 
purpofes. After paying double the fiipulated hire, and the fine in pillaw, I difeharged the 
carrier, who, like all thole of his profeflion within my knowledge, was an arrant knave. 
But knavery conllifutes a grand branch of his profeflion, and does not heavily affeX 
the purfe of the traveller, who, if he willies to journey on with comfort, and have his 
name puffed, fliould heartily feed his carrier ; and, as the common nature of man 
requires indulgence, occafionally wink at his roguery. Not to govern too much has 
been a maxim of long Handing in the policy of nations, nor is it lefs neceffary to the 
welfare and quiet of domeflic oeconomy. 

At Balfrolh I was informed that three Ruffian veffels were lying in the road of 
Mufchid Sir, and would fail in a few days to Baku *. It now behoved me to ad 
warily, and to wind up with diferetion an adventure which had hitherto been fuccefsful, 
and had at this place rcaclfed a crifis, which mult either produce a happy or a dangerous 
iffue. To this period I had afiumed, with good fortune, the Mahometan charader, 
without which the journey, I think, could not have been performed, efpecially from 
Turlhilh to the Cafpian Sea. I had been admitted, without referve, into the fociety of 
Mahometans, and had lived at the fame board with the molt zealous and fcrupulous, fome 
being now on the fpot, would, on a difeovery of my perfon, inveterately refent the 
deceit. It was firft expedient to quiet the mind of the feid, w'ho, lodging in the fame 
apartment, muft necellarily become acquainted with my departure. Telling him that 
I was going to make a pilgrimage at a tombf, much reforted to by (he Perfians, in 
the vicinity of Mufchid Sir, and leaving a few things which would be ufeful, I bade 
him adieu with an air of unconcern, yet ‘breathing a filent, fervent wilh, that this 
old man, whom I was never to fee again, might experience every good in the difpenfation 
of Providence. 

Mufing on the fcencs which of date had been Ihifted with a rapid diverfity, and 
on the lingular, yet interefting connexions which I had formed in the courle of my 
journey, I travelled on to Mufchid Sir ; a flattered village, fituate on the eaftern 
bank of the Mazanderan river, about ten miles diftant from Balfrolh, and two from 
the Cafpian Sea. On feeing the Ruffian quarter, I fent back a horfe which I had 
hired, and prefented niyfllf to a perfon who was pointed out to me as the mailer of a 
Ruffian veflel ; but he did not underltand any language that I fpoke. To obviate this 
embarraflinent, an interpreter was called in, and being informed that he was a 
Ruffian, I related my llory without referve; that I was an Engiiffi gentleman, who, 
from motives of curiofity and pleafure, had travelled from Bengal, through th% 
northern parts of India and Perfia, and that I now intended to proceed by the way of 
Ruflia to England. * 

The linguift expreffed furprize at the delation, which he feemed to doubt ; but a 
repetition, accompanied with that confidence which only arifes from truth, noticing 

* A port on thr weftern coafl of the Cafpian ea. 

f The place of interment of a fon of Mouza Kazim, one of the twelve Imaums of the Perfians. 
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alfo that I was enabled to reward any good office, gave my relation credit, at lead 
with the Ruffian. The matter agreed to convey me to Baku, whither his veffel was 
configned ; and obfervcd, that the commanding officer of a frigate lying at that port, 
would give the necelfary directions for my future procedure. The matter being thus 
happily arranged, I was invited to partake of a mefs of fifh-broth, ferved up in a large 
wooden bowl ; of which the matter, fix or feven failors, and inyfelf, made a hearty 
meal ; to me it was a regale ; both from its being really a favoury one, and from the man- 
ner of participation, to which 1 had been long a ftranger. 

The Ruffian habitations at Mufchid Sir, are rudely conftruftcd, and far from being 
clean. The fides arc about five feet high, and compofed of branches of trees, tw'ifted 
between ftakes, ftuck at iinall difiances in the ground ; and the roof is of thatched 
ftraw. The furniture, equally fimple and coarfc, confifts of fomc narrow wooden beds, 
a long board, raifed in the centre to cat at, and a few ftools, or buckets inverted, to fit 
on. But the practice of living hard, in all its variations, from eating ftale barley 
bread to fleeping on lfiow, had formed me into a complete veteran, fo that the Ruffian 
cabin, with its affemblage of rough utenfils, was to my fight a garnifhed hotel. And 
the knife, wooden fpoon, and platter, luxuries of a fuperior order. 

In the firft days of my refidence at this place, I fcnfibly experienced a refrefhment 
of mind and body. I had been accuftomed to rife in the morning before day-break, 
with my hands and feet generally benumbed with cold, when after packing my baggage, 

I was obliged to take a part in the bufinefs of the camel-driver or the carrier ; nor did 
the end of the day’s journey often bring with it more than the bareft accommodation, 
or afford me much matter of intelle&ual gptification. But thefe inconveniencies were 
all done away, and my meals, as my fleep, became falutary and regular. Being thus 
relieved from labour, anxiety, and the inceffant talk of fupporting a feigned chara&cr, 

I thought myfelf happy ; and as happinefs largely arifes from comparifon, and the 
excurfions of fancy, to which I now gave an ample fcope, this w T as, perhaps, the 
inoft pleafurable period of my life. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE KINGDOM OF KARAZM *. 

• 

B ETWEEN Great Tatary on the north, and Tibet, India, and Perfia on the fouth, 
there runs a long trattof land extending from the great Kobi, or defart on the north- 
weft part of China, weftward as far as the Cafpian Sea. . This country is fituated in 
a fandy defart, with which it is furrounded •, or rather is itfelf a vaft fandy defart* 
interfperfed with mountains and fruitful plains, well inhabited and watered with 
rivers. 

Nature feems to have divided this region into three large parts, feparated from one 
another by the intrufion of the defart, and known at prefent in thefc weftern parts, 
by the names of the countries of Karazft, Great Bukharia and Little Bukharia f. 
The original inhabitants, who are very different from the Tartars, were always great 
traders * and caravans frequently pafs through their lands from India and Perfia to 
China : but as they have been little vifited by Europeans, we had fcarce any account 
of them, but what is met with in the tranflations and extracts from the oriental writers, 
till Mr. Bentink, often quoted before, obliged the public with his notes on Abu’lghazi 
Khan’s genealogical hiftory of the Tatars. To thefe funds are we beholden for all 
our materials, except what little may be picked out of the travels of our Anthony 
Jenkinfon to Bokhara ; Benedict Goes from India to China ; and the author of the 
defeription of the countries about the Cafpian Sea, Glided to Tavernier’s travels. 


• 

SECT. I. — The Situation , Soil , Rivers, and Lakes of Karaznt. — Name and Bounds : — 
Soil and Produce : *— excellent Melons : — Rivers. — The Amu changes its Courfc . — 
The Khefil:—its Courfe turned. — Expeditions of Beckowitz to the Kheftl . — The 
Khan's Artifice to enfnare him : — he is cut off. — Lake of Aral affords much Salt. — 
Situation and Extent. 

KARAZM, or Karezm, as this country is called by Abu’lghazi Khan, and the 
Perfian writers, is pronounced by the Arabs Khowarazm : which name is as ancient 
as the time of Herodotus, who calls it Khorafmia, and after him Ptolemy. » 

This kingdom at prefent is bounded on the north by the country of Turkeftan, and 
the dominions of the Grand Khan of the Eluths, or Kalmuks ; on the eaft by Great 
Bukharia, from which it is feparated partly by the mountains of Irder J, and partly 


* Green’s Coll. vol. iv. p. 476. . 

$ See Abu’lghazi’ s Hiftory of the Turks, &c. p. 364. 


f The Laft is now fubjedl to China, 

by 
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by the defarts of Karak and Gaznah ; on the fouth by the provinces of Aftarubad and 
Khorafan 1 , in Perfia, from which it is feparated by the river Amu, and fandy defarts 
of a vaft extent ; and on the weft by the Cafpian Sea. 

It may be about 440 miles in length from north to fouth, and 340 from weft to 
eaft ; being fituated between the 29th and 46th degrees of latitude, and the 71ft and 
78th degrees of longitude. The country, according to a late geographical author, con- 
fifts moftly of very wide, extended, fandy plains, like thofe of Great Tatary, part of 
them barren defarts, and others affording excellent pafture, with but few mountains 
or rivers. There is good land in fcveral provinces, where vines grow, of which wine 
is made ; and the water-melons of Karazm are famous ? . Bentinck fays the country 
is extremely fertile where watered '. 

The melons of this country, called by Abu’lghazi, arbus 4 , are the true water- 
melons, of the fize of ordinary gourds, or pompions, commonly round, and green on 
the outfide, but within of a much deeper colour than the common melons ; though 
fome are perfectly white, but they are not the beft : their feed is quite black, Ihaped 
like that of the pompion, but rounder, tranfparent, and difperfed all through the 
fruit ; the whole of which is eaten, excepting the rind and the feed. The fubftance 
is much finer, and better relifhed, than that of ordinary melons : it is exceeding 
cooling, and one may cat as much as he will without the leaft danger. This fruit 
will keep a long time ; on which occafion our author obferves, that they carry them 
from Aftrakan (where they are near as good as in Karazm) to St. Peterlburg, for 
the court of Ruflia ; and that they are as good in the middle of winter, as in their 
feafon ; but he adds, that they gather them green, and that they ripen afterwards 5 . 

Karazm owes all its fertility, in a manner, to three rivers, and a great lake : the 
rivers are called Amu, Khefel, and Sir. The Amu, as it is called by the Uzbeks and 
Pcrfians, is the Jihun ", of the Arabs, and Oxus of the ancients, has its fource to 
the north-north-eaft of the kingdom of Kalhmir, toward the borders of Little Bukharia, 
in thofe high mountains which feparate it from the dominions of "the ^ Great Mogul. 
It crofles the fouthern part of Great Bukharia from eaft to weft, then winding north- 
eaftward along the borders of that country, enters Karazm, and croffing it obliquely 
forty leagues from its mouth, it divides into two branches ; that on the left turning 
weftward, difeharges itfelf into the Cafpian Sea 7 , towards the borders of the province 
of Aftarabad in Perfia : but the right-hand branch, which paffed heretofore by the 
city of Urjenz, and met the fea 8 twelve leagues to the north of the former, about 
eighty years ago quitted its ancient channel, fix leagues from the place where it 
leparated from the other arm ; and changing its courfe more to the north, threw 
itfelf into the river Khefel, on the other fide of the little town of Tuk : fo that its old 
channel, before the city of Urjenz, is at prefent quite dry, which has greatly hurt 
that city. 

The Amu abounds with all forts of excellent fifti, and its fides are the moll charming 
in the world. On its banks grow thofe excellent melons, and other delicious fruits, 
fo much efteemed in Perfia, the Indies, and Ruflia, whither they are carried. 

The river Khefel, Khefil, or Kefil, as the Uzbeks name it, rifes in the mountains, 
to the north-eaft of the province of Sogd, or Samarkant j and running north-weft 
« 

1 Kcempfer confounds Khorafan with Khowarazm. Amsenit. Exot. p. 13$. J Short Way to 

know the World, or a Compendium of Modern Geography, in odfavo, 1745, p. 233. 3 Hiftory of 

the Turks/ &c. p. 419, 4 p. 284, and by Jenkinfon, karbus. 5 Hiftory of the Turks, 

P* 433 > ct f ec l- b So Abtt’lghitzi Khan calls it alfo, p. 119 of his hiftory. 7 Perhaps at a 

place called Mankiflilak* * It fell into the Gulf of Balkan. 
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between the Amu and the Sir, falls into the lake of Aral, fifty or fixty miles after it 
has been joined by the Amu. There is no appearance of this river in Kyrillow’s map 
of the Ruffian empire, ihe fides of the Khefel are exceeding fertile wherever they 
are cultivated ; but the greater part of them are neglected by the inhabitants ; nor do 
they make u fe of the excellent paffures which border this river, though they are much 
better than thole which they find along the Amu. 

At prelent there is not one conliderable town to be feen upon the Khefel : nay, the 
few fmall ones that occur are half defart, becaufe the Uzbek Tatars, both of Great 
Bukharin and of Karazm, chufe rather to be near the frontiers of the Perfians, than of 
the 1 ‘duths and Kara Kalpaks ; becaufe there is more to be gotten by their inroads on 
on fide, than the other. 

The waters of this river arc extremely incroafed by the junction of the Amu, before- 
mentioned : but of late years the Tatars of Karazm have alio turned the courfe 
of the Khefel from the Calpian Sea ' into the lake Aral, on the following occafion. 

Peter the fir ft, Lmpcrorof Ruflia, being informed, that much gold ore* 1 was found 
on the coaft of the Calpian Sea, at the mouth of the river Sir, called alfo Daria ; and 
judging that a new courfe of trade between Siberia and the fouthern parts of Alia, 
might be carried on by means of that river, ordered certain perfons, Ikillcd in maritime 
affairs, to accompany the Kodaks of Jaik in feveral of their expeditions along the 
coafts of that fea, in order to find out the month of the Daria. Thefc people finding 
that no confiderable river dilcharged itfelf into the Cafpian Sea, between the Yem, 
or Ycmba, and Amu, except the Khefel concluded this mull be the river they 
looked for ; eJpecially as the Koflaks aifured them it was called Daria, not knowing 
that Daria is no more than an appellative, fignifying a river in general among the 
Uzbeks \ 

However that be, having founded the entrance of the Khefel, and obferved feveral 
marks whereby to know it again, they returned and made their report : thereupon the 
Lmperor, in 1719, fent one brigadier Beckowitz 5 , by the way of Aftrakan, with 
two rhoufand five hundred men, to poflefs himfelf of the mouth of that river. lie 
pitched upon that officer, becaufe he was a Chirkaffian, and underltood thoroughly the 
latar language. The Tatars growing jealous to fee him come feveral times on that 
errand, turned the Khefel by three channels, the lands being low, northward into the 
lake of Aral, and then flopped the entrance of it : fo that Beckowitz arriving fome time 
after with his vefiels to the mouth of the river, found it quite dry. 

Neverlhelefs, in obedience to his orders, he landed his troops, and began to build 
forts thereabouts, as well as the ground, which he found exceeding fandy, would 
permit. They were fcsirce in a condition of making refinance, when the Tatars of 
Khiva (fo the Ruffians call the Uzbeks of Karazm 0 ) came down upon him with 
great numbers of troops : but Beckowitz defended himfelf with fuch refolution, that 
the Khan who commanded them, defpairing to conquer him by force, had him 
privately informed, that in his heart he was fincerely affefted to the Ruffians, and 
that he defired nothing more than to .fee them fettled in his neighbourhood ; but that 
he was obliged to oppofe them, to humour the princes, his relations and neigh- 

According to D’Anville’s map it fell into Peter’s Bay, in the north part of the eaftern road of the 
Cafpktn Sea. * This was, probably, a dory only invented to further the defign of carrying oil 

trade by this new canal. * For the Sir fell into the lake Aral, hereafter deferibed. 4 Alfo 

among the Perfians. s Webber fays, he was a Circadian prince, captain of the Czar’s guards : that 

he was immeniely rich, and had married the mod beautiful lady in all Ruffia ; and that he had been fent 
before in 171 j. * From the Khan’s camp called Khiva. 
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hours : that it was rcfolved to make a I aft effort ngxt day, and in cafe they had no better 
fuccefs than before, he would try to bring about an accommodation. 

Beckowitz gave the eafier credit to the Khan, as he had caufed proteftations of the 
fame kind to be made at the court of Ruflia, by an envoy font for that purpofe. Mean- 
time the Tatars did not fail next morning to renew the attack with (uch vigour, that 
great numbers, contrary to cuitoin, lighted off their horfes: but having been repulled 
at length with lofs, the Khan font two of his niurfas to know on what account he had 
landed an army in his dominions, and what he wanted ? Hereupon Beckowitz 
demanded that thdf fluiecs made in the river Ihould be hopped up, and the mouth of it 
opened again, that the current might ivfutne its forme r courfe. 

r ihe Tatars remonftrating, that it was not in their power to dam up the channels, 
the water ran into them with fuch rapidity ; Beckowitz propofed, that they fliould give 
him a certain number of hoftages, and he would go and do it with his own troops. 
As that was what the Tatars juft wanted, they readily agreed to his demands. The 
Ruflian commander having left fome men to guard the forts, fet forward with the reft : 
but the hoftages, who i'erved for guides, led him through places quite defart, where 
there were only fume holes of (landing water, not fufficient for his troops : i’o that after 
five clays’ march, they found themfelves quite deftitutc of water. 

In this diftrefs, their guides propofed to divide into feveral bodies, and march by 
different roads, that they might the more eafily find a fupply. Beckowitz was 
obliged to conl'ent to this propofal, though he faw the danger of it. In fhort, the 
Ruffians having thus feparated into parties, the Tatars furrounded them one after 
another ; and flaying their leader with mod of his men, carried the reft into 
flavery. After this, thofe who were left to guard the forts, reimbarked, and returned 
to Aftrakan. 

The lake Aral, that is, of eagles, before mentioned, feparates the province of Aral, 
to which it gives name, from the eaftern provinces of Karazm. It is one of the largeft 
in the northern Afia, being above thirty German leagues from foulh to north, about 
half as much from eaft to weft, and above eighty in coinpafs. Its waters arc 
exceeding fait, yet breed great quantities of the fame fort of fifli which are found in 
the Cafpian Sea, with which it docs not feent to have any communication ; nor does 
it overflow its banks, although it receives the waters of the Sir, the Khefel, and feveral 
other (mailer rivers. 

The Kara Kalpaks, who poffcfs the northern coaft of it, towards the mouth of the 
Sir, and the Turkmans, of the country of AraF, in fummer, convey the waters of this 
lake, by means of (mail canals, into the neighbouring fandy plains ; whofe furface, 
when the moifture is exhaled by the fun’s heat, is covered with a line cruft of 
cryftalline fait, with which the inhabitants of Karazm, and all Turkeftan, are plenti- 
fully fupplied 

According to Kyrillow’s map of the Ruflian empire, this lake is (haped much like 
the Cafpian Sea, and more than half as long ; being three hundred and forty miles 
from louth to north, and an hundred and fxxty broad in the fieuth part ; though not 
half that breadth at the north end. But, poflibly, thele dimenfions are too great, 
as its diftance from the Cafpian Sea, viz. two hundred miles, muft needs be too much. 
However, we may prefumc, its figure is more exabt than what we find it in. other 

' Webber fays, that refilling to kneel on the red cloth, in order to be beheaded, they ham -ft mug and 
mangled him burbaroully. 1 Hiftory of the Turks, &c. p. 44$. ct feq. 
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maps, efpecially the north part of it ; becaufe feveral roads thither are traced down 
by the author. Into this great lake the Khefel difcharges itfelf on the fouth by three 
channels, and the Sir on the north by two : of which river, the reader will find an 
account hereafter in the defcription of Turkcftan. 


SECT. II. — THE PROVINCES AND TOWNS OF KARAZM. 

KARAZM is divided into many provinces, as appears from Abu’lghazi Khan’s 
hi dory, who mentions feveral of them ; which Bentink has fuccin&ly defcribed, as 
follows : 

i. Provinces. 

Ogurza Province . — Pijhga. — Karalizit. — Gilkupruk. — Gordijh. — Kumhant. — Yanghi-Jhahr . — 

Burma. — liayalhiri. — Kejilrabat. — GardanVhnJi. — Yanghi-arik . — Bakirgan. — Kuigati. — 

Ikzi-Kumani.—Khika. — Tarkhan.— Bamaburi/iak. — Koghertlik. — Aral. 

OGURZA is a large province, fituate towards the coaft of the Cafpian Sea. It was 
very fertile before the northern branch of the Amu, which ran through it, took 
another courfe ; fince when it is become a defart for want of water. It takes its 
name from the abundance of cucumbers which it then produced ; and are called 
Ogurza, both in the Tatar and Ruffian languages. 

Piffiga is a little province, fituate to the eaft of the city Urjenz. It has been 
but thinly inhabited ever fince the above mentioned branch of the Amu ceafed to pafs 
through it. 

Karakizit is a fmall province, between thofe of Piffiga and Ogurza, which is 
grown very thin of people fince the river Amu paffes no longer by Urjenz, to the weft 
of which it lies. 

Gilkupruk is a fmall province, fituate to the fouth of the fouthern branch of 
the river Amu, bordering on the provinces of Khoralan, and Aftarabad, in Perfia. 

Gordiffi, a little province between thofe of Piffiga and Kumkant. It is one of the 
moil fruitful and belt cultivated in all Korazm, as being watered by the Amu $ which 
here quitted its old channel to join the Khefel, as before mentioned. 

The fmall province of Kumkant lies eaft of Gordiffi, towards the northern bank of 
the Amu ; which, in the borders of thefe provinces, divides in two branches. 

Yanghi-ffiahr 1 is a little province, near the right bank of the fouthern branch of 
the river, which is of no great confcquence at prelent. 

Burma is one of the largeft provinces eaft of the town of Wazir, towards the borders 
of Great Bukharia. It is very populous and fertile j producing the mod delicious 
melons in all Karazm. 

Bayalkiri is a little province to the north of the city Urjenz ; but very fandy and 
defart, becaufe it wants water. 

Kefilrabat lies towards the banks of the Khefil, or Kelli, and north-weft of the town 
of Tuk. This little province is very populous, and produces plenty of all forts of 
delicious fruits. 

Gardankhaft, which is a large province, fituate between the towns of Khayuk and 
Hazarafb % has pretty good pallurage ; and is almoft wholly peopled by the Sarts, who 
are the ancient inhabitants of the country. 

‘ Iu the French, Jangifliar. 5 In the French, Haffaraflap. 

Yanghi- 



ACCOUNTS OF INDEPENDENT TATART. 325 

Yanghi-arik’ is a fmall province north of the Amu, and bordering on Great Buk- 
haria, at the foot of the mountains which feparate it from Karazm. 

Bakirgan, a large province on the north fide of the river Khefel, and north-eaft of 
the town of Tuk. 

Kuigan, another large province, north of Bakirgan and the Khefel, extends as far 
as the frontiers of the Kara Kalpaks, and Kalmuks ( or Eluths). It confifts, moftly, 
of vaft plains, producing excellent pafture ; like all the other fandy grounds of Grand 
Tatary. 

Ikzi-Kumani 7 is a little province towards the fouthem bank of the Khefel, and weft 
of the territory of Khayuk. 

Khika, another fmall province on the fouth fide of the Khefel, lies eaft of the ter- 
ritory of Tuk, and weft of Ikzi-Kumani. 

Tarkhan is a little province fituate north of the Khefel, and weft of Bakirgan. It 
•bounds in excellent paftures ; but lies uncultivated. 

Bamaburinak is a little province to the north of the Khefel, towards the fouthem 
coaft of the lake Aral, and weft of Tarkhan province. 

Koghertlik is a large province fituate on the frontiers of Great Bukharia, and north 
of the province of Yanghi-arik. 

The province of Aral, towards the Ihore of the Cafpian Sea, is very large, extending 
from the mountains of Abulkhan, north of the old mouth of the northern branch of the 
Amu, which is now dry, as far as the country of the Kara Kalpacks. This part of 
Korazm is, at prefent, almoft folely inhabited by Turkmans, who find there, in many 
places, excellent pafture for their flocks : But generally, Aral, which takes its name 
from the lake before defcribed, is mountainous, fandy, and barren 3 . Befides the 
provinces above defcribed, Abu’lghazi Khan mentions others in hi&hiftory ; particularly 
thofe of Abulkhan and Dehiftan 


2. The Towns of Karazm. 

Urjenz , the capital : — Its ruinous State:-— Trade inconftderablc : — Its Names : — Not always the Capital : 
Once great and populous : — Dejlroyed by Timur Prefent State miferablc : — Its Latitude obferved.— 

Mangufavc. — Sellizure — Fruits and Grain. — Tuk. — Waftr. — Kumkala. — Kaht. — Hazarazb.— 
Alatihfhlak — lixcellent Port. — Other Towns. 


URJENZ, the capital of the country, is fituate in a great plain to the north of the 
river Amu, twenty-five German leagues from the eaftern fhores of the Cafpian Sea; 
This city w'as very confiderable in the ages pall ; but fincc the Tatars became poflefiors 
of it, the northern branch of the Amu, which formerly ran by its walls, has taken 
another courfe. It has fallen fo much to decay, that, at prefent, it makes but a pitiful 
figure, being no more than a great fcambling town, about a league in compafs. Its 
walls are of fun-burnt bricks, with a kind of ditch, very narrow, and full of rub- 
bilh in feveral places. The houfes are no better than paltry cabins of earth. It is 
true, there is a caftle built with brick ; but fo ruinous, that fcarce a fourth part of it is 
inhabitable. The brick molques likewife are in almoft as bad a condition : for the 
Tatars,. in general, are very ready to deftroy buildings, but neither to raife or preferve. 
The only thing which they take any care of at prefent is a great broad ftreet -towards 

1 1 “ the French, Jangiarick. ’ This forms to be a remains of the Komani, or Kumani, a warlike 
nation, who for a long time poflefled the country along the north-fide of the Cafpian Sea, as far as ilie 
river Don, till conquered by Jenghiz Khan andhis fucceflbrs, ia Kipjak. 1 Hiftory of tl « 

Turks, &c. p.435, etfcq. 1 P. 235. 
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the middle of the town, which, as the common market-place, is covered from one end 
to the other, to preiervc the goods fold there from the weather. The defertion of the 
river has caufed many of the inhabitants to forfakc Urjenz, and rendered very barren 
the neighbouring country, which was formerly fruitful. 

Although it is very conveniently fituate for commerce, being the rendezvous of all the 
bufinefs carried on between the Bukhara and the countries on the weft fide of the Cas- 
pian Sea, yet, at prefent, the trade is very inconfiderable ; bee a ufe foreign merchants, 
finding no fecurity among the Mohammedan Tatars, few will venture thither. The or- 
dinary duties paid at Urjenz are only three per cent, but the extraordinary amount 
very often beyond the whole merchandizes. 

The Khans of Karazm commonly winter in this town ; but in fummer they encamp 
on the banks of the Amu, or in fome other agreeable place of the country, as belt iuirs 
their conveniency 

To the foregoing remarks of Bcntinck on Urjenz, the EngJifh tranflator adds thofe 
which follow : 

Urjenz feems to be the fame city which was formerly called Karazm ; and which 
jfle la Croix a obferves, was, after the time of Jenghiz Khan, called Korkanj by the 
Perfians, and Orkanj by the Moguls. In the tables of Abu’lfcda, Naflir addin, and 
Ulugh Begh \ we find two Korkanj s ; Great Korkanj, or Nu-Korkanj, and Korkanj 
the Lefs, or Jorjaniyah 4 of Khowarazm, to difiinguiih it, likely, from Jorjaniyah of 
Perfia. The firlt was capital of the country ; and both were fituate on the weft fide 
of the Jihun, (or Amu) ten miles afundcr 3 . Jenkinfon calls it Urjence 6 : and 
Johnfon, his fellow-traveller, after a merchant of 7 Boghar, (or Bokhara) Urjenfh, 
and Urjenfe % which comes near the name given by Abu’lghazi Khan. 

Urjenz has not always been the capital of Karazm. AbuMfcda tells us, that Kath 
was formerly the metropolis 9 : how long it continued fo, is uncertain. When the 
governor of Jorjan, in Perfia, furprized him of Karazm, in the reign of Nuh-ibn- 
Manfur, of the Saminan family, he found him in Kat 19 : but it does not follow from 
thence that it was the capital ; nor, if it did, could we affirm, it continued fo under 
the firft dynafty of the Karazmian kings, contemporary with Mahmud Gazni, neither 
can we be pofitive, upon what occafion the royal feat was removed : though, probably 
on account of the inundation which once ruined it ,x . This we are fure of, that the 
fecond dynafty fixed their feat at Urjenz ; and it has continued the capital ever fince, 
except nowand then, that the Khans thought ill to refide for a-while at Wazir, Khayuk, 
or fome other place. 

Though at prefent fo much reduced, it was once like all the other cities of this coun- 
try rich and populous. In the year 1186 *% when Soltan Shah befieged it 13 , the in- 
habitants, who had fubmitted to his brother Takafh, were fo numerous, that, to (hew 
how much they defpifed his power, they kept their gates open in his view ; and thirty- 
fix years after, when Jenghiz Khan 4 took it in 1221, the Moguls put one hundred 
thoufand, fome fay two hundred thoufand, to the fword. Urjenz 13 began to flourifli 
again under the family of the Solis, and was a great city when Timur Bek (or Tamer- 
lan), having in 1379, taken it from Yufof Sofi, and conquered the kingdom ,6 > 

* Hiftory of the Turks, as before, p. 438, ct fcq. 1 Hift. of Geng. p. 240. 3 TPubli fluid 

by Greaves. 4 Jorjan, or Jorjaniyah, comes near Urjenz, allowing for the different pronunciation 
of different nation*. s Abu’lfeda, p. 23. 26. * Purchas, vol. iii. p.236. # 1 The 

Englifh traveller, at the end of Tavernier, p. 115, fays, fome call it Yurjcach, others Jurjench. 
* Hakl. C'olle£t. vol i. p. jjy. 9 Chowr. beferip. p. 27, in Hudlon’s Defter Greek Geo- 
graphers. ,0 Teix Hill, of Perfia, p. 160. 11 Chowar. Defer. p. 23. ** Of the Hejrab, 582. 

J ' See D* Herbelot in Tacafh. J4 De la Croix’s Hift. Gentch. p. 256. 4i Korkanj Minor 

was then the regal feat, according to De la Croix’s Notes. 46 Hift. Timur-bec, p. 306. 
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cnufed it tto be razed in 1388, and the ground fowed with barley. It is likely it was 
repaired three years after, when, by Timur’s order, the country was re-peopled, and 
reilored to its ancient fplendour : but from that time, it may be prefumeri, Urjenz 
never was able to recover itfelf; and the government of the Uzbeks, which it has 
fince fallen under, lo hurtful to trade, joined to the inconveniences attending the 
river Ainu’s being turned off from the town, has completed its ruin 

It feems to have been in no better a ftate when Mr. Jenkinfon was there in 15^8. 
His account o i it is as follows : The city, or town, of Urjenz % ftands on level ground: 
its walls, as well as houfes, are of earth, and, by eftimation, lour miles in compafs. 
The buildings within it are ruined, and out of good order : it hath one long fireet 
that is covered above, which is the place of their market : it hath been won and loft 
four times within lev on years, by civil wars ; hence it comes, that there are but few 
merchants in it, and they lo very poor, that he could not fell above four kerfeys. 
The chief commodities fold there come from Boghar (or Bokhara) and Perfia, but in 
finall quantities, not worth mentioning. All the country, from the Calpian Sea to 
this city, is called the land of Turkman, and is (object to the Khan 

The latitude of this city, as given by Jenkinfon % is forty-two degrees eighteen 
minutes ; which feems the more exact, as it nearly agrees with that afligned by Albiruni 
the aftronomer, a native oi Karazm, and adopted by Uleg-beigh, viz. forty-two de- 
grees feventeen minutes ■ . 

The lame Englilh traveller, who travelled through Karazm in his way to Boghar, 
or Bokhara, mentions two or three other places in the country, as Manguflave, Sel- 
lizure, and Kait. 

Manguflave 6 is a very good port in forty-five degrees of latitude, twelve leagues 
within a bay. Both governor and people proved very bad, doubling the price of car- 
riages and provifions. 

Sellizure 7 , twenty-four days* journey of the karavan from Manguflave, and two 
from Urjenz, was a caflle, w here then refid ed the king, called Azim Khan % with 
three of his brothers. Jt is fcated on a high hill. The palace was built of earth, not 
ftrong, and made a poor figure. 

To the fouth of the caftle the land is low, but very fertile, producing many good 
fruits, particularly one called a dinie : it is very large, and full of moifture, the peo- 
ple eating it alter meat inftead of drink. There is another called karbus 9 the fize 
of a great cucumber, yellow, and fweet as fugar. Here is alfo a certain corn, called 
jegur, whofe ftalk is much like a fugar-canc, and as high, but the grain like rice, grow- 
ing at the top like a clufter of grapes. The water that ferveth all this country is drawn 
by canals out of the Oxus 19 ; fo that it falleth not into the Calpian Sea, as formerly ; 
and in a fhort time all that land is likely to become a wilderncfs for want of water 11 $ 
which prediftion of the author has come to pals. 

Tuk is a little town, fix leagues to the north-caft of Urjenz, at a fmall diftance from 
the fouthern bank of the Khefel. 

Khayuk lies toward the borders of Great Bukharia, half a day’s journey from the 
river Khefel. It is the belt town in all Karazm, next to Urjenz ; yet the houfes are 
no better than mifcrable cabins, being as inconvenient within as without. 

♦ 

1 Hiflory of the Turks, &c. p. 440, et feq. 2 He writes Urgrnce. 1 Purchps Pilgr. 

vol. iii. p. 236, et feq. 4 In a table at the end of his voyage, in Hakluyt, vol. I.pa^e335, hut 

omitted by Purchas. s See the tables of Abu’lfeda, before-mentioned. 6 This feems to 

lie near the mouth of the northern branch of the Amu. There is another port more to the fouth, not 
unlike it in name. 7 Perhaps, Saltfaray, a pleafure houfe. 8 In the truncation of 

Abu’lghAzPs Hiftory, written Hadiim. or Hajim : but we are told, he refided at Wzir, and was that 
year made Khan. » Or arbus, before described. 40 Or, Amd. 11 Purchas as be- 

fore, p. 236. 
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The neighbouring country is fertile enough, but very ill cultivated. However, one 
fees there fome vines, which the Sarts, who dwell in this town, take care of. They 
make alfo a fort of red wine, which is pretty good. 

Wazir is fituate towards the northern bank of the river Am ft ; but, like the reft 
of the towns, is at prefent very inconfiderable. 

Kumkala is a fmall town in the middle of Karazrn, to the north of Wazir ; but not 
worth taking notice of. 

The town of Kaht (Kith, or Kit *) is fituate on the north fide of the Khefel, to- 
wards Great Bukharia, and is of no confideration, but on account of its pafTage over 
that river, though once the capital city. There were two of the name. 

Hazaraib, fituate upon the north fide of the Khefel, is alfo become inconfiderable 
fince it fell into the hands of the Uzbeks. 

Mankifiilak is a fmall town upon the fhore of the Cafpian Sea, on the north fide of 
the mouth of the fouthern branch of the river Amu. The town itfclf is inconfiderable, 
confifting of about l’even hundred houfes, or rather pitiful cabins, built of earth : but 
its port is magnificent, and the only one to be found in all that fea. As it is large, 
fecure, and deep, it would, in any other hands but thofe of the Tatars, foon be- 
come a place of confiderablo trade ; but, at prefent, feldom any Ihips arrive there. 
The town is inhabited only by Turkmans, who can bear the neighbourhood of the fea 
better than the Uzbeks 2 . 

There are feveral other towns in Karazrn mentioned by Abu’lghazi Khan befides, 
the Uzbeks of this country have fome others in Khorafan, which, by degrees, they 
conquered from the Perfians ; as, Duruhn, Nafay, Iburd, Mahana, Bagabad, Yaurfurdi, 
and Maru. But, in all probability, Nadhir-fhah, the prefent king of Pcrfia, recovered 
them all fome years ago. 

SECT. III. THE INHABITANTS OF KARAZM : THEIR MANNERS AND CUSTOMS. 

KARAZM is inhabited at prefent by three forts of people; the Sarts, the Turk- 
mans, and the Uzbek Tatars. With regard to the firft of thefe, our author, 
Bentinck, fays only, that they are the ancient inhabitants of the country 4 , and fup- 
port themfelves, like the Turkmans, by their cattle and hufbandry. But he is more 
particular in treating of the o her two nations. 

1. Of the Turkmans. 

Turbnans t original :—Ttvo Branches.— Oriental Turkmans, once powerful 1— Their Perfons t—Way of 
living ; — Character and Number Divided into Tribes. 

THE Turkmans, or Turkomans, as our hiftorians call them, came originally 
from Turkeftan. They feparated from the Kanklis, with whom they dwelt in that coun- 
try towards the eleventh century, with an intent to feek their fortune fomewhere elfe : 
and fettled in Karazrn long before the Tatars, as Abu’lghazi Khan relates. 

They divided into two parties ; of which one went round the north fide of the Caf- 
pian Sea, and fettled in the weftern parts of Armenia ; from thence called the country 
«fth« Turkomans 5 . Bentinck will have it, that the Othman Turks, if they be Turks, 
(for he fays they are a mixture of feveral nations j muft derive themfelves from this 

■ Abu'lfeda calls it Kath ; Jcnkinfon, Kait ■} and only fays it is a caftle, where Soltan Sara-met refided, 
Purch. Pilgr. vol. iii. p. 237. 1 Hiftory of the Turks, &c. p. 442, et feq. 3 The fame, 

P- 2 35 > ana clfcwhere. 4 Thefe fall Under the denomination of Tajiks, implying traders, or a lim- 

gk iort of people ; a nick-namc given by the Uzbeks even to the Perfians. * Or Turkomania. 
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weftem branch : but in this he feems to be miftaken, it being generally agreed, that 
they catne into Perfia -with the family of Seljuk, and fettled at Makhan, or Mahan, 
near Maru Shahi-jehan in Khorafan ; from whence, upon the irruption of the Moguls, 
under Jenghiz Khan, about the year 1219, they removed towards Natolia, where 
their kingdom firft began under Ortogrul, or rather Othman, in the year 1288 '. 

The fecond party turned fouth, and fettled about the banks of the river Amu, and 
the fhore of the Cafpian Sea’ ; where they ftill poflefs a great number of towns and 
villages in the country of Aftrakan and Karazm. This branch of the Turkmans has 
been hitherto unknown to the European hiftorians and geographers, although they are 
much more numerous at prefent than that of the weftern Turkmans. On thisoccafion, 
the Englilh tranflator obferves, that thofe who have given extracts from the caftern 
writers, take little notice of them ; and, that others relate no more of them than what 
occurs in the Byzantine, and fuch weftern hiftorians who lived at too great a diftance 
to be acquainted with their affairs. 

He adds, that there fprung from this branch of the Turks, or Turkmans, (for the 
Turkmans and Turks, fays the tranflator, feem to differ only as the wandering Arabs, 
called Bedwins, do from thofe who dwell in cities) three great dynalties of princes, who 
had under their dominions all the countries from the Archipelago as far as the Indies ; 
namely, the three branches of the family of Seljuk, who reigned at the fame time in 
. Iran, or Perfia at large, Kerman and Rum, or Natolia; to the laft of which the 
Othman Soltans owe their greatnefs. 

The Turkmans of this latter branch, according to Bentinck, are fhaped much like 
the former ; that is, are tall and robuft, with fquare, flat faces, only they are much 
fwarthier, and have a greater refemblance of the Tatars. In fummer they wear long 
gowns of calico, or thick cloth : and- in winter the like gowns of fheep-lkin. 

Cattle and hufbandry afford them fubfiftence, according to the different parts they 
poffefs. In winter they dwell in towns and villages about the river Amfi, and towards 
the fhores of the Cafpian Sea ; and in fummer they encamp where they can find the 
beft paftures and good water. They are all Mohammedans. Such of them as are fettled 
in the country of Aftrabad generally followed the Perfian fed ; but thofe who dwell 
in Karazm conform with the Uzbek Tatars in fentiments of religion : Though nei- 
ther one nor the other give themfelves much trouble about it. 

They are exceedingly turbulent, fubmitting with great difficulty to the Tatar yoke. 
They are very brave, and, at leaft, as good horfemen, but not fo great robbers, as the 
Uzbeks ; by whom being treated as conquered fubjeds, they are obliged to pay them 
tribute, and fuft'er fevcral other impofitions from thofe rigid mafters ; to which, chiefly, 
is to be imputed that great animofity which they bear them : but the Turkmans, who 
dwell under the dominion of the Perfians, are much better treated. Both together 
may amount to about an hundred thoufand families. 

Thefe people are ftill divided into tribes, like all the other branches of the Turkifh 
nation; and their chiefs enjoy the fame prerogatives '. 

Abu’lghazi Khan, who was a great enemy to the Turkmans, and deftroyed great 
numbers of them, from time to time, mentions them on feveral occafions, fometimes, 
according to the countries they inhabited, as, the Turkmans of Mankifhlak, Abu’lkhan, 
•and Dehlftan 4 , which laft territory belongs to Perfia ; but oftener by the napies of 
their tribes ; of which the chief are ; 1. Adakli Khifler-ili ; thefe dwell on both fides 

* Hiftory of the Turks, as before, p. 423, et feq. ** Jenkinfon found them poflefled of all 

the coaft from Mariguflave, where he landed, till he left the (hire, four days before he reached Sellizurc. 
J Hiltory of the Turks, Sec. p. 426. ct feq. and 397. * P. 235 of his Hiftory. 
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of the Amu, from the province of Pifliga to that of Karakizet \ a. Ali-ili, Inhabiting 
from the province of Karakizet to the mountain of Abu’lkhan. 3. Ti-u-azi, who pof* 
fefs the reft of the banks of the Amu, from. Abu’lkhan to the fea ; thefe three tribes, 
are fumamed Utzil *. Befides them we meet with the following, viz. Taka, Sank,. 
Yamut, Irfari, Khorafan-Saluri 3 , (thefe five, formerly, were but one tribe)' Itzki. 
Saluri, Hafanlkdur, Dfaudur, Arabaz, Koklan, Adakli 4 , Karamk s , and fome others 
lefs confiderable 6 . 

Jenkinfon remarks, that all the country, from the Cafpian Sea to Urjenz, is called 
the land of Turkman ; and, that the inhabitants, between the fea and the eaftle of 
Sellizure, and of all the countries about the Cafpian, live without town or houfe iifc 
the open fields } removing from place to place in great companies with their cattle 7 . 

a. Of the Uzbek Tartars . 

Name and Origin. — Uzbek Tribes. — Way of living. — Encamp for Convenitncy of making 
Roads.— Their Money. — Their Cattle, and Diet.— Arms ar.d Pa/lime. 

THE name of Uzbeks, which the Tatars of Karazm and Great Bukharia bear at 
prefent, is derived from Uzbek Khan of Kipjak, as related by Abu’lghazi Khan*, 
and this cuftom of affuming the name of the prince, to denote the univerfal affeftion 
of his fubjetts, has always been in ufe with the inhabitants of Tatary. Witnefs the 
names of the Moguls, or Mongols, that of Tatars, and many others. 

When Ilbars Soltan was invited by the inhabitants of Urjenz to come and take pof- 
feilion of Karazm 9 , the Uzbeks poffeffed all the country of Kipjak eaftward to the 
river Irtilh, and fouthwards as far as the river Sir ; befides Great Bukharia, which they 
had newly fubdued under the conduft of Shahbakht Soltan : this prince had alfo 
taken Urjenz, the capital of K^azm. However, only a fmall number of Uzbeks had 
fettled in the country* till Ilbars brought the reft of them out of Kipjak. 

The body of Uzbek Tatars, in Karazm and Great Bukharia, is compofed out of 
the four tribes of the Vigurs, Naymans, Durmans, and Kunkurats. On this occafion, the 
Englifh tranflator obferves, that the two firft were of the four, given to Sheybani Khan, 
fon of Juji Khan, as related by Abu’lghazi Khan ; and, that if all the inhabitants of 
Kipjak took the name of Uzbeks from Uzbek Khan, it is ftrange none but thofe four 
tribes fhould retain it. Nor is there any accounting why the Tatars of Krim are not 
called Uzbeks, but by fuppofing either that the name extended only to thofe four 
tribes, or, that the reit of the Tatars changed it, according to their cuftom before- 
mentioned. 

The Sarts and Turkmans live by their cattle and hufbandry : but the Uzbeks, for the 
molt part, by rapine ; refembling, in all refpe&s, thofe of Great Bukharia, excepting 
that they are far lefs polite, and more reftlefs. They dwell in winter in the towns and vil- 
lages which are towards the middle of Karazm; and in fummer, the greater part of them 
encamp about the river Amfi, and in other places where they can find good paftures for 
their cattle; waiting fome favourable opportunity to rob and deftroy. They are perpetually 
making incurfions upon the neighbouring territories of Perfia, or Great Bukharia ; and 
neither peace nor truce can reftrain them, in regard the Haves- and plunder, which they 
carry off on thofe occafions, are all their riches. 

’ P. *36- * P. 236, and 239, 3 238. 4 P- 238. 5 P. 256* * p. 238. 

.1 Purchas, Pilgr. »ol. iii. p. 237. Hiftory of the Tmks, a* before, p. 197. » See 

Abulghazi Khan * Hiftory of the Turks, &c. p. 226. 
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Though one finds excellent pafture in divers part of the country, towards the banks 
of the Khefel ; yet the Uzbeks rarely move thither with their cattle in fummer, becaule 
there is nothing to plunder on that fide: The Kara Kalpaks, who are their northern 
•neighbours being as dextrous in the bufinefs as thcmfelves ; and that what they can 
fteal from one another is not worth the trouble of going for : befides, the Mohan medan 
Tatars do not invade one another, unlefs at open war together. As for the Galmuks 
(or Eluths) who border on Karazm, to the north-eaft, they ufually remove towards 
•the beginning of fummer from the borders of the Mohammedan Tatars, that they may 
not be expoied to their incurfions ; and do not return till winter, when the rains and 
•fnow have rendered the roads impaffable on that fide. 

Wherefore, none but the Saris and Turkmans reap the benefit of the paftures. The 
former leek thole which lie eaftward, towards Great Bukharia ; and the Turkmans go 
in quell of them w hich lie towards the mouth of the Amu, and the Ihore of the Caf- 
pian Sea : but the Uzbeks often incamp about the fides of that river; where they are 
at hand to throw thcmfelves into the Perfian provinces on the firft occafion which 
offers, and carry off wherewithal to make good cheer in winter. Although the Uzbeks 
■have fixed habitations, yet, in travelling from one place to another, they carry with 
them all their effects of value, like the Eluths and Mongols, according to the way of 
living of their anceftors, before they had fettled dwellings. 

There is a piece of money called Tanga ', current both in Karazm and Great Buk- 
haria. It is large, and, the author believes, the only filver money coined by the Khans 
of thefe province!!. This coin, which is pretty fine, and worth near the fourth part of 
a crown, is round ; having on one fide the name of the Khan, and on the other that 
of the country, with the year of the Hejrah. The reft of the money made in this coun- 
try, confifts in final 1 pieces of copper of different forts, which anfwer to our pence, 
halfpence, and farthings. The money of Perfia paffes alfo in thefe provinces, efpecially 
towards the borders of Karazm *. Jenkinfon fays, thefe people have not the ufe of 
gold, filver, or any other coin : but barter their cattle for neceffaries : perhaps he fpeaks 
of the Turkmans only. 

The fame author obferves, that the inhabitants living between the Cafpian Sea and 
Urjenz (including, without doubt, the Uzbeks as well as Turkmans) have abundance 
of camels, horfes, and Iheep, both tame and wild. Their fheep are very large, with 
great tails, weighing fixty or eighty pounds. There are many wild horfes, which the 
Tatars frequently kill with their hawks. Thefe birds are lured to feize upon the head 
or neck of the beaft ; which being tired at length, with endeavouring to get rid of 
this cruel enemy, the hunter, who follows his game, then comes up and kills him. 
In all this land there groweth no grafs, but a certain brufli, or heath, which yet is very 
fattening. 

They have no bread : they neither till nor fow. They are great devourers of flefii, 
which they cut in finall pieces, and eat it greedily by handfuls, efpecially horfe-flefli. 
Their chief drink is four mare’s milk, like that of the Nagays ; with which they will 
Be drunk. They have no rivers nor places of water in this country, from Manguflave, 
where the author landed, to the bay, where he arrived, twenty ftages diftant, except 
fbme wells of brackifh water, more than two days’ journey afunder. They eat their 
meat upon the ground, fitting with their legs double under them ; which is their pofture 
alfo when they pray. 

The Tatars never ride without their bow, arrows, and fword ; although it be in hawk- 
ing or "any other pleafure. They have no arts or fcie*ces among them, but live an idle life; 
fitting round in great companies in the fields, and palling their lime in idle difeourfe J . 

' Abu’lgliazi mentions it, p. 234. ’ Hiftory of the Turks, &c. p. 428, et fcq. 1 l’urcha* 

Pil 6 r. p. *37. 
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SECT. IV. THE GOVERNMENT AND REVOLUTIONS OF KARAZM. 

The Khan* s Authority.-— Power of the Princes. — Factions in the State;— -its Forces » 

Antiquity of Karazm ; — conquered by the Arabs , and Seljuk Turks y Karazmian Em- 
pire ; — Conqueji by Jengbiz Khan ; — by the Uzbeks. 

THIS country is ufually divided among divers princes of the fame houfe, of whom, 
notwithftanding, only one bears the title of Khan, with a kind of fuperiority over 
the others, juft as he has (kill to improve it. Ilis r elide, ice is in the city of Urjenz, 
though during the fummer he commonly encamps on the banks of the river Amti ; and 
as his camp is called Khiva, his fubjetts are commonly termed the Tatars of Khiva 
This Khan is fovereign in his own dominions, and does not, in any wife, depend upon 
him of Great Bukharia, or any other power ? . 

Jenkinfon obferves, that when he was in this country 3 , in 1558, it was in the hands 
of fix brothers, one of whom, called Azim 4 , had the title of Khan; but adds, that 
he was little obeyed, except in his own territory, and where he dwelt 5 : for that each 
would be king of his own portion, and one brother fought continually to deftroy another, 
having no natural love among them, as being born of different women, and commonly 
the children of Haves. Every Khan and Soltan hath at lead four or five wives, befidcs 
concubines. When thefe brethren are at war together (as they are feldom otherwife) 
the vanquifhed, in cafe he be not flain, flies to the defart with his followers, and there 
lives by robbing the karawans, and all they meet with, till he is ftrong enough to invade 
fome of his brothers again ®. 

Nor is it very difficult to bring this about ; for Bcntinck takes notice, that as the 
Turkmans, who were the firft occupants, are always in oppofition to the Uzbeks, the 
princes of the reigning houfe know how to make ufe of this jealoufy, and draw to their 
fide the faction which thinks itfelf neglected by the Khan ; and it is to this extreme 
facility of making a party, that thofe troubles, which continually diftraS Karazm, are 
chiefly owing. 

This ftate can, with eafe, fet on foot forty or fifty thoufand good horfe. What 
Abu’lghazi Khan reports of his infantry, and mufketeers 7 , Ihews, that he had pro- 
fited by his imprifonment in Perfia ; for before his time, that way of fighting was quite 
unknown to the Uzbeks : nor do they feem to have retained that ufage, fince at 
prefent they go to war only on horfeback, like the other Tatars, and it is very rare to 
fee fire-arms with them “. 

We meet with no connected account of the kings of Karazm, before the time of the 
Uzbeks, whofe hiftory is given at large by Abu’lghazi Khan. But the Englilh tranf- 
lator has, in fome meafure, fupplied the defect, by the following general fketch. In 
the days of Herodotus (according to our author) it was fubjeft to Perfia, being one of 
the provinces over which Darius placed Satrapas ; but nothing material concerning it 
occurs, till it was poffefled by the Arabs in the year 680 % and for a long time after, 
farther than that it had a governor, like the reft of the countries conquered by them : 
yet it is likely upon the declenfion of the power of the Khalifas, when the governors 

c 

« 

' That is by the Ruffians, as before obferved, p. 478. b. 3 Hiftory of the Turks, &c. p. 423, et 
feq- , * He no where name* it. 4 In Abu’lghazi's Hiftory, Hadfirn, or Hajim* , 3 He 

dwelt then at Selliznre, two or three ftages weft of Urjenz, of which laft All Soltan was King, as he 
calls him. 6 Purch, Pligr. p. 237. 0 7 P. 357, of his Hiftory. * Hiftory of the Turks, 

a* before, p. 431. 9 Of the Hejrah, 61. 
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feized the provinces under their care, that Karazin afted like the reft, and was as early 
as any of them in letting up for itfelf ; though in the hiftories hitherto come to our 
knowledge, we meet with no king of that country before Mamun-ibn Mohammed, who 
reigned fome time after the year 995 1 : for a little while before that, we find 1 Abu 
Abdalla governor of it ; but it does not appear for whom. At length it fell under 
the dominion of Soltan Mahmud Gazni, King of Khorafan, who, after the death of 
Mamun-ibn Mamun, in 1016 ! , took that kingdom from the uiurper, and made it a 
province of his empire 4 . 

Karazm continued in this ftate under the families of Gazni and Seljuk, fuccelfively, 
till upon the death of Malek Shah, otherwife called Jalal’addin, third Soltan of the 
Seljuk Turks, in 1092 5 : Kothbaddin 6 , then governor, taking advantage of the broils 
which enfued upon the death of that great monarch, aflumed the title of king 7 : but 
that title was better eftablilhed by his Ion and lucceffor Mohammed, furnamed Atfiz s ; 
though not without great oppolilion from Soltan Sanjar, fon of Malek Shah, who 
often reduced him to a dependency. But it was Takalli, the fixth Soltan of this 
dynafty, who firmly eftablilhed the empire of the Karazmians, by the fall of that of the 
Turks; which he put an end to in Perfia, by the death of Togrul Arflan, in 1193, or 
1196''; and added the dominions of that unfortunate prince to his own. His fon, 
Kothb addm Mohammed, extended the empire yet farther by the conqueft of all 
Perfia and Mawara’lnahr ; and was the greateft prince in Afia at the time that 
Jenghiz Khan invaded him in 1218 ' and deprived him of his dominions. 

As Jagatay Khan had but part of Karazm in his fliare of his father’s dominions ", 
it looks as if the whole country had not been fubdued, or at leaft, that part of it revolted, 
and became independent. Be that as it will, it is very probable, that on the declenfion 
of the power of the Khans of Jagatay *% upon the death of Ghazan Khan, in 1348 l3 y 
if not before, Karazm either fet up a king of its own, or fell a prey to fome other 
power 14 : for, in the time of Timur-begh, we find it pofiefled by Huflayn Soft, fon of 
Yanghaday, of the hord of Kongorat one of the four Uzbek tribes which poffefs 
Karazm and Great Bukharia. What is ftill more remarkable, it is called a great em- 
pire and continued in that family till conquered by Timur, in 1379, and 1388 ’ 7 ; 
when he razed the capital to the ground, and fowed it with barley, as before related : 
but, three years after, he reftored both the city and kingdom to the condition it had. 
been in before. 

Karazm continued afterwards under the defeendants of Timur-begh, in Mawara’lnahr 
and Khorafan, on which it was then dependent, till the famous Shahbakht Soltan fub- 
duing thofe two provinces, with his Uzbeks, about the year 1498 it fell of courfe 
into the hands of that conqueror. Soon after, Shahbakht being defeated and flain by 
Shah Ifmael Soft, in 1510 % Karazm came once more under the dominion of Perfia. 
But, about two years after, the inhabitants revolting againft the governors, fent for Ilbars 
Soltan, who, coming with his Uzbeks (out of Turkeftan) was proclaimed Khan, 

1 Of the Hejrah 385. 1 Texeira, p. 260. 1 Hcjrah 407. 4 Abu’lfaraj Hift. Dynaft. 

and D’Herbelot, p. 534. 4 Hejrah 489. 6 W ho had fucceeded his father 


Hiftory of the Turks, &c. p. - j— -- 

M Hejrah 749. 14 Hiftory of Timur-begh, p. 147. 11 Or, Kunkurat ; in the-original, Gon- 

kegrat. .See De la Croix's Hiftory of Timur-begh, p. 147. “ Hiftory of Timur-begh, p. 148. 

* 7 Hejrah 781, and 790. 11 Hejrah 904. ’* Hejrah 9 1 6. 
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in 1512 at Wazir 5 ; and his descendants have continued ever fince in poffefiion of 
the country J . 

SECT. V. THE HISTORY OF THE UZBEK KHANS OF KARAZM. 

Abu'lghdzi Khan's Hijlory : — its Defcfls, and Advantages : — life to Geography. 

Introduction. — The following account of the Uzbek Khans of Karazin is ex- 
traded from the hiftory of Abu’lghazi Khan, of the fame country. It makes the ninth 
part of his hiftory 4 , which t is nearly equal to all the reft of his work ; and as it is the 
moft copious, fo it is the moft complete part of the whole. One would be apt to 
think, fays the Englifh tranflator, that no part of the Tatar hiftory ftiould be unknown 
•to a Tatar prince, who profeffes to write the hiftory of them : and yet it is plain, he 
was but little acquainted with the Khans, the immediate fucceffors of Jenghiz Khan, 
in the empire of the Moguls, who reigned in Great Tatary, breaking off with Koplai 
Khan, the fourth emperor : he breaks off as abruptly with Amir Timur (or Tamerlan), 
without informing us who were his fucceffors in Ma-wara’lnahr, till it was conquered 
by Shahbakht Soltan, above fourfeore years after. 

Of all the Khans who had reigned in Kaftigar of the race of Jenghiz Khan, he men- 
tions none but Togalak Timur Khan, and his foil Kezra Khoja Khan, who fucceeded 
Amir Timur : but as for thofe who came after Kezra Khoja Khan, he only obferves, that 
they were of his pofterity : nay, he confeffes himfelf ignorant of the fucceffors of Haji 
Gheray, Khan of Kipjak (who died about 1475) farther than that the Khans of Kritn 
are fprung from one of his fons ; although the Khans of Karazm, and Great Bukharia, 
are collateral branches of the fame family, being all defeended from Juji Khan, fon of 
Jenghiz Khan. One might have expetted this author would have carried back the 
hiftory of his country into its flourifliing times, and given an account of the empire of 
■the Karazmians, which continued for about one hundred and thirty-eight years, under 
feven, fome fay nine monarchs, and was not inferior to that of the Moguls for ex- 
tent, when Jenghiz Khan invaded Soltan Mohammed. 

There is alfo, in this hiftory, an omiflion of feveral other fucceflions, particularly 
s thofe of Turkiftan, the Kalmuks (or Eluths) and the Mongols ; befides, the dates of 
reigns are very rarely mentioned : but thefe defeats are recompenced by a recital of a 
great many particulars, which are to be met with no where elfe ; for, befides a circum- 
-ftantial hiftory of the Uzbeks, his anceftors, who have reigned over Karazm fince Shah 
Bakht Soltan conquered it, we have intermixed with it, in a good meafure, that of 
Ma-wara’lnahr alfo, on occafion of the almoft continual wars between thefe two neigh- 
bouring ftates : by means of which we are able to re£tify feveral miftakes in the hiftory 
of the Uzbek Khans, who have reigned in that country, taken from the Perfian hifto- 
rians % and to bring them down to the time of our author. To this may be added 
feveral particulars, occafionally mentioned, relating to the form of government, manner 
of fighting, and other cuftoms among the Tatars. 

With regard to the geography of Karazm, to which before we were almoft entirely 
Grangers, there is. not a town, or fcarce any place of note in that country, but what is 

* Rejrah 918; but in the original it W911, which mull be a mistake. a See Hiftory of the 
Turks* &c p. 226. 3 The fame, p. 420, et feq. 4 See Green, p. 407. notep. • 5 By 

Teixeira, De la Croix,D’Herbelot, and fome otheri. 
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mentioned upon occafion of fome warlike aftion or other, or of the frequent partitions 
that have been made of them. We knew not, before this author difcovered it to us, 
that the river Amu divides itfelf into two branches in the country of Karazm ; and that 
one of them having quitted its ancient courfe to the Cafpian Sea, turns northward, and 
throws itfelf into the lake of Aral. As in the fecond part there is a large account of 
the Turkilh hords, fo the ninth contains many notitia relating to the Turkman tribes 
The reader will find, by this critique on our author, that when we have laid before him 
the following fummary of the Uzbek Khans of Karazm, we fhall have given him an 
abftraft of the moft valuable parts of his genealogical hiftory of the Turks, or (as it is 
called by his tranflators) of the Tatars. 


i. The Khans of Kipjak ^ and Origin of the Uzbeks. 

Zuzi Khan. — • Batu Khan. — Bi/rga Khan. — Mengu Timur Khan. — TuJa Mengd Khan. — • 
Uzbek Khan. — Janibek Khan. — Birdibek Khan. — Ur its Khan. — Toktamijb Khan. — Kaverchik 
Khan. — Haji Garay Khan. 


TO deduce the hiftory of the Uzbek Khans of Karazm with greater diftin&nefs, it 
will be neceflary to afeend as high as Zuzi, or Juji 2 Khan, eldeft fon of Jenghiz 
Khan, who, as it hath been already obferved, fettled in Kipjak, and died before his 
father s . On the news of this accident, Jenghiz Khan fent his own brother to create 
Batu, Khan of that country, in his father Zuzi’s ftead. Soon after the conqueror hini- 
felf dying, Batu (or Batu Saghin Khan, as our author names him) having left Togay 
Timur, nis youngeft brother, regent, went with the other five to Karakoram 4 , to 
affift in the election of Ugaday, or Oktay Khan, whom they afterwards followed in his 
expedition againft Kitay. Ugaday, pleafed with the bravery of Batu, at his return gave 
him a numerous army to fubdue the Urus’s, Cherkas, and Bulgars 5 ; which having 
done, and filled the weft with the fame of his great exploits, he returned to Kok-orda, 
the capital of Daiht Kipjak 6 , where he died fome time after. 

His brother Burga, who fucceeded by the choice of his fubjefts (and reigned with 
much glory, dreaded by his neighbours) going fome time after to vifit Koplay Khan, 
whofe confent he had obtained 7 , he was fo touched with the difeourfe of fome Buk- 
harian merchants whom he met on the road, that at his return he ordered his fubje&s 
to embrace Mohammedifm, having brought over his brother Togay Timur on the way: 
but he died before he could accomplilh his defign, after a reign of twenty-five years. 

He was fucceeded by his brother Mengu Timur, a prince of much courage and con- 
duct This Khan gave a branch of the tribe of Akorda to Bahadur Khan, fon of his 
brother Sheybani Khan ; and to Oran Khan, fon of Togay Timur, the cities of Kaffa 
and Krim. After this, marching againft the Bulgars, in two years he made confiderable 
conquefts on that fide. Then turning towards Iran 8 , Abka v Khan, who reigned 
there, came to an amicable agreement with him, which continued during his life. After 
his death Ahmed, fon of Hulaku Khan, who had embraced Mohammedifm, having ob- 

* Hiftory of the Turks, &c. pref. p. 12, etfeq. 3 Written alfo Chuchi and Tulhi. 3 See 

Green, p. 428. a ; and 444. b. 4 In the original, Karakum. 5 Ruffians, Chirkaffiam, and 

Bulgarians, which lalt dwelt on the eaft fide of the Wolga, about Samara. 6 Or, the plain oT Kip- 

jak, this being a level country, like one extended large plain. It is called alfo Kipchak, or Kapchdk. 
7 Koplay Treigned at Karakoram, and though the empire of Jenghiz Khan was divided into three or four 
parts, their Khans depended on him as the grand Khan, or Khaan, as fome ftyle him. * Or, Periia 

at large. * Or, Abaka, as others fpell the name. 
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tained the crown of Irin, Argfin, fon of Abka, flew him, and afcended the throne. At 
this news Mengu Timur Khan fent an army of eighty thoufand men towards the fron- 
tiers of that country ; but being met by Argun with all his forces, it was defeated at 
Karabagh ; which fo afflidted Mengu Timur, that foon after he died *. 

His fucceffor was Tuda Mengu, fon of Batu Saghin Khan. As this prince overloaded 
his fubjeits with taxes, Toktagu, fon of Mengu Timur Khan, thought it his duty to 
reprefent to him the injuftice of fuch condudt : but Tuda Mengu took it fo ill, that the 
other was obliged to leave the country. However, returning not long after with a 
powerful army, Tuda Mengu loft both the battle and his life. Hereupon Toktagu got 
himfelf acknowledged Khan of the Kipjaks. He reigned fix years with great applaufe, 
and conquered many neighbouring cities : but dying in the midft of his victories, he 
was buried at Sharifarayzik, purfuant to his laft directions. 

He was fucceeded by his fon Uzbek Khan ; who, though but thirteen years old, 
reigned with great prudence. He introduced the Mohammedan worfhip throughout 
his dominions : and this it was gave rife to the name of Uzbeks, which his fubjedts took 
from him. He tried his fortune twice againft Abufayed Khan of Iran to no purpofe, 
and died at his return from the fecond expedition. 

His fon Janibek % who was a good prince, fixed his court at Sharifarayzik. Malek 
Afhraf, fon of Timur Tafh, who had ufurped the throne of Adhirbijan, in Pcrfia, 
reigning tyrannically, a prieft, who had fled with others into Kipjak, wrought fo upon 
Janibek, by a minatory fermon, that the Khan, inftantly afl'embling all his forces, 
marched againft Afhraf ; who being overthrown and killed, his treafure, amounting, in 
gold and jewels only, to four hundred camel-loads, were divided among the Uzbeks. 
He died foon after his return, in 1356 \ having reigned feven years. 

Birdibek, his fon, who had been left to govern the Perfian provinces, repairing to 
Kipjak, two years after, was received as Khan, purfuant to his father’s defire. This 
prince giving himfelf up to tyranny and a bruiifh life, put to death all his relations, for 
fear any of them fhould attempt to dethrone him : fo that dying in 1360 \ the effect 
of his debaucheries, there was none left of Mengu Timur’s pofterity to fucceed him. 

Hereupon, Urus Khan, the fourth in defeent from Togay Timur before mentioned, 
feized-the throne, and reigned peaceably for fome years ; till, at length, Toktamiih s , 
another defeendant of Toga, in the fame degree, attempted to difpofTefs him ; but 
being beaten, fled to Amur Timur, who reigned at Samarkant in Mawara’lnahr. 
Urus Khan followed him at a great rate; of which Idighi Mangap 1 * * * * 6 giving Timur 
notice, he fent Toktamifh with a numerous army ; who gaining the battle, in which the 
Khan had loft his life, he found no difficulty of obtaining his ends in 1375 7 . Yet, 
after this, taking the opportunity when Amur Timur was with all his forces invading 
Iran, he entered Mawara’lnahr, and, having reduced Samarkant, caufed many of the 
inhabitants to be flain. On the news of Timur’s approach he retreated ; but was fo 
hotly purfued by the other, that he was overtaken on the banks of the Atel ^or Wolga) 
and his army defeated in fpite of his refolution s and conduit. 

Toktamifh left eight fons ; but Kaverchick, fon of Uras Khan, feized the throne. 
His fon Barak fucceeded him. After whom, Makhmat, defeended from Togoy Timur, 
by his fon Awaz Timur, got poffeffion ; but he dying, Abufayd, furnamed Janibek Khan, 

1 Hiftory of the Turks, &c. p. 193, et feq. 1 In the tranflations, Dfanibek. * Hejrah 758. 

4 Hejrah 762. s Or, Tokatmilh, as in the Hiftory of Timur Bek 6 He is called Aycleku 

(or Idiku) in the hiftory of Timur Bek, vol. i. p. 182. 7 Hejrah 777. * This Khan beat the 

, and took from the Czar Demetrius Ivanowitz, the towns of Mofcow, and Wolo- 

dimer, in 1382. 
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fon of Barak Khan, enjoyed the fceptrc. He left nine fons ; from the fifth of whom, 
named Janiih Soltan, the Uzbeks fay, the Khans of Turkeftan are defcended His 
fucceflor was Ghiat had'd in fon of Timurtafh, fon of Makhmat Khan ; and after 
him reigned his fon Haji Garay, who had eight fons, viz. Dawlatyar, Nur Dawlat 
Khan, Hayder Khan, Kutluk Samman, Kildifh, Mengli Garay Khan, Yamgurzi, and 
Awaz Timur. Thefe, at their father’s death, divided his dominions ; but did not enjoy 
them long, for the Ruffians feized all the country of Kipjek in 1553 1 : from which 
time we hear no more of the defendants of Haji Garay, farther than that the 
Khans of Krim are fprung from him 3 . 


2. Hi/lory of the Uzbeks , till their Settlement in Karazm. 

Batu Safin Khan ; — his Conquefs in Europe. — Skeybani Khan. — Abu Ip ay ir Khan Arabjhah 

TTadigar Khan. 

ZUSI Khan 4 (eldeft fon of Jenghiz Khan, who fettled in Kipjak during his father’s 
life) had formed the defign of making war upon the Cherkas J , Balhirs % Urus’s 7 , 
and other bordering nations ; and for that end had caufed a prodigious quantity of pro- 
vifions to be gotten ready : but death preventing him, Jenghiz Khan refolved, that 
Batu, fon of Zuzi, called by our author Batu Saghin Khan, fhould profecute the affair ; 
and the conqueror’s death having alfo obftru&ed it, Ugada (or Okta) after his return 
from his expedition into Kitay, fent Batu 8 into thofe parts with a numerous army j who 
having taken many cities from the Urus’s, at length fat down before Mofkow, near 
which the Urus’s, with their allies, the Nemetzs % had intrenched themfelves. 

Batu having triedjn vain, for three months, to force them, his brother Shcybani 
procured of him a reinforcement of fix thoufand men ; then caufing all his troops to 
alight, at day-break attacked the enemy behind, while Batu charged them in front with 
fuch bravery that they fled, after lofing feventy thoufand of their beft foldiers. This 
great victory rendered the conqueft of feveral other cities and provinces eafy. After 
his return, loaded with riches and glory, Orda, furnamed Itzen, eldeft fon of Zuzi, to 
reward Sheybani’s good fervices, made him tt prefen t of fifteen thoufand families : Batu 
did the like, and gave him all the places conquered from the Ruffians aid their allies ; 
with as many people out of the tribes of the Kuris, Naymans, Karliks, and Vigfirs, as 
were neceffary for the guard of thofe towns, and fupport of his court : but on con- 
dition that, fettling in the country, between his dominons and the lands of Orda-Itzen, 
he fhould pafs the fummer about the mountains of Aral, and the river Jaik ; and the 
winter more tothefouth, about Karakum *°, Arakum, and the rivers Sir and Sara Su. 
Accordingly he fent one of his fons to take poffeffion of the Ruffian and Nemetzian cities, 
where he and his descendants dwelt ; but, becaufe of the diftance, the author could not 
tell where they were fituated. 

Sheybani, who left twelve fons, was fucceeded by Bahadur hisfreondj and Bahadur 
Khan by Badakul, the eldeft of his four. After Badakul Khan, his only fon Mengu 
Timur (for his wit and courage called Kutluk Mengu Timfir,) afeended the throne. 

* la the ttanflations, Giafudin. a Hcjrah 961. 3 Hiftory of the Turks, as before, p. 197, 

etfeq. 4 Called alfo Juji, and Chuchi. ' Chirkafliuns. 6 Bafhkirs, a tribe of Turks, 

or Tatars, called Palkatir by Rubruquis, dwelling in the north part of thfe kingdom of Aftrakan. 

7 Ruffians.* 8 Batu, K&an of Kipjak, had accompanied Oktay in that expedition, with five of his 
brothers. 9 By Nemetzs, are to be undcrllood the Germans. The Arabs call Germans, Nemfiah. 
* 9 Or, Black Land ; fome defart toward Kipjak. 
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He had fix fons, frorif the laft of whom, Bekkondi, was defcended Kujum Khan’, 
who, after forty years’ reign in the country of Turan % becoming blind of age, was 
driven out by the Ruffians. in 1594 % and retired to the Mankats 4 . Mengu Timftr 
dying, Fulad, his third fon, fucceeded. After whofe death, ,his fons Dawlat Sheikh 
Oglan, and Arablhah, divided the dominions ; dwelling in fummer towards the river 
Ja v k, and in winter about the Sir. 

Dawlat Shcykh had a fon named Abu’lgayir, who made himfelf formidable to all 
his neighbours. He had eleven fons. Shabadakh Soltan, the eldeft, had two : the 
elder, called Mahamet 5 , furnamed Shah-bakht ; the other Mahamet Soltan, whofe 
fon, Oheyd Khan, reigned in great Bukharia. The fecond fon of Abu’lgayir was Khoja 
Mahamet ; but being exceeding foolilh, the Uzbeks called him Khoja Amtintak. 
Ilis fon Janibek was as foolilh as his father, and Ifkander Khan, Janibek’s fon, was no lei's 
filly than his father and grandfather ; but he was very devout, and loved hunting and 
hawking. His fon was Abdalla Khan, whofe fon Abdalmumin Khan was the lad of 
that branch of Sheybani Khan ; of which two Princes, who were men of parts, men- 
tion will be made hereafter. 

Arab Shah, fon of Fulad, was fucceeded by his fon Haji Taulay, and had his fon 
Timfir Sheykh for his fucceffor. Timur Sheykn Khan was a Prince of great hopes, but 
reigned not long, having been killed in a rencounter with two thoufand Kalmuks ®. 
Dying young, and without ilfue, all his fubje&s retired to other Princes, except the 
Vigors ; who at length coming alfo to take their leave of the Khan’s widow, Ihe informed 
them that fhe was three months gone with child. Hereupon they refolved to day till her 
delivery ; when being brought to bed of a fon, called Yadigar, they fent word to the 
Naymans, who returned to their obedience, having hovered about in the interim to wait 
the event ; and ever fince the Vigors have complimented the^pwith the left-hand, 
which is the mod honourable pod 7 . 

Yadigar Khan had four fons. The fird, named Burga Soltan, was a Prince of much 
courage. His bread was formed of one fingle bone. He lived in the time of Abu’l- 
gayir Khan, above-mentioned, who yet was much older. Abufayd Mirza, defcended 
from Amir Timur, who then reigned in l^awara ’lnahr, after flaying Abdalatif Mirza, 
over-ran the whole country, and forced his fon Mirza Mahamet Zuki to fly for refuge 
to Abu’lgayir^, whofe wife was Zuki’s aunt. Some time after, news being brought 
that Abufayd had marched, with all his forces, towards Khoralan, and from thence to 
Mazanderan ; Abu’lgayir fent thirty thoufand men, under Burga Soltan, with Mirza 
Mahamet Zuki, towards Talhkant (or al Shafh), which furrendered without oppofition. 
Proceeding to Shah Rflkhiya (or Fenakant) it was foon taken. They then palled the 
Sir, and turned towards Samarkant, whofe governor Amir Mafiet, advancing to meet 
them, was entirely defeated. After this they took all the towns of the countries of 
Kuzin, Karmina 0 , and Mawara ’lnahr 

Abufayd Mirza, who on the firfl: news turned back, being arrived at Balkh, Burga 
Soltan was for*prev<gging his paflage of the Atnfi : but Zuki, contrary to his advice, 
repafled the Sir, and got into Shah Rukhya, which after four months’ fiege, furren- 
dcred to Abufayd in 1455 ”• Some time after, Mufabi, who lived in the dominions 

• 

In the tranflation, Kutzium Khan. a Rather Tura in Siberia. 3 Hej rah 1003. 4 Or, 

Kara kalpaks. 5 The fame as Mohammed, but much ufed in that form in Perlia. 6 It is this 

nickname which the Uzbeks have given the Eluths, who in return call theflpHafiak'ptirftk. . 7 Hif-- 

tory of the Turks, &c. p.2o$, et feq. * This happened about 1449. 9 Places in Great Buk~ 

hnri*j, towards Karazin. 10 It is Arabic, and fignifies Tra.ifoxana, or, literally, the country beyond 

the river, meaning the JiUun, now Amu, and is veftraiued commonly to Grelit Bukharia. 11 Hejrah 860. 
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wf Yadigar Khan, having been defeated by Khojalh Mirza, andflfer lord, fled to Burga 
Soltan for fuccour. Burga having firft gotten his father to be proclaimed Khan, took 
the field with his troops ; and though they fufFered greatly, it being the depth of winter, 
he would not turn back till he had met with his friend’s enemy, whom he defeated 
and killed. 

Meanwhile Abu’lgayir Khan was become fo formidable to all the neighbouring Princes, 
that uniting their forcesyKhey declared war againft him ; and having defeated his 
troops, put him to death, with fuch of his children as fell into their hands. On this 
occafion Burga Soltan, defirous to fifh in troubled water, appropriated to himfelf fome 
lands and fubje&s belonging to Abu’lgayir Khan, notvvithftanding the great fricndlhip 
which had always fublilted between them ; and that action coft him his life : for fome 
years after Shah Bakht Soltan, returning to the dominions of his grandfather Abu’l- 
gayir, all the ancient fubje&s of that Prince came and fubinitted to him. He, for a long 
time, difleritbled his relcntment, waiting for an opportunity of revenge. 

At length, in 1481 Burga Soltan having fixed his winter-quarters near his own, 
on the river Sir, Shah Bakht ordered a number of his people to attend him, under pre- 
tence of a hunting-match next day : but fetting forward at midnight, he of a hidden 
turned towards Burga Soltan’s camp, telling his foldiers that he was going to attack that 
Prince, and forbidding them to plunder till they had fecured his perfon. Arriving 
thither at day-break, he prefled diredtly forward to his tents : but Burga, on hearing 
the noife, jumped out of bed, and wrapping himfelf in a robe of fable, palled out of one 
fide of the tent as the foldiers entered the other. In this condition he fled to a pond at 
fome diftance, and hid himfelf in the reeds, but had wounded his foot in the way. 
His purfuers having met with a Vigur of diftindtion, called Munga, he told them, that 
he was the perfon they looked for ; and being alked by Shah Bakht, who eafily per- 
ceived the deceit, his reafons for fo adting, replied, “ He had fo many obligations to 
Burga Soltan, that he thought it his duty to rifle any thing to deliver him out of danger ; 
and judged that his perfonating him would create a delay that might fecure his efcape.” 

This anfwer exceedingly pleafed Shah Bakht, and gave him a high idea of that man’s 
virtue : however, he fent again to fearch after Burga Soltan ; and, as it had fnowed 
that night, the foldiers happened to difeover the prints of bare feet, and following 
the tradt, found at length drops of blood, which brought them to the place where he 
lay concealed. Shah Bakht caufed him to be put to death immediately, and feized all 
his fubjedfe *. 

SECT. YL — THE UZBEK KHANS OF KARAZM ; WITH THE SEVERAL REVOLU- 
TIONS IN THAT STATE. 

i. The Khans from I/bars to Avanajh Khan . 

Shahbahht’s Conqufs. — Revolution in Karazm .— llbars tleBed Khan.— The Country fubdued. — 
Soltan Haji Khan.— Hajfon Kuli Khan.— Divifon of Karaztn . — The Turkmans fubmit. — Buz~ 
zuga Khan’s Alliance with Shah Tamajb. — Avanafs Khan. — Din Mohamet Soltan hills Mahamet 
Ghdzi . — Alt Soltan fain . — Burga Soltan’s Pofierity forced out of Karazm : — rtforedby Obeyed 
Khan. — Din Mahamet Soltan takes Kaydk : — attacks and defeats Obeyd Khan’s Army. — An 
Uzbek Champion : — their Primes refored. 

BURGA SOLTAN left two fons, llbars and Bilbars, fumamed Bilikatz, becaufe 
he becatne lame in his feet by a fit of ficknels when young. Thefe two brothers were 

' Hejrah SS6. 1 Hiftory of the Turks, Stc. p. 212, et feq^. 

X * 2 


very 



ACCOUNTS or INDEPENDENT TATARY. 


340 

very brave, and livedMbn lands belonging to their father's dominions as private men 
Meantime Shahbakht ‘ Soltan, having grown powerful by a long train of victories over 
all the neighbouring Princes, fubdued Mawara’lnahr, driving out the defcendants of 
Amir Timur 2 . Some years after Soltan Hoffeyn Mirza, another of his pofterity, who 
reigned in Khorafan, dying, Shahbakht entered his dominions 3 with a powerful army ; 
and having conquered the greater part of it, put all his numerous family to death ex- 
cepting two or three. Then he marched into Karazin, which depended on Khorafan ; 
and taking Urjenz, fixed a governor there. 

Five or fix years after this fecond revolution 4 , Shah Ifmael of Perfia having entered 
thofe provinces with a numerous army, Shahbakht Soltan met him near the city of 
Maru ; but loft the battle, with his life s . Hereupon the governor of Urjenz flying, 
the Shah fent a governor to Khayuk and Hazaraib, and two others to Urjenz and 
Wazir. The governor of this laft city, on his arrival, gave the principal inhabitants a 
fumptuous feaft, and made them prefents. Omar the Kadi % who abfented himfelf, 
pretending to be indifpofed, fent for fome of them next day, and reprefented, that 
their religion was in danger from this governor, Shah Ifmael having changed the faith 1 
thirteen years before. The citizens, alarmed at the thoughts of innovations, went, 
two years after, to a perfon noted for piety, in the province of Bakirgan, propofing to 
make him Khan, and cut the throats of the Perfian garrifon. But he rejected the offer, 
and advifed them to elect; Ilbars, fon of Burga Soltan, whom he recommended for his 
good qualities j having often feen him in his annual joumies into the country of the 
Uzbeks ", where he went to beg. 

The burghers taking the holy man’s advice, difpatched two of their number to Ilbars 
with a letter, inviting him to repair to Wazir. Ilbars fet out immediately with the 
deputies, and flopped near that city j while the confpirators, who were the principal 
lords, caufing the inhabitants to take up arms, cut the throats of the governor and all 
his men. Next day they fet out to meet Ilbars, who being joyfully received both by 
the Sarts and Uzbeks, was proclaimed Khan in the year 1 505 % which is that called 
Koy IO , or the fheep. Wazir had then depending on it, of all its towns, only Tarfak 
and Yanghi-fliahr j which laft was given to Bilbars Soltan “. 

Three months after, Ilbars Khan advancing to Urjenz, defeated the governor’s army ; 
and entering the city, put all the Perfians, with the principal inhabitants, who had 
aflifted them, to the fword : but finding he had not men enough to fecure his con- 
quefts, molt of the Uzbeks being fubjeft to his uncles, he invited the fons of Abulak, 
and Amunak '% to Ihare in his fuccefs ; giving up to them Urjenz, and its dependencies, 
and returning to refide at Wazir. The new-come Princes, hy their incurfions, fa 
incommoded the governors of Khayuk and Haaarafb, that they abandoned thofe towns. 
After this, they invaded Khorafan, on the death of Shah Ifmael, and took all the towns 

,> 

* Called Shay-bek, and Sliay-beg, by Tome authors. 2 Mirza Babor, after being forced out By 

kin*, fettled in India, where he founded the monarchy of the Mogols. * In 1507. Hejrah 913. 

4 In ijio. Hejrah 916; according to D’Herbelot, at the mitigation of Badi-azzamon, Hufleyn’s fon. 

5 This Prince, whom D’Herbelot, p.771, calls Shay-bek Khan, laid the foundation of the Uzbek power 

in Great Bukharia arid Karazm. He entered thofe provinces with a powerful army in 1494, and in four 
years entirely fubdued them. He reigned there twelve years, viz. from 1498 to 1510. 6 *Or, judge* 

’ Making Ali the true fucceflbr of Mohammed, inftead of Abubeker, Omar, and Othman, whom he 
reckoned ufurpers : a point of vail importance among Mohammedans. 9 They then inhabited all 

Kipjak, or Kapchak, from the Sir to the Irtifti. 9 Hejrah 911. ,0 See the Mongol kalendar, 

p. 400. “ Hiftory of the Turks, &c. p. 2.Z0, et feq. */ The brothers of Burga Soltan. Abulak 

kad one fon, and Amunak fix. 
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between Dnmhn 1 and the mountains, weft of the city KhdUaian *. But they were 
vigoroufly oppofed, as well by the Turkmans, who poflefted the towns on the borders 
of the provinces of Aftrabad and Khorafan, as thofe who dwelt towards Abulkhan and 
Mankilhlak. Bilbars Soltan was in mod of thefe actions ; and though lame, led on his 
troops bravely, being carried in a light chariot, accompanied only with five or fix 
chofen men. 

The two brothers died within a little while of each other, and left feveral fons. 
llbars Khan was fucceeded by Soltan Haji, fon of Bilbars, who was eldeft of all the 
family 3 , and proclaimed at Wazir. But as he had only a few fubje£ts, the power 
fell into the hands of Soltan Ghazi, eldeft fon of llbars Khan, a Prince of great 
genius. 

After the death of Haji Khan, Haflankuli, fon of Abulak, who reigned in Urjenz, 
was declared Khan, as being the eldeft Prince of the houfe of Yadigar Khan. But 
though they all obeyed one Khan, each had his own dominion : and as Haftan-kftii’s 
revenue greatly exceeded theirs, they, at length, grew uneafy at it, and, joining their 
forces, laid fiege to Urjenz. Famine having caufed a great defertion of his men, at 
four months’ end, the enemy gave a general afiault ; and taking the city, after a brave 
refiftance, made a great flaughter. They likewife put to death the Khan and his eldeft 
fon, banilhing the reft into Great Bukharia. 

They likewife agreed on a new divifion of the cities of Karazm. To the defeendants 
of Burga Soltan fell thofe of Wazir, Yanghi-fhahr, Tarfak, and Duruhn, with the 
Turkmans of Mankifhlak. The pofterity of Amunak had all the other towns, viz. 
Uijenz, Khayuk, Hazarafb, Kat, Buldumfiis, Nikitzkata, Boyunda, Bagabad, Nafay 4 , 
Iburdu s , Zabarda, and Mahana, with the Turkmans of the countries of Abulkhan 
and Dehiftan. 

Hereupon Safian Soltan, eldeft fon of Amunak, who fucceeded' Haflan-kflli Khan, 
fent to tell thofe of Abulkhan, that unlefs they agreed to pay a yearly tribute, he would 
deflroy their habitations. The Turkmans voluntarily afiefiing themfelves, fent him 
the fum as a free gift : but the Khan not content with fuch precarious contribution, 
fent next year forty men to levy it both in. Abulkhan and Dehiftan^ ‘Thefe tax- 
gatherers having difperfed themfelves through the countries, the Turkmans cut all 
their throats at the fame inftant. Upon this news Safian Khan marched againft them 
with an army, and arriving at the firft habitations of them along the Amft, to the weft 
cf Urjenz, met, at firft, with much refiftance ; but, at length, the Turkmans fled to 
the mountain Dfu (or Ju), three ftages north of Abulkhan ; where being diftreffed; 
they fubmitted to pay forty thoufand (heep yearly, viz. the tribes of Taka, Sarik,,and 
Yamut, eight thoufand ; Irfari,.and Khorafan Saluri, fixteen thoufand each. 

The other tribes agreed alfo to pay in the following proportions : Jtzki Saluri, ten 
thoufand; Hafan, fixteen thoufand ; Ikdar and Dfaudar, twelve thoufand ; Arabaz,. 
four thoufand ; Koklan, twelve thoufand ; Adakli, twelve thoufand ; befides a tenth 
more each, for the Khan's kitchen.. As for the tribes called Utzil, or three branches,, 
who dwelt on the Amfi, it was ftipulated,.that Adaklikhifler-illi ftiould furaifh yearly a 
certain number of foldiers for the Khan’s fervice, while thofe of Ali-illi, and Tiuazi, 
ihould pay their contribution in merchandizes 6 .. 

• 

* Or, Daraan, and Dergan. * DePIfle jdaces this city, or the remains of it, near Ab’werd, or 

Bawerd,«in latitude thirty-nine degrees. i The eldeft of the reigning family is always chofen Khan, 

except in extraordinary cafes, 4 Or, Nefa. * Abiwerd, or Bawerd. * Hiitory of the 

Turka, &c. p*229, et feq* 
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Safian Khan dying,*1eft five fons ; but his brother Quzzuga Soltan fucceeded h'im. 
Obeyd Khan ', who then reigned in Great Bukharia, took about that time fome towns 
of Khorafan, which his Uzbeks continually ravaged. On the other fide, thofe of 
Iburdu, Nafay, and Duruhn, belonging to Karazm, no lefs annoyed the inhabitants of 
Khojan and Esferain % towards the borders of Ghilkupruk province, Nafay being but 
one day’s journey diilant. Shah Tahmafp % unable to remedy thefe diforders, becaufe 
he was in war with the Soltan of Rum 4 , refolved to make an alliance with the Uz- 
beks : accordingly he dilpatched an envoy, to Urjenz, to demand a Princels in mar- 
riage ; faying, his mailer thought it a great honour to wed a- lady of the blood of 
Jenghiz Khan, after the example of Amir Timur ) who, on that occafion, got the name 
of Kuragan s . 

Buzzuga accepting the propofal in favour of his niece Ayfha-bika, daughter of Safian 
Khan, becaufe he had none of his own, fent Akilh Soltan, one of his brothers, and 
nine vaffal lords, to the Perfian court, to finilh this alliance. The Shah received that 
Prince with great diftinction. and made him a prefent of the town of Khojan. He fent 
to Buzzuga Khan ten wedges of gold, and as many of filver, each as large as a tile ; 
with ten fine horfes, whofc laddies and harnels were trimmed with gold. To his fpoufe 
he fent nine pieces of cloth of gold, a thoufand pieces of iilks, and abundance of mag- 
nificent habits. After which, ihe was conduced to the Shah’s court. 

Buzzuga Khan dying, after a twenty-feven years’ reign, Avanafh Khan, his brother, 
was proclaimed. His eldeft fon. Din Mahamet, who had an early genius for war, when 
he was nineteen years old, refolved to make an incurfion with forty men towards Aflar- 
abad. Paffing the fouth branch of the Amd, at Sidalik Taka, he met a man belonging 
to a lord of Mahamet Ghazi Soltan, who refided at Duruhn, driving nine camels and 
thirty Iheep. Obferving a yellow goat among them, he begged it for his people's fub- 
fillence : but the fellow refufing him, he ordered them to beat him, and take all his 
drove. Din Mahamet purfued his journey, and had fuccefs : but on his return was 
met on the road by a part y fent out by Mahamet Ghazi, who took all his booty of cattle, 
and himfelf prifoner, letting his followers go their way. Being brought before the 
Soltan, he, for a time, confined him ; and then having punifhed him, fent him, under 
a guard of fix men, to his father Avanalh Khan, with orders to tell him, that he had 
fent him his Tugrna 6 , after punching him for invading the Perfian territories, without 
his permiflion, and ftripping fome of his people. 

I)in Mahamet, impatient to be at liberty, from time to time made great outcries, that 
if any of his men had flopped on the road they might come to his affi fiance. On the 
other hand, every time he made a noife, the lord who conducted him bawled out Rifha. 
This Din Mahamet taking as done to infult him, one day, when his guards were afleep 
in the country of Gordifh, fome of his men, who knew his voice, and had followed 
him, coining up, they cut all their throats, and buried their corpl'es out of the way. 
His father, who did not love him, on his return, having afked how he got out of the 
ferape, he anfwered that Mahamet Ghazi, who had been angry with him,, being foon 
reconciled, had fent him back with a prefent of fome horfes, and habits j which his 
father- believed- to be truth. 


1 Hc.was the fon of Mohammed Soltan, brother of Shah-bakht Soltan, who conquered Great Bukha- 
• ria, as before related. 2 This laft place lies near tlie borders of Jorjan in Perfia. 1 Or, 

Tahmalj : ip. the tranflations, Tamafip. This was Shah Thamas I. of Perfia. 4 jj 0 thf Afiatics 

ihrle the Othm&n Emperor, becaufe poffelfed of what they callrthe Roman empire. 5 Others write 

Kurkhan, and Gurkhan ; which bonifies the fon-in-law, and relation of the Khan. ‘Tugmafigni- 

&es a child born of a bought (lave, as Din Mahamet had been, 

<; After 
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After this Din Mahamet getting two feals engraved, one with his father’s cypher, 
the other with that of his mother-in-law, who was fitter of Mahamet Ghazi ; he wrote - 
letters to the Soltan, in both their names, to let' him know that the was fick, and de- 
fired eameftly to fee him. Her brother inftantly fet forward, and arriving in an even- 
ing when the Khan was out a hawking, went dircCtly to his filter’s apartment. Per- 
ceiving her to be very well, and the telling him ihe had font no letter, he began to 
iufpeCt fome treachery, and left her that inltant, with defign to take horfe again : but 
hearing much noife in the great ftreet, which faced the caftle, he made to the Khan’s 
ftables, thinking to efcape by a back-door that opened into a bye- lane ; which being 
full of people, he hid himfelf in a heap of dung that lay in a corner of the liable 

Din Mahamet, who had feen the Soltan go up to his lifter’s apartment, followed 
with fome of his forty men ; and not finding him there, was told by the women Haves 
that he was gone towards the ftables ; where, after much fearch, one of them perceiv- 
ing a bit of his fcarlct robe flicking out of the dung, went and told Din Mahamet, who 
came and flew him on the fpot. Upon this news, one of Mahamet Ghazi’s men ran 
to Wazir to inform his brother Soltan Ghazi ; who, in revenge, flew Ali Soltan (fon 
of Safian Khan) his wife’s brother, juft then come to vifit her. Avanalh Khan being 
informed, at his return from the fport, of what had happened, and that Din Mahamet 
was fled, aflembled his council : but they had fcarce come to a refolution what was 
proper to be done on the occafion, when a courier arrived with the news of the murder 
of Ali Soltan, which threw them into farther confufion. 

Meantime the Khan’s nephews, being informed of what had happened at Urjenz and 
Wazir, and forefeeing that a civil war was likely to enfue, repaired to Urjenz ■, from 
whence, on the other hand, Mahamet Ghazi’s people retired to Wazir. Avanalh, for 
his part, had no inclination for a war ; but his nephews, in fome mcafure, forced him 
to raife an army, and inarch towards that city. On this news, Soltan Ghazi fent to the 
descendants oPBilbars Soltan at Yanghi Shahr : but without Haying for them, with 
what troops he had, advanced to meet the Khan as far as the province of Kuinkant, to 
the weft of Wazir, where coming to an engagement, he loft the battle, and was there 
killed, with fifteen Princes defeended from llbars Khan. His fons Omar Ghazi Soltan, 
and Shir Ghazi Soltan, with two daughters, falling into the hands of Akattay Soltan, 
brother of the Khan, he fent them into Great Bukharia. 

The other Princes, who made halle to join Soltan Ghazi, hearing of his difafter, fled 
alfo into Great Bukharia, not daring to return to Yanghi Shahr. After which, the 
defeendants of Amunak put to death all the pollerity of Burga Soltan, who fell into their 
hands, excepting the women, whom they kept as captives. Thus was the race of llbars, 
once fo numerous, almoft extinguifhed, at leaft none of them were to be found in 
Karazm. After fo great a revolution the country was divided among the defeendants 
of Amunak ; and Din Mahamet Soltan had for his fhare the city of Duruhn. 

Meantime Omar Ghazi Soltan, fon of Soltan Ghazi, arriving in Great Bukharia, put 
himfelf into the lervice of Obeyd Khan * $ and though but fifteen years old, fignalized 
himfelf on feveral occafions. He beftirred himfelf fo effectually in his own behalf, that 
at laft the Khan, in conjunction with Juanmart, Khan of Samarkand Barak, Khan of 
Tafhkant, and the Prince of Hiffar, entered Karazm with “ their united forces. On the 
news of their approach, the Princes poffeffed of Khayuk, Hazaralb,and other nei^hbour- 

Hiftary of the Turks, &c. p. 239, et feq. He was nephew to Shah-hakht Soltan, and fon of a 

prJHK,jon of Abu’Igayir Khan ; which lait i» the common ancdlor of the Uzbek Princes fettled in Great 
liukharia. 

il)£ 



ACCOUNTS OF INBIPENDENT TATAHY. 


344 

ing towns, repaired with their troops to join Avanafh Khan ; but he not -daring to 
wait the enemy’s coming, retired into the defarts. The confederates arriving at Urjenz, 
detached fome troops after the fugitive Princes ; who being taken Obeyd Khan made a 
divifion of them ; and as Avanafh Khan fell to Omar Ghazi’s {hare, he inftantly put 
him to death. The Khan gave Urjenz to his fon Abdalaziz Soltan, and one of the 
four Uzbek tribes, who dwelt in Karazm, to each of the four invading powers, who 
having appointed their intendants over them, returned to their own dominions. 

When Avanafh Khan was made prifoner, his two fons, Mahmud and Ali, took refuge 
with Din Mahamet Soltan their eldeft brother, at Duruhn ; whither alfo fled Yuffof 
and Yunus, two fons of Safian Khan, with other Princes and young men of quality : 
hut Khal Soltan and Akatty Soltan, brothers of Avanafh, were carried into Great Buk- 
haria, with all the children of the latter, except Hajim Soltan, who being then eighteen 
years of age, put on mean cloaths, and retired to an old domeftic of his father’s, 
whofe horfes he kept, as if one of his Haves ; till the affair taking wind, his prote&or 
conveyed him to Duruhn. 

Soon after this Din Mahamet, accompanied by all the refugee Princes, fet out for 
Urjenz with two thoufand men, whom he reinforced in the way by a thoufand Turk- 
mans : but when they came to the country of Pifhga, it appearing that their forces were 
too fmall to attack the city, and befide wanting boats to pafs the Amu, they refolved 
to march to Khayuk : becaufe on that fide there was no need of boats, and they might 
hope to get thither undifeovered, as but few people dwelt on that road. 

At their arrival, they took the city without much difficulty, and put to death the 
commander with fome of his garrifon. With this news the governor of Hazarafb 
repaired to Urjenz ; and Abdal Aziz Soltan fearing to fall into Din Mahamet’s hands, 
retired into Great Bukharia. Obeyd Khan, on his fon’s return, immediately raifed a 
numerous army, and marched toward Urjenz ; but arriving at the Karamit Turkmans, 
Hopped there with part of his forces, and fent the reft, amounting to’lbrty thoufand, 
under two generals to that city. 

On the firft advice of the enemy’s march, Din Mahamet left Khayuk to go meet 
them.: but as his forces did not exceed ten thoufand, the Princes and lords who 
accompanied him, advifed him to return to Duruhn ; alledging that as foon as Obeyd 
Khan, who came only to fecure Urjenz, perceived their retreat, he would retire alfo, 
and that then they might come back without noife, and take the city. But the Soltan 
perfifling in his refolution to give them battle, two hundred and twenty of his principal 
followers alighted, and falling proftrate at his feet, entreated him to return. Having 
renewed their Applications in this manner three times, he at laft falling into a paffion, 
flung himfelf off his horfe alfo, and taking up a handful of duff, fcattered it on his head, 
crying out, “ I devote my foul to God, and my body to the earth.” Then turning to the 
lords who furrounded him,faid, “ I confider myfelf as a dead man, and if you efteem 
your lives more precious than mine, I {hall not hinder you to return ; but if you will 
lhare with me the glory which attends us, let us march.” Hereupon remounting his 
horfe, he continued his march, and all his army followed, fhedding tears *. 

Meantime Din Mahamet hearing of the enemies’ approach, halted at a pond, fince 
called Shikaft-kuli, in the province of Gardankhaff. He ranged his troops on the weft 
fide of the pond, which was then dried up; and having had notice before day by his fcouts 
of the Enemies’ approach, divided them into two bodies, one commanded by himfelf, 

•• 

* Hiftory of the Turks, See. p. 249, ct fcq, 
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and the other by JuiTof Soltan, which he ported on both rtdes of the road* and waited 
wi»h profound filence. The Bukharian army foon appeared, having at their head moft 
of their commanders, with forty rorches, which the Soltan let pafs, and then fell all at 
once on the troops that followed ; charging them fo briikly, that they were foon broken, 
and obliged to fly, notwithftanding their great fuperiority. 

Togay Bahadur, one of the chiefs of the Kunkurats, and the Soltan’s vafltal, killed 
fixty men in the battle with his own hand. Din Mahamet had advanced fo far amongft 
the thickert of the enemy, that the bow fell from his fide unknown to him ; which Hajtm 
Soltan, who accompanied him, having recovered, “ My brother, faid l)in Mahamet, 
that which you have done to-day for me, (hall be the knot of an everlafting friendihip 
between us.” He was then twenty-eight years old, and Hajim Soltan *, eighteen. 
This victory was complete : for befides the foldiers flam and taken, moft of the prin- 
cipal officers of the enemy fell into the conqueror’s hands ; which enabled him to recover 
the captive Princes of the family by an exchange of prisoners. To this end the per- 
fons of diftin&ion were fuffered to go on their parole into Great Bukharia, accompanied 
by llajim Soltan ; who executed his commiffion fo well, that he brought back his 
father Akattay Soltan, Kahl Soltan and the reft, in 1 1542 3 . 


2. The Khans from Kahl Khan to Din Mahamet Khan. 


Kahl Khun — Akattay Khan.- Yunus frizes Urjenz. — The Khan taken , and cruelly murdered.— 
Amt her Revolution. — Netv Divifton of the Cities.— Din Mahamet Khan. — His great Reflation . — 
'Outwits Obeytl Khan’s General. — Hit CharaEler and Death. — Story of Abu’l Saltan. — Nur Mahamet 
Soltan dijf 'ffejfed of all . — Sari MahmUd Soltan.— Ati Soltan. — Makes Inroads into KhorafSn — De- 
feats the / e fans.— Death and CharaEler. — His great Moiejly. 

THE defeendants of Amunak having recovered their portefiions in Karazm, by th <5 
valour of Din mahamet Soltan, they conferred the dignity of Khan on Kahl Soltan, 
who fixed his feat at Urjenz : Akattay Soltan had Wazir ; Hajim Soltan his fon, 
Baghabad ; the defeendants of Safian Khan 4 had Khayfik ; the fons of Buzzuga 
Khan, Hazarafb ; and Din Mahamet Soltan and his brother, the towns of Duruhn* 
Yaurfurdi, and Nafay. 

Akattay Khan, who fucceeded his brother, gave Kat to Sheykh Mahamet and Shah 
Naffer, two fons of Kahl Khan 5 ; Urjenz, with its dependents, to Ali Soltan, Avanafli 
Khan’s youngeft fon, continuing himlelf to refide at Wazir. Butfhe did not long en- 
joy the fovereignty. 

Y unus Soltan, a prince of much ambition and courage, who had married the daugh- 
ter of a Biyawl 6 of the Mankats, departed one day from Khayuk, with forty chofen 
men, under pretence of going to pay a vifit to his father-in-law, who dwelt near Uijenz. 
Having parted Kat, and arrived at Tuk, which he knew then to be empty, all the in- 
habitants, both of the town and country, being gone towards Uijenz and Wazir, he 
got upon a tower, from whence he could fee Uijenz ; and exprefling a defire to be 
there, as being his native place, his men told him, they were ready to follow him 
wherever he pleafed. 


Or, Haztm Soltan : Jenkinfon writes Azim. * Hejrah 949. 9 Hiftory of the Turks, as 

before, p. a$8, et fea, ♦ Thefe were Yunus and Paluankuli, two fons of Safian. # The h in 

Kahl feems.to ftand for the Arabic Alif 5 fo in Kaht and Duruhn. • A military dlaige among the 
Kara-kalpaks and Ka&chia Qrda, much like that of colonel in Europe. 
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Being arrived at the city about midnight, they entered the ditch on foot, and lay 
hid till the guards, with their torches, pafl'ed by : Then, by help of a long pole reared 
againft the wall, they all mounted ; and going dire&ly to the houle of Mahmdd Soltau 
(left governor by his brother Ali, who went to live at Nafay), leized and fent him to 
Wazir, to the cuflody of Akattay Khan, whofe daughter he had married. Mahmud, 
who was a very wicked man, never ceafed importuning the Khan to go take Urjenz, till 
he confented; efpecially, confidering that Yunus had but forty men, and it w as not likely 
the Uzbeks would aflift him againlt their fovereign. But being advanced near the city, 
he there found Yunus, with a good body of troops, expecting him; and, coming to a 
Lattf , was put to flight. 

Kaflem, fon of Yunus, by the daughter of the Khan, took upon him to purfue him ; 
crying out, “ Grandfather, where would you go in this hot weather ? You had better 
“ reft yourfelf under fome tree, and early to-morrow morning continue your journey.’* 
But Akanay Khan’s anfwer was, “ Your father has a heart as black as a pot ; where- 
** fore, it your intentions towards me be good, leave me to continue in my road, and do 
“ me no harm.” Kaflem finding fair means would not do, forced him to tro with him 
to Urjenz. 

Upon this news, all the Uzbeks about Urjenz having alTembled tumultuoufly, ac- 
knowledged Yunus for their Khan, without coniulting the other princes. Some days- 
after, Yunus Khan fent to tell the four fons ' of Akattay Khan, who lived at Wazir, 
that though ihev had no defire to take him, yet they were obliged to convey him home 
with them, finding him quite fpent with the cholic, which {till violently afflicted him. 
Prefently after, he fent four men to the houfe, which ferved for his prilon, with 
orders to bind his hands and feet, and impale him alive, taking care that no marks 
of a violent death fhould be found on his body ; which he lent to Wazir, with many 
compliments of condolence to his fons ; who, he fuppofed, would conclude their 
father died of the colic. 

As foon as they heard of his death, they fent to their two brothers 1 , who refided at 
Baghabad, which depended on Khorafan, to join with them in revenging the murder- 
1 hey all fet forward ; but when Yunus found that they had palled the Amu, not daring 
to wait for them at Urjenz, he fled into Great Bukharia with his brother, and the fons 
of Kahl Khan. On the road molt of his men abandoned him, and his fon Kaflem loft 
his way, accompanied only with one man ; who, under pretence of going for provifions, 
went to Urjenz, and betrayed him to Hajim Soltan. This prince immediately fent men 
to fetch him from the pond s where he lay hid, and caufed him to be put to death: 
which revolution happened in 1 549 4 . 

1 he defendants of Safian, and Kahl Khan, having been thus ftripped of all they 
enjoyed in Karazm, the children of Avanafh Khan continued in pofieflion of Duruhn 
and Y aurfurdi, which depended on Khorafan. The fons of Akattay Khan held Urjenz 
and Wazir ; and the three fons of Buzzuga Khan, Ifh, Dolt, and Burum, became 
matters of Khayuk, Hazaralb, and Kat. After which, they conferred the dignity of 
Khan on Din Mahamet Soltan s . 

This prince, who could not fit idle, began to invade Khorafan ; which obliged Shah 
JTahmafb to fend an army thither, who took from him Yaurfurdi. As foon as the 
Perfian troops were retired, the Khan polled to Kafwin, where the Shah refided, and 
prayed him to reftore that city : But Tahmafb being deaf to his intreaties, he got his 

f: 

. ulat ’ Timur, Alla-kuli, and Suleyman. * Hajim and Mahm&d. 3 Since 

then called khan Zungali. « Hejrah 956. 1 Hiftory of the Turks, &c.*p. 261, et fcq. 
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feal counterfeited, and then wrote a letter, in the Shah’s name, to the governor of 
Yaurfurdi, ordering him to deliver it up to Din Mahamet Khan, and come himfelf to 
court. A few days after, while Shah Tahmafb was hunting, he flipt from the company, 
and, halting with his followers to Yaurfurdi, delivered the letter; which the governor 
obeying, forthwith gave him up the town, and departed. 

As foon as his back was turned. Din Mahamet Khan ordered the gates to be fhut, 
and all the Perfians put to the fword. At this news Shah Tahmafb fet out. with a 
conftderable army, to take revenge : but when he came to the little river Kara Su, 
near Mafhhad he was informed, that the Khan was arrived in the camp with a re- 
tinue of fifty thoufand horfe. This news appeared fo ridiculous to him, that he would 
not believe it, till they brought him word that prince was at his tent door. Din Ma- 
hamet Khan entering at the lame time, fell on his knees before the Shah ; who was fo 
furprized at his extraordinary boldnefs, that, not content with putting his right hand 
on the Khan’s left fhoulder, he thruft the left into his bofom, to try if his heart did 
not beat ; but perceiving no motion there more than what is ufual, he could not avoid 
admiring the intrepidity of that prince. On which account, he pardoned him all that 
was part, and having feafied him magnificently, fent him home, next day, loaden 
with rich prefents, conducing him in perfon fome diftance from the camp. 

Some time after, Obeyd Khan, of Great Bukharia, took Maru, and gave the com- 
mand of it to Yulumbi, a chief of the Nay mans : but the Khan growing jealous of 
him, through the fuggeftions of thofe who envied his good fortune, fent for him to 
court. As Yulumbi was not over hafly to obey thofe orders, Obeyd Khan, be- 
lieving that he defigned to revolt, fent an army of thirty thoufand men to reduce him. 
Yulumbi, now put to his laft fhifts, had recourfe for fuccour to Din Mahamet Khan, 
who fet forward immediately : but having only a few troops, he ordered each of his 
men to cut down three fmall trees, and fixing one on each fide of the horfe, tie the 
third to his ta® thus they marched at a good diftance from one another. The Bu- 
kharian generals being informed, that the Khan was coming to Yulumbi’s afliftance, 
fent out their fpies ; who obferving the marks of their march on the road, brought 
w'ord, that he advanced w'ith a very numerous army : hereupon the generals retreated 
as faft as they could, without feeing the enemy ; and Din Mahamet having taken pof- 
feflion of the city, fixed his refidence there for life. 

Din Mahamet Khan, befides the other heroic virtues, which he poffeffed in a high 
degree, was extremely generous, gracious, and eloquent : he had withal, a peculiar 
brightnefs of wit. He died at Maru, in the year 1552 % called Sighir, or the Cow, 
aged forty. He left behind him two fons ; the eldeft called Saganda Mahamet : but, 
bccanfe he was not in his right fenfes, his brother, Abu’l Soltan, fucceeded in all his 
father's dominions, and reigned with wifdom for feveral years. At length, he made 
an irruption with great forces into Khorafan ; and, arriving at Malhhad, detached his 
only fon, with mod of the army, to penetrate deeper into the country. But having ad- 
vanced as far as the river Kara Su, to the weft of that city, he was met by a great army 
of Perfians, and loft the battle, with his life; ten thoufand men being flain. This news 
lb afflitted his father, that he fell dangeroufly ill, beyond the help of a phyfician. 

On this occafion, a woman at Maru produced a boy, four years old, which, Ihe 
faid, fhe had by the Soltan: who having fent for her one night to play on the harp, 
took a fancy to lie with her. Hereupon, one of his phyficians, efteemed the tnofl IkiU 
ful ill the-country, ordered both the Soltan and the child to be undreffed j then laying 

* Hrjtah 960. 

V V 2 


* Or, Tus. 


the 



ACCOUNTS OF INDEPENDENT TATARY. 


34 » 

the boy on the belly of the dying prince, had a coverlet thrown over them, and began 
to cry out with all his force, Soltan, behold a fon of yours ! As he continued to do 
this three times a day, the foltan by degrees, recovered his former health : after which, 
he owned the child for his fon, and called him Ndr Mahamet. 

Abul Soltan dying, Ndr Mahamet fucceeded him in all his dominions. But, fome 
years after, the princes of the houfe of Hajim Khan united againd him, under pretence, 
that they would not have the fon of a (trumpet for their brother. Nur Mahamet find- 
ing himfelf unable to refill them, l'ued for protection to Obeyd Khan, and delivered 
up his four cities of Maru, Nafay, Yaurfurdi, and Duruhn, imagining that the Khan 
would leave him in poffeflion, and be content with receiving tribute : but finding him- 
felf deceived in his expectation, he quitted Great Bukharia in difeontent, and went to 
Urjenz, where he was well received by his late enemies, and lived with them five 
years. 

At length Obeyd Khan dying, Nur Mahamet fet out to recover the four towns ; 
in which having fucceeded, he put to the fword all the Uzbeks whom he found in 
them, fettling the Sarts and Turkmans in their room. But Shah Abbas Mali * of 
Perfia, willing alfo to profit by the death of Obeyd Khan, came in perfon to befiege 
Maru, with a powerful army, and took it in forty days, with Nur Mahamet, who had 
been fo imprudent as to (hut himfelf up there. After this he took the other three 
cities without difficulty, and fent Nur Mahamet to Shiraz ; where, with him, ended the 
pofterity of Din Mahamet Khan, elded fon of Avanafh Khan. 

The fecond fon of Avanafh was Mahmud, who being of a yellowifh complexion 
(for all the other defeendants of Amunak were of a fine brown) was called Sari 
Mahamet, or yellow Mahamet. This Prince was addicted to all forts of vices : he 
loved liquor fo well, that being one day at a houfe drinking braga, and fomebody 
coming to tell him the enemy’s troops were near; while the red ran to their 
horfes, he, with a great deal of unconcern, took a knife, and marked all the pots 
which had braga in them, bidding the hod take care of them till his return. 

Ali Soltan, the younged of Avanafh Khan’s fons, pofleffed at divers times the cities 
of Nafay, Yaurfurdi, Urjenz, Hazarafb, and Kat. He ufed, every fpring, to crofs the 
Amu, and go encamp towards the borders of Khorafan ; from whence he fent parties 
to pillage the Perfians, and in autumn returned to Uijenz. He mudered the Uzbeks 
in his fervice . every year, and gave each for his pay fixteen fheep, out of the con- 
tribution fheep which he received from the Turkmans ; and when they fell fhort, he 
fupplied the defeft by the booty-fheep taken from the Perfians *. 

Shah Tahmafb, on complaints made of thefe ravages, at length fent Bader Khan, 
one of his generals, with twelve thoufand men, to feek out and fight Ali Soltan. This 
Prince, according to cudom, had entered the country of Adarabad with three thou- 
fand men, to oblige the Turkman tribe of Okli-koklan to pay him contribution : 
which Bader Khan being informed of at Badam, he turned that way. Ali Soltan 
was a little furprized at this news at fird ; but confidering it was dangerous to retreat 
in the dice of the enemy, went and pofieffed himfelf of the Kurgan. This river is 
very difficult to pals, being rapid as well as deep, and the banks extremely high, 
except in a few places where it is fordable. Our author, who often paffed it, found 
the height of them, in many parts, above two cubits. He caufed the horfes and 
cattle to be tied behind, and employed the chariots or waggons to cover the front of 
* - aps. 
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' in this pofture the Perfians coming up, attacked him feveral times ; but as they 
had only cavalry, they could get no advantage. Hereupon Ali-beg, a Turkman 
chief, impatient to fee no end of the fight, Tallied out with three hundred men of the 
tribe of Okli, in order to charge the enemy behind, while Ali Soltan attacked them in 
front. When he was gone, fome of the chief Uzbek commanders faid, it was wrong 
to let him go, for fear of his joining the enemy : but Ali-beg, while they were fpeaking 
fo much to his difadvantage, had already began the fight j fo that having been attacked 
three times vigoroufly by the Perfians, he muft have been oppreffcd by their numbers, 
if Ali Soltan ha-l not in time fallied out of his intrenchment, and charged them in 
front ; which having put the enemy into diforder, they betook themfelves to Bight, 
after the greater part of them had been Bain. The Soltan purfued them till far in the 
night, fo that Bader Khan had much ado to efcape, with a few of his men. So great 
a number of horfes were taken, that Ali Soltan having made his efquire a prefent of 
every ninth, they amounted to feven hundred, not reckoning what fell in divifion to 
the officers and foldiers. 

Fifteen years alter the Soltan having, in one of his expeditions, advanced as far 
as the Zenghel, or defart, to the fouth of Khojan, fell ill of a contagious ulcer, which 
broke out between his fhoulders. As he would let nobody fee it through balhfulnefs, 
the chiefs were obliged to ufe force, and cut the cloaths over the part affetted, to come 
at it. Yet for all their care, he died of that diftemper in the year 1571 *, at the age 
of forty. Ali Soltan was a prince of fo much merit, that his coufin Hajim Khan 
often faid of him, that he had not his equal among the defeendants of Yadigur Khan 
in bravery and liberality, fincerity, modefty, and, above all, the art of reigning. As 
in all his life he had never fuft'ered any perfon either to fee or touch his naked body ^ 
fo he would not fuffer a domeftic to feel whether his legs began to grow cold when 
he was a dying. He did fpeedy juflice to thofe who demanded it. In one of his 
expeditions, he hanged a man for taking two arbufes (or melons.’ out of a field. He 
left two fons, Ifkander, who died the lame year ; and Sanjer, who being diflurbed 
in his fenfes, reigned ten years at Nafay, under the conduit of a Nayman lord 1 . 


3 The Khans from Doji Khan to Abdallah Khan. 

Doft Khan. — IJh Soltan takes U‘ fen* : — Revolution thereon. — Hajim Khan. — Story of TimCtr 
Soltan. — Abdallah Khan’s Invajion : Turki/h AmbaJJador and Merchants plundered. — A new 

lnvfton by Abdallah Khan. The Princes enfnared by o treacherous Peace : — Are all put to 
Death- — Hajim Khan retires to Perfta : — Returns with his Sons , and recovers Karazm. — » 
Khayuk retaken by Abdallah's Troops. — Bravery of a Prince. — Hajim Khan flies again : — On 
Abdallah's Death returns to U’jenz : — Rejigns the Crown. 

AFTER the death of Din Mahamet Khan, the Uzbek Princes chofe Doft 
Soltan, fecond fon of Buzzuga Khan, for his fucceffor at Khayuk, rather than I£h 
Soltan, the eldeft brother, becaufe, though courageous and generous, he was neither 
fo wife and moderate. He was fufpeited alfo as to his orthodoxy in religion. Ifh, 
who took this very ill, applied to his brothers for aififtance, to take Urjenz : but 
arriving .with his forces in the territory of Zilpuk, which belongs to the country of 
Kumkant, he found Hajim Soltan ready to fight him, with a much fuperior. army. 
Hereupon fecuring his men behind with a fmall river, and with his chariots in 
front, Hajim, after an attack of eight days, was obliged to come to an accommodation. 

* Called Sighir, or the Cow. Hejrah 979. > Hiftory of the Turk*, Jtc. p. a$o, et feq. 
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Some years after, Ifh Soltan having formed a new defign againft Urjenz, Hajim 
met him between that city and Tuk. Ifh covered himfelf, as before, with his chariots ; 
and having fought for feven days againft fuperior forces, paiTed out of his intrench- 
ments filently in the night, and feized Urjenz, to the great furprize of Hajim. As 
foon as he found himfelf mailer of the place, he ordered all the Vigurs and Nanmans 
to retire to Wazir, without any of their effe&s ; but let thofe of other tribes, fettled 
there remain. 

After this, each party having endeavoured to fecure Ali Soltan, who refided at Nafay, 
in his intereft ; that Prince declared in favour of Hajim Soltan, whom he joined 
(accompanied with Abul Soltan, fon of Din Mahamet Khan) and befieged Urjenz. 
Ifh Soltan defended himfelf well at firft : but the beliegers at length giving a general 
aflault, while he was riding about from poll to poll, where his prefence was necelfary, 
a Durman, vvhofe filler he had ravilhed, wounded his horfe in the flank with an arrow. 
The beaft hereupon capered, and threw the Soltan fo violently, that he broke one of his 
legs ; and the enemy, who had fcaled the walls in the interim, coming up, flew him 
before he could be remounted. 

After this the confederates took Khayuk, and put to death Doll Khan, brother of 
IHi Soltan, vvhofe two fons were fent into Great Bukharia ; where dying without illue, 
the race of Buzzuga Khan became quite extinct The afore-mentioned revolution 
happened in the year 155 7 ', called Ghilki, or the horfe. 

The fame year Hajim Soltan, at the age of thirty live % was declared Khan, and 
went to rclide at Wazir. As of all the pollerity of Amunak, there were left only the 
children of Avanalh Khan, and Akattay Khan, they gave the cities of Urjenz, Haza- 
rafb, and Kat, to Ali Soltan, youngeu fon of the former 1 * 3 . Of the four remaining 
fons of Akattay, Mahmud Soltan lived with his brother Hajim Khan ; Pulad and Timur 
had Khayuk between them, with two Turkman tribes, for their lliare 4 . 

Thefe two brothers were both weak of underftanding. The fccond, when he was 
fifteen, taking a ride, ivas invited in by a countryman, who killed a fat fheep to treat 
him, and at his going away prefented him with a gigot of it. At his return, he went 
to oiler it to his father : but Akattay Khan, offended at the oecafion, reproved him, 
faying, “ That he was fifty years old, and had never put any one to fuch an expcncc : 
that if the peafants were obliged to kill Iheep to treat him when he was young, they 
niuft kill horfes and cows for him when older ; and that, as his vaffals would follow 
his example, the poor lubjccts would loon be reduced to beggary.” Hereupon 
ordering him to be flripped, he gave him thirty lafhes with a rod, laying on fo hard, 
that young Timur Soltan’s fhirt was all bloody. His brother Hajim 5 meeting him 
as he came out, approved of what his father had done, but advifed him to appear 
next day in that bloody condition before Akattay Khan ; who repenting of his feverity, 
after exhorting him not to do the like again, made him a prefent of the Turkman 
tribe of Ti-u-azi, confifting of fix thoufand families. Hereupon Timfir made an 
oath never to go to eat with any body, nor would he fuffer any of his people to do fo. 

On the death of Ali Soltan, Ilajim Khan went to refide at Urjenz ; his brother 
Mahmud Soltan continued at Wazir ; Pulad had Khayuk ; and Timur, Hazarafb and 
Kat. Some years after, while Hajim Khan was invading KhoraHn, Abdallah, Khan 
of Great Bukharia, came with an army to befiege the capital : but after lofing many 

1 Hejrali 965. 1 He wa6 born in 152 Hcjrah 930. 3 An account has been .given of 

him in tiic iun\u*r article. 4 Hiflory of the Turks* ad before* p. 267* et feq. s Hazlro* 

A-tim KJiau* as Jcnkiufou calls him. 
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men, was obliged to retire into the country of Yanghiarik, where he waited, fecuring 
the places he poffeffed on that fide, till more forces arrived : but hearing Hajim 
Khan was returned with a great army to fight him, he thought fit to make a peace 
with Pulad and Timur, who were at Khayuk, and retired to his own dominions. 

Some time after, the Soltan Khalifah of Rum ', fent an ambaffador to Abdallah 
Khan to engage him to attack the empire of Sheykh Ogli ', with all his forces, while 
he attacked him vigoroufly on the other fide. Pialalha, who had fpent three years in 
the voyage, going by way of the Indies, was defirous to return through Karazm, and 
crofs the fea of Mazanderan 1 * 3 , to Shirwan, then fubjett to the Soltan of Rum, that fo 
he might get to Iftambul in four months. But when he came to Urjenz, Mahamet 
and Ibrahim, foils of Hajim Khan, ftripped him of all, and then fent him to Mankifhlak, 
where fome Shirwan merchants happening to be on their return, they carried him over 
to that province in their barks. 

To this firft caufe of complaint there was joined another. Thofe of Great 
Bukharia, who performed the journey to Mekka, in times of peace always paffed 
through Karazm, and the dominions of the Shah of the Perfians ; but in war time 
were obliged to go far about, by the Indies. It happened, that fome merchants 
relying on the peace, took their route through Karazm : but arriving at Khayuk, were 
dripped to their very Ihirts by Baba Soltan, fon of Pulad, and font home again on 
foot. Thefe people, at their return, going to complain to Abdallah Khan, he told 
them, he could do nothing in it ; for that Baba Soltan was as much fovereign at 
Khayuk, as himlelf could be in Great Bukharia. Hereupon Haji Kutas, head of the 
karawan, made anfvver, “ That he would be his accufer before the throne of God, 
in cafe he let go unpunifhed .an outrage done to the deity himlelf, in the perfons of 
thofe wh^ went to offer up their prayers to him at his holy houfe.” 

This bold remonftrance. joined to a defire of revenge for the lofs of the four towns 
taken from Nur Mahamet, determined Abdailah Khan to make war againft Hajim 
Khan. The news of his preparations divided the Uzbeks of Karazm. One party was 
for making a vigorous reliftance, the other was for fubmitting as foon as the enemy 
approached Urjenz ; on a perfuafion, that they would be employed by him, and well 
treated, even though he fhould carry them into Great Bukharia. Hajim Khan finding 
by this, that he ought not to depend on his fubjedts, left his fons, Mahamet and 
Ibrahim, at Urjenz, and retired to Duruhn with his eldefl fon Siuntz Mahamet 
Soltan. 

Meantime Abdallah Khan advancing with his army, Mahamet, fon of Timur Soltan, 
marched, with his Uzbeks, from Hazarafb to Khayuk ; defigning to make it the 
rendezvous of their troops, as his father had done in the former war, fo as to baffle 
the defigns of Abdallah : but on his arrival found Pulad Soltan refolved to quit the 
town, and go to Wazir. Hereupon they all let out together, with a large train of 
men and chariots (or waggons) at day break. But at noon, juft as the laft troops 
paffed out of the city, thofe of Khojamkuli, one of Abdallah Khan’s generals, entered 
at the oppofite gate ; and next day following the confederate Princes, with thirty 
thoufand horfe, on a great trot, overtook them at the borough of Almati/h Khan, 

1 That is, the Grand Seignior, or Emperor of the Turks, who fince the fupprefiion of the Khalifah of 
Egypt, whom Soltan Selim, in ijifi, carried to Couftantinople, is qualified by the Mohammedan 
Princes of his fedt, with the title of Khalifah, and a (fumes it hitnfclf. ’ That is, of*the fons 

of the Sheykh ; meaning Sheykh- Sefi, or Ifmael, King of l’erfia, by way of contempt. J So they calF 

the Cafpian Sea. 
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for they had not continued their march till the fame morning. At his approach, they 
covered themfelves with their chariots ; but Khojam-kuli having forced that barricade, 
after a vigorous refiftance, put them to the rout. As he loft many men in the action, 
he did not purfue the Princes who retired to Wazir 

At their arrival they refolved to make propofals of peace to Abdallah Khan, and 
drove from the city Baba Soltan, who had been the occafion of the war. Hereupon 
Pulad Soltan, with his two other fons, retired to Hajim Khan at Duruhn ; while Ma- 
hamet and Ibrahim, Hajim’s fons, repaired to Wazir, to join the confederates. Mean- 
time Abdallah Khan, appearing before that city befieged it in form : but finding, after 
two months’ leaguer, that it would be difficult to come off with honour, he had recourfe 
to craft. He fent to tell the confederates, that fince they had thruft out Baba Soltan, 
whom he had chief caufe to complain of, they might depend on being received by him 
as his allies and relations. The Princes deluded with thefe fair promifes, entered into 
a capitulation with their enemy ; who, at their requeft, fent five of his principal lords, 
attended by forty horfe, to fwear, in his name, not to meddle either with their perfons 
or effe&s, and that he had no evil intention againft them. 

After taking the oath, the common people (who were againft the Princes trufting to 
fuch weak fecurity) defired that the five lords might be arrefted, till fuch time as 
Abdallah Khan fhould raife the fiege and begin his march. But Ali Soltan, who had 
the chief command in the city, and though little and crooked was a great wit, ftrenuoufly 
oppofed this motion ; alledging, that being the monarch’s near relations, they had no- 
thing to fear from him : that in cafe he fhould carry them into Great Bukharia, he 
would fettle them more advantageoufly than they were in Karazm ; but that far from 
fuch a defign he was perfuaded, Abdallah, on the firft application, would leave them in 
poffefiion of Urjenz and Wazir. Thefe reafons being approved of by all tt\f men of 
diftin&ion, the people were obliged to be filent ; and the Princes, accompanied with 
the Bukharian lords, left the city to go to Abdallah Khan ; who having put a guard over 
them, and divided their foldiers into troops of ten or twelve men, one of whom was to 
be refponfible for the reft, he fent them all prifoners into Great Bukharia, whither he 
followed with his army, after having put governors in all the towns of Karazm, which 
thus fell into his hands. 

A month after this event Hajim Khan, and the ten Princes of his houfe who were 
at Duruhn, refolved to retire towards Shah Abbas Mafi ; only Pulad Soltan, third fon 
of Akattay Khan, thinking it would be very unbecoming of him, who was near feventy 
years old, to go look for a fan&uary among people of a different religion, chofe rather 
to repair to Abdallah Khan, on a prefumption that he would pity his condition, and give 
him a fubfiftence. But he was deceived : for that Prince, on his return to Bukharia, 
caufed him, and all the other defendants of Amunak, being twelve, who had fallen into 
his hands, to be put to death the fame day in the town of Sagratz, befides fome who 
were very young. After this he laid a yearly tax of thirty tanga a head on all the other 
prifoners above the age of ten j which conftrained many to fell their children in order 
to raife the tribute. 

Meanwhile Hajim Khan fet out for Duruhn, with the Princes, accompanied by three 
thoufand horfe : but they deferted fo faft on the road, that he arrived with a train of no 
more than one hundred and fifty, at the court of Shah Abbas, who came in perfon to 
receive him, and gave him the beft treatment imaginable : but Siuntz Mahamet Soltan 
and his fon went on to the Soltan Khalifah of Rftm *. This happened in the year Yilan, 

* Hitorjf of the Turk*, See. p, 287, et feq. * Or, Turky, for the reafon already given. 
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or of the.ferpent. Two years after, in the year Koy, or the fheep, the fame in which a 
comet appeared, Abdallah Khan fent before him his fon Abdal-momin Soltan, with 
part of his army, to befiege Esfarayn in Khorafan. On this news, the Shah left Kaz- 
win with an army, accompanied by Hajttn Khan, and the other Uzbek Princes ; who 
having learned when they came to Baftam that there were but fixty of the enemy at 
at Khayuk, and forty at Urjenz, judged they might profit by fuch negligence. But as 
for fecrecy, this was to be done without the Shan’s knowledge. Hajhn Khan and fome 
others declined it, for fear of giving offence to that monarch ; fo that none but Arab 
Mahamet, and Mahamet Kuli, two of Hajim’s fons, and the three fons of Pulah Soltan, 
engaged in the enterprize. 

They took horfe late one evening, and riding all night, arrived at the Turkman 
tribe or Amir j and from thence by noon at Aftarabad '. Next morning Hajttn Khan, 
having informed the Shah of their defign, that Prince, who knew the activity of Ab- 
dallah Khan, and the improbability of recovering their poffeflions during his life, ad- 
vifed him to ride after them immediately, and bring them back, llajim overtook them at 
Aftarabad ; but inffead of bringing them back, they prevailed on him to continue with 
them, till he faw what fuccefs they fhould have, the Turkmans having promifed a 
powerful affiftance. Departing from Aftarabad, they went towards the mountain of 
Kuran, where the tribes of Taka and Yamut lent them five hundred men. Then 
eroding the territory of Mankifhlak, whofe inhabitants had all removed to the country 
of Orda Kutuk % they came to the tribe of Irfari, which granted them five or fix hun- 
dred men, and thence proceeded towards Pifhga. 

Separating in this province, Hajim Khan with his two fons took the road of Urjenz ; 
and Baba Soltan with his two brothers went to Khayuk. On the news of Hajim 
Khan’s approach, SajfcOglan, governor of Urjenz, retired into the caftle. But the 
Khan having entered by a paffage carried under the wall in the night, he put the go- 
vernor to death with his forty men. The Turkmans after this returned home laden 
with plunder, leaving Hajim Khan and his fons almoft alone at Urjenz. Baba Soltan 
had no lefs fuccefs on the other fide ; for as foon as he appeared before Khayuk, the 
Sarts, who dwelt in the city, opened the gates to him : whereupon he, in like manner, 
flew the governor Menglifh-bey with his fixiy men : which coming to the ears of the 
commanders of Hazarafb and Kat, they fled towards Great Bukharia 3 . 

Ten days after. Baba Soltan having difmiffed all his Turkmans likewife, except 
fifteen, went to sHazarafb with his brother Paluankuli : but it being the vintage 
feafon, Hamza flayed at Khayuk, to drink his fwill of new wine. Juft as Baba entered 
Hazarafb, he perceived two officers advancing on a finart gallop, at the head of an hun- 
dred and fifty horfe. Sufpetting them to be enemies, he endeavoured to fhut the gate ; 
but had fcarce clofed one fide, before the firft came up, and endeavoured with his lance 
% keep the other fide open. However fome of the inhabitants running thither in the 
nick of time they fhut it alfo, and with their arrows obliged the enemy to march off. 
In their retreat they took a Sart, who having informed them of Hamza’s flay at Khayuk, 
they turned on that fide, and arrived there next day at noon, while the Soltan was 
taking the air ; but not daring to ufe force with fo few men, they lay concealed till 
the evening ; when affiftance coming to them, they made a paffage into the town under 
one of the gates ; at which having entered they put all to the fword : an event that 
much difconcerted the affairs of Baba Soltan. 

’ In the tranflation every where Iftarabat. 2 Becaufe of the quarrels they had with the Mankats 

(or Kara kalpaks) on one fide, and with the tribe of Irfazi on the other. * Hiftory of the Turks, 4cc. 
p 290, et feq. 
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To underftand who thefe troops were, it mull be obferved that Abdallah Kharr,. 
having font Khojam-kuli to fupport his fon Abdalmomm Soltan, while he followed 
hi finely to take the diverfion of catching water-fowl beyond Zarjui, in Gordiffi ; on 
the road inet i he commander of Hazaralb, who having informed him what had palled in 
that city, he fait him with the news to Abdallah Khan, who ordered him to march in 
hafte towards Khayuk, promifing to follow ciofe with his whole army. Hereupon 
Khojam-kuli marched towards that city : but found at his arrival, that the work had 
been already done by his van-guard, which determined him to march for Urjenz. 

Meantime Mahamet Kuli Soltan, Hajnn Khan’s third fon, a Prince of much courage, 
having heard of his coufm Hamza’s death, kept it very fecret, refolving to go and join 
Baba Soltan at Hazaralb. He took with him fome trulty Turkmans and Jagatays 
with two hundred Uzbeks newly e leaped from Bukharia. lie began his march by the 
river of Urjenz : but coming near the little town of Zilpuk, he found hi in fell of a 
fudden furrourtded by the troops of Khojam-kuli; who imagining the Soltan could 
not poflibly efcape him, ordered his officers to take him alive. But Mahamet Kuli 
forming one large lquadron, with his men rufhed headlong on one of the enemy’s 
wings, and breaking through them, retired into the country of the Mankats 2 ; where 
he tried to draw Kuzuk Khan into his intcrell, by propofing to marry his filler : 
but that Prince fearing Abdallah Khan’s refentment, in cafe he gave Mahamet 
Kuli protection, had him arrelted, and fent to the Ruffians 3 , where he foon after 
died. 

Hajnn Khan being informed of what had happened, left Urjenz, accompanied by his 
fon Arab Mahamet, and fome foldiers, defigning to go to Mankilhlak. But the enemy 
having overtaken him the third night after their departure, he was obliged to fight with 
them ; and being worlled, endeavoured to retire. The enemy turning Hill to follow 
him, he was forced next morning to a new engagement, in which he loll more than 
half of the few men he had with him : fo that he was conltrained, once more, to take 
refuge at Aflarabad, from whence he repaired to the Shah at Kazwin. Abdallah Khan 
went in perfon to befiegc Hazaralb ; and having taken it, caufed Baba Soltan and his 
fifteen men to be flain. After which he returned into Great Bukharia, where he 
died 4 the laft day of the year 1 597, called Tauk, or the hen. 

On the news of his death, Shah Abbas Mafi having gathered a great army, came 
next year and encamped near Baltam. There Hajim Khan entreated the Shah to let 
him take a turn towards Bukharia to try if Abdal Momtn, who had fu#ceeded his father, 
would rellore him one of his towns, that he might end his days in quiet. Shah Abbas 
having given his confent he departed, accompanied by Arab Mahamet Soltan, and his 
grandl'on Isfandiar Soltan, with a retinue of fifteen perfons, leaving Burandu, fon of 
Ibrahim Soltan, behind : but having loll his way the fecond llage, he found himfelf at 
length near the mountain Kuran, when he thought he was about Maru. As this mu* 
take embarraffed him extremely, he relied there that night, to confider what he had to 
do : but going at fun-rife to fit in the lhade to fay his prayers, becaufe it was midfum- 
mer, he faw two Naymans on horfeback coming from towards Yaurfurdi ; who, at 
their approach, wifhed him long life, and informed him, that Abdallah Momin Khan, 
in his way from Khorafan to his own dominions, was flain at Zamin %. by his own 
people, and that they came in fearch of him to bring him the news. 

Thefe were the old Mongols, who came with Jagatay Khan into thefe parts, from whom they took 
the name. ‘ Or, Karakalpaks, who poflefs the weft part of Turkeftan. ■> Unis’s in the original. 

4 So that Ocarina muft be miltaken, who fays, that this Khan, with his brother, and three of his fon6, 
were taken by Shah Abbas, and put to death. J Or Zam, on the river Arad, 
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Hajim Khan, rejoiced at thefe tidings, made hafle to Urjenz, where he arrived in. 
eight days, and found the city without governor or garrifon : for in the confuiion 
which the affairs of Great Bukharia fell into, after the affaffmation of their Khan, the 
enemy withdrew out of Karazm. Hajim kept Urjenz and Wazir ; he affigned Khayuk 
and Kat to his fon Arab Mahamet, and gave Isfandiar, his grandfon, Hazarafb. Soon 
after, the Uzbeks made prifoners by Abdallah Khan took the opportunity to return 
home ; as did, in the third year, Siuntz Mahamet Soltan ; at whofe arrival from the 
lands of Rfim ', his father refigned the dignity of Khan in his favour, and retired to 
lived at Khayuk with Arab Mahamet Soltan. But that Prince did not long enjoy the 
fweets of reigning : for he died a year after his return to Urjenz, and his 1 'on Abdal- 
lah Khan, who fucceeded him, lived but another twelve-month. At length Hajim 
Khan died, in the year 1602, called Bars % or the tiger ’. 

4. The Reign of Arab Mahamet Khan, and Isfandiar Khan. 

Arab Mahamet Khan . — Invafions by Kofais, and Kalmttks Plots againft the Khan : — two cf his 

Sons rife in Rebellion : — Matters accommodated : — rebel a fecond Time. — Abu'lghdzi Soltan' s Pro - 

pefal to kill them : — the Khan marches againf his Sons : — is taken Prisoner : — fain by Ilbars. 

Isfandiar' s Attempt defeated by Perjury : — yet he recovers Karazm. 

ARAB “ MAHAMET Khan fucceeding his father, added Kat to his fon Isfandiar’s 
portion. Six mohths after, while he was palling the fummer on the banks of the 
river Amu, the Ruffians of Jaik 5 knowing there were no foldiers in Urjenz during 
that feafon, came with a thoufand men ; and after they had killed a thoufand of the 
inhabitants, loaded as many chariots with the moft valuable effe&s, burning what they 
could not carry away, and marched off with a thoufand females. The Khan being in- 
formed of this in time, went to cut oft their retreat at a certain defile, which he fo well 
intrenched and palifadoed in hafte that the enemy could not force him, till after an attack 
ot two clays : however, they were obliged to leave all their booty behind. Meantime the 
Khan, who did not defign to let them efcape him fo cheaply, having gotten the ftart of 
them by crofs roads, went to wait for them at another pafs : which the Ruffians not being 
ablee to force, and water beginning to fail, fo as they drank the blood of their flain, they 
made a laft ellort ; which fuccceded lo ill with them, that icarce an hundred men efcaped. 
'Ihefe made over to the river Khelel, where they built a cabin a good way beyond Tilk, 
and there lived by fifhing, waiting an opportunity to get back : but five days after, the 
Khan being informed of their abode fent men there, who flew them all. 

Six months after a thoufand Kalmuks ft came to furprize lome Uzbeks, who dwelt 
along the Khefel towards Kat, and having killed a great number of them, were, on their 
return, loaden with booty and prifoners. But Arab Mahamet Khan being informed 
thereof, purified them fo brilkly that they had much ado to efcape him, after leaving 
all which they had taken behind them. ° 

Sometime after the Naymans, who never reliffied well the government of this Khan, 
brought fecretly into Khayuk, Khifleran Soltan, delcended of Ilbars Khan, with a defign 
to kill Arab Mahamet, and fet the other up in his room. But the Khan having timely 
notice of the plot, had the Soltan feized and put to death. As for Safi Mirza, the chief 
confpirator, his own brother Baba Mirza killed him, as a perfon unworthy to live after 

• 

Or Turkey. 3 Or Pars. See the Tartar Cycle, p. 400. J Hi (lory of the Turks, &c. 

P*3°5\ er * cc l r 4 l* 1 the t randation Arap, according to the Turkifh pronunciation. ■ In the 

tranflation .Unifies. Theft* were the Kofaks who dwell on the river Jaik, or Yaik. 6 So the Uzbeks 
call tlie Tf uth s in contempt, and from them the Ruffians have the name. 

Z z 2 Aich 



ACCOUNTS OF INDEFEN DENT TATARY. 


35 6 

fuch an offence. Two years after, Saih Mirza, with twenty Vigffrs, went from Urjenz 
to Samarkant and fetched from thence Seleh Soltan, a defcendant of Haffankuli Khan ; 
whereof the Khan being informed, he went forthwith to Urjenz, and put the new pre- 
tender to death, without inquiring farther after his accomplices, who, he faid, might 
have been innocently drawn into the plot. 

Ten years after, a thoufand Kalmyks having invaded Karazm on the fide of Bakirgan, 
plundered many habitations, and returned with a great number of prifoners, in fpite of 
all the pains that was taken to purfuc them. 

Arab Mahainet Khan had foven fons by feveral wives, Isfandiar Soltan, Habafh, Ilbars, 
Abu’lghazi Bahadur, Shatif Mahamet, Karazm Khan Soltan, and Augan. After that 
Prince had reigned peaceably for fourteen years, one day, when he was gone to Urjenz, 
feveral young men perfuadod llablh and Ilbars (the one fixteen, the other fourteen) 
to go with them from Khayuk to Urjenz, that they might be received in quality of their 
father’s fucceffors. Being advanced to a fountain in the country of Pilhga (only one 
day’s journey from that city) where they (laid ten days, the Khan fent for them to come 
to him, and to tell them, that he would give them Wazir fora portion. Their anl’wer 
was, that they would come as foon as their men were gotten together. Arab Mahamet 
might have qualhcd this ledition at once, by only publifhing his orders, that none Ihould 
join the Princes, for he was much feared by his fubjefts : but neglecting this precaution, 
though at the fame time he knew many went to fee them, the people imagined what 
they did was by his own confent. 

The young Soltans judging themfelves ftrong enough, made an irruption into Khora- 
fan ; from whence they returned to their firft camp loaden with plunder, and fent two 
Perfians as a prefent to their father. After this they dil'miffed all their troops excepting 
fourfeore men. Hither the Khan fent again a Vig&r lord, to exhort them to come 
before him : but the Uzbeks berween the countries of Darugan and Bakirgan, who 
had joined them, anfwered, that the Princes had no occafion to go to their father, and that 
they had nothing to do with him. As this language foreboded a rebellion, the Khan 
being feized with fear, departed inftantly for Khayuk. Hereupon the two Princes went 
anew to ravage the Perfian territories ; and at their return teizing all their father’s 
granaries, dillributed the corn among their troops, which increafed them confidcrably. 
Wheat was then fo cheap, that two hundred weight might have been had for a tanga j 
for nothing but that grain was fown from the linall town of Modekan, to this fide of 
Bakirgan, and as far as the country of Kuigan. The Khan, who polfcffed a great extent 
of land on that fide, caufed the Khefel to be cut behind Tuk, and by means of that open- 
ing with feveral canals, watered his lands. After which the opening being Ihut, the 
river refumed its courfe to the fea of Mezanderan. 

Arab Mahamet finding the mutineers multiply daily, came to an agreement with his 
fons, giving up to them Wazir, and all the Turkmans depending on it. After which, 
the two Princes, followed by four thoufand men, went to Khayuk, to falute their 
father. 

Four years after, Ilbars Soltan affembled troops near Wazir, under pretence of going 
to befiege Yauriurdi ; but hearing the Khan was on the road to Urjenz, he went and 
took Khayuk. Arab Mahamet being informed of this furprize, turned back, by advice 
of his lords, who were of opinion that on his approach Ilbars would quit the city. But 
being come to Khafgan, a little town near that place, the Soltan fent thither five hundred 
men, who entering in the night, feized him and all his retinue. From thence being 
carried to Khayuk, Ilbars detained them all as his prifoners, and dillributed among his 
troops all the money his father had been hoarding for many years, as well as the effects 
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of the captive lords The other brothers being informed of that deteftable a£tion, 
refolved to make war on Ilbai*s, even Habalh himlelf offered to accompany them : but 
they were diverted from that purpofe by fome of their lords, who judged that fuch a 
proceeding might put their aged father’s life in danger ; while Ilbars, if let alone, would 
releafe him of his own accord ; as fhortly after it came to pafs. 

The Khan being come back to Urjenz with his fon Isfandiar, they refolved to feize 
Ilbars Soltan ; but he difeovering their defign, fled to the defart with only five or fix 
men : however, they ruined his habitations, and tranfplanted the greater part of his 
fubjects. At their return from this expedition, Abu’lghazi Soltan propofed to go kill 
his brothers Habafh and Ilbars, who ftill clofely correfponded, as the only way to fecure 
his father’s life : but the Khan would determine nothing till he had confulted Zin Haji 
Abu’lghazi returning at the time appointed, and finding that lord did not approve of his 
propoial, put his father in mind how he had been deceived before by Zin Haji’s magni- 
fying the forces of thofe Princes to whom he was fent on their firlt revolt ; which had 
obliged him to retire to Khayuk, when he might eafily have feized them, but for that 
falfe representation \ He added, that as every body elfe he had confulted approved 
of his defign, except Zin Haji, it confirmed him in the opinion he had all along enter- 
tained, that he and his brother Kurbauk were traitors ; and held a criminal correfpon- 
dence with Ilbars, by means of their two other brothers, who were the m< >(t intimate 
confidants of that Prince. In Ihort, he told his father, that if he did not follow his 
counfel, he would repent it when it was too late. 

For all this, the Khan refufed to enter into his meafures ; nor would Isfandiar Soltan 
join with him. Meantime Habafh being informed, by one of their fpies, of Abu’l- 
ghiizi’s project, never forgave it him. Five months after, Arab Mahamer Khan, begin- 
ning to repent his not having followed the author’s advice, font orders to Isfandiar Sol- 
tan and him, to join him immediately with their troops at Khayuk. In the interim he 
fent to tell Habafh and Ilbars, that as they had ten perfons about them who never 
ceafed giving them evil counfel, in cafe they delivered them up to him. he could pardon 
all that was paft ; otherwife, he would own them no longer for his children. Upon 
their refulal, the Khan advanced with his troops to Kandum, a borough not far from 
Khayuk, were he waited for his fons. Abu’lghazi, leaving his men to follow leifurely, 
rode before ; and being come to Kandutn, propofed to his father to march along the 
right fide of the river, while he, with his eight hundred men, fhould oblige the Turk- 
mans, who incamped in the delart, and were more than half of them his fubje&s, to 
join him ; refolving to deftroy thofe who belonged to his rebel brothers, in cafe they 
refufed : for, without their afliltance, they could not raife four hundred men. But the 
Khan not approving of his advice this time neither, as foon as Isfandiar arrived with his 
troops, they proceeded. When they were entered into the country of lkzi Kuniani, 
Abu’lghazi fet upon his father once more to make a diverfion among the Turkmans ; 
but to as littie purpofe as before. In fhort, having advanced by flow marches as far 
as the little canal called Tafhli Ghermilh, the two Princes, who had time uough given 
them to get all their forces together, came and charged their Father fo vigoroufly, that 
his men began prefently to fly, and left the unfortunate Khan a l’econd time prifoner 
in the hands of his unnatural fons \ 

v> 

9 Hiftory of the Turks, &c. p. 312, et feq. a Abu’lghazi Soltan fhould have made life of this 

argument before, when his father propofed confulting Zin Haji, in order to have difluaded aim from that 
deiign. 3 He left Kat in the morning; lie came to Kandum late in the evening. 4 Hiflory of 

the Turks, &c. pu 3 13, et feq* 
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In this battle, which was very bloody, Abu’lghazi Soltan, being hemmed in by forty 
men, was brought off by fix of his own, who came to his relief in the nick of time. 
On this occafion he received a {hot with an arrow in the mouth j fo that he was obliged, 
afterwards, to have fome little bone of the jaw taken away on the fractured fide. After 
this, he made towards a river, which he was obliged to crofs by fwimming ; but had 
fcarce got off his coat of mail, before the enemy came running after him, and crying, 
kill ! kill ! Hereupon plunging into the dream, which was very rapid, he with difficulty 
.efcaped drowning, by giving the horfe his head, and holding faff by the main. Having 
gotten over with three of his men, he took the road to Kat, where he found ten more ; 
and with them retired into Great Bukharia, to Imam Kuli Khan (the fucceffor of Ab’dol 
Momin Khan) who received him very kindly at Samarkant '. 

Isfandiar Soltan having retreated to Hazarafb with his brothers Sharif Mahamet and 
Karazm Khan Soltan, Ilbars and Iiabafh came and befieged them : but, at the end of 
forty days, coming to an accommodation, Isfandiar retired to the Shah of Perfia’s 
court, under pretence of making a pilgrimage to Mekka, leaving the city in pofTeffion 
of Sharif Mahamet Soltan, who, four months after, retired into Great Bukharia to his 
brother Abu’lghazi Soltan. Karazm, by his departure, falling intirely into the hands 
of Ilbars and Habafli, they divided it between theinfelves : the firfl had Khayuk and 
Hazarafb ; the latter, Urjcnz and Wazir, with their dependencies. They affigned 
.their father the little town of Kumkala, to live there with his three wives and two 
ycungeft foils : but a year after, Ilbars having lent for his father and two brothers, 
caufecl him to be put to death with Karazm Khan Soltan, and fent Augan Soltan to 
Ifabajli with the fame intent. This latter, without whole knowledge all the reft had 
been done, unwilling to imbrue his hands in the blood of bis brother, had him conveyed 
io Ruflia, where he died. As to the two fons of Isfandiar Soltan, who were both infants, 
Ilbars had them educated at Khayuk. Arab Mahamet Khan loft his life in the year 
1621 % called It, or the Dog, after having reigned twenty years. 

The news of the Khan’s death having reached thePerfian court, the Shah gave Isfan- 
diar Soltan three hundred chofen men, to try if he could recover his father’s dominions. 
Having been joined on the road by a hundred and leventy Turkmans, of the tribes of 
Taka and Yatnut, he advanced directly to the camp of Iiabafh Soltan ,near Tuk, but 
found him not there. That Prince was then fealling at the houfe of one of his lords ; 
when hearing of a fudden the trumpet found (which is forbidden on any account, 
except on the approach of an enemy) he inftantly took horfe, and fled to Ilbars Soltan. 
After this, all thofe who had any regard for the memory of the late Khan, as well as 
luch as were the fubje&s of his other fons, came and joined Isfandiar, wliofe affairs 
were taking the beft him imaginable, when the artifice of one Nafar Khoja intirely 
changed the face of them. 

This perfon, defeended from a holy man, called Saghidata, being devoted to Ilbars, 
who had married his daughter, as loon as he faw the ftorm rifing, fent to bid his fon-in- 
law take courage, and tell him, that he would be with him in two days, with all the 
men he could get together. To this end, arming fifty men in hafte, he went and feized 
the ford of the river Khefel on that fide, in order to prevent any from palling who had 
a mind to join Isfandiar. After which he took the koran in his hands, and began to 
curfe that Prince aloud, giving out that he had embraced the Perfian fed, and that 

■ Hi (lory of the Turks, &c. p, 333, et feq. 1 Hejrah 1031. The author of the Defcriptjon of the 
Countries honkring on the Euxine, andCafpian Seas, at the end of Travcrnier’s Travels, mentions this 
event, with fome little variation. 
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wherever he came he put to the fwort. all the men, and condemned the women and 
children to flavery. .As he backed all this with the folemneft oaths, many of the com- 
mon people (who could not believe that a man of his birth would violate the moil facred 
laws purpofely to impofe on them) inftead of repairing to lsfandiar, as they at fir ft 
defined, went over to the two ufurpers. 

Ilbars and Habafh, by this means, foon found themfelves in a condition to go in queft 
of their eldeft brother : and the two armies meeting, Lsfandiar was forced, after a 
bloody a&ion, to retire towards Mankifhlak. However, in that place being joined by 
three thoufand Turkmans, and a great number of Uzbeks, who began to be weary of 
the government of the two princes, he went back again ; and his brothers having 
advanced to meet him, with a confiderable army, they continued fighting for twenty- 
two days fucccffively : but, at length, lsfandiar gained the victory ; and having taken 
his brother Ilbars prifoncr, caufed him forthwith to be put to death. Habafh Soltan 
took refuge with Sharnik Mirza, a lord of the Mankats on the river Yem, hoping 
a good reception from the chief of that tribe, in return for having fent back all the 
Mankat pril’oners within his domains, when he reigned at Urjenz : but that lord detefb- 
ing his perfidioufnefs, caufed him to be arrefled, and lent him to his brother, who had 
him executed without delay, in the year 1622 % called Tongus, or the Hog 5 . 


5. The Rcigm of Arab Mahamct Khan , lsfandiar Khan, and Sharif Mahamet Khan. 

Fa tition of the Towns. — Plot agairfl the Turkmans. — Vigfers and Naymans fain : — fandjn their 
Defence. — New attempt againjl the Turkmans. — The Uzbtks defeated. ~ Abu Ighazi s V ahur. — ■ 
The People defecting , he returns to Turkefan : — goes thence to Sui/iai hunt : — returns to Karazm. 
Uzbeks maffacred. — Abu’lghdzi feized, and fent Trfoner to Perfa. — Sharif Mahamet Khan. 


THE news of this event coming to the ears of Abu’lghazi and Sharif Mahamet, at 
Samarkant, they took leave of Iman Zuli Khan, and returned to Urjenz. At their 
arrival they caufed lsfandiar to be proclaimed Khan, and divided the dominions of then- 
father among them. The Khan had for his fhare, the cities of Khayuk, Hazarafb, and 
Kit; Abu’lghazi Soltan, Urjenz, with its dependencies (being then juft nineteen- years 
old) ; and Sharif Mahamet Soltan, Wazir. 

The year after, all the principal lubjeQs of lsfandiar Khan having gone in autumn to 
pay their court to him, Abu’lghazi Soltan, before he let out, invited Sharif Mahamet 
with three of his fons, to his houfe ; and, in prefence of two of his own vaifiils, afked 
him if there was not fome animofity between him and the Khan. On his anlwering in 
the negative, he enjoined all the fix to fecrecy by oath j and then told them, he could not 
comprehend what his brother meant by keeping the Turkmans about him a whole year ; 
that, poflibly, his defign was to deftroy all the Uzbeks about Khayuk, for having always 
favoured Ilbars Soltan, in which cafe he would be fure to demand help of them : that, 
therefore, the belt courfe they could take was, not to go to Khayuk, which might 
divert his intention : but that if they mufl needs go thither, it was his advice to kill all the 
Turkmans they fhould meet on the road ; and then prefent themfelves before the Khan, 
with ropes about their necks, to implore pardon ; excufing themfelves on the ufual 
treachery of that people, and the great occafions of complaint they have had. againfl 
them in times paft. But Sharif Mahamet Soltan, not approving of fuch a proceeding, 

‘ Nicknamed Kara-kalpaks. 1 Hcjrah 1032. 3 Hiftory of the Turks, &c. p. 324, et feq. 
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propofed killing Isfandiar Khan himfelf, and caufing Abu’lghazi Soltan to be proclaimed 
in his room. 

This propofal was approved by four of the lords : but Kurban Iiaji, a Vigur, and 
one of Abu’lghazi’s vatrals, not fatisfied with rejecting it, declared, that if ever he heard 
any more mention of fuch a plot againft the Khan’s life, he would impeach them. So 
blunt a declaration having broken their meafures, they went to Khayuk : but four days 
after, being about to return, Isfandiar Khan caufed Abu’lghazi to be arrefted, and all 
the Vigurs and Naymans, who were then in the city, to the number of five hundred, 
to be put to the fword. On this occafion an hundred Uzbeks, of other tribes, were 
flain, although he had forbidden that any of them fhould be touched. In like manner, 
the troops which were fent to deftroy ail about Khayuk belonging to thofe two tribes 
(whom he was determined to root out) contrary to his orders, flew all the Uzbeks, 
who dwelt from Hazarafb as far as the high-ftone tower where the river Amu divides 
in two arms ', not fparing the very infants at the breaft. 

The Khan, after this, fent Sharif Mahamet Soltan to Urjenz, with orders to caufe 
the throats to be cut of all the Vigurs and Naymans depending on that city. Where- 
upon thofe people gave him to underhand, that they were refolved not to fuffer theni- 
felves to be maffacrcd without felling their lives dear : but that they were ready to quit 
the country, or receive Abu’lghazi Soltan and Mahamet Saynbeg (011c of the Khan’s 
moil trufty fervants) to have an eye over their conduct Theft* propofals appearing 
reafonable to Sharif Mahamet, he fent them to the Khan, who pitched on the laft 
expedient. Abu’lghazi Soltan being arrived, went and refided on the fide of the 
Khefel, whither Sharif repaired to him, with eighty Turkmans, who went over to 
Mahamet Saynbeg, as foon as he arrived. Meantime thirty of the moll confiderable 
of the Uzbeks, beyond the river, came to welcome him, and offered him a thoufand 
choice men to be employed in his fervice againft Isfandiar Khan. On this occafion, 
they propofed to begin by flaying Mahamet Saynbeg and his eighty men ; becaufe they 
looked on the Turkmans as the only authors of the late maffacres of their brethren ; 
and then marching to befiege Khayuk, would put to the fword all fuch of that nation 
as they found in its neighbourhood. 

But this project appeared itnpra&icablc to Abu’lghazi Soltan, who knew that the 
Turkmans would be lb much on their guard, that on the leaft motion of the Uzbeks, 
they would take flight ; fo that before they could reach Khayuk, all the reft of them 
would be removed wiih their effefls ; and what was worfe, the Kalmuks, in their ab- 
fence, would come and carry off their wives and children. He was therefore of 
opinion, that they fhould treat Mahamet Saynbeg and his men kindly, and fend them 
back loaden with civilities, in order to lull the Khan afleep : that after this Sharif 
Mahamet fhould go pafs the winter in the little town of Kayuk, near Urjenz, 
whilft the Uzbeks, beyond the river, fet about making an intrenchment for their fecu- 
rity, as if in dread of the Kalmuks : That they fhould place guards along the two 
roads leading to the country of thofe Tartars, as though to obferve what paffed ; and 
that infpring a man fhould come running full fpeed from thofe countries, with news of 
a Kalmuk invafion : that on this advice they fhould affemble troops, under pretence of 
going to meet the enemy ; but in the way joining Sharif Mahamet, they fhould turn 

■ One of the arms, called Tokay, pafles by that tower : the other, which is greateft, having quitted 
its old bed, runs by a large channel into the Khefel near Tuk ; which had rendered Urjenz, When the 
author wrote, no better than a defart. 
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t>F a fudden towards Khayuk, furprife that city, where there could not be then above 
fixty men about the Khan, and put all the Turkmans to the fword. 

The Uzbeks, however, had no mind to depart from their defign upon Mahamet 
Saynbeg, and his Turkmans : but they finding it out, retired after night-fall, when 
every body was gone to reft. The Uzbeks arriving foon after, Abu’lghazi Solian told 
them, that as the (horteft follies are the bell, his advice was to fend to allure the Khan, 
that they knew not the reafon of Mahamet’s fudden departure ; and that if they had 
defigned him any harm, they could eafily have prevented him. But this advice was not 
relifhed by his brother, and the Uzbeks, who infilled that they had no other meafures 
to take, but march to Khayuk. Arriving in two days at the bridge of Talh-kupruk, in 
the country of Khika, they halted there forty days, and killed fome Turkmans, the reft 
retiring to that city *. 

Meantime the Kalmuks having furprifed one part of the Uzbek camp, and carried 
a great number into flavery, many of them deferted the army, beginning to have a bad 
opinion of their luccds. On the news of this revolt, the Turkmans, who dwelt about 
the mountain of Abu’lkhan and at Mankilhlak, joining Isfandiar Khan at Khayuk, he 
took the field in his turn, and encountering the Uzbeks in the place above-mentioned, 
entirely defeated them. Abu’lghazi Soltan feeing the battle loft, retired with five 
hundred and forty of his men, into the intrenchment, which they had raifed to cover 
their baggage. In the evening Isfandiar Khan drew near; but the Soltan fallying on 
foot at the head of five hundred men, gave him fuch a warm reception, that he durft 
not make a fecond attempt, intrenching himlelf at fome diftance. After they had 
looked on one another in this manner for fix days, without daring to engage, they 
came the fevenrh to an accommodation, which the Khan had let on foot only with a 
view to draw Abu’lghazi into the open field, where he propofed to demolilh him : 
but milled of his aim, in regard the Turkmans had gone to pillage the borough of 
Khanaka, inhabited by the Saris, juft at the time his brother palled out of his intrench- 
ment. However, at their return, he purfued him with five thoufand men. The Sol- 
tan fufpe&ing his defign, formed in hafte an inclofure with his chariots, and defended 
himfelf lb well, that the Khan was obliged at lalt, to come to a fecond treaty. After 
this Abu’lghazi, and his brother Sharif Mahamet, taking up their abode at Urjenz, 
all the Uzbeks, who dwelt before on both fides of the Amu, came to fettle about 
that city. 

Some time after a comet having appeared in the Iky, the common people who were 
prrfuaded, confidering the extraordinary animofities which reigned among their Princes, 
that it portended fome great calamities, went off by troops, which they cal'ed Top, top, 
into other countries. Nor was it in the power of Abu’lghazi Soltan to reftrain their 
flight : for while he fent after the party which went out on one fide, two or three others 
withdrew another way ; fome leeking ftielter in Great Bukharia, others in Turkcftan, 
with the Kalats 1 2 and Mankats : lb that having thus, in a month’s time, loft three con- 
fidcrable troops of his fubjeds, he was conftraincd to retire elfewhere, to avoid lying at 
the mercy of Isfandiar Khan. Sharif Mahamet Soltan, who was in the fame cafe, went 
to Great Bukharia : but Abu’lghazi Soltan retired towards the Kafachia Orda, and 
went to vifit Ilhlm Khan at Turkeftan. 

Three months after, I (him going to Talhkant, to pay his refpeds to Turfunw Khan, 

the reigning Prince of thole provinces, prefented Abu’lghazi to him ; mentioning the 

* 

1 Hiftory of the Turks, &c. p. 334, ct feq. * Thefe muft be the Kafatfia or Kafachia order, 

mentioned below, who poirefs the eai part of Turkeilan. The Mankats, or Karakalpaks, being mailers 
©f the weft part. 
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obligations which they owed his houfe, on account of the protection given many of their 
relations, who had fled to Karazm for refuge . Hereupon Turfum Khan received him 
at his court, and treated him with much diftin&ion. But two years after I (him having 
maffacred the Khan, and all thofe of the Kataguns who were his ancient fubjedts, 
Abu’lghazi feeing there was no lei’s difcord between their families than there was in his 
own, went into Great Bukharia. On his arrival he found a very cold reception from 
I man Kuli Khan, bccaufe he had applied firft to Turfum Khan, who was his enemv. 

For this realbn he told the Uzbeks, who had retired thither before him, that he 
fhould be obliged to hearken to the Turkmans, who promifed toefpoufe his intm-ft to 
the utmoft, provided he would forget what was pall. The Uzbeks upon this allured 
him, that though they had retired from him at the appearance of the comet, yet he 
might always depend on their zeal for his fervice : that, on the other hand, they flat- 
tered themfelves that he would continue his protection to them ; of which they laid 
they had the more need, as they could not depend on the promife of his brother Sharif 
Mahamet Soltan, who was naturally unconftant, and might one time or other fide with 
the Turkmans againft them. I.aftly, they advifed him to go over to the Turkmans on 
the firft invitation, and promifed to repair to him in proper time. 

Shortly after, there came a new deputy from the Turkmans, to let him know that 
Isfandiar Khan, being informed they had invited him to their quarters, had rctin d to 
Hazaralb, fearing a furprize. Upon this Abu’lghazi Soltan, followed only by five or 
fix perfons, went direCtly to Khayuk, where he was immediately joined by numbers of 
people from all parts. Two months after he learned, that his brother Sharif Mahamet 
being reconciled with the Khan, was arrived at Hazarafb, and that they intended to turn 
all their forces againft him. On this advice he took the field, with what troops he 
had, and the two armies coming to a battle, that of Abu’lghazi Soltan had the better ; 
which obliged his two brothers to make peace with him. Yet fix months after they 
came unexpectedly, and befieged Khayuk with above fifteen thoufand men, for all the 
Turkmans thereabout joined them : but although Abu’lghazi had only fix hundred 
with him, he defended hirnl'elf fo vigoroufly that he obliged them at length to return 
with lofs ; the confequence of which was a new treaty 

Sometime after three thoufand families of thofe Uzbeks, who three years before had 
fled from about Khayuk to the Kafats and Mankats, to avoid the fury of Isfandiar Khan, 
returned and went to fettle on the ft-a-coaft, about the mouth of the river Amu. On 
this news eight hundred others fet forward, on their return from Great Bukharia, in 
order to fettle in the country of Aral : but the Khan, who looked on the Vigurs and 
Naymans as the caufe of all the misfortunes of his family, being informed thereof, came 
upon them by furprize with fome troops, on the banks of the Khefel towards Kat, and 
put them all to the fword, man, woman, and child. 

Isfandiar Khan taking this occafion to invite his two brothers to court, under pre- 
tence of regulating with them what concerned the affairs of the Uzbeks, perfuaded 
Sharif Mahamet to repair to the country of Aral among thofe people, as it were of his 
own accord, and unknown to his brother. Next morning fome of the principal Turk- 
mans coming to vifit the Khan on that occafion, he folemnly protefted Sharif Mahamet 
had undertaken that journey without his privity ; and to fet them againft Abu’lghazi 
Soltan, pretended that it was done by his advice. He went farther, and told them, that it 
was this laft, who had recalled the Uzbeks to fettle in the country of Aral, with a defign 
to make ufe of them againft the Turkmans, and that he had fent his brother thither to 

’ Hiftory of the Turk*, See. p. 34 1, et feq. 
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prepare them for that purpofe : he concluded by faying, that, as from thence it appeared 
he was contriving lomo dangerous plot again ft them, their oniv courfc was to prevent 
him by feizing his perfon. 

This advice having been approved of by all the aflctnbly, he caufed the gates of the 
caftle to be fhut, and fent to arrtft Abu’lghazi Soltan, who was ftill lad afleep. After 
this the Khan carrying him to Yaurfurdi, ordered the governor to fend him under a 
ftrong guard into Perfia : that officer for better fecurity, conducted him in perfon to 
Hamadan, where Shah Sefi the fucceffor of Abbas, then was ; who ordered him to 
be conveyed to Ifpahan, where he affigned him a houfe and ten thoufand tanga ' 
a-vear, for his expences J ; but at the fame time had him carefully watched, that he 
might not efcape. 

Isfandiar Khan died the firft day of the year 1 634 4 , after having reigned twelve 
years, and left two fons, Y uflian and Afliraf. He was fucceedcd by his brother Sharif 
Mahamet Soltan, who fixed his refidence at Urjenz. This Khan was much at variance 
with the Kalmuks (or Eluths), who in his time came and feized a great part of Karazm. 
He died in the year 5 1642 % leaving, as it fhould feem, the throne vacant. 


6 . The Reign of Abu'lghdzi Khan. 

His Birth and Marriage : — efcapes from Ifpahdn : — fufpcEled at Bajlam : — gets out of Perfta t — * 
received by the 1 'urktndns : — is proclaimed Khan: — attacks Khayuk , without Succeft : — after- 
wards takes it : — perfidious Dealing with the Turkmans.— Kalmuk Invnfions repelled by the Khan : 
— — he invades Great Bukhdria : — makes great Ravages : — attacked in his Retreat by a great 
Army : — his brave Defence : — defeats the Enemy : — makes new Invafions : — eefigns the Crown : 
— — his Death. — Abu’ Ighdzi Khan's Character 1 — he is honoured in Perfia. — Anufha Mahamet 
Khan leagues againjl Perfia : — makes great Ravages. — Haji Mahamet Bahddur Khan’s Embajfy 
to Rttffia. — Revolution in Karazm. 

ABU'LGHAZI Soltan was bom at Urjenz in the year 1605 % on Monday, in 
the month of Asfet, at fun-rife, forty-eight days after the defeat of the Kofaks before- 
mentioned 8 ; who having met with, near the river Jaik, ten merchants of Urjenz, 
trading to Ruifia, flew eight, and made the other two ferve as guides in their expedition. 
On this occafion his father Arab Mahamet Khan faid, that child will be happy, becaufe 
his enemies were defeated before he was bom 9 ; and in regard his mother was de- 
feended from Soltan Gh&zi l0 , fon of Ilbars Khan, he gave him the name of Abu’Jghazi 
Bahadur, and when he was fixteen years of age, married him, granting him one half of 
Urjenz ; the other half of which he at the fame time affigned to Habafli Soltan. The 
year following ", upon feme difference which happened between the two brothers, his 
father gave him the city of Kat for his portion ; and not long after the unfortunate 
battle was fought, wherein the Khan was taken prifoner, and put to death by his un- 
natural fons 


' He attended the throne in 1629, at the age of fixteen. 1 Coin of Karazm. 3 Tins happened 
about the year 1630 ; for it was thirteen years before he was proclaimed Khan. 4 Hejrah 1044, 

called Gliilki, or the horfe. s Hejrah 1052. 6 Hiftory of the Turks, &c. p. 329, and 347, 

et feq. ' Hejrah 1015,- called Taulhkan, or the hare. s P.502. ; The Tartars, iy general, 

are full of fuch fuperftitious whimfies. lo Here the author gives his genealogy from Adam, which 

the readcs may cailly trace from this hiftory as high as Jenghiz Khan, whofe pedigree has been already let 
f°'tli. 11 This was in 1621. Hejrah 1031. ,J Hiftory of the Turks, as before, p. 330, 

ct feq. 
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What pa(Ted from that time, till Abu’lghazi Soltan was fent into Perfia, has been 
already related. After he had remained there in the condition of a prifoner ten years, 
he formed the defign to make his efcape. This having been approved of by three of 
his domeftics whom he acquainted with it, he called the perfon who had the guard of 
him, and after he had ordered him to take a horl'e, which had been fent him for his 
kitchen, to the butchers, gave him a thoufand tanga, bidding him go buy a pretty Have, 
and pafs the night with her. His ward being gone full of joy at his prelent, Abu’l- 
ghazi, and his men, went in the evening to a neighbouring Itable, and took out eight 
horfes ; after which he caufed all their beards to be lhaved : when every body 
was at reft, he made one of them who could fpenk the Turkilh and Perfian, to put on 
his belt cloaths, bccaufe he was to reprelent the mailer : the fecond domeflic was 
drelfed as a fort of gentleman : the third wore the garb of a valet, and himfclf was dif- 
guifed like a groom. 

In this equipage leaving Ifpalvan, they got fafe to Buflarn 1 : but three of their horfes 
failing a little beyond that city, they were obliged to flop at a village on the road, called 
Boyilh, inhabited by Saghits. lie who palled for the mailer being l'eated on a carpet 
at the gate, with one of the valets {landing behind him, while the other held the horles, 
Abu’lghazi entered into the place to fwap the tired cattle, lie presently got oif two of 
them : but having alked one among the crowd who flocked about him, which was the 
way to the village of Maghi ; an old man of feventy grew fufpicious of him, telling his 
neighbours, that as fcarce one in ten of themfelves knew the way to Maghi, he judged 
this mult be the Soltan of the Uzbeks, who was making his elcape. He added, that 
as in cafe it was fo, there would be couriers after hitn in a day or two : he adviled them 
to feize and carry him to Baftam, or at ieaft not to exchange horfes with him, in regard 
thofe who did would have a bad time of it. On this occalion the counterfeit groom, 
who fpoke the language of the country perfectly well, by way of anfwer, told the old 
man a very formal ilory, too long to repeat here ; which gaining the people on his fide, 
he fwapped the third Horfc, and got fullicient information about the road. 

Having made great expedition to pafs the borders of Khorafan, he arrived at length 
in the neighbourhood of Karakum % at a place where the road dividing, one led to 
Mankilhlak, the other to the mountain of Kuran. Refolving to keep the fields no 
longer (as till then he had done, to avoid meeting much people) he {truck into the 
latter, and came to a village ; which happening to be inhabited by Turkmans, he afked 
a lad whom he law near the road, what fort of people thole were. The boy having 
anfwered, we are KifilAfaks ; he demanded how they came there, fince they belonged 
to Mankilhlak ? The youth replied, that the Kalmuks had driven them out of their 
habitations three years before, and named fome families of the tribe of lrfari, known to 
Abu’lghazi, who dwelt not far olf. 

The Soltan, glad to find himfclf out of the Perfian dominions, went to the village, 
where he was received with extreme joy by the inhabitants, at whofe invitation he ftaid 
there the winter ; but in fpring repaired to the Turkmans of the tribe of Taka, who 
dwell near the banks of the Amu, at the foot of the mountain Kuran. With thefe hs 
ftaid two years, and then went to Mankilhlak, where he found no more than feven 
hundred families, who were reduced under the obedience of the Kalmuks } . The 
Khan pf the Kalmuks being informed of the Soltan ’s arrival in his dominions, fent one 

‘ In the province of Koines, and borders of Altarabad. 2 A black Tandy defart, on the borders 

of Kara;-; re 3 Or Eluth Mongols. 

Of 
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ef his principal officers to invite him to court Abu’lghazi accepting of the invita- 
tion, was treated with great diftinction the whole year he remained with him ; after 
which, having formed a defign of going to Urjenz, the Khan fuffered him to depart, 
with many marks of friendlhip. 

He arrived at that city in the year 1643 1 ; and fix months after the Turkmans pro- 
claimed him Khan, in the country of Aral, towards the entrance of the river Amfi into 
the fea of Mazanderan : this was in 1 644, two years after the death of Sharif Mahamet 
Khan. Yufitan and Afhraf, the two fons of Isfandiar Khan, his predeceffor, being in 
poflbffion of Khayuk and Ilazaraib, the Turkmans within their jurifdiclions refufed to 
iubmit to Abu’lghazi Khan ; and put themfelves under the protection of Nadir Ma- 
hamet Khan of Great Bukharia, after fending Afhraf Soltan to the Perfian court to be 
brought up there J . 

Upon this Abu’lghazi Khan having fent twice to pillage the habitations of the fub- 
jeCts of Khayuk, Nadir Mahamei Khan placed commanders and ftrong garrifonsin that 
city, and Ilazaraib, and lent Isfandiar Khan’s widow to dwell in the country of Kanfki^ 
having afterwards conferred the government of thofe two places on his grandfon Kafim, 
lbn of KhilLran Soltan, Abu’lghazi Khan relblved to pay him a vifit. To this end he 
embarked Iris infantry in the country of Aral, to afeend the river Khefel, as far as the 
bridge of Tafh Kupruk, and followed by land with his cavalry. Being arrived at the 
place of rendezvous, he marched with fome ol his foot to the borough of Kar.dum, 
and palling a brook which lay between him and the city, hid an hundred and eighty of 
his men in a valley : then with fixty bowmen and twenty mufketeers, advanced up to 
the place, ordering them not to lire till they faw him fire. 

The enemy perceiving them coming, made a Tally with a thoufand men of whom 
leven hundred had coats of mail, though not ahove five of the Khan’s were fo accoutred. 
That Prince, without being difmayed at their numbers, drew them dexteroufly to the 
place where he dcfigr.ed ; and then marching up, gave them fo rude a falutation with 
arrows and bullets, at twenty paces diflanco, as allayed much of their firlt fury ; while 
thole who lay concealed coining to charge them at the fame time in flank, they fell into 
confufmn, and fled towards Khayuk. The Khan, who was not able to purfue for want 
of hone, returned, and lent bis troops into quarters. — Here Abu’lglnizi Khan breaks 
oil his hillory, having been hindered from linilhing it by a grievous fickncfs of which 
he died. What follows was added by bis foir and fuccellor, Anuflia Mahamet Baha- 
dur Khan. 

Some time after Nadir Mahamet Khan, of Great Bukharia, hoping recalled his grand- 
fon Kaffim Soltan from Khayuk ; lent Yakub, one of his lords, to Ilazaraib, to govern 
what he poileflcd in Karazm : but having, in the interim, been dethroned by his vaffals. 
lor his harfh treatment of them, they let up his lbn Abdallaziz Soltan. On the news 
of this revolution, Abu’lghazi Khan marching to Khayuk, in the year 1646 4 , found no 
difficulty to poflefs hunfelf ol it : after which he caufed proclamation to be made, that 
all the Turkmans who had quilted their habitations on account of the late troubles, 
might freely return home, on. his promile never to think of their pad faults. 

On thofe afluranccs, thole who dwelt beyond Hazaralb, fent deputies to the Khan ; 
who ordered, that they Ihould all repair to him before that city, which he was going io 

1 The author mak.es no mention where the Khan of the Kalmuks kept his court, or whether.any part 
„f Kara/jn was then under his dominion. It was at this time that the author learned the Mogul language, , 
in which he wrote his hiilorv. See Hillory of the Turks, &c. p. 3 1 . 2 * Hejrah 1 053, called the Ghilan, 

or the ferpent : elfewhere Yilan. ? Hillory of the Turks, &c. p. 349, et feq. 2 Hejrah 1056 

called Tauk, or the hvn 
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take poffeffioffof, and there tender him their faith and homage* The Turkmans being 
affembled, according to his orders, he lent to defire them to provide his kitchen \vkh 
milk and cattle, for that he intended next day to make a great lead. This having- 
been performed to the Khan’s fatisfaction, he treated them very fplendidly ; but towards 
evening caufed them all to be killed, to the number of two thoufand perlbns, and then 
fent to plunder their habitations. 

Next year 1 marching into the country of Tarkhan, in queft of the Turkmans, who 
had quitted Khayuk after Hajim Soltan’s departure, he put to the fword thofe whom 
he found ; but the greater number fled into the province of Bamaburinak, whither he 
went to diflodge them, in the year Zizkan, or the moufe \ Such as knew not where 
elfe to go font their wives and children into the country of Aral, and intrenched them- 
felves under the ruins of fomc old walls. The Khan finding them in this fituation, 
made them fome propofals ; but as they durft not truft him, they marched out a foot, 
and threw themfelves defperately on his troops, but were lb well received, that not 
one of them efcaped. After this Abu’lghazi Khan, being relblved to reduce the Turk- 
mans fo low, that they Ihould not be able to raife difturbanccs for the future, made 
feveral expeditions againft them, wherein he chaftizcd them feverely. 

In the year of Saghir 3 , a lord of the Kalmuks coining with fome troops to Kat, caufed 
many people to be killed, and others to be carried into llavery. Soon after another 
arriving to traffic, the Khan let them linilh their bufmefs, and then following them, 
defeated their rear in the country of Yuguruk-bafh : after which, coming up with the 
body of their troops, he put them to flight, leaving their effects behind them. Three 
years after 4 , Abu’lghazi Khan having been informed, that the Kalmuks hovered upon 
the frontiers both of Great Bukharia and Karazm, with ftrong parties, and made ter- 
rible havoc wherever they came, fent Abdolaz'iz Khan notice to be upon his guard. 
Meantime three lords of the Torgauts invaded the lands of Hazarafb, where theyde- 
ftroyed the village Yefdus, and tool out of another, called Danugan, much cattle 
and people. 

Upon this advice Abu’lghazi Khan took horfe immediately to purfue them, contrary 
to the requeft of his officers ; and though they were ten days’ inarch a-head of him, 
yet by riding day and night, he at length came up with their rear, near the mountain 
Irder, whom he defeated ; then puriuing the reft, overtook them in the country 
of Segheri-rabat, where they were fo well intrenched, that it was impoffible to force 
them : but, on the other hand, as they durft not fally forth to continue their journey, 
they fent all the plunder they had taken, with their bows and arrows to the Khan, 
intreating pardon for th ? offence ; pretending they did not know the above-men- 
tioned villages belonged to him, and promifing never to invade his dominions for the 
future. Hereupon he fent them back their arms, and fuffered them to return home 
in peace \ 

After this, Subhan-kuli Khan of Balk, who had married his brother Sharif Mahamet 
Khan’s daughter, fent to intreat his aid againft Abdolaziz Khan, who had taken the 
field with an intent to deprive him of his dominions 6 . Abu’lghazi Khan, willing 
to aflift his near relation, and revenge the injuries done his houle by Abdallah Khan, 
advanced in the year Koy, or of the flieep 7 , into the province of Koghertlik, 

1 164*7, called It, or the year of the dog. * The firil of the duodenary cycle of the Mongols ; 

was the year 1648. 3 Or, of the cow, 1649. 4 In the year Lu, or the‘ crocodile, 

anfwering to 1652. s Hi {lory of the Turks, &c. p. 357. Bernier informs us, that Abdolaziz, 

aflHtea by Aureng zeb 7 fent by the Great Mogul, Shah Jchan laid fiege to Balk ; but fufpedting Aureug- 
zeb • ight keep the city, when taken, he (truck up a fudden peace with the' Khan, and marched home. 

7 Afllvvering to the year 1655. 

• bordering 
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bordering on Grout Bukharia ; and font a body of ten thoufand men to plunder the 
city of Karakul, while he went in perfon againft that of Siuntz-bala, which he deftroyed 
with thirty or forty neighbouring villages. After this he returned, for a while, to 
Khayuk ; and then, in a focond invalion made the fame year, plundered Karakul 
afrefb. Thence palling on to the province of Gordilh, he defeated an army of fifteen 
thouland men (font by Abdolaziz Khan, who was then at Karfhi) fcarce a thoufand 
of them efcaping. A great part of thefe threw themfelves into Karakul ; but the Khan 
following them, took prisoners all who were not flain, and burnt the few houfes that 
remained in that town. 

In the year Bizin, or the ape', he took the town of Zarjui 1 , which he entirely 
deftroyed, and plundered the country round it. Next year he went and ravaged the 
province* of Yayz.i which extends from the ci y of Karakul to that of Nerfetn ; and 
having taken much plunder, was gone back to his own frontiers, at the fame time that 
Abdolaziz Khan, accompanied by Katim Soltan, was on the march, with a numerous 
army, to make a divcrfion in the province of Koghertlik. But as foon as he heard of 
Ahu’lghazi Khan’s return to Korazm, he retreated with fo much precipitation, that many 
of his men killed their In ; i s, though no one had thoughts of purluing them. Abu’lghazi 
Khan, who in the mean time had taken a turn to Khayuk, made another invafion the 
fame year, with twenty-live thoufand men, into Great Bukharia ; and having taken 
the city of Karmina, gave it to be pillaged, returning with confiderable booty, and 
many prifoners. 

But in his retreat having palled a river over a bridge, he caufcd his tents to be fet 
up there, and believing himfelf very fecure in that place, ordered that the baggage 
fliould begin to inarch at midnight, and that the army fliould follow at day-break, 
keeping about his perfon no more than his ufual guard of an hundred men. Next 
morning, foine hours after the army had decamped, one of his principal officers 
entered his tent, and finding him Hill faff afleep, cried to him, “ Rife, fir, is this a 
time to ffeep here?” but the Khan made anfwer, “ Whom is it you would have me 
afraid of, fince we have not heard of any enemy troops in all this pro* ir e?” At the 
fame time one came to inform Abu’lghazi Khan, that troops of the eneiw^ appeared on 
the other fide of the river : and in reality it was Abdolaziz Khan himfelf at the head of 
fixty thoufand men who having been informed, that the Khan of Karazm was going 
to befiege Karmina, by a beggar, whom that prince gave an alms to on the road, fet 
forward immediately, with all his forces. 

Abu’lghazi Khan, on the enemy’s approach, retired Icifurefy towards his troops ; 
which being about to pafs a little marfhy brook, he fent orders for them to halt on this 
lide. Mean time a thoufand horfemen in coats of mail, began to prefs him at the 
heels : on which the Khan, having gained a pafs, made his hundred men alight (as 
he did himfelf) the better to make ufe of their mufkets, and fent to order his army to 
return. After this he detached Yadigar Atalik ''the firft lord of his court) with 
thirty men, to attack the thoufand horfe at the entrance of the.defile, while he flood 
ready to fupport him with the reft. Yadigar executed his orders with fo much con- 
duct, that having firft ftunned the enemy, by a clever fire made on them near at hand, 
he knew fo well afterwards how to manage his fmall forces, by retiring or advancing, 
as eccafion ferved, that he difputed the pafs till Anufha Mahamet Bahadur Soltan 
(the Khan’s fon, then but fourteen years of age) came to his father’s aftiftance, 
at the head of fix hundred horfemen, with three hundred foot foldiers behind 
them. 


’ 1656. 


3 la the tranilation, Zardfui. 


5 In die tranilation, Jaizi. 
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Abu’lghazi Khan, upon this reinforcement, marched out of the defile to receive 
thofe thoufand men : but as in the interim the enemy's army had time to approach, 
they were quickly fupported by a great body of troops ; which having furrounded the 
Khan on all fides, would, doubtlefs, having mauled him fevcrcly, if he had not ordered 
his fon, Anufha Mahamet, with four hundred men, to fall furioufly on the right 
of a great fquadron, which blocked up the road to their army, while he attacked the 
left with the fix hundred that remained. This was executed with fo much fucccfs, 
that having forced the enemy’s troops on both fides, they made their way through 
them, anil rejoined their own, which advanced in Italic, to refeue their Khan from the 
danger he was in. 

As foon as he had put hitnfelf at the head of his army, he caufed it to march forward, 
under command of Anufha Mahamet, to attack the enemy’s forces, which began to 
appear ; and as foon as the reft of his troops arrived, he made them advance to the 
right and left of his fon, in order to fuftain him. Then the engagement becoming 
general, they fought a long time with equal fortune : but at length the juvenile courage 
of Anu 5 ha Mahamet prevailing (although the firft time he was at fuch an entertain- 
ment) the army of Abdolaziz Khan was defeated, notwithlranding its great fuperiority, 
and purfued as far as the above-mentioned river The rout was fo fignal, that a 
great number of the enemy, who could not gain the bridge, were drowned in the 
ft ream ; and their Khan himfelf, though much wounded, was obliged to pals it by 
fwimming, to avoid being taken. 

Abu’lghazi Khan returning to Khayuk with a great number of prifoners, gave a 
fplendid feaft to all his lords and great officers ; and after he had in public extolled the 
valour of his fon, refigned to him the city of Hazarafb, with fubjects lor its defence. 
Next year 1 2 the Khan again entered Great Bukharia, and took the city of Wardanfi; 
and caufingit to be lacked, returned loadcn with plunder and prifoners. Four years 
after 3 4 , he made another expedition thither; and advancing to the very walls of 
Bokhara, the capital of the w hole country, caufed all the villages within its jurildiction 
to be deftroyed : after which he encamped before the gate Namolga, with an 
intent to take the city ; but confidering that there would be no glory in fuch an exploit, 
at a time w'hcn the Khan was abfent at Samarkant, and that there were none but women 
and Tajiks, or burghers, in the place, he laid afide the delign till another opportunity, 
and returned with much booty, and many prifoners. 

Abu’lghazi Khan being now fixty years old, began to confider, that there was 
blood enough filed to fatisfy the paftion of revenging the murder of the Princes of his 
houle committed by Abdallah Khan; and that it would be acting againft the dictates of 
confidence to perfift any longer in giving diflurbance to a Prince, who w'as of the fame 
religion with himfelf, while he could more ufefully employ his arms againft the 
Kalmiiks and Perfians. Guided by thefo fentiments, he feat ambaffadors to Abdolaziz 
Khan, with proposals of peace ; which having been accepted, he recalled his troops 
from the border of Great Bukharia, and feat them towards the country of Khorafan. 
After this, he refigned the throne to his fon Anufha Mahamet Bahadur Soltan, 
with a defign to fpend the reft of his days in ferving God : but he died not long 
after, in the month of Ramadhan, in the year 1074% having regined twenty 
years 


1 It is much this river is not named, nor are the diftanccs and fituations of places markedMiftin&ly 

enough to he of. fuch lervicc in geography as might have been ex petted. 3 Being that called It, or 

the dog, anfwering to 1658. In that called Bars, or the tiger, corrcfppnding with 1660. 

4 1663, called 1 auihkan, or the hare. s Hiilory of the Turks, &e. p. 364, et fcq. 
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Chardin gives Abu’lghazi, or Abu’l Kazi (as he writes the name) a very advan- 
tageous character. He lays, that Prince knew fo well how to dilguife the natural 
barbarity of the Tartars, that you would have taken him for a Perfian, he behaved 
with fuch a grace and affability on all occafions ; fo that Shah Sefi (for difliu&ion lake 
called Mazi *) obferving him endowed with lo many rare qualities, admitted him 
into his mejels, or royal affoinblies, where he ranked hnn equal with the grantees 
of his kingdom, and for his maintenance affigned him penfions no way inconfid. Table.- 

The lame author informs us, that on Ins being brought 3 to lipalran, Sefi looked 
on him not as a robber, but a pri loner of war, and paid him all the honours due 
to a perfon of royal birth ; affigned him a revenue of fifteen hundred tomans, amounting 
to fix thoufand pounds ; gave him a ftately palace, richly furniffied, with a iuitable 
number of officers and retinue fo attend him, during the ten years he continued the^e. 
After his return ’ to Karazin, he proved a conftant friend to Perfia, keeping Subhan- 
kuli Khan ■, and Abdo’laziz Khan 6 of Bokora, in fuch awe, that as loon as either 
of them entered Perfia, he was in the bowels of their territories. 

But after his death, the crown deiernding to his fon, Enuffi Khan 7 , Abbas the 
fecond withdrew his penfion, which in kindnefs he had given his father : but the fon, 
who looked on it as a kind of tribute, paid by the Perfian monarch lo the King of 
Kareffim, or Orkcnj, to keep him from plundering his dominions, thought the furefl: 
way to recover it, or at lealt to make himfelf amends for the lofs, wmuld be to ravage 
the frontier provinces. To this purpofe he enters into a league with the two other 
Khans againlt Perfia, efpoufing the filter of the Prince oi Balk, and giving his own in 
marriage to him of Bokora. 

However, Abu’lghazi Khan having been of the Sbiyah fc£t, of which the Perfians 
are, and not of the Sunni perfualion, fuch as the Uzbeks’’ profeis ; l'.nufh Khan 
made open profeffion of the latter : but his allies, as a proof of his fincerity, required, 
that he ffiould begin the war fir ft, promifing next year to affifl him with all their forces. 
Hereupon the Prince of Orkcnj entered Perfia in the year 1 66 y, but met with a 
powerf ul refiftance : for Abbas having been informed of the confpiracy of thefe petty 
Kings, fet forward with a great army, rcfolving to conquer their territories, and annex 
Balk to his own dominions. The Uzbeks terrified at his approach, thought it belt to 
defift ; and next year fent their ambaffadors to beg a peace. 

On the death of Shah Abbas II. which happened foon after, the Tartars taking heart 
again, the Prince of Orkenj, in 1667, entered Merve Sava, with his Uzbeks* j who 
finding no refiitance, made ftrange havock ; nor could the governors have prevented 
it, if they had force enough, confidering with what fwiftnefs thofe people invade a 
country, and retire. Perfia being then governed by a young unexperienced Prince, 

1 The author fays, the name fignifies Father Arbiter : but Abu’lghazi fignifies the father of one who 
conquers on account of religion. 1 That is, the palled reign. J According to Chardin, he was made 
prifoner after a battle, in which the Uzbeks loll twelve or eighteen thoufand men. < The circum- 

ftances of his efcape are differently told by Chardin. 5 That is, the Prince, the flave of the pra’fe- 

worthy, meaning god. 6 Chardin writes Abdulliazizc Kaan, which fignifies the fervant of the 

Majcity, meaning divine Majelty. 7 That is, the lord of profit, the fame with Anufha Mahamet 

Bahadur Khan. Chardin writes them Yufbeks ; which, according to the Perfians, fignifies au 

hundred lords, to {hew that they an' governed by many Princes. He adds, that the ^ ufbeks rcjeft thu 
etymology as falfc and injurious, faying, it is compounded of Yufi, he, and bek, lord; as who (hall fay, 
he the lord, or he is the lord ; as if thefe were the only people on the earth, who are truly lords. — Corouatioa 
of Soleymun III. p. tiy. But in all likelihood this mull be amiftake, fiuce, according to the Uxbek 
hiftory, they take their name from Uzbek Khan, agreeable to a common cuftom among the Tartars ft 
general. » This muft be the territory of Marti, fo often mentioned before, and ior a time belonging 

to Karazm. 
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preparations to repel the enemy went on very flowly. At laft two great lords fet 
forward with four thoufand men, to join the forces already in Khorafan. Six weeks 
after, money was fent to pay the troops in that province, under a convoy of two 
hundred men : hut the Uzbeks getting intelligence of it, fent out a party three thou- 
fand ftrong ; who took their meafures fo well, that they carried off all the treafure, 
in fpfte of the troops that were detached to overtake them 

From this time we find but little mention in authors about the affairs of Karazm, till 
1714, when, according to Bentinck, Haji Mahamet Bahadur Khan, grandfon of 
Abu’lgttazi Khan, fent a minifter to Peterlburg, to treat of an alliance with the court 
of Ruflia \ Webber mentions this Prince, but calls him only the Khan of Uzbek, 
and fays, the defign of the embaffy was to prevail on Peter I. to oblige Ayuka Khan % 
his vaffal, not to join with the Princes his neighbours, or ftir them up againff him. 
On which condition he offered to aflift the Tfar with fifty thoufand horfe, at any time, 
and allow his karawans a pafiage through his dominions to China ; which journey might 
be performed on a good road in four months, whereas that through Siberia was very 
long and troublefome 4 . He propofed alfo to enter into a treaty of commerce with 
Ruflia, which would prove of great advantage. 

The ambaffador was Acherbi, about fifty years of age, of a lively and venerable 
afpeft, wearing a long beard, and an oftrich feather on his turban, which none but the 
chief lords wear. He faid his Khan was turned of twenty, and the year before married 
the King of Perfia’s eldeft daughter : that his country was called Uzbek and 
refidence Khiva, which conlifted only of tents and huts, but never fixed to a certain 
place 6 : that the Khan is a fovereign prince, but his authority limited by a fort of 
fenate : that he was able to raife two hundred thoufand horfemen ; in which number 
the Tfar judged were included all his male fubje&s, old and young : Laftly, that the 
country of Uzbek bordered on China, Hinduftan, and Perfia. Among other things 
it is mentioned, that the Tfar liked the ambaffador’s mufic well enough \ on which 
occafion it muff be obferved, that the inhabitants of Karazm were formerly very famous 
for their proficiency in that art 8 . 

Bentinck informs us, that between 1714 and 1724, when he wrote, there happened 
a revolution, of which he knew not the particulars 9 . Perhaps that mentioned by 
Nacchi the Jefuit IO , may relate to it. This miflioner takes notice, that fome years 
before he wrote, he faw the Prince of the Uzbeks pafs through Aleppo, in his way 
to Mohammed’s tomb, with an intention to live there a private life. His fon had 
rebelled, and having feized him, caufed his eyes to be put out, that he might have no 
longer hopes of re-afeending the throne. He marched on horfeback with his eyes 
bound up, conduced by fifty guards. But fince that time we underftand, fays Nacchi, 
that the fon died miferably, and his father was reftored 

It may be prefumed, that Haji Mahamet was the unnatural child, although the title 
of Haji, or pilgrim, better fuits the blind Prince : but Mahamet feems too young to 
have had fuch an enterprizing fon. However that be, in 1719 the Uzbeks- of Karazm. 
ought to have had a Khan of an enterprizing genius, and who could fee well to com- 
mand in perfon the expedition againff Beckowit. 

1 Chardin’s Coronation of Suleyman, p. u 6, ctfeq. 1 Hiftory of the Turks, &c. p. 373,10 the note. 

* See before, p. 401. a. 4 But Ihould that road be deferted, it would hinder the peopling of Siberia. 

* The'author miftook the name of the people, for that of the country. 6 That is, his fummer camp i« 

n»t fixed : but his winter refidence is Urjenz, or fome other city. , Prcfent ftate of Ruffia, vol. i. p. 20, 
et feq. * De la Croix’s hiftory of Genghiz Can, p.240. 5 Hiftory of the Turks, See. as before, 

0.373. 10 hie wrote between 1720 and 1724, when his memoirs were printed, in the fourth jtoroe of the 

Memoires des Millions en Syrie, et en Egypt. " See J ourney from Aleppo to Damafcus, p.8o, et feq. 

11 CHAP.. 
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CHAP. V. — A DESCRIPTION OF GREAT BUKHARIA. 

BOKHAR1A, Bukhara, Bogaria, Bokaria, or Bohayia, as it may be varioufly 
written, is the name given at prefent to all the country or traft of land between Karazm, 
and the great fandy defart bordering on China. It fignifies the country of theBukhars, 
which Abu’lghazi Khan informs us, is a Mongol word, implying a learned man : 
becaufe, adds he, all thofe, who have a mind to be inftru&ed in the languages and 
fciences, go into Bukharia *. Hence it appears that this name has been impofed by 
the Mongols, who conquered this region in the time of Jenghiz Khan. The fame 
author mentions the Bukhars elfewhere 1 ; but in thofe places the term feems to be 
reftrained to the inhabitants of the city of Bokhara. This vaft region is divided into 
two parts, the Great, and the Little Bukharia : but it is obfervable, that although 
Abu’lghazi Khans frequently fpeaks of the former, he never once mentions the latter ; 
which name, poflibly, may not be fo much in ufe with the Uzbeks ; or may have 
come in ufe only fince the Fduths, or Kalmuks, conquered the countries comprized 
under that denomination in the Iaft century. Both names are in ufe with the Ruffians, 
from whom they came to us. 

SECT. I. THE NAMES, EXTENT, SITUATION, AND PROVINCES OF GREAT 

BUKHARIA. 

Names , Bukharia. — Mawara' Inahr. — Turdn.— -Uzbeks Country : — Its Situation and 

Extent : — Soil and Produce : — Divi/ion. 

THE country of Great Bukharia is nearly the fame with that, called by the Arabs, 
Mawara’lnahr : which fignifies, what lies beyond the river, meaning the Jihun or 
Amu, by the Greeks, Oxus ; and is little other than a tranilation of Tranfoxana, the 
name given by the fame ancients to thofe provinces. Under this appellation was 
comprehended all the fpace of country thofe powers pofTefled beyond that river, which, 
at different times, was of different dimensions. Although generally Mawara’lnahr 
fignified all the lands between the Jihun, and the Sihun 3 , now called Sir, which 
feparated them from thofe of the ifurks ; who, during the dominion of the Arabs 
in thefe parts, fpread very far over Grand Tartary. However, Abu’lghazi Khan, 
though in fome places he feems to ufe the words Great Bukharia and Mawara’lnahr, 
to denote the fame country ; yet, in other places, the firft name feems to be more limited, 
and even reftrained to the territories of the Khan of Bokhara, one of the three powers 
into which Great Bukharia is divided. 

Great Bukharia is alfo comprized under the name of Turan 4 , or the country of 
the Turks s ; which is likewife given, by the Arabs and Perfians, to the countries 
north of the Amu, in oppofition to Iran, or Pcrfia at large, lituate to the fouth of 
that river ; and includes a confiderable part of what fell in divifion to Jagatay Khan, 
fecond fon of Jenghiz Khan, from whole *defcendants the Uzbeks conquered it. But 
here it muft be obferved, that Abu’lghazi Khan ufes the word Turin in a different 


* See hiftory of the Turks, &c. p. 108. 1 The fame, p. 142, et feq. 3 By the Greeks, 

Jaxartes. 4 Abu’lfcda fays, the name of Turan is given to all Mawara’lnahr, t.iat is, the countries 

belonging to the Hayatelah. So thofe people were called by the Arabs : but by the Perfians, Abtelah, or 
Water of Gold. Thefe are the Ephthalites of the Byzantine hiftorians. s Or of Tur, from whom 

the Perfians fay the Turks are defeended. 
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fenfe, namely, to denote the countries lying between the river Sir, and the Icy Sea 
or, perhaps, mor® particularly Siberia : For he tells us, that Kuchum, or Kujum 
Khan was driven by the Ruffians, out of the country of Turan 1 ; and it appears 
from the Ruffian hiitory, that he refided at Siber (near Tobolfkoy) then the capital 
of Siberia ’. However, we*incline to think with the Engliffi tranflator, that inftead 
of Turan, in that place it ffiould be written Tura : and this opinion 4 feems confirmed, 
by a paffage in Abu’lghazi Khan's hiitory, where the country of Tura is exprefsly 
mentioned, together with Rullia and Bulgaria ; without doubt, to fignify the country 
about the river Tura, in Siberia, which falls into the Obi, over againft Tobolfkoy. 

As our early geographers gave this country the name of Zagatay, or J.igatay, frmn 
Jagatay Khan, to whole ffiare it fell, fo the more modern call it Uzbek, from its 
prefent poffefTors ; as if the name of the conquerors muff neceffarily pafs to the 
conquered dominions. But if any part of this great continent (adds the tranflator) 
ought to be called fo, it ffiould be that fituate between the rivers Jaik and Sir ; from 
whence the Uzbeks came, and to which Mirkond refers, when he tells us ', Shaybek 
Khan came from Uzbek, and drove Mirza Babor, the firft Great Mogul, out of 
Mawara’lnahr. After all, continues he, thefe arc names given by foreign hiflorians, 
and geographers, to countries, and which are Entirely unknown to the natives 

Great Bukharia (which feems to comprehend Sogdiana and Baktriana of the 
ancients, with their dependencies) is fituate between the thirty-fourth and forty-fixth 
degrees of latitude, and between the feventy-fixth and ninety-fecond degrees of 
longitude. It is bounded on the north by the river Sir, which feparates it from the 
dominions of the Eluths, or Kalmuks : on the eaft by the kingdom of Kaffigar, in Little 
Bukharia on the eaft : the dominions of the Great Mogul and Perfia on the fouth ; 
and the country of Karazm on the weft : being about leven hundred and fixty miles 
long from weft to eaft, and feven hundred and twenty broad from fouth to north. 

According to Bcntinck, nature has denied nothing to this fine country to make living 
in it agreeable. The mountains abound with the richeft mines ; the vallies are of an 
aftonifhing fertility, in all forts of fruits and pulfe ; the fields are covered with grafs 
the height of a man ; the rivers fwarm with excellent fiffi ; and wood, which is fo 
fcarce all over Grand Tartary ; , is found here in great plenty in feveral parts. In ffiort, 
it is the bell cultivated and inhabited of all the northern Afia. But all thefe bleffings 
are of very little ufe to the Tartar inhabitants, whotire naturally fo lazy, that they would 
rather go fteal, or rob and kill their neighbours, than apply themfelves to improve the 
benefits which nature fo liberally offers them y . 

Great Bukharia is fubdivided into three great provinces, viz. thofe of Proper Buk- 
haria, Samarkant, and Balk. Each of thefe three countries hath commonly its par- 
ticular Khan ; but at prefent the Khan of Bukharia is in poffeffion of the province 
of Samarkant : fo that all which lies to the north of the Amu, and alio the eaftern 4 part 
of what lies to the fouth of that river, being in his hands, makes him a^ery powerful 
Prince. 

• 

* Hiitory of the Turks, Sc c. p.141. 1 The fame, p.209. 3 The fame, part 2. p.622. 

4 The fame, part 1. p.131. 51 Tcixeira’s hiitory of the Kings of Perfia, 0.319. 6 See 

hiitory of the Turks, as before, p 452, et feq. 7 The author fays, over the reft of Grand Tartary* 

thus making Bukharia a part of it; but improperly, we think, * Hiftory of the Turks, as before, - 

P* 455*- 9 Rather, we fhould think, the weftern part, 
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i . The Province of Proper Bukhdria. 

Proper Bukharia. — Provinces , Duruganata : — Gordi/b ; — Kuzin and Karmyia. — Bokhara City. — 
The Water unwholefome. — High Brief}. — The Khan. — Re/igiouf Wars. — The Coin. — Com- 
merce there, with other Nations : — Bafy Duties. — Karmina. — iV ardanfi. — Karjh. — Zamin, 
or Zam. — Pajrcf the River AniCt. 

THE province of Proper Bukharia, or Bokhara, is the mod weftern of the three, 
having on the weft Karazm ; on the north a defart, called by the Arabs, Gaznah*; on 
the eaft the province of Samarkant ; and, on the fouth, the river Amu. It may be 
about three hundred and eighty miles long, and three hundred broad. 

Abu’lghazi Khan, in the hiftory of his wars, mentions feveral provinces and 
towns in Proper Bukharia, fomo of which the French editor gives an account of. 
With regard to the provinces, that author fpeaks of four, viz. Duruganata, Gordilh, 
Kuzin, and Karmina. 

The country of Duruganata is a large province, bordering on that of Yanghiarik 
in Karazm. Gordiih, a large province alfo, towards the frontiers of Karazm, is one of 
the mod agreeable and fruitful in Great Bukharia : it is alio very populous, and well 
cultivated. Kuzin and Karmina, arc two little provinces, fituate towards the middle 
of Proper Bukh&ria ‘. The towns of Proper Bukharia, or Great Bukharia, mentioned 
by Abu’lghazi Khan, are chiefly Bokhara, Zam, Wardanfi, Karakul, Siuntzbala, Karlhi, 
Zarjui, Nerfem, and Karmina. 

The city of Bokhara, or Boghar, according to Jenkinfon, is fituated in the Ioweft 
part of all the country, and, by his obfervation, in thirty nine degrees ten minutes 
latitude, twenty ftages from Urjenz. It is of great extent, and fortified with a high 
wall made of earth. It is divided into three parts, whereof the caftle of the Khan, who 
refid as here, and what depends on it, takes up one : the nutrias, officers of the court, 
and thofe belonging to that Prince’s retinue, the fecond part : the third, which is 
biggeft, being pofl'dfed by the burghers, merchants, and other inhabitants. In this 
laft divifion, every trade, or profellion, has its particular quarter. The houfes, for the 
inoft part, are of earth ; but the temples, and many other ftructures, as well private as 
public, are of ftone % fumptuoufly built and gilt ; especially the baths which are fo 
artfully contrived, that the like is not in the world. 

The water of the little river that runs through the city, is very bad, breeding in 
the legs of thofe who drink it, worms an ell long, between the flefh and the {kin ; 
which working out about an inch every day, are rolled up, and thus extracted : but 
if they break in the operation, the patient dies. For all this inconveniency, it is there 
forbidden to drink any other liquor, but water and mares’ milk : fuch as break that 
law being whipped through the markets. There are officers appointed to fearch all 
houfes for aqua vine, wine or brag 3 ; and in cafe they find any, to break the velfels, 
fpoil the drink, and punifh the owners : nay, often, if a man’s breath fmells with ftrong 
liquor, he incurs a good drubbing. . 

This great llriftnefs is owing to the metropolitan (or head of the law) in Bokhara, 
who is more obeyed than the King : nay, he depofes him at pleafure, as he did the 
King, who reigned when Jenkinfon was there, and his predcceffor, flaying him in his 
chamber in the night-time. 

1 Iliftory of the Turks, &c. p. 462. ’ Bcntinck fays, they are of brick. 1 Or, braga, as in 

Abu’lghazi Khan’s hiftory. 

The 
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The King hath no great power, or riches. His revenues are but fmall, and he is 
maintained chiefly ’oy the city : for he takes the tenth of all things there fold, to the 
great impoveri(hir t ent of the people ; and when he wants money to pay his debts, fends 
his officers to tal.te gjpods from the (hop-keepers upon credit, whether they will, or not. 
Thus he a£ked to pay Jeflkinfon for nineteen pieces of kerfey. However, that gen- 
tleman w?,s very civilly treated by him who feigned in 1559. He c^ten lent for, and 
difcouvied with him about the laws, religion, and power of the European countries. At 
his baftancc likewife, he fent an hundred armed men -in purfuit of robbers, who had 
attacked his karawan : four of whom being taken, were hanged, and part of his goods 
reftored. 

The country of Boghar was formerly fubjeft to the Pcrfians, and the Perfian lan- 
guage is there fpoken : but the Bogharians are continually at war with thofe neigh- 
bours, on account of religion, although both nations are Mohammedans. They like- 
wife quarrel with them, becaufc they will not cut the hair off their upper lips, as they 
and all other Tartars do. This they reckon a great fin, and for that reafon call them 
Kafrs, that is, unbelievers, as they do the Chriilians. Ten days after Jenkinfon left 
the city, the king of Samarkant came and befieged it, in abfence of that Prince, who 
was at war with one of his kinfmen. 

They have no gold coin at Bukhara, and but one piece of filver worth twelve-pence 
Englifh. Their copper money is called pooles, whereof one hundred and twenty go to 
the filver-piece ; which is not fo commonly ufed in payment as the copper, the King 
caufing it to rife and fall every other month, and fometimes twice a month. 

As to the trade of Bukhara, Jenkinfon obferves, that in his time there was a great 
refort of karawans from India, Pcrfia, Balk, Ruffia, and other countries : but he adds, 
that the merchants are fo poor, and bring fo few wares, which yet they mult wait two 
or three years to fell, that there is no hopes of any trade there worth following. The 
Indians brought nothing but white calicos, and carried back wrought filks, red hides, 
(laves, horfes, and 1‘uch like ; but would not traffic for kerfeys, and other cloth. 

ThePerfians brought krafka, woollen and linen cloth, wrought filks, argomaks, and 
the like ; carrying from thence red hides, with other wares of Ruffia, and (laves of divers 
countries. The cloth they had from Aleppo in Syria, and other parts of Turkey ; there- 
fore would buy none of Jenkinfon’s. The Ruffians carried red hides, (heep-(kins, woollen 
cloths, wooden veffels, bridles, faddles, and fuch like , which they exchanged for ca- 
licos, filks, krafka, and other wares ; but the vent is very fmall. Formerly karawans 
came from Kathay 1 , when the way was open. They were nine months on the journey, 
and brought mu(k, rffubarb, fatin, damalk, and other goods : but that commerce had 
been obftru&ed for two or three years, by the wars which continued to diftraft the 
countries of Talken and Kafgar two cities that lie in the way 4 . 

Bentinck, who feems to have taken his defeription of Bokhara wholly from Jenkinfon, 
obferves further, that this city is conveniently fituated for trade with the above-men- 
tioned countries ; and that the duties commonly paid there are very moderate, not 
amounting to quit*? three per cent. But that on account of the extraordinary oppref- 
fion, which the foreign merchants continually meet with there, the trade is very (mail 
at prefent. However, from hence the dominions of the Great Mogul, and part of 
Perfia, are fupplied with all forts of dried fruits, of an exquifite flavour 


Bentinck fays, the money of Perfia and the Indies is current here alfo. 1 Or, China. * Or, 
Tafhkam and Kathgar. ’I liofc poople, who were at war with Tathkant, now the capital of the Eafttrn 
*1 ui keft. ii, were the Kodaks. 4 Jenkinfon’s voyage to 13ogliur, in Purcli. Pilgr. vol, iii. p. 2 39* 

1 Hiftory of the Turks, &c. p. 465 , et icq. 

The 
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The lame author gives fome account of three or four more of the cities belonging to 
Proper Bukharia. Karmina is fituate in the province of the fame name, towards 
the frontiers of Karazm, to the north-weft of Bukhara j and is but inconfiderable at 
prefent. 

Wardanli lies to the weft of the fame city, near the Hbrders of Karazm. It is a 
pretty large, fcambling town, inhabited by the Bukhars, who traffic into Perfia and 
Karazm. 

Karfhi is fituate on the north fide of the Amfi ', and is at prefent one of the beft 
towns in Great Bukharia, being large, populous, and better built than any other in that 
country. The neighbouring lands are exceeding fertile in all forts of fruits and pulfe, 
and its inhabitants drive a great trade in the north parts of the Indies. 

Zamin 1 is a fmall town upon the right (or north) fide of the Amil, towards the 
borders of Perfia. It is remarkable for nothing but its paflage over that river, which 
is of great advantage to the Uzbeks of Great Bukharia, in their expeditions on that 
fide 3 . 


2. The Province of Samar kant . 

Pounds and Extent : — Samarlcant City : — The Cajlle Famous Academy: — The River: — Silk Paper: 

Fruits. — Otrar , or Farab. — Kojand and Termed. — KdJlj — Anghien.—Map of Bukharia. 

THIS province, called Mawara’lnahr, by Bentinck, lies to the eaft of Proper Bu- 
kharia, and north of Balk. It extends as far as the borders of Kaffigar in Little Bu- 
kharia ; being about five hundred and forty miles long from weft to eaft, and five 
hundred broad from fouth to north. 

This country, formerly, was full of flourifhing cities ; moft of which are now 
ruined, or much decayed. The chief of all is Samarkant, or Samarkand 4 , fituated on 
a river and valley called Sogd s , in the latitude of thirty-nine degrees, thirty-feven mi- 
nutes, twenty-three feconds, according to the obfervation of Ulugbeg, who reigned 
here in 1447. It is feven days’ journey to the north-caft of Bokhara. It falls Ihort, 
at prefent, fays Bentinck, of being fo fplendid as it was in times paft : yet it is (till very 
large, and well peopled. It is fortified with ftrong bulwarks of earth % and its buildings 
are much in the lame condition with thofe of Bokhara, excepting that one finds feveral 
private houfes built of ftone, there being fome quarries 7 about the town. 

The caftle appointed for the refidence of the Khans, is one of the moft fpacious : but 
as at prefent this province has no particular Khan, it falls infenfibly to ruin ; for when, 
the Khan of Grea.t Bukharia comes in the fummer to pafs fome months at Samarkant, 
he ufually encamps in the meadows near the city. 

The academy of fciences in that city, is one of the moft famous among the Mo- 
hammedans, who refort from' all the neighbouring countries to perform their ftudies 
there. * 

The little river, which pafles by the town, and falls into the Amu s , would be of 
great convenience to the place, by opening a communication with the neighbouring 

* It lies between Bokhara and Samarkant. Timfir-beg ufually encamped with his army near this city. 
Karfhi fignifies a palace, a name given to Nakfhab, or Ncfef. It Hands on the river T&m. ^Called 

alfo Samm. and Zam. * Hiftory of the Turks, as before, p.464, etfcq. * Written by fome, , 

Samarakand. s Hence the Sogdiana of the ancients. 6 Abu’lfeda fays, it had a wide ditch 

round the walls* 7 The fame author fays, they are dug in a hill called Kuhak, and that the ftreets are 
£aved with Hones. 8 To the fouth-wefl : others make it to rife a few miles eaft of the Amti, and 

fall into a lake to the eaft of Samarkant, 


dmiaions. 
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dominion^ if the inhabitants had but the induflry to make it navigable f . But for trade 
to flourifli, there would require another kind of mailer than the Mohammedan Tartars. 

It is faid, that Samarkant furnifhes the beautifulleft filk paper made in all Afia, which 
makes it in great requell throughout the eafl. The countiy produces pears, apples, 
raifms, and melons, of an exquifite talle, and in fuch plenty, that it fupplies the 
empire of the Great Mogul, and a part of Pcrfia with them. 

The other remarkable cities in this province were Otrar, Zarnuk, Kojand, Kafh, 
Saganian, Walhjerd, and Termed: but of thefe we meet with fcarce any account in 
modern travellers. Otrar, called by* the Arabs, Farab, is the moll diflant city from 
the capital, and lies almoft due north. It (lands in the mod north-well part of the 
province, on a finall river, which two leagues thence falls northward into the Sir *, 
This place is famous for the death of Timur-beg, or Tamerlan, in 1405 ; *and though 
not confidcrable at prefent, was the capital of Turkcftan, when that kingdom was in its 
flourifhing date under Kavar Khan, before-mentioned. 

Kojand, or Kojend, lies feven dages to the north-eaft of Samarkant, and four fouth 
of Tafhkant, or AHhafh, on the river Sir, being a famous padage over that river, as 
Termed is over the Amu. Saganian and Walhjerd are feated uii the river Saganian, 
that falls into the Amu. Kafli lies not far to the cad of Karfhi, and fouth of Samar- 
kant. Timur-beg was Prince of this city before he role to his greatnefs. 

To thefe places may be added Anghien, which is the mod eadern town of note in 
Great Bukhara, danding near its borders towards K fhgar, and not far fiom the fource 
of the Sir, on whofe northern bank it is fituate, in the latitude of forty degrees; ac- 
cording to the Jefuits maps of Tibet, drawn from the journals of Chinefe and Tartar 
travellers. For exhibiting the country from thence, to the Cafpian Sea thole mif- 
fioners tranfmitted memoirs, which were put into the hands of M»*. Danville, in order 
to make a general map of Tatary : but as thofe memoirs are not publifhcd with the red 
by Du Halde, nor any marks inferted in this map by roads, or otherwife, whereby one 
may trace or didinguifh the places to which thofe memoirs relate; we are quite at a 
lofs to know how far they were of ufe to that fkilful geographer, in drawing the part 
which concerns Great Bukhara, more particularly as to the courfe of the Sir with the 
countries and rivers to the north of it, wherein his map differs fo widely from and 
feems to excel all others. 


j. The Province of Balk . 

Bounds and Extent : —Soil and Produce: — Inhabitants civilized . — City of Ball: — The Kharis Ca/Ile: 
Its Trade. — Anderdb. — Lapis Lazuli ^ tarries . — Badagf.nl a. — Alines of Gold, Silver , and 
Rubies. ~—Beltir-tdg, 

A 

THE province of Balk or Balkh, lies to the fouth of the province of Samarkant, 
and eaft of that of Proper 13 ukharia. It is about three hundred and fixty miles long, 
and two hundred and forty in breadth. 

Bentinck obferves; that although this part is but frnall, in comparifon of all the reft, 
which is in the hands of the Khan of Bukharia ; yet being extremely fertile, and tho- 
roughly cultivated, the Prince, in whofe poffeffion it is, draws a fair revenue out of it. 
This province particularly abounds with filk, of which the inhabitants make very pretty 
fluffs. 

1 Abn’lfeda fays, the water was conveyed by leaden pipes into the city. See his Defer. Chorafmia, 
Icc. p. 62 . - Called, formerly, Jihun, and AUhalh. 

12 The 
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The Uzbeks, fubjeft to the Khan of Balk, are the moll civilized of all who in- 
habit Great Bukharia, to which the large trade they have with the Perfians and Indians, 
in all likelihood, contributes much ; excepting in this, and that they are Ids thievifh, 
and more indudrious, they •differ in nothing from the other Tatars'. 

The country of Balk is divided into fevcral provinces : the rnofl remarkable are 
Khotlan, or Katlan, Tokhareftan, and Badaglhan. Its chief cities are Balk, Fariyab, 
Talkan, Badaglhan, and Anderab. 

r l'he city of Balk is lituate towards the borders of Perfia, about fifty miles to the 
fouth of Termed, on the river Dchalk, which about forty miles thence to the north- 
well falls into the Amu. Bcntinck informs us, that Balk is at prefent the moll con- 
lidcrable of all the towns poflelfed by the Mohammedan Tatars, being large, fair, and 
well-peopled : mod of its buildings are of Hone, or brick ; and its fortifications confift 
of bulwarks of earth, fenced without with a flrong wall, high enough to cover thofe 
employed in its defence. 

The Khan’s callle is a great building, after the eaffern falhion, built almoft wholly 
of marble, dug out of the neighbouring mountains, which afford fine quarries of it. 
Iris jealoufy alone which has hitherto prelerved this Prince in the pofieflion of his do- 
minions, as it is fure to find him a fupport from one of the neighbouring powers, when 
the other appears difpofed to feize his territories. 

All foreigners having free liberty to tranlacl their affairs in this city, it is become the 
refort of all the bufinefs carried on between Great Bukharia and the Indies ; to which 
the fine river above-mentioned, which pafles through its fuburb, contributes not a 
little. Merchandizes pay two per cent, going in and coming out ; but thofe who only 
travel as paffengers, pay nothing at all in this place. 

The town of Anderab is the mofl fouthern, which the Uzbeks poffefs at prefent ; 
being lituate at the foot of the mountains which feparate the dominions of Perfia, and 
the Great Mogul from Great Bukharia. As there is no other way of eroding thofe 
mountains towards India with beads of carriage, but by the road through this city, all 
travellers and goods from Great Bukharia, defigned for that country, mud pals this 
way ; on which account the Khan of Balk condantly maintains a good number of 
loldiers in the place; though otherwife it is not very ftrong. 

The neighbouring mountains afford very rich quarries of lapis lazuli, in which the 
Bukhar inhabitants drive a great trade with the merchants of India and Perfia. For the 
red, Anderab is very rich, and well peopled, confidering it is but fmall. Merchandizes 
pay there four per cent, for liberty of pafling. 

Badaglhan is fituate at the foot of thole high mountains " which feparate the do- 
minions of the Great Mogul from Grand Tartary. It is a very ancient city, and ex- 
ceeding drong, by its fituation in the mountains. It is dependent on the Khan of 
Proper Bukharia, and ferves him for a kind of date prilbn, where he fhuts up thofe 
from whom he thinks it convenient to fecure himfelf. 

This town is not very big ; but it is well enough built, and very populous. The 
inhabitants are enriched by the mines of gold and filver, as well .as rubies, which are 
in their neighbourhood ; thofe who dwell at the foot of the mountains gathering a 
great quantity of gold and filver dull in fpring out of the channels, made every year 
by the torrents, which fall in abundance from the top of thofe mountains, when the 
lnow melts • . • 


' Mitlory of the Turks, &c. p. 466. 

‘ Hilton of the Turks, &c. p. ^66, ct fcq. 


1 Thefe arc called Itelur Tag, or the dark mountain*. 
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Thofe mountains are called, in the Mongol language, Belur Tag, or the dark moun- 
tains : in them rifes the river Amu, there called Harrat ; on the north fide of which 
Badaklhan Hands, about one hundred miles from its fource. Its diftance, from Balk, 
is about two hundred and thirty ; and from Anghien, in the province of Samnrkant, 
two hundred and ten. It is a great thoroughfare of the karawans defigned for Little 
Bukharia, or China, which take the fame road. 

SECT. II. THE INHABITANTS OF GREAT BUKHARIA, THEIR 'MANNERS AND 

CUSTOMS. 

THE inhabitants of Great Bukharia are, t. The Bukhars, or Tajiks, who are 
the ancient inhabitants. 2. The Jagatays, or Mongols, who fettled there under Ja- 
gatay, fccond Ion of Jenghiz Khan : and, 3. The Uzbek Tartars, who arc the prefeiit 
polTeflors. 

I. The Bukhars , or Tajiks . 

TV Buhhdrs:— their Per jo ns. — Men s l)rrfs — Womens Habit . — Religion. — Trade . — Averfe to 

War.— Thar Origin unknown. 

ALL the towns, both of Great and Little Bukharia from the borders of Karazm 
as far as China, are inhabited by the Bukhars ; who being the ancient inhabitants of 
thofe provinces, have that name given them throughout the call : butthe Tartars com- 
monly call them Tajiks ; which word, in their language, fignifies nearly the lame as 
burgefs l , or citizen. 

The Bukhars are commonly of the ordinary fize, but well fet, and very fair com- 
plexioned, confidering the climate. They have, for the molt part, large eyes, black 
and lively ; are hawk-nofed ; their faces well fhaped : their hair black and very line ; 
their beards thick : infhort, theypartake nothing of the deformity of the Tartars, among 
whom they inhabit. The women, who are generally large, and well lhaped, have fine 
complexions, and very beautiful features. 

Both men and women ufe calico fhifts and drawers : but the men wear, befides a 
kaftan (or veil) of fome quilted filk or calico, which reaches to the calf of the leg ; 
with a round cloth bonnet, fhaped much after the Polifh falhion, having a large fur 
border; fome alfo wear turbans, like the Turkifh. They tie their kaftans about the 
middle with a girdle of a kind of filk crape, which goes fevcral times round the body; 
and when they go abroad throw over it a long cloth gown faced and even lined in win- 
ter with fur. Their boots are made like the Pcrfian bufkins, but not altogether fo neat ; 
and they have the art of preparing horfe hides for the purpofe, after a very fmgular 
manner. 

The women wear long gowns of calico or filk, which are pretty full, and hang loofe 
about the body. Their flippers are (haped like thofe worn by the women in tin- north 
of the Indies ; and they cover their heads with a little flat, coloured bonnet, lotting 
their hair hang down the back in trefles, adorned with pearl and other jewels. 

All the Bukhars profefs the Mohammedan religion, nearly after the Turkilh form, 
except in fome few ceremonies. They fubfift entirely by following mechanic trades 
or commerce, which is wholly in their hands, neither the Kalmuks nor Uzbek Tartars 
meddling with it. But as feldom any foreign merchants arrive among them, efpeciaky 

* In contempt for their living wholly in towns, and following merchandize : whereas the Tartars prefer 
the held, and treat commerce as a bafe, mean employment. 

• in 
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in thofe parts where the Mohammedan Tartars are inafters, the Bukhars go in crowds 
to China, the Indies, Perfia, and Siberia, where they trade to very conliderable ad- 
vantage. 

Although they poffefs all the towns of thefe provinces, they never meddle wiih arms 
upon any account, and trouble thcmfelvcs only about their own affairs ; paying the 
Kalmuks and Uzbek Tartars, who are in poffeUion of the country *, a certain tribute, 
regulated yearly for every town and village. On this account the Tartars defpife them 
extremely, treating them as cowardly, fhnplc people, as may be obferved in feveral 
places of Abu’lghazi Khan’s hiftory before inferted. 

The Bukhars thcmfelvcs are utterly at a lofs whence they draw their origin \ how- 
ever they know by tradition, that they are not originally of Bukharia, but came tftithcr 
from feme diflant country. They are not divided into tribes, like the Tartars, and many 
other eallern people : whence thofe who labour to reconcile f acred hiftory with pro- 
fane, take occafion to furmife, that they are the descendants of the twelve tribes of 
ifrael whom Salmanafler, King of Aflyria, carried into the kingdom of the Medes 4 . 
lo fupport this conjecture it is obferved > that the Bukhars have much the appearance 
of Jews, and many cuftoms not unlike theirs * : but the author thinks fuch fnnilitudes 
too weak for being convincing proofs \ 

2. The J a gat ay Tartar's. 

TVER fince the time of Jagatay Khan, fecond fon of Jenghiz Khan, who had for 
his {hare Great Bukharia and Karazm 7 , thofe provinces bore the name of Jagatay, and 
his Tartar (or Mongol) fubjetts, whom he brought along with him, that of Jagatay 
Tartars ; till Shabakht Soltan, having driven out the defeendants of Tamerlan, the 
name of Jagatays gave place to that of Uzbeks : which, fays the author, our geogra- 
phers do not obferve, continuing ftill to give the name of Jagatay to Great Bukharia, 
although it has ceafed above two hundred years ago. However, it is ftill ufed to dif- 
tinguifh the Tartars who firft pofleffed that country, from thofe who are the prefent 
maftersof it, although both, making now bur one mixed body, are comprized under 
the general name of Uzbeks. On the other hand, the troops of the Great Mogul of 
India are called Jagatays by the Orientals ; becaufe they were the Jagatays who con- 
quered it % under Soltan Babor, after he had been expelled out of Great Bukharia. 

3. The Uzbek Tartars of Great Bukharia . 

The Uzbeks : — their Drefs , Diet, Language, Arms : — robujl and brave : — • the IT omen warlike : — 
their Horjes : — always at W ar : — few dwell in Towns. 

TIIE Uzbeks who pofiefs this country, are generally reputed the moft civilized of 
all the Mohammedan Tartars, notwithstanding they are great robbers, like the reft. 
As low as their boots, which they wear very clouierly, they are clothed, men and 
women, after the Pcrfian fafhion, but not at all fo cleverly j and the chief among them 
wear a plume of white heron’s feathers on their turbans. 

* The Uzbeks are in poffeflion of Great Bukharia, and the Kalmuks of the Lefler. ; The author 

would have done well to have fatisfied his readers, whether the Bukhars he the fame people with the Sarts 
of Kara /.in, or not ; and if not, to have mentioned in what refpe&s they differ. * Methinks U\eir not 

being divided into tribes, is an argument again!!, not for, this idle notion. - 2 Kings, xviii. 

- It cannot be otherwife, in conlequencc of their being Mohammedans. ^ 6 Hiftory of the 'Burks, &c. 
p. 455, el feq. 7 Rather the call part or it, containing Kat and Kayuk, with the country of the 

Vig.af in \ghurs and Kaftigar, which comprizes Little Bukharia. * Hiftory of the Turks, &c. 

p. 458, ei iOq. 
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Pillaw (which is boiled rice, after thcfafhion of the Orientals,") and horfe flclh, are 
their mod delicious victuals ; kumis and arack, both made of mares’-milk their com- 
mon drink. 

Their language is a mixture of the Turkifh, Perfian, and Mongol tongues : yet they 
are able to underftand the Persians, and the Perfians them. 

Their anus are much the fame with the reft of the Tartars, viz. the fabre, the dart, 
the lance, and the bow of a larger lize than ordinary, which they make ufe of with 
much drength and dexterity. They have begun, for Ionic time pad, to ufe mufkets, 
after the Perfian manner. When they go to war, a great part of their cavalry wear 
coats of mail, and a little buckler to defend them. 

The Tartars of Great Bukharia pique themfelvcs on being the mod robud and brave 
of all the Tartars ; and they mud needs be a courageous people, feeing the Perfians, 
who are naturally very brave, are yet in feme meafuro afraid of them. The women 
alfo of this country value themfelvcs on account of their bravery. Bernier relates to 
this purpofe a very romantic account, which was given him by the Khan of Samarkant's 
ambadador to Aureng Zeb. The truth is, that the Tartar women of Great Bukharia 
go often to war with their hulbands, and do not fear coming to blows upon occafion. 
They are, for the mod part, very well made, and tolerably handfomc ; nay, fome of 
them may pafs for perfect beauties in any country. 

The horfes of thefc Tartars make but a very forry appearance, having neither bread 
nor buttocks, the neck long and drait, like a dick, and the legs very high, and no 
belly. They are, befides, of a frightful leannefs : for all this, they are exceeding 
fwift, and almod indefatigable. They are eafily maintained ; a little grafs, though ever 
fo indifferent, and even a little mofs, fatisfying them in cafe of need : lo that thefc arc 
the bed horfes in the world for the ufe the Tartars make of them. 

They are continually at war with the Perfians, the fine plains of the province of 
Khorafan favouring their incurfions : but they cannot penetrate into the dominions of 
the Great Mogul, for the high mountains which feparate them, and are inaccelfiblc to 
their cavalry. 

Such of them as feed upon their cattle, live under huts, like their neighbours the 
Kaltnuks, encamping fometiines here, fometimes there, according to their convenicncy : 
but thofe who cultivate the lands, dwell in the villages and hamlets, very few of them 
living in the cities Sr towns, which are all poffeffed by the Bukhars, or ancient 
inhabitants J . 


SECT. III. *— THE KHANS OF GREAT BUKHARIA. 

Introduction. — As we do not propofe to give a complete hidory of the feveral 
races of the Kings of this country, but only of fuch as defeended from the famous Jen- 
ghiz Khan ; we lhall refer our readers for thofe who preceded the times of that Khan, 
to the tranflations of Almakin and Abu’lfaraj % with the extrads given by Teixeira 
and D’Herbelot 3 , from other Oriental hidorians. ’l he fucceflion of the Mogul Khans 
is divided into two races, or branches : the fird that of the Jagatays, or thofe who de- 
feended immediately from Jagatay, fecond fon of Jenghiz Khan : the fecund that of the 
Uzbeks, who derive their origin from Juji, elded fon of that conqueror. Of the fird 

’ Hiftory of the T urks, &c. p. 458, et feq. 1 Both from the Arabic : the lirft by Erpenius, 

under the title of “ Hiltoria Saracen ica the fecond by Dr. Pocock, and fl y led “ Hiltoria Compendiofa 
Dynaftiarum.” J The firtt iu the Hiftory of Peril a ; the fecond in his “ Bibliothequc Oricntalc.” 

Abu’lghazi 
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Abu’lghazi gives a regular hiftory, though in brief, and not accompanied throughout 
with the dates and lengths of the reigns. Of the Uzbek Khans of Great Bukharia, 
he treats only occafionally, on account of the wars, or alliances, that happened between 
them, and the Khans of Karazm. 

1 . The Khans defeended from Jagatay Khan. 

Jagatay Khan . — Kara Hulahu Khan , — Doyzi Khan . — Yafun Tim fir Khan . — AH Soltan Khan . 

Kazan Khan . — Amir Kazagatu — Seyruk Tamijb Khan . — Togluh Timur Khan . — Amir Timur 

Khan. 

JAGATAY Khan had fomething fo very fevere in his afpecl, that every body was 
afraid to look at him : but he had a vail: deal of wit, on which account it was that 
Jenghiz Khan gave him, for his fharc, all the country of Mawara’lnahr, and half of 
Karazm, as well as the Vigors and cities of Kalhgar, Badagflnin, Balk, and Gafnah, 
with their dependencies, as far as the river Sir-indi, or Indus, However, he never 
refided in his dominions, but with his brother Ugaday (or Oktay, at Karakoram) leaving 
proper perfons to govern in his abfence. He had (even Ions, Mutugan, Muzi, Baida 
Shah, Saghin-lalga, Sarmans, Bulfu-munga, and Baydar. 

Jagatay dying in 1242% he was fucceedcd by his grandfon Kara Hulaku, fon of 
Mutugan ; who deceafing while his fon Mubarak Shah was yet very young, his mother, 
Argata Khatun, took the regency till he attained the age which qualified him to reign 
by himfelf. After the death of Mubarak Shah, Algu, foa of Baydar, came to the 
crown, and had for his fuccelfor Barak Khan, who in the third year of his reign embraced 
Mohammcdifm, and took the name of Jelal-addin. He dying, the dignity of Khan was 
conferred on Beghi, fon of Sarmans ; who was fucceedcd by Buga Timur, a great 
grandfon of Mutugan, 

Buga Timur had for his fuccelfor Doyzi Khan, fon of Barak Khan ; who was fuc- 
cecded by his fon, Konza Khan, Konza dying, Baliga alfo, a grandfon of Mutugan, 
afeended the throne, and was fucceedcd by Ifan Boga, fccond fon of Doyzi Khan. After 
him, his brother Dwi Timur held the feeptre of Mawara’lnahr, which was pofiefled 
next by his brother Tannafhir ; who embraced Mohammcdifm, and reftored that 
worfhip, which had almoft become extin£l fincc the time of Barak Khan. 

Tarmalhir Khan was (lain by his brother Butan Khan, who afterwards feized the 
throne, and had for his fuccelfor his nephew Zanglhi. Yafun Timur, brother of this 
Khan, envying him the dignity, refolved to make him away alfo : but their mother 
iufpecting his defign, advifed Zangfhi Khan to be on his guard ; who immediately 
taking the field againll Yafun Timur, had the misfortune to lole the battle, with his 
life : after which, the victor caufed his mother’s belly to be ripped up, in revenge for 
having given his brother the information above mentioned. 

During his reign, Ali Soltan, a Prince defeended from Ugada Khan, became fo 
formidable, that after his death he brought Mawara’lnahr under* his fubjection : but 
Ali dying, Kazan Soltan reftored the pofleflion to the houfc of Jagatay Khan. He 
was a very cruel Prince. He at frit carried on a war fuccefsfuily again ft Amir 
Kazagan, whom he defeated : but afterwards having taking up his winter-quarters about 
Karflii, the weather proved fo fevere, that molt of his horfes periihed. On this ad- 

1 Rather, we prefumc, the country of the Vigurs which feems to have been that part of Little Buk- 
haria containing the countries of Turfan and Hami, or Khamil, with the adjoining parts of Tartary north- 
ward, a Ilejrah, 640. 
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vice, Amir Kazagan returned immediately ; and the Khan meeting him with his forces, 
now reduced to infantry, he was flain in the battle, in the year 1348. Kazan was the 
laft of the fxxtecn Princes of the pollcrity of Jagatay, who reigned with the full power 
and dignity of Khans: lor thofe who fucceeded him had only the name, without the 
authority, each head of a tribe alfuming the liberty of ailing according to his own 
fancy. 

After Kazan’s death, Amir Kazagan, defcended of Ugaday Khan, mounted the 
throne ; but was flain w hen he had reigned two years, nobody knows by whom. On 
this Bayan Kuli, fon of Surga, fon of Doyzi Khan, of the line of Jagatay, feized the 
feepfre, although Kazagan left feveral fons ; one of whom, called Abdallah, he caufed 
to be flain, on fufpicion of having a criminal corrcfpondence with his wife. Timur 
Shah, fon of Yal'un Timur Khan, fucceeded Bayankuli. Ills fuccelibr was Adil Soltan, 
fon of Mahamet Pulad, fon of Konza Khan. Among the vafials of this Prince there 
were two heads of tribes, Amir Timur, fon of Taragay, of the tribe of Burlas ; the 
other Amir Hufleyn, nephew of Abdallah Khan, defcended from Ugaday Khan. 
Thcfc two lords confpiring againft Adil Soltan, feized his perfon, and, having bound 
him hands and feet, drowned him. They nominated in his room Kabul Soltan. in 
his reign they feized the city of Balk, and flew the Khan, who governed there. 

On Kabul Khan’s deceafe thefe two lords fet up Seyruk Tamilh, fon of Danilhmanza, 
defcended from Ugaday Khan ; and, after his death, his fon, Mohammed Soltan, was 
inverted with the dignity, but poflefled no more of the power than his predcceflors, 
fmee the time of Kazan Khan. Whillt the government was on fo unfteady a footing, 
Amur Timur made war againft all the Mongol tribes, in the country of Mawara’lnahr, 
getting fometimes the better, at other times the worft. Togalak for Togluk), Timur 
Ivhan of Kalhgar, who was become very formidable during thefe troubles, perceiving fo 
favourable an opportunity to enlarge his dominions, entered Mawara’lnahr with a 
great army. At his approach one part ol the inhabitants, tired with their civil wars, 
l'ubmitted to him ; another part, who refifted, was put to the fword ; and the reft 
retired with Timur and Ilufleyn into Karazm. 

Togalak Timur Khan having ftaid a whole year in the conquered country, gave the 
government to his fon Ilyas Khoja, and went back to Kalhgar, where he died the year 
following. On this news thofe two lords returning, conftrained Ilyas Khoja to retire to 
Kalhgar. After this, they divided the fovereign authority between them, and lived for 
fome time in good umlerftanding : but, at length, falling at variance, they came to a 
bloody battle near Balk ; in which Huflevn being flain, left his rival foie mailer of the 
country. It is true, Mohammed Soltan Khan always bore the title, but it was Amir 
Timur who in fadt reigned ; and the Khan was fo far from envying him, that he conti- 
nually prayed for his life. Timur having reigned in this manner lor thirty-three years, 
at the age of fixty, entered into the country of Rum, and fought with Soltan Bayazid a 
bloody battle, which killed from morning till late in the night. The Soltan feeing his 
■army entirely deltroyeil, fled : but Timur fending the Khan in purluit of him, his few 
followers were flain j and himlelf taken prifoner. 

After a year’s ftay in thofe parts, Timur returned to his own dominions, and put to 
death not only Soltan Bayazid, hut alio the good Mohammed Soltan Khan; and then 
caufed himfelf to be proclaimed Khan. This done, he undertook an expedition againft 
Kitay ; but got no farther than the city of Otrar, where he fell fick, and died in the 
year 1404, alter he had reigned thirty-fix years, and lived fixty-three. Abu’lghazi Khan’s 
idefign having been only to fpeak of thofe Princes who defcended from Jenghiz Khan, 
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he gives no account of the fucceffors of Amir Timtir, becaufe they were of his race ; 
whom, at length, the Uzbeks, under Shahbakht Soltan, difpoffeffed of their dominion 
in MawaraMnahr, or Great Bukharia. 

2 . The Uzbek Khans of Great Bukharia . 

Introduction . — Shahbahht Khan . — Kufhanji Khan . — Abufayd Khan . — Obeyd Khan defeated by 

Din Alahamet . — ljhander Khan. — Abdallah Khan fubdues Karazm. — AbdJ niomtn Khan . — • 

Imam kuli Khan . — Nadir Mahamet Khan . — Abdulazt z Khan . — Difagreement of Hijlorians • 

WE have in Teixeira, D’llcrbelot, and other extracts from the Oriental authors, 
fome account of the Princes who reigned in Great Bukharia fince the Mohammedan 
conquells, under the feveral dynafties of the Arabs, Perfians, and Turks. The fame 
authors treat alfo of the fucceffors of Jenghiz Jvhfn in that country ; but fpeak very 
little, and confufedly of the Uzbek Princes who governed there. They neither give 
us all their names in order of luccefiku, nor the dates or lengths of their reigns, and 
put an end to their dominion above two hundr d years ago. In Ihort, the bell account 
of the Uzbek Khans of Great Bukharia to be met with any where, is that which Abu’l- 
ghazi Khan has inferred occafionally in his Hiftory of Karazm, on account of the wars 
that happened from time to lime between thole two countries, of which, chiefly, the fol- 
owing is an abflrafh 

1. Shahbakht (or Sheybeg) Khan, in the year 1494, invaded Great Bukharia, from 
wnence he drove out Soltan Babor, with the Jagatays ; who retiring into India, made 
iome conquells, and fettled there. After this he entered Khorafan, and fubdued that 
province alfo, from Soltan Huifeyn Mirza. Thefe conquers he finilhed in 1498, from 
wh.ence his reign commences. In the year 1507, Soltan Huifeyn raifed an army at 
Herat, the capital of Khorafan, with a defign to invade Great Bukharia : but dying by 
the way, his Ion Padi Azzamon fucceeded him. This Prince, unable to withltand 
Shaybtg, retin d to Khandahar ; where railing forces, he returned to meet the Uzbek : 
but being defeated, fled into Pcrfia to Shah Ilinael Sofi. This Prince efpoufing Padi 
Azzamon’s caufe, marched againlt Shaybeg in the year 1510; and meeting him at 
Maru, a bloody battle was fought, wherein Shaybeg’s army was defeated, and himfelf 
killed, after he had reigned twelve years. 

2. Kufhanji Khan, the fucceflbr of Shaybeg, is reckoned the molt noble and power- 
ful of all the Uzbek Princes who reigned in Mawara’lnahr. In 1512, Soltan Babor 
returning out of India, and being joined by Ahmed Isfahani, palled the Jihun (or Amu) 
and ravilhed the country about Karflii. In fliort, they had almoft reduced the whole 
country, w hen Kulhanji Khan, fetting forward with an army, met and defeated them. 
The Perfian gen lal was killed on the fpot, and Babor fled back to India. In 1529, 
Kulhanji Khan marched into Pcrfia againlt Shah Tahmalb, Ion of Ifmae! ; but was 
defeated, and retired to his dominions. After this he returned to Maru, and would 
again have broken into Pcrfia ; but a peace being concluded between the two monarchs, 
he went back to Samarkant, where he died the fame year, after a reign of twenty- 
eight. 

3. He was fucceeded by his fon, Abufayd Khan ; who reigned four years, without 
doing any thing remarkable, and died in 1 532. 

4. Obeyd Khan, his fucceflbr, was the fon of Mohammed Soltan, brother of Shah- 
bakht, who conquered Great Bukharia. This Prince entering Khorafan, took fome 
towns j while the Uzbeks of Karazm, doing the like ou their fide, Shah Tahmalb 

1 1 thought 
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thought fit to make peace with the Uzbeks. Stirred up by Omar Ghazi Soltan, who 
fled to him from Karazm, this Khan, in conjunction with the Khans of Samarkant and 
Tafhkant, enters that country in 1542 ; which they over-rail, feizing Avanafh Khan, 
and all the Princes of his family, whom he divided, together with the towns, among 
his confederates. Din Mahamet Soltan, eldcft fon of Avanafh Khan, asfoon as Obeyd 
Khan was withdrawn, invading Karazm, retakes Khayuk and Urjenz. On this news, 
Obeyd Khan returns with a numerous army ; but being met by Din Mahamet the fame 
year with much inferior forces, was entirely defeated, and the Princes, his relations, 
reftored by an exchange of prifoners. 

About the year 1550, Obeyd Khan entering Khorafan, took Marti from the Perfians ; 
but growing jealous of the governor, and fending an army to difplace him, that officer 
furrendered it to Din Mahamet, then Khan of Karazm. After this, Nur Mahamet 
Soltan, grandfon of Din Mahamet £han, being envied the poflcflion of his grandfather’s 
eflate in Khorafan, the Princes of his family combined to take it from him : whereupon 
he delivered up his four cities of Maru, Nafay, Yaurfurdi, and Duruhn, to Obeyd 
Khan : imagining that Prince would leave him in poflcflion, and be content with re- 
ceiving tribute from him; but found himfelf deceived . The time of Obeyd Khan’s 
death is not mentioned. Teixeira and DTicrbelot, after Mirkond, place it in 1540, 
allowing only fix years to his reign : but this muff be a great mifhike. According 
to Abu’lghazi Khan, he mult have reigned above fifty years, and died about 15S4, 
or 1585. 

5. Obeyd Khan feems to have been fucceeded by Ifkander Khan, fon of Janibek, 
fon of Khojah Mahamet, fon of Abu’lgayir Khan, who reigned in Kipjak. There is 
nothing remarkable mentioned, relating to this Prince, who was not right in his fenfes. 
On the death of his predeceffor, Nur Mahamet went and recovered his four towns out 
of the hands of the Bukharian Uzbeks. Shah Abbas I. alfo willing to profit by that 
event, went and took Maru from him. We find nothing to give light into the beginning, 
end, or length of his reign. 

6. Abdallah Khan, fon of Ifkander Khan : when he began his reign is likewife un- 
certain ; only we find, that feme years after the death of Ali Soltan, which happened in 
1571, Abdallah invaded Karazm, but retired on the approach of Ilajim, or Azim 
Khan. Some time after, the fons of this latter having firipped a Turkifh ambaflador 
at Urjenz, who was on his return from Great Bukharia, Abdallah Khan enters Karazm 
a fecond time, with a great army ; and having conquered it chiefly by fraud, carried 
ten Princes of the Khan’s family into Bukharia, where he put them all to death. 

Meantime Hajim Khan retired into Porfia to Shah Abbas in the year of the Serpent. 
Two years after, Abdallah Khan invading Khorafan, Hajim Khan took the opportunity, 
while Shah Abbas marched againft that invader, to furprife Urjenz and Khayuk ; but 
they were foon recovered again by the troops of Abdallah Khan, who in perfon befieged 
Hazarafb, and fubdued it. After this he returned into Great Bukharia, where he died 
the laft day of the year 1597, called Tauk, or the Hen. According to Teixeira, and 
D’Herbelor, this active Prince died in the year 1540, and reigned but fix months. 

7. Abdolmoinm Khan, fon of Abdallah Khan, by a daughter of Mahamet Khan of 
Karazm, fucceeded his lather. Being at that time in Khorafan, he fet forward to return 
home, but on his way, at Zamin, on the river Amu, was flam by his own people 

8. Iman Kuli Khan, fon of Yar Mahamet Soltan, fucceeded Abdohnomm Khan. In 

the year Arab Mahamet Khan, of Karazm, having been defeated by his two 

rebellious fons, Abu’lghazi Soltan, who had joined his father, fled, after the battle, into 
Great Bukharia, and was received kindly by the Khan. In 1622, Isfandiar Soltan hav- 
ing 
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ing recovered Karazm, and put his two rebellious brothers to death, Abu’lghazi 
returned to Urjenz : but his fubjects leaving the country on the appearance of a comet, 
a year or two after, he retired to Turkeflan, where he ftaid two years at the court of 
Turfum Khan, and then went into Great Bukhara to Imam Kuli Khan ; who receiving 
him but coldly, becaufe he had firlt taken refuge with his enemy, he returned again 
to Karazm on the invitation of the Turkmans. Imam Kuli Khan died about the time 
that Abu’lghazi Soltau was proclaimed Khan of Karazm. 

9. Me was fuccecded by his brother Nadir Mahamet Khan. In 1644, the Turkmans 
about Khayuk and Hazaraib, in Karazm, refufmg to fubmit to Abu’lghazi, upon his 
being proclaimed Khan, put themfelvcs under the protection of Nadir Mahamet Khan, 
who conferred the government of thofe two places on his grandton, Khiiferan Soltan : 
but foon after recalling him, he lent Yakub, one of his lords, to command in his room. 
In the mean time he was dethroned in 1 646, by his vaffal lords, for his harfh treatment 
of them. 

10. He had for his fuccefior his fon Abdahiziz Khan. This Prince having formed a 
defign to conquer the country of Bilik, Subban Kuli Khan, its fovereign, lent to intreat 
aid of Abu’lghazi Khan ; who laying hold of fo lair an opportunity to revenge the 
injuries done to his family by Abdallah Khan, entered Great Bukharia tor feveral years 
fucceflively, destroyed feveral towns, and committed great ravages. At length, in 1658, 
a peace was concluded between tnem, as hath been already related more at large. 
Since that time we have no regular hiltory ot the Khans of this country. 

'l'he Perfian hiltorians, according to Teixeira and D’llerbelof, make Abdallatif, the 
fon of Kulhanji, to fuccecd Abdallah Khan, in 1540. The firlt fays h eddied the next 
year, and that in him ended the fovereignty of the lucceflors of Jenghiz Khan in Mawa- 
ra’lnahr. But this is probably fomc millake committed by Teixeira, fince D’Herbelot 
fays, from the authority of the Lebtarikh, that Abdallatif was living in the year 1541, 
when that book was written. However that be, the reader finds a wide difference 
between the account given by Abu’lghazi Khan, and the Perfian hiltorians ; though he 
can be at no lofs to determine which he ought to rely on. 
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THE 

VOTAGES AND TRAVELS OF MR. ANTHONT JENKINSON, 

FROM RUSSIA TO BOGHAR, OR BOKHARA, IN 1557. 

TO WHICH ARE ADDED, 

SOME INFORMATIONS OF OTHERS, CONCERNING THE ROAD THENCE TO KATAY, OR CHINA'. 

INTRODUCTION. 

M R. JENKINSON, a very intelligent merchant, was fent by the Mufcovy Company, 
by way of Ruflia, to difeover the road to Boghar, or Bokhara, in Great Buk- 
haria, and fettle a trade, if advantageous and convenient, in that country. He left 
Gravefend the 12th of May 1557, chief captain of a fleet of four tall fhips, accompanied 
in the Primrofe by Ofcp Nepea Gregoriwich, the Emperor of Ruflia’s arnbaflador, and 
his retinue, whom he had orders to convey home. Sailing round Norway, they arrived 
at St. Nicholas in Ruflia the 12th of July, from whence they travelled to Mofkow. 
There having obtained the Emperor’s letters to feveral Princes, through whofe domi- 
nions he was to pafs, he proceeded for Boghar, with three fervants, Richard Johnfon, 
Robert Johnfon, and a Tartar Tolmach, with feveral forts of merchandizes. 

This* gentleman was the firft who led the way to the Uzbek Tartars ; but, indeed, 
was not leconded till of late by the Ruflians, hitherto without fuccefs. He afterwards 
made three other voyages to Ruflia ; one of them in quality of arnbaflador from Queen 
Elizabeths Thefc voyages and remarks, written by way of letters to the Mufcovy 
Company, and others, are inferted both by Hakluyt and Purchas, in their collections. 
They contain a great many curious obfervations, and are particularly valuable for the 
latitudes, which the author took of the principal places he was at. We fliall begin our 
journey at Mofkow, or more properly at Aflrakhan 1 2 ; referving what relates to Ruflia 
till we come to treat of that country. And as his fervant Johnfon procured certain 
informations, while at Boghar, concerning the road thence to Katay, we fliall add them 
as a proper appendix, together with thofe given by Haji Mchemct, a Perfian mer- 
chant, to Ramufio. 

SECT. I. — The Author's Voyage over the Cafpian Sea , and Journey to Urjcnz . 

They leave Mo/koiv : — come tv Aflrakhan : — that City deferibed : — the Trade poor : — enter the 

Cafpian Sea ; — fail North-eajl. — The Blue Sea. — Ifland Bauleata. — River Jaik. — Serachih . 

Boarded by Pirates : — lucky Ffcape . — The River Tern . — Port of Manga flave : — ill Treat met it 
there . — Duties levied on the Road . — Author's good Luck. — Come to a Gulf. — Courfe of the 
Oxus. — Sellizure , or Shayzure. — City of JJrjetiz. — * Land of Turkman . — The Khatis Authority . 

THE 20th of April 1558, they left Mofkow by water ; and the 29th came to the 
city of Kazan, on the river Wolga, conquered nine years before from the Tartars : 
from thence to the Cafpian Sea, there is no place of trade. They departed the 13th 
of June. Fifteen leagues lower the Kama falls into it. The country between, on 
the left (or eaft fide) is called Vachen ; the inhabitants Pagans. On the right hand, 
oppofjte the Kama, are the Chercmizes, half Gentiles, half Tartars : and all the land 
on the left, from thence to Aflrakhan, and fo along the Cafpian fhores to the Turkmen, 

1 Green, Vol. iv. p.630. 

\ T lie voyage between thofe two places being but briefly touched on, by way of introduction. 

is 
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fe named the country of Mangat or Nogay ; whofe inhabitants, while the author was 
at Aftrakhan in 1558, were all deftroyed by civil wars, famine, and peftilence, to the 
number of an hundred thoufand, and great fatisfa&ion of the Ruffians. 

All the country on the right fide of the Wolga, from the Kama to Aftrakhan, is 
called Krim \ They are Mohammedans, and live like the Nogays ; are always at war 
with the Ruffians, and fupported by the Great Turk. The 28th of June they came to 
the ruins of a caftle of the Krims, on a hill, in the latitude of fifty-one degrees forty- 
feven minutes, half way from Kazan to Aftrakhan, which arc about two hundred leagues 
diftant. The 14th of July palling by an old caftle, which was old Aftrakhan, on the 
right, they arrived at New Aftrakhan, which the Emperor conquered in 1552 ; being 
the laft place he hath taken from the Tartars towards the Cafpian Sea 3 . 

This city is fituate in an ifland on the fide of a hill. It has a caftle within it, fenced 
with earth and timber ; neither fair nor ftrong ; but a good garrifon is kept on foot. 
The town is alfo walled with earth : the buildings and houfes, except thofe of the 
governor’s and a few others, very mean and poor. Fiffi, efpecially Iturgeon, is the 
only food ; fleffi and bread being very fcarce. Thefe they hang up in their ftreets and 
houfes to dry ; which makes this place, more than any other, fwarm with flies, and 
occafions the air to be fo bad. In the plague and famine before mentioned, the 
Nogay Tartars came to feek relief from their enemies the Ruffians ; who bellowed 
their charity fo ill, that they died in heaps over the ifland ; the reft the Ruffians fold, 
or drove from thence. That was a proper time to have converted them, if the Ruffians 
themfelvcs had been good Chriftians. The author could have bought thoufands of 
pretty boys and girls of their parents, for a fixpenny loaf a-piece ; but had more need 
of victuals at that juncture. The trade is very trifling, although there is a good refort 
of merchants. 

The chief Ruffian commodities are red hides, red Iheep-lkins, w r ooden vefiels, bridles 
and faddles, knives and other trifles, with corn, bacon, and other viduals. The Tartars 
bring divers kinds of filks and cotton-cloths : the Perfians from Shamakki, coarfe 
fewing-filk, filk-girdles, kraflo, coats of mail, bows, fwords, and the like : fometimes 
alfo corn, and walnuts ; but all in fuch finall quantities, that there is no hopes of trade 
in thofe parts worth following. The forefaid ifland of Aftrakhan, which is deftitute of 
wood and pafturc, and will bear no corn, is in length twelve leagues, and in breadth 
three ; lying eaft and weft, in the latitude of forty-feven degrees nine minutes 4 . 

The 6th of Auguft they embarked with their goods on the Wolga, in company with 
certain Tartars and Perfians, Jenkinfon having the whole care of the navigation down 
the river, which is very crooked, and full of flats toward the mouth. The 10th they 
entered the Cafpian Sea, on the eaftern fide of the river, which has feventy mouths, 
being twenty leagues from Aftrakhan, in the latitude of forty-fix degrees twenty-feven 
minutes s . 

The wind being brilk, they kept the north-eaft Ihorc ; and the 11th, having failed 
feven leagues eaft-north-eaft, came to an ifland with a high hill on it, called Akhurgar, a 
good mark at fea. From thence eaft ten leagues, they fell in with the ifland Bawhiata, 
much higher than the former. Within thefe two iflands to the north, is a great bay, 
called the Blue Sea. From thence failing eaft by north ten leagues, the wind contrary, 
they came to an anchor in a fathom water, and fo rid till the 1 5th, having a great 
ftorm at fouth-eaft ; then the wind coming north, they ran fouth-eaft that day- eight 
leagues. 

’ Or the Mankats, the fame with the Karakalpaks. * In Purchas, Crimme. 

J Purchas Pilgr. voi. iii. p.232. ■> Olearius puts it in four. ’ Purchas Pilgr. p. 23 ,• 

3 D 2 , Thus 
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Thus proceeding forwards, the 17th they loft fight of land, and failed thirty leagues, 
next day twenty, winding eaft, and fell in with a land, called Baugh! vna. ffivenry-four 
leagues from the mouth of the Wolga, in the latitude of forty-fix degrees fifty-four 
minutes the coaft lying neared eaft-by-fouth, and weft-by-north. At the point of this 
ifland is the tomb of a Tartar faint, where the Mohammedans pay their devotions \ 

The 19th, winding eaft-fouth-eaft, they failed ten leagues, and palled by a river, 
called Jaik, which riles in Siberia, near the forefaid river Kama, and runs through the 
land of Nogay. One day’s journey up it, is a town called Serachik \ fubjod to 
Murfa Smilie, the greatell Prince in all Nogay, which is now in fricndiliip with the 
Ruffians. There is 110 trade in this country, the natives having no money, but cattle, 
and living by robbery. 

On the 20th, as the bark lay at an anchor before this river, all the men being nfhore 
except Jenkinfon, who was lick, and live Tartars (whereof one, called A;;i, was reputed 
a holy man, becaufe he had been at Mdkka) there came a boat with thirty men well- 
armed, who beginning to enter the bark, A:cl alked them what they would have, and 
faid a prayer. Upon this the rovers deli tied, declaring that they were gentlemen 
banifhed from their country, and came to fee if there were in the veiled any Ruffians, or 
other Kafrs 4 , fo they call Chriihans : but the good pilgrim f wearing flomly, that there 
were none, they departed. Thus the author oblerves, that by the fidelity of that Tartar 
he, with all his company and goods were preferved. Soon alter, leaving this place, 
they failed that day fixtoen leagues, winding eaft and fouth-eaft. 

The 2 id they crolfed a bay fix leagues, and fell with a cape, having two : Hands over 
to the fouth-eaff. Doubling the cape, the land trended north-eaft, and made another 
bay, into which falls the great river Y cm, riling in the hud of Kolmak Three days 
they lay at anchor. The 251I1 the wind proving fair, th^v failed u.vrny league's, and 
palled by a low ifland, about which are many flats and hands: to the inuth of it there 
runs in a great bay. Hence they ran ten leagues, winding foutli to come into deep 
wafer: then eaft-fouth-eaft twenty \ agues, and fell whh the main land, fed! of copped 
hills. They palled along the coaft twenty leagues, the land growing hig.i * the farther 
they failed. 

The 27th they eroded over a bay, whole fouth ft ore was the higher land, and fell 
with a high point, \vh re there a role a violent fh r;n at eaft, which comma-al three 
days. Prom this cape they pafhd to a port calkd Mangullave. The place where they 
ftould have arrived, at the foum jrmolt part of the Cafpian ' 'Sea, is twelve leajn.s 
within a bay : but they were driven l)y the ltorm to tlieoilur iide of ’ike buy, oppohte 
to I\!angullave, to a place wIkvv never bark nor boat had before arrived. 

From this haven they lent fume of their men alhoiv. to know of the governor, if 
they might fafely land v ith their goods, and get camels to carry them to Sehizure, 
twenty-live days’ jouimey diftatP. The mell’engers returning with very fair promift-s, 
the 3d of September they landed, and at firit were civilly entertained : but at laft they 
ft ewed their evil dilpofrT .ns, lor they were always fighting with them, dealing, or 
begging from them.* They railed the price of horfes, camels, and victuals, double* 
<vhat it ufed to be, and forced them to buy the water they drank : fo that for evvry 

1 Only fifteen minutes more lout h than the moutli of the Wolga. 1 * 3 Purchas, as before, p 2rp 

J In l ? o*vh :• Serachickv. " In t lie original, Caphars, Kafr is an Arabic word, fignifying iidideK 

5 Rather the tonify of the Kahnnks. c From this cireiurdhmce, as wed as the courfe and diltancr 
from tU»* river You., MangniU. c Humid he more to the foutli, than the latitude, viz. forty five degree::, 
K‘veii by i ar author, places it; but for which we fhould judge it to be the fame with Miukifhlak, oiieu 
meiitionul by AWIghazi Khun. 
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camel’s lading, being but four hundred weight Engliih, they agreed to give three hides 
of Ruflia, and four wooden di(hes ; and to the Prince or governor of the people, one 
ninth, and two fe vent ns ; namely, nine feveral things, and twice feven feveral things ; 
for they ule no money. 

The 14th they departed, being a karavan of a thoufand camels, and in five days came 
to the dominions of limur Soltan, another Prince, governor of the country of Mangu- 
flave, where they intended to have carried their bark, but for the {form. In the way 
they were met by foine of bis Tartars ; who, in his name, opened their bales, and took 
a ninth of fuch things as they thought beft, without money k 
. Jenkinfon having wrangled with them in vain, rode to the fame Prince, requeuing 
his favour, and pafiport to travel through his country, that he might not be robbed 
by his people : the Soltan received him very kindly, granted him his requeft, and 
ordered him to be well feafted with flefh and mares’-milk : for they ufe no bread, nor 
other drink, except w ater. In lieu of the goods, worth fifteen rubles % he gave him a 
horfe worth leven, and his letter. Jenkinfon w r as glad to get away lo well ; for he 
was reckoned a mere tyrant, and had given orders to rob and dcflroy the author, ia 
cafe he had not gone to him. 

This Soltan lived in the fields, without caftle or towm. Jenkinfon found him fitting 
in a little round houfe made of reeds, covered with felt, and hung with carpets ; accom- 
panied by the great metropolitan of that w ild country, reverenced like the Pope, and 
other chief men. 1 hey afked him many queftions, concerning his country, laws, and 
religion ; as alfo the cuufc of his coming into thofe parts. 

Proceeding on their journey, they travelled twenty days in the wildemefs from the 
iea-fide, without feeing town or habitation. Their provifions failing, they were forced 
to feed on their cattle. Jenkinfon killed a camel and a horfe. All their drink was 
very brackifh water, drawn out of deep wells, two or three days diflant ; for rivers 
there are none. r l he 5th * of October they came again to a gulf of the fea, where they 
found the water very Jrclh. Here they were met by the officers of the King of Turk- 
man ; who, for cuflom, took one out of every twenty-five, and feven-ninths for thefaid 
King, and his brethren. Here they ftaid a day to refrefh tliemfelves. 

l ormerlv the great riv.er Oxus *• fell into this gulf, but at prefent runs into the 
Ardok ; which fhaping its courle northward about a thoufand miles, lofcs itlelf iu 
‘he ground, and after a fuh terraneous pafiageof above five hundred miles, iffueth out 
agm’n, and falls into the Lake of Kitay \ 

1 hey left the forefaid gull the 4th 1 * * * * * 7 of Oftober, and the 7th arrived at Sellizure % a 
lorry caftle. Innate on a hill, where refided Azirn Kan g with three of his brethren. 
Iheyth, Jenkinfon being ordered to appear before him, delivered the Kmperor of 
Ruflia s letters, and gave him a prefent cl a ninth. That King received him kindly, 
and treated him with the flefh of a wild horfe, and mares’-milk/ without bread. Next 
day he lent lor him again, and afked many queflions, relating to the affairs both of 
RulTia and Kngland. At his departure he gave him his letters of fafe conduct. 

1 he 14th, leaving the caftle of Sellizure, they arrived the i6ih at a citv called Ur- 
jenz, where they paid cull om for themfelvcs, their camels and horles/ Here they 
llaid a month, before they could proceed : in which time Ali Soltan, the Khan’s brother. 


1 PurcKas Pilgr. ]> 235. 1 A Ruffian coin. > It ffiould be the fourth. * The Jibuti, 

l**""*' 1 ' This we take to he the (htv.m of the Khefel. that runs by Tuk, or T^ok, as in A-dck. 

1 lie author was in this miiii, formed ; for it falls into the lake of Aral, about fixty miles north of P k. 

it Humid he the filth. K In the margin both of 1 1 akhix t ar d Purclras, we find Sellizure, or Shav/me, 

names of tins place. Perhaps Sillizmv may he Saliiaray, a plcd’ure -horde. 9 In the traniliiiion 

Abu I^uazi khan s hiltory, written liadilm, orHajim Khan, p . 2 70 . ; but he refided at AVazir. 

and 
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and King of that country, being returned from a town called Korafan, in the borders 
of Perfia, which he had lately conquered, fent for Jenkinfon ; who prefented him the 
Emperor’s letters, w;is kindly entertained, and after anfwering feveral queftions, ob- 
tained his letters of lafe conduct. The chief commodities here come from Perfia, and 
Boghar ; but arc not worth fpeaking of. 

All the country, from the Cafpian Sea hither, is called the land of Turkman. The 
people dwell in tents, roving in great companies, with their camels, horfes, and fheep ; 
which lad are large, and have tails weighing fixty or eighty pounds. They are fubjett 
to the Khan, and his five brothers, who pay him but little fubmiffion ; nor is he obeyed 
much, except in his own dominions : for each is King in his own territory, and feeks to 
deftroy the reft ; being born of different mothers, and commonly the children of Haves. 
They have at leaf! four or five wives, befides maidens and boys, who live moil vicioufly. 
When thefe brothers are at war, which is commonly the cafe, he who is vanquilhed flies 
to the defart, and there robs paffengers and the karawans, till he can gather ftrength to 
take the field again Many of their fheep are wild as well as their horfes, which they 
take with hawks. 


SECT. II. — The Author's Travels from Urjcnz to Boghar, and Return . 

Pafs the Ardok : — travel through the Defart. — Blade- bone Divination. — Attacked by Robbers : — . 
come to a Parley , and Compofition : — come to the Oxus : — more Danger from Thieves. — • Boghdr , 
or Bokhara City : — the Country . — Jenkinfon' s Audience : — his kind Reception. — Trade of Bo- 
ghdr . — Informations concerning Katay. — Rea fans for returning : — he leaves Boghdr : — comes 1o 
Ur/enz, and to their Bark . — Dangerous Temptfl — Cafpian Sea deferibed . — Large Rivers : — 
fmall Trade. — Return to Mo/kcw : — prefents the Ambajfndors : — comes to Kolmogro. 

THE 26th of November they left Urjenz, and having travelled by the Oxus an 
hundred miles, paffed over the Ardok, a great river, mentioned before. There they 
paid a fmall duty. The 7th of December they arrived at Kait a c a file fubjeft to 
Saramet 1 Soltan ; who intended to have robbed all the Chriftians, but for fear of his 
brother the King of Urjenz, as they were informed by one of his chief counfellors, 
who advifed them to fend him a prefent ; which they did. They paid here for every 
camel a red hide of Ruffia, befides trifling gifts to his officers. 

Thus proceeding on their journey, the 10th at night there came four horfemen, 
whom they feized, and fent bound to the Soltan of Kait. The Soltan immediately fet 
forward with three hundred men ; and meeting the fufpected perfons on the road, by 
threats learned from them, that they belonged to a baniffied Prince, who three days’ 
journey on the way lay in wait to deftroy the karawan. The Soltan hereupon left 
them fourfcorc foldiers for their convoy ; who, the 1 5th in the morning, riding before 
to fcour the defart, in four hours returned on a hard gallop, faying, they had feen the 
track of horfes, and aiked what the company would give them to flay longer. No 
agreement being made, they went back to their Soltan j who, the others judged, was in 
the plot. 

As foon as they were gone, fome reputed holy men, for having been at Mekka, 
killed fome fheep, and after boiling the blade-bones, burnt them ; then mixing their 
afhes with the blood, wrote certain characters, with a great many ceremonies and 
words : by which they difeovered, that they fhould meet with robbers ; but fhould 

Pil^r. p. 236, et feq. In the original, Kaite; the fame with Kat. 

Perhaps. Sariahtnecj. 
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vanquifh them. Jenkinfon and his people gave no credit to this prediction, but they 
found it true : for within three hours they perceived thirty-nine horfemen well-armed, 
making towards them, with the banifhed Prince at their head. Thefe called to them 
to yield, threatening otherwife to deflroy them. The travellers put them to defiance; 
whereon the fight began, which continued from morning till two hours in the night. 
Many on both fides were killed and wounded, men, horfes and camels. Had it not 
been for four mufkets, which Jenkinfon and his fervants had, they mull have been 
overcome : for (he thieves were better armed, as well as better archers : but as the 
guns had brought down feveral of them, they durft not venture near. This made 
them propofe a truce till next day. Mean time the karawans encamped on a hill, 
fencing thcmfelves and cattle, with their packs of goods. The enemy encamped alfo a 
bow-fhot diftant, but were between them and the water ; which proved a great affliction, 
as neither they, nor their camels, had drank for two days before. 

Thus keeping good watch, at midnight the roving Prince font a meflenger half way 
tofpeakto thcKarawan Baflia; who laid he would not go meet him, but would fend one 
to talk to him, provided his Prince and followers would fvvear by their law to keep the 
truce : this being done fo loud that they could all hear it, they font a holy man to the 
meflenger ; who told him, “ That his Prince had fent to them, who were Buflar- 
mans ', to deliver up all the Kafrs, or unbelievers (meaning the Chriltians) with their 
goods ; that in fuch cafe he would fuller them to depart quietly, but otherwife would 
treat them with equal feverity if he overcame them, as he made no doubt of doing.’' 
The Karawan Baflia anfwered, that he had no Chriltians in his company, nor any 
ftrangers, except two Turks : but that in cafe he had, he would rather die than deliver 
them ; and as for his threatening, they were not afraid of them, as they fhould fee fo 
foon as it was day. 

The thieves, contrary to their oaths, carried the holy man with them, crying in 
token of victory, Olio ! Olio ’ ! This difmayed the Englifhmen, fearing he would dif- 
cover them : but although he was roughly treated, they could get nothing out of him; 
not fo much as how many men were flain and wounded. Next morning the robbers 
feeing them prepared for defence, propofed an agreement, but made a great demand. 
However, molt of the company being unwilling to renew the fight, as having but lit- 
tle to lofe, the reft were compelled to give them twenty ninths, or twenty times nine, 
feveral things, with a camel to carry them away : which the rovers having received, 
they departed, and the karawan went forward 3 . 

That night they came to the Oxus, where they ftaid all next day, making merry 
with their flain horfes and camels : then departing, they for fear of meeting with the 
fame, or other thieves again, left the high road along the river, and palled through a 
defart of land. They travelled four days in the fame, and then came to a w r ell of very 
brackilh wafer, being forced to kill their horfes and camels for food. 

In this wildernefs alfo, they had a lino ft fallen into the hands of thieves : for one dark 
night being at reft, there came certain fcouts, and carried away fome of their com- 
pany, who lay a little feparated from the karawan ; which caufed a great outcry : the 
reft immediately laded their camels, and departed, putting on very hard, till they came 
again to the Oxus ; for then they feared nothing, as being fenced by the river. Thus 
having efcaped this new danger, on the twenty-third they arrived at the city of Boglur, 
in Baktria. 

• Or, Mofleinans, properly Moflems, ' Rather, Allah ! Allah ! that is God. 

3 Purclias Pilgr, p. 238. 

Hop liar 



J.ENKINSON*3 VOYAGES AND TRAVELS TO BUCHAKIA. 


39 2 

Boghar ‘ is a city of great extent, inclofed with a high wall of earth. The caftle, 
where the Khan refides, takes up one-third of the town. This, and fome other build- 
ings, are of ftone ; the reft of earth. The water of the little river that runs through 
the city, breeds worms in the legs. Strong liquors are prohibited. This ftriclnefs is 
owing to the Metropolitan, who is more obeyed than the King, w'hom he depofes at 
pleafure ; as he did one when Jenkinfon was there, flaying him in the night. The 
King has no great power, or riches. lie exacts a tenth of all things fold ; and when 
he wants money, fends his officers to take goods upon credit by force. Thus he acted 
to pay for nineteen pieces of kerfey, had of the author. 

The country of Boghar was formerly fubjetl to the Periians, whofe language is there 
fpoken : but the Tartars are continually in war with them, on account of ioir.e religious 
difference, and becaufe they will not fliavo the upper lip. They have no gold coin ar 
Boghar, and but one piece of filver, worth tweivopence; which the King miles and 
falls every other month, and fometimes twice a month. Hence it is not Vo current as 
the copper money, called pooies, whereof an hundred go to the filver piece. 

The twcnty-fixth of December he was ordered to appear before the King, to whom 
he prefented the Emperor of Ruffia’s letters. That Prince received the Englifii very- 
kindly, made them cat in his prefence, and often lent for them in private ; w here he dil- 
courfed with them familiarly concerning the power of the Emperor and the Great Turk. 
He alfo enquired into the laws, religion, and ftrengfh of England: made them ftioot 
with their mufquets before him, and practiled himfelf. But after all, the author lays, 
he {hewed himfelf a very Tartar ; for that he went to the wars without paying what he 
owed him. He owns, indeed, that he left orders for the payment ; but lays, he was 
forced to abate part, and take goods for the reft. Yet he mult needs praifc him, for 
that on their arrival at Boghar, he fent an hundred foldiers in quell of the robbers, who 
had attacked the karawan. Thefe meeting with them, killed part, and brought back 
four prifoners ; of whom two had been wounded by the Englilh fire-arms. The King 
firft fen t for Jenkinfon to fee them, and then ordered them to be hanged at his palace 
gate, for an example to others, becaule they were gentlemen: part alio of the goods 
that were recovered were reHcwed to him *. 

As to the trade of Boghar, there is great refort from Kathay, India, Perfia, Balgh-% 
Ruflia, and other countries : but the merchants are fo poor, and bring fo few wares, 
that there is no hope of any trade there worth following. While Jenkinfon was there, 
karawans arrived out of all the above-mentioned countries, except Kathay, with which 
the trade had been obftru&ed for three years, by the wars betwixt two great countries 
and cities, called.Talkent and Kalkar, that lie in the way, and certain neighbouring 
people. Thofe at war with Tafkent, are Mohammedans, called Koffaks : they in arms 
againft Kalkar, are called Kings, Gentiles, and Idolaters : which two nations are of 
great force, living in the fields, and have almoft conquered thofe cities. 

Here the author got informations concerning Kathay 4 ^which was nine months’ journey 
diftant : but the leafon for the departure of the karawans being come, and the town in 
danger of being befieged, on a report that the King was defeated in battle, he was ad- 
vifed by the Metropolitan to depart. His intention was to have gone to Perfia, to pry 
into the trade thereof ; although he had learned enough at Aftrakhan and Boghar, to 
perceive, that it was not much better than that among the Tartars, it lying chiefly in 
Syria and the Mediterranean Sea. But when he was ready to fet forward, he was pre- 
vented by feveral confiderations : for firft, by the wars newly broken out between the 

* Or, Bokhara. * Purchas, as before, p.239, et feq. > Balkh, or Balk. 

* Among which thofe of Johnfon, that follow in Green's work, iloubtlcfs make a part. 
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Soft and Tartar Kings, the roads were become unfafe, About ten days’ journey from 
Boghar, a karawan from India and Perfia was plundered by robbers, and many flain. 
Then the Metropolitan took from him the Emperor of Ruffia’s letters ; for want of 
which he fhould be made a ilave where ever he came. Befides, the goods he was 
obliged to take in payment of the King and his nobles were not vendible in I’erfia. 
Thefe reafons determined him to return to Ruffia by the way he came '. 

The eighth of March 1559, the Englilh left Boghar, in company with a karawan 
of fix hundred camels. And it was well they did, fince, had they flaid, they had 
been in danger to have loft both life and goods : for ten days after, the King of Sa- 
markand came and befieged the city, while the King was abfent, in the wars again IP 
another Prince, his kinfman, as happens frequently in thofe parts : for it is a wonder 
if a King reign there above three or four years ; which frequent revolutions prove very 
detrimental both to the country and merchants. 

The twenty-fifth they arrived at Urjenz. In the way they efcaped four hundred 
rovers, who lay in wait for them. Moll of thefe were the kindred of thofe they met 
with before, as they found by four fpies who were taken. The author had in his charge 
two ambaffadors, one fent by the King of Boghar, the other by him of Balk % to the 
Emperor of Ruftia. Having llaid at this place and Sellizure eight days, for af- 
fembling their caravan, the fecond of April they departed, with four more ambaffadors, 
for the Ruffian court, fent from the King of Urjenz, and other Soltans, hisbrerhren, 
with anfwer to the letters brought them by the author ; who took an oath on the Gof- 
pel, that they fliould be well-ufed in Ruffia and fullered to return in fafety, conform- 
able to what the Emperor had written in his letters : for they were in fome doubt, be- 
caufe none had been fent for a long time before. 

The twenty-third of April they got to the Cafpian Sea, where they found their bark, 
but neither anchor, cable, cock, nor fail. However, as they brought hemp with them, 
they fpun a cable, and other tackling, made a cotton fail-cloth, and rigged the veffcl 
out as well as they could ; but had neither boat nor anchor. While they were con- 
triving to make an anchor of a cart wheel, there arrived a bark from Aftrakan, which 
had two; whereof Jenkinfon procured one. Being thus equipped, he hoifted the 
red flag of St. George, and departed. There were on board, befides himfelf, and the 
two Johnfons, who l’erved for mailer and mariners, the fix ambaffadors, and twenty- 
five Ruffians, who had been Haves a long time in Tartary, and ferved to row, when 
requifite. 

Sailing fometimes along the coaft, fometimes out of fight of land, the thirteenth of 
May they came to an anchor, three leagues from ffiore : there in a ftorm, which con- 
tinued forty-four hours, their cable breaking, they loft their anchor. As they were 
off a lee ffiore, and had no boat to help them, they hoifted fail, and bore clear of it, 
expecting every moment to be call away. At length they run into a creek full of ooze, 
and fo faved themfclves, with their bark ; for had that periffied, they mult have been 
deltroyed, or made Haves of by the wild inhabitants. When the ftortn was over, they 
put to fea again ; and having by their compafs, and other marks, fixed the place where 
they loft their anchor, returned, and found it, to the great furprize of the Tartars. 
Two days after, there arole another great ftorm, at north-eaft ; by which being driven 
far to fea, they had much-ado to keep their bark from finking. At length the weather 
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permitting them to take the latitude, and knowing how the land lay, they fell in with 
the river Yaik'. In fhort, the twenty-eighth of May they arrived at Aftrakan. 

This Cafpian Sea is in length about two hundred leagues, one hundred and fifty broad : 
on the ealt lies the great defart land of the Turkmans : on the weft, the countries of the 
Chirkaffes % and mountains of Caucafus ; the Euxine Sea is a hundred leagues diftant. 
On the north is the river Wolga, and the land of Nogay ; and to the fouth, the countries 
of Media and Perfia. This fea is frelh in many places, and in other places as fait as 
the ocean. 

Although feveral large rivers fall into it, yet it has no way of difeharging its waters, 
except under ground. Thole rivers are the Wolga, called by the Tartars, Edel It 
iffues from a lake, not far from Novogrod in Rufiia, and runs above two thoufand Eng- 
lifli miles 4 . Next are the Yaik and Yem, which rife in Siberia : alfo the Cyrus 5 and 
Aralh % whofe fprings are in Caucafus. But the few Ihips upon this fea, the want of 
marts and port towns, the poverty of the people, and the ice, renders the trade good 
for nothing. Jenkinfon offering to exchange his wares with fome merchants of Shamaki, 
they refilled, faying they had them elfewhere as cheap as he could fell them. 

The tenth of June he left Aftrakan, with the ambafladors, having an hundred gun- 
ners to efcort them and him. The 28th of July they reached the city of Kazan 7 , all 
the way through a country where they met with no habitations, or frelh provifions. 
The feventh of Auguft leaving Kazan, they tranfported their goods by water, as far 
as the city of Morurn ; and then by land to Molkow, where they arrived the fecond 
of September. 

The fourth, Jenkinfon appeared before the Emperor, and having killed his hand, 
prefented him with a white cow’s tail of Katay, and a Tartarian drum. After this he 
produced the ambafladors, and the Ruflian Haves. He dined that day in prefence of 
the Emperor, who fent him meat from his table by a Duke, and alked him feveral 
queftions touching the countries where he had been. The feventeenth of February de- 
parting from Molkow, with the Emperor’s leave, he came the twenty-firft to the fac- 
tory at Vologda there he ftaid till the twenty-fifth of March, when having feen the 
company’s goods put on board their boats, he departed, and arrived the ninth of May, 
*5 60, at Kolmogro 0 ; where his journals break oft’. 


The latitudes of the principal places : 


U /ices. 

Akrakhan .... 47 

Entrance into the Cafpian Sea - 46 

Mariguflavc in Turkman - - 4 if 

Urjenz twenty ftages diftant - 42 

Boghfir twenty days farther - 39 


Minutes. 

09 

27 

CO 

18 

10 


* Before written Jaik : it may be pronounced both ways. " 1 Cherkas, as commonly written. 
* Adil, or Atel. 4 Purchas Pilgr. p. 241. 5 Or Kur. or Arrai. 7 In fifty- 

five degrees, thirty *threc minutes latitude. * Or, Wologda, as others write it. l) Furchas, as 
before, p. 24 1. 
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GAS PARC* B ALB I'S VOYAGE TO PEGU, 

AND 

OBSERVATIONS THERE GATHERED FROM HIS OWN ITALIAN RELATION** 

A NNO 1579, on the 13th of December, Gafparo Balbi, a jeweller of Venice, 
travelled with the caravan from Aleppo towards Bagdet and the Eaft Indies : the 
fir ft day came to Bebbe, the fecond to Saguir, the third to Bir, or Albir, on the bank of 
the Euphrates on the left hand, and there embarked their goods for Felugia. They 
llaid till the nth of January in cold and fnow to expect five other barks. Thefe barks 
of Albir are double keeled or bottomed, to prevent harm. On the 12th they came, 
to Tellevini, much afilifted with wind, fnow, and cold. Thence to Matao Lantache 
on the right hand : and fo on to Calatelnegiur, an uninhabited caftle, to Zoxcniafir, to 
Miferafi, to Blis (many dangerous (helves and trunks of trees are in that day’s way) 
to Meliolzura, to Chalagiabar, to Elaman, to Sureich, to Raccha, to Elamora, to 
Aman, to Avagia Abulcna, to Cafabi, to Celibi, the ruinous caftle Zclebc, and the fame 
day half an hour together under mountainous, beetle-browed overlookers threatening 
to fall on them, many (tones whereof lying fallen in the water made it more dreadful, 
(the mountain is called Eltoreftrouil,) and the next day came to ‘two falls or precipices, 
caufed by the (tones carried thither from that overhanging hill’s ruins, fo heightening 
the water, that the fall was ten cubits, every one there making his prayer for a good 
voyage. At night they came to Elder on the right hand of the river, anciently called 
Port of the Chaine, in which was a Turkifh Saniak and Cadi, goodly men, and fairer 
women than in the reft of thofe ports. Thence to Muachefir, to Elpifara, the river 
Cabur falling into Euphrates (coming from Merdin) of a reddifli colour, to Rahabi, 
to Zoxofuldan, to Si.ira, to Gorur, and then under a mountain hollowed by the courfe 
of the water, callad Carteron, menacing a downfall upon us, made the more fearful by a 
threefold fliTu re, and manifold ruins of (tones ; which palled, in a quarter of an hour they 
came to Sora, a caftle near to a great ruined city uninhabited, on the left hand, feeming 
to them greater than Cairo; the mariners affirmed that they had heard their progenitors 
tell that there had been in it 366 gates ; it is called Elefi ; and rowing down the dream 
with four oars from morning to noon, we hardly palled beyond one fide thereof. 
Thence to Ankarg another ruined city, with many mills, whereby it appeareth that Eu- 
phrates hath now a larger channel titan in thofe times. Next was Chaime, and near 
it an engine to throw into a channel to water the fields : to Serna, to Garpilchelbi, to 
Fochelcurini, to Edir, to Rcchtalniel, to Zafira, beyond which are ftraight pufTages, 
and a fepulchrc which they held in veneration, and each mariner threw in a bifeuit fu- 
perftitiouflv to prevent (hipwreck : to Eleuzi, to Ehneftana, to Caftle Anna, near to 
which in Diana, Arborifc an Arabian lord liveth ; to the i(le Anatelbes ; after dan- 
gerous paflagcs to Beggian, another ifle full of date trees, U> Cabin, to Sbcrie, to 
Zouia, to Giera, Genna, Benexi, Dulelgidit, then to two iflands naniclefs, being 
newly made by the river, to Zibida, Vrafa, Fufchelbera, Abufiibur, Aditi, in which 
an Arabic Saniak keepeth ; to Zezirnabus, to Giubau, (refid once of a Saniak), to 
Naufa, to Eit, near to which is a boiling'fountain of pitch, whercwith.the inhabitants 
build their houfes, daubing it on boughs cut from trees, fo that they may feem rather 
of pitch than wood, every one taking what pleafeth him freely ; and if the overflowing 
Euphrates ihould not carry away the pitch thrown into the field where it arifeth, they 
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fay there would be hills raifed by it. Againfl: the forcible ftream of the river is no 
rowing, or fo difficult that a boat in Bir coiling five and twenty ducats in Eit or Felu- 
gia is not worth above five. Following their voyage they came to Caraguol, the inha- 
bitants whereof fpeak Arabic, Turkilh, and Perfian. To water their fields they ufe 
abundance of Ikin bottles (faftened to a chain with cords) drawn up by oxen in a 
mill as in the water houfe at London) which empty themfelves into water palfages. 
Thefe men’s religion is reputed a gallimaufrey or herefy. On the 21ft of February they 
arrived at Felugia. On the 24th at fun-rife they pafled a bridge over a On;m w hih 
runneth when the water is high from Euphrates to Tigris, and came at noon to the 
ruins of a city called Sendia, and then half an hour after to the beginning of Old Ba- 
bylon, and going along by the fame, at night came to Nareifa, midway from Felugia 
to Bagdet ; a place perilous for robbers and lions. Before fun-rife next day we tra- 
velled again along thofe ruins, leaving them on the left hand, feeing pieces of great 
walls ruined, and one piece of the great tower of Babylon, till coming to Mafcadon 
they faw the towers of Bagdet or New Babylon. From Felugia thither the foil feems 
good, yet neither is there tree or green grafs, houfe, or caftle : but mulh- rooms fo 
good that the Moors eat them raw. They were forty-nine days from Bir to Bagdet 
by reafon of the winter. 

The 13th of March 1580, they departed from Bagdet towards Balfara, embarked 
in the Tigris, a river feeming like Nilus, not fo endangered with lhelves and bodies 
of trees as Euphrates. At Ehnaca the river divided into two, one running after into 
Euphrates, the other to Balfara. The inhabitants on the right hand are Arabs, on 
the left Gurgi. On the 1 8th they came to Cher. There are many lions and Arab 
thieves. There are alfo many keepers of oxen, fheep, and goats. Thence to Enca- 
ferami, where each mariner cad in a bifeuit for devotion to a holy man there buried. 
Hitherto both in Euphrates and Tigris they had good air ; but there they began to 
have an ill l'cent of the river, very noifome, and they were in the night endangered 
with a kind of whirlpool, and were fain to call to their conlorts which towed them out. 
The next day they came to Cafale, a Saniak’s refidence, where the Perfian river Ma- 
roan difembogueth. Here the tide was firft encountered from the Perfian Gulf. A 
little beyond at Calaetel they fallen their barks when the tide rifeth which otherwife 
could force them back. The champaigns are well inhabited. They entered Corns, 
and a little beyond encountered a piece of Euphrates joining with Tigris, where abide 
many foldiers with a Saniak to prevent thieves, which by hundreds in a company ufed 
to rob. Here the river (which in fome places had been like Brent) was as large as 
Nilus, and well inhabited. At certain times it is here fo hot that many die thereof: 
and in this voyage four perfons wearied with heat and travel fat down to refrelh them- 
felves awhile, and were overcome by a hot wind which ftrangled all four. On the 
2 1 ft they arrived at Balfara. 

The author’s voyage from Balfara to Ormus, Diu, Goa, Cochin, Cananor, Sedan, 
Negapatan, I omit, and will firft welcome him to St. Thome. 

On the 29th of Ma/ 1 582, in the name of Chrilt we fet fail, dire£ling our prow 
towards the north to avoid certain {helves which are very perilous ; we faw many filhers, 
which took great ftore of filh, which they cat with rice. All that night we failed with 
a fouth wind northerly. About three o’clock the next morning we came to a place 
called the Seveh Pagods, upon which are eight pleafant hillocks, not very high, which 
are feven leagues from St. Thomas, right over againfl it, where we arrived about noon 
the 30th of May, faluting it with three pieces of ordnance. The city of St. Thomas 
is fo called of the reliques of that faint, which are kept here with great veneration ; it 
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is fituatcd in thirteen degrees, and a third part. 1'hc front is towards the weft, very 
ftrong by reafon of the block-houfes, which are upon the port, along towards the lea; this 
port is fo low that elephants cannot enter in at it, for the horfes enter with not a little 
trouble. There are three churches : one very fair of St. Thomas, which is well ferved 
with priefts ; the chief of them is a vicar (for fo they call him) who was fcrit thither 
by the archbifbop of Goa. There is another of St. Francis, very well ferved with ca- 
puchins, and another of St. John the Baptift, w-here the fathers of St. Paul of the com- 
pany of Jefus are in continual prayer : to build this they had not fo many tranfomes 
•s were lufficient, when iniraculoufly a great piece of timber w'as call up by the fea, 
which feemed to be made by the line and meafure of that church. I was here when this 
piece of timber was caft up ; for one day going to mafs to the church of our Lady I 
law a great concourfe of people running to the fea-fide, and I went alfo to fee what 
was the matter, and faw this piece of timber caft upon the fbore. Then the church of 
St. John the Baptift was finilhed, but bccaufe they wanted tranfomes to make the roof 
they covered it w ith ftraw r . This w r as held for a great miracle, that fo great a piece of 
timber Ihould be caft up by the fea ; the point lay towards the quire of the church. 
Moreover when they fawed this piece of wood, they perceived in the outfide of it, as 
alfo within it, a (link of oafe, fo that they could not come near it : whereupon thev 
judged that it was caufed by the abundance of water wherewith it was involved in the 
fea, and that it came from fome far country. But after a while they fet it on end ; and 
now it is fo hard that the Portuguese make ufe of it. The aforefaid Fathers of St . 
Paul have another church in the city dedicated to our Lady, where they baptize the 
< i entiles, and exhort and inftrutt them in matters of faith. There is another church 
called our Lady of Light which is ferved by St. Thomas’s priefts ; but it is three miles 
out of the town. There is alfo another called our Lady of the Mount, and another of the 
Oofs ; here is alio the church of mercy : out of the town there is one of St Lazarus, 
and many others well ferved. St. Thomas is as fair a city as any I faw in that country, 
and the houfes join one to the other fo as to be able to fuccour one another. Without 
the city of St. Thomas is another city environed with walls made of earth, and inhab- 
ited with Gentile foldiers, whofe chieftain is called Adicario, who hath power to exe- 
cute juftice. They oblerve the cuftom to burn their dead in this city, as at Negapatan ; 
but near to this is a city called La Cafta de gli Orefici, Goldfmith’s Row ; they have 
a cuftom when the hulband is dead, to make a pit in the earth, and there to place the 
dead corpl’e crofted legged ; and on the other fide fet his living wife in the fame man- 
ner, and their kindred caft earth upon her, prefling her down that Ihe may die alfo ; 
and when they w'ive they marry with their compeers, as a carpenter takes the daughter 
of a carpenter, and fo of others. The aforefaid inhabitants worlhip fometimes the fi- 
gure of a cow, and at other times of a ferpent called Bittia di Capelli, whofe bite is 
deadly, and it hath one part of the flefti from the middle inverted towards the head. 

The Bramins are wont to burn cow’s excrements, and with the' allies for devotion 
meeting with the Gentiles, to daub their forehead and nofe ; who fo painted, walh 
not that day for devotion of the cow r . T he men which are devc/ted to the pagod or 
ftatue, after they have lived a whole year after their will in carnal pleafures, are wont 
to take a bow and arrow and (hoot their own llclh aloft in the air, which they flalh oft' 
in morfels, and when they can continue no longer in this manner, they cut their own 
throats, thus facrificing their body to the pagod. There are fome alfu which are 
called Amocchi, who are a kind of people called Chiavi, and are not of thofe Gentiles 
of St. 'Thomas, but of the coaft of Chiava, who being weary ofliving, fet thcmfelves in 
the way with a weapon in their hands, which they call a creafe, and kill as many as they 
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meet with, till fomebody killeth them ; and this they do for the lead anger they con- 
ceive, as defperate men. Thefe Gentiles are very different in their adoration, for fome 
worfhip the image of a man, fome of a cow, others of ferpents; others the fun or 
moon ; fome a tree, or the water, and other things. They are accuftomed to celebrate 
many feafts; but in the month of September 1 law one : the people planted a tree in 
the ground like the mad of a fhip, with the main yard acrofs, upon which main yard 
were two hooks fattened ; and there are many which defire to fr?e iheinfelves from trou- 
ble or inifery, who make a vow to the pagod, to hook or gam h themfelves ; and for 
this there are fome appointed that ftand there, who feeing any one that will ganch them-, 
felves for devotion, they firft make an offering, and then they loofbn a cord and let 
down ihe hooks, and with them they fatten the fhoulders of him that will hook himfelf, 
and then they hoift him up aloft, making him turn his face to the pauod and falute it 
three times with his hands in afuppliant manner before his bread, aud make him play 
with a weapon which he carrieth in his hands while he is drawing up: and after awhile 
they let him down and colour the tree with his blood, faying they do it in reverence to 
the pagod ; and then, they let him down and put a rope through the holes which the hooks 
had made, and faftening that cord to the pagod they draw him by little and little to the 
jfhitue by that cord ; then the women of the pagod conduct him to the ftatuc to reverence 
it, and after this they take care to heal him if they can. -And this they do by a vow or 
promife to the pagod to obtain any thing, or in iicknefs to recover health. They have 
another fcafl by night which lafteth eight nights, in a long ftreel of the city full of lights 
on both fides, and three or four perfons take one another by the hands, who have on 
their arms certain bafkets of viands made of rice and milk, and then they run and caft 
that meat behind them, which they fay the devil eats who runs behind them, and while 
they are in this motion they never look behind them, for they fay if they do, they fhail 
fuddenly die : and this is fufllcient refpetting the mad cuftoms of this country. 

On the 13th of September 1583, in the name of Jeliis Chrift, after we had laded 
our merchandize and paid our cuftoms, wc went afliipboard ; and having failed 
until the 23d of this month, we found ourlelves near to Maccareo : it is very 
ftrange what is reported of the ebbings and flowings of the water, and certainly lie 
who. hath not feen them will fcarcely believe them : certain pilots go from 
Martovan, as fwift as an arrow in the incrcafmg of the water, as long as the flood 
lafteth, and the tide being at the height they turn out of the channel and there ride ; 
when the water is fallen on dry land ; and the bore or tide comes as fome great 
tree : and in fuch a time they oppofe the prow againft, and fo expect the fury of the 
water, which refembleth the noife of a great earthquake ; fo that maugre their ftrength 
and (kill the bark is wafhed from head to (tern, and with that violence is carried lwiftlv 
into the channel. After that the wind blew from the the fouth-weft, and we failed to 
the north-weft till the morning, when we found ourfelves at Bara, right over Ncgrais, 
(they call fo in their language the haven which goeth into Pegu,) where we difeovered 
on the left fide of the river a pagod, or varella, all gilded over, which is feen afar oft" 
by the veffels that come from the main, and efpecially when the fun fhines, which 
makes it glifter round about as far as it is feen. And becaufe the rain wafheth it often 
and confumeth the gold, the men of that place often regild it, that the fhips by the 
fplendor thereof may have this benefit to know the haven : and they do it for devotion 
and reverence to the place. We then all rejoiced at that time and made merry ; bo- 
caufed we confidcred, that if wc had arrived there four or five days later we could not 
have entered the haven by reafonof the continual winds which blow there with great fury. 
Then cafting anchor to expert the flood, fo as to fhun fome rocks which arc under the 
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•water ; we faw a place very curioufly adorned with bowers and a church (where the 
talipois refide, which are there as the friars with us,) where the people of this country 
affemble to pray. It is reported, that in this place there are abundance of tigers which 
devour the men and beafts of the country. On the 24th of September there came a 
little bark near us, called a falangara, whereby the captain of our (hip fent a Portu- 
gueze with a prefent to the King, to give him notice of our arrival, and the evening 
following we drew near to the Ifland of Flies, fo called of the multitudes of them, there 
caufed from the abundance of fifh there falted, wherewith all'o we furnilhed our Ihip. 
In the mean time the Ihip went to Cofmi, the lord of the country, who fent twenty 
boats with eight oars a-piece, and a royal almadie, which is a certain long bark rowed 
with many oars and it began to put forth, and two days after the lord of Cofmi came 
together with the Ihip, who prefented our Moorifh captain with great fair hens of a 
very good tafte, and many oranges, w hich grow in great quantity in the country. The 
faid lord was rowed in a bark made very fantaftically ; it was of the length of a foil!, 
but fo narrow that in the middle it feemed not to be above one pace over ; at the head 
and ftern it was as narrow as our gondolos ; but it was very high, and there were more 
than a hundred rowers, which row at the fide with a hundred oars like fticks, and they 
did obferve in their rowing to draw the water towards them all together by rcafon of 
four trumpeters which found when they fhould row, and fit in the middle of the bark ; 
the Signior was in a high cabin made in the middle of the boat, covered after the man- 
ner of the middle part of a gondolo, but greater, with a part before to (hut and opeu as 
he pleafeth. 

Now the 5th of O&ober W'e came to Cofmi, whofe territories on both fides are woody 
and frequented with parrots, tigers, wild boars, apes, and fuch like creatures. Cofmi 
is featcd in fixteen degrees and a third part, and hath the houfes made of great Indian 
canes, and covered with ftraw, fronted towards the north-eaft, fituate in a very fine place 
but fubjcCt to the ravening of tigers, which often enter into the town and catch men and 
beafts, and devour them ; but this they do in the night, for theyabide in the woods all day. 

We departed from Cofmi the 26th of October, with a little paro, that is to fay, a 
voyage bark, having committed our merchandize to the guardian of the great paro, 
and failing dowm the river, at evening we arrived at a village on the left hand of the 
river called Pain Perlon ; and about three o’clock the next morning at Marma Mala, 
and about the evening before a great city on the left hand of the river called Jaccubel ; 
and an hour after at another on the right fide called Tegiatden. The morning follow- 
ing we came to a place called Balatin, where they make pots and jars of excellent fine 
earth, and a little after we faw Dian, a fertile country, plentiful in timber both for 
houfes, Ihips, and barks, where they have certain vefl’els like galea lies, which have on 
both fides from head to ftern cabins with divers merchandizes, and in the middle, inftead 
of the maft, there is a houfe like ours, fo that w ithin them they traffic for ftore of rnulk, 
benjamin, and divers jewels. On the twenty-ninth day we faw the land of Bedogiamana, 
Lagapala, and Purdabui, and the evening we came to a great country called Gungiebui, 
where we tarried with great fear of being afiaulted by thieves, who under the (hew of 
friendlhip betray difperfed pafiengers ; and in like manner we avoided the danger of 
the multitude of tigers, which in thefe parts attack men, and deftroy as many as they 
can get. For this caufe we ftrengthened ourfelves in the middle of the river ; yet they 
report that the fiercenefs of this creature is fuch that he will prey in the water. The 
day following we went in a narrow river like our Brent by Padua, which is fhaded with 
palm-trees that grow in great abundance on both fides of the river : there is the great 
city of Coilan, which is a league long on each fide, which being a perfect fquare make 
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twelve of our miles. After that we came by another city, called Tuvaguedan, where 
are many pagods and flatties ; and at evening we arrived at Leungou, a very fair city, 
feated in a pleafant territory, replenifhed with palm-trees : parting from thence after 
we had feen many buildings on both Tides of the river, about morning we came to a 
great populous city called Silvanfedi, and at evening before another called Moggio, 
where were infinite (lore of great and fmall veflels, all covered from head to ftern with 
ftraw, within which are the families of one houfe, fo that they ferve for convenient 
habitations ; thev ufc to drink in them hot waters made of rice as ftrong as our aqua 
vita- ; thefe barks loll irefli fifh and falted, and drefled in divers fafhions, and other 
forts of provifion ; fo that along that river to the mouth of the fea, which is frefh water, 
they may fail without carrying any victuals, but only money to fpend. The 2d of 
November we came to the city of Dala, where, befides other things, are ten large rooms 
full of elephants, which are kept there by divers l'ervants of the King of Pegu. The 
day following we came to the fair city of Dogon ; it is finely feated, and fronted to- 
wards the fouth-wefl, and where they land are twenty long fteps, as from the pillar of 
St. Mark to the Straw-bridge, the matter of them is ftrong and great pieces of timber, 
and there are great currents of water both at ebb and flood, becaufe it is a place near 
Maccareo, which entercth and goeth out of the mouth of the Sirian, which is a fea-port ; 
and always when the water incrcafeth they go upon the flairs ; when it is ebb it dii- 
covers all around, and makes it a great way dry land. On both Tides of the river, at 
the end of the bank, or at the flairs is a wooden tiger, very great, and painted after the 
natural colour of a tiger ; and there are two others in the midft of the flairs, fo far one 
from another that they feem to fhare the flairs equally. They Hand with open mouth, 
fhewing their teeth and tongue, with their claws lifted up and flretched forth, prepared 
to aflaii him that looks on them. Concerning thefe they told me a foolifh belief which 
they have, that they fland there to guard, for if any fhould be fo bold as to difpleafe 
the pagod, thofe tigers fhould defend him, for he would give them life. After we were 
landed we began to go on the right hand in a large flrcct about fifty paces broad, in 
which we faw wooden houfes gilded, and adorned with delicate gardens after their 
cuftom, wherein their talapois, which are friars, dwell, and look to the pagod, or varella 
of Dogon. The left fide is furnifhed with portals and fhops, very like the new Pro- 
curatia at Venice ; and by this flreet they go towards the varella, for the fpace of a good 
mile flraight forwards, either under penthoufes or in the open flreet, which is free to 
walk in. When we came to the varella, we found a pair of flairs of ninety fteps, as 
long in my judgment as the channel of the Rialto at Venice. At the foot of the firft 
flair are two tigers, one at the right hand and the other at the left ; thefe are of ftone, 
and Hand in the fame Tafhion they do on the fhore fide. The flairs are divided into 
three ; the firft is forty fteps, the fecond thirty, and the third twenty, and at the top of 
each of them is a plain fpacious place. On the laft ftep are angels of ftone, each with 
three crowns one upon the other ; but fo, that that which is the greateft, and that 
which is next leffer, yet greater than the uppermoft, which is the leaft. They have the 
right hand lifted up,* ready to give the benediction, with two fingers flretched out. 
The other hand of the one is laid upon the head of a child, and of the other upon the 
head of an ape ; thefe flatutes are all of ftone. At the right hand is a varella, gilded 
in a round form, made of ftone, and as much in compafs as the flreet before the Vene- 
tian palace, if* it were round ; and the height may equal St. Mark’s bell-tower, not the 
top of it, but the little pinnacles. At the left hand is a fair hall carved and gilded 
within and without ; and this is the place of devotion, whither the people go to hear 
the talapois preach : the flreet is greater than St. Mark’s, at leaft larger j and this is 
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a place of great devotion among ft them, and yearly multitudes of people come by fea 
and by land. And when they celebrate a folemn feaft, the King in perion goeth before 
them all, and with him the Queen, the Prince, and his other foils, with a great train of 
nobles and others, who go to get a pardon. And on this day there is a great mart 
where are all forts of merchandizes which are current in thole countries, which they 
frequent in great multitudes, who come thither not fo much for devotion as traffic, and 
we may freely go thither if we will. Round about this and upon another varel la were 
apes running up and down ; the great and fmall ftairs alfo are full of them. After we 
had feen this, at the foot of the nrft ftair when I went down I turned my face to the left 
fide, and with fome Portugueze which were in my company found, in a fair hall, a very 
large bell, which we mcafured, and found to be feven paces and three hand-breadths, 
and it is full of letters from the top to the bottom, and fo near together that one toucheth 
the other ; they are very well and neatly made ; but there was no nation that could 
underftand them, no not the men of Pegu, and they remember not whence nor how it 
came thither. 

In the evening, about one o’clock at night, we went from this place, and about three 
we came among fome fifliers’ nets, which almoft Ihipwrecked us, as they did one of our 
company, who being entangled in them went under them, and fo was funk ; and this 
was through the negligence of fome filhers, who when they lay forth luch nets, 
ought to have a bark with a light or fire all the night to give warning to failors, that 
they come not on that fide. But praifed be God ! we freed ourfelves in the beft man- 
ner we could. That day after the fun was up, we arrived over againlt the mouth of 
Sirian, which is on the fouth fide, where with fome difficulty we landed, for the’violencc 
of the water drew us into Maccareo. Sirian was an imperial city, where an Emperor 
refided ; the walls and bulwarks are ruined, by which one may fee that it hath been 
very ftrong, and almoft impregnable : but anno 1567, it was fubdued by the King of 
Pegu, who to take it fent a million and a half of men ; and after he had befieged it 
two years with the lofs of half a million of his men, he took it by treafon. Which, 
when the Emperor underftood, he poifoned himfelf, and the reft of his family were car- 
ried away prisoners upon elephants, who returned in great numbers, laden with gold, 
jewels, and other precious things. Departing from Sirian we purfued our voyage, 
feeing many inhabited towns, called by divers names. Finally we came to a place called 
Meccao, where we difembarked to go by land to Pegu, being about twelve miles. 
Over againft Meccao are certain habitations where the King of Pegu was then for his 
difport, who caufeth there beautiful gilded velfels to be made, befeeming fuch a King. 
From Cofmi to Meccao we were eleven days on our voyage, Failing always by rivers of 
frelh water, which ebb and flow, and on both fides there arc houfes and habitations 
made upon piles planted in the earth, fo that the tigers cannot moleft the inhabitants ; 
they go up to them upon ladders made of light wood, which they draw up. Some of 
the inhabitants keep buffaloes in their houfes ; for they fay that the tigers will not come 
near the places where thefe beafts are, by reafon of their ill favoyr : they are in thefe 
countries of unmeafurable greatnefs and thicknefs. For the voyage of St. Thomas to 
Pegu, it is good to carry bracelets, which they make of glafs in St. Thomas, for with 
thefe better than with money you may buy victuals, and there in the city where you buy 
them they are fold at a low price, but if they are enamelled they fell then? dear. The 
number of pagods, or varellas, which we faw in this voyage I write not, for they are 
innumerable, and in divers lhapes j but I only fay that on the fhore where we landed to 
.go to Dogon, which is made of large ftrong timoers, are two ftatues, whioh refemble 
two boys from the head downwards, their faces after the likenefs of devils with two 
vol. ix. 3 f . wings* 
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wings. There are fome varellas gilded, and fet in fair places, to which they come and 
offer gold and other merchandize in great quantity, to maintain their gilding ; for the 
rain fpoils it. About thefe varellas are found tied many apes of that kind which re- 
ferable mountain cats, which we call monkies ; they keep them very carefully, holding 
them to be creatures beloved of God, becaufe they have their hands and feet like 
human creatures ; and therefore their woods are full of them, for they never take any, 
except for their varellas and ftatues. 

There are two cities of Pegu, the old and the new; in the former ftrangers and 
merchants inhabit, who arc many, and utter great ftore of merchandize ; in this alfo 
is the King’s nobles, and gentlemen, and other people. The new is not very large ; it 
was built by the father of the prefent King, on a fudden, in a very neat fafhion and 
with wonderful flrength : the old is very ancient, and reafonably great, with many 
houfes made of great canes and many magazines of brick to keep wares in ; and to 
fpeak of the old city of Pegu, as of the nobler, becaufe of the King’s refidence in it, 
and of all his court, you mult know that the city is pleafantly feated in the altitude of 
fixteen degrees and a third part ; it is environed with walls, and hath the form of a 
perfect fquare, and in every l'quare arc five gates : round about it are many ditches 
full of water which continues all the year, and in them are many crocodiles, which are 
put in there, that if any wade over thefe ditches they may be taken and killed. 

After I was provided with a good druggerman and interpreter, the noife of trumpets 
was heard, which fignified we fhould fee the King, and have audience of him ; we en- 
tered within the fecond gate, whereby they go into the court yard, and the interpreter 
and I call ourfelves upon our knees on the ground, and with our hands elevated in 
humble wife, and making a {hew three times before wc rofe of killing the ground ; and 
three other times we did thus before we came near to the place where the King fat with 
his femini, proftrate on the earth (for no Chriftian, how near foever to the King, nor 
Moorilh captains, except of his femini, come in that place fo near the King). I heard 
all his fpeech, but underftood it not : I gave the emeralds to the interpreter, who lifted 
them up over his head, and again made reverence, by them called rombee ; and as foon 
as the King faw it, a Nagiran, that is to fay, the “ Lord of his words,” or interpreter, 
making the like rombee, took the emeralds and gave them into the King’s hand, and then 
went out of his prefence, who a little while after called him, commanding him as lord 
of his words, that he fhould alk me what countryman I was ; how many years it was 
fince I left my country, and what was my name, and from what place I had brought thofe 
emeralds ; and I with the accuftomed rombee, (for at every word they fpeak they mull 
make fuch an obeifancc,) anfwered, that my name was Gafpar Balbi ; that I had been 
on my voyage four years, and that I had brought the emeralds from Venice to give 
His Majefty, the fame of whofe bounty, courtefy and greatnefs, was fpread over the 
wor'ld,and especially in our parts, to be the greateftKing in the world : all this was written 
in their letters, and read by the lord of his words to Hte Majefty. He commanded to afk 
tne in what part Venice was feated, and what King governed it ; and I told him that it 
w r as in the kingdom 6f Italy, and that it was a republic or free ftate, not governed by 
any King. When the King heard this, he greatly wondered ; fo that he began to laugh 
fo exceedingly, that he was overcome by the cough, which made him that- he could 
hardly fpeak to his great men. Laftly, he demanded if that King which laft took Por- 
tugal were a'fe great, and if Venice were warlike. To which I anfwered, that King 
Philip that had taken Portugal was the potenteft King among the Chriftians, and that 
the Venetians were in league with him, but had no fear of any, yet fought friendfhip 
with. all, And then I reported the overthrow which the Venetians gave the Emperor 



dAS?AHO BAl.Bl’s VOYAGE TO 


4<5$ 

of the Turks. Amethi, who at that time was at Mecca, confirmed this to be true of the 
defeat of the TurkHh armada. Then he gave me a. cup of gold, dnd five pieces of 
China damalk of divers colours, and bade them tell me, tnat he gave me thefe, and did 
not fo pay me for my emeralds, for which I fhould be contented by his public ter- 
reca, which are his treafurefs. This was holden for novelty by them that faw it, for 
it was not the King's cuftom to prefent any thing to any. Moreover, the King ordered, 
that for the wares which I had brought, the deCagini fhould not make me pay any tax 
or cuftom. 

The King nourifheth at his charge more than eight hundred domeftic elephants of 
war j but for wild ones they may have as many as they will, for the woods are full of 
them. The buffaloes of this country are of beretline colour, but fo great that they are 
like elephants. There are creatures as with us, and many alfo of other kinds. When 
he goeth to his recreations folemnly, or in his robes, four white elephants go before 
him vefted with gold, having their teeth inclofed in (heath wrought with jewels. The 
King of Pegu hath great ftore of artillery of all forts ; but he wants men to manage 
them ; he might make as many gallics, foifts, and galleaffes as he would, if he had men 
to govern them, and to make them, and therefore makes none : yet v'hen he undertakes 
any enterprize he carries with him fmall ordnance, which an* governed by certain gun- 
ners, Moons of Bcngala, of whom, as of ftrangers, h * h; th fmall confidence. 

The King of Ava, being fubjedt to the King of Pegu, and brother to his father, had 
a purpofe to make himfelf mafter of his nephew’s kingdom, and to make himfelf King, 
becaufe he was the ancienter of the royal branch ; therefore at the inauguration of the 
prefent KiQg, he would not come to do him homage as he ought, and as other Kings 
and dukes his fubjefts did ; he did not only abfent himfelf, but alfo kept back the 
prefent of jewels which he was wont to give, and reftrained alfo the trade from his 
country to Pegu, not fuffering any merchant to pafs, but fought to confpire with his 
chief courtiers againft the King of Pegu, who as a good nephew diflembled if, the faid 
King of Ava being recommended to him from his father before his death. Finally, the 
the King of Pegu, willing to clear himfelf of the ill will conceived againft the King of 
Ava his uncle, fent one of his houfhold fervants to him, who was (lain by the King of 
Ava becaufe of the war, trufting that the grandees of the kingdom of Pegu would favour 
his part, and revolt from their natural lord to fet him in his place. Therefore the King 
of Pegu proclaimed war againft Ava, and called to him his bagnh and femini, and gave 
order to his decagini, that as they came he fhould put them in prifon ; which being 
performed by the decagini, the King ordained that the morning following they fhould 
make an eminent and fpacious fcaffold, and caufe all the grandees to come upon it, and 
then fet fire to it and burn them all alive. But to fhew that he did this with juftice* 
fee fent another mandate, that he fhould do nothing till he had an olla, or letter, 
written with his hand in letters of gold} and in the meantime he commanded him to 
retain all the prifoners of the grandees families unto the women great with child, and 
thofe who were in their Twaddling cloaths, and fo he brought them ajl together upon the 
fcaffold ; and the King fent the letter that he fhould burn them, and the decagini per- 
formed it, and burnt them all, fo that there was heard nothing but weeping, fhrleking, 
crying, and fobbing : for there were four thoufand in number which were fo burned, 
great and fmall, for which exccuiion were public guards placed by the kijig, and all 
of the old and new city were forced to afliit them : I alfo went thither and law it with 
great compaflion and grief, that little children without any fault fhould fuffer fuch 
martyrdom, and among others there was one of his chief fecretaries, who was laft put 
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in to be burned, yet was freed by the King’s order ; but his leg was begun to be burnt, 
fo that he was lame. 4 

And after followed this order from His Majefty, that thofe other captains which re- 
mained (hould come to him ; and he faid to them, “ you have feen what we have done 
to traitors, but be faithful, and fet in order all the people as you can, for I am a captain 
that war jufUy, going without any fear of not overcoming and fo on a fudden, and 
within a few days, he gathered together out of both the cities more than three hundred, 
thoufand perfons, and encamped without the city. Ten days after that flaw the King upon, 
an elephant, all over covered with gold and jewels, go to war with great courage, with 
a fword after our cuftorn fent him by the viceroy of Goa, the hilt whereof was gilded * 
the faid viceroy was called Don Louis de Zuida : he left the white elephants in the city. 
After that the King fell fick of the fmall-pox, but when he was well he encountered with 
the King of Ava, and they two fought body to body without any hindrance of the 
armies ; who being equally matched, as their cuftorn is, combatted bravely, as did alfo 
the guard of this King with that of the other ; and after the Kings had fought a while 
hand to hand, firft with arquebufies, then with darts, and laftly with the fword, the 
elephant of the King of Pegu broke his right tooth with charging that of Ava, in which 
fury he fo coupled with that of the other elephant that the King of Pegu killed the King 
of Ava, and he remained flightly wounded on one arm, and in the mean while his ele- 
phant fell dead under him, and the King of Pegu mounted upon that of Ava. But 
when the army of Ava faw their King dead, they ceafed to fight, and demanded pardon 
of the King of Pegu, who with a joyful countenance praifing their valour pardoned them 
all, and making a nnifter found that of three hundred thoufand which he brought from 
Pegu, there died in that battle more than 200,000, and little lefs of thofe of Ava. After 
this victory he ordered that Ava (hould be deftroyed, and all the people made prifoners, 
among whom was the queen taken prifoner, who was fifter of the King of Pegu, 
and confined during her life in a large houfe with many royal attendants ; but (he agreed 
never to go forth. The reft of the citizens were baniftied to live in woods among tigers 
and other creatures, and this was becaufc the King of Pegu could not find the great 
treafure which the King of Ava had. This war was in the beginning of the month of 
April, when in that country falls great (lore of rain, caufing great cold in a place called 
Meccao ; and the fourteenth day of July, in fix days he returned unexpectedly to Pegu, 
not finding the city with thofe guards which His Majefty had appointed, but at the 
requeft of the Prince his fon he did no other juftice. 

On his arrival he underftood that when he was at the war, there had arrived under 
excufe to come to his favour the fon of the Emperor of Silon (or Siam), with fifty 
elephants of war, and eight hundred horfes, befides arquebuffers, pikemen, and 
foldiers with fwords, who were fent towards Ava by the great Brama ; but inftead of 
taking his way towards the coaft, he returned to Silon. 

In the meantime was brought into Pegu the elephant of the King of Ava, which was 
fo much difeontented that all the day long he mourned ; I myfelf faw him lament, and that 
he would, eat but very little ; and this I faw in the lodging where the King of Pegu was 
wont to keep his, where continually were two femini that prayed him to eat and mourn 
no longer, but be merry, for he was come to ferve a King greater than his own. 
Notwithftanding this elephant would not ceafe from tears, and always in token of forrow 
field down his trunk j and thus he continued the fpace of fifteen days, when he began 
to eat, to the King's great content. When the teeth of the King’s elephant which died 
in battle, by command of His Majefty were made certain p^gods or ftatues, which were 
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laid up to be kept among the pagods of gold and filver. Afterwards the King made 
five other of gonza *, which was a marvellous thing to fee ; for fitting crofs-legged, 
they were as high as a ftrong man could fling a ftone, and they were engraved fairly 
and curioufly : one toe of the foot was greater than a man,- and thefe pagods were fet 
in public before the palace, and befpangled with gold. 

The war of Ava being now finifhed, the King of Silon, who was fubjeft-to the King 
of Pegu, fent one to His Majefty to tell him that it grieved hitn that a Have had given 
anfwer to his fon, whom he had fent to aid the King himfelf, and therefore now he made 
no more account of him, nor held him for his lord ; therefore the King of Pegu fent 
forth a great army againft Silon, under the conduct of the Great Brama, who, after he 
had loft many people through*the heat, and through the great fortitude of Silon, could 
obtain nothing of him but this, that if the King of Pegu would come to the camp he 
would reverence him, but he would not yield himfelf to his inferior : and the King of 
Pegu anfwertd, that he would have his Laft Have fubdue his fubjeft. Although they 
kept a ftraight fiege againft Silon, yet the city flood it out manfully. It hath been an 
imperial city ; the houfes are of timber, built high becaufe of the overflpwing of the river. 
In winterjevery houfe hath a boat to tranfport their people from one fide of the river to the 
other : there are many houl'es of poor people made upon great planks with edifices of 
wood or great canes built on them, which they guide whither they will, to buy and fell 
any fort, of merchandize, which is exercifed by women, who when a Ihip comes to that 
place do not unload it ; but go themfelves upon thefe rafts to negociate, buy, and fell. 
The people of Silon are Gentiles, as thofe of Pegu ; they are white and beautiful ; they 
fear not to be overcome by the King of Pegu after this manner ; for his father brought 
them to his obedience, going in perfon, and accompanied with 800,000 men ; neither 
had he taken it, if it had not been by treafon, by opening a gate ; there were many 
Portuguefe then taken prifoners, who were freed by the prefent King of Pegu with 
commendations for doing what the King of Silon commanded them. In the mean- 
time there was a great foe kindled in a ftreet of the Portuguese in Pegu 5 by the diver- 
fity of winds which blew it burned more than 3800 houfes, and 1'ome pagods and praying 
places : and as it is a cuftom that the King of Pegu in fuch cafes proceeds againft thofe 
who are authors of fuch a fire, there was fearch made who kindled the fire, and he was 
certified that it was in the houfe of a Portugueze pilot who brought us to the city. The 
King made no Ihew of judging this to have been for malice ; but we were in continual 
fear of burning, and fo, much the rather, becaufe one of the King’s diviners told him, 
that if he would have the vi&ory of Silon he muft bum a city as his father did ; and 
therefore we doubted that he would deftroy this old city of Pegu ; but he was difiuaded 
from it by the Prince his fon, who is very courteous and pleafant, and much delighted in 
difeharging arquebuffes, and to Ihoot with bows ; he is of great ftature, and brown as 
his father ; when he goes abroad he is carried in a palankin very pompoufly (as his 
other three little brothers are alfo) under a cloth of ftate openly. 

[Our author proceedeth in large difeourfes of this country, and the occurrences of that 
time, which (fo much as is neceflary) we have in fome of our Pcguan relators, Frederike, 
Fitch, or the Jefuits, and are therefore here omitted.} 

* A mixt metal of brafs and tin, whereof they make money. 
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THE VOYAGE 

Of Mr. RALPH FITCH, Merchant of London, 

TO ORMUS, AND SO TO GOA IN THE EAST INDIA; 

TO CAMBAIA, CANOES, BENGADA ; TO BACOLA AND CHON DERI, TO PEGU, 
TO JAMAIIAY IN THE KINGDOM OF SIAM, AND BACK TO PEOU, 

And from thence to 

MALACCA ZEILAN, COCHIN, AND ALL THE COAST OF TIIR EAST INDIA. 
Begun in the Year of our Lord 1583, and ended 1591. 


I N the year of our Lord 1583, I Ralph Fitch of London, merchant, being dcfirous to 
fee the countries of theEaft India, in the company of Mr. John Newberie, merchant, 
(who had been at Ormus once before) of William Lecdes, Jeweller, and James 
Storie, Painter, being chiefly fet forth by the Right Worlhipful Sir Edward Olborne, 
Knight, and Mr. Richard Staper, citizens and merchants of London, did fliip myfelf 
in a fhip of London called the Tygre, wherein we went for Tripolis in Syria : anil 
from thence we took the way to Alepo, which we went in feven days with the carovan. 
Being in Alepo and finding good company, we went from thence to Birra, which is 
two days and a half travel with camels. 

Birra is a little town, but very plentiful of victuals : and near to the wall of the 
town runneth the river Euphrates. Here we bought a boat, and agreed with a 
mailer and bargemen to go to Babilon. Thefe boats be but for one voyage, for the 
flream doth rup fo fall downwards that they cannot return. They carry you to a 
town which they call Felugia, and there you fell the boat for a little money ; for that 
which coil you fifty at Birra, you fell there for feven or eight. From Birra to Felugia 
is fixteeti days’ journey ; it is not good that one boat go alone, for if it fhould chance 
to break, you fhould have much ado to fave your goods from the Arabians, w r ho be 
always thereabouts robbing : and in the night when your boats be made fail, it is 
neceffary that you keep good watch. For the Arabians who are thieves, will come 
fwimming and fteal your goods and flee away, againfl: which a gun is very good, for 
they fear it very much. In the river of Euphrates from Birra to Felugia there are 
certain places where you pay cuftom, fo many medines for a fome or camels lading, 
and certain raifins and foap, which is for the fons of Arborife, who is lord of the 
Arabians and all that great defart, and hath fome villages upon the river. Felugia, 
where you unload your goods which come from Birra, is a little village : from whence 
you go to Babilon in a day. 

Babilon is a town not very great but very populous, and of great traffic with ftrangers; 
for that is the way to Perfia, Turkey and Arabia : and from thence do go carovans 
for thefe and other places. Here are great (lore of victuals, which come from Armenia 
down the river of Tygris. They are brought upon rafts made of goat-fkins blown full 
of wind and Hoards laid upon them ; and thereupon they load their goods which are 
brought down to Babilon, which being difeharged they open their flrins, and carry 
them back by camels, to ferve another time. Babilon in times jjaft did belong to the 
kingdom of Perfia, but now is fubjeft to the Turks. Over againit Babilon there is ^ 
very fair village, from whence you pafs to Babilon upon a bridge made of boats, and 
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tied to a great chain of ipon, which is mad© faft on either fide of the river. When 
any boats are to pafs up or down the river, they take away certain of the boats until 
they be part. 

The tower of Babel is built on this fide the river Tygris, towards Arabia from the 
town about feven or eight miles, which tower is ruinated on all fides, and with the 
fell thereof hath made as it were a little mountain, fo that it hath no lhape at all : it 
was made of bricks dried in the fun, and certain canes and leaves of the palm tree laid 
betwixt the bricks. There is no entrance to be feen to go into it. It doth (land upon 
a great plain betwixt the rivers of Euphrates and T ygris. 

By the river Euphrates two days' journey from .Babilon at a place called Ait, in a 
field near unto it, is a ftrange thing to fee : a mouth that doth continually throw forth 
againft the air boiling pitch with a filthy fmoke; which pitch doth run abroad into a 
great field, which is always full thereof. The Moors fay that it is the mouth of hell* 
By reafon of the great quantity of it, the men of that country pitch their boats two 
or three inches thick on the outfide fo that no water doth enter into them. Their 
boats are called danec. When there is great ftore of water in the Tygris, you may go 
from Babilon to Bafora in eight or nine days : if there be fmall ftore it will coft you 
the more days. 

Bafora in times paft was under the Arabians, but now is fubjett to the Turks. But 
fome of them the Turks cannot fubdue, for that they hold certain ifiands in the river 
Euphrates, which the Turks cannot win of them. They are all thieves and have no 
fettled dwelling, but remove from place to place with their camels, goats and horfes, 
wives and children, and all.. They have large blue gowns, their wives’ ears and nofes 
are ringed very full of rings of copper and filver, and they wear rings of copper about 
their legs. * 

Bafora ftandeth near the gulf of Perfia, and is a town of great trade in fpices and 
drugs which come from Ormus. There is alfo great ftore of wheat, rice and. dates 
growing thereabout, wherewith they ferve Babilon and all the country. Ormus, and 
all the parts of India. I went from Bafora to Ormus down the gulf of Perfia, in a 
certain fhip made of boards and fowed together with cayro, which is thread made ofr 
the hulk of cocoas and certain canes or ftraw leaves fewed upon the feams of the boards, 
which is the caufe that they leak very much. And fo having Perfia always on the left 
hand and the coaft of Arabia on the right hand we palled many iflands, and among, 
others, the famous ifland Baharim, from whence come the belt pearls, which are round 
and orient. 

Ormus is an ifland in circuit about five and twenty or thirty miles, and is the drieft 
ifland in the world ; for there is nothing growing in it but only fait ; for the water, 
wood or viftuals, and all things neceflary come out of Perfia, which is about twelve 
miles from thence. All thereabout is very fruitful, from w hence all kind of victuals- 
arefent into Ormus. The Portugueze have a caftle here which llandeth near unto the 
fea, wherein there is a captain for the King of Portugal, having under him a convenient 
number of foldiers, whereof fome part remain in the caftle and fome In the town In this 
town are merchants of all nations, and many Moors and Gentiles. Here is a very great 
trade of all forts of lpices, drugs, filk, cloth of li Ik, fine tapeftry of Perfia, great ftore of 
pearls which come from the ifle of Baharim, and are the* beft pearls of all others, and 
many horfes of Perfia, which ferve all India. They have a Moor to theit* King, who 
is chofen and governed by the Portugueze. Their women are very ftrangely attired, 
wearing on their nofes, ears, necks, arms and legs, many rings let with jewels, and locks 
of filver and gold in their ears, and. a long. bar of gold upon the fide ot their nofes. 

Their. 
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Their ears with the weight of their jewels are worn fo wide, that a man may thruft 
three of his fingers into them. Here very (hortly after our arrival wc were put in 
prifon, and had part of our goods taken from us by the captain of the caftle whofe 
name was Don Mathias de Albuquerque ; and from hence the eleventh of O&ober, 
he (hipped us and lent us for Goa unto the viceroy, who at that time was Don Francifea 
de Mafcarenhas. The (hip wherein we were embarked for Goa belonged to the 
captain, and carried one hundred and twenty four horfes in it. All merchandize 
carried to Goa in a (hip wherein are horfes pay no cuftom in Goa. The horfes pay 
cuftom ; the goods pay nothing ; but if you come in a (hip which bringeth no horfes, 
you are then to pay eight in the hundred for your goods. The fi v d city of India that we 
arrived at on the fifth of November, after we had palled the coad of Zindi, is called 
Diu, which flandeth on an ifland in the kingdom of Cambaia, and is the ftrongeft 
town that the Portugueze have in thofe parts. It is but little, but well dored with 
merchandize ; for here they load many great (Kips with divers commodities for the 
(traits of Mecca, for Ormus, and other places, and thefe are (hips of the Moors and of 
Chrillians. But the Moors cannot pals, except they have a palfport from the 
Portugueze. 

Cambaietta is the chief city of that province, which is great and very populous, 
and fairly built for a town of the Gentiles : but if there happen any famine, the people 
will fell their children for very little. The lad King of Cambaia was Sultan Badu, who 
was killed at the liege of Diu, and Ihortly after his city was taken by the Great Mogor, 
who is King of Agra and of Delli, which are forty days’ journey from the country of 
Cambaia. Here the women wear upon their arms infinite numbers of rings made of 
elephants’ teeth, wherein they take fo much delight that they had rather be without 
their meat than without their bracelets. Going from Diu we calfee to Daman, the 
fecond town of the Portugueze in the country of Cambaia, which is diftant from Diu 
forty leagues. Here is no trade but of corn and rice. They have many villages 
under them which they quietly poffefs in time of peace, but in time of war the enemy 
is mafter of them. From thence we paffed by Bafaim, and from Balaim to Tana, at 
both which places is fmall trade but only of corn and rice. 

The tenth of November, we arrived at Chaul which ftandeth in the firm land. 
There are two towns, the one belonging to the Portugueze and the other to the 
Moors. That of the Portugueze is neared to the fea, and commandeth the bay, 
and is walled round about. A little above that is the town of the Moors, which is 
governed by a Moor King called Xa-Maluco. Here is great traffic for all forts of 
(pices, and drugs, filk, and cloth of filk, fandals, elephants’ teeth, ?md much China 
work, and much fugar which is made of the nut called Gagara ; the tree is called 
the palmer ; which is the mod profitable tree in the world : it doth always bear fruit 
and doth yield wine, oil, fugar, vinegar, cords, coals, and of the leaves are made 
thatch for the houfes, fails for (hips, mats to fit or lie on : of the branches they make 
their houfes, and brooms to fweep j of the tree wood for (hips. The wine doth iflfue 
out of the top of the tree. They cut a branch of a bough and bind it hard, and hang 
an earthen pot upon it, which they empty every morning and every evening and diftil 
it, and put in certain dried raifins, and it becometh very drong wine in a (hort time. 
Hitherto many (hips come from all parts of India, Ormus, and from Mecca : here 
are many Mbors and Gentiles. They have a very drange order among them, they 
worfhip a cow, and edeem much of the cows’ dung to paint the walls of their houfes. 
They will kill nothing, not fo much as a loufe $ for they hold it a fin to kill any 
thing. They eat no flelh, but live on roots, and rice, and milk. And when the 
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liufband dieth, his wife is burned with him, if fhe be alive ; if (lie will not, her head 
is fhaven, and there is never any account made of her after. They fay if they fhould 
be buried it were a great fin, for of their bodies would come many worms and other 
vermin, and when their bodies were confumed, thofe worms would lack fuftenance, 
which were a fin, therefore they will be burned. In Cainbaia they will kill nothing, 
nor have any thing killed : in the town they have hofpitals to keep lame dogs and cats, 
and for birds. They will give meat to the ants. 

Goa is the moll principal city which the Portugueze have in India, wherein the Vice- 
roy remaineth with his court. It fiandeth in an ifland, which may be five-and-twenty 
or thirty miles about. It is a fine city, and for an Indian town very fair. The ifland 
is very fair, full of orchards and gardens, and many palmer-trees, and hath fome vil- 
lages. Here are many merchants of all nations. And the fleet which cometh every 
year from Portugal, which are four, five, or fix great fhips, cometh firft hither : and. 
they come for the mod part in September, and remain there forty or fifty days, and then 
go to Cochin, where they load their pepper for Portugal. Oftentimes they load one in 
Goa, the reft go to Cochin, which is from Goa a hundred leagues fouthward. Goa 
ftandeth in the country of Hidalcan, which lieth in the country fix or feven days’ jour- 
ney. Its chief city is called Bifapor. At our coming we were call: into prifon, and 
examined before the juftice and demanded for letter, and were charged to be fpies ; 
but they could prove nothing by us. We continued in prifon until the twenty-fecond 
of December, and then we were fet at liberty, putting in fureties for two thoufand 
ducats not to depart the town ; which fureties Father Stephens, an Englifh jefuit which 
we found there, and another religious man a friend of his, procured for us. Our 
furety’s name was Andreas Taborer, to whom we paid two thoufand one hundred and 
fifty ducats, and ftill he demanded more : whereupon we made fuit to the viceroy 
and juftice to have our money again, confidering that they had had it in their hands 
near five months, and could prove nothing againft us. The viceroy made us a very 
fharp anfwer, and faid we fhould be better lifted before it were long, and that they 
had further matter againft us. 

Whereupon we prefently determined rather to feek our liberty than to be in danger 
for ever to be flaves in the country, for it was told us we fhould have the ftrapado. 
The fifth day of April 1585 in the morning we ran from thence: and being fet over 
the river we went two days on foot not without fear, not knowing the way nor 
, having any guide, for we durft truft none. One of the firft towns which we came to 
is called Bellargan, where there is a great market kept of diamonds, rubies, faphires, 
and many other foft ftones. From Bellargan we went to Bifapor, which is a very 
great town where the King doth keep his court. He hath many Gentiles in his court, 
and they are great idolaters. They have their idols ftanding in the woods which they 
call pagods. Some are like a cow, fome like a monkey, fome like buffaloes, fome 
like peacocks, and fome like the devil. Here are very many elephants which they 
go to war with. Here they have good ftore of gold and filver. Their houl'es are of 
ftone, very fair and high. From hence we went for Gulconda", the King whereof is 
called Cutup de lalhach. Here, and in the kingdom of Itidalcan, and in the country 
of the King of Decan, are the diamonds found of the old water. It is a very fair town, 
pleafant, with fair houfes of brick and timber ; it aboundeth with^ great ftore of 
fruits and frelh water. Here the men and women go with a cloth bound about their 
middles, without any more apparel. We found it here very hot. 

The winter beginneth here about the laft of May. In thefe parts is a port or haven 
called Mafulipatan, which ftandeth eight days’ journey from hence towards the gylf 
vol. ix. 30, of 
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of Bengala, whither come many fhips out of India, Pegu, and Sumatra, very richly 
laden with pepper, fpices, and other commodities. The country is very good and 
fruitful. From thence I went to Servidore, which is a fine country, and the King is 
called. The King of Bread. The houfes here are all thatched and made of loam. Here 
are many Moors and Gentiles, but there is little religion amongft them. From thence 
I went to Bellapore, and fo to Barrampore, which is in the country -of Zelabdim 
Echebar. In this place their money is made of a kind of filver round and thick to the 
value of twenty-pence, which is very good filver. It is marvellous great and a populous 
country. In their winter, which is in June, July, and Auguft, there is no palling 
in the llrcets but with horfes, the waters are fo high. The houfes are made of loam 
and thatched. Here is great ftore of cotton cloth made, and painted cloths of cotton 
wool : alio groweth great plenty of corn and rice. We found a great number of 
marriages both in towns and villages in many places we palfed through, of boys of 
eight or ten years, and girls of five or fix years old. They both ride upon one horfe 
very trimly decked, and are carried through the town with great piping and playing, 
and fo return home and eat of a banquet made of rice and fruits, and there they 
dance the greateft part of the night, and fo make an end of the marriage. They lye 
not together until they are ten years old. They fay they marry their children fo 
young, becaufe it is an order that when the man dieth, the woman mult ;be burned 
with him : fo that if the father die, yet they may have a father-in-law to help to bring 
up the children which are married ; and alfo that they will not leave their fons without 
wives, nor their daughters without hulbands. 

From thence we went to Mandoway, which is a very ftrong town. It was befieged 
twelve years by Zelabdim Echebar, before he could win it. It ftandeth upon a very 
high rock, as the greateft number of their caftles do, and was of a very great circuit. 
From hence we went to Ugini and Serringe, where we overtook the ambalfador of 
Zelabdim Echebar, with a prodigious great company of men, elephants and camels. Here 
is a great trade of cotton, and cloth made of cotton, and great plenty of drugs. From 
thence we went to Agra, palling many rivers, which by reafon of the rain were fo 
fwollen, that we waded and fwam oftentimes for our lives. Agra is a very great and 
populous city, built with ftone, having fair and large ftreets, with a river running 
by it, which falleth into the gulf of Bengala. It hath a fair and ftrong caftle with a 
very fair ditch. Here are many Moors and Gentiles : the King is called Zelabdim 
Echebar ; the people for the moft part call him the Great Mogor. From thence we 
went to Fatepore, which is the place where the King kept his court. The town is 
greater than Agra, but the houfes and ftreets are not fo fair. Here dwell many people, 
both Moors and Gentiles. The King hath in Agra and Fatepore, as they do credibly 
report, one thoufand elephants, thirty thoufand horfes, one thoufand and four hun- 
dred tame deer, eight hundred concubines : fuch ftore of ounces, tigers, buffaloes, 
cocks and hawks, that is very ftrange to fee. He keepeth a great court, which they 
call Dericcan. Agra [and Fatepore are two very great cities, either of them much 
greater than London, ' and very populous. Between Agra and Fatepore are twelve 
miles, and all the way is a market of victuals and other things, as full as though a 
man were ftill in a town, and fo many people as if a man were in a market. They 
have many fine carts, and many of them carved and gilded with gold, with two 
wheels, which are drawn by two little bulls about the bignefs of our great dogs in 
England, and they will run with any horfe, and carry two or three men in one of 
thefe carts : they are covered with filk or very fine cloth, and are ufed here as our 
coaches are in England. Hither is great refort of merchants freim Perfia, and out of 
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and very much merchandize of filk and cloth, and of precious flones, both rubies, 
diamonds, and pearls. The King is apparelled in a white cabie made like a Ihirt, 
tied with firings on the one fide, and a little cloth on his head, coloured oftentimes with 
red or yellow. None come into his houfe but his eunuchs who keep his women. 

Here in Fatepore we flayed all three till the twenty-eighth of September 1585; 
and then Mr. John Newberie took his journey toward the city of Lahore, determining 
from thence to go to Perfia and then for Aleppo or Conflantinople, whither he 
could get quickeft pafiage to ; and directed me to go for Bengala and for Pegu, and 
promifed me, if it pleafed God, to meet me in Bengala within two years with a fhip 
out of England. 1 left William Leades, the jeweller, in the fervice of the King 
Zelabdim Echcbar in Fatepore, who entertained him very well, and gave him a houfe 
and five flaves, a horfe, and every day fix S. S. in money. 

I went from Agra to Satagam in Bengala, in the company of one hundred and 
four fcore boats, laden with fait, opium, hinge, lead, carpets, and various other com- 
modities, down the river Jemena. The chief merchants are Moors and Gentiles. In 
thefe countries they have many flrange ceremonies. The Bramens, which are their 
priefls, come to the water, and have a firing about their necks made with great cere- 
monies, and lade up water with both their hands, and turn the firing firfl with both 
their hands within, and then one arm after the other out. Though it be never fo cold 
they will wafh themfelves in cold water or in warm. Thefe Gentiles will cat no flefh, 
nor kill any thing. They live on rice, butter, milk, and fruits. They pray in the water 
naked, and drefs their meat and eat it naked, and for their penance they lye flat upon 
the earth, and rife up and turn themfelves about thirty or forty times, and ufe to heave 
up their hands to the fun, and to kifs the earth, with their arms and legs flretched 
out, and their right leg always before the left. Every time they lye down, they make 
a fcore on the ground with their finger, to know when their flint is finifhed. The 
Bramens mark themfelves in the forehead, ears, and throat, with a kind of yellow gear 
which they grind, and every morning they do it. They have fomc old men who go 
in the flreets with a box of yellow powder, and mark men on their heads and necks 
as they meet them. And their wives come by ten, twenty, and thirty together, to the 
water fide finging, and there wafh themfelves, and then ufe their ceremonies, and 
mark themfelves in their foreheads and faces, and carry fome with them, and fo depart 
finging. Their daughters are married at or before the age of ten years. The men 
may have feven wives. They are a kind of crafty people, worfe than the Jews. When 
they falute one another they heave up their hands to their heads and fay, “ Rame, 
Rame.” 

From Agra I came to Prague, where the river Jemena entereth into the mighty 
river Ganges, and Jemena lofeth its name. Ganges cometh out of the north-well, 
and runneth eafl into the gulf of Bengala. In thofe parts there are many tigers, and 
partridges and turtle-doves, and much other fowl. There are many beggars in thefe 
countries who go naked, and the people make great account of them : they call them 
Schefche. Here I faw one who was a monfler among the reft. Hd would have nothing 
upon him, his beard was very long, and with the hair of his head he covered his 
privities. The nails of fome of his fingers were two inches long, for he would cut 
nothing from him, neither would he fpeak. He was accompanied with eight or ten, 
and they fpake for him. When any man fpoke to him, he would lay fiis hand upon 
his breaft and bow himfelf, but would not fpeak. He would not fpeak to the King. 
We went from Prague down the Ganges, which is here very broad. Here is great 
flore of fifh of fundry forts, and of wild fowl, as of fwans, geefe, cranes, and many 
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other things. The country is very fruitful and populous. The men for the molt part 
have their faces (haven, and their heads very long, except forne which are all (haven- 
fave the crown ; and fome of them are as though a man fhould fet a difli on their 
heads, and (have them round all but the crown. In this river of Ganges are many 
((lands. Its water is very fvveet and pleafant, and the country adjoining very fruitful. 

From thence we went to Bannaras, which is a great town, and great (lore of cloth is 
made there of cotton, and (ha(hes for the Moors. In this place they are all Gentiles, and. 
the greateft idolators that ever I law. To this town come the Gentiles out of far coun- 
tries. Here along the water fide are very many fair houles, and in all of them or for 
the moft part they have their images (landing,- which are ill-favoured, made of (lone and 
.wood ; fome like lions, leopards, and monkies, fome like men, and women, and pea- 
cocks, and fome like the devil with four arms and four hands. They fit crofs-legged, 
fome with one thing in their hands, and fome another, and by break of day and before 
there are men and vyomen who come out of the town and wafh themfelves in the Ganges. 
And there are divers old men, which upon places of earth made for the purpofe, lit pray- 
ing, and they give the people three or four draws, which they take and hold between their 
fingers when they wa(h themfelves : and fome (it to mark them in the foreheads, and 
they have in a cloth a little rice, barley, or money, which when they have walhed 
themfelves, they give to the old men who fit there praying Afterwards they go to 
divers of their images, and give them of their facrifices. And when they give, the old 
men fay certain prayers, and then all is holy. In divers places there dandeth a kind of 
image which in their language they call Ada : and they have divers great dones carved, 
whereon they pour water, and throw thereupon fome rice, wheat, barley, and fome 
other things. This Ada hath four hands with claws. Moreover they have a great place 
made of done, like to a well with deps to go down, wherein the water dandeth very 
foul and dinketh ; for the great quantity of flowers which they continually throw into 
it, make it dink. There are always many people in it : for they fay when they wafh 
themfelves in it that their fins are forgiven them, becaufe God, as they fay, wa(hed 
himfelf in this place. They gather up the fand in the bottom of it, and fay it is holy. 

They never pray but in the water, and they wadi themfelves overhead, and lade up 
water with both their hands, and turn themfelves about, and then they drink a little of the 
water three times, and fo go to their gods which dand in thofe houfes. Some of them 
will wafh a place which is their length, and then will pray upon the earth with their 
arms and legs at length out, and will rife up and lie down, and kifs the ground twenty 
or thirty times, but they will not dir their right foot. And fome of them will make 
their ceremonies with fifteen or fixteen pots, little and great, and ring a little bell when 
they make their mixtures ten or twelve times: and they make a great circle of water round 
about their pots and pray, and divers fit by them, and one who rcacheth them their pots : 
and they fay divers things over th’eir pots many times, and when they have done they 
go to their gods, and drew their facrifices, which they think are very holy, and mark 
many of them which fit by in the foreheads, which they take as a great gift. There come 
fifty and fometimes a hundred together to wa(h in this well, and to offer to thefe idols 
They have in fome of thefe houfes their idols danding, and one fitteth by them in warm 
weather with a fan to blow wind upon them : and when they fee any company coming 
they ring a little bell which hangeth by them, and many give alms, but efpecially thofe 
who come out of the country. Many of them are black, and have claws of brafs with 
long nails, and fome ride upon peacocks and other fowls, which are evil-favoured, with 
Jong hawks’ bills, and fome like one thing and fome another, but none with a good face. 
Among the red there is one which they make great account of: for they fay he giveth 
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them all things, both food and apparel, and one fitteth always by him with a fan to 
make wind towards him. 

Here forne are burnt to a(hes, fome fcorched in the fire and thrown into the water, 
and dogs and foxes prefently eat them. The wives here burn with their hulbands when 
they die ; if they will not their heads are lhaven, and no account is made of them after- 
wards. The people go all naked, fare a little cloth bound about their middle. Their 
women have their necks, arms, and ears decked with rings of filver, copper, tin, and 
with round hoops made of ivory, adorned with amber Hones and with many agates, and 
they are marked with a great fpot of red in their foreheads, and a ftroke of red up to 
the crown, and fo it runneth three manner of ways. In the winter, which is our May, 
the men wear quilted gowns of cotton like to our mattrafles, and quilted caps like to our 
great grocers’ mortars, with a flit to look out at, and fo tied down beneath their ears. 
If a man or a woman be fick and like to die, they will lay him before their idols all 
night, and that lhall help him or make an end of him. And if he do mend that night, 
his friends will come and fit with him a little and cry, and afterwards will carry him to 
the water fide, and fet him upon a little raft made of reeds, and fo let him go down the 
river. When they are married the man and the woman come to the water fide, and 
there is an old man which they call a Bramane, that is, a prielt, a cow and a calf, and 
a cow with calf. Then the man and the woman, the cow and calf, and the old 
man go into the water together, and they give the old man a cloth of four yards long, 
and a bafket crofs-bound with divers things in it : the cloth he layeth upon the back of 
the cow, and then he taketh the cow by the end of the tail, and layeth certain words : 
and fhe hath a copper or brafs pot full of water, and the man doth hold his hand by 
the old man’s hand, and the wife’s hand by her hulband’s, and all have the cow by the 
tail, and they pour water out of the pot upon the cow’s tail, and It runneth through all 
their hands, and they lade up water with their hands, and then the Old man doth tie 
him and her together by their clothes. Which done, they go round about the cow and- 
calf, and then they give fomewhat to the poor which are always there, and to the Bra- 
mane, or prieft, they give one cow and calf, and afterwards go to divers of their idols 
and offer money, and lye down flat upon the ground, and kifs it divers times, and then 
go their way. Their chief idols are black and ill-favoured, their mouths monftrotis, 
their cars gilded and full of jewels, their teeth and eyes of gold, filver, and glafs, lome 
having one thing in their hands and fome another. You may not come into the houfes 
where they Hand with’ your Ihoes on. They have continually lamps burning before 
them. 

From Bannaras I went to Patenaw down the river Ganges ; where in the way we 
palled many fair towns and a country very fruitful : and many very great rivers enter 
into the Ganges, and fome of them as great as itfelf, which caufe it to be of a great 
breadth, and fo broad that in the time of rain you cannot fee from one fide to the other. 
Thefe Indians when they are fcorched and thrown into the water, the men fwim with, 
their faces downwards, the women with their faces upwards : I thought they tied fome- 
thing to them to caufe them to do fo, but they fay no. Thefe are very many thieves 
in this country, which are like to the Arabians ; for they have no certain abode, but 
are fometinies in one place and fometimes in another. Here the women are fo decked, 
with filver and copper, that it is Hrange to fee : they ufe no Ihoes by reafon of the rings 
of filver and copper which they wear on their toes. Here at Patanaw they find gold 
in this manner : they dig deep pits in the earth, and walh the earth in great bowls, and 
therein they find the gold, and they make the pits round about with brick that the 
earth fall not in. Patanaw is a very long and great town. In times pafi it was a king- 
dom. 
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rloin, but now it is under Zelabdim Echebar the great Mogor. The men are tall and 
{lender, and have many old folks among them : the houfes are Ample, made of earth 
and covered with if raw; the flreets are very large. In this town there is a trade of 
cotton, and cloths of cotton ; much fugar, which they carry from hence to Bengala and 
India ; very much opium and other commodities. He that is chief here under the King 
is called Tippcrdas, and is of great account among the people. Here in Patanaw I faw 
a difi'embling prophet who fat upon a hmfe in the market place, and made as though he 
flept, and many of the people came and touched his feet with their hands, and then 
killed their hands. They took him for a great man, but fure he was a lazy lubber. I 
left him there fleeping. The people of thefe countries are much given to inch prating 
.and dillembling hypocrites. 

From Patanaw I went to Tanda, which is in the land of Gowren. It hath in times 
part been a kingdom, but is now fubdued by Zelabdim Echebar. Great trade and 
traffic is here of cotton and of cloth of cotton. The people go naked, with a little cloth 
bound about their waift. It flandeth in the country of Bengala. Here are many 
tigers, wild buffaloes, and great {lore of wild fowl. They are very great idolaters. 
Tanda flandeth from the river Ganges a league, becaufe in times paft the river flowing 
over the banks in time of rain drowned the country and many villages, and fo they 
remain. And the old way which the river Ganges was wont to run remaineth dry, 
which is the occafion that the city flandeth fo far from the water. From Agia down 
the river Jcinena and down the river Ganges, I was five months coming to Beng al;^ 
but it may be failed in much fhorter time. 

I went from Bengala into the country of Couche, which lieth twenty-five days’ jour- 
ney northwards from Tanda. The King is a Gentile, his name is Suckel Counfe, his 
country is great and lieth not far from Cauchin China ; for they fay they have pepper 
from thence. The port is called Cacchegate. All the country is fet with bamboo or 
canes made fharp at both the ends, and driven into the earth, and they can let in the 
water and drown the ground above knee deep, fo that men nor horfes can pafs. They 
poifon all the waters if any wars be. Here they have much filk and mufk, and cloth 
made of cotton. The people have ears which be marvellous great, of a fpan long, 
which they draw out in length by devices when they are young. Here they are all 
Gentiles, and they will kill nothing. They have hofpitals for fheep, goats, dogs, cats, 
birds, and all other living creatures. When they be old and lame they keep them un- 
til they die. If a man catch or buy any quick thing in other places, and bring it thither, 
they will give him money for it, or other victuals, and keep it in their hofpitals, or let 
it go. They will give meat to the ants. Their fmall money is almonds, which often 
times they ule to eat. 

From thence I returned to Hugeli, which is the place where the Portugals keep in 
the country of Bengala, which flandeth in 23 degrees of north latitude, and flandeth 
a league from Satagan : they call it Ponto Piqueno. We went through the wilder- 
nefs, becaufe the right way was full of thieves, where we palled the country of Gowren, 
where we found but fe?w villages, but almoft all wildernefs, and faw many buffaloes, 
fwine, and deer, grafs longer than a man, and very many tigers. Not far from Porto 
Piqueno fouth-weftward flandeth an haven which is called Angeli, in the country of 
Orixa. It was a kingdom of itfelf, and the King was a great friend to ftrangers. 
Afterwards it wtfe taken by the King of Patan, which was their neighbour, but he did 
not enjoy it long, but was taken by Zelabdim Echebar, which is King of Agra, Delli, 
and Cambaia. Orixa flandeth fix days* journey fouth-weft from Satagan. In this place 
is very much rice, and cloth made of cotton, and great ftore of cloth which is made; 
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of grafs, which they call ycrua ; it is like a filk. They make good cloth of it, which 
they fend for India, and divers other places. To this haven of Angeli come every year 
many fliips out of India, Negapatan, Sumatra, Malacca, and divers other places ; and 
lade from thence great ftore of rice, and much cloth of cotton wool, much fugar, and 
long pepper, great ftore of butter, and other vi&uals for India. Satagam is a fair city 
for a city of the Moors, and very plentiful of all things. Here, in Bengala, they have 
every day in one place or other, a great market, which they call C.handeau, and they 
have many great boats which they call Pericofe, wherewith they go from place to place 
and buy rice, and many other things ; thefe boats have four and twenty, or fix and 
twenty oars to row them, they be of great burthen, but have no coverture. Here 
the Gentiles have the water of Ganges in great eftimation, for having good water near 
them, yet they will fetch the water of Ganges a great way off, and if they have not 
fufficient to drink, they will fprinkle a little on them, and then they think themfelves 
well. From Satagam I travelled by the country of the King of Tippara, or Porto 
Grande, with whom the Mogous or Mogen have almoft continual wars. The Mogen 
which be of the kingdom of Ruon (Arracan) and Rame, be ftronger than the King 
of Tippara, fo that Chategan or Porto Grande is oftentimes under the King of Ruon. 

There is a country four days' journey from Couche before-mentioned which is called 
Bottanter, and the city Bottia ; the King is called Dermain : the people whereof are 
very tall and ftrong, and there are merchants which come out of China, and they fay 
out of Mufcovia, or Tartaric. And they come to buy mufk, cambals, agats, filk, pep- 
per, and faffron like the faffron of Pcrfia. The country is very great, three months' jour- 
ney. There are very high mountains in this country, and one of them fo fteep, that 
when a man is fix days' journey off it he may fee it perfectly. Upon thefe mountains 
are people which have ears of a fpan long : if their ears be not long they call themapes. 
They fay that when they be upon the mountams, they fee fhips in the fea failing to and 
fro ; but they know not from whence they come, nor whither they go. There are 
merchants which come out of the eaft, they fay, from under the fun, which is from 
China, which have no beards, and they fay it is there fomething warm. But thofe 
which come from the other fide of the mountains, which is from the north, fay there 
it is very cold. Thefe northern merchants are apparelled with woollen cloth and hats 
white hofen clofe, and boots which be of Mufcovia, or Tartarie. They report that 
in their country they have very good horfes, but they be little ; fome men have four, 
five, or fix hundred horfes and kine : they live with milk and flelh. They cut the 
tails of their kine, and fell them very dear, for they be in great requeft, and much 
efteemed in thofe parts. •The hair of them is a yard long : the rump is about a fpan 
long : they ufe to hang them for bravery upon the heads of their elephants : they be 
much ufed in Pegu and China. They buy and fell by fcores upon the ground. The 
people be very fwift on foot. 

From Chatigan in Bengala, I came to Bacola ; the King whereof is a Gentile, a 
man very well difpofed, and delighteth much to Ihoot in a gun. His country is very 
great and fruitful, and store of rice, and much cotton cloth, and cloth of filk. The 
houfes be very fair and high built, the ftreets large, the people naked, except a little 
cloth about their waift. The women wear great ftore of filver hoops about their necks 
and arms, and their legs are ringed with filver and copper, and rings made of elephants’ 
teeth. 

From Bacola I went to Serrepore, which ftandeth upon the river of Ganges : the 
King is called Choudery. They be all hereabout rebels againft the King Zelabdim 
Echebar : for here are fo many rivers and ifiands that they flee from one to another, 

whereby 
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whereby his horfemen cannot prevail againft them. Great ftore of cotton cloth is made 
here. 

Sinnergan is a town fix leagues from Serrapore, where there is the belt and fineft 
cloth made of cotton that is in all India. The chief King of all thefe countrie is called 
Ifacan, and he is chief of all the other Kings, and is a great friend to all Chriftians. 
The houfes here as they be in mod: part of India, are very little, and covered with 
itraw, and have a few mats round about the walls, and the door to keep out the tigers 
and foxes. Many of the people are very rich. Here they will eat no flelh, nor kill 
no beaft. They live of rice, milk, and fruits. They go with a little cloth before them, 
and all the reft of their body is naked. Great ftore of cotton cloth goeth from hence, 
and much rice, wherein they ferve all India, Ceilon, Pegu, Mallacca, Sumatra, and 
many other places. 

I went from Serrepore, the eight and twentieth day of November 1 5^6, for Pegu, 
in a fmall Ihip or foift of one Albert Carravellos, and fo palling down Ganges, and 
palling by the ifland of Sundiva, Porto Grande, or the country of Tippera, the king- 
dom of Recan and Mogen, leaving them on our left fiefe, with a fair wind at north- 
weft : our courfe was fouth by ealt, which brought us to the bar of Negrais to Pegu. 
If any contrary wind had come, we had thrown many of our things overboard ; for 
we were fo peftered with people and goods, that there were fcant place to lie in. 
From Bengala to Pegu is ninety leagues. We entered the bar of Negrais, which is a 
brave bar, and hath four fathoms water when% hath leaft. Three days after we came 
to Cofmin, which is a very pretty town, and ftandeth v«ry pleafantly, very well fur- 
ni/hed with all things. The people be very tall and wft dfpofed, the women white, 
round faced with little eyes : the houfes are high built, upon very great high polls, 
and they go up to them with long ladders for fear of the tigers which be very many. 
The country is very full of all things ; here are very great figs, oranges, cocoas, and 
other fruits. The land is very high that we fall withall ; but after we entered the 
bar, it is very low and full of rivers, for they go all to and fro in boats, which they 
call paroes, and keep their houfes with wife and children in them. 

From the bar of Nigrais to the city of Pegu is ten days’ journey by the rivers ; we 

went from Cofmin to Pegu, in paroes or boats, and palling up the rivers, we came to 
Medon, which is a pretty town, where there be a wonderful number of paroes, for 
they keep their houfes and markets in them all upon the water. They row to and 
fro, and have all their merchandizes in their boats with a great fombrero or lhadow 
over their heads to keep the fun from them, which is as broad as a great cart wheel, 

made of the leaves of the cocoa trees and fig trees, and is very light. 

From Medon we went to Dela, which is a very fair town, and hath a fair port into 
the fea, from whence go many Ihips to Malacca, Mecca, and many other places. Here 
are eighteen or twenty very great and long houfes, where they tame and keepjmany ele- 
phants of the King’s ; for thereabout in the wildernefs they catch the wild elephants. 
It is a very fruitful country. From Dela we went to Cirion, which is a good town, 
and hath a fair port ihto the fea, whither come many Ihips from Mecca, Malacca, and 
Sumatra, and from divers other places. And there the Ihips ftay and difeharge, and 
fend up their goods in paroes to Pegu. 

From Cirion we went to Macao, which is a pretty town, where we left our boats, 
and in the morning taking deiingeges, which are a kind of coaches made of cords and 
cloth quilted, and carried upon a ftang, between three or four men ; we came to Pegu 
the fame day. Pegu is a city very great, ftrong, and very fair, with walls of ftone, and 
great ditches round about it. There are two towns, the old town 'and the new. In the 
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-old town are all the merchants ftrangcrs, and very many merchants of the country. All 
„ the goods arc fold in the old town, which is very great and hath many fuburbs, round 
about it, and all the houfes arc made of canes, which they call barnbos, and be covered 
with ftraw. In your houfe you have a warehoufe which they call godon, which is 
made of bridk, to put your goods in, for oftentimes they take fire and burn in an hour 
four or/five hundred houfes : fo that if the godon were not, you fliould be in danger 
to have all burned, if any wind fliould rife, in a trice. In the new town is the King, 
and all his nobility and gentry. It is a city very grejt and populous, and is made fqaure, 
and with fair walls, and a great ditch round about it full of water, with many crocodiles 
in it: it hath twenty gates, and they be made of Hone; for every fquare five gates. 
There are all'o many turrets for centinels to watch, made of wood and gilded with gold 
very fail*. The It reels are the faireft that ever I faw, as ftraight as a line from one gate 
to another, and fo broad that ten or twenty men may ride afront through them. On 
both fides them at every man’s door is let a palm-tree, which is the nut-tree, which 
makes a very fair {hew and a very commodious lhadow, fo that a man may walk in the 
Ihade all day. The houfes be made of wood, and covered with tiles. 

The King’s houfe is in the middle of the city, and is walled and ditched round about, 
and the buildings within are made of wood very fumptuoufly gilded, and great worktnan- 
fhip is upon the forefront, which is likewife very collly gilded. And the. houfe wherein 
his pagode or idol llandeth is covered with tiles of filver, and all the walls are gilded 
with gold. Within the firlt gate of the King’s houfe is a great large room, on both 
fides whereof are houfes made for the King’s elephants, which be marvellous great and 
fair, and are brought up to wars and in fervice of the King, and among the reft he hath 
four white elephants, which are very ftrange and rare, for there is none other King 
which hath them but he : if any other King hath one, he will fend unto him for it. 
When any of thefe whitfelephants are brought unto the King, all the merchants in the 
city, arc commanded to fee them, and to give him a prefent of half a ducat, which doth 
come to a great fum, for that there are m? ,iy merchants in the city. After that you have 
given your prefent you may come aim lee them at your pleafure, although they ftand 
in the King’s houfe. This King in his title is called the “ King of the white elephants.” 
If any other King hath one and will not fend it him, he will make war with him for it : 
for he had rather lofe a great part of his kingdom than not to conquer him. They do 
very great fervice unto thefe white elephants : every one of them ftandeth in a houfe 
gilded with gold, and they do feed in velftls of filver and gilt. One of them when he 
doth go to the river to be wafhed, as every day they do, goeth under a canopy of cloth 
of gold or of filk, carried over him by fix or eight men, and eight or ten men go before 
him playing on drums, flmwrns, or other inftruments : and when he is waflied and 
cometh out of the river, there is a gentleman which doth wafh his feet in a filver bafin ; 
which is his office given him by the King. There is no fuch account made of any black 
elephant, be he never fo great ; and furely there be wonderful fair and great, and fome 
be nine cubits in height ; and they do report that the King hath above five thoufand 
elephants of war, befides many other which be not taught to fight. 

This King hath a very large place wherein he taketh the wild elephants. It ftandeth. 
about a mile from fegu, builded with a fair court within, and is in a great grove or 
wood : and there be many jiuntfmen who go into the wildcrnefs with Ihe elephants ; for 
without the fhe they are not to be taken, and they be taught for that purpofe : and every 
hunter hath five or fix of them. And they fay that they anoint the file elephants with 
a certain ointment, which when the wild elephant doth fuiell, he will not leave her. 
"When they have brought the wild elephant near unto the place, they lend word to the 
vol. ix. 3 11 “ town. 
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town, and many horfcmen and footmen come out and caufe the (he elephant to enter into 
a ftraight way which leads to the palace, and the flit* and he doth remain : for it is like 
a wood, and when they be in the gate doth fhut. Afterward they get out the female, 
and when the male fecth that he is left alone, he xveepeth and crieth, and runneth againft 
the walls, which he made of fuch ftrong trees that ibine cf them doth break their teeth 

nh running againfl them. They prick him with fharp canes, and caufe him to go 

uo a ftraight houfe, and there they put a rope about his middle and about his feet, 
;;,id let him (land there three or four days without eating or drinking, and then they 
I;*' mg a female to him, with meat and drink, and within Jew days he becometh tame, 
'i he chief force of the Kii.g Lin thefe elephants; and when they go into the wars 
.they fet a frame of wood upon their backs, bound with great cords, wherein fit four or 
fix men, which fight with guns, nows and arrows, darts, and other weapons. And they 
fay that their fkins are fo thick that a pc. ’at of an arquebufs will fcarcc pierce them, 
except it be in feme tender place. Their weapons be very bad : they have guns, but 
fhoot very badly in them ; darts and fwords (hurt, without points. 

The King keepeth a very great ftatc : when he fitteth abroad, as he doth everyday 
twice, all his noblemen, which they call Shcmincs, fit on each fide, a good diftance off, 
and a great guard without them. The court yard is very great. If any man wall fpeak 
with the King, he is to kneel down, to keep up hi : hands to his head, and to put his 
head to the ground three times, when he entereth in the middle way, and when he 
comcth near to the King ; and then he fitteth down, and talketh with the King. If the 
King like well of it, he fitteth near him, within three or four paces ; if he think not 
well of him, he fitteth further off. When he goeth to war, he goeth very ftrong. At 
my being there he went to Odia,. in the country of Siam, with three hundred thoufand 
men, and five thoufand elephants. Thirty thoufand men were his guard. The people 
do eat roots, herbs, leaves, clogs, cats, rats, ferpents, and fnakes ; they refufe almoft 
nothing. When the King rideth abroad he rideth with a great guard, and many 
noblemen, oftentimes upon an elephant, with a fine caftle upon him very fairly gilded 
with gold, and fometimes upon a great frame like a horfc litter, which hath a little 
houfe upon it covered overhead, but open on the Jules, which is all gilded with gold, and 
fet with many rubies and faphires, whereof he hath infinite ftore in his country, and is 
carried upon fix teen or eighteen men’s Jhoulders. This coach, in their language, is 
called ferrion. Very great feailing and triumphing is many times before the King, 
both of men and women. This King hath little force by fea, bccaufe he hath but very 
few fnips. 

He hath houfes full of gold and filver, and bringeth in often, . but fpendeth very 
little, and hath the mines of rubies and faphires and fpinelles. Near unto the palace 
of the King, there is a treafure wonderful rich ; the which bccaufe it is fo near, he 
doth not account of it : and it ftandeth open for all men to fee, in a great walled court 
with two gates, which be always open. There are four houfes gilded very richly, 
and covered with lead ; in every one of them are pagodcs or images of huge ftature and 
great value. In the firft is the picture of a king in gold, with a crown of gold on his 
head, full of great rubies and faphires, and about him there ftand four children of gold. 
In the feconcl houfe is the picture of a man in filver, wonderful great, as high as a 
houfe ; his foot is as long as a man, and he is made fitting, with a crown on his head very 
rich with (tones . 1 In the third houfe is the pi&ure of a man, greater than the other, 
made of brafs, with a crown alfo on his head very rich with ftoncs. In another court 
not far from this, ftand four other pagodes or idols, marvellous great, of copper, made 
in the fame place where they do ftand, for they be fo great that they be not to be re- 
moved: 
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moved : they (land in four houfes gilded very fair, and are thenifelves gilded all over 
fave their heads, and they (hew like a black Morian. Their expences in gilding of 
their images are wonderful. The King hath one wife, and above three hundred con- 
cubines, by which they fay he hath fourfeore or fourfeore and ten children. He fitteth 
in judgment almoft every day. They ul'e no fpeech, but give up their Applications 
written in the leaves of a tree with the point of an iron bigger than a bodkin ; thefe 
leaves are an ell long, and about two inches broad ; they are alfo double. He which 
giveth in his fupplication doth Hand in a place a little dlftancc off, with a prefent. If his 
matter be liked of, the King acccptcth of his prelent, and granteth his requeft : if his 
fuit be not liked of, he returneth with his prelent, for the. King will not take it. 

In India there are few commodities which ferve for Pegu, except opium of Cambaia, 
painted cloth of Saint Thorne or of Mafulipalan, and white cloth of Bengala, which 
is fpent there in great quantity. They bring thither alfo much cotton, yarn red coloured 
with a root which they call faia, which will never lol'eits colour : it is very well fold 
here, and very much of it cometh yearly to Pegu. By your money you lofe much. 
The (hips which come from Bengala, Saint Thome, and Malulipatan, come to the bar of 
Nigrais, and to Cofmin. To Martavan, a port of the fea in the kingdom of Pegu, 
come many Ihips from Malacca laden with fandal, porcelains, and other wares of China, 
and with camphora of Borneo, and pepper from Achin in Sumatra. To Cirion, a port 
of Pegu, come ihips from Mecca with woollen cloth, lcarlcts, velvets, opium, and l’uch 
like. There are in Pegu eight brokers, whom they call Tareghe, which arc bound to 
fell your goods at the price which they be worth, and you give them lor their labour 
two in the hundred, and they be bound to make your debt good, bccaule you fell your 
merchandizes upon their word. If the broker pay you not at his dav, you may take 
him home, and keep him in your houfe ; which is a great fliame for him. And if he 
pay you not prefently, you may take his wife and children, and his Haves, and bind 
them at your door, and let them in the fun; for this is the law of the country. Their 
current money in thefe parts is a kind of brafs w'hich they call ganxa, wherewith you 
may buy gold, filver, rubies, mulk, and all other things. The gold and filvcr is mer- 
chandize, and is worth fometimes more, fometimes lefs, as other wares be. This brazen 
money doth go by a weight which they call a biza ; and commonly this biza, after our 
account, is worth about half-a-crown or fomewhat lefs. T he merchandize which be 
in Pegu, are gold, filver, rubies, laphires, fpiaells, muff, benjamin or frankincenfe,long 
pepper, tin, lead, copper, lacker whereof they make hard wax, rice and wine made of 
rice, and fome fugar. 

The elephants do eat the fugar canes, or elfe they would make very much. And 
they confume many canes likewife in making of their varellaes or idol temples, which 
are in great number, both great and fmall. They be made round like a fugar loaf, 
fome are as high as a church, very broad beneath, fome a quarter of a mile in compafs : 
within they be all earth done about with ftone. They confume in thefe varellaes great 
quantity of gold : for that they be all gilded aloft ; and many of them from the top to 
the bottom ; and every ten or twelve years they muff be new gilded, becaufe the rain 
confumeth off the gold ; for they hand open abroad. If they did not confume their 
gold in thefe vanities, it w r ould be very plentiful, and good and cheap in Pegu. About 
two days’ journey from Pegu there is a varelle or pagode, which is the pilgrimage of the 
Pogues : it is called Dogonne, and is of a wonderful bignofs, and all gilded from the 
foot to the top. And there is an houfe by it, wherein the tallipoies, which are their 
prieffs, do preach. This houl'c is fifty-five paces in length, and hath three pawncs or 
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walks in it, and forty great pillars, gilded, which {land between the walks ; and it is 
open on all Tides, with a number of fmall pillars, which be likewife gilded. It is gilded 
with gold within and without. There arc houfes very fair round about for the pilgrims 
to lie in, an&rnany goodly houfes for the tallipoies to preach in, which are full of images 
both of men and women, which are all gilded over with gold. It is the faired place, 
as 1 i’nppofe, that is in the world: it ftandeth very high, and there are four ways to 
it, which all along are fet with trees of fruits, in fuch wife that a man may go in the 
lhade about two miles in length. And when their fcaft day is, a man can hardly pal's 
by water or by land for the great profs of people : for they come from all places of the 
kingdom of Pegu thither at their fead. 

In Pegu they have many tallipoies or pricks, which preach again (l all abufis. Many 
men refort unto them. When they enter into there kiack, that is to fay, their holy 
place or temple, at the door there is a great jar of water with a cock or ladle in it, and 
there they wadi their feet, and then they enter in, and lift up their hands to their 
heads, full to their preacher, and then to the fun, and fo lit down. The tallipoies go 
very llrangely apparelled, with one gamboline, or thin cloth next to their body, of a 
brow'll colour, another of yellow', doubled many times upon their fhoulder : and thole 
two be girded to them with a broad girdle, and they have a Ikin of leather hanging on 
a firing about their necks, whereupon they fit bareheaded and barefooted, for none of 
them weareth fhoes ; with their right arms bare, and a great broad fombrero or fhadow 
in their hands, to defend them in the fummer from the fun, and in the winter from 
the rain. When the tallipoies or prielts take their orders, firlt they go to fchool until 
they be twenty y r ears old or more, and then they come before a tallipoie, appointed for 
that purpofe, whom they call Rowdi : he is of the chiefell and moll learned, and he 
oppofeth them, and afterward exaniineth them many times, whether they will leave 
their friends and the company of all women, and take upon them the habit of a talli- 
poie. If any be content, then he rideth upon a horle about the flrects, very richly ap- 
parelled, with drums and pipes, to fhew that he leavelh the riches of the w'orld to 
be a tallipoie. In a few days after he is carried upon a thing like a horfe-litter, which 
they call a ferion, upon ten or twelve men’s fhouldcrs, in the apparel of a tallipoie, w'iih 
pipes and drums, and many tallipoies with him and all his friends, and fo they go with 
him to his houfc, which ftandeth upon the tow'll, and there they leave him. Every one 
of them hath his houfe, which is very little, fet upon fix or eight polls, and they go up 
to them w ith a ladder of tw elve or fourteen Haves. Their houfes be for the nioft part 
by the highway’s fide, and among the trees, and in the woods. And they go with a 
great pot made of w'ood or fine earth, and covered, tied with a broad girdle upon their 
fhoulder, which cometh under their arm, wherewith they go to beg their victuals which 
they eat, which is rice, fifit, and herbs. They demand nothing, but come to the door, 
and the people prefently do give them, fome one thing and lome another ; and they 
put all together in their pot ; for they fay, they mull eat of their alms, and therewith 
content themfelves. They keep their feafis by the moon, and when it is new moon 
ihey keep their grcatell feaft, and then the people fend rice and other things to that 
kiack or church of which they be. And there all the tallipoies do meet which be of that 
church, and cat the victuals which are fent them. When the tallipoies do preach, 
many of the people carry them gifts into tfcie pulpit where they fit and preach : and 
ther e is one which fitteth by them to take that which the people bring. It is divided 
among them. 'They have none other ceremonies nor fervicc that 1 could fee, but only 
preaching , 
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I went from Pegu to Tamakey, which is in the country of the Langeiannes, whom 
we call Tangomes : it is five and twenty days’ journey north-eafl from Pegu. In which 
journey I palled many fruitful and plenfant countries. The country is very low, and 
hath many fair rivers. The houfes are very bad, made of canes and covered with 
llraw. Here are many wild buffes and elephants. Tamakey is a very fair and great 
town, with fair houfes of Hone, well peopled, the Streets are very large, the men 
very well fet and flrong, with a cloth about them, bare headed and bare footed : bu- 
rn all thefc countries they wear no {hoes. The women be much fairer than thole ol 
Pegu. Herein all thefe countries they have no wheat. They make fome cakes ol' 
rice. Hither to Tamakey come many merchants out of China, and bring great Itore 
of mulk, gold, filver, and many other things of China work. Here is great Itore of 
victuals ; they have fuch plenty, that they will not milk the bufies, as they do in all other 
places. Here is great ftore of copper and benjamin. In thefe countries when the 
people be lick they make a vow to oiler meat unto the devil, if they efcape : and 
when they be recovered they make a banquet with many pipes and drums and other 
inflruments, and dancing all the night, and their friends come and bring gifts, cocoes, 
figs, arrecaes, and other fruits, and with great dancing and rejoicing they offer to the 
devil, and fay, they give the devil to eat, and drive him out. When they be dancing 
tmd playing they will cry and hollow very loud : and in this fort they fay they drive 
him away. And when they be fick a tallipoie or two every night doth fit by them 
and fing, to plcafe the devil that he Ihould not hurt them. And if any die he is car- 
ried upon a great frame made like a tower, with a covering all gilded with gold made 
of canes, carried with fourteen or fixteen men, with drums and pipes and other 
inflruments playing before him to a place out of the town, and there is burned. He 
is accompanied with all his friends and neighbours, all men : and they give to the 
tallipoies or priefls many mats and cloth : and then they return to the houfe, and there 
make a feafl for two days : and then the wife with all the neighbours’ wives and her 
friends, go to the place where he was burned, and then they fit a certain time and 
cry, and gather the pieces of bones which be left unhurried, and bury them, and then 
return to their houfes and make an end of all mourning. And the men and women 
which be near of kin do lhave their heads, which they do not ufe except it be for the 
death of a friend ; for they much efteem of their hair. 

C.aplan is the place where they find the rubies, faphircs, and the fpinelles : it flandeth 
fix days’ journey from Ava in the kingdom of Pegu. There are many great high 
hills out of which they dig them. None may go to the pits but only thole which 
dig them. 

In Pegu, and all the countries of Ava, Langeiannes, Siam, and the Rramas, the 
men wear bunches or little round balls in the privy members ; fome of them wear 
two and fome three. They cut the Ikin and fo put them on one into one fide, and 
another into the other fide : which they do when they be live and twenty or thirty 
years old, and at their pleafure they take one or more of them out as they think 
good. When they be married the hutband is for every child »that his wife hath, to 
put in one until he come to three, and then no more : for they fay the women do 
defire them. They were invented becaufe they Ihould not abufe the malefex: for 
in times pall all thofc countries were fo given to that villainy, that they were very 
fcarce of people. It was alfo ordained that the women Ihould not have pall three 
cubits of cloth in their nether clothes, which they bind about them, which are fo ftraight 
that when they go in the ftreets, they Ihew one fide of the leg bare above the knee. 
The bunches aforefaid be of divers forts 7 the lead be as big as a little walnut, and 
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very round ; the greateft are as big as a little hen’s egg. Some are of brafs and fome 
of filver ; but thofe of filver be for the King and his noblemen. Thefe are gilded and 
made with great cunning, and ring like a little bell. There are fome made of lead, 
which they call felwy, becaufe they ring but little : and thefe be of lefier price for the 
poorer lbrt. The King fometimes taketh his out, and giveth them to his noblemen as 
a great gift : and bccaufe he hath ufed them, they efteem them greatly. They will 
put one in, and heal up the place in feven or eight days. 

The Bramas which be of the King’s country (for the King is a Brama), have their 
legs or bellies, or fome part of their body, as they think good thendelves, made 
black with certain things which they have ; they life to prick the Ikin, and put on it a 
kind of anile or blacking, which doth continue always. And this is counted an honour 
among them ; but none may have it but the Bramas which are of the King’s kindred. 

Thefe people wear no beards : they pull out the hair on their faces with little pincers 
made for that purpofe. Some of them will let fixteen or twenty hairs grow together, 
fome in one place of his face and fome in another, and pulleth out all the reft : for he 
carrieth his pincers always with him to pull the hairs out as foon as they appear. II 
they fee a man with a beard they wonder at him. They have their teeth blacked, both 
men and women; for they fay a dog hath his teeth white, therefore they will black 
theirs. 

ThcPegucs, if they have a fuit in the law which is fo doubtful that they cannot well de- 
termine it, put two long canes into the water where it is very deep, and both the parties 
go into the water by the poles, and there fit men to judge, and they both do dive under 
the water, and he which remaineth longed; under the water doth win the fuit. 

The ioth of January I went from Pegu to Malacca, palling by many of the ports of 
Pegu, as Martavan, the ifland of Tavi, from whence cometh great ftore of tin which 
ferveth all India, the iflands of Tenaferi, Tunfalaon, and many others ; and fo came to 
Malacca the 8th of February, where the Portugals have a caftle which llandcth near 
the fca. And the country faft without the town belongeth to the Malayos, which is a 
kind of proud people. They go naked, with a cloth about their middle, and a little 
roll of cloth about their heads. Hither come many fhips from China, and from the 
Malucos, Banda, Timor, and many other iflands of the Javas, which bring great ftore 
of fpices and drugs, and diamonds and other jewels. The voyages into many of thefe 
iflands belong unto the captain of Malacca : fo that none may go thither without his 
licence, which yield him great lurns of money every year. The Portugals here have 
oftentimes wars with the King of Achem, which ftandeth in the iilaiul of Sumatra : 
from whence cometh great ftore of pepper and other Ipices every year to Pegu and 
Mecca, within the Red Sea, and other places. 

When the Portugals go from Macao in China to Japan, they carry much white filk, 
gold, mulk, and porcelanes; and they bring from thence nothing but filver. They 
have a great barrack which goeth thither every year, and (he bringeth from thence every 
year about fix hundred thoufand crufadoes. And all this filver of Japan, and two hun- 
dred thoufand crufadoes more in filver which they bring yearly out of India, they em- 
ploy to their great advantage in China : and they bring from thence gold, mulk, filver, 
copper, porcelanes, and many other tilings very coftly and gilded. When the Portugals 
come to Canton, in China, to traffic, they inuft remain there but certain days ; and when 
they come in at* the gate of the city, they muft enter their names in a book, and when 
they go out at night they muft put out their names. They may not lie in the town all 
night, but muft lie in their boats without the town. And their days being expired, if 
any man remain there, they are ill ufed and imprifaned. A man may keep as many 
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concubines as he will, but one wife only. All the Chineans, Japanians, and Cauchin 
Chineans do write right downwards, and they do write with a fine pencil made of dog’s 
or cat’s hair. 

Laban is an ifland among the Javas from whence come the diamonds of the new 
water. And they find them in the rivers : for the King will not fuffer them to dig 
the rock. Taniba is an ifland among the Javas alfo, from whence come diamonds. 
And the King hath a mafs of earth which is gold ; it grotveth in the middle ol a river, 
and when the King doth lack gold, they cut part of the earth and melt it, whereof 
cometh gold. This inafs of earth doth appear but once in a year : which is when 
the water is low : and this is in the month of April. 

Bima is another ifland among the Javas ; where the women travel and labour as 
our men do in England, and the men keep houfe and go where they will. 

The 29th of March 1588 , 1 returned from Malacca to Martavan, and fo to Pegu, 
where I remained the fecond time until the 1 7th of September, and then I went to 
Cofmin, and there took fhipping, and palling many dangers by reafon of contrary 
winds, it pleafed God that we arrived in Bcngala in November following ; where l 
flayed for want of paffage until the 3d of February 1589, and then I fhtppcd myfelf 
for Cochin. In which voyage we endured great extremity for lack of frefh water ; 
for the weather was extremely hot, and we were many merchants and pafi'engers, and 
vve had very many calms and hot weather. Yet it pleafed God that we arrived in 
Ceylon the 6th of March, where we ftaid five days to w'ater and to furnifh ourfelves 
with other ncccffary provifion. This Ceylon is a brave ifland, very fruitful and fair, 
but by reafon of continual wars with the King thereof, all things arc very dear ; for he 
will not fuller any thing to be brought to the caflle where the Portugals be : where- 
fore oftentimes they have great want of victuals. Their provifion of vidluals cometh 
out of Bengal a every year. The King is called Raja, and is of great force, for he 
cometh to Columbo, which is the place where the Portugals have their fort, with a 
hundred thoufand men, and many elephants. But they be naked people all of them : 
yet many of them be good with their pieces, which be mufkets. When the King 
talketh with any man, he flandeth upon one leg, and fetteth the other foot upon his 
knee, with his fword in his hand : it is not their order for the King to fit, but to Hand. 

I lis apparel is a fine painted cloth made of cotton-wool, about his middle ; his hair is 
long and bound up with a little fine cloth about his head : all the reft of his body is 
naked. Ilis guard are a thoufand men, which ftand round about him, and he in the 
middle ; and when he marcheth many of them go before him, and the reft come after 
him. They arc of the race of the Chingalayes, which they fay are the beft kind of all 
the Malabars. Their ears are very large; for the greater they arc, the more honour- 
able they are accounted. Some of them are a fpan long. The wood which they burn 
is cinnamon wood, and it fmclleth very fweet. There is great llore of rubies, faphircs, 
and fpinellesin this ifland : the bell kind of all be here : but the King will not fuffer the 
inhabitants to dig for them, left his enemies fhould know of them, and make wars 
againft him, and fo drive him out of his country for them. They have no horfes in 
all the country. The elephants be not fo great as thofe of Pegu, which be monftrous 
huge : but they fay all other elephants do fear them, and none dare fight with them, 
though they be very fmall. Their women have a cloth bound about them from their 
middle to their knee, and all the reft is bare. All of them be black and but little, both 
men and women. Their houl'es be very little, made of the branches of the palmer or 
coco-tree, and covered with the leaves of the fame tree. 


The 
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The nth of March we failed from Ceylon, and fo doubled the cape of Cormori. 
Not far from thence, between Ceylon and the main land of Negapatan, they tith fny 
pearls. .And there is tidied every year very much ; which do ferve all India, Cam- 
baia and Bengala ; it is not fo orient as the pearl of Baharim in the gulph of l’ertia. 
From Cape Cormori we palled by Coulam, which is a fort of the Portugals, from 
whence cometh great (lore of pepper, which cometh for Portugal : for oftentimes there 
-ladeth one of the caracks of Portugal. Thus palling the coal! we arrived in Cochin 
the 2 2d of March, where we found the weather warm, but fcarcity of victuals ; for 
here groweth neither corn nor rice : and the greateft part cometh from Bengala. 
They have here very bad water, for the river is far off. This bad water caufeth many 
•of the people to be like lepers, and many of them have their legs fwollen as big as a 
man in the waifl, and many of them are fcant able to go. Thefe people here be Mala- 
bars, and of the race of the Naires of Calicut, and they differ much from the other 
Malabars. Thefe have their heads very full of hair, and bound up with a firing : and 
there doth appear a bufh without the band wherewith *t is bound. The men be tall 
and ftrong, and good archers with a long bow and a long arrow, which is their bed 
weapon ; yet their be lbme calivers among them, but they handle them badly. 

Here groweth the pepper, and it fprir rT eth up by a tree or a pole, and is like our 
ivy berry, but fomething longer like the whe«u-car : and at the firlt the bunches are 
green, and as they wax ripe they cut them off and dry them. The leaf is much lefs 
than the ivy-leaf, and thinner. All the inhabitants here have very little houfes, covered 
with the leaves of .the coco- 1 : ees. The men be of ,i reaibaable llature, the women 
litt 1 all black, w : ‘h a cloth bound -'bout rheir middle hanging down to their hams: 
rll th'' rell of .neir bodies be naked : they lui"e horrible great ears, with many rings 
fet with pearls and Hones in them. The King goeth incached, as they do all : he doth 
not remain in a place above five or fix days: he hath many houfes, but they be but little : 
his gu rd is but linall ; he removeth from one houfe t another according to their 
order. All the pepper of Calicut and coarfe cinnamon g”oweth here in this country. 
The belt cinnamon doth cotne from Ceylon, and is peeled from fine young trees. Here 
are very many palmei or coco- trees, which is their chief food, for it is their meat and 
drink : and yieldeth many other necefl'ary things, as I have declared before. 

The Naires which be under the King or Samorin, which be Malabars, have always 
wars with the Portugal?. The King hath always peace with them : but his people go 
to the fea to rob and Ideal- Their chief captain is called Cogi Alii ; he hath three 
caflles under him. When the Portugals complain to the King, he faith he doth not 
fend them out : but he confentcth that they go. They range all the coafl from Ceylon 
to Goa, and go by four or five prows or boats together, and have in every one of them 
fifty or threel'corc men, and board prefently. They do much harm on that coafl, and 
take every year many foifts and boats of the Portugals. Many of thefe people be 
Moors. This King’s country beginneth twelve leagues from Cochin, and reacheth 
near unto Goa. 1 remained in Cochin until the 2d of November, which was eight 
months : for that there was no paffage that went away in all that time : if I had come 
two days fooncr I had found a paffage prefently. From Cochin I went to Goa, where 
I remained three days. From Cochin to Goa is a hundred leagues. From Goal went 
to Chaul, which is threefcore leagues, where I remained three-and-twenty days : and 
there making my provifion of things neceffary for the fhip, from thence I departed to 
Ormus, where I flayed for a paffage to Balfora fifty days. From Goa to Ormus is 
four hundred leagues. 


Here 
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Here I thought good, before I make an end of this my book, to delare fome things 
which India and the country farther eaftward do bring forth. 

The pepper groweth in many parts of India, efpecially about Cochin, and much of 
lit doth grow in the fields among the bullies without any labour, and when it is ripe 
they go and gather it. The Ihrub is like unto our ivy-tree : and if it did not run about 
fome tree or pole, it would fall down and rot. When they firft gather it, it is green j 
and then they lay it in the fun and it becometh black. 

The ginger groweth like unto our garlic, and the root is the ginger : it is to be 
found in many parts of India. 

The cloves do come from the ifles of the Moluccoes, which be divers iflands : their 
tree is like to our bay-tree. 

The nutmegs and mace grow together, and come from the ifles of Banda ; the tree 
is like our walnut-tree, but fomewhat lefs. 

The white fandoll is wood very fweet, and in great rcquefl among the Indians : for 
they grind it with a little water, and anoint their bodies therewith : it cometh from the 
ijQe of Timur. 

Camphora is a precious thing among the Indians, and is fold dearer than gold. I 
think none of it cometh for Chrillendom. That which is compounded cometh from 
China, but that which groweth in canes and is the belt, cometh from the great ifle 
of Borneo. 

Lignum aloes cometh from Cauchin China. 

The benjamin cometh out of the countries of Siam and Jangomes. 

The long pepper groweth in Bengala, in Pegu, and in the iflands of the Javas. 

The rnulk cometh out of Tartaric, ard is made after this order, by the report of t’- 
aucrchants who bring it to Pegu to fell. In Tartaric there is a little bead like unto a 
young roe, which they take in l'nares, and beat him to death with the blood : after that 
they cut out the bones, and beat the flefh w r ith the blood very linall, and fill the fkin 
with it, and hereof cometh the mulk. 

Of the amber they hold divers opinions : but moll men fay it cometh out of the fea, 
and that they find it upon the fhore’s fide. 

The rubies, faphires and fpinelles are found in Pegu. The diamonds are found in 
divers places, as in Bifnagar, in Agra, in Delli, and in the iflands of the Javas. 

The belt pearls come from the ifland of Baharim in the Perfian fea, and the worfer 
from the Pifcaria, near the ifle of Ceylon, and from Aynam, a great ifland on the 
fouthermoft coaft of China. 

Spodium, and many other kinds of drugs, come from Cambaia. 

Now to return to my voyage : from Ormus I went to Balfora, or Bafora, and from 
Bafora to Babilon ; and we paffed the inoft part of the way by the ftrength of men, by 
hauling the boat up the river with a long cord. From Babilon I came by land to 
Moful which ftandeth near to Nineve, which is all ruinated and deftroyed : it ftandeth 
fall by the river of Tigris. From Moful I went to Merdin, which is in the country of the 
Armenians : but now there dwell in that place a people which <hey call Gordies, or 
Curdi. From Merdin I went to Orfa, w'hich is a very fair town, and it hath a goodly 
fountain full of lilh : where the Moors hold many great ceremonies and opinions con- 
cerning Abraham ; for they fay he did once dwell there. From thence I went to Bir, 
and fo paffed the river Euphrates. From Bir I went to Aleppo, where I» flayed certain 
months for company, and then I went to Tripolis ; where finding Englifh fhipping, I 
came with a profperous voyage to London, where by God’s affiltance I fafely arrived 
the 29th of April 1591, having been eight years out of my native country. 
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4 SENT BY THE GOVERNOR GENERAL OF INDIA IN THE YEAR -1795. 

BY MICHAEL SYMES, ESQ. 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL IN HIS MAJESTY’S 76TH REGIMENT*. 


<CHAP. I . — Confent to go to Pegue before the Return of 'Mr. Wood. — Suf pi cions of 
the Birmans awakened by defigning Perfons. — Hofpitablc Reception experienced by 
foreign Merchants at Rangoon. — Characters of Mm in Office .* — Arts ufed to counter - 
ad the Engliffi Deputation. — Mr. Wood departs from Rangoon: — Politcncfs of the 
Raywoon. — Embark for Pegue : — bring-to during the Ebb of Tide : — Appearance 
of the Country : — find the Remains of two Deer, half devoured by Tigers. — Rich 
Soil : -—Country dcjlitutc of Population, and infejlcd by wild licafts. 

A T the carneft felicitation of Baba-Sheen, I confented to embark for Pegue on the 
31ft of March, and not wait the return of Mr. Wood, as I had at firft intended. 
The annual feltival at the great temple of Pegue was about to be cele brated with fump- 
• tuous magnificence ; and the Viceroy had exprefied a particular defire that the F.nglillt 
gentlemen fhould witnefs the rejoicings. I told Baba-Sheen that 1 would relinquilh my 
original dermination on this point, as a mark of my coniidence in him, and perfect 
. conviction of the friendly inclinations of the Viceroy. 

Previous to this amicable termination of a difagreement which at firft bore an inau- 
fpicious appearance, I had conjectured what were the real motives of their diltruft, and 
my conclusions afterwards proved to be rightly founded. Pride, the natural charac- 
teriftic of the Birmans, was inflamed by the arts of defigning men, and fufpicion was 
awakened by mifreprefentation. The Birmans, fenfible of the advantages of com- 
merce, but inexpert in the practice, defirous to improve, but unacquainted with the 
principles of trade, had of late years given toleration to all feCts, and invited ftrangers 
of every nation to refort to their ports ; and being themfelves free from thole preju- 
dices of caft, which lhackle their Indian neighbours, they permitted foreigners to inter- 
marry and fettle amongft them. But their country had been fo much harafled by 
wars with neighbouring nations, and torn by revolts and domeftic diffenfions, that trade 
was frequently interrupted, and fometimes entirely flopped ; property was rendered 
infecure,.and even the perfonal fafety of fettlers endangered. During the Ihort inter- 
vals of tranquillity, obfeure adventurers, and outcafis from all countries of the eaft, had 
•flocked to Rangoon, where they were received with hofpitality by a liberal nation: 
among thefe the induftrious few foon acquired wealth by means of their fuperior know- 
ledge. The Parfees, the Armenians, and a fmall proportion of MufTulmen, engroffed 
.the largeft fhare’ of the trade of Rangoon ; and individuals, from their number, were 
■frequently fekCled by government to fill employments of truft that related to trade and 
jtranfaCtions w'ith foreigners, the duties of which the Birmans fuppofed that fuch per- 

* London, 1 8co. Some chapters are omitted, and the others prefented in lucccflive order. 
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fons could perform better than themfclves. Baba-Sheen, born in the Birman country y 
of Armenian parents, had obtained the high office he held by his (kill in bufinefs and 
his general knowledge. The descendant of a Portuguefe family, named Jaunlec, whole 
origin was very low, and who in the early part of his life had been accuied as acceflary 
to the piratical fcizure of an Englilh vefld, was inverted with the important office of 
fhawbunder, or intendant of the port, and receiver of the port cultoms. This man 
appeared tx> perform the duties of his Ration with diligence. The town of Rangoon 
was indebted to Iiis a&ivity for the pavement of its Rrcets, for Several well-built wooden 
bridges, and a wharf, which, extending into the river, and railed on ports, enabled the 
fhips to deliver and receive cargoes without the alii Ranee of r^ver craft : under his direc- 
tion alfo, a fpacious curtom-houfe had lately been ercCted. This is the only lay build- 
ing in Rangoon, that is not conftruCted of wood ; it is compofed of brick and mortar, 
and the root covered with tiles ; within, there are a number of wooden ftages for the 
reception of bale goods. Notwithftanding the refpeCt which the energy of Jaunfee’s 
character had obtained, the Birmans were by no means infenfible of the meannefs of 
his extraction : his want of education was a matter of derifion among them : although 
an inhabitant of the Birman country near forty years, and a great part of the time an 
officer of government, he could neither read nor write, and even fpokc their language 
imperfectly. We were unfortunate in his happening to be at Ava at the time of our 
arrival, whither he had gone to render up his annual accounts : had he been on the 
fpot, it is probable he would have obviated fevcral of rhe inconvenient circumilances 
attending our firlt introduction. 

The character of Baba-Sheen was ftrikingly contrafted with that of the fhawbunder : 
he was a man of general knowledge, and deemed by the Birmans an accomplilhcd 
Scholar ; he was better acquainted with the hiflory, politics, and geography of Europe, 
than any Afiatic I ever converfed with : his learning was univerfal, being ffightly verfed 
in altnoft every Science ; but his information, extenfive as it was, although it gained 
him employment, could not procure him confidence : he was Said to be deficient ill 
other cflential requifiles. 

Several private merchants had alfo acquired influence in Rangoon. Bawangee, a 
Parfee of confiderable credit, had intereft to procure a partial mitigation of duties on 
his merchandize, in confideration of fupplying annually a certain number of firelocks 
for the royal arlenal. Jacob Aguizar, an Armenian, to whom I had letters of credit, 
dealt largely in foreign commodities. Thefe people naturally behold with a jealous 
eye, any advance of a commercial nature, that may tend to diminifh their influence, and 
deprive them of that dictatorial power, which they afliime and exercife over all mer- 
chants and mariners that refort to Rangoon : but of none are they fo apprehenfive as 
of the Englifh ; a connection with whom might teach the Birmans to tranfact foreign 
bufinefs without their affiftance, and give them a more adequate fenfe of their own 
intererts. Under thefe fears they had long been diffeminating the feeds of fufpicion, 
and warning the Birmans to be on their guard againft Britifh fraud, as well as Britifh 
force ; but no fooner did they hear of the prefent deputation, than the alarm-bell was 
founded from all quarters. They reprefented (as I was credibly informed) our defigns 
to be of the mod mifehievous tendency ; and even endeavoured to work on the luper- 
ftition of the people, by the folemn promulgation of a prophecy, that in lefs than twelve 
months the Englilh colours would fly on the Rangoon flag-1 taff. Thefe artifices, 
were not now praCtifed for the firlt time, although they could not deceive the 
Birmans, it is probable were not altogether void of effeft ; nor is it to be wondered 
a*, that our reception, though refpeCtful from the deputation that came down to nice* 
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us, was not perfe£lly cordial. There is alfo reafon to conclude, that the provincial 
officers of Rangoon knew not in what manner they ought to aft, not having received pre- 
cil’e inftru&ions for the regulation of their conduct toward us in matters of ceremony. 

Conformably to our recent arrangement, Mr. Wood left us on the preceding night, 
and, accompanied by Baba-Sheen, fet out for Pegue in a commodious boat, well pro- 
tected from the weather. This day the captains of the principal fhips in the river dined 
with me on fhore. The Raywoon, knowing that I was to have company, fent a whole 
antelope, with Indian vegetables in abundance ; and acquainted me, that boats would 
be in readinefs for us on the following day at noon, a6 I had promifed to leave Ran- 
goon by the evening’s tide. 

The morning of the following day was fpent in preparation for our journey to 
Pegue. Having now come to a right underftanding with perfons in power, I did 
not fcruple to fend on fhore part of my heavy baggage, which was depofltcd in the 
houfe, under charge of three foldiers, and fome fervants, whom we were obliged to 
leave behind on account of indifpofition. The prefents for His Majefty were not taken 
out of the fhip, as many of the articles were of a brittle nature, and liable to injury 
from removal. I likewife drew up a ffiort letter of inftruftions for Captain Thomas, 
leaving him in mod cafes a latitude to a£t from the dictates of his own diferetion, on 
which I knew I might with fafety rely ; at the fame time I pointed out the propriety of 
ufing every means to conciliate the inhabitants, and cautioned him to reprefs, in his 
European crew, that thoughtlefs intemperance which is the charaCteriftic of Britiffi fea- 
men when they get or fliore. 

About noon, three boats were in readinefs at the creek near our dwelling. The 
one defigned for my conveyance was comfortable, according to Birman notions of 
accommodation. It confifted of three fmall compartments, partitioned by fine mats, 
neatly faftened to flips of bamboo cane : the inner room was lined with Indian chintz ; 
the roof, however, was fo low as not to admit of a perfon Handing upright ; an incon- 
venience fcarcely to be endured by an European, but not at all regarded by Afiatics. 
It was rowed by twelve Birman watermen, who ufed Ihort oars made in the Englifh 
form, and who feemed to underftand their bufinefs. A large heavy boat was provided 
for the foldiers and our domeftics, and a fmall cutter attended as a kitchen t the boat 
deftined for Dr. Buchanan did not arrive until it was dark, and being a very indifferent 
one, we imagined it was kept out of fight for that reafon. 

The mouth of the Syriam or Pegue river, where it joins with that of Rangoon, is 
about three miles below the town ; we therefore waited till the ebb tide was nearly 
fpent, in order to drop down, and take the firfl of the flood to afeend the river of 
Pegue. At eight o’clock at night we embarked, accompanied by two war-boats, in one 
of which was the Nakhaan of Rangoon, and in the other an inferior officer. A black 
Portuguese in the fervice of the provincial government, who fpoke the language of Hin- 
doflan, came as official interpreter : we had likewife another Portuguefe, named Paunt- 
choo, who engaged in my fervice at the Andaman iiland, whither he had come from 
Baffien, as a trader in tobacco and fmall articles for the fupply of the colony. This 
man was a valuable acquifirion to me during the miffion j he l’poke the Birman language 
fluently, and that of Hindoftan intelligibly : the latter was the medium I commonly 
ufed in my conventions with Birmans, and I was feldom at a lofs to find fome perfon 
that under Hood it. On arriving at the mouth of the Pegue river, we brought-to, and 
waited an hour for the turn of tide, which, during the fprings, runs with con- 
iiderable violence. On the firft of the flood, we weighed, and ufed our oars : neap 
<ides prevailing, the boats made but flow progrefs, about four miles an hour, con- 
tinuing 
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tinulng at that rate for feven hours, when we again flopped and faftened our boats to 
the bank. 


Early in the morning Dr. Buchanan and myfelf walked out with our guns, accom- 
panied with half a dozen attendants ; the country round, as far as our view could 
reach, difplayed a level plain, with clumps of trees at diftant intervals ; a thick reedy 
grafs had grown in fome places very high ; in others, where it had been burnt, there 
appeared good palturage for cattle : we law the embanked divifions of a few rice plan- 
tations, and dil'covered the veftiges of former culture and population ; but during a 
walk of two hours the eye was not gratified with the fight of a houfe, or an inhabitant : 


defolatcd by the contentions ol the Birmans and Peguers, the country had not yet 
recovered from the ravages of war. In our walk we obferved many tracks of wild 
elephants, the fpots where hogs had rooted, and deer lain, and found the remains of 
two antelopes that had recently been killed and half devoured by tigers. The Doftor 
and myfelf fired at deer without fuccefs. The banks on each fide the river are low, 
and the land leems adapted to produce excellent crops ; but it is now quite deferted, 
and become the undifputcd domain of the wild beafts of the foreft. 


CHAP. II. — Arrive at Pcgue : — polite Reception : — invited to the Celebration of the 
annual Pcjlival : — Proccjjion deferibed. — Sports in Honour of the Day : - — Pugilijtic 
Excrcifes : — Birmans expert at Wrcjtling. — Formal Introduction to the Maywoon, or 
Viceroy. — Companies from the different Diflricls of the Province pafs in Review . — 
Grand D if play of Fireworks : — orderly and fober Demeanour of the Populace. — — 
Curiofity of the Birmans. — Attention of the Viceroy to our Accommodation. — Invited 
to a dramatic Rcprefentation. — Siamefe Actors : — an extraordinary Performer : — * 
Dcfcriptien of the Play. — Birmans clofe the Tear with a purificatory Geremonial, in 
which the Englijh Gentlemen bear a Part. 

AT noon we got under way, and foon palled a village on the right, confiding of 
about twenty houfe6 ; the river gradually diminifhed in breadth, and at this place was 
not more than forty yards wide, the banks covered with coppice and long reeds : after 
palling another and larger village where there was a chokey or watch-houfe, we pro- 
ceeded through a cultivated country, and numerous villages appeared on each fide. At 
feven in the evening we were in fight of Pegue, and judged the diftance by water from 
Rangoon to be about ninety mile6, moft part of the way in a northward direction ; but 
the windings of the river are fo great, that the road in a ftraight line muft be much lefs. 
When we approached the landing-place, Mr. Wood catne down to meet us, and the 
favourable account he gave of his reception, added not a little to the fatisfaftion of 
having finifhed our journey : we alfo found Baba-Sheen on the bank waiting our 
arrival. This perfonage conducted us with great civility to our habitation, which we 
were pleafed at finding far fuperior to that we had left. It was fituated on a plain, a 
few hundred yards without the principal gate of the prefent town, but within the forti- 
fied lines of the ancient city. Like Birman houfes in general, it was raifed between 
three and four feet from the ground, compofed wholly of bamboos and mats, and indif- 
ferently thatched : this is a deleft that extends univerfally to their ownr dwellings, and 
affords matter of furprife in a country where the coarfe grafs ufed for thatching is fo 
plentiful. We had each a fm?ll apartment as a bed-chamber, with carpets fpread over 
the mats, and a larger room to dine in and to receive vifitors : huts were alfo erefted 
for our attendants ; and a bamboo palilade, inciofing a court fufficiently fpacious, fur- 
rounded the whole. On the whole, we had reafon to be fatisfied with our dwelling $ it 
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was commodious, according to the ideas of the people themfelves, and we had no right 
to complain of that which was well-intended. Shortly after our arrival, two officers 
of government waited on me, with compliments of congratulation from the Maywoon \ 
they flayed but a fhort time, perceiving that we were bufy in arranging conveniences 
for the night. 

Our fervants were occupied during the greater part of the next day in bringing up 
our baggage from the boats to the houfe, a diflance of nearly half a mile. In the after- 
noon an officer called Che-key, fecond in rank to the Maywoon, and the Sere-dogce, 
or fecretary of the provincial government, accompanied by Baba-Sheen, paid us a vifit 
to tea. They informed me, that the Maywoon, or Viceroy, who had been much en- 
gaged in directing the preparations for the enfuing fellival, hoped that we would wave 
ceremony, and give him our company on the following morning at the great temple of 
Shocmadco, to view the ainulcmenis of the firfl day; an invitation that 1 gladly 
accepted, from motives of curiofity as well as of refpect. 

At eight o’clock in the morning Baba-Sheen arrived, in order to condufl us to the 
temple ; and brought with him three finall horfes, equipped with laddies and bridles, 
refembling thofe ul’ed by the higher ranks of the inhabitants of Hindofbn. After 
breakfafl, Mr. Wood, l)r. Buchanan, and myfelf, mounted, and attended by Baba- 
Sheen, and an ackcdoo, an officer belonging to the Maywoon’s houfehold, alfo on 
horfeback, fet out to view the ceremony. We entered the new town by the neareft 
gate, and proceeded upwards of a quarter of a mile through the principal flreet, till we 
came to where it was eroded at right angles by another, which led from the Maywoon’s 
refidence to the temple ; here our progrefs was Hopped by a great concourfe of people, 
and we perceived on each fide of the way troops marching by fingle files, in flow time, 
towards the temple. By the advice of Baba-Sheen we occupied a convenient fpot to 
view the procefiiun. The troops that we faw were the Maywoon’s guard : five or fix 
hundred men pafied us in this manner, wretchedly armed and equipped ; many had 
mufkets that appeared in a very unferviceable ftate, with accoutrements not in a more 
refpectable condition ; home were provided with fpears, others with fabres ; whilfi their 
drefs was as motley as their weapons. Several were naked to the middle, having only a 
kummerband, or waiftcloth, rolled round their waifl, and pafied between their legs; fotne 
were dreflcd in old velvet or cloth coats, which they put on regardlefs of fize orfafiiion, 
although it fcarcely covered their nakednefs, or trailed on the ground : it was finery, 
and finery in any fhape was welcome. Some wore Dutch broad-brimmed hats bound with 
gold lace, others the crowns of hats without any brim at all : the officers of this martial 
band, who were for the mofl part Chrifiian dclcendants of Portuguefe anceflors, exhi- 
bited a very grotefque appearance. The firfl perfonages of rank that pafied by were three 
children of the Maywoon, borne aftride upon men’s fhoulders ; the eldefl, a boy about 
eight years of age ; the youngefl, a girl not more than five ; the latter only was legiti- 
mate, being the firfl-born of his prefent wife ; the two elder were the offspring of con- 
cubines. The Maywoon followed at a fhort diflance, mounted on the neck of a very 
fine elephant, which he guided himfelf. His drefs was handfome and becoming ; he 
had on a dark velvet robe with long fleeves, trimmed with broad gold lace, and on his 
head he wore a conical cap of the fame material, richly embroidered ; a number of parade 
elephants in tawdry houfings brought up the rear. As we had not been formally intro- 
duced, he pafied by without honouring us with any notice. Proceeding to the foot of 
the fleps that lead to the pagoda, his elephant knelt down to fuffer him to alight. 
Whilfi he was in the performance of this adt, the parade elephants knelt alfo, and the 
crowd that followed flatted on their heels. Having afeended the flight of Heps, he 

14 put 



BYMES’S EMBASSY TO AVA, 


43 * 

put off h!s (hoes, and walked once round the temple without his ombrella, which was 
laid afide out of reverence to the fan&ity of the place. When he had findhed this 
ceremony, he proceeded to the fcene of amufement, a fort of theatre erected at an angle 
of the area of the temple. Two faloons, or open halls, feparate from the great build- 
ing, formed two fides of the theatre, which was about fifty feet fquare, covered by an 
awning of grafs, fpread on a flat roof of flender canes, fupported by bamboo poles. 
Beneath the projecting verge of the roof of one of the faloons, there was an elevated 
feat, with a handfome canopy of cloth, for the accommodation of the Maywoon and his 
three children ; and on a bare bench beneath him fat the principal officers of his court. 
On the left fide of the theatre, a fiinilar canopy and chair were erq&ed for the May- 
woon of Martaban, who happened at this time to be palling by to take pofleflion of his 
government. Oppofite to him, under the roof of the other faloon, feats were pro- 
vided for the Englilh gentlemen, covered with fine carpeting, but without any canopy. 
The diverfions of this day confided entirely of boxing and wreftling. In order to pre- 
vent injury to the champions, the ground had been prepared, and made foft with 
moidened fand. At the latter exercife they feemed to be very expert : a fhort dout man 
was particularly diftinguilhed for his fuperior [kill and Itrength : we were told, that in 
former contcds he had killed two of his antagonifts. The fird that encountered him 
on the prefent occafion, though much fuperior in fize, was, after a Ihort druggie, 
pitched on his head, and, as the byllanders faid, feverely hurt. Many others difplayed 
great adlivity and addrefs ; but in the art of boxing they feemed very deficient, not- 
withdanding they ufed fids, knees, and elbows. The battles were of Ihort duration > 
blood drawn on either fide terminated the conted ; and even without it, the Maywoon 
would not fu&'er them to contend long. At the end of an engagement both com- 
batants approached the Maywoon’s throne, and prodrated themfelves before him, with 
their foreheads to the ground, whild an attendant fpread on the Ihoulders of each 
two pieces of cotton cloth, as the reward of their exertions, which they carried away in 
a crouching pofition, until they mingled with the crowd. The places of thofe who 
retired were immediately filled by frcfli pugilids. This amufement laded for three 
hours, until we became quite weary of it ; tea and fweetmyats in great profufion were 
afterwards ferved to us, in the name of the Maywoon. We departed without ceremony, 
and got home about four o’clock, extremely opprefied by the intenfe heat of the weather. 

In the morning an early mefi'age came from the Maywoon, intimating that he hoped 
to fee us that day at the government-houfe. Baba-Sheen alfo made a tender of his 
fervices to introduce us to the praw, or lord ; who being ready at the hour appointed, 
we fet out on horfeback to pay our vifit of ceremony, preceded by the foldiers of the 
guard, and our pcrfonal attendants. Six Birmans alfo walked in front, bearing the 
articles intended as a prefent, which confided of filks, fatins, velvets, gold, flowered 
and plain muffins, fome broad cloth, and a handfome filver-mounted fowling piece. 
In this order we marched through the town, the objects of universal curiolity, till we 
reached the gate of an inclofure furrounding the Maywoon’s dwelling. It was made 
of boards nailed to pods twelve or thirteen feet high, and comprehended a fpacious 
fquare, in the centre of which flood the governor’s refidence. There were likewife 
fome fmaller houfes irregularly difpofed, appropriated, as we underftood, to the feveral 
members of the Maywoon’s family. We pulled off our flioes at the bottom of the 
dairs, and were ulhered into a laloon, from whence, turning to the rights we afeend'd 
three deps into a hall, where a number of perfons ranged on each fide, were fitting 
with their legs inverted, waiting the entrance of the Maywoon. Inftru&ed by Baba- 
Sheen, we took our feats on linall carpets fpread in the middle of the room, in froitt 
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of a narrow gallery elevated about two feet from the floor and railed In, with the 
prefents placed before us on trays. In a few minutes the Maywoon entered by a door 
at one end of the gallery. We made no obeifance, as none was defired, but his 
attendants crouched to the ground. He fat down, and filence was kept for fome time, 
which I firft interrupted, by telling him, through Baba-Sheen, that the Governor- 
general of India, having received his friendly letter, and being well allured of the 
amicable difpofition of the Birman government towards the Englilh nation, had 
charged me with the delivery of letters and prefents to His Majefty at Ava, and had 
likewife requefted his acceptance of a few articles which I had brought with me. I 
then role, and prefented the governor-general’s letter ; he laid it on the tray before 
him, talked of indifferent matters, and was extremely polite in his expreflions and 
manner, but carefully avoided all difeourfe that had the leaf! relation to bufinefs, or 
the objects of the embafly. After half an hour’s converfation, chiefly on uninterelting 
topics, he invited us to a grand difplay of fireworks, which was to take place on the 
following day, and foon after withdrew uncercmonioufly : tea and fweatmeats were 
then fetved up. Having tafted of what was fet before us, we were conduced by 
Baba-Sheen to the outer balcony ,*to view the different companies pafs by that intended 
to exhibit fireworks on the following day. 

It' is the cuftom, on this occafion, for the feveral mious or diftricts, whofe fituation 
is not too remote, to feledt and fend a number of men and women from their com- 
munity to reprefent them at the general feftival : thefe companies vie with each other 
in the magnificence of their fireworks, and on the eve of celebration pafs the govern- 
ment-houfe in review before the Maywoon and his family, each company diftindt. A 
fmall waggon drawn by four buffaloes, profufely decorated with peacocks’ feathers, 
and the tails of Thibet cows, led the proceflion, on which were laid the fireworks of 
that particular company : next advanced the men belonging to it, dancing and fhout- 
ing ; the females, in a feparate troop, came Iaft, finging in full chorus, and clapping 
their hands in accurately meafured time. They, for the molt part, appeared to be 
girls from fixteen to twenty years of age, comely, and well made ; but their features 
were without the delicacy of the damfels of Hindoftan, or the bloom of the foft 
Circafiian beauties. In every company of young women there were a few aged matrons, 
probably as a check on the vivacity of youth : the feniors, however, feemed to join 
in the feftivity with juvenile fprightlinefs. Refrefhments were again ferved up to us, 
and we returned home about two o’clock. 

At eight in the morning great crowds had afiembled on the plain without the ftockade 
of the prefent town, but within the walls of ancient Pogue ; three temporary fheds 
were eredted on the middle of the green, apart from each other, one for the reception 
of the Maywoon and his family, another for the Martaban governor, and a third for 
our accommodation. Common fpedtators, to the number of many thoufands, were 
fcattered in groups over the plain ; each divifion or company exhibited in turn its own. 
fireworks : the difplay of rsekets was ftrikingly grand, but nothing elfc merited 
attention. The cylinders of the rockets were trunks of trees hollowed, many of them 
feven or eight feet long, and from two to three feet in circumference ; thefe were 
bound by ftrong t ligatures to thick bamboos, eighteen or twenty feet in length ; they 
rofe to a great height, and in defeending emitted various appearances of fire that 
were very bedutiful. The time appointed for the amufement confiderably diminifhed 
the effedt ; but it was chofen from a humane apprehenfion of injury to the people by 
the fall of extinguilhed rockets, which muff have rendered the diverfion, during the 
night, extremely dangerous. Notwithftanding this precaution, a man was unfortunate 

enough 
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enough to be in the way of one that killed him on the fpot. Each company, after con- 
tributing its fhare towards the general entertainment, marched pad the May woon, to the 
found of mufical inftruments ; after which they proceeded to our fhed with longs and 
dances, “ the pipe and the tabor,” manifefting every lively demonftration of joy. 

It was a fpe&acle not lefs pleafing than novel to an European, to witnels fucli a 
concourfe of people of all claffes, brought together for the purpofes of hilarity and fport, 
without their committing one act of intemperance, or being difgraced by a fingle 
inltance of intoxication. What feenes of riot and debauchery would not a fimilar 
feftival in the vicinity of any capital town of Great Britain inevitably produce ! The 
refieftion is humiliating to an Englifhman, however proud he may feel of the national 
character. 

During the four following days we enjoyed a refpite from public Ihows and 
ceremonials, and had leilure for obfervatiun ; though our hall, in a morning, was 
generally crowded, as every perfon of diftindion in Pegue paid me the compliment 
of a vilir, except the Maywoon, who, within the precinds of his own government, 
where he reprefents the King, never returns a viftt. Numbers both of men and 
women, prompted by harmlels curiofity, furrounded the paling of the inclofure from 
morning till night ; thofe of a better clafs ufually came in, fome previoufly alking 
permiffion, but many entered without it. Perfectly free from reftraint among them- 
felves, the Birmans fcruple not to go into your houfe without ceremony, although 
you are an utter ftranger. To do them juftice, however, they are not at all dif- 
pleafed at your taking the fame freedom with them. This intrufion is confined wholly 
to your public room ; they do not attempt to open a door : and where a curtain 
dropped denotes privacy, they never offer to violate the barrier. On entering the 
room they immediately defeend into the pofture of refped. Of all our cuftoms none 
feemed to furprife them more than the preparations for dining : the variety of utenfils, 
and our manner of fitting at a table excited their wonder : they never took any 
greater liberty than merely to come into the room, and fit down on the floor ; 
they meddled with nothing, and aiked for nothing, and when defired to go away 
always obeyed with cheerfulncfs. Had untold gold been placed before them, I am 
confident not a piece would have been purloined. Among the men of rank that 
vifited us, an officer called Seree Dogce favoured us with his company more frequently 
than the reft. He held, by commiffion from the King, the place of chief provincial 
fecretary, and junior judge of the criminal court : this gentleman often partook of 
our dinner, and feemed to relifli our fare, but could not be prevailed on to tafte wine 
or ftrong liquors : he was much pleafed, however, with the Engliffi mode of making 
tea, of which he drank copioufly ; indeed it is a beverage highly palatable to all ranks 
of Birmans. 

Although, from the eftablifhed forms of diplomatic etiquette, we had little perfonal 
intercourl'e with the Maywoon, yet he was not deficient in attention : he fent large fup- 
plies of rice, oil, gee, preferved tamarinds, and fpices, for our Indian attendants ; 
prefents alfo of fruit and flowers were daily brought to me in his name. A s their religion 
forbids the llaughter of any but wild animals for the purpofes of food, he did not offer 
any thing for the ufe of the table but our fervants had liberty to purchafe whatever 
they wanted. Fowls, kid, and venifon, conftituted our principal diffies; the two firft 
we procured in abundance, and of a good quality ; the venifon was meagre, but well 
tailed, and made excellent foup ; it was chiefly the wild antelope, with which the 
country abounds. Having among my people two bakers, and a perfon who undcrilood 
making butter, we were feldom without thefe effential articles, and of a tolerable qua- 
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lity. Whatever we had occafion to kill was flain in the night, to avoid offending the 

S ' adices of the people, who, fo far from feeking caufc of offence, were inclined to 
e every liberal allowance for the ul’age of foreigners. The Maywoon politely 
ordered a pair of horfes of the Pegue breed, fmall, but handfome and fpirited, to be 
fele£ted, and lent to us, from his own ftud, accompanied by two grooms, one to attend 
on each horjfe ; a temporary ftable was erected for them within the paling of our court, 
where they continued while we remained at Pegue, and afforded us the means of cxer- 
cife and pleafing recreation. Being now commodioufly fettled, I invited Captain 
Thomas from Rangoon, to fpend a few days with us; he accepted my invitation, and 
came up in a boat provided by the intendant of the port, having previoufly arranged the 
concerns of his fhip, and the mode of fupplying the crew during his abfence. 

The folar year of the Birmans was now drawing to a clofe, and the three la ft days 
are ufually ipenr by the m in merriment and feafting. We were invited by the May- 
woon to be prefent on the evening of the ioth of April, at the exhibition of a dramatic 
reprefentation. 

At a little before eight o’clock, the hour when the play w r as to commence, we 
proceeded to the houfe of the Maywoon, accompanied by Baba-Sheen, who, on all oc- 
cafions, aCted as mailer of the ceremonies. The theatre was the open court, fplendidly 
illuminated by lamps and torches : the Maywoon and his lady fat in a projecting balcony 
of his houfe ; w r e occupied feats below him, railed about two feet from the ground, and 
covered with carpets ; a crowd of fpe&ators were feated in a circle round the ftage. 
The performance began immediately on our arrival, and far excelled any Indian drama 
that I had ever feen. The dialogue was fpirited without rant, and the aCtion animated 
without being extravagant : the dreffes of the principal performers were fhowv and 
becoming. I was told that the bell a&ors were natives ol Siam, a nation which, though 
unable to contend with the Birmans and Peguers in \vir, have cultivated with more 
fuccefs the refined arts of peace. By way of interlude between the aCts, a clownifh 
buffoon entertained the audience with a recital of diffeivin paflages ; and by grimace, 
and frequent alterations of tone and countenance, extorted loud peals of laughter from 
the fjv'dators. The Birmans feem to delight in mimickry, and arc 1 very expert in the 
praClice, pofleffmg uncommon volatility of countenance. An eminent praft tioner of 
this art amufed us with a fpecim n of his (kill, at our own houfe, and, to our no fmall 
allonilhment, exhibited a mafterly ciifphiy of the paflions, in pantomimic looks and ges- 
tures : the tranfuions he made from pain to pleafurc, from joy to defpair, from rage to 
lnildnefs, from laughter to tears ; hi., expreflion of terror, and, above all, his look of 
idiotiim, were performances of firli rate merit in their line ; and we agreed in opinion, 
that had his fates decreed him to have been a native of Great Britain, his genius would 
have rivalled that of any modern comedian of the Englifh flagc. 

The plot of the drama performed this evening, 1 underltood, was taken from the 
facred text of the Ramayan of Balmicc *, a work of high authority amongft the Hindoos. 
It reprefented the battles of the holy Ram and the impious Rahwaan, chief of the Ra- 
kufs, or demons, to revenge the rapeof Sceta, the w 7 ife of Ram, who was forcibly carried 
away by Rahwaan, and bound under the fpells of enchantment. Viciflitudes of fortune 
took place during the performance, that feemed highly interefting to the audience. Ram 
was at length wounded by a poifon xl arrow ; the fages fkilled in medicine confulted on 
his cure; they difeovered, that on the mountain Indragurry grew a certain tree that 
produced a gum, w hich was a fovereign antidote againft the deleterious cfleCls of poifon ; 

* Called by Sir William Jones, Valmiec. 
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but the dlflance was fo great that none could be found to undertake the journey : at 
length Ilonymaan *, leader of the army of apes, offered to go in queft of it. When he 
arrived at the place, being uncertain which was the tree, he took up half the mountain, 
and tranfported it with eafe : thus was the cure of Ram happily effected, the enchant- 
ment was broken, and the piece ended with a dance, and fongs of triumph. 

On the 1 2th of April, the laR day of the Birman year, we were invited by the May- 
woon to bear a part o Uriel ves in a fport that is univerfally prattifed throughout the Bir- 
man dominions on the concluding day of their annual cycle. To wafh away the 
impurities of the pall, and commence the new year free from Rain, women on this day 
are accuflomed to throw water on every man they meet, which the men have the privilege 
of retor ing ; this licence gives rife to a great deal of harmlcfs merriment, particularly 
amongfl the young women, who, armed with large fyringes and flaggons, endeavour 
to wet every man that goes along the ftreet, and, in their turn, receive a wetting with 
perfeft good humour ; nor is the fmalleft indecency ever manifeflcd in this or any 
other of their fports. Dirty water is never caft ; a man is not allowed to lay hold of 
a woman, but may Ring as much water over her as he pleafes, provided fhe has been 
the aggrcflbr ; but if a woman warns a man that fhe does not mean to join in the diver- 
lion, it is confidcred as an avowal of pregnancy, and fhe pafies without molcflation. 

About an hour before funfet we went to the Maywoon’s, and found that his lady 
had provided plentifully to give us a wet reception. In the hall were placed three large 
china jars, full of water, with bowls and ladles to fling it. Each of us, on entering, had 
a bottle of rofe-water prefented to him, a little of which we in turn poured into the 
palm of thcMaywoon’s hand, who lprinkled over his own vcR of fine flowered muflin ; 
the lady then made her appearance at the door, and gave us to underhand that fhe did 
not mean to join in the fport herfelf, but made her eldcft daughter, a pretty child in 
the nurfe’s arms, pour from a golden cup fome rofe-water mixed with fandal-Wood, firft 
over her father, and then over each of the Englifli gentlemen ; this was a fignal for the 
fport to begin. Wc were prepared, being drafted in linen waiftcoats. From ten to 
twenty women, young and middle aged, rufhed into the hall from the inner apartments, 
who furrounded and deluged without mercy four men, ill able to maintain fo unequal 
a conteft. The Maywoon was foon driven from the field ; but Mr. Wood having got 
pofleilion of one of the jars, we were enabled to preferve our ground till the water was 
exhauflcd ; it feemed to afford them great diverfion, cfpecially if we appeared at all 
diR refled by the quantity of water flung in our faces. All parties being tired, and com- 
pletely drenched, we went home to change our deaths, and in the way met many 
tlamfels who would willingly have renewed the fport ; they, however, were afraid to 
begin without receiving encouragement from us, not knowing how it might be taken 
by ftrangers ; but they aflailed Baba-Sheen and his Birman attendants with little cere- 
mony. No inconvenient confequences were to be apprehended from the wetting ; 
the weather was favourable, and we ran no rifk of taking cold. Having put on dry 
cloaths, we returned to the May wood’s, and were entertained with a dance and puppet- 
fhow that lafted till eleven. 

* Honymnan is worfliipped by the Hindoos under the form of an ape, and is one ot the moll frequent 
•bjc&s of their adoration : almoft every Hindoo pagoda has this figure delineated in fome part of it. Ho- 
nymaan is the term ufed by the Hindoos to denote a large ape. 
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CHAP. IIT. — Public Rejoicings ccafc. — Site of the ancient City of Pegue. — Fortifica- 
tions . — Encouragement given to Settlers. — Defeription of the new Town — Public 
Buildings. — Dread of Fire — Precautions ufed aga'tnfl it. — An Account of the 
Temple of Shoemadoo. — Vijit the Siredaw, the fuperior Rhahaan , or High Pricfl of the 
Country. — Defolated State of the Environs of Pegue-— Monajlic Retreats of the Rha- 
h arms. — Manufatlurcs at Pegue — Officers of the Provincial Government — Adminif- 
tration of Jujlicc. — Monfoon threatens.-— • Prepare to depart — take leave of the 

SPORTS and feftivities ccafed with the departed year, a Qircumftance that gave us 
great pleafure, as from attending them we were frequently expofed to the influence 
of a burning fun, which at this feafon is mod powerful ; but though the heat from noon 
till five in the evening was intenfe, yet the night was cool, and the mornings pleafant and 
refrelhing. I generally took advantage of two temperate hours, from the dawn of day 
till the fun became inconvenient, to walk or ride through the city and its environs j 
and in all my excurfions I never once experienced infult or molcflatiou : curiofity and 
aftonilhment were often exprefled, but unaccompanied by perfonal incivility, or by the 
llighteft indication of contempt. 

The fate that befel this once flourifhing city has already been recounted in the pre- 
ceding pages. 'The extent of ancient Pegue may ftill be accurately traced by the ruins 
of the ditch and wall that furrounded it ; from this it appears to have been a quad- 
rangle, each fide meafuring nearly a mile and a half ; in fevcral places the ditch is 
choked up by rubbilh that has been call into it, and the falling of its own banks ; 
fufficient, however, ftill remains to lhew that it was once no contemptible defence : the 
breadth I judged to be about fixty yards, and the depth ten or twelve feet : in fome 
part of it there is water, but in no confiderable quantity. I was informed, that when 
the ditch was in repair, the water feldom, in the hotteft feafon, funk below the depth 
of four feet. An inj udicious fauflebray, thirty feet wide, did not add to the fecurity 
of the fortrefs. 

The fragments of the wall likewife evince that this was a work of magnitude and 
labour ; it is not eafy to afeertain precifely what was its height, but when we con- 
jectured it at leaft thirty feet, and in breadth, at the bafe, not lefs than forty. It is 
compofed of brick, badly cemented with clay mortar. Small equidiftant baftions 
about 300 yards afunder, are ftill difcoverable, and there had been a parapet of mafon- 
ry •, but the whole is in a ftate fo ruinous, and fo covered with weeds and briars, as 
to leave very imperfeCt veftiges of its former ftrength. 

In the centre of each face of the fort there is a gateway about thirty feet wide ; and 
thefe gateways were the principal entrances. The paflage acrofs the ditch is over a 
caufeway raifed on a mound of earth, that ferves as a bridge, and was formerly defended 
by a retrenchment, of which there are now no traces. 

It is impoffible to conceive a more linking picture of fallen grandeur, and the defo- 
lating hand of war, than the infide of thefe walls difplays. Alompra, when he got 
poffeffion of this city in the year 1 757, razed every dwelling to the ground, and 
difperfed or led into captivity all the inhabitants. The temples or praws, which are 
very numerous, were the only buildings that efcaped the fury of the conqueror j and 
of thefe the great pyramid of Shoemadoo has alone been reverenced and kept in 
repair. 

The prefent King of the Birmans, whofe government has been lefs dilturbed than 
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that of any of his predeceflors, early in his reign turned his thoughts to the population 
and improvement, as well as the extenlion, of his dominions, and feemed defirous to; 
conciliate his fubjefts by ntildnefs, rather than to govern them by terror. He has abro- 
gated fome fcvere penal laws itnpofed by his predecelfors upon the Taliens, or native 
Peguers. Jultice is now impartially diftributed ; and the only diftinftion at prefent 
between a Birman and a Talien coafifls in«the exclufion of the latter from places of 
public truft and power. 

No aft of the Birman government is more likely to reconcile the Peguers to the Bir- 
man yoke, than the reftoration of their ancient place of abode, and the prefervation 
and embellifhment of the temple of Shoeinadoo. The King, sensible of this, as well 
as of the advantages that mud arise to the date from the increafe of culture and popu- 
lation, five years ago idlied orders to rebuild Pcgue, encouraged fettlers by grants of 
ground, and invited the fcattered families of former inhabitants to return and repeople 
their deferted city. 

His Birman Majcfty, more ( lit ftuallv to accomplilh this end, on the death of the 
late Maywoon, which happened J>our five years ago, direfted his fucceffor, the pre- 
lent governor, to quit Ragoon, and make Pegue his future rcfidence, and the feat of 
provincial government of the thirty-two didrifts of Henzawuddy *. 

Thefe judicious mcalurcs have fo far l'ucceeded, that a new town has been built 
within the fite of the ancient city ; but Rangoon poffefles fo many advantages over 
Pegue in a commercial point of view, that perfons of property who arc engaged in bu- 
finefs will not eafily be prevailed upon to leave one of the fined fea-ports in the world, 
to encounter the difficulties of a new fcttlemcnt, where commerce, if any can fubfift, 
mud be very confined, from the want of a commodious navigation. The present in- 
habitants, who have been induced to return, confid chiefly^of Rhahaans, or priefts, 
followers of the provincial court, and poor Talien families, who were glad to regain a 
fettleuient in their once magnificent metropolis. The number altogether perhaps does 
not exceed fix or feven thoufand ; thofe who dwelt in Pegue during its former days of 
fplendor are now nearly extinct, and their defendants and relatives scattered over 
the provinces of Tongho, Martaban, and Talowmeou ; many alfo live under the pro- 
tection of the Siamese. There is little doubt, however, that the respect paid to their 
favourite temple of worfliip, and the fecurity and encouragement held out to thofe who 
venture to return, will, in time, accomplilh the wife and humane intentions of the Bir- 
man monarch. 

Pegue, in its renovated and contrafted date, feems to be built on the plan of the 
former city, and occupies about one-half of its area. It is fenced round by a stockade 
from ten to twelve feet high ; on the north and ealt Tides it borders on the old walls. 
The plane of the town is not yet filled with houfes, but a number of new ones are 
building. There is one main ftreet running eaft and weft, croffed at right angles by 
two fmaller ftrects not yet finilhed. At each extremity of the principal ftreet, there is 
a gate in the ftockadc, which is Ihut early in the evening j and after that time entrance 
during the night is confined to a wicket. Each of thefe gates is defended by a wretched 
piece of ordnance, and a few mufqueteers, who never poll fentinels, and are ufually 
afleep in an adjoining Ihed. There are two inferior gates on the north and south fides 
of the stockade. 

The ftreets of Pegue are spacious, as are thofe of all the Birmaft towns that I 
have feen. The new town is well paved with brick, which the ruins of the old- 

* The Shanfcrit name given to the province of Pegue by the Birman*. 
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'tojentifully supply ; and on each fide of ihc way there is a drain to carry ofi the water. 
TThe houfes of ihe mcaneft peafants of Peg tie, and throughout ihe Birman empire, 
poflefs manifdt ail vantage over Indian dwellings, by being raifed from the ground 
either on wooden polls or bamboos, according to the iizc of the building. The kioums 
or tnonafteries of the Rhahaans, and the habitations of the higher ranks, are ufually 
•elevated fix or eight, thofe of the lower <4 a lies from two to four feet. 

There are no brick buildings either in Pegue or Rangoon, except fuch as belong 
to the King, or are dedicated to their divinity Gaudma : his Majefiy having prohibited 
the ufe of brick or done in private buildings, from rhe approhenfion, as I was informed, 
that if people got leave to build brick houfes, they might erect brick fortifications, 
dangerous to the fccurity of the date. The houfes, therefore, are all made of mats, 
•or fh^thing boards, fupported on bamboos or pods ; but from their being competed 
of fqch combudible materials, the inhabitants are under continual dread of lire, againd 
which they take every precaution. The roofs are lightly covered, and at each door 
stands a long. bamboo, with an iron hook at the end, to pull down the thatch : there 
-is -alfo another pole, with a grating of iron at the extremity, about three feet l'quare, 
•to fupprefe flame by preffure. Almod every houle has earthen pots, filled with 
water on the roof ; and a particular class of people * whofe bufinefs it is to prevent 
*and extinguilh fires, perambulate the dreets during the night. 

The Maywoon’s habitation, though not at all a magnificent manfion for the reprefent- 
ative of royalty, is, notwithdanding, a building of much refpettability, compared to 
the other houles of Pegue. From an outfide view we judged it to be roomy, and to 
contain feveral apartments, exclufive of that in which he gives audience : it pofiefles, 
however, but few ornaments. Gilding is forbidden to all fubjetts of the Birman em- 
pire : liberty even to lacker and paint the pillars of their houfes, is granted to very few : 
•the naked wood gave an unfinilhed appearance to the dwelling of the Maywoon, which, 
in other refpefts, feemed well adapted for the accommodation of a Birman family. 

The object in Pegue that mod attracts and mod merits notice, is the noble edifice 
of Shoemadoot, or the Golden Supreme. This extraordinary pile of buildings is ereffed 
■on a double terrace, one raifed upon another. The lower and greater terrace is about ten 
feet above the natural level of the ground, forming an cxafl parallelogram : the upper 
and leffer terrace isfimilar in fhape, and rifes about twenty feet above the lower terrace 

* Thefe people are called Pagwaat ; they are (laves of government ; men who have been found guilty 
.of theft, and, through mercy, had their lives fpared. They arc diilinguiihed by a black circle on each 
cheeky caufed by gunpowder and punctuation ; as well as by having on their bread, in Birman characters, 
the word thief* and the name of the article ftolen, as, on one that 1 afked to he explained to me, Putchoo 
Khoo, cloth thief Thefe men patrole the dreets at night, to put out all fires and lights after a certain hour. 
They aft as conftables, and are the public executioners. 

■f* Shoe or Shuts, in thcBirman tongue, lignifies golden $ and there can be no doubt that Madoo is a 
corruption of Mah«uieva, or Deo. I could not learn from the Birmans the orig'n or etymology of the 
term ; it was explained to me as fignifyinga promontory that overlooked land and water. Pi aw imports 
lord* and is always annexed to the name of a facred building ; it is like wife a fovereign and a facerdotal 
title, and is frequently ufeh by an inferior when addrdTiug his fuperior. The analogy between the Birmans 
and ancient Egyptians in the application of this term, as alfo in many other particulars, is highly deferv* 
ing of notice. 

Phra was the proper name under which the Egyptians fird adored the Sun, before it received the alle- 
gorical appellation of Oiiris, or Author of Time ; they likewife conferred the fame title on their kings and 
on their priefts. * 

In the fird book of Mofes, chap. xl. Pharaoh gives “ Jofepli to wife, the daughter of Potipbera, or 
f!hc p ried of On.” In the book of Jeremiah a king of Egypt is d) led Pharaoh Ophra ; and it is not a 
improbable conjefture that the title of Pharaon, given to fucceffive kings of Egypt, is a corruption 
of the word Phraw or Praw, in its original fenfc fignifying the fun, and applied to the jfovereign and prieft- 
aftthe reprefe.otative# on earth of that fplcudid luminary. 

or 
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or thirty above the level of the country. I judged a fide of the lower terrace to be 139 1 
feet; of the upper 684. The walls that fudained the fides of the terrace, both upper and 
lower, are in a ruinous date; they were formerly covered with plader, wrought into va- 
rious figures ; the area of the lower is drewed with the fragments of fmall decayed build- 
ings but the upper is kept free from filth, and is in tolerably good order. There is reafon 
to conclude that this building and the fortrefs are coeval, as the earth of which the. 
terraces are compofed appears to have been taken from the ditch ; there being no other 
excavation in the city, or in its neighbourhood, that could have afforded a tenth part 
of the quantity. 

The terraces are afeended by flights of done deps. which are now broken and neg- 
lected. On each fide are dwellings of the Rhahaans, raifed on timbers four or five 
feet from the ground ; these houfes confid only of a large hall ; the wooden pillars, 
that fupport them are turned with neatnefs ; the roofs are covered with tiles, and the 
fides are made of boards ; and there are a number of bare benches in every houfe, on 
which the Rhahaans fleep ; but wc faw no other furniture. 

Shoemadoo is a pyramidical building, compofed of brick and mortar, without ex- 
cavation or aperture of any fort ; oftagonal at the bafe, and fpiral at top ; each fide of 
the bafe meafures 162 feet; this immenfe breadth diminilhes abruptly, and a fimilar 
building has not unaptly been compared in lhape to a large fpeaking trumpet *. 

Six feet from the ground there is a wide projection that furrounds the bafe, on the 
plane of which are iifty-feven fmall fpires of equal fizc, and equidiflant ; one of them 
meafured twenty-feven feet in height, and forty in circumference at the bottom. On a. 
higher ledge there is another row, confiding of fifty-three fpires of fimilar lhape and 
meafurement. 

A great variety of mouldings encircle the building ; and ornaments somewhat ro- 
fembling the fleur-de-lys surround the lower part of the l'pire ; circular mouldings like- 
wife girt it to a confidcrable height, above which there are ornaments in ducco nut 
unlike the leaves of a Corinthian capital ; and the whole is crowned by a Tee, or 
umbrella, of open iron-work, from which rifes a rod with a gilded pennant. 

The tee or umbrella is to be l'een on every facred building tiftit is of a Ipiral form : 
the railing and confecration of this lad and indifpenfable appendage, is an aft of high 
religious lolei^nity, and a feafon of fedivity and relaxation. The prefent king bedowed 
the tee that covers Shoemadoo. It was made at the capital ; and many of the princi- 
pal nobility came down fromUmmerapoora to be prefent at the ceremony of its elevation. 

The circumference of the tee is fifty-fix feet ; it reds on an iron axis fixed in the 
building, and is farther iecurcd by large chains drongly rivetted to the fpire. Round 
the lower rim of the tee are appended a number of bells, which agitated by the wind, 
make a continual jingling. 

The tec is gilt, and it is faid to be the intention of the king to gild the whole of the 
fpire. All the lefler pagodas are ornamented with proportionable umbrellas of fitnilar 
workmanlhip, which are likewife encircled by fmall bells. 

The extreme height of the edifice, from the level of the country, is 361 feet, and 
above the interior terrace, 331 feet. * 

On the fouth-ead angle of the upper terrace there are two handfome faloons, or 
kioums, lately erefted, the roofs compofed of different dages, luppoi,ted by pillars ; 
we judged the length of each to be about to feet, and the breadth 30 : the ceiling 
of one is already embellifhed with gold leaf, and the pillars are lack; red ^ the decora- 
tion of the other is not yet completed. They are made entirely of wood ; the carving 

* See Mr, Hunter’s account of Peguc. 
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on the outlide is laborious and minute : we faw feveral unfinfhed figures of animals 
and men in grotcfque attitudes, which were defigned as ornaments for different parts 
of the building. Some images of Gaudma, the fupreme object of Birman adoration, 
lay fcattered around. 

At each angle of the interior and higher terrace there is a temple 67 feet high, re- 
fembling, in miniature, the great temple : in front of that, in the fouth-weft corner, 
are four gigantic reprefentations, in mafonrv, ofPalloo, or the evil genius, halfbeaft, 
half human, feated on their hams, each with a large club on the right fhoulder. The 
Pundit who accompanied me, laid that they relembled the Rakufs of the Hindoos. 
Thefe are guardians of the temple. 

Nearly in the centre of the eafl face of the area are two human figures in ftucco, 
beneath a gilded umbrella ; one. Handing, reprei'ents a man with a book before him 
and a pen in his hand ; lie is called Thafiamec, the recorder of mortal merits and mortal 
mifdeeds ; the other, a female figure kneeling, is Mahasumdera, the proteftrefs of the 
univerfe, fo long as the univerfe is doomed to laft ; but when the time of general 
diffolution arrives, by her hand the world is to be overwhelmed and cvcrlaftingly de- 
lfroyed. 

A fmall brick building near the north-call angle contains an upright marble flab, 
four feet high, and three feet wide : there is a long legible infeription on it. I was 
told it was an account of the donations of pilgrims of only a recent date. 

Along the whole extent of the north face of the upper terrace there is a wooden fhed 
for the convenience of devotees who come from a diftant part of the country. On the 
north fide of the temple are three large bells of good worktnanfhip, l'ufpcnded nigh the 
ground, between pillars ; feveral deers horns lie flrewed around ; thofc who come to 
pay their devotions firft take up one of the horns, and ftrike the bell three times, giv- 
ing an alternate ftroke to the ground : this act, I w r as told, is to announce to the fpirit 
of Gaudma the approach of a luppliant. There are feveral low benches near the foot 
of the temple, on which the pcrl'on who comes to pray, places his offering, commonly 
confiding of boiled rice, a plate of fweetmeats, or cocoa-nut fried in oil $ when it is 
given, the devotee cares not what becomes of it ; the crows and wild dogs often devour 
it in prefence of the donor, w ho never attempts to diflurb the animals. I faw feveral 
plates of victuals difpofed of in this manner, and underftood it to be th# cafe with all 
that was brought. 

There are many fmall temples on the areas of both terraces, which are ncgle&ed, 
and differed to fall into decay. Numberlefs images of Gaudma lie indiferiminately 
fcattered. A pious Birman who purchafes an idol, firfl procures the ceremony of con- 
fecration to be performed by the Rhahaans ; he then takes his purchafe to whatever 
facred building is mo ft convenient, and there places it within the fhelter of a kioum, 
or on the open ground before the temple ; nor does he ever again feem to have any 
anxiety about its preservation, but leaves the divinity to fliift for itfclf. Some of thofe 
idols are made of marble that is found in the neighbourhood of the capital of the Birman 
dominions, and adrpits of a very fine polifh ; many are formed of wood, and gilded, 
and a few are of filver ; the latter, however, are not ufually expofed and negle&ed 
like the others. Silver and gold is rarely ufed, except in the compofition of' houfe- 
hold gods. 

On both the terraces arc a number of white cylindrical flags, raffed on bamboo 
poles •, thefe flags are peculiar to the Rhahaans, and are confidered as emblematic of 
purity, and of their facred fundlion. On the top of the ftaff there is a henza, or goofe, 
the Jymbol both of the Birman and Pegue nations. 
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From the upper proje&ion that furrounds the bafe of Shoemadoo, the profpeft of 
the circumjacent country is cxtenfive and pi&urefque; but it is a profpeft of nature 
in her rudeft ftate ; there are few inhabitants, and fcarcely any cultivation. The hills 
of Martaban rife to the caftward, and the Sitang river, winding along the plains, gives 
an interrupted view of its waters. To the north-weft, about forty miles, are the Ga- 
ladzet hills, whence the Pegue river takes its rife ; hills remarkable only for the noi- 
fmne effefts of their atinofphere. In every other dire&ion the eye looks over a bound- 
lefs plain, chequered by a wild intermixture of wood and water. 

Not being able to procure any fatisfaftory information refpefling the antiquity of 
Shoemadoo, I paid a vifit to the Siredaw, or fuperior Rhahaan of the country, 
whofe abode was fituated in a fhady grove of tamarind trees, about five miles fouth- 
eaft of the city ; where every objetl feemed to correfpond with the years and dignity 
of the poftefibr. The trees were lofty ; a bamboo railing protected his dwelling from 
the attack of wild beafts ; a neat refervoir contained clear water, a little garden fupplied 
rootvS, and his retreat was well flocked with fruit trees fome young Rhahaans lived 
with him, and adminiftered to his wants with pious refpecl. Though much emaciated, 
he feemed lively, and in full pofieftion of his mental faculties : his age, he faid, was 87. 
The Rhahaans, although fubfifting on charity, never folicit alms, or accept of money : 

I therefore prefented this venerable prelate of the order with a piece of cloth, which was 
repaid by a grateful benediction. He told me, that in the convulfions of the Pegue 
empire, moft of their valuable records had been deftroyed ; but it was traditionally be- 
lieved that the temple of Shoemadoo was founded 2300 years ago, by two merchants, 
brothers, who came to Pegue from Tallowmeou, a diftriCt of one day’s journey eaft 
of Martaban. Thefe pious traders at firft railed a temple one Birman cubit * in height ; 
Sigeatnee, or the fpirit that prefides over the elements, and direfts the thunder and 
lightning, in the fpace of one night increafed the fize of the temple to two cubits; the 
merchants then added another cubit, which Sigeamee doubled in the fame fhort time ; 
the building thus attained the magnitude of twelve cubits, when the merchants de- 
fifted ; that the temple w'as afterwards gradually increafed by fucceflive monarchs of 
Pegue, the regifiers of whofe names, with the amount of their contributions, had been 
loft in the general ruin ; nor could he inform me of any authentic archives that had 
cfcapcd the wreck. 

In the afternoon Dr. Buchanan accompanied me in a ride about a mile and a half 
to the eaftward of the fort. Thorns and wild bamboos grew in this direction clofe to 
the ditch, and the road lay through woods interfered by frequent pathways. We faw 
no other habitation, than here and there a poor Peguer’s hut, beneath the fhelter of a 
clump of bamboos ; but the memorials of former populoufnefs were thickly ftrewed : 
hillocks of decayed inafonry covered with the light mould wdiich time generates upon a 
heap of rubbifh, and the ruins of numerous temples, met the eye in every quarter. 
From thefe melancholy monuments we could trace the extent of the fuburbs, which 
retained fcaree any veftiges of former grandeur ; they merely lerved to point out campos 
2ibi Troja fiat . We faw no gardens or inclofures, nor any cultivation on that fide of 
the fort ; but the pathways being trod by cattle, indicated that the country farther on 
was better inhabited, and probably in a ftate of higher improvement. 

Returning from our cxcurfion, w e met Mr. Wood, who, early in the morning, at- 
tended by his own fervants, and fome Birman guides, had crofted to thenveft tide of 
the river, to amufe himfelf with a day’s (hooting. He found an inconfiderable village 
on the oppofite bank, in the neighbourhood of which there were rice plantations that 
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extended a mile weft ward* Beyond thefe he entered a thick wood, confifting chiefly 
of the bamboo and pipal trees. Through this wildernefs he penetrated nine or ten 
miles, without meeting an inhabitant, or feeing a fingle dwelling. Some water-fowl, 
and wood-pigeons were the reward of his toil. 

South of Pegue, about a mile beyond the city walls, there is a plain of great extent, 
for the moft part overgrown with wild grafs and low brufhwood, and bare of timber 
trees, except where a (acred grove maintains its venerable (hade. A few wretched 
villagers are to be feen, containing not more than twenty or thirty poor habitations. 
Small lpots of land have been prepared by the peafants for tillage, who feem to live 
in extreme poverty, notwithftanding they poffefs in their cattle the means of comfortable 
fubfiftence: but they do not cat the flefh, and I was told what is remarkable enough, 
that they feldoin drink the milk. Rice gnapec, a fpecies of fprat, which when half 
putrified is made into a pickle, and ufed as a l'eafoning for their rice, and oil 
expreflfed from a fmall grain, w ith fait, are almoft their only articles of food. Their 
cows are diminutive, reletnbling the breed on the coaft of Coromandel ; but the buffaloes 
are noble animals, much fuperior to thofe of India. I faw here, for the firfttime, fome 
of a light cream colour ; they are ufed for draft and agriculture, and draw heavy 
loads on carts or fmall waggons, conftrudted with confiderable neatnefs and ingenuity. 

The groves before-mentioned are objefts of no unpleafing contemplation ; they are 
the retreats of fuch Rhahaans or prielts as devote themfelves to religious feclufion, 
and prefer the tranquillity of rural retirement to the noife and tumults of a town. In 
their choice of a residence they commonly feleft the moft retired fpots they can find, 
where fhady trees, particularly the tamarind and banyan protect them from the noon- 
day fum In thefe groves they build their kioums, and here they pafs their folitary 
lives. All kioums or monaftcries, whether in town or country, are feminarics for 
the education of youth, in which boys of a certain age are taught their letters, and 
inftru&ed in moral and religious duties. To thefe fchools the neighbouring villagers 
fend their children, where they are educated gratis, no diftinftion being made between 
the fon of the pcafant and of him who wears the tfaloe, or firing of nobility. A piece 
of ground contiguous to the grove is inclofed for a garden, where they fow vegetables 
and plant fruit trees ; the Indian fweet potatoe, and the plantain, being the moft 
nutritious, arc principally cultivated ; the charity of the country people lupply them 
abundantly with rice, and the few neccflaries which their narrow wants require'. 
Abftraclcd from all worldly confiderations, they do not occupy themfelves in the com- 
mon concerns of life : they never buy, fell, or accept of money. 

The only article of confequcnce manufa&ured at Pegue, is filk and cotton cloth, 
which the women weave for their own and their hu (bands’ ufe. It is wrought with 
confiderable dexterity ; the thread is well fpun ; the texture of the web is clofe and 
Itrong •, and it is moftlv chequered like the Scotch tartan : but they make no more than 
what fuffices for their own confumption. 

In the town of Pegue there are only three perfons befides the Maywoon or viceroy, 
whofe rank entitles them to diftinftion : thefe are, the Raywoon,. Chekcy, and the 
Scre-dogee. The firft is an old man turned of feventy, ftill vigorous and active, who, 
it feems, had diftinguifhed hirnfelf by his prowefs in former wars, and obtained his 
prefent port arf the reward of valour : he is alfo inverted with high military infignia, 
and has the«,privilege of wearing on his head a gilded helmet, or bafon, which is never 
ufed except on ftate occafions, when he exhibits a formidable representation of the 
meagre knight adorned with Mambrino’s helmet. The Chekey is a middle aged man, 
dull and plethoric, Laft in office was our acquaintance the Sere-dogee, about forty, 
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ftidly afflifted with the rheumatifm. The affiduous attentions of this good natured 
man, though perhaps diftated by policy, were both pieafing and ufeful, and, to 
appearance at lead, perfectly difmtcrefted. I had prefented him with fome trifles, a 
piece af inuflin, one of filk, and a few yards of broad cloth ; which he accepted, he 
laid, not for their value, but as a token of my good opinion. He one day brought 
his daughter, a child of fix years old, with him, to pay me a vifit. After taking 
notice of her, I fpread a piece of Bengal filk over her fhoulders, as is the cuflotn when 
one makes a prefent to an inferior. The father thanked me with great cordiality, but 
returned the piece, faying, he feared I might think he brought the child with a view 
10 ext raft a prefent ; and that I fhould have occafion for all the articles 1 had got to 
give away, if I expefted to fatisfy every body who would look for a gratifica- 
tion ; 1 difclaimcd the firfl luppofition, but could not overcome the delicacy of his 
fcruples. 

Thefe officers cxercife the funftion of magiilrates, and hold feparate courts at their 
own houfes, for the determination of petty fuits. Each has his diilinft department ; 
but this private jurifdiftion is very limited : all caufes of importance relating to pro- 
perty, and matters of an high criminal nature, are folemnly tried in open court. The 
three before-mentioned officers unite, and form a tribunal, which fits at the rhoom *, 
or public hall of juflice, where they hear the parties, examine witneffes, and take 
depofitions in writing : thefe depofitions are fent to the Maywoon, w'ho reprefents the 
King, and the judges tranfinit their opinions along with the evidence, which the 
Maywoon either confirms or re] efts as he thinks proper, and, in cafes of capital con- 
viftion, orders execution, or pardons the culprit. From his judgment there lies no 
appeal, except when it happens that an offender who holds an office under a royal 
commiffion is brought to trial ; in that cafe, the minutes of ,the evidence taken in 
court mull be forwarded to the council of ftate, to be by them fubmitted to the King, 
who himfelf applies the law, and awards the fentence. 

We had now (pent nearly three weeks at Pegue, and fecn every thing worthy of 
notice, which, in a place lo lately refeued from a defert ftate, could not be very 
interefting or various. Gathering clouds and a gloomy horizon foretold the approac'n 
of the fouth-weft monfoon ; and we had reafon Ihortly to expeft the arrival of a royal 
mefTcnger, to notify Iiis Majefty’s pleafurc in regard to our further progrefs. Having 
alio feveral arrangements to make at Rangoon preparatory to our departure, it became 
expedient to appoint a day for quitting Pegue ; I therefore intimated to the Maywoon 
my intention, and fixed on the 25th to take my leave, on which day I vifited him 
in form. After half an hour’s cheerful converfation, he afked me with much ear- 
neftnefs, whether we were pleafed with the reception and treatment we had received ; 
in return, I gave him the moll ample affurances of our entire fatisfaftion, exprefied my 
ienfe ol his pafl kindnefs, and my reliance on his future friendfhip : he feemed happy to 
find that we w'ere contented, and handfomely apologized for the roffraint and apparent 
rudenefs we had fuftained on our firfl coming to Rangoon, wnich, he faid, originated in 
mifconception. Thus we parted with perfeft complacency on both fides. 

Nor was this acknowledgment, on my part, mere matter of empty compliment ; 
although I thought, that on certain occafions he might have relaxed from the oftentatious 
•dignity which he cautioufly preferved ; yet he never was deficient in politenefs. His 
attentions to our accommodation and convenience were unremitting j • and we cx- 
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perienced, during the term of our rcfidence, uniform civility from all his dependants, 
which, in fa&, comprifes the whole of the inhabitants of Pegue. 

CHAP. I V. — Leave Pegue. — Reach ihc Village of Decfa. — Abundance of Game.— 
Buffaloes — ihcir Antipathy to the Colour of Red or Scarlet. — Dcefa inffied by Tigers , 
and wild Elephants. — Reach Rangoon. — Geographical Pofition of Pegue , crroncoujly 
laid down in modern Maps. — Members of the Eng/ijh Deputation rc/idc within the 
Fortifications of Rangoon. — Mijlrujl evinced by the principal Inhabitants. — Dcfcrip- 
tion of the Town of Rangoon — Swine and Dogs numerous. — Receive much ufeful 
Information from an Italian MiJ/ionary. — Account of the People called Carcaners — 
of the Temple of Shoedagong. — Birmans fond of Religious Procefftons. — Account of 
the Rhahaans, or Ecchjiajlics. — Meet the Scrcdaw , or High Pricjl of Rangoon — 
His Character. — Virgin Pricjl effes. — ReaJ'on of the Abolition of their Order. 

CAPTAIN Thomas and Dr. Buchanan, with a proportion of the baggage and 
fervants, left Pegue on the 21ft, to return to Rangoon ; Mr. Wood and niyfelf were 
ready to embark on the 26th. We went on board in the afternoon, attended by the 
Naklvaan, two inferior officers of government, and the public interpreter ; the remainder 
of our domelh’cs followed in a feparate boat. The heavy rains that fell during the night 
incommoded the rowers and retarded our progrefs ; next morning the weather cleared 
up, but towards noon the fky again become overcaft, and feetned to promife a ftormy 
night. About tw r o o’clock we reached a village on the eaft bank, called Dcefa, at which 
place we found two commodious houfes unoccupied, clofe to the river. Our boatmen 
being fatigued, and there appearing no probability of being able to reach Rangoon 
by the night’s tide, I judged it advifable to take up our quarters here until the 
morning. 

Shortly after our arrival had been announced, the Miou-gee, or chief perfon of the 
village, came to pay his refpedts. He informed me, that at this feafon of the year 
his village and thole adjacent, were nearly deferted by the men, who were all fent on 
the fervice of government, to make fait by the fea-fide, leaving their wives, children, 
and aged parents at home. The article of fait produces a considerable revenue to the 
Rate : the pealantry are employed in preparing it during the hot feafon : as loon as the 
monfoon fets in, they return to their habitations, and till their lands until the time 
comes round for a renewal of their annual labour on the coaft, which does not occupy 
more than four months in the year. 

Making inquiries refpefting what game the country produced, the Miou-gee told 
me that it abounded in various kinds, particularly deer ; and that if 1 chofe to walk 
out with my gun, he would be my guide, and undertake to Ihew me a herd oi ante- 
lopes at no great dillance. I accepted the offer with pleafure : we went through the 
village, which did not contain more than fifty houfes, comfortable in appearance, and 
well raifed" from the ground : the women and children flocked to their doors, and 
fereamed with aftonifhment at feeing fuch a phenomenon as an Englifh officer Ureffed 
in his uniform. , Proceeding to the eaflward, about a mile from the town, we entered 
an entenfive plain, where the tall rank grafs had been confumed by fire, to allow the 
growth of tilt more delicate ffioots as pafturage for the cattle. Here we loon difeo- 
vered a herd of deer, but fo watchful and wild, that I could only get near enough to 
fire a random fhot from a rifle, which did not take effect. In endeavouring to ap-. 
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proach them unperceived, I left my fervants and guide at a confidcrable diilance, and 
took a circuit by myfell, out of fight of my companions. A drove of buffaloes be- 
longing to the villagers happened to be nigh at the time that I difeharged my gun ; 
alarmed at the miff, the whole troop railed their heads, and, inftead of running 
away, feemed to Itand on the defenfive. I walked leii'urcly from them, when two 
came out of the herd, and, with their tails and heads erett, trotted towards me, not 
in a ftraight line, but making half a circle, as if afraid to advance : they were too near 
for me to think ol cfcaping by flight ; I therefore kept on at a moderate pace, in an 
oblique diredion, flopping at times, with my face towards them, on which they alfo 
flood Hill, and looked at me ; but when 1 refumed my way, they immediately ad- 
vanced ; in this circuitous manner one of them came fo dole that I felt my fituatiou 
extremely awkward. I had reloaded my rifle whilfl 1 walked, but referved it for an 
extremity. As the bead approached, 1 flopped more frequently, which always checked 
his progrefs for a time ; but he had now drawn fo nigh, that I expeded every inflant 
to have a dired charge made at me : fortunately the Miou-gee from a diilance dif- 
covered my lituation ; he hallooed out, and made figns by taking off his blue cotton 
jacket, holding it up in the air, and then throwing it down. I immediately compre- 
hended his meaning, and, whilll I edged away, flipped off my fcarlet coat, which I 
flung, together with my hat, into feme long grids, where they lay concealed ; the buf- 
falo inffantly defifted from the purfuit, and returned towards the herd, quietly grazing 
as he retired. This circumflance proves, that the buflalo entertains the fame antipathy 
to the colour of red or fcarlet that feme other animals are known to do. The Miou- 
gee, when I joined hi n, feemed quite as much alarmed as I was ; he faid, that if I 
had fultained any injury, his head w ould have paid the forfeit of the accident. 

The country inland appeared to be cleared of trees and brulhwood to a confiderable 
diilance ; but on the banks of the river, to the north and fouth, the thickets bordered 
on the village, and, I was told, abounded in jungle * fowl and peacocks ; but my 
guide requcfled that 1 would not venture in, for fear of tigers, which, lie laid, fre- 
quently came prowling round the village at night, and fometimes carried away their 
dogs, but durft not attack their buffaloes, who, to all appearance, were a match for 
any tiger, and almoft as fierce. The inhabitants alfo complained of being much mo- 
lefted in the wet l’eafon by wild elephants, that occupy, in great numbers, a forefl 
twelve miles to the north-eaff. Thcfe powerful animals, allured by the early crops of 
rice and fugar-cane, make predatory excurfions in large troops, and do a great deal of 
mifehief, devaflating more than they devour. The poor peafantry have often to la- 
ment the destruction of their moll expofed plantations. 

Next morning before daylight we left Deefa with the firfl of the ebb ; at«ten o’clock 
we reached Rangoon, and landed at our former dwelling below the town. Baba- 
Sheen, who had travelled all night, arrived about the fame hour from Peguc. 

How much it is to be lamented, that the country we had juft left, one of the faire/fc 
and mod health ful on the globe, lliould remain, for the greater part, a folitary del’ert ; 
whilft fo many of the human race are condemned to languilh away life in noxious re- 
gions, or extratt, by incefi'ant labour, a fcanty fubfiftence from a barren foil ! The na- 
tives of the adjacent iflands of Nicobar, whofe fwollen limbs and difeafed bodies evince 
the peftilentiai atmofphere they breathe, might here prove ufeful members of general- 

• 

* This is a bird well known to fportfmen in India ; it differs little from the common barn-door fowl, 
except that the wild fort are all funilar ui colour — a dark red, with black breait and legs. The fle/h is 
very delicate* 
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focicty, live in the enjoyment of a falubrious climate, fupply their own, and contribute 
to relieve the wants of others. But it muft require a long and uninterrupted term of 

f ieace to renew the population of Pegue. Should it ever be fo fortunate, there can 
>e little doubt that Pegue will be numbered amongft the moft flourifliing and delightful 
countries of the Eaft. 

The authorities on which the geography of the city and river of Pegue has been laid 
down, though doubtlefs the belt that could be procured, are nevertheless far from 
being accurate. The Pegue river is called by the natives Bagoo Kioup, or Pegue ri- 
vulet, to diftinguilh it from Mioup, or river. It is navigable but a very few miles to 
the northward of the city of Pegue, and for this it is indebted wholly to the action of 
the tide. It has no communication with the fea, except by the Rangoon river, and in 
the fair feafon, at low water, is almoft dry. There feems to have been a miftake of 
this ftream for the Sitang river, about fifteen miles eaft of Pegue, which is a great and 
independent body of water, that partly deferibes the courfe that in the map is given to 
what is called the Pegue river. 

Nor does the meridian meafurement of the city of Pegue, as reported by former 
travellers, at all correfpond with later obfervations. Mr. Wood, an accurate aflro- 
nomer, and furnilhed with excellent inflruments, places Pegue in i 40' north lati- 
tude, above forty geographical miles fouth of the pofition afligned to it in the map. 
The difference in longitude is leis than that of latitude. Mr. Wood, from a mean of 
obfervations of the immerfion and emerfion of Jupiter’s fatellites, determines Pegue to 
be in 96° 1 1' 15", about thirty-two miles weft of its fuppofed fituation. This eaffward 
error may have given occafion to the miftake of the Sitang river for that of Pegue. 
Indeed the authorities for the geography of this country are, in moft places, imperfect, 
and in fome altogether erroneous. 

The ruinous slate and uncomfortable fituation of the dwelling afligned to us on our 
firft arrival, rendered it defirable to remove into the town ; and, as a proper undcr- 
ftanding was now eftablifhed with the Rangoon government, no objettion whatever 
was made to our taking up our abode wherever we thought proper. I accordingly 
hired two large houfes, one for the gentlemen of the deputation, the other for our 
attendants ; thefe were made of timber, fufliciently fpacibus, but ill adapted to the 
climate, being clofe, and covered with tiles, which retained and tranfmitted the heat 
long after the fun had fet : they were, however, the belt that could be procured, and 
we felt ourfelves more at eafe from refiding within the inclofure of what is called the 
Fort of Rangoon. 

Being freed from the reftraint impofed on us before we went to Pegue, we now en- 
joyed the full liberty of collefting information, and feeing whatever was worth notice. 
Although a liberal licence was thus granted to us, I ftill found, on the part of thofe 
perfons who were belt capable of communicating knowledge, a miftruftful unwilling- 
nefs to reply to my queftions, which they evaded, rather than declined anfwering ; a 
conduit that created in me more regret than furprife ; it was a natural jealoufy, which 
at this time I did not think it prudent to increafe by minute inquiries into the internal 
ftate of the country, and the political ceconomy of their government. 

Increafing trade, and confequent population, have extended the prefent town far 
beyond the limits that formerly comprehended Rangoon, as it was originally founded 
by Alompra.* It ft 'etches along the bank of the river about a mile, and is not more 
;than a third of a mile in breadth. The city or miou # is a fquare, furrounded by a 


* Miou is a term applied either to a city or a diftrift. 
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Jiigh ftockade, and on the north fide it is further ftrengthened by an indifferent foffe, 
acrofs which a wooden bridge is thrown ; in this face there arc two gates, in each of 
the others only one. Wooden flages are erected in feveral places within the ftockade, 
for mufqueteers to ftand on in cafe of an attack. On the fbuth fide, towards the river, 
which is about twenty or thirty yards from the palifade, there are a number of huts, 
anil three wharfs, with cranes for landing goods. A battery of twelve cannon, fix 
and nine-pounders, raifed on the bank, commands the river ; but the guns and car- 
riages are in fuch a wretched condition, that they could do little execution. Clofe to 
the principal wharf are two commodious wooden houfes, uled by the merchants as an 
exchange, where they ufually meet in the cool of the morning and evening, to con- 
verfe and tranfaft bufinefs. The llreets of the town are narrow, and much inferior to 
thofe of Pogue, but clean, and well paved : there are numerous channels to carry oft 
the rain, over which ftrong planks are laid, to prevent an interruption of intercourfe. 
The houfes are raifed on polls from the ground ; the fmaller fupported by bamboos, 
the larger by ftrong timbers. All the officers of government, the mod opulent mer- 
chants, and pcrlons of confidcration, live within the fort ; Ihipwrights, and people of 
inferior rank, inhabit the fuburhs ; and one entire ftreet, called Tackally, is exclu- 
fivoly afligned to common prollitutes, who are not permitted to dwell within the pre- 
cincts of the fortification. 

Swine are luftered to roam about the town at large : thefe animals, which are with 
reafon held unclean, do not belong to any particular owners ; they are lervants 
of the public, common fcavengers ; they go under the houfes, and devour the filth. 
The Birmans are alfo fond of dogs, numbers of which infeft the ftreets ; the breed is 
fmall, and extremely noify ; whenever we walked out, the inhabitants were apprized 
of our approach by the loud barking of thefe troublefome curs. 

I was now honoured occafionaily with vifits from all the men of official confequence 
ill Rangoon ; but although they paid me this compliment, the greateft formality and 
caution were flill preferved in their deportment and language. Baba-Sheen was the 
only perfon with whom we held familiar intercourfe, and through him every attention 
was paid to our wants. From this conduct, however, I judged it prudent to fufpend 
the aftronomical oblcrvations which Mr. Wood was defirous to make, and not to em- 
ploy my draftfman until a longer acquaintance had removed their fufpicions. 

Amongft the foreigners who came to pay their relpefts to the Englifh gentlemen, 
was an Italian miflionary, named Vincentius Sangermano, who had been deputed to 
this country about twenty years before, by the Society de Propaganda : he leemed a 
very refpeftable and intelligent man, fpoke and wrote the Birman language fluently, 
and was held in high eftimation by the natives for his exemplary life and inoffenfive 
manners. His congregation confilled of the defendants of former Portugueze colo- 
nifts, who, though numerous, are in general very poor; they, however, had erefted 
a neat chapel, and purchafed for their pallor a piece of ground a mile from the town, 
on which a neat comfortable dwelling was built, and a garden inclofed. He is in- 
debted for his iubfiltence to the voluntary contributions of his< flock ; in return for 
their charity, he educates their children, inftrufts them in the tenets of the Romilh 
faith, and performs mafs twice a day at the chapel. 

From this reverend father I received much ulelul information ; he told me of a An- 
gular del’cription of people called Carayners, or Carianers, that inhabit*different parts 
©i the country, particularly the weftern provinces of Dalla and Baffien, feveral focieties 
of whom alfo dwell in the dift rifts adjacent to Rangoon. He reprelented them as a 
Ample innocent race, fpeaking a language diftinft from that of the Birmans, and enter- 
taining 
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taining rude notions of religion. They lead quite a paftoral life, and are the moft 
induftrious fubje&s of the Hate: their villages form a f’elcft community, from which 
they exclude all other feds, and never refide in a city, intermingle, or marry \tith 
ftrangers. They profefs and ftridly obferve univerfal peace, not engaging in war, 
or taking part in contefts for dominion, a fyftem that neceflarily places them in a ftate 
of fubjedion to the ruling power of the day. Agriculture, the care of cattle, and 
rearing poultry, are almoft their only occupations. A great part of the provisoes 
ufed in the country is railed by the Carianers, and they particularly excel in gardening. 
They have of late years been heavily taxed and opprefled by the great Birinan land- 
holders, in confequence of which numbers have withdrawn into the mountains of 
Arracan. They have traditional maxims of jurifprudence for their internal govern- 
ment, but are without any written laws : cuftom, with them, conftitutes the law. 
Some learn to fpeak the Birmaft tongue, and a few can read and write it imperfedly. 
They are timorous, honeft, mild in their manners, and exceedingly hofpitable to 
ftrangers. 

The temple of Shoedagon*, or Dagoung, about two miles and a half iv^t-h of 
Rangoon, is a very grand building, although not fo high, by twenty-five or thirty 
feet, as that of Shoemadoo at Pegue. It is much more ornamented ; the terrace on 
which it ftands is raifed on a rocky eminence, confiderably higher than the circum- 
jacent country. It is afeended by above a hundred ftone flops, that have been fullered 
to fall into decay. The fituation renders Shoedagon a confpicuous objeft at the diftance 
of many miles. The tee and the whole of the fpire are richly gilded, which, when 
the fun fhines, exhibit a Angularly fplcndid appearance. 

The fmall auxiliary buildings are yet more numerous than thofe that furround the 
bafe of the Pegue temple. Perceiving that feveral of thefe were in a ruinous ftate, 
whilft the foundations of others w r ere juft laid, and feme half finifhed, I afkcd why 
they did not repair the damages of the old before they erected new ones, and was 
told, that to mend a decayed praw or temple, though an acl of piety, was not fo me- 
ritorious as to erect a new one ; that fometimes the old ones were repaired by thofe 
who were unwilling or unable to be at the expence of a complete building } but this 
entirely depended on the means and inclination of the donor. 

The borders of the terrace on which the temple is raifed are planted with fliady 
trees in regular rows ; from this eminence there is a beautiful and extend ve profpeft ; 
the Pegu and Rangoon rivers are lcen winding through a level woody country, and 
the temple of Syriam, little inferior to thofe that have been described, ftands near the 
jun&ion of the ftreams. The rainy monfoon had now fet in, and inundations were 

* The name of this temple, which fignifies Golden Dagon, naturally recalls to mind the paflages in the 
Scriptures where the ** houfe of Dagon” is mentioned, and the image of idolatry bows down before the 
holy ark. 

“ Next came one 

Who mourn’d in carne/t, when the captive ark 
Maim’d his brute image, head and hands lopt off 
In his own temple, on the grunfel edge, 

Where befell flat, and fham'd his worfhippers : 

Dagon his name, fea monfler, upward man 
And downward fHh : yet had his temple high 
Rear’d in Azotus, d leaded through the coaft 
Of Paleitine, in Gath and Afcalon, 

And A ccaron and Gaza’s frontier bounds.” milton, b. i. 

The refemblance is too ftriking to pafs unnoticed ; at the fame time it ihouldbe obferved, that analogic* 
4)[ this kind, though always pleafmg, are often deceptive. 
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formed in feveral places. It would have been a more pleafing, though perhaps lefs 
picturefquc fcene, nad the plains been cleared, and the fields laid out for cultivation : 
we. could obferve few marks of improvement ; woods, lakes, and rivers, prefented 
themfelvcs on every fide. 

The road leading from the city to the temple is formed with care ; a wide caufeway 
in the centre prevents the rain from lodging, and throws it off to the fides : numberlefs 
little fpires are ranged along the edge of the road, in which are niches to receive fmall 
images of their divinity Gaudma. Several kioums or monafteries lay in this direction, 
generally removed a ihort diftance from the public way, under the fhade of pipal or 
tamarind trees. 

The Birmans, like all the natives of the caff, are fond of proceflions; fcarcely a 
week paffes that there is not a religious difplay in Rangoon ; either a funeral of fome 
perfon who leaves fufficient, to defray the expence of a pompous public burning, or the 
ceremony of admitting -youths into the convents of the Rhahaans ; on the latter 
occafion parents vie with each other, and fpare no coft : the principal charge confifts 
in entertainments, and the cultomary prefents to the Rhahaans. The age of induction 
is generally from eight to twelve years. When a boy is to be introduced into a con- 
vent, either as a temporary refident, or with a view to future confecration, his friends 
prepare their offerings of cloth, rice, preferves, fruit, fans, cufhions, mats, and 
houfchold utenfils. On an appointed day he parades the ftreets, dreffed in yellow, 
and mounted on a horfe richly cap&rifoned, led by two fervants : a band of raufic goes 
before and a party of Rhahaans encircle him : his male friends follow in a troop, and 
the females of their families bring up the rear, the latter carrying on their heads the 
offerings meant for the Rhahaans. Thus they proceed to the convent of which the 
novice is to become a member, where he is prefented in form to the fenior of the 
brotherhood. This ceremony is repeated three times, and at each perambulation 
frefli prefents are to be provided. 

The kioums, or convents of the Rhahaans, are different in their ftrutture from 
common houfes, and much refemble the architecture of the Chinefe ; they are made 
entirely of wood : the roof is compofod of different ffages, fupported by ftrong pillars ; 
the infide comprehends one large hall ; the whole houfe is open at the fides ; fome 
are curioufly carved with various fymbolic reprefentatitfis of the divinity. There are 
no apartments for the private recreation of the Rhahaans ; publicity is the prevailing 
i'yftem of Birman conduct, and they admit of no fecrets either in church or ftate. 

From the many convents in the neighbourhood of Rangoon, the number of 
Rhahaans and Phonghis* muff be very confiderable ; I was told that it exceeded 
1500. This eftimate muff include thofe in their novitiate. Like the Carmelites, they 
go barefooted, and have their heads clofc (haven, on which they never wear any 
covering. 

Yellow is the only colour worn by the priefthood ; they have a long loofe cloak 
which they wrap round them l'o as to cover mod part of the body ; they profefs 
celibacy, and to abffain from evgry fenlual indulgence. The p/eferibed pun-ftunent 
far a Rhahaan detected in an a& of incontinence, is expulfion and public difgrace ; 
the delinquent is fcated on an afs, and his face daubed with Mack paint interfperfed 
with fpots of white; he is thus led through the ftreets, with a drum beating before 
him, and afterwards ’turned out of the city : but fuch mftances of degradation are very 
rare. The juniors are reffrictcd from wandering about licentioufly, either by day or 

# Thv inferior order of priefts, vulgarly called Tallapoins. 
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night. There is a prior in every convent, who has a difcretionary power to grant 
permiflion to go abroad. 

The Rhahaans never drefs their own victuals, holding it an abufe of time to perform 
any of the common functions of life, which, fo long as they occupy, muft divert them 
from the abftraCt contemplation of the divine effence. They receive the contributions 
of the laity ready cooked, and prefer cold food to hot. At the dawn of the morning 
they begin to perambulate the town, to collect fupplies for the day : each convent 
fends forth a certain number of its members, who walk at a quick pace through the 
ftreets, fupporting with the right arm a blue lackered box, in which the donations are 
depofited ; thefe ufually confift of boiled rice mixed with oil, dried and pickled fifh, 
fweetmeats, fruit, &c. During their walk they never caft their eyes to the right nor 
to the left, but keep them fixed on the ground ; they do not flop to folicit, and leldom 
even look at the donors, who appear more defirous to bellow, than the others to 
receive. The Rhahaans eat but once a day, at the hour of noon. A much larger 
quantity of provifion being commonly procured than fuffices for the members of the 
convent, the furplus is difpofed of, as charitably as it was given, to the needy flranger, 
or the poor fcholars who daily attend them to be inftruCted in letters, and taught their 
moral and religious duties. 

In the various commotions of the empire, I never heard that the Rhahaans had taken 
any a&ive fhare, or publicly interfered in politics, or engaged in war : by this prudent 
conduCl they excited no refentment : the Birmans and Peguers profefling the fame 
religion, whoever were conquerors equally refpecled the miniflers of their faith. 

1 had heard much of the veneration paid to the Seredaw, or head of the Rhahaans 
at Rangoon, and by chance had an opportunity of feeing him : he lived in a very 
handfome monaflery half a mile from town, on the road leading to Shoedagon. One 
evening taking my cultomary walk, I met him returning from the pagoda : there was 
nothing to diftinguifh him from the common Rhahaans ; he wore the fame yellow 
drefs, and his head and feet were bare ; his years and a b ft ratted appearance induced 
me to afk who he was ; on being told, I turned and joined company with him, for 
he would not have flopped or gone out of his way had a monarch accofled him. lie 
entered freely into converfation, but kept his eyes fixed invariably on the ground before 
him : he was a little old man, of feventy-five, and flill walked with firm flep on even 
ground : but when he afeended the flairs of his dwelling, he required fupport. He 
goes every day, at the fame hour, to the temple, to offer his devotions, and perforins 
the journey, which, going and returning, cannot be lefs than four miles, on foot. 
Approaching his grove, he civilly afked me to come in and reft myfelf ; I followed 
him, and we took our feats on mats f'pread on the floor, in the centre of a large and 
lofty hall. Several young Rhahaans, who had attended him in his walk, ranged thern- 
felves at a final 1 diflance. I was, however, difappointed in the expectations I had 
formed ; he betrayed a worldly pride inconfiflent with his years and facred function j 
he announced, with much pomp, that he was the head of the church at Rangoon, and 
oftentatioully difplay'ed engraven on iron plates, his/acerdotal titles, which had been 
conferred on him by the prefent and the late King. He feemed to poffefs little (if 
the humility which diftinguifhed the aged prelate of Pegue, and I left him imprefled 
with much lefs reverence than I had entertained for his character before our 
interview. 

I was told, that formerly there were nunneries of virgin priefteffes, who, like the 
Rhahaans, wore yellow garments, cut off their hair, and devoted themfelves to chaftity 
and religion j but thefe focieties were long ago abolifhed, as being injurious to the 
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population of the ftate. At prefent there are a few old women who fhavc their heads, 
wear a white drefs, follow funerals, and carry water to the convents } and thefe venerable 
dames have fome portion of refpedt paid to them. 

CHAP. V. — Population of Rangoon — an Afylum for infolvent Debtors. — Religions 
Toleration granted to Foreigners. — Province of Dalla, and Town of Maindu. — 
Mima-ShunwR ua , or the Village of Projlitutcs. — Barbarous Law refpecting the female 
Relations o^nfolvent Debtors. — Treatment of the Women. — River of Rangoon com- 
modious forShip-building — fevcral Ships of Burthen on the Stocks. — Birman Ship- 
wrights. — Imperial Mandate arrives for the Englifh Deputation to proceed to the 
Capital — the Maywoon of Pcgue ordered to accompany it. — Huntf men employed to 
catch Alligators and Rhinocerofes. — Reverence of the Birmans for their Braminical 
AJlrologers — they declare a propitious Day for the Maywoon to depart — he leaves 
Rangoon — F.nglijh Deputation prepares to follow — Defcription of the Boats , idc. 

THE population of Rangoon is confiderable ; there are 5000 regiftered taxable 
houfes in the city and fuburbs ; if each houfe be fuppofed to contain fix people, the 
eftimate will amount to 30,000. Having long been the afylum of infolvent debtors 
from the different fettlcments of India, it is crowded with foreigners of defperate 
fortunes, who find from the Birmans a friendly reception, and, for the moft part, 
fupport themfelves by carrying on a petty trade, "which affords a decent fubfiftence to 
thole who a£t prudently. Here are to be found fugitives from all countries of the 
eafl:, and of all complexions : the exchange, if 1 may fo call the common place of their 
meeting, exhibits a motley affemblage of merchants, fuch as few towns of much 
greater magnitude can produce ; Malabars, Moguls, Perfians, Parfees, Armenians, 
Portuguese, French, and Englifh, all mingle here, and are engaged in various branches 
of commerce. The members of this difeordant multitude are not only permitted to 
refide under the protection of government, but likewife enjoy the moft liberal toleration 
in matters of religion ; they celebrate their feveral rites and feftivals, totally difregarded 
by the Birmans, who have no inclination to make profelytes. In the fame ftreet may 
be heard the folemn voice of the Muezzin, calling pious Iflamites to early prayers, and 
the bell of the Portugueze chapel tinkling a fummons to Romifh Chriftians. Proceflions 
meet and pafs each other without giving or receiving caule of offence. The Birmans 
never trouble themfelves about the religious opinions of any fe£t, nor difturb their 
ritual ceremonies, provided they do not break the peace, or meddle with their own 
divinity Gaudma ; but if any perfon commit an outrage, which the MufTulmcn, in 
their zeal for the true faith, will fometimes do, the offender is fure to be put into 
the flocks : and if that does not calm his turbulent enthufiafm, they baftinado him into 
tranquillity. 

The violence of the rainy monfoon prevented our making diftant excurfions, which, 
in the prefent ftage of the million I fhould perhaps have avoided had the weather been 
favourable. Our morning rides and evening walks feldom extended beyond the great 
temple, that being the belt road. Dr. Buchanan one morning went acrofs to the weft 
fide of the river, on the bank of which oppofite to Rangoon, is a confiderable town, 
called Maindu, the relidence of the governor of the province of Dalla, who has already 
been mentioned as having come down to meet the deputation on its iirft arrival. This 
government is entirely diftinCt from Rangoon, on the eaft fide. The rank of the 
Governor is much inferior to that of the Maywoon of Pegue ; notwithftanding which, 
the latter cannot apprehend a criminal within the jurildidion of Dalla, by his own 
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authority. The city of Dalla, from whence the province takes its name, is faid to be 
on the weft fide of the China Buckier river, and was formerly a place of considerable 
importance. The town of Maindu is compofed of one long ftreet : at the eaft end is a 
creek, which goes all the way to Baflien, and has twelve feet depth of water, at high 
tide ; on the weft fide is a fmaller creek, on the bank of which Hands a village called 
Mima-Shun-Rua, or the village of proftitutes, being inhabited wholly by women of that 
defeription. 

Prostitution in this, as in all other countries, is the ultimate refort of female wretched- 
nefs ; but here it is often attended with circumftanccs of peculiar unmerited 
mifery. Many who follow this courfe of life are not at their own difpofal, nor receive 
the earnings of their unhappy profeflion ; they are Haves fold by creditors to a licenfed 
pander, for debts more frequently contracted by others than by thcmfelves. According 
to the laws of Pegue, he who incurs a debt which he cannot pay becomes the property 
of his creditor, who may claim the infolvent debtor as his Have, and oblige him to 
perform menial fervice until he liquidates the debt : nor does the unhappy man always 
luft'er in his own perlon alone, his immediate relatives arc often included in the bond, 
and when that is the cafe, are liable to be attached and fold to difeharge the obligation. 
The wretchedncfs into which this inhuman law plunges whole families is not to be 
deferibed. Innocent women are often dragged from domeftic comfort and happinefs ; 
and from the folly or misfortune of the mafter of the houfe, in which they perhaps 
have no blame, are fold to the licenfed fuper intend ant of the tackally, who, if they 
poflefs attractions, pays a high price for them, and reimburfes himfelf by the wages of 
their proftitution. 

In their treatment of the fofter fex the Birmans are deftitute both of delicacy and 
humanity, considering women as little luperior to the brute flock of their farms. The 
lower clafs of Birmans make no l’eruple of felling their daughters, and even their wives, 
to foreigners who come to pafs a temporary refidence amongft them. It reflects no 
difgrace on any of the parties, and the woman is not difhonoured by the connection. 

Refpecting the trade of Rangoon, the commodities which the country is capable 
of producing, the prefent flate of its commerce, and the obftacles that check its 
growth, I Avail have occafion to fpeak more at length in another part of this work : 
it is fufficient here to obierve, that teak, the mod durable wood that is known, and belt 
adapted lor the conftruction of {hips, is produced in the forefts of the Birman and 
Pegue empires in inexhaullible abundance. The river of Rangoon is equally com- 
modious for the comtruction of (hips ; the lpring tides rife twenty feet in perpendicular 
height ; the banks are loft, and fo flat that there is little need of labour for the forma- 
tion of docks : vefiels of any burden may be built. Nature has liberally done her part 
to render Rangoon the molt flourilhing feaport of the ealtern world. • 

There were at this time fevcral fhips front 600 to 1 000 tons burden on the flocks ; 
one belonging to the Maywoon of Pegue, about 900 tons, was confidered by profcl- 
fional men as a fpecimen of excellent workmanfhip ; it was entirely wrought by Bir- 
man carpenters, and formed on a French model, as are moft of the fhips built in this 
river, the Birmans having received their firft rudiments of the art from that nation. 
Three or four vefiels of burden were likewife in a flate of forwardnefs, belonging to 
F.nglifh adventurers; and one {till larger than the reft, almoft ready to be launched, 
the property* of the governor of Maindu, the town on the oppofite fide. If this fhip 
was not compofed of prime materials, the building at lcafl was well attended to ; every 
morning the governor’s wife crofted the river in her hufband’s barge, attended by two 
or three female fervants ; after landing, Ihe commonly took her feat on one of the 
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timbers in the yard, and overlooked the Workmen for feme hours, after which fhe 
returned home, and feldom miffed coming back in the evening, to fee that the day’s 
talk had been completed. The flip on which the fhip was built happened to be con- 
tiguous to our firft habitation, a circumflance that caufed us to remark her conftant 
vifits : curiofity, however, did not prompt her, or any of her attendants, to come within 
our precin£ts, whilft decorum deterred us from making advances towards an acquaint- 
ance. Her hufband never accompanied her, and fhe did not feem to require his aid. 
Women in the Birman country are not only good houfewives, but likewife manage the 
more important mercantile concerns of their hufbands, and attend to their interefis in 
all out-door tranfaftions : they are induftrious to the greateft degree, and are faid to be 
good mothers, and feldom from inclination unfaithful wives. If this be a true cha- 
racter, they meet with a moft ungenerous return, for, as was before obferved, the men 
treat them as beings of a very fubordinate order. 

Whilft we admired the ftrufture and materials of thefc fhips, we could not overlook 
the mode in which the work was executed, and the obvious merit of the artificers. In 
Bengal, a native carpenter, though his bufinefs is commonly well done, yet, in his 
manner of performing it, excites the furprife and ridicule of Europeans ; he cuts his 
wood with a diminutive adze, in a feeble and flow manner ; and when he wants to 
turn a piece of timber, has recourfe to a coolee, or labourer, that attends him \ num- 
bers there compenfate for the want of individual energy ; notwithftanding this, they 
finifh what they undertake in a mafterly manner. The Birman fhipwrights are athletic 
men, and poffefs, in an eminent degree, that vigour which diftinguifhes Europeans, 
and gives them pre-eminence over the enervated natives of the eaft ; nor do I imagine 
that the inhabitants of any country are capable of greater bodily exertion than the 
Birmans. 

The month of May was now far advanced, and we became a little impatient at re- 
maining fo long in a ftatc of uncertainty, efpecially as the officers of government did 
not at all relax in the formality and coldnefs of their deportment, nor were we yet 
affiired what might be the nature of our reception at court. From this unpleafant ftate 
of fufpenfe we were at length agreeably relieved by the arrival of a letter from the 
Maywoon of Pcgue to the council of Rangoon, acquainting them that he had received 
the imperial mandate to make preparations for our conveyance by water to the capital ; 
and that it was His Majefty’s farther pleafure that he fhould accompany the depuration 
in perfon. Baba-Sheen loft no time in imparting to me the intelligence, which was 
foon after communicated by an official meffage from the Raywoon, inviting me to the 
Rhoom, or public hall, to hear the order formally announced in council. r lhis was a 
ceremony which 1 begged leave to decline ; but 1 fent my moonfhee, or Perfian fecre- 
tary, to attend the meeting. 

Our vilit to Ummerapoora being now a meafure decided on by the higheft autho- 
rity, it became requifite to make fome inquiries refpeeting our accommodations for the 
voyage. Being well aware that no flops could be taken except through the regular 
channels of authority, I applied to the Raywoon to obtain permifliem to purchafe fuitable 
bums for the uie of the deputation : an inferior officer waited on me, to reprefent, on 
the part of the Raywoon, that it was inconfiftent with the ufage of their government to 
admit of a public inmiller being at any expencc.for his conveyance : and that the fuper- 
intendant of the port had received inftruefions to prepare as many boats as I thought 
ii<-cdl ary. This, I underftood, was an eftablifhed point of etiquette, from which they 
could not pofiibly recede. I expreffed regret at putting the government t#fo great 
an expence j but requefted, as the feafon was boifterous, and the voyage not a ihort 
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one, that the veffels might be examined by an Englilh Ihipwright, and fuch alterations 
made as would render them commodious to Europeans, which the boats of the natives, 
both from their ftru&ure and infufficient covering, are far from being. My defire met 
a cheerful compliance. 

Conformably to the imperial mandate, the Maywoon left Pegue, and arrived at 
Rangoon on the 25th of May : his retinue was numerous ; and as no perfon of high 
official confequence, when l'ummoned to attend the Golden Feet can affure himfelf of 
returning to his government, or office, in order to be prepared for whatever might 
occur, he brought with him his wife and family as the companions of his voyage. On 
the day after his arrival I paid him a vifit ; he was extremely civil, and allured me of 
his ready ferviccs on every occafion. 

About this time an order came from court to the provincial government of Pegue, 
which furnifhed a fubjeCt of much converfation. I was told that the Emperor of 
China, having never l'een a rhinoceros, or an alligator, entertained an ardent defire to 
view thofe formidable animals before his death, and had intimated his wifh, through a 
a provincial legate from Yunan, who had lately arrived at Ummerapoora for the pur- 
pofe of fettling fome mercantile arrangements. The King of Ava, folicitous to gratify 
his augufl brother of China, had fignified his pleafure to his chief minifter, who fent 
the order before-mentioned, the purport of which, I underftood, was to catch twenty 
alligators, and as many of the rhinoceros tribe, and convey them to the metropolis, 
whence they were to be tranfported to the imperial city of Pee-Kien. Thofe who made 
elephant-hunting dieir profellion, were difpatched to the forefts, and llrong nets were 
thrown acrofs the Pegue river, on the fands of which when the tide ebbed, 1 had feen in 
the courfe of my journey to Pegue, a much greater number than His Majefty required. 
The fifhermen began fuccefsfully ; feveral alligators were taken in two or three days, 
and put into boats, in the bottoms of which wells were conltructed. The crocodile 
and alligator, although they are accounted amphibious animals, cannot long fupport life 
out of the water. The rhinoceros hunters, I afterwards learned, were not equally 
fortunate. 

In a former part of this work it has been mentioned, that the Birmans, notwith- 
ftanding they are Hindoos of the feel of Boodh, and not difciples of Brahma, nevcrthc- 
lefs reverence the Brahmins, and acknowledge their fuperiority in fcience over their 
own priefts or Rhahaans. The partiality which the King, who is guided in every move- 
ment by aftrological advice, manifefts in their favour, has given celebrity to their pre- 
dictions, and brought them fo much into faffiion, that there is not a Viceroy or May- 
woon who has not in his houfehold fome of thefe domeftic fages, whom he confults on 
all important occafions, and fometimes on occafions of no importance whatever. The 
Maywoon of Pegue, whofe viceroyalty, though not the molt extenfive, is the moll 
lucrative in the empire, maintains a number of Brahmins, whofe counfel he defired as 
to the mod fortunate day and hour to commence the journey. After due deliberation, 
the 28th of May, at eight o’clock in the morning, was pronounced the molt propitious 
for departure, and tha«t time was accordingly appointed. Unluckily our boats could not 
be got in readinefs quite fo loon ; but as there was no refilling the ftars, the Maywoon 
declared his regret at the fupernatural neceffity that compelled him to precede us, pro- 
mifing, however, to wait at the head of the Rangoon river, where it branched from 
the great ftream of the Irrawaddy, until we Ihould join him, the diltance being not 
more than two days’ journey. 1 acquiefced in the propriety of fubmitting every tem- 
poral concern to the difpofal of fate, and hoped that he would not fuffer any confider- 
2 tion for us to interfere with his own arrangements. On the day fixed, at feven in the 
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morning, he parted our habitation, and proceeded with much pomp to the water-fide, 
hitnfelf on horfeback, his lady in a palanquin, and his children carried aftride on men’s 
fhoulders. His own barge was very handfome, and of the ftructure appertaining to 
nobility ; it was attended by feveral war-boats ready manned, with a number of com- 
mon veflels ; foine belonging to his retinue, others to merchants, who took the oppor- 
tunity of his protection to tranfport their merchandize duty-free. The May wool i 
repofed for a fhort time in the houfe that is ufed as an exchange ; and when the great 
drum that proclaimed the hour ftruck the firlt ftroke, he Hepped on board, and was 
followed by his family : in an inftant every boat pulhed from the fhore with a loud 
fhout ; the oars were vigoroufly plied, and, the flood tide letting ftrong, the fleet was 
i'oon carried to the northward of the city. 

The boats, fix in number, that had been provided for our accommodation, were now 
ready to receive us ; Dr. Buchanan, Mr. Wood, and myfelf, had each a feparate 
veflel ; the Hindoo Pundit, whofe religious prejudices rendered it irkfome to him to 
mingle with Mufl'ulmen, had likewife a fmall boat to himfelf. The guard, and fuch 
attendants as we did not immediately require, occupied another of a larger fize, in which 
our heavy baggage, field equipage, &c. were ftowed : a kind of cutter was equipped as 
a kitchen, which was leldom wanted, as our own barges were fufficicntly fpacious to 
admit of all culinary purpofes, without inconvenience to the inhabitants. Thefe barges 
were of a very different conftruciion from the flat-bottomed veflels called budgerows, 
that are ulcd on the Ganges ; ours were long and narrow, and required a good deal of 
baiiaft to keep them fteady ; even with ballaft, they would have been in conftant 
danger of overfetting, had they not been provided with outriggers, which compofed of 
thin boards, or oftener of buoyant bamboos, make a platform that extends horizontally 
fix or feven feet on the outfide of the boat, from ftern to ftern. Thus fecured, the 
veffel can incline no farther than until the platform touches the furface of the water, 
when fhe immediately rights ; on this ftage the boatmen ply their oars, or impel the 
boat forward by poles ; fuch an addition affords a convenience unknown to the navi- 
gation of the Ganges ; it is the place exclufively appropriated to the crew, who fleep 
on it at night, and, by putting up mats, or fpreading a fail from the roof of the boat to 
the outfide edge, fhelter themfelves from the weather. My barge was fixty feet in 
length, and not more than twelve in the wideft part ; by»taking away one thwart beam 
near the ftern, laying a floor two feet below the gunwale, and railing an arched roof 
about feven feet above the floor, a commodious room was formed, fourteen feet long, 
and ten wide, with a clofct behind it ; at the ftern there was a ftage, on which the 
leedegec, or fteq^fman, ftood, and a vacant fpace of feven or eight feet, where a kettle 
might be boiled, or dinner provided. On each fide of the cabin a fmall door opened 
on the platform, and there were three windows, which, when raifed, admitted a free 
circulation of air. The roof was made of bamboos covered with mats, and over all was 
extended a painted canvas, that effectually fecured us from the heavieft rain. The 
infide was neatly lined with matting. The conveyances of the other gentlemen were 
nearly of the fame fize and conflruction. Twenty-fix boatmen compofed the crew of 
my veflel, exclufive of the leedegee, who is the chief or captain. 
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CHAP. VI. — - Depart from Rangoon. — Alteration in the Temperature of the Air. — . 
Reach Panlang. — Mofquiioes unufually numerous and troublefome. — Pafs Kcttorce • 
/{«*?, or P nr roquet Village. — Towns of Yangain-Chain-Yah , Denoobcw. — - A 

handfomc Temple. — Scgahghec ; — Summcingtoh ; — 7 'eoungbenzah. — Singular Ap- 
pearance of a Tree. — - Eaykyatt ; — Tcrriato , or Mango Village ; — Taambootcrra ; 
— Kicumzeik , or Convent Stairs. — Indigo Plant : — Birman Metljca of preparing it 
for life. — Manufactory of Cotton Cloth. — Shwayc-Gaim ; — Sabbaymeoun ; — Gna- 
peezeik. — Violent Current. — Ycagaim ; — Kanounglay , or Tattle Kanoung. -—Rich 
Plantations. — Kanoungghc , or Great Kanoung. — Slow Progrefs. — Meyahoun : — 
Gilded Temples , and f parlous Convents : — numerous trading Boats : — Country fruit- 
ful : — Pajhcem : — v Kianggain . — Violent Gujl of Wind. — Tirroup-miou , or Chine fe 
Town. — Mountains. — Tzeczau. — Peeing- ghee. —A Ship on the Stocks. —Beautiful 
Appearance of the Banks. — Great Difficulty in furmounting the Stream : — Extraor- 
dinary Exertions of the Boatmen : — Elect difperfed : — Baggage-boat lofl . — The Elect 
rcaffeinbles . — Reach the City of Pccaye-tncw, or Prome. 

ON the 29th of May we were ready to depart : our baggage and attendants had 
been previoufly lent on board, and the boats containing the royal prefents had received 
their lading from the Sea-Horfe. We embarked in the evening, flept on board, and at 
ten o’clock next morning, when the tide ferved, puflied off, accompanied by our civil 
acquaintance, the Seredogee of Pegue, Baba-Sheen, Jacob Aguizar, the Armenian mer- 
chant, and the chief interpreter of Rangoon ; thefe perfonages had boats of their own. 
Pauntchoo, my Portugueze fervant, being with me, and three or four of the boatmen 
fpeaking a little of the Hindoftan language, I was at no lofs to make myfelf under- 
ftood. An under feree, or inferior clerk, was ftationed in my boat, profeffedly to 
attend to my wants, and receive my orders, and probably with a view to obferve and 
report my actions. It was, however, an oftenfible compliment, and accepted by me in 
that light. 

We rowed without intermiflion until three in the afternoon. A Ihort way from 
Rangoon the river becomes narrower, with a winding courfe, owing to which we did 
not advance more than three leagues in a direct line. We paffed a fmall village on the 
left : the banks on each fide were lhaded with trees. The fleet brought-to on the 
north fide of the river, when Dr. Buchanan went on lhore, and found an extenfive 
plain covered with fhort grafs, beyond which there was a large village. We experi- 
enced a pleafing alteration in the temperature of the air on the water, from what we 
had felt on lhore. The day before our departure, at two o’clock in the afternoon, 
the thermometer in the houle flood at 98° ; next day, at the fame hour, the quickfilver 
only reached 90° on the river. When the flood made, we got under way, rowed hard 
all night, and anchored in the morning near a town called Panlang, which, the feree 
informed me, had once been a city of confiderable magnitude, and from which the 
Rangoon river is frequently called the Panlang-mioup. The number of boats that 
were moored near it, indicated that it was ftill a place of fome importance. The foil 
is rich, but there appeared to be little cultivation in its neighbourhood : here a branch 
of the river lhapes its courfe to the fouth. At two in the afternoon we purl'ued our 
voyage, and fcontinued rowing till feven in the evening, when we brought to, having 
paffed three fmall villages in the way, one of which was furrounded by thick groves 
of plantain trees. At this place we fpent a very comfortlefs night ; it is a part of the 
river remarkable for being infefted by mofquitoes of an unufual fize, and venomous 
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beyond what I ever felt in any other country : two pair of thiJ: Hoc-kings were infuf- 
ficient to defend my legs from their attacks ; when in bed the curtains afforded lotne 
protection, but the fervants, and even the boatmen, got no reft at! night. A kind 
of reed that grows on the bank, breeds and harbours thefe infects in the utmoft abun- 
dance ; fortunately, the colony does not extend many miles ; a war-boat that rows quick 
can efcape them, but a heavy veffel muff lie for one tide within (heir action. 

On the i ft W June, at day-break, we left Paulang, and flopped about nine o’clock 
at a hamlet on the right, where we faw a few gardens, and fevcrnl travellers palling 
along a road at fome diftancc on the plain. The river here contracts greatly, ami 
does not appear to be more than two hundred yards acrofs. Our people having taken 
refrefhment, we continued our voyage. After leaving Panlang, the influence of the 
tide becomes much weaker, and the water, during the ebb, is frefh. Our progrefs was 
but flow, having neither wind nor ftream to befriend us. In three hours we reached 
Kettoree-Rua, or Parroquet village ; and in two hours more came to Yangain-Chain- 
Yah. Here we entered the great river, and flopped for the night, our boats being 
faftened with hawfers to the bank. The courfe of the ftream was nearly north and 
fouth, and about a mile wide. 

Next morning, at the dawn of day, we pufhed off ; and at one o’clock joined the • 
Maywoon, who, with his fuite and a vaft concourfe of boats, was waiting our arrival ; 
he lent a polite meflage, with a prefent of fome milk, fine rice, and fruit. Heavy rains 
falling, we remained here all day : the banks were fteep, and there was nothing to 
attract notice. At a diftance on the oppofite fhore we could perceive the temple of 
Denoobew. 

At eight o’clock in the morning of the 3d of June the whole fleet got under way. 
Being now in the great river, and no longer flickered by high and clofe banks, we 
fpread our canvas, and, favoured by a ftrong foutherly wind, failed againft the ftream.. 
At nine we pafled Denoobew, an extenfive town, ornamented with a lofty temple, 
refeinbling Shoedagon in form, but of fmaller fize. The adjacent fields appeared cul- 
tivated j feveral large mercantile boats were lying here, ana more at a fmall village 
the oppofite fide ; and the river was ftill low ; the rains, although fet in, had not yet 
materially affe&ed it. We pafled, in the courfe of one day’s journey, many iflands of 
fand formed by different ftreams of the river in the dry feafon, but which are entirely 
covered when the waters fwell ; on fome of thefe iflands there are trees and. verdure. 
We left the towns of Segahghee on the eaft, and Summeingtoh on the weft. Our 
journey this day was very delightful j the weather turned out fine, and the wind was 
fo favourable, that though the ftream was ftrong, we paffed the banks at the rate of 
three miles an hour : there were not lefs than a hundred fail of boats of different forts 
in company, and the whole was a cheerful and plealing fight. The Maywoon being 
confidered as commodore of the fleet, his movements regulated the reft. We flopped 
at funfet near the town of Yeoungbenzah, where I miffed the Seredogeo of Pegue, who 
feldom failed making an evening vifit to drink tea, and alk queftions about England, 
Baba-Sheen told me, that he was left behind at the head of the Rangoon river, where 
he was bargaining for another boat, his own being rather crazy, and fo deeply laden 
with merchandize that he durft not venture it on the great river. 

We left Yeoungbenzah at daybreak, and pafled in our courfe feveral iflands of fand. 

In one place we perceived the roots and flump of a tree growing dole to the water’s 
edge, under a high bank, about fourteen feet beneath the furface of the foil : thi§ An- 
gular appearance is to be accounted for by fuppofing, that where the bank was now 
raifed, there had formerly been a fand level with the water, on which a tree took root,. 
YOJU. IX. 5N tuu? 
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and had been covered by annual accumulations from the river during the feafon of 
inundation. It is probable, that the tall reeds and coarfe grafs which every year rot and 
incorporate with the fund of the river form the fine foil of the plains ; thus aquatic 
exuviae are to be difeovered every where deep in the earth : the ftream, however, 
wafhes away on one fide as much as it depofits on the other, and, as is the cafe with all 
rivers flowing through champaign countries, is continually changing its channel. In 
the morning we puffed Taykyatt, a long and draggling town on th^veft fide ; alfo 
Terriato, or Mango village, finall, but beautifully fituated on a high commanding bank 
that overlooks the country on the oppofite fide to a great diftance ; it is furrounded 
by groves of mango trees, from which it takes the name. Taambooterra, on the fame 
fide, is a long town. The country, in this journey, did not appear fo well inhabited as 
that vve paffed through the day before. At half paft four we came-to for the night at 
Kioumzeik, or Convent Stairs : a long fand intervened between us and the town ; at 
this feafon the convex fide of the windings of the river always terminates in a level fand. 
Two temples, not large, but gilded on the outfide from top to bottom, made a very 
brilliant appearance. There were here many mouafteries, and the Rhahaans belonging 
to them were drolling up and down the banks, as curiofity led them. Near the river 
* fide were fome fields planted with indigo, which throve in full luxuriance, and was 
nearly ripe ; the natives prepare it without any Ikill : a large quantity of the weed was 
fteeping in an old boat funk in the river, which was fubftituted in the room of a vat. 
They do not take the trouble, or perhaps do not know how, to purify and reduce it to 
a hard refined confidence, but are fatisfied with it in a liquid ftate ; they ufe it to colour 
a coarfe kind of cotton cloth, which is manufactured here in great quantities. The 
indigo is very cheap, and doubtlefs might, by proper management, be cultivated in 
this country to the higheft advantage. 

The town of Kioumzeik is well built, and feems to be in a ftate of improvement : 
there are feveral interruptions in it, caufed by watercourfes, over which good wooden 
bridges are built. The manufacture of cotton cloth is the fource of its profperity. A 
town called Henzadah, near to Kioumzeik, is of much greater antiquity. Numerous 
cart-roads and pathways evince that there is an extenfive communication main- 
tained with the interior country ; but we faw little cultivation of grain, and only a few 
gardens. Buffaloes and other cattle were grazing in large herds on the neighbour- 
ing plain. 

On the next day, June 5th, we put off at the firft dawn, and paffed in the courfe of 
our journey feveral fmall villages, none of which prefented any thing worth notice ; 
Sekayebeeim, on the eaft, was the moil confiderable. The bank on one fide was high, 
and the fands extenfive on the other. The courfe of the river runs deep beneath an 
Overhanging bank, at a fluggifh rate, not exceeding a mile in the hour. The foutherly 
wind was not fo ftrong as ufual, and the temperature of the air had become much 
hotter ; the thermometer, which on the preceding day flood at 78°, on this rofe to 86* ; 
but ftill the heat was not oppreflive. We brought-to in the afternoon, fouth of a town 
called Ackeo ; the Evening was cloudy, and threatened a thunder ftorm ; a long and 
low ftrand lay between the boats and the town ; I did not go on fhore : Dr. Buchanan, 
however, ventured, and met with nothing to repay the trouble he took in traverling a 
plain of heavy fand. 

We fet off*the following morning at the ufual hour, and faw a few villages, but 
none remarkable ; one on the eaft bank was fituated in a large garden of plaintain 
trees. At noon our boatmen tracked the boats along the fands, and thus made greater 
progrefrthan they could either by rowing or fetting with poles.' Notwithstanding the 
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general name of the Irrawaddy, I learned that different parts of it are diftinguifhed by 
different appellations, taken from places of note on its banks, as though we fhould call 
the Thames at appropriate places, the Gravefend river, the London river, &c. At two 
o’clock, the iky lowered, and black clouds in the north- weft quarter threatened one of 
thofe violent gufts which are frequent at this feafon ; the ledeegee, of his own accord, 
brought-to onJjhe weft fide, under the fhelter of a high bank. As foon as the boat 
was made faff; the Do£tor and I clambered up the fteep ; the country round was 
covered with reeds as tall as a man’s head ; there were many pathways leading through 
them ; but we were difTuaded by the Birmans from entering, for fear of tigers, which 
are numerous here, and particularly frequent that kind of cover. The ftorm broke 
before it reached us, and, after a delay of two hours, we fet fail with a foutherly wind ; 
palling a large village on the weft, the feree told me it was named Shwaye-Gaim, and 
that the inhabitants fometimes, during the rainy feafon, found gold-duft in the fand of 
the river, which is wafhed down by the periodical rains. A town nearly oppofite, on the 
eaft fide, is called Sabbaymeoun. It was eight o’clock in the evening when we flopped 
clofe to the town of Gnapeezeik. Gnapee, or Napee, a fort of fprat half pickled and 
half putrid, has already been deferibed as a favourite and univerfal fauce ufed by the 
Birmans to give a relilh to their rice ; zeik fignifies a landing-place : whence we con- 
cluded that this town is an emporium for that commodity, which in itfelf forms an 
extenfive branch of traffic. 

Early in the morning we left Gnapee, and had to contend againft a ftrong current; 
with very little affiftance from the wind ; the weftern bank was planted with pipal and 
mango trees. Yeagaim, on the right, and Kanounglay, or Little Kanoung, on the left, 
were the molt remarkable places ; near the latter we faw fevcral plantations of fruit- 
trees, the mango, plantain, jack-fruit, and cuftard apple. The fields near it were 
regularly laid down, and well fenced ; many boats, fome of them of a large fize, were 
building on the banks, and the general afpect of things denoted peace and plenty. A 
little time brought us to Kanoungghe, or Great Kanoung, a long town, with a good 
quay, and well conftrufted wooden ftairs, confifting of one hundred fteps, defeending 
to the water’s edge. The population of this part of the country muft be confiderable. 
In getting round a bluff point we found much difficulty, owing to the rapidity of the 
current ; the fleet was in confequence widely fcattered, fome furmounting the ftream 
with more eafe than others ; the wind was but faint, and the weather exceedingly fultry. 
At two o’clock the thermometer rofe to 94 0 . Our boatmen being haraffed, I brought- 
to early in the evening, under a pleafant bank ; the Maywoon had got far ahead. Before 
tea I walked out with my gun, but had no fuccefs, feeing only a few quails and fome 
wild pigeons. The country was tolerably well cleared ; and, though there was not 
much cultivation, it feemed in a ftate of preparation for the hufbandman. 

Our progrefs on the following day was more expeditious ; we foon reached the neigh- 
bourhood of Meyahoun, formerly Loonzay , rendered memorable in the w r ars between 
the Birmans ami Pcguers. It is a very ancient city, ftmehing two miles along the 
margin of the river. Houfes in cities or in villages differ very* little; but this town 
was diftinguifhed by numerous gilded temples, and lpacious convents ; a great variety 
of tall wide-fpreading trees gave the place an air of venerable grandeur ; and under 
the fhade of thefe, feveral Rhahaans were luxurioufly repofing. We faw not lefs 
than two hundred large boats at the different quays, which on an averitge, might be 
reckoned each at fixty tons burthen, all provided with good roofs, and matted after 
the country manner. They feemed much better conftru&ed than the unwieldy 
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wullocks # of Bengal. I was informed that the neighbourhood of Meyahoun is 
uncommonly fruitful in rice, and that a large quantity is exported annually to the 
capital. Here alio were capacious granaries belonging to the King, built of wood, 
and covered with thatch ; thefe are always kept filled with grain ready to be tranfported 
to any part of the empire in which there happens to be a fcarcity ; a misfortune that 
fometimes occurs to the higher provinces, where the annual rains are neither fo cer- 
tain nor fo copious as in the fouthern diftridls : this wife and huthane inftitution 
ftrongly evinces the folicitudc of the monarch for the welfare of his people. Leaving 
Meyahoun, we pafled Palheem, whence a nullah or watcrcourfe, leads to the fouth- 
weft ; alfo Kilnggain : at both thefe places there were a number of trading boats. 
At half part two o’clock we were affailed by a violent north-well gull of wind, that, 
adting with the current, drove us back nearly two miles before we could reach the 
Ihore. The river here was more than a mile wide, although it had not yet attained 
its full monfoon height, At four we again got under way, and faw, on the eall fide, 
Tirroup-miou, or Chinefe town. During our journey this day we plainly difeerned 
the Anoupettoumiou, or great wellern hills that divide this country from Arracan ; 
the particular mountains in fight, the boatman laid, were named Taungzo. The 
diftritts we pafled through this day were exceedingly populous, and in moll parts 
cultivated. We brought'to late in the evening, under a fteep bank, near the inconfider- 
able village of Tzeezau. 

We left, before daylight, a very uncomfortable fituation : the night was fultry, 
and the high bank that hung over us prevented a free circulation of air ; added to 
this, we were annoyed by myriads of ftinking infe&s that iffued from the reeds and 
coarfe grafs. The pleafantnefs of the day compenfated for the inconveniences of the 
night. As we advanced the wellern range of hills clofed upon the river, and in fome 
places difplayed very beautiful feenery. Approaching the town of Peeing-ghee, on 
the weft fide, the rocky banks rofe abruptly to the height of two or three hundred 
feet, the fides of which were richly clothed with hanging trees of variegated foliage. The 
confinement of the water in this place increafed its rapidity, and I could not but admire 
the exertions made by the boatmen in ftemming fo violent a ftream j oars were ufelefs, 
and the perpendicular banks afforded no footpath to track ; it therefore became necef- 
fary to impel the boat forward by bamboo poles, a labour at which the Birmans are 
uncommonly expert. When the pole is firm in the ground, they place the top of it 
againft the mufcles of the fhoulder, juft above the collar bone, then railing that 
fhoulder, and bending forward, they bring the whole weight of the body to bear 
upon the end of the pole ; in this manner they traverfe the platform from ftera to 
ftem, following each other in quick fucceflion on both fides of the boat, having fmall 
thwart bamboos fattened on the platform, a yard afunder, to prevent their feet from 
flipping. Owing to this mode of fixing the end of the pole againft the mufcles that 
reach from the back of the neck to the fhoulder, a callocity is formed and a Birman 
boatmen always appears to be high Ihouldered. I could not difeover why they pre- 
ferred that method fo the more obvious and eafy one of pufhing with the flat of the 
fhoulder ; they, however, performed what I am perfuaded none but Bir mans could 
effeft. We were an hour in pafling the extreme force of the current, which did not 
exceed four hundred yards. 

The town 4)f Peeing-ghee, and that of Sahlahdan, a little above it, export a great 
part of the teak timber that is carried to Rangoon. The forefts extend along on the 

• A beany boat ufed on the river Ganges. 
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weftern mountains, and were in fight from the boats. The trees are felled in the dry 
fcafon, and, when the monf'oon lets in, are borne by the torrents to thefe towns. 
There was a (hip on the Itocks clofe to Peeing-ghee, of 400 tone burthen ; a Mufful- 
man merchant from Surat, out of economy, chofe this place for building at, in. 
preference to Rangoon ; he meant, as foon as the hull Ihould be fmilhed, to float it 
down the ft ream. I was told that there was a good deal of hazard in the navigation, 
the diftance of which, including the windings of the river, probably exceeds 150 
miles ; but he calculated the difference of cxpence to be adequate to the ri(k. This 
adventurer furnilhed a proof of the confidence that might be placed in the Birman 
government, and the fccurity that a ftranger has for his property. The teak tree, 
although it will grow on the plains, is a native of the mountains. The forefts, like 
moft of the woody and uncultivated parts of India, are extremely peftiferous ; an 
inhabitant of the champaign country confiders a journey thither as going to inevitable 
deftru&ion. The wood-cutters are a particular clafs of men, born and bred in the hills ; 
but even they are faid to be unhealthy, and feldom attain longevity. 

The difficulty of this day’s journey had difperfed the fleet ; the lighteft and beft: 
manned boats of courfe got a-head of the reft, and feveral were obliged to join their 
crews, and carry up each veflel fingly by their united ftrength. Half a mile above 
Sahlahdan I overtook the Maywoon, who had arrived feme time before me, and 
was waiting for us. The boatmen being greatly harafled, he recommended us to pafs 
the night here. In the evening we took a walk together : the Maywoon was attended 
by eight or ten fervants armed with fpears and mufquets : we both fired at game 
without fuccefs. The Birmans, even the common boatmen, are fond of fowling to a 
degree of childifh delight ; rather than not {hoot, they will fire at l'parrows. I never 
was more importuned than by them for fhot, which they do not know how to 
fabricate. No fchoolboy could be more pleafed than the ledeegee of my boat, when 
I one evening lent him a gun to flioot wild pigeons. In this, as well as many other 
particulars, their difpofition is ftrikingly contrafted with the habits of apathy and indolence 
that characterize the natives of Afia in general. My companions. Dr. Buchanan and 
Mr. Wood, not joining the party before dark, I exprefled my apprehenfions about 
them to the Maywoon, who was fo good as to difpatch a war-boat to their aflxftance ; 
the Dottor came about ten o’clock, but Mr. Wood’s people being quite exhaufted, 
he was obliged to flop three miles fhort of us, and the baggage-boat did not arrive at 
all. A little after midnight 1 was awakened to receive the unpleafant intelligence that 
fhe was wrecked : the boatmen, it feems, had nearly furmounted the difficult paflfage 
below Peeing-ghee when, either from a remiffion of their efforts, or a more impetuous 
gufh of water than ufual, the boat fuddenly got ftern-way, and when once fhe loll 
ground there was no recovering it ; the boatmen refigned her to the current, which 
lwept her back with irrefiftible violence ; fortunately, fhe fet towards the fide, where 
a landing was pra&icable, and, taking the ground on a rocky bottom, fhe bulged, and 
filled with water. The people got on fhore fafe, and it was expe&ed that moft of the 
articles on board would be recovered ; but fuch as were liable to injury from the water 
were irretrievably fpoiled. 

Early the next morning, June 10th, Mr. Wood joined company, and the Maywoon 
fent an officer to Peeing-ghee, with dire&ions to procure a proper conveyance for nry 
people, and render them every poffible afliftancej he likewife intimated to me his 
defire to remain three or four days at Meayday, a town and diftrRt two days* journey 
north of Prome, which he holds in jaghire by a grant from the king. This intention 
was far from being difagreeable to me or to any of the party, as our boatmtift were 
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fatigued, and the fervants and the guard required a fhort time to adjuft fheir conve- 
niences for the remainder of the voyage. 

The country contiguous to the river, in this day’s journey, was pleafingly diver- 
fified with hill and valley, and with fpots of cleared ground and hanging woods ; the 
range of mountains retired in a wefterly direction as we advanced to the north, but 
fmaller hills ftill Ikirted the river. We failed before a fine foutherly breeze, and 
enjoyed a climate far more temperate than I ever experienced in Hindoftan at the fame 
feafon of the year. 

We left, aftem on the weft, Podangmew, a large and populous city ; on the right, 
Shwaye-do-mew was the moft important town. About noon we flopped to avoid a 
fquall from the north-weft : in the evening, my boat being ahead, I reached the city 
of Peeaye-mew, or Prome, on the eaft fide j the other gentlemen did not crofs the 
river till next morning. 

CHAP. VII. — Dcfcription of Prome. — Surprife excited by an European. — Prome 
fometimes called Terrekcttcrec : — Origin of the Name : — Singular Analogy. — Vil- 
lage of Pouoodang ; — Temple ; — Zec-ain ; — Kamma; — Neoungbenzeik. — Gale of 
Wind. — Teoungbenzeik ; — Serraipmcw ; — Trees ; — Soil. — Meeaday : — Houfe 
ercClcd for the Englijh Agent : — Mode of Structure : — Birmans punctilious in what- 
ever relates to Rank. — Town of Meeaday: — Indulgence to Strangers : — Cultiva- 
tion : — invited by the Maywoon to vi/it his Gardens — Remarks : — meet a Caravan : 

— curious Stone : — numerous Vifitants : — leave Meeaday. — Pafs Mccalfah-gaim. 

— Reach Longhcc. — Vi fit a Kioum.— Tradition rcfpecling Longhce. — Romantic 
Scenery. — Tigers numerous. — Cattle ; — Soil ; — Produce. — Excurfion of the Por- 
tuguefe Pantchco.— 7'angho : — a Fort and City of Importance. — Beetle Nut. — Kay ns, 
or Mountaineers. — Shawbunder arrives : — his whimfical Appearance. 

PROMPTED by curiofity to view a place fo renowned as Prome is in Birman hif- 
tory, for having b^en the feene of many long fieges and bloody conflicts, as loon as 
my boat was made fall 1 haftened on Ihore, and a Ihort way from the bank entered a 
long ftrait ftreet, in which I walked for near a mile. The buildings were not remark- 
able ; but, though 1 law little to notice, I found that I was mylelf an objedt of uni- 
verlal wonder ; an Englilh officer, dreffed in uniform, was a phenomenon perhaps 
never before feen in this part of the world. My attendants all'o created no little fur- 
prife ; the dogs, numbers of which infefted the llreets, fet up a horrid barking ; the 
men gaped, the children followed me, and the women, as ufual, expreffed their 
aftonilhment by loud laughter and clapping their hands ; yet not the leaft indication 
of contempt was manifefted, nor any thing done that could be conftrued into an inten- 
tion to offend. Whichever way I turned, the crowd refpedlfully opened, and the 
moll forward were reftrained by others. The notice I took of a little girl, who was 
alarmed at our appearance, feemed to be very gratifying to the parents, and the 
mother, encouraging her child, brought her clofe to me. Had I entered a houfe, I 
have no doubt but the owners would have offered me the bell it contained. Kindnefs 
to ftrangers Is equally the precept and the practice of Birmans. 

At the uppdr end of the prelent city are to be feen the ruins of the ancient fort of 
Prome : it had been a fmall pentagon, built of brick, and from its fituation mull have 
been very ftrong. The modem fort is nothing more than a palifaded inclofure with 
earth thrown up behind it. Low hills on the eallem fide approach the town, in which 
the i^Ul have formed channels down to the river, that are crofted by wooden bridges. 
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I pa(Ted fome done-cutters* yards, where artificers were manufacturing flags for pave* 
ments, and flabs and vafes for the ufe of temples, out of a fine freedone which is 
found in that neighbourhood. Adjacent to the town there is a royal menagery of 
elephants, confifting of two rows of lofty well-built fiables, in which thefe animals are 
lodged during the rains. I faw fome that had been lately caught, under the difcipline 
nectffary to render them docile. 

The city of Prome, and the province in which it (lands, are the jaghire, or eftate 
of the fecond fon of the king ; they likewife give him his title. Prome is fometimes' 
called Terreketteree, or (ingle (kin : and the Birmans have an old legendary tale 
refpecting the origin of this name : it is related, that a favourite female (lave of Tute- 
bong-mangee, or the mighty fovereign with three eyes, importuned her lord for a 
gift of fome ground ; and being a(ked of what extent, replied in fimilar terms with the 
crafty and amorous Elifa, when (he projected the fite of ancient Carthage. Her requeft 
was granted, and (he ufed the fame artifice. The refemblance of the (lories is 
curious. 

I had not leifure to go through the whole of the town, but was informed that it 
contained more inhabitants than Rangoon, and had a better fupplied market. The 
Seree told me, that the ruins of a large fort and city, much furpafling the prefent, 
(lood about a league eaflvvard of the town : the latenefs of the hour, however, pre- 
vented me from continuing my refearches. 

We departed from Prome at an early hour, on the nth of June, and failed before 
a (Irong fouthcrly gale till we came to Pouoodang, a fmall village built on the weftern 
bank of the river. A high hill, of a conical form, rifes abruptly behind it, on the top 
of which there is a temple of peculiar fandtity, having once been the abode of Gaudma ; 
the imprefiion made by the foot of the divinity is (hewn indented on a flab of marble. 
The Mayvvoon had gone before us to perform his devotions at this place of worfhip. 
The hill feemed difficult of afeent ; feveral of our people went up, but the day being 
wet and (lormy, I declined the undertaking. We afterwards made head againfl a 
violent current, by the aid of a tempeftuous wind : there was, for a long way, little 
improvement clofe to the river; obfeure hamlets, at dillant intervals, juft ferved to 
(hew that the country was not without inhabitants. Zecain, on the weft, appeared a 
pretty village. Towards evening we reached Kammah, on the eaft fide : it is the chief 
town of a diftriCt that bears the fame name, and makes large exports of teak timber 
for the Rangoon market. We did not (lop here, but continued our courfe as far as 
Neoungbenzeik, where we arrived too late to make many obfervations : this alfo is a 
town of fome refpedlability. We were here on a lee (hore, under a high and rocky 
bank. The Maywoon not liking the appearance of the weather, and thinking it unfafe 
to remain in fuch a fituation all night, ordered the boatmen to row acrofs to a long 
fand, where we might be fecure from danger in the event of a dorm : nor was this 
precaution ill timed ; for about midnight it blew a hurricane : we, however, ran no 
rifk ; our boats touched the foft fand, and were moored by ftrong hawfers, reaching 
from the ftem and (tern to the (hore. Mr. Wood and Dr. Buchanan, who had not 
come up, found (helter in a creek, where they pafled the night. As foon as the dorm 
commenced, the Maywoon detached a war-boat to their affiftance. 

Our affociates joined the fleet betimes in the morning, and we failed immediately. 
Our journey this day was difagreeable, from the violence of the foutherly*wind, which, 
meeting the dream, caufed a heavy fwell : the boats pitched deep, and were very un- 
eafy. We pafled a fmall village on the left bank, whence, I was told, a road leads 
through die mountains to Arracan. Yeoungbenzeik, or Indian fig-tree flairs* on the 
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eaft fide, is a fine village, fituated in a romantic country ; fo alio is Pelon, a place 
remarkable for boat-building ; and Samban, famed for its' iron manufaftory. At a 
particular part the river was divided into two diftinft branches, feparated by a fand ; 
each branch we judged to be a mile wide; and when the water rifes fo as to overflow 
the fands, the breadth cannot be lefs than four miles from bank to bank. Every vil- 
lage we faw was ornamented with one or more final 1 temples. In the evening we 
brought to, at a town called Sirriapmew. The country around was pleafingly diver- 
fified with dwelling grounds, covered with (lately trees, particularly with the tamarind 
and mango : Dr. Buchanan meafured one of the latter, and found it, at the height of 
his flioulder from the ground, twelve feet in circumference : fome of the tamarind and 
pipal trees feemed dill larger. Many of the rifing grounds were planted with indigo ; 
but the natives fuffpr the hills, for the molt part, to remain uncultivated, and only 
plough the rich levels : they everywhere burn the rank grafs once a-year to improve 
the pafture. We faw many peopde at labour. The foil is a fine mould, and w r ould 
produce abundant crops in proper hands : but the Birmans will not take much pains ; 
they leave half the work to nature, which has been very bountiful to them. Their 
third for conqued does not feem to have enriched their country. 

In the morning, when we left Sirriapmew, the wind blew as ufual from the fouth- 
ward with great violence. At noon we reached Meeaday, the perfonal edate of the 
Maywoon of Pegue, who is oftener called, from this place, Meeaday Praw, or Lord 
of Meeaday, than by his viceroyal titles. Here, in compliance with the wiihes of the 
Maywoon, we prepofed daying a few days. 

It is a mark of refpeft, and a didinction of rank, for a perfon journeying on the 
water to have houfes built for his accommodation on the banks, at the places where 
he means to dop. When the king goes on the river, or travels by land, buildings of 
the royal order of architecture are erefted wherever he is to halt. In the manner of 
condrufting houfes, whether temporary or lading, drift obfervance is paid *• the 
form, which is indicative of the rank of the occupant ; nor dare any fubjeft aflfume a 
mode of drufture to which he is not legally entitled.: the didinftion confids chiefly in 
the number of dages of which the roof is compofed. The fubordination of rank is 
maintained and marked by the Birmans with the mod tenacious driftnefs ; and not 
only houfes, but even domedic implements, fuch as the beetle box, water flaggon, 
drinking cup, and horfe furniture, all exprefs and manifed, by Ihape and quality, the 
precife dation of the owner ; nor can one perfon intrude upon the rights of another, 
under penalty of incurring a mod fevere punifhmcnt, which is never remitted. The 
Maywoon had obligingly given direftions to have a houfe condrufted on the bank for 
us, of the order appertaining to nobility, but of what particular clafs I could not eafily 
afeertain ; and I refrained from minute inquiries, as it might appear faftidious, and give 
an unfavourable impreffion to tbofc whom it was my inclination to conciliate. 

The materials of which thefe houfes are made are always eafy to be procured ; and 
the drufture is fo fimple, that a fpacious, and by no means uncomfortable dwelling, 
fuited to the climate may be erefted in one day. Our habitation, confiding of three 
finall rooms, and a hall open to the north, in little more than four hours was in readi- 
nefs for our reception : fifty or fixty labourers completed it in that time, and, on emer- 
gency, could perform the work in much lefs. Bamboos, grafs for thatching, and the 
ground rattap, are all the materials requifite j not a nail is ufed in the whole edifice : 
a row of drong bamboos, from eight to ten feet high, are fixed firm in the ground, 
which deferibe the outline, and are the fupporters of the building ; fmaller bamboos 
ore then tied horizontally by drips of the ground rattan, to thefe upright pods ; the 
' '$■ walls, 
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mils, convpofed of bamboo mats, are fattened to the Tides with fimilar ligatures j 
bamboo raf ters 'are quickly raifed, and a roof formed, over which thatch is fpread in 
regular layers, and bound to the roof by filaments of rattan ; a floor of bamboo grating 
is next laid in the infide, elevated two or three feet above the ground ; this grating is 
fupported on bamboos, and covered with mats and carpets : thus ends the procefs, 
which is not more fimplc than effectual. When the workmen take pains, a houfe of 
this fort is proof againft very inclement weather. W e experienced, during our ftay 
at Meeaday, a fevere dorm of wind and rain ; but no water penetrated, nor thatch 
■efcaped : and if the temped fhould blow down the houfe, the inhabitants would run 
no rifk of having their brains knocked out, or their bones broken ; the fall of the 
whole fabric would not crufh a lady’s lap-dog. 

Having got poffeflion of our dwelling, Mr. Wood, Dr. Buchanan, and myfelf, 
took a walk to view the town and adjacent country : our boats had brought-to at the 
fouthern extremity of Meeaday. It is a place of no great magnitude, but extremely 
neat : there are two principal ftreets, and at the north end of the prelent town are to 
be feen the ruins of a brick fort, which, like all other forts of mafonry in the Birman 
empire, is in a Hate of dilapidation. At a fhort didance there is a pleafant river which 
flows through a fertile plain, affording fome rich padure-grour.d, and interfperfed with 
plantations of tobacco. On the fouth and fouth-ead Tides, the town is inclofed by a 
deep ravine, the banks of which are cut perpendicular ; and the remains of an old 
brick wall were dil’coverable, which was probably a defence to the former fuburb. We 
obferved many finall temples and convents apart from the town, fltuated in groves of 
mango, tamarind, and pipal trees of uncommon datelinefs and beauty. The May- 
woon had a refidence here, alio a plealure-houfe and beetle garden at fome didancc. 
Notwithdanding his manners were dill very formal, and evidently defirous of little 
perfonal intercourl’c, he continued invariably attentive, and daily fent me fuch prefents 
as he thought would be acceptable, fuch as fruit, filh, and milk. Although it is finful, 
according to the Birman tenets, to deprive any being of life to fatisfy a carnivorous 
appetite, yet the inhabitants do not fcruple to kill game of all kinds, and abdain only 
from domedic animals ; even in this they often relax, and always grant a mod liberal 
indulgence to drangers. 1 was allowed to fend my Portuguese fervant to the neigh- 
bouring villages to purchafe fowls, which wc got very good, and fometimes were able 
to procure kids. The Birman farmers do not breed fheep, goats giving fo much more 
milk. It was privately intimated to me, that there w ould- be no crime if a fervant of 
mine fhould {hoot a fat bullock when he met one ; that it would be aferibed to acci- 
dent, and I might make reparation to the owner, who would think himfelf amply 
recompenfed for his lofs by two tackals, about fix fhillings ; and the bead being dead, 
there could be no fin in eating it ; but that a public fanCtion could not previoufly be 
given to daughter one. I declined fupplying our table by this evafive logic, and pre- 
ferred the want of beef to the rifk of giving offence, and wounding the feelings of 
people who omitted no opportunity to manifed towards us hofpitality and kindnefs. 

North of the town, about a mile, there is a good deal of cultivation, chiefly of rice ; 
the fields were well laid down, and fenced. This quarter is beautifully wooded, and 
diverfified with rifing grounds. We obferved many cart-roads and pgth-ways leading 
into the country in various directions. The foil is compofed of clay and fand, and in 
fome places is very dony, particularly near the river. Early on the 14th the May- 
woon politely fent us an invitation to accompany him on the fame evening to his 
gurden-houfe : I was not well, and excufed myfelf ; Mr. Wood was otherwife 
engaged, but the DoCtor undertook to reprefent us. The Maywood liipplied him with 
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a horfe for his conveyance, and rode himfelf ; they croffod the fmall river before men* 
tfoned, and traverfed a country partly cultivated, and partly wooded : the road was 
indifferent, and led through two very neat villages. They alio paffed l'everal draggling 
houfes, which, confidered as country cottages, were extr< m ly comfortable. In their 
way they faw a caravan of waggons, which had come from a great diltance, loaded 
with goods of different forts for traffic. The inhabitants in many places were em- 
ployed in clearing the ground, and burning the long grafs and bruihwood. On 
arriving at the garden, about five miles diftant, the Maywoon and his company, among 
whom the doctor was the molt diftinguifhed, were regaled with tea and fweetmeats, 
and returned late in the evening nearly by the fame road. 

In the courfe of our walks, not the leaft curious object that prefented itfelf was a 
flat itone, of a coarfe gray granite, laid horizontally on a pedeftal of mafonry, fix 
feet in length, and three wide, protected from the weather by a wooden Ihed. This 
ftone, like that at Pouoodang, was faid to bear the genuine print of the foot of 
Gaudma; and we were informed, that a iiniilar impreflion is to be feen on a large 
rock, fltuated between two hills, one day’s journey welt of Memboo. On the plane 
of the foot upwards of one hundred emblematical figures are engraven in feparate 
compartments : two convoluted ferpents are preffed beneath the heel, and five conch 
(hells, with the involutions to the right, form the toes : it was explained to me as a 
type of the creation, and was held in profound reverence. There is faid to be a 
fimilar impreflion on a rock * on Adam’s Peak, in the iiland of Ceylon ; and it is tra- 
ditionally believed, both by the Birmans, the Siamefe, and the Cingalese, that 
Gaudama, of Boodh, placed one foot on the continent, and the other on the iiland 
of Ceylon. The neighbouring Rhahaans had no objection to my painter’s taking a 
copy of it, a talk that he performed with great cxa&nefs f. 

On our return, we met a caravan of waggons travelling from the fouthem country 
towards the capital, eighteen in number : thefe vehicles were well conflru&ed, and 
more commodious and neat than the clurnfy gawries or carts of India. Each 
waggon was drawn by fix bullocks, and feveral fpare ones followed, to fupply the 
place of any that might fall fick or lame. A good tilted roof of bamboo, covered 
with painted cloth, threw off the rain. T hey contained not only merchandize, but 
alfo entire families, the wives, children, monkies, cats, parroquets, and all the 
worldly fubftance of the waggoner. Each bullock had a bell under his throat. The 
wheels not being greafed, a horrid noife announced the approach of the caravan long 
before it could be feen. They travel flowly, from ten to fifteen miles a day. At night 
the waggons are difpofed in a circle, and form a barrier, within which the carriers 
feed their cattle, light fires, and drefs their victuals, fecure from the attacks of tigers, 
which much infeft the lefs populous parts of the empire. 

We remained at Meeaday until the 2 2d of June. During our (lay I made (hort 
excurlions to different parts of the country, and found little variation in its appear- 
ance ; it was very beautiful, though but half cultivated, and I was every where 
treated with refpedh The news of the million had reached the place before we 
arrived, and excited a general curiofity to fee the Boomien of the Colars, or the 
general of the (Irangers, as they were pleafed to denominate me. Not only the better 
clafs of the inhabitants of Meeaday came to vifit us, but likewife people of condition 
from all the downs and villages twenty miles round : I have fometimes received eight 

* See Baldaros ; alfo Knox’s Hiftorical Relation of Ceylon. 

■f Annexed is a plate of the impreSon, to enable the learned antiquary to compare this curious fym- 
kolic reprefeatatioa with the (acred hieroglyphics of the ancient Egyptians. 
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or ten different companies in a morning. When a party wifhed to be introduced, a 
meflage was fent to afk permifiion ; which being obtained, they entered the room in a 
crouching pofition, and fat down on their heels, men and women alike ; they always 
brought a gift of fomething, whatever they fuppofed might be acceptable ; tobacco, 
onions, fine rice. &c . : no company prefented themfelves empty handed ; it would 
not have been refpedtful ; of courfe, their offerings drew from me a fuitable return, 
fuch as fillets of Indian muffin to the women, and a Coff'embuzar lilk handkerchief to 
the men. Several parties of women came unaccompanied by their huibands, or any 
of their male friends ; and according to the notions entertained by them, there was 
nothing indecorous in it ; they were unconfcious of any thing but an innocent defirc 
to gratify curiofity, and manifeft refpeft : women of a better clafs were always accom- 
panied by a train of female attendants ; and, like the fex every where, were more 
lively, good humoured, and inquifitive, than the men. 

Early on the 2 2d of June matters were arranged for the profccution of our voyage, 
and the fleet was in readinefs to depart. The articles faved from the boat that had been 
wrecked below Peeing-ghee were dried j. our attendants, however, had fuffered a 
material lofs; but a ferviceable boat had been provided for them in lieu of the one 
that was loll. At eleven o’clock we pufhed oft", the Maywoon leading the van : the 
day turned out tempeftuous and gloomy, and the wind blew hard from the fouth. 
In a fliort time we palled Meealfah-gain, on the weft, a large village at the foot of a 
fine fwelling wooded lawn, ornamented with fome neat temples. Our way through 
the water was very rapid, not lefs than five miles an hour ; and at one time it blew fo 
violently, that we were obliged to make for the fhore. The range of hiUs, which in 
our courfe this day approached nearelt to the river, were covered with a blue miff:. 
We palled fome villages of no note : the country feemed populous, and herds of cattle 
\yere grazing on the banks. About feven o’clock we brought-to for the night on the 
weft fide. 

At feven in the morning, after a night of unremitting rain, we left an uncomfortable 
fituation, and failed till we came to an extenfive iffand, which divided the river into 
two branches ; we took the eaftern fide, and, on account of the inclemency of the 
weather, brought-to at the lower town of I.oonghee, oppofite the fouth extremity of 
the iffand. The width of the ftream between the main land and the iffand is about 
500 yards. In the afternoon the rain ceafed, but the wind continued. Dr. Buchanan 
and I walked to a convent of Rhahaans, that feemed to be of more than ordinary note : 
we found it a good building, and, afeending a flight of fteps, took the liberty of 
entering without ceremony. The neatnefs of the infide correfpondcd with the external 
appearance : a number of Gaudmas, richly gilt, and of various fizes, were ranged on 
a bench to receive the adorations of the pious. It was the eighth day of the moon, 
which is the Birman fabbath, and feveral perfons were fauntcring up and down, wait- 
ing for the hour of prayer. The fuperior, a man advanced in years, was fitting on 
his elevated feat when we went in : he exprefled much furprife at our appearance and 
•drel's, but was extremely civil : he prefented me with a fcroll, written with a ftylus on 
•a papyrus leaf, which, he faid, contained a facred exhortation, and requefted I would 
preferve it in remembrance of Shoedagonga Seredaw, which, it feems, was his title, 
lie afked why the doctor did not wear a fcarlet drefs like mine ; and* being informed 
of his profefiion, begged a prefeription for a fore throat, which almoft jiindered him 
from articulating. The dottor promifed to fend him a gargle, and we took our 
heave. 

The infant fon of the Maywoon had been unwell for fome time, and his illnefs 
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had now increafed to 'a dangerous height : the anxious parent lent Baba-Sheen to me to 
intimate his defire of remaining where we were until his child grew better, the tem- 
peftuoufnefs of the weather agitating the boat fo much, that he was afraid it might 
increafe the fever. I had no fcruple in indulging fo natural a wifh ; but as the fpot 
we were in was much expofed, and had many difadvantages, we moved to a more 
commodious fituation, nearly two miles farther on, oppofite the north end of the 
ifland. A war-boat was difpatched exprefs to the capital to bring down medicine, and 
a celebrated profcffor of phyfic ; in the meantime all the phvficians of the country, to 
the number of twenty, were affembled, to confult and prefcribe for the fick infant. 

Longhee, or Great Cable, takes its name from the following circumftance : a 
curious ligament of ftone unites a pointed rock, which rifes in the middle of the 
ftream, with the oppofite bank; it has the appearance of a petrified cable, and the 
natives relate, that one hundred years ago a large rope, floating down the river, 
Ceafed its courfe at this place, and that one end adhering to the rock, and the 
other to the bank, the rope was changed into ftone. They alfo fay that the oppr- 
fite ifland formerly conftituted a part of one fituated fifteen miles higher up, but 
was fevered from it by an earthquake, and carried down to the place where it 
now refts. The quality which the waters of the Irrawaddy poflefs of changing wood 
into ftone, of which we afterwards faw innumerable inftances, renders the tranfmuta- 
tion of the cable by no means an impoflible circumftance. The Birmans, however, 
are deeply tainted with that credulity which ignorance is ever difpofed to pay to tales 
of fiction and to miraculous events. 

Whether Removed by an extraordinary convulfion of nature, and by a ftill more 
extraordinary tranfportation, or whether encircled by the river, from the difpofition 
that all large ftreams flowing through a level country have to change their channel, 
would, perhaps, be difficult to afeertain ; but, whatever may have been the caufe, 
the ifland now conftitutes a principal object in one of the uneft fylvan feenes I ever be- 
held. From a temple above Loonghee, that ftands by the river fide, on a command- 
ing cliff, whofe fummit overhangs its bafe, the eye is gratified by a moft delightful 
combination of natural beauties: a fine fheet of water three miles in breadth, broken 
by an ifland more than a mile long, and half a mile wide, covered with trees of luxu- 
riant foliage; eminences on the oppofite fliore, that rife from gently fwelling grounds 
clothed in wood, to brown and rugged mountains, which, receding in an oblique di- 
re£tion, leave to the view a long and level plain ; thefe altogether form a landfcape 
which I never faw equalled, and, perhaps, is not to be excelled. How much did I 
regret that my draft fman, though fkilful in copying figures and making botanical 
drawings, was unacquainted with landfcape painting and perfpective, and that not one 
of ourfelves poffeffed any knowledge of that delightful art ! Had Mr. Daniel, in his 
Oriental Travels, rifited this part of the world, the view from Loonghee would have 
ftood confpicuous among thofe faithful and excellent reprefentations by which he has 
locally introduced India into England, and familiarized the European eye to the rich 
feenery of the eaft. . 

We continued at this charming place until the fecond of July, when the child of the 
Maywoon, notwithstanding the prescription of 20 doctors, was declared out of danger. 
So long as recovery continued doubtful, I fent the Hindoo Pundit every morning to 
enquire after lys health : this attention was taken in good part, and the Pundit ob- 
tained the honour of being introduced into the fick chamber, where he witneffed the 
moft amiable demonftrations of parental tendernefs : both the father and mother were 
kneeling by the fide of the infant's bed, and attended on him themfclves day and night. 
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The diforder proved to be an inflammatory fever, and their treatment of it was per- 
fectly Ample : tea made of wild thyme, and deco&ions of feveral vegetable productions, • 
were the only medicines adminiftered ; the reft was left to nature, who accompliftied 
her part. They did not, however, negleCt to call in the aid of fupernatural remedies; 
incantations were ufed and amulets applied, to the eflicacy of which much was attri- 
buted. Whatever might have been the caufe, the recovery of the child afforded very 
general fatisfaCtion ; every body feemed to feel an intereft in his fate. 

We made feveral fhort excurfions during our continuance at Loonghee : the 
country to the fouthward was well cultivated, and the fields inelofed by flrong hedges 
of thorn ; the foil is light and fandy, with many loofe ftones ; the ground, for the 
moft part, uneven, and rifing into gentle acclivities. There were feveral neat vil- 
lages within the diftance of two or three miles ; a deep ravine, formed by the monfoon 
rains, extended inland from the river, the banks of which were covered with ftunted 
trees. Dr. Buchanan, in following its courfe, perceived in the land the fre'h tracks 
of a tiger, and prudently returned. On enquiring, I underftood that the adjacent 
wood contained many of thel'e deftructive beads, who frequently at night come down 
the bed of the water-courfe to quench their thirft at the river. I went the next day 
with the Doctor and an armed party to the place, and plainly traced, in the fand the 
footfteps of two tigers, a large and a fmall one ; this difeovery rendered us cau- 
tious of purl'uing game into the forefts. We found partridges, hares, quails, and 
wood pidgeons, in the open fields ; but the jungle fowl, or wild poultry, kept clofe 
in the thick covers, where we heard the cocks crow, but did not dare to venture after 
them. We faw on the illand, which is a very romantic fpot, a few deer, and three 
buffaloes ; the former were extremely wild ; we fired at them without fuccefs, but were 
more fortunate in killing a number of pidgeons of a beautiful plumage and excellent 
to eat. 

The cattle ufed for tillage and draft in this part of the country are remarkably good; 
they put only a pair in the plough, which differs little from the plough of India, and 
turns up the foil very fuperficially. In their large carts they yoke four and often fix : 
walking out one day, I met a waggon drawn by four flout oxen, going at a hand gal- 
lop, and driven by a country girl Handing up in her vehicle, who feemed to manage 
the reins and a long whip -with equal eafe and dexterity : this was a novel fight to a 
perfon accuftomed to the flow moving machines of India, in which the women are 
almoft too timorous to ride, much lefs to attempt to guide. 

The foil in the neighbourhood of Loonghee is very favourable for the cultivation of 
cotton ; we law many fields planted with it, in which the fhrub was growing flrong and 
healthy. In one field a man was lowing fefamum : the light dry grains anfwer here 
better than rice, which thrives only in low and moift grounds. 

My Portuguese fervant Pauntchoo, whom I had dii'patched along with a Birman in 
quell both of fowls and kids, was abfent for three days; a circumftance that gave rife 
to fonre uneafinefs on his account, from the fear of his having been devoured by tigers*, 
he, however, returned fafe, and informed me that he had been to* a town nine leagues 
diftant, and in his way paffed through feveral villages, and a country thickly inhabited.. 
When he had concluded his bargain, he procured a fmall cart to caj-ry his purchafe 
to Loonghee, and could not prevail on the owner to accept of any thing more than a 
Cofl'embuzar filk handkerchief. All the manufactures of India are highly prized by the 
Birmans, although many articles are not at all i’uperior to what they make thefltfelves. 
Pauntchoo alfo reported, that there was a wcll-frequentcd road leading to the city of 
Tongho, which was diftant fifteen days’ journey, the capital of a rich and populous pro- 
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vince, that bears the fame name, and is governed by one of the King's fons, who takes 
his title from it, being called Tongho Teekien, or Prince of Tongho : he added, that 
its inhabitants excelled in the manufacture of cotton cloth, and their country prod iced 
the belt beetle nut in the empire, a luxury in which Birmans of all ranks indulge ft* 
freelv, that it is become with them altnoft a neceflary of life. In one of Pauntchoo’s 
expeditions acrofs the river he met with a village inhabited by Kayns, a race of moun- 
taineers perfectly diitinCt from the Carianers, and fpeaking a language differing radi- 
cally both from theirs and that of the Birmans. They were originally inhabitants of 
the Arracan mountains, whom the Birmans, fince their conqueft of that kingdom, 
have prevailed on, partly by force, and partly by mild treatment, to abandon their 
native hills, and fettle on the plain. There are feveral fmall fociedes of thefe people 
eftabliffied near the foot of the mountains farther north. The Carianers are not to be 
found higher up than the city of Prome. 

Every thing was now in readinefs for us to take our next departure, and the firft of 
July was fixed upon to leave Loonghee. On the morning of the 29th of June we were 
furprized by an unexpected vifit from the Portuguese Shawbunder of Rangoon, who 
has already been mentioned as having been at Ummerapoora, the capital, at the time 
of our firft arrival. He had been ordered down from court to meet the deputation, 
and came with all the pomp that his ftation would allow him to difplav ; his barge was 
profufely decorated with colours, and his boatmen were drefled in uniform. On land- 
ing, he firft paid his compliments to the Maywoon, and afterwards waited on me at 
my boat. 

The appearance of this naturalized Portuguese was calculated rather to excite laugh- 
ter than relpcCt : he wore a long tunic of old velvet decorated with tarnilhed gold lace, 
and on his head a broad brimmed hat flapped, bound alio with gold. He lpoke the 
language of Hindoftan impcrfeftly, but well enough to make himfelf underftood. 
After an awkward falutation, half in the Birman, half in the European manner, he 
informed me that he had been fent by an order from the Lotoo, or Grand Council, to 
meet the Englifh deputation, and to acquaint me that His Majefty had been pleafed to 
direct that three officers of diftinguifhed rank ffiould proceed to Pagahm-mew, a city 
feven days’ journey .below Ummerapoora, to wait our arrival, and efcort us to the 
capital. The King, he obferved, had done me the extraordinary honour to fend a 
rova! barge for my perfonal accommodation, with two war-boats to tow it : this was 
confidered as a flattering mark of Ilis Majefty’s good inclination, and we drew from it 
a favourable omen. To have our barge drawn by war-boats was an honorary privilege 
granted only to perfons of the firft confequence ; it is grounded on the idea that it is 
inconfiftent with the dignity of a man of high rank to be in the fame boat with people 
of fuch mean condition as common watermen ; it is a fmgular refinement, and furniihes 
an additional inftance of the characteriftic pride of the nation. The Shawbunder dis- 
played great (hrewdnefs in his converfation. He afked me feveral queftions refpe&ing 
the powers with which 1 was invefted ; and as the vifit might in fome degree be con- 
fidcred as official, I in part gratified his curiofity, by explaining in general terms the 
nature of the million, and the capacity in which 1 expected to be received, without at 
all difclofing the lpecific objedts I had in view. 
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CHAP. VIII .—-Leave Longhcc . — Extcnfwe IJland . — Kcendoo Praw . — A Iccgheoung-yay, 
or Crocodile Town. — Mcein-yah. — Patanagoh . — Magway. — Spanzick. — Cwr- 
rr/tf. — H/7/j clothed with Wood . — Maynbu. — Shoc-Lec- Rua , Golden Boat Village . 

— Ga/rf /7>c 7y/>£ of Excellence. — Yaynangheoum , or Petroleum Creek . — Petrified 
Wood. Barren Country. — Pcngkicum. — Sembcwghcwm . — Sillahmcw . — Manufac- 
tory °f Silk . — Crotolaria Juncea. — Mountain of Poupa . — Secnghoo. — Bullock /lain 
by a Tiger. — *?;/ //g/y Race. — Temple of Logah-nutulah . — G77y of Pagahm. — 
Ncoundah. — Birman Deputies. — Mafic. — Dancing. — Beautiful Manufactory of 
lackered Ware. — Temple of Shoezccgoon. — D ft r active Conflagration. — Numerous 
religious Buildings. — Gigantic Figure of the Divinity in a recumbent Pfturc: — 
another Image creel. — Oil Mills. 

THE Shawbunder left Loonghee on the firft of July, to announce our approach to 
the Birman officers, who were already arrived at Pagahm : we postponed our departure 
until the following day, and at feven in the morning quitted this pleating and rural 
place. In our journey we puffed many towns and villages ; fometimes we went fwiftly 
through the water, at others we were ltationary, and even loll ground, as the wind 
frequently fubfided, and the Itream was very rapid. The range of Arracan mountains 
appeared to recede wefhvard ; and about three o’clock we came to a large ifland formed 
by feparatc arms of the river ; there was a pyramidical temple on it, called Keendoo 
Praw, and feveral tinaller ones railed on a high terrace. I eftimated the extent of the 
iiland to be two miles : at the upper end we croffed the river, and Hopped a mile above 
Mecgheoung-yay, at paft feven in the evening. 

Meegheoung-yay, or Crocodile Town, is a place of much trade and importance ; 
there were not lefs than 100 large boats, and feveral fmaller ones, lying at different 
Hairs, which, my people faid, were taking on board rice, onions, garlic, and oil, for 
the confumption of the capital. It Hands on a very high bank, and has fewer religious 
buildings than any town we had leen of equal magnitude. Dr. Buchanan went on 
fhore at daybreak, and obferved in his walk fome neat farms, each of them containing 
four or five cottages, better built than houfes in towms ufually are : they were fenced 
round with wide inclofures to receive the cattle, of which there was great abundance. 
The fields were divided by thorn hedges ; the low grounds prepared for rice, and the 
higher planted with leguminous fhrubs, or left for paHure. 

Early on the third we paffed Meeinyah : between that and Patanagoh, on the eaftern 
fhore, there was a Hoping bank planted with indigo, which was then ripe, and the vil- 
lagers were cutting it. Melloon on the wefl fide, feemed rich in temples, but the 
town was no way diftinguifhed. Patanagoh had only one temple, which was fplendidly 
gilded ; it is a long Hraggling village, and every houfe had a comfortable garden, 
enclofed by a bamboo railing, with orchards of palmyra, plantain, and mango trees : 
here, likewife, were many boats of burthen waiting to receive a cargo. Numerous 
villages were fcattered along the banks, which, as the wind blew ftrong, and we were 
obliged to keep the middle of the river, there was no opportunity of examining. This 
, day we paffed fome fandy iflands, and brought-to early in the evening, on the eaftern 
fide, between the towns of Magway and Spanzeik. I took a walk before tea, and 
could difeover little cultivation in the vicinity of the river : the land ^as ftony, and 
covered with low thorn trees, in which we faw jungle fowl, and other game. Herds 
of young cattle were grazing among the thickets : we croffed fome cart rdads, and 
met feveral peafants. 

At 
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At daybreak .next morning we fet fail with a fair and fteady wind, by the force of 
which the fleet, Hemmed a ftrong current. Low woody hills ikirted the river, par- 
ticularly on the eaftcrn fide ; on the fummits offome of thcfe hills temples were raifed ; 
and one on the weftern bank, called Maynbu, appeared to be confiderable. The 
river, except where it was interrupted by iflands, could not be lefs than two miles 
acrofs. We palled a village named Shoe-Lee-Rua, or Golden-boat Village, from its 
being inhabited by watermen in the fervice of the King, whofe boats, as well as every 
thing t-lfe belonging to the Sovereign, have always the addition of fhoe, or golden, 
annexed to them ; even His Majefty’s perfon is never mentioned but in conjunction 
with this precious metal. When a fubjeft means to affirm that the King has heard 
any thing, he fays, “ It has reached the golden cars ;” he who has obtained ad million 
to the royal prefence, has been at the golden feet; the peri ume of otta of rofes, a 
nobleman obferved one day, “ was an odour grateful to the golden nofe.” Gold, 
among the Birmans, is the type oi excellence : although highly valued, however, it 
is not ufed for coin in the country ; it is employed fometimes in ornaments for the 
women, and in utenfils and ear-rings for the men ; but the greateft quantity is 
expended in gilding their temples, on which vaft fums are continually lavifhed. 
The Birmans prefent the fubftance of their gods* and aferibe its qualities to their King. 

After parting various fands and villages, we got to Yaynanghcoum, or earth-oil 
(Petroleum) creek, about two hours paft noon. The country now difplayed an afpeti 
differing from any we had yet feen ; the furface was broken into fmall ieparate hills, 
entirely barren, and deftitute of vegetation, except feme ftunted bufhes that grew 
on the declivities, and in the dells, and a few unhealthy trees immediately in the neigh- 
bourhood of the villages : the clay was difcoloured, and had the appearance of red 
ochre. We were informed, that the celebrated wells of Petroleum, which fupply the 
whole empire, and many parts of India, with that ufeful product, were five miles to 
the eaft of this place. The Seree brought me a piece of ftone, which he a flu rod me 
was petrified wood, and which certainly had much the appearance of it. In walking 
about, I picked up feveral lumps of the fame, in which the grain of the wood was 
plainly discernible ; it was hard, filiceous, and feemed compofed of different lamina. 
The Birmans laid it was the nature of the foil that caufed this traniinutation ; and added, 
that the petrifying quality of the earth at this place was fuch, that leaves of trees 
(haken off by the w ind were not unlrequently changed into ftone before they could be 
decayed by time. The face of the country was altered, and the banks of the river 
were totally barren; the ground was tuperficially covered with quartz-gravel, and 
concreted rnaffes of the fame material were thickly fcattered. The mouth of the creek 
was crowded with large boats, waiting to receive a lading of oil ; and immenfe 
pyramids of earthen jars were raifed within and round the village, difpofed in the 
fame manner as fhot and fhells are piled in an arfenal. This place is inhabited only 
by potters, who carry on an extenfive manufactory, and find full employment. The 
imell of the oil was extremely offenfive; we favv feveral thoufand jars filled with it 
ranged along the bank ; fome of thefe were continually breaking, and the contents, 
mingling wtth the fand, formed a very filthy confiftence. Mr. Wood had the 
curiofity to walk to the wells : but, though I felt the fame defire, 1 thought it prudent 
to port pone vifiting them until my return, when I was likely to have more leifure, and 
to be ids *hc object of obfervation. 

At ieven in the morning on the 5th of July, we left the neighbourhood of Earth-oil 
Wells. Alter palling Penkioum, where a fmall river unites with the Irrawaddy, 
the face of the country refumed its vcrdasft appearance, and the trees fliot up with 
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their ufual vigour. The bed of the river from bank to bank, was very wide ; we 
judged it to be four miles ; but the dream, being divided into different channels, 
formed low intermediate iflands of land, which arc covered when the waters attain 
their utmoft height. On the left vve law the town of Scmbevvghcwn, whence there is 
a road that leads through the wellern hills into Arracan, which is accounted much the 
leaft difficult paffage } this is the place to which all Bengal • articles of merchandize 
imported by way of Arracan art; brought, and are here embarked on the Irrawaddy. 
Shortly after wc law a large town on the ealtern fide, with fevcral neat temples ; it 
was called Pakang-yay : lofty palmyra, the tamarind, and banyan trees, fpread a 
pleafant fhade around it ; here alfo were fome heavy trading boats. The wellern 
ffiore feemed rich and level ; we brought-to about fix in the afternoon, a little below 
Sillah-mew, a large town remarkable for its manufactories of filk. The fleet had not 
long been moored when the retail merchants flocked down to the water fide to difpofc 
of their wares} they carried in lackered boxes pieces of filken cloth, and of filk and 
cotton mixed, which they offered for fale at what I confidered a very high price. I 
was alked fifteen tackal, about 2 I. fterling, for a piece of moderate finenels, five yards 
long, and barely one yard wide : they were moftly woven in patterns adapted to the 
Birman drefs. The filk, of which thefe goods are made, comes from Yunan, the 
fouth-weft province of China : it is brought from Ummerapoora to this place in % 
raw Hate, and is returned in the web. The colours are bright and beautiful, but do 
not appear to be durable ; the texture is clofe and ftrong } and it wears, as I was 
informed, much longer than any China or Indian manufacture. 

Sillah-mew is a handfome town, lhaded by wide fpreading trees, and embelli/hed 
with feveral temples. A linooth bank Hoping to the river, and clothed with the 
fineft verdure, adds much to its beauty. The foil in general is but poor ; fome fields 
were regularly fenced, and cattle in large herds were grazing in the neighbourhood. 
Dr. Buchanan informed me that he faw the crotolaria juncea growing fpontancoully, 
which would yield good hemp or flax. 

On the fixth of July we made but little way; the current was violent, and the 
wind not ftrong enough to enable us to item it : we were obliged to have recourfe 
to poies, and w ere puflied forward with exceffivc labour by the boatmen ; in one place 
where an iflaml cont racled the ftream, we feat out an anchor a-head in a finall cutter, 
and hauled on it by a hawfer. The Arracan mountains appeared to the weft, and a 
conlpicuous hill, lofty, and of a conical form, called Poupa, was in fight to the 
eaftward : a few villages, and many temples, ikirled the banks. In the afternoon 
the fleet made faft to the oaftern fhore ; there was neither town nor village nigh } it 
was about four miles below Seenghoo ; and though we faw little cultivation, there 
were feveral herds of cattle. Dr. Buchanan, whole ardour for botanical refearches 
often made me apprehenfive for his fafety, in wandering through the thickets in quell 
of plants, heard the report of a mufket at a diltance ; on his approach to the ipot, 
he found fome peafants about to fkin a bullock that had juft been killed by a tiger : 
the ffiot had cauled the animal to abandon his prey, and in its retreat it moll fortunately 
took another way from that which the Doctor came. This was ndt the only time that 
his thirft after knowledge, and reliance upon his gun, led him into danger-. A 
mufket is a very precarious defence againft the fudden affault of the mcift ferocious and 
terrible of all animals. 

"WhiHl we were at tea, the Serco informed us, that further on theft? is a fmall 
river which enters the Irrawaddy, at a place called Yoo-wa, and that two days 
journey up this river is a large town called Yoo-miou } he obferved alfo, that an 
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extenfive tra£t of country is inhabited by a people called Yoo, whom be reprefented 
as exceedingly ugly, having protuberant bellies and white teeth. The Birmans, it is 
to be obferved, both men and women, colour their teeth, their eyela/hes, and the 
edges of their eyelids, with black *. The Yoos are fubjefts of the Birman ftate, and 
obferve the fame religious wor/hip ; they fpeak the language of Tavay, which is 
nothing more than a provincial dialed! of the Birman tongue. 

We left our nightly Ration at the cuftomary hour, and, favoured by a fair breeze, 
failed through a country diverfified by fmall barren hills, on which there was little 
vegetation, and by green fertile valleys, cultivated and laid out in farms. The 
petrifa&ions, like thofe we found at Yaynangheoum, were frequent here : indigo was 
growing in one of the valleys. About twelve o’clock we came to a rocky point that 
projected far into the river, round which the current fet with fuch exceffive rapidity 
that our boats were a long time in getting paft, and did not at length effect it without 
difficulty and fome danger. The Maywoon obligingly fent his war-boats to our 
afliftance. After we had lurmounted this impediment, we came to a green level bank, 
where there was a wide range of pafturage, and many cattle feeding. Seenghoo is a 
large town ; in its neighbourhood, and for a great diftance along the eaftern bank, 
fmall temples were built clofe to the river. We did not make much way in this 
day’s journey, although our labour was great. In the evening we brought-to near 
Keahoh, a poor village where the inhabitants get their livelihood by extracting molaffes 
from the palmyra tree, of which they make tolerably good fugar. 

Although the foil near the river is in mod places unproductive and barren, yet, 
as we advanced northwards on the following day, population increafcd. Every little 
hill and riling ground was crowned with a temple; that of Logah-nundah is diftinguifficd 
for its fuperior fize ; it is a clumfy inelegant mafs of building, elevated on a 
femicircular terrace ; the bafe is painted with different colours, and the cupola is 
richly gilded. 

Leaving the temple of Logah-nundah, we approached the once magnificent city of 
Pagahm. Wc could fee little more from the river than a few /haggling houfes, which 
bore the appearance of having once been a connected ftreet : in faCt, fcarcely any 
thing remains of ancient Pagahm, except its numerous mouldering temples, and 
the veftiges of an old brick fort, the ramparts of which are /till to be traced. The 
town of Neoundah, about four miles to the north, which may be called a continuation 
of Pagahm, has flouri/hed in proportion as the latter has decayed. We paffed a fmall 
river named in the days of fplendour, Shoe-kiaung, or the Golden Stream : here we 
/pent a night, rendered unpleafant by the ftormy weather. 

We reached Neoundah early on the 9th of July. At this place the deputation 
from the capital, of which I had been apprized by the Shawbunder, was waiting my 
arrival. The Seree informed me, that a temporary houfe, which I faw on a clear 
piece of ground about 100 yards from the brink, had been ereCted as a compliment 
to me ; it was much larger than that which the Maywoon had prepared at Meeaday. 
Early in the aftemopn I left my boat, and was received at the houfe by the Birman 
officers with every formal teftimony of refpeCt ; on a part of the floor, elevated a few 
inches, a carpet was fpread, on which I took my feat. The principal perfon of the 
deputation was* a Woondock, or junior counfellor of ftate; the others were the 

f 

* This culom is not confined to the Birmans, particularly the operation of colouring the eyelafhes ; 
the women of Hindollan and Perfia commonly pradtife it ; they deem it beneficial as well as becoming* 
The coUyrium they ufe is called furma, the Periian name of antimony. 
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governor of a diftriS called Miengdong north of Ava, the governor of Pein-keing 
bordering on China, and the commandant of the Siamefe guards, 'l'lm Woondoca. 
was a lively man, about forty-five years old ; the reft appeared of more advanced 
age, not Id's than fixty-five or feveruy : they all wore the tl'aloe, or chain of nobility. 
The Woondock, though from his fcation he had the precedence of the red, yet was 
not of fuch high rank as the two governors. The utmofl decorum was preferv.-d at 
this meeting ; the Woondock fpoke in the name of the others, and Baba-Sheen inter- 
preted in the language of Hindoftan. After pompoufly expatiating upon the honour 
which His Birman majefty had been pleafed to confer on me, by lending a deputati >n 
to welcome me, and a barge with war boats to tow it, he afked fome trivial queftioris, 
and offered his fervices to procure whatever we Hood in need of. Having difeourfed 
for a fhort time, a band of mufic and a company of dancing girls were introduced ; 
drums, gongs, the Indian fyrinda, or guitar, the Birman harp and fiddle, with loud 
and harm clarionets, almoft deafened us with their noife. Among the dancers, one 
girl much excelled her companions in fymmetry of form and elegance of movement ; 
flie was richly drelfed, and in fhewing the modes of dancing praclifed in different 
countries, difplayed a fine perfon to great advantage. The manner of Calfay is mofl 
confonant to the Englilh tafte, in which the time varies fuddenly from quick to flow. 
The entertainment, however, feemed entirely loft upon the elders, who fat in folemn 
infenfibility, chewing their beetle nut, and regarding with profound gravity the volup- 
tuous attitudes of a very beautiful woman. The amufement did not end till part nine 
o’clock. I direfted a few pieces of filver to be diftributed among the muficians and 
dancers. The Birman officers re tired without ceremony, and we palfed the night on 
board our refpe&ive boats. 

The next morning I was again vifited in form, with the additional honour of the 
company of the Maywoon of Pegue, a compliment which, either from pride or policy, 
he had never before condefcended to pay ; the Woondock, however, was here his 
fuperior. We converfed for an hour on indifferent fubje&s, and the Maywoon informed 
his friends that Dr Buchanan was a botanift, and had made feveral drawings of plants. 
On a wilh being expreffed to fee them, the Doctor obligingly gratified their curiofity 
with a fight of fome that had been executed by the Bengal painter, under his own 
infpettion ; thefe were inftantly recognifed by the Birmans, who mentioned the names 
of the originals : they are themfelves fond of vegetable productions, which they ufe 
very generally in medicine. About eleven o’clock the affembly broke up, and it was 
fettled that we ihould purfue our journey on the following day. 

The remaining time was fpent in viewing as much of this once flourifhing city as the 
Ihortnefs of our ftay would admit. On entering the town, we came into a long, nar- 
row, winding ftreet, about thirty feet wide ; the houfes were built of bamboo, and 
raifed from the ground : this ftreet was full of Ihops, containing no other articles than 
lackered ware : boxes, trays, cups, & c. vamilhed in a very neat manner, were dif- 
played in the front of the Ihops ; they were of various colours ; fome had figures painted 
on them, others wreaths of flowers. Leaving this ftreet, we crofted a water-courle on 
a good wooden bridge, and came to the bazar, or provifion market : the green-ftalls 
feemed to be well provided with rice, pulfe, greens, garlic, onions, and fruit ; there 
were alfo frelh filh, Gnapee, and dead lizards, which latter the Birmans account a 
delicacy : but there was not any meat. In our progrefs, we paffed over another bridge, 
and faw fev, ral ftreets running in parallel lines ; fome of thefe were inhabited by car- 
riers, whole cattle were feeding on rice ftraw round their houfes. Having reached 
the extremity of the town in this dir Sion, we came upon a well paved road, that led 
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to the great temple named Shoezeegoon, to which we proceeded. On each fide of 
the road there was a range of ltna.ll temples, neglected and in ruins i the kioums, or 
monafteries, wore in good repair, and we faw fome handfome houfes for the acco m- 
modation of flrangcrs? Shoezeegoon is neither l'o large nor fo well built as the tem- 
ples at Rangoon or Pegue ; the height does not exceed 150 feet : it is furrounded by 
a fpacious area paved with broad flags, on which there are a number of Idler buildings, 
profufely gilded, and laborioufly carved. A ftaircafc on the outfide leads up to a gal- 
lery, about a third of the height of the principal temple, whence we had an extenfive 
profpeft of the country, which appeared to be exceedingly unproductive and barren : 
the ruins of innumerable religious buildings w'ere to be feen in every direction, which 
cover a fpace of ground not lefs than fix or feven miles along the river, and three miles 
inland. Pagahm is laid to have been the refidence of forty-five fucceflive inonarchs, 
and was abandoned 500 years ago in confequence of a divine admonition : whatever 
may be its true hiftory, it certainly was once a place of no ordinary fplendour. Return- 
ing by a different way, we walked through an alley occupied by blackfmiths’ fhops. 
furnifhed with bill-hooks, fpike hails, adzes, ike. A little farther on we faw the ruins 
of a ftreet that had been confumed by fire only two days before : from feventy to 
eighty houfes were deftroyed by the conflagration. It was the Tackally, and the fuf- 
ferers were the already wretched, the milerablc public proflitutcs. 

In the afternoon I dircCfed my walk fouthward, and was much furprized at the num- 
ber of religious edifices I beheld. They differ in ltructure f rom thofe w'hich we had 
feen in the lower provinces ; inftead of a flender ipire riling to a great height from an 
expanded bafe, the temples of Pagahm, in general, carry up a heavy breadth to very 
near the top, and then come abruptly to a point, which give a clumfy appearance to 
the buildings. Many of the molt ancient temples at this place are not folid at the bot- 
tom ; a well arched dome fupports a ponderous fuperftruCture ; within, an image of 
Gaudma fits enfhrined ; four Gothic doorways open into the dome : in one of thefe I 
law a human figure (landing ereCl, which the Seree* told me was Gaudma ; and an- 
other of the fame perfonage lying on his right fide afleep, both of gigantic ftature. 
The divinity, however, is rarely to be found in thefe attitudes ; the pofture in which 
he is generally depidured is fitting crofs-legged on a pedeftal, adorned with reprefent- 
ations of the leaf of the facred lotus carved upon the bafe ; the left hand of the image 
refts upon his lap, and the right is pendent. Palling through the fuburbs, we came 
to a part where the inhabitants were employed in expreffing oil from the fefamum feed : 
the grain is put into a deep wooden trough, in which it is preflfed by an upright timber 
fixed in a frame ; the force is increafed by a long lever, on the extremity of which a 
man fits and guides a bullock that moves in a circle, thus turning and preffing the feed 
at the fame time : the machine was Ample, and anfwered the purpofe effe&ually. 
There were not lefs than 200 of thofe mills within a narrow compafs. From the cir- 
cumftance of the cattle being in good order, we concluded that they were fed on the 
feed after the oil was extracted. The land about Pagahm fcarcely yields fuflkient vege- 
tation to nourifh goats. 

* I fufpeft the authenticity of my information on this point, which, I imagine, proceeded from igno- 
rance in the Seree. * Of thefe figures, which he called Gaudma, I conceive the one erect to be the Hindoo 
Aatnda, the other, Na-ra-ysui, fleeping on the waters. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX . — Embark on board the royal Barge. — Leave Pagahm. — Singular Caves. 
— Birman Hermits. — Pa/s Sirraykioum. — Gncrroutoh. — Country populous. — Shwaye - 
dong. — Kconzeec. — Touchecc. — Lccpac , or pickled Tea. — Kiouptaun , or Line of 
Rocks. — Tanoundain. — Tirroup-mcw , or Chincfc Town. — The Keenducm a large 
River. — Caffay Boatmen. — Taudaboo. — Manufactory of Earthen-ware. — Summci - 
kioum. — Manufactory of Saltpetre and Gunpowder. — Gnameaghee. — Tobacco Plan- 
tations. — Sandaht, or Elephant Village. — Meahmoo. — Tapadain. — The S haw- 
bunder returns. — Kiouptaloun. — Periodical Ri/ings of the River. — Ancient Ava : — 
defeription of it. — Temple of Shocgunga Praw. — Beautiful Situation of Chagain. — 
Appearance of Ummerapoora, the Capital. — Tounzemahn. — Spacious Lake — Reft* 
deuce of the Briiijh Deputation > and Reception on our landing. 

AT nine o’clock in the morning of the nth of July I took pofieflion of the royal 
barge with ceremonious formality, accompanied by the Woondock and Baba-Sheen. 
The platform on the outfide contained fpace for thirty-two rowers, fixteen on each fide ; 
but on this occafion the oars were not fattened, as it was meant to be drawn by war 
boats : the infide was divided into three fmall apartments, handfomely fitted up ; the 
roof and fides were lined with white cotton, and the floor covered with carpets and 
fine mats. 1 proceeded in this barge till one o’clock, and then returned to my own 
boat, which was a much more convenient though lefs dignified conveyance. 

After leaving Neoundah the eaftern bank of the river rifes to a perpendicular 
height, eighty or one hundred feet above the river. In the fide of the cliff', rather 
more than half way up, we faw fome apertures refembling doorways, and were told 
that they were entrances into caves which had formerly been inhabited by hermits, who, 
defirous of withdrawing from the world, had excavated thefe abodes with their own 
hands, and dwelt in them for the remainder of their lives, preferving no farther inter- 
courfe with their fellow creatures than what was neceflary to receive their food, which 
was lowered down to them by a rope. The Birmans do not inflitt on themfelves dif- 
guftful tortures after the manner of the Hindoos, but they deem it meritorious to mor- 
tify the flefh by the voluntary penance of abftemioufnefs and felf denial. Solitary feclu- 
fion has, at fome period or other, been accounted praifeworthy in molt countries : dur- 
ing the reign of monkilh fuperftition it prevailed very commonly throughout Europe : 
our legendary tales are not wholly unfounded : the Hermit of Warkworth is laid to 
have had its origin from a fatt. Birmans, however, though bigotted, are not gloomy, 
and are in general blefled with a difpofition too cheerful to retire from the world in 
hopelefs defpondency, or fullen difeontent. 

Our journey this day was flow, and we perceived little that differed from what has 
already been deferibed : the iflands formed by the river were long, and fucceeded each 
other with fuch fmall intervals, that the full breadth of the river, from bank to bank, 
feldom could be feen ; we judged it to be in mod places three miles wide : our boats 
kept near the eaftern fhore, and pafled, on that fide, the towns "of Sirraykioum and 
Gnerroutoh. During the latter part of the day, the country l'eemed fertile, and the 
foil richer than in the neighbourhood of Pagahm ; the number of inhabitants and cat- 
tle denoted a confiderable population. In the evening we brought-to near Shwayedong, 
a fmall but neat town, containing about 300 houfes ranged in a regular ftreet j each 
dwelling had a fmall garden, fenced with a bamboo railing. Two monafteries and a 
few fmall temples did not claim particular notice, but the tall and wide-fpreading trees 
that over-ihadowed them were objects of pleafing contemplation. 

15. On 
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On the next day, July 1 2th, we continued our journey, fometimes going fait, at others 
flow and with difficulty, as the wind favoured us, the reaches of the river winding lb 
much that we had it on all quarters. Keozee, on the eaftern fide, was the place of 
mod confequence, and was ornamented with feveral neat temples. At half part five 
in the evening I went on fliore, and found the adjacent country divided into fields, 
which, at a proper feafon, are cultivated ; the remains of a tobacco plantation, that had 
produced a crop in the former year, were yet lying on the ground : detached hills ap- 
peared to the eaftward. We brought- to, and fpent the night near a fmall village called 
Toucheac, to the north of Yebbay. Here the inhabitants get their livelihood by felling 
laepac, or pickled tea-leaf, of which the Birmans are extremely fond. The plant, I was 
informed, grows at a place called Palong-miou, a diftritt to the north-call of Ummc- 
rapoora ; it is very inferior to the tea produced in China, and is feldom ufed but as 
a pickle. 

On the following day we kept clofe to the eaftern fhore, and the breadth of the river 
being in molt places from three to five miles, it was not eafy minutely to diftingu'lh 
objetts on the weftern bank. The country, as we advanced north, increafcd in popula- 
tion, and improved in agriculture ; the land every where indicated a deficiency of rain, 
being parched, and broken into deep fifl’ures, owing to the want of moifture. We 
underftood that the feafon had been remarkably dry ; rain, however, was Ihortly ex- 
petted. The river, notwithftanding the failure of the monfoon, continued to rife. 
We palled, on the eaftern fide, Kiouptaun, or the Line of Rocks, Tanoundain, a refpett- 
able town, with feveral other towns and villages. In the evening we brought-to at an 
ifland oppofite Tirroup-mew, or Chinefe City : there is a fmall dillritt that bears the fame 
name, called fo in commemoration of a vittory gained here over an army of Chinefe 
that invaded the Birman empire feme centuries ago, at the period when Pagahm was the 
feat of government ; whence it appears, that the Chinefe have long confidered this king- 
dom as a defirable conqueft, and have made more than one fruitlefs attempt to accom- 
plilh its fubjettion. . 

The next day we flopped five miles above Tirroup-mew, where the Keenduem min- 
gles its waters with thole of the Irrawaddy : this great river conies from the north-weft, 
and divides the country of Caflay from that of Ava. The Birmans fay, that it has its 
fource in a lake three months’ journey to the northward ; it is navigable, as far as the 
Birman territories extend, for velfels of burthen. An intelligent man belonging to 
Dr. Buchanan’s boat informed him, that the moll diftant town in the poffeffion of the 
Birmans on the Keenduem, was named Nakioung, and the firlt Shaan town * was called 
Thangdat. The entrance of the Keenduem feemed fomewhat lefs than a mile wide : the 
Irrawaddy, immediately above the junttion, became much narrower ; but I imagine a 
ftream was concealed, and that what appeared to be the limits of the river was the 
bank of an ifland formed by another branch. 

In the men who rowed the war-boats that accompanied the barge from Ummera* 
poora, I had remarked features differing much from the other boatmen, and a foftnefs 
of countenance that cefembled more the Bengal than the Birman charatter of face ; 
on inquiry, I learned that they were Caffayers, or the fons of Caifayers, who had been 
brought away from their native country, at times when the Birmans carried their pre- 
datory incurfions acrofs the Keenduem. Eaftern invaders who do not intend to occupy 
• 

* Shaan, or Shan, is a very comprehen five term given to different nations, fome independent, others the 
fubje&i of the greater ftat.n : thu., the Birmans frequently mention the Melap-Shaan, or Shaan fubjeft to 
the Birmaw ; the Yoodra-Sbaan # fubjeft to the Siamefe j the Caffay-Shaan, to the Caffayert, 
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the territories they overrun, ufually adopt the policy of conveying away the inhabitants, 
particularly children, whom they eftablifh within their own dominions, and thus acquire 
additional ftrength by augmenting the number of their fubje&s. This has been a 
practice of Afiatic warfare from time immemorial : the laft conteft of the Englifh with 
Iiydcr Ally depopulated the Carnatic. Children, until they attain a certain age, may 
be tranfplanted with fafety, and will ailimilate to any foil : but after arriving at the 
years of maturity, the moft lenient treatment will hardly reconcile the human mind to 
coercive detention in a foreign country. The fpot where a perfon has palled the tender 
years of life, the long remembered and impreflive interval between infancy and manhood, 
be it* where it may, is ever dear to him. I fhould willingly have converfed with the 
Caffay boat people refpe&ing their nation, but my fituation forbad me either to gratify 
my own curiofity, or function the enquiries of others. 

At ten o’clock we reached the town of Yandaboo, remarkable for its manufactories 
of earthen-ware ; and in the courfe of the day we paffed many towns and villages, on 
each fide agreeably lhaded by trees, particularly by the palmyra and the tamarind. 
Early in the evening we brought-to in a creek which 'leads up to a large town named 
Summci-kioum : after dinner Dr. Buchanan and myfelf took a walk along the margin 
of the creek, which carried us to the town by a wide circuit : we found the houfes, 
though numerous, mean, and very irregularly built ; the grounds in the neighbourhood 
were embanked for the cultivation of rice. The foil appeared to be good, but the 
inhabitants exprefled the utmofl anxiety on the fubjeCt of rain ; not a drop had yet fallen 
here, although in the common courfe of feafons the monfoon fhould have commenced 
three weeks earlier. The poor people were carefully hufbanding their rice-ftraw for 
the fupport of their cattle, large herds of which were endeavouring to pick up a fub- 
fiflence from the parched blades of grafs, in fields that were covered with duff in- 
ftead of verdure. The appearance of thefe animals befpoke exceflive poverty, if not 
aCtual famine. 

At Summci-kioum there is the greateft manufactory of faltpetre and gunpowder in 
the kingdom : here alfo is prepared the gunpowder that is required for the royal maga- 
zines : it is the foie occupation of the inhabitants. Neither faltpetre nor gunpowder 
are fuffered to be exported under any plea, nor can thefmalleft quantity be fold without 
a fpecial licence from foine man in power. 

Early in the morning we left the neighbourhood of gunpowder and faltpetre : 
temples ami villages lined the banks fo thickly that it would be tedious to enumerate 
them. At nine o’clock we flopped at Gnameaghee, celebrated for producing the belt 
tobacco in the Birman empire ; many brick-kilns were on fire, preparing materials for 
building temples, of which there appeared to be already a fufficient number. Purfuing 
our journey, we palled numerous iflands, fome of them were cukivated, and had 
houfes, inhabitants, and trees. Towards evening the wind fuddenly rofe to a ftorm ; 
Mr. Wood and myfelf reached Sandaht, or Elephant Village ; Dr. Buchanan’s boat 
could not make head againft: wind and ftream, and dropped an anchor ; perceiving his 
fituation, I difpatched one of the war-boats to his aid, when the united efforts of both 
crews foon brought him in fafety to the fleet. Sandaht is a fmall town, which, toge- 
ther with the lands adjacent, is occupied entirely by the elephant-keepers belonging to 
the royal ftables. The King is the foie proprietor of all the elephants in his domi- 
nions, and the privilege to ride on or keep one of thefe animals is an honour granted 
only to men of the very firft rank and confequcnce : His Birman Majefty is faid to 
poffefs 6000. In India, female elephants are prized beyond males, on account of their 
being more traflable i but in Ava it is the reverfe j females are never ufed on ftate 

occafions. 
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occafions, and feldom for ordinary riding, which caufes the oilier lex to be of much 
higher value : it rarely happens, however, that either one or the other is to be pur- 
chafed ; the King’s exclufive right, and the limited ufe that is made of them, prevent 
their becoming an article of common fale. 

We fet out at an early hour next morning ; Meahmoo, on the wellcrn fide, appeared 
from the water to be a large town, (haded by groves ol palmyra trees : it is remarkable 
for a manufactory of coarfe chequered cotton cloth, fuch as is worn by the lower clals 
of people, Yapadain, a town on thecaftern fide, was diftinguilhed byleveral temples, 
and a handfome monaftery. About twelve o’clock 1 he Shaw bunder, who, after the 
interview at Loonghee had returned to Ava, again met us ; he had travelled with great 
expedition, having been at court, and made his report : the pro lent vifit was a fpon- 
taneous act of civility ; he poflefled a frnall jaghire, or pcrlonal ellate, in the neighbour- 
hood, where he had prepared fume refrefhments, of w hich he requefted 1 would flop 
to partake. 1 complied with his defire, and accompanied him to a bower formed in a 
clump of bamboos on the bank of the river, and (haded from the fun by an artificial 
awning of grafs : here wc found a profufion of fruits, milk, butter, and preferves, in 
diflies laid out on carpets ; a company of dancing girls and muficians from a neighour- 
ing village entertained us with their mufic and graces. 1 remained as fhort a time as 
was confiflent with civility, and then purfued my voyage. We puffed iri our progrefo 
feveral populous villages plcafantly fituated, and adorned with well-inclofed gardens 
and orchards of plantain, guava, and other fruit-trees. At night we brought-to at. 
Kiouptaloum, where a large temple, furrounded by feveral frnall buildings, was the only 
object that merited particular attention. 

Next day we got under way at the cuftomary hour, and made but flow prog refs, the 
wind heading us fo far that the fquare fails of the Birman boats could not keep full ; 
oars and poles were plied with vigour. The river, which, though it had not yet rifen 
to its utmoft periodical height, had overflowed its banks, filled all the watercourfes, 
and inundated the low grounds adjacent to its bed. As the force of the current lay in the 
middle of the ftream, in order to avoid its influence we frequently navigated through 
fields, in which the tall grafs and reeds appeared above the furface of the water, and 
the trees had their Items immerfed beneath the flood. The fweliing of the Irrawaddy 
is not influenced by the quantity of rain which falls in the vallies, but by the torrents 
that rufh down from the mountains. Notwithllanding the drought in the champaign 
country had been greater this year than ufual, the river was twollen to its regular 
height, which, I was informed, it rarely fell fhort of or exceeded : indeed, this part of 
the country is feldom refrefhed by copious rains, but, like Egypt, d« -pends on the over- 
flowing of its river to fertilize the foil. The Irrawaddy, during the monloon months, 
riles and fubfides three or four times. As our diftanco from Uminerapoora dimlnilhed, 
towns and villages on each fide recurred at fuch fhort intervals, that it was in vain to 
enquire the name of each diftinct aflernblage of houfes ; each, however, had its name, 
and was for the mod part inhabited by one particular ciafs of people, profcfling fonte 
feparate trade, or fallowing fame peculiar occupation. W e were fhewn a tomb civch d 
to the memory of a perfon of high diftin&ion, who had been accidentally drowned near 
that place fifteen years before ; it was an oblong brick building, one flory high, with 
eight or nine doors opening towards the river. Many beautiful temples and kioums 
would have engaged our attention had we not already feen fuch numbers, and been 
afiurcu that all we had viewed fell far fhort of thofe which we fhould have an opportunity 
of beholding at the capital. We brought-to late in the evening, at the lower landing- 
place of what was once the city of Ava, and the metropolis of all the Birman empire. 
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or rather fouthern fhore, appeared, from' their unmteirupted fucceffion, to be afcbntinued 
town, or the iuburbs of a city. * ' 

At twelve o’clock we came to the mouth of the channelthat communicates with 
the lake of Tounzomahn, through which it receives its waters from the river. Ihe 
fituation of Unnncrapotfra has already been delcribed; the fouthern face of the fort 
is wafhed, during the rainy feuion, by the waves of the lake, and the houfes of the city 
and fuburhs extend along the bank as far as the extreme point of land. Acrols the 
lake, and oppofite to the fort, hands the ftnall village of Tounzemahn, near which, in 
a tall grove of mango, palmyra, and cocoa-nut trees, a dwelling was prepared for the* 
Britifh deputation. On entering the Lake, the number of boats that were moored, as in 
a harbour, to avoid the influence of the fwceping flood, the Angularity of their con- 
ftru&ion, the height of the wafers, which threaten inundation to the whole city, and' 
the amphitheatre of lofty hills that nearly furrounded us, altogether prelim ted a novel 
leone, exceedingly mtereffiug to a Itrangor. We rowed towards the grove, whilfl: the 
greater part of the fleet went to the oppofite fide : on reaching the bank, I perceived a 
war-boat belonging to the Maywoon of Pogue, who, I undcrftoood, was at the grove 
waiting our arrival. 1 was received on landing by Baba-Sheen, and fome inferior offi- 
cers ; they accompanied me to the houfe, which wasfituated about three hundred yards 
from the Wink of the lake, overfliado\vcd by lofty trees, fhat completely defended it 
from the meridian fun. When we came to the entrance of the virando, or balcony, 
the Maywoon of Pogue, the governor of Bamoo, a province bordering on China, and 
the Woondock before mentioned, welcomed me to, the capital. Being leafed on car- 
pets fpread along the floor, the converfation turned on general topics, and particularly 
on European geography, a fubjcct on which the governor of Bamoo appeared very 
defirous of information. After fome time, the Woondock, addrefling himfeif to me, 
faid, that llis Birman Majefty had been abfent a few months, at a country refidence 
named Meengoung, where he was eroding a magnificent temple to their divinity 
Gaudma, but was expected to return foon to Ummerapoora ; that in the mean 
time inllrudions had been given to his miniflers to provide every thing requifite for 
the accommodation of the Englifh gentlemen, and that Baba-Sheen was commandecf 
to refide near us, in order to fupply our wants, and to communicate our wiflies : to this 
the Maywoon of Pogue added, that the two inferior Screes, or provincial under fecre- 
taries, who had accompanied us from Rangoon, were likewile directed to attend to our 
orders ; and being perfons to whom we were accuftomcd, would probably be more 
agreeable to us than entire ftrangers. 

Thcfe polite and hofpitablc attentions were received and acknowledged by me with 
real latisfattion ; nor was it at all dirninifhed by the freedom with which the Woondock 
informed me, that it was contrary to the etiquette of the Birman court, for a public 
minifler from a foreign nation to go abroad before his firft audience. He therefore 
hoped I would not crofs the lake in perfon, or fuffer any of my people to do fo, until 
the ceremonials were j>aft ; but as our cuftoms differed from theirs, and the Europeans 
habituated themfclves to take exercife, I was at full liberty to walk or ride into the 
country, or over tlrn plains that lay between our dwelling and the hills, as far as I 
thought proper ; recommending to me, at the fame time, not to go to any grejtt 
diftance, as it would be confidered by the common people in the light of a derogation 
foojn my own confequence, I thanked him for his counfel, which was delivered with 
many expreffions of civility, and readily acquiefced in what he allured me was an 
eftaWifced cuftom. 


This 
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This ;ufage of ^farting a public minifter fronj entering the capital previous to his 
firft formal prefentation, 1 underilood, was neither recent nor uncommon ; it has long 
been the known pi$6lice of the Birman and Siamefe governments ; Monfieur Loub^re 
makes mention of it in his Account of an Embaffy to Siam, fent from the court of 
Louis the Fourteenth. It is founded on that cautious policy which governs all nations 
call ward of India in their intercourfe with foreign ftates. 


CHAP.* X. — Place of Rcjidence deferibed. — Deputation from China provincial , not 
imperial . ■ — Rhoom, a Building fomc times dttachcil to private Houfes — Rea fail of it. — 
Munificence of the Birman Government. — Letter from General Kr /line— opened by 
the Birman Minijler — Apology. — Appearance of the adjacent Country — parched for 
Want of Rain. — Caffay Farmers. — Women indujlrious — row the Boats — fond of 
frying. — Chine fe Mufu difeordant and trouble fome . — Indolence of the Chine fe. — 
King returns to the Capital. — • Eclipfe of the Moon. — Rcafon of Delay. — Pride of 
the Court — its PunftliUoufncfs. — Letter from the Governor General tra /fated . — 
Prefcnt a Memorial. — F.mbajfies u fu ally confijl of three Members. — V fit from the 
junior Deputies from China. — Whimfical Ceremony. — Return the Vifit. — Subjeit of 
Converfation. 

AS foon as my vifitors took their leave, I made a furvey of our new habitation ; 
it was a fpacious houfe of one ftory, railed from the ground fomewhat more than two 
feet, and better covered than Birman houfes ufually are : it confided of two good 
fized rooms and a large virando, or balcony : the partitions and walls were made of 
cane mats, with latticed windows in the fidcs ; the lhape of the roof was fuch as 
diftinguilhes the houfes of nobles : it was altogether a comfortable habitation, and well 
adapted to the climate. Mr. Wood had a final ler houfe eredted behind mine, and 
parallel to it ; and Dr. Buchanan another at right angles. Small feparate huts were 
con fir u tiled for the guard, and for our attendants ; the whole was furrounded by a 
(thing bamboo paling, which inclofed a court-yard. There were two entrances by 
gates, one Ml front of my houfe, the other backwards ; at each of thefe, on the 
outfide of the paling, was a (hed, in which a Birman guard was polled, to prote& 
us from thieves, keep olf the populace, and probably to watch and report our 
movements. 

On the fkirts of the fame grove, in a line with our dwelling, fimilar houfes were 
ere&ed for three Chinefe deputies, who had arrived at Uinmerapocra about two 
months before us : thefe perfonages were reprefented as compofing a royal million 
from the imperial city of Pekin ; but circumftanccs early led me to fufpedl that their 
real character did not rife higher than that of a provincial deputation from Manchegce, 
or Yunan, the fouth-weft province of China, which borders on the kingdom of 
Ava: a conjecture that was afterwards confirmed. They had accompanied the 
Governor of Barnoo, which is the frontier province, to the capital ; and I underllood 
that their bufinefs was to adjull fomc mercantile concerns relating*) the jee, or martj 
where the commodities' of the two empires are brought and bartered. It was not at all 
improbably, that the million had been functioned by the authority* of the Empetor 
of China, especially as the principal member of it was a native of Rekin, 1 and had 
lately come from thence : but the falfe pride of the Birman court fuggefied . the 
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puerile * expedient of reprefenting k to us as an imperial embafiy ^ a.diftlndion to 
which, ! was privately informed from an authentic (otu$ei, ' it ftcrifeBedi ■ 
whatever. The members, however, were treated, apparejntw witih inuch personal 
refpeft and attention. ‘ *' * . *] 

The building denominated Rhoom has already been* defcribed as the official hall 
of juftice, where the members of provincial governments and all municipal officers, 
are accuftomed to affemble for the tranfadion of public bufmefs. Every man of high 
rank in the Birman empire is a magiftrate, and has a place of this defeription and 
name contiguous to his dwelling; but always on the outfide of the enclofure of his 
court-yard, and not furrounded by any fence or railing, in order to manifeft publicity, 
and mew that it is the feat of majefty and juftice, to which all mankind may have 
free accefs. An imperial mandate to a governor, or an order from a governor to a 
petty miougee, or chief of a fmall town * or diftfid, is . invariably opened and read 
aloud in this fandtified hall. The Birman government in the adininiftration of public 
affairs, fuffers no fuch thing as privacy or concealment. The rhoom is likewife an 
appendage of dignity, as it denotes him to whofe habitation it is annexed to be a perfon 
of rank and confequence : a building of this fort was erected within a few yards of the 
front gate of our inclofure. 

For two days after our landing, the boatmen and fervants were employed in tranf- 
porting our baggage from the boats to the houfe, and our time was chiefly taken up 
m arranging the domeftic economy of our new refidence, in which we found a liberal 
provifion of all fuch neceffaries as the natives themfelves require ; my rooms were 
carpeted, but the chairs, tables, &c. were my own. Rice, gee (clarified butter), 
firewood, arid' pots for,.. drafting victuals, were fupplied to our people in abundance. 
A few flails, or petty fhops, were eftablifhed in the grove, to afford the fmaller 
ingredients of cookery, fuch as greens, fpices, fait, tamarinds, Icc. Here alfo 
tobacco and beetle leaf were fold ; and to enable our attendants to purchafe fuch 
articles, pne hundred tackal, about 12I. fterling, were diftributed amongft them: 
this was an ad of munificence which I with great difficulty avoided the obligation of, in 
my own perfon ; but no remonftrance could prevail on the Birman officer to difpenfe 
with it in the inflance of our domeftics. 

The delinquent refugees, of whom mention has been made in a former part of this 
work as having been Surrendered by order of the governor-general, to the juftice Sf 
their country, had reached Ummerapoora fome weeks previous to our arrival. The 
Birman guard that cfcorted them had brought a letter direded to me from Gefiefral 
Erfkine, the Englifh commander at Chittigong ; this letter the Birman minifter, as it 
was alleged, through miftake, but more probably by defign, caufcd to be opened, 
and procured a tranflation from an Armenian interpreter. The circumftance was 
reported to the King, who ordered that the letter fhould be fafely depofited in the 
Lotoo, and given to me on my arrival : the royal injundions were pundually obeyed ; 
an officer, in his drefs of ceremony, brought it over. A propofal was firft made, 
thatlihouldgo myfelf to the rhoom, folicit its reftoration, receive it as an ad ‘of grace, 

* The Chinefe feem to have been actuated by a policy equally abfurd, when tl.icy informed Sir George 
Staunton, at the time* of the formal introdu&ion of Lord Macartney, that <( Aitioafladurs from 
were prcfdut; and that u Si$m, Ava, and Peguc were tributary to China j” fuch unworthy deceptions, 
not beiig cxpe&ed, could hardly be guarded againfL The courts of Ava and Pekin appear to refertible 
each pthcr m many po;nts ; but in none more that! in their vauity t which often manifeft* itfclf in a manner 
iriot iefs ridiculous th^coutemDtiblc. 

and 
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and do hotnage to the King, by bowing with my face towards the palace. From this 
Teritifely diffente#, *as the caufe ' of complain? was with me, arid confidence had in 
‘fome me^fure been violated by their breaking the leal. I do hot imagine that the propofi- 
tion originated from any authority, as it was immediately given up, and the letter, in* 
a' filk v wrapper, was formally prefented to me on a tray, by the officer who conveyed 
it acrofs the lake. 

Being now comfortably lodged, we had leifure to take a view of the circumjacent 
country, and obferve the objects that immediately furrounded us. Behind the grove 
in which we lived was a ftnooth extenfive plain, interfered by the embankments of 
what, in the paftyear, had been fields of rice, but which promifed, this feafon, to be 
■ an unproductive, wafte, owing to the uncommon drought : notwithflanding the fpot 
we were on was elevated very little above the prefent level of the lake, which had 
now nearly reached its utmoft height, yet the ground was parched up, and divided 
into chafms from want of moifture, Dark and rugged mountains, about eight miles 
diftant, bounded the profpeCt to the fouth-weft : fevcral final 1 villages were fcattered 
over the plain, and on the fkirts of the grove, inhabited, as we were informed, by 
native Caffayers, or the defeendants of Caffayers, who had been carried into 
captivity by the Birman invaders during their predatory expeditions acrofs the 
Keendeum. 

The Seree who accompanied me faid, that thefe people, whom he called Munniporeans, 
from Munnipore, the capital of Caffay, were in general become reconciled to their 
Hate of fervitude, owing to their having been brought away very young from their 
own country : the fuperior induftry.and fkill which they pollefs over the Birmans in 
different branches of handicraft, fupplied them with a comfortable fubfiftence. Thofe 
in our neighbourhood were farmers and gardeners, who cultivated pulfe, greens,, 
onions, and fuch vegetables as Birmans ufe ; thefe articles they tranfport at an early 
hour acrofs the lake to the city, where they retail them in the market, and bring 
home the produce at night; this bufinefs is moftly performed by females; one man, 
commonly a perfon in years, accompanies each boat, in which, ftanding eredl, he 
a£ts as fteerfman, whilft the women, ufually from ten to fourteen in number, fitting 
with their legs acrofs, row fhort oars, or ufe paddles, according to the fizcofthe 
veffel : when they fet out in a morning, they proceed iij filence ; but returning at 
night they join in jocund chorus, and time the flroke of their oars to the bars of their 
fong. We were ferenaded every evening from dufk till ten o’clock by fucceffive- 
partieS of thefe joyous females, whofe ftrains, though unpolilhed, were always melodious 
and pleafing. The Birmans, both men and women, are fond of finging whilft at 
work: it lightens their labour: “ fong fweetens toil, how rude foe’er the found.’* 
Unfortunately our mufic was not confined to thefe palling chantreffes ; there were 
other performers, lefs agreeable, nearer to us. Our neighbours, the deputies from 
China, unluckily for the repofe of thofe from Britain, happened to be amateurs in 
their way, and had amongft their dependants a felecl band of mufidans, fuch as I. 
Certainly had never heard equalled ; it is impoffible to deferibe* the horrible noifes 
that iffued jVom gongs, drums, cymbals, an inftrument with, two firings, which may 
b& called a fiddle, and fomething like a clarionet, that fent forth a found more grating 
to the ear than all the reft. This was their conftant nofturnal amufement, which 
never ended before midnight, and was not once remitted till the principal peffonage 
of the embaffy became fo indifpofed that he could endure it no longer* . Whilft he 
lingered, we enjoyed tranquillity ; but after his deceafe the concert ' recommenced. 
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$ru) continued, to our great annoyance, till they quitted the grove to return to their 
native country. > 

The oppofite habits of different nations were here ftrikingly evinced in the difiimi* 
-larity between the manners of the Englilh and thole, of the Chinefe ; the latter never 
left the precinds of their habitation, or mani felted a dcfire to leave it, except to loll in 
eafy chairs, and fmoke their long pipes in the cool of the evening on the margin of the 
lake, about two or three hundred yards in front of their houfe. The Englilh gentle- 
men accuftomed thernfelves either to walk or ride three or four miles in the morning 
before breakfaft, and the fame diltance in the afternoon, a circuniltance that did not 
efcape the notice of the Birmans. My cuftomary route was in a fouthern direction, 
over pathways that led through rice fields, in my return making a circuit along the 
green border of the lake. Although there was not the leaft caule to apprehend either 
injury or infolence, I was always attended in my excurfions by fix or eight Soldiers, 
and by as many of my private fervants, armed with fibres, who feemed to attract no 
lefs notice than myfelf. When 1 met any of the natives, particularly women, they 
fquatted down into the pollute of refpcct. As loon as the novelty of tny appearance 
had a little worn off, I was told that they were Rill anxious to know why a perfon 
consulting his own amufement, attd mailer of his own time, Ihould walk lo hilt ; but 
on being informed that I was “ a Colar,” or Rranger, ar.d that it was the cullont of 
my country, they were reconciled to this as well as to every other act that did not coin- 
cide with their own prejudices and tifage. 

In a few days the return of the King was announced by the difeharge of rockets, and 
by the general buftle that fo important an event caufed among all dailies of people : we 
law nothing of the difplay ; which we underltood, on this occalion, was not at all 
pompous. • 

The period of our arrival occurred at a juncture that fupplied the Birman court with 
a plaufible excufe for poftponing the consideration of public bufinefs, and delaying my 
formal reception, as well as the delivery of the letter front the governor-general to the 
King. It fo happened, that in the enfuing month there was to be an eclipfe of the 
moon, an operation of nature which they alcribe to the interference of a malignant 
demon. On fuch an occalion, affairs of Rate, ami all important matters of bufinefs 
that will admit of procrallinarion, are put oil' to the following month. The aflrolo- 
gers were afieinbled to conlult on the firft fortunate day after the lapfe of that in^ui- 
fpicious moon, w hen they difeovered that the Seventeenth of the month Touzelien, qpr- 
refponding with the 30th of Auguft, was the earlieR that would occur, and thatjday 
was accordingly appointed for the public reception of the Iinglilh embaffy. 

Caution and policy had, perhaps, as great a lhare with the Birmans as fuperftition, 
in thus retarding the ceremony of our introduction : it was to them a novel incident ; 
they were defirous to penetrate thoroughly into the objects we had in view, before any 
part of the fubjed came into formal dilcuflion. They might probably alfo wilh to have 
an opportunity to judge of our national character, and to determine, from our conduct, 
in what manner to regulate their own : if fuch were their motives, they were confiftent 
with that fagacity which I found invariably difplayed by the Birman government in all 
its refolutions and ads of a public nature. 

But the prevailing charaderiltic of the Birman court is pride ; like the Sovereign of 
China, His M&jefty of Ava acknowledges no equal ; indeed it is the fixed principle of 
all nations eaftward of Bengal, to confider foreign minifters as fuppliants come to Solicit 
protection, not as representatives who may demand redrefs j rather as valTals to render 
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homage, than as perfons veiled with authority to treat on equal terms. Of this fyftein 
I was early apprized, and felt no difappointment at hearing of a general rumour cur- 
rent among the higher ranks of Birmans, that a deputy had arrived from the Engli/h 
government, bearing tribute for their King. Reports of this nature were no other- 
wife regarded, than as an admonition to regulate my actions with fcrupulous circum- 
fpedtion. 

Amongft other regulations of this punctilious court, I was given to undcrltand, that 
it was not cuftomary for the King to receive any letter' in a formal manner without 
being prerioufly apprized of its contents. This created fome difficulty in rd’pecl to the 
lett('r from the governor-general, which Was at length furmounted by an agreement 
on my pan to admit of a copy being made in my prefence ; but it was ftipulatcd by 
them, that it fhould be tranferibed in the rhoom adjacent to my houfc, and not in my 
private refidence. In this propofal I acquiefced ; and accordingly a formal deputation, 
confiding of feven or eight officers of date, was directed to proceed to the rhoom, 
where they were to open the letter, and fee it properly tranferibed : thefe perfonages 
came with much parade, apparelled in their robes of ceremony ; on landing they 
walked directly to the rhoom, and, having taken their feats, font a her re nogee, or 
inferior officer, along with Baba-Sheen, to requed I would come, and bring with me 
the governor-general’s letter ; I obeyed this fuinmons, accompanied by the other 
gentlemen and our ufual attendants. On entering the rhoom, I was civilly de fired, 
as the occafion was a folemn one, to make obeifmee towards the piafath, or fpire of 
the royal palace, which was more than two miles diliant, a ceremony that I complied 
with by railing my right hand to my head, and making a flight inclination of my body, 
after the manner of the Mahomedan Salaam. B^jng l'ented, I delivered the letter, 
which was written in l'.nglifh and in Per fan, to the Woondock, or fuperior officer : 
it was immediately opened by a fecrctary : and an Armenian interpreter, named 
Muckatees, who lpoke and wrote Knglifh fluently, was ordered to make a copy in 
Englifh, whilft a Mufl'ulinan moonfhee made another in Perfian. When the writing 
Wits finiflied, 1 delivered a paper, which 1 defired might be laid before His Majefty’s 
council, declaratory, in general terms, of the friendly wifhes and views of the gover- 
nor-general in deputing trie to the Birman court, and expreffing my defire to maintain 
a confidential intercourse with fuch perfons as Ilis Majcfty, or his council, fhould think 
proper to authorize. 

The bufinefs being concluded, I returned to my houfe, and received a ceremonious 
vilttjfrom the Birman officers, among whom there were fome perfonages of high dif- 
tinefion ; a W oondock, but not the one that met me at Pagahtn, prefided ; the mailer 
of the elephants, the old governor of Peenkeing, two Seredogees, or lecretaries of 
flate, an 4 fome other officers, whofe names and flations 1 did not learn, were prefenr ; 
their robes, which were very graceful, were made either of velvet or flowered fatin, with 
wide bodies, and loofe fleeves : they were all invelled with the chain of nobility, and 
wore caps covered with light green taffety. Three, of higher rank than the reil, had 
a wreath of gold leaves encircling the bottom of their caps, not unlike the ftrawberry 
leaves in a ducal coronet ; their attendants, who were numerous, carried a variety of 
utenfils, fuch as their beetle box, water flaggon, drinking cup, and fpitting pot ; of 
which latter, from their filthy praflice of chewing beetle, they flood in conftant need. 
I regaled them with tea, and Englifh ralpberry jam fpread on bfeuits? although they 
praifed, I do not think they much relilhed pur preferve ; they ate fparingly, and re- 
frefhed themfelves with copious bowls of tea, unadulterated either by cream or l'ugar. 
About this time the Chincfe miniftcr, who has already been mentioned as labouring 
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under fevere indifpofition, font me a polite mefiage, exprefling his regret that; Ik? had 
it not in his power to vifit me in perfon, but that pis two cdlje^gues, would wait pn nte 
whenever I Ihould be at leifure to receive them } I returned my aclqaowledgments, and 
appointed the following day. „ 

It is cuflomary among nations eaftward of Bengal, when a public deputation is fent 
to a foreign court, to nominate three members, who conftitute a council : although 
the prefident or chief of thefc is invefted with all the power, and controls the proceed- 
ings of the reft, yet the diftinction between them is not fo wide as to preclude the 
juniors from a high degree of confequence being attached to their ftations ; and in 
cafe of the demife of the principal, the fenipr furvivor executes all diplomatic functions, 
thus wifely guarding againft any impediment which a cafuahy might throw-in the way 
of negotiation. 

The two junior members of the; Chinefe deputation came at the appointed hour, 
accompanied by feven or eight attendants. There is no peribnage on earth fo folemn 
and ceremonious as a Chinefe officer of ftate ; his dignity is preferred by profound 
filencc, unlcfs when occafion renders it nccdlary to cxercife the faculty of l'peech, 
which is always flow', monotonous, and dull ; even gentlemen, in the familiarity of 
private life, feldom depart from their gravity, or relax into a fmile. On entering a 
room where thei*e is company, good breeding is evinced by a modeft but pertinacious 
refufal to fit down till the maftcr of the houfe is firft feated, which would be an; equal 
violation of decorum on his part. This cuftom, I was told, fometimes produces a very 
ludicrous feene, and the guefts are not unfrequently obliged to be dragged to their 
chairs, and placed in them almoft by compulfion. My houfe being about to undergo 
fome alteration, I had caufed a fuite of tents, which I had brought with me, to be 
pitched for our temporary accommodation ; in thefc I made arrangements to receive 
my vifitors, who were exact to their time. On entering the door of the' marquee, they 
both made an abrupt ftop, and refilled all folicitation to advance to chairs, that had been 
prepared for them, until I fiiould firft be feated : in this dilemma Dr. Buchanan, who 
had vifited China, advifed me what was to be done ; I immediately feized on the fore- 
moft, whilft the dodlor himfelf grappled with the fecond : thus we foon fixed them in 
their feats, both parties, during the ftruggle, repeating Chin Chin, Chin Chin, the 
Chinefe term of lalutation. The convcrfation was not at. all lively or interefting ; for, 
though 1 fat between them, our words had to make a wide circuit before they reached 
each other’s comprehenfion. I fpoke in the language of Ilindoftan to a Muflulman 
who underftood Birman, he delivered it to a Birman who fpoke Chinefe, this Birman 
gave it to the firft oflicial domeftic, who repeated it to his mailer in the Chinefe 
tongue. Our wines, port, claret, and madeira, all excellent of their kind, were 
ferved up ; thefe, however, were too cold for Chinefe palates ; my vilitants did not 
feem to relifli them ; but when cherry-brandy was introduced, their approbation was 
manifefted by the fatisfadion with which each of them fvvallowed a large glafs-full of 
the liquor : they tafted our tea, and, before they .departed, politely prelented me with 
fome fans, two or three pieces of filk, two fmall boxes of tea* and three bpttles of 
fliouchou, a very fiery fpirit diftilled from rice, of which the Chinefe are ex,trejnely 
lond. I returned the visit on the following day, and was received with as much pomp 
and oftentation as circumftances would admit : in front of the houfe a filk cnfign 
waved, on which was embroidered the imperial dragon of China, and at their gate 
were fulpendefl whips and chains, importing the power which the owner poflefled to 
inflict corporal punifhment. The two junior members met me at the threlhold of 
their habitation, apologized for the unavoidable abfencc of the chief perfonage, and 
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introduced me into a hall, the walls of which were concealed by fereens of filk, and 
the chairs covered with loofe pieces of fatin ; this interview was rendered more inte- 
refting than the former, by a fpontaneous queftion on the part of the fenior Chinefe, 
to know whether I had heard of the fafe arrival of Lord Macartney in England* His 
lordfhip having left China only the preceding year, it was not poflible to have had 
accounts of his reaching England, and the'iffue of his lordihip’s negotiations was at: 
that time wholly unknown ; consequently, being unacquainted both with the obj efts 
and event of that fplendid million, I felt myfelf rather on delicate ground in regard 
to the enquiries which I, on my part, wifhed to make. In order to draw foine con- 
clufion from their difeourfe, I encouraged them to purfue the topic, by afking how 
his lordfhip’s health had borne the viciflitudes of climate ? They replied, that they 
only knew of the embafly from report, and feemed reluftant to enter into particulars, 
with which, it is probable, they were entirely unacquainted: I did not, therefore, 
prefs the fubjeft farther; but I was not fuffered to remain long in doubt what their 
fentirnents were. Chinefe vanity fcarcely yields to that of the Birmans; here was an. 
opportunity, by exaggeration and mifreprefentation, of indulging their own pride at 
the expence of the Englifh nation, which, in the accounts circulated by them at Urn- 
merapoora refpefting the embafly to China, they did not negleft. They treated us 
with tea and fweetmeats, and fmoked their long pipes with unrelaxed folemnity. I 
repaid their civilities by giving them fome broad-cloth and brandy, and took my 
leave. 

The alterations in my own dwelling, which I had fuggefted, were quickly carried 
into effeft ; and, by an order from the Loloo, or grand council, a fmall additional 
building, of a fquare form, and raifed from the ground, was erefted within the 
enclofure of our court, for the reception of the prefents intended for His Majefty. I 
was given to underftand that this building was meant as a compliment to what they 
they thought proper to term among themfelvcs, t6 tribute from the King of England ; 
but as no fuch arrogant aflumption was ever publicly profefled, I could not take no* 
tice of mere rumour : it was, however, privately intimated to me, that keeping our 
tents pitched would be confidered by the court in the light of a reflection upon its 
hofpitality ; and an inference would be drawn from it, that we were difeontented with 
our habitation. I immediately ordered the marquees to be ftruck, nothing being 
farther from my intention than to give umbrage, or exprefs diflatisfaftion, for which, 
indeed, in the prefent inftance, there was certainly no ground. 

The interval that elapfed between the time of our arrival at TJmmerapoora, and of 
our formal introduction at court, afforded us leifure to acquire Ionic infight into the 
cultoms, religious tenets, and moral economy of the Birman nation. Inltead, there- 
fore, of filling up the chafm by an unimportant journal, in which the afts of one day 
differed but little from thofe of the preceding, I fhall dedicate a few pages to a more 
general account of the country, and endeavour, as far as our own circumfcribed ob- 
servation, and the information of others, enabled us, to illuftrate the character of this 
people from their manners, and their Itate of fociety from the. prpgrefs which the arts 
had made, and from the ufages of the inhabitants in common life. 
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CHAP. XI. — Religion of the Birmans. — Their Laws. — Jurifdiflfon of the Metropolis. 

— Lawyers. — The Royal F.flahlijhmcnt. — Council of State. — Officers. — Honours 

nut hereditary. — Infignia of Rank. — Drefs. — Rcfcmblance to the Chincfc. — Mar - 

vinyl's. — Funerals. — Tabulation. — Revenue.' 

AFTER what ha:; been written, there can be little nccdlity to inform my readers* 
that the Birmans an,' Hindoo.;: not votaries of Brahma, but feClaries ol Boodh, winch 
latter is admitted by llmduosof all delcriptions to be the ninth Avatar *, or defcont of 
the deity in his capacity of preferver. He reformed the doctrines contained in the Ve- 
das, and fcvercly coiduml the facrifice of cattle, or depriving any being of life : he is 
called the author of happiiu-is : his place of residence was dilcovered at Gaya in Ben- 
gal, by the illultrious Amaru f, renowned amongft men, “who caufed an image of 
the fupreme Boodh to be made, and he worfhipped it : reverence be unto thee in the 
form of Boodh ; reverence be unto thee. Lord of the earth ; reverence be unto thee, 
au incarnation of the Deity ; and, eternal One, reverence be unto thee, O God in the 
form of Mercy. 5 ’ 

Gotma, or Goulum, according to the Hindoos of India, or Gaudma, among the inha- 
bitants of the more tafteni parts, is laid '[ to have been a philofopher, and is by the 
Birmans believed to have flourifhed above* 230c § years ago : he taught in thojudian 
fell 00 Is the heterodox religion and philofophv of Boodh. T he image that reprelents 
Boodh is called Gaudma, or Goututn, which is now a commonly received appellation of 
Boodh himfelf: this image is the primary object of worfhip in all countries fituated 
between Bengal and China. The fedaries of Boodh contend with thole of Brahma for 
the honour of antiquity, and arc certainly far more numerous. The Cingalese in Ceylon 
are Boodhifts of the pureft fource, and the Birmans acknowledge to have originally 
received their religion from that ifland jj. It was brought, fay the Rhahaans, lirlt from 
Zehoo (Ceylon) to Arracan, and thence was introduced into Ava, and probably into 
China; for the Birmans aflert with confidence that the Chincfc are Boodhifts. 

This is a curious fubjedl of inveftigation, and th*. concurrent teflimony of circum- 
fiances, added to the opinions of the moll intelligent writers, feem to leave little doubt 
of the lad. It cannot, however, be demon! trated beyond the poflibility of difpute, till 
vve fliall have acquired a more perfect knowledge of Chincfc letters, and a readier accefs 
to their repofitbries of learning. Little can at* jprefent be added to the lights caft 0:1 
the fubjedt by the late Sir William Jones, in his dicourfe delivered to the Afiat ic Society 
on the Chincfc. That great man has ex pro fled his conviction in poiitive terms, that 
“ Boodh was unquestionably the Foe of China,” and that he was alio the god of Japan, 
and the Woden of the Goths ; an opinion which corresponds with, and is, perhaps, 
grafted on the information of the learned and laborious Kaunpfcr ^[, corroborated after- 
wards 

* Sir William Jones on. the God 5 of Greece, Italy, and India. 

f See the trandation of a Shanfcrit infeription on a done found in the temple of Boodh, at Gaya, by 
Mr. Wilkins. Afiat. Refearch.vol i. I am indebted for the annexed representation of the image of Boodh, 
at (bay a, to the kind;tcfs of Lord LYigurnouth. The reader will obferve tlie clofe rcfcmblance it bears to 
that ol the Birman Gaudma. 

J Sir William Jones on the Gods of Greece, Italy, and India. 

$ Tuis agrees with the account of the Siamcfc computation given by Ksempfer. 

j| Till! Birmans call Ceylon, Zehoo, 

fl Speaking ot the Bud/., ur Seaka, of the .Tapanefe, K.empfcr fays, “ I have flroug rcaforis to believe, 
bofh from the affinity of the name and the very nature oi this religion, that its autliur and founder is the 
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wards- by his own rcfearclies. On whatever "rounds the latter inference rolls, it will 
not tend to weaken the belief of Ids firft pofition, when I obferve that the Ghinefe 
deputies, on the occafion of our introduction to the Seredaw, or high priefl of the 
Birman empire, proflratcd thcmlVlvcs before him, and afterwards adored an image of 
Gaudma with more religious fervour than mere politenefs, or acquiefcenco in the c-.if- 
toms of another nation, would have excited : the Bonzes alfo of China, Ilk" the Kha- 
li a ans of Ava, were yellow as the facrrdolal colour, and in many of their culionis and , 
ceremonies there may be traced a finking fimilitudc. 

Whatever may he the antiquity of the uorfhip of Boodh, the wide extent of its 
reception cannot be doubled. The molt authen'ic writer* on the eaftern pcninfula 
calls the image of Gaudma, as worfhipped by the Siamefe, Somona-codom : being unac- 
quainted with the language of Siam, which, from fo fliort a re faience as four months, it 
was impollible he could have acquired, he confounds two dillinel words, Somona, and 
Codom, fignifying Codom, or Gaudma, in his incarnate flate ; the difference between 
the letters ,C and G may eafily have arifen from the mode of pronunciation in different 
countries ; even in the Birman manner of uttering the word, the diilinction between 
thefc letters is not very clear. The Boodh of the Indians and the Birmans, is pro- 
nounced by Siamefe Booth, or Pood ; by the vulgar, Poo ; which, without any' violence 
to probability, might be converted by the Chinefe into Foe f ; the Tame. he termination 
cn , as Mr. Chambers remarks, creates a linking relemblance between Pooden and the 
Woden of the Goths ; every perfon who has converied with the natives of India, knows 
that Boodh is the Dies Nicrcvrii , the Wednofdav, or Woden’s day, of all Hindoos. 
Chronology, howeve •, which muft always be accepted as a furer guide to truth, than 
inferences drawn from the- n-femblance of words, and etymological reafoning, does not, 
to my mind, fulliciently eftahlifh that Boodh and Woden were the fame. The period 
of the ninth incarnation of Vifhnu was long antecedent to the exiftence of the deified 
hero of Scandinavia. Sir William Jones determines the period when Boodh appeared 
on the earth to he 1014 years before the birth of Chrilf. Odin, or Woden, flourifhed 
at a period not very diltant from our Savioir, ami was, according to fomc, a cotempo- 
rary ofPompey and of Julius Cidar. The author of the Northern Antiquities places 
him feventy years after the Chriflian era. Even the Birman Gaudma, conformably to 
their account, muft have lived above five hundred years before Woden. So itmnenfe 
a fpace can hardly lx; fuppofed to have been overlooked : but if the fuppofition refers, 
not to the warrior of the north, but to the orginal deity Odin, the attributes of the 
latter are as widely oppoffd to thofe of Boodh, who was hitufelf only an incarnation of 
Vifhnu., as the dates arc- incongruous. The dcitv, whole doctrines were introduced 
into Scandinavia, was a ged of t: r.. r, and his votaries carried deflation and the fvvord 


very fume peit’on whom the !’.i-;ii),ii. : . cull Hmlhn, n:i J behove to be the elTo: :Ci:!l fpiril or" Withi.::, or their 
doily, ho n.au.- his iih.lh ryp :>.ti;oc in the moiIu iu.d-.-i; tills name : the iVyjmr;. call Jiim S.anuma Kbr- 
tain;!.'* 1 \ ii\ . Japan. Iah u eh. f>. 

Treating on lh»-‘ i » • uci In :> <>!' Boodh into China, tin* fame author favs\ u About tin* year ofChriil 51 8, 
one Danm, a <>;»(':: t hunt, ami Twenty -third fucceflor 011 the Iu>l\ fee of Si aka ( T'kI ti) , c.tr,;e over into 
China from SeitenU ku t as the Japaucle writers explain it, that is, from that part c^f the world winch lies 
veil ward with regard to Japan, and laid, properly Jpeaking, the firit firm foundation of the Ludidoilm in 
that mighty t'mpile. ,, Book iv. eh. 6. 

# Loubere. 

f M. Gontil a fiVrts that the Chinefe admit by tlu-ir own accounts, that Fue, their object of worfliip, was 
•rigiually brought from India. 
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throughout wtale regions \ but the ninth Avatar * brought the peaceful olive, and 
came into the #orld for the foie purpofe of preventing fanguinary a&s. *Thefe apparent 
mcopfiftencies will naturally lead us to hefitate in acknowledging Boodh and Woden to 
be the fame perfon : their doctrines are oppofite, and their eras are widely remote. 

Had that diftinguilhed genius f, whofe learning fo lately illuminated the Eaft, been 
longer fpared for the inurudtion and delight of mankind, he would probably have 
# elucidated this obfcurity, and have removed the dulky veil that ftill hangs over the 
religious legends of antiquity. The fubjedt J, as it now Hands, affords an ample field 
for indulging in pleafing theories and fanciful fpeculations ; and as the probability 
ificreafes of being able to trace all forms of divine worlhip to one facred and primeval 
fource, the inquiry in proportion becomes more interefting, and awakens a train of 
ferious ideas in a reflefting mind. 

It would be as unfatisfadtory as tedious to attempt leading my reader through the 
mazes of mythological fable and extravagant allegory, in which the Hindoo religion, 
both Braminical and Boodhic, is enveloped and obfcured ; it may be fufficient to ob- 
ferve, that the Birmans believe in the lrtetempfychqfis, and that, after having undergone 
a certain number of tranfmigrations, their fouls will at laft either be received into their 
Olympus on the mountain Meru §, or be fent to fuffer torments in a place of divine 
punilhments. Mercy they hold to be the firft attribute of the divinity : “ Reverence 
be to thee, O God, in the form of Mercy 1” and they worlhip God by extending mercy 
unto all his creatures. 

The laws of the Birmans, like their religion, are Hindoo ; in fadt, there is no fepa- 
rating their laws from their religion : divine authority revealed to Menu the facred 
principles in a hundred thoufand llocas, or verfes : Menu promulgated the code ; 
numerous commentaries || on Menu were compofed by the Munis, or old philofophers, 
whofe treatifes conflitute the Dherma Saftra, or body of law. 

The Birmans generally call their code Derma Sath, or Sailra ; it is one among the 
many commentaries on Menu : I was fo fortunate as to procure a tranflation of the 
moft remarkable paffages, which were rendered into Latin by Padre Vincentius Sanger- 
mano, smd, to my great furprife, I found it to correfpond clofely with a Perfian verfion 
of the Arracan code which is now in my poffeffion. From the inquiries to which this 
circumilance gave rife, I learned that the laws, as well as the religion of the Birmans, 
had found their way into the Ava country from Arracan, and came originally from 
Ceylon ^f. The Birman iyftem of jurifprudence is replete with found morality, and, in 

* See the account of the ninth Avatar, by the Rev. Mr. Maurice, in his Hiftory of Hindoofl.au. 
Vol ii. part 3. 

f I need hardly obferve that I mean Sir William Jones. 

J General Vallancey, fo juftly celebrated for his knowledge of the antiquities of his country, ha6 ex- 
prefled his perfeft conviction that the Hindoos have been in Britain and Ireland. See Major Oufefey’s Ori- 
ental Collections, Vol, ii. Much attention is certainly due to fuch refpe&able authority. 

{ Meru properly denotes the pole, and, according to the learned Captain Wilford, it is the celeftial north 
pole of the Hindoos, round which they place the garden of Indra, and defcribe it as the feat of delights. 

|| The code of Gentoo laws, translated by Mr. Halhead, I ain informed, is a compilation from the diffe- 
rent commentaries on Menu, who was “ the grandfon of Bramah, the firft of created beings," and whole 
work, as tranflated by Sir William Jones, is the ground of all Hindoo jurifprudence. 

3 As an roconteftible prjjgf that the Birmans acknowledge the fuperior antiquity of the Cingaleze, and 
the reception of their religionand laws from that quarter, the King of Ava has fent, within thefe few years, 
at feparate times, tVo meffengers, perfons of learning and refpe&ability, to Ceylon, 'to procure the original 
books on which their tenets are founded ; and, in one inftance, the Birman minifter made an official appli- 
cation to the governor-general of India, to prated and affift the perfon charged with the conuniffion. ■' 
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jny opbloa, fe-didiaguiftied above any other Hindoo commentary for Ajerfplcuity and 
good fettfej: k provides fprtfticaHy for almoft every fpecies of crime tMt can be com- 
mitted, and adds a copious chapter of precedents and decifions to guide the inexperi- 
enced in cafes where there is doubt and duHculty, Trial by ordeal and imprecation, 
are the only abfurd paflages in the book ; but on the fubj^Ct of women it is, to an 
European, offenfively indecent : like the immortal Menu, it tells the Prince and the 
magiitrates their duty, in language audere, manly, and energetic ; and the exhor- 
tation at the dofe is at once noble and pious ; the following extracts will ferve as a 
fpedmen. 

“ A country may be laid to refemble milk, in which oppreffion is like to water ; when 
water is mingled with milk its fweetnefs immediately vanilhes : in the fame manner 
oppreffion deltroys a fair and flourifhing country. The royal Surkaab # will only inha- 
bit the cleared dream ; fo a Prince can never profper in a didra&ed empire. By 
drinking pure milk the body is (lengthened and the palate is gratified ; but when 
mingled with water, pleafure no longer is found, and the fprings of health gradually - 
decline. 

“ A wife Prince refembles a (harp fword, which at a fingle ftroke cuts through a 
pillar with fuch keennefs that the fabric dill remains unlhaken ; with equal keennefs 
his difcernment will penetrate advice. 

A wife Prince is dear to his people, as the phyfician is to the fick man ; as light 
to thofe that are in darknefs ; as unexpected fight to the eyes of the blind ; as is the 
full moon on a wintry night, and milk to the infant from the bread of its mother.” 

The commentator then proceeds to denounce tremendous judgments againd an 
oppreflive Prince and a corrupt judge ; the latter is thus curioully menaced : 

“ The punilhment of his crimes, who judges iniquitoully and decides falfely, (hall be 
greater than though he had dain one thoufand women, one hundred prieds, or one 
thoufand horfes. ” 

The book concludes as follows : 

“ Thus have the learned fpoken, and thus have the wife decreed, that litigation 
may ceafe among men, and contention be banilhed the land : and let all magiurates 
and judges expound the laws as they are herein written ; and to the extent of their 
underdandings, and according to the dictates of their confidence, pronounce judgment 
agreeably to the tenor of this book : let the welfare of their country, and the benefit 
of their fellow-creatures be their continual dudy, and the foie objeCt of their attention : 
let them ever be mindful of the fupreme dignity.of the Roulah f and the Bramins, and 
pay them that reverence which is due to their facred characters : let them obferve 
becoming refpeCt towards all men, and they (hall (hield the weak from oppreffion, 
fupport the helplefs, and, in particular cafes, mitigate the feverity of avenging judice.” 

“ It (hall be the duty of a Prince, and the magidrates of a Prince, wifely to regulate 
the internal police of the empire, to alfid and befriend the peafants, merchants, farmers, 
and thofe who follow trades, that they may daily increafe in worldly wealth and hap- 
pinefs ; they (hall promote all works of charity, encourage the opulent to relieve the 
poor, and liberally contribute to pious and laudable purpofes ; and whatfoever good 
works (hall be promoted by their influence and example, whatfover (hall be given in cha- 
rity, and whatfover benefit (hall accrue to mankind from theurihideavours, it (hall all 
be preferred in the records of heaven, one-fixth part of which, though the , deeds be 

* Bittern. Surkaab is a Ferfian term, ufed by the Mahommedan translator; 
t The Arracaa name for Rhahaaa. 

the 
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the deeds, of others yet fhall it be afcribed unto them ; and at the laft day, at the folemn 
and awful hour of judgment, the recording fpirit fhall produce them, infcribed on the 
adamantine tablet of human a&ions. But, on the other hand, if the profperity of the 
nation be negle&cd ; if juftice be fuffered to lie dormant ; if tumults arife and robberies 
are committed ; if rapine and foul aflaflination dalk along the plains, all crimes that 
fhall be thus perpetrated through their remifrnefs,one-fixth part fhall be brought to their 
account, and fall with weighty vengeance on their heads ; the dreadful confequenccs 
of which furpafs the power of tongue to utter, or of pen to exprefs.” 

Laws thus dictated by religion are, I believe, in general, confcientioufly adminiftered. 
The criminal jurifprudence of the Birmans is lenient in particular cafes, but rigorous 
In others : whoever is found guilty of an undue afluinption of power, or of any crime 
that indicates a treafonable intent, is punifhed by the fevered tortures. The firfl com- 
million of theft does not incur the penalty of death, unlefs the amount ftolen be above 
800 kiat, ortackal, about icol., or attended with circumftances of atrocity, fuch as 
murder or mutilation. In the former cafe, the culprit has a round mark imprinted on 
each cheek by gunpowder and punctuation, and on his bread the word thief, with the 
article dolen ; tor the lecond offence he is deprived of an arm ; but the thirchinevitably 
produces capital punifhmynt : decapitation is the mode by which criminals fuller, in 
the performance of which the Birntan executioners are exceedingly fkilful. 

The city of Ummerapoora is divided into four didinct fubordinatc jurifdictions, in 
■each of which a Maywoon prefides. This officer, who in the provinces is a viceroy, in 
the. metropolis refembles a mayor, and holds a civil and criminal court of judice ; in 
<apital cafes he tranfmits the evidence in writing, with his opinion, to the lotoo, or 
grand chamber of confultation, where the council of date aflemblcs ; the council, after 
clofc examination into the documents, reports upon them to the King, who either par- 
dons the offender, or orders execution of the fentence : the Maywoon is obliged to 
attend in perfon, and fee the punifhinent carried into i-fleet. 

Civil fuirs may be transferred from the courts of the Maywoons to the lotoo ; this 
removal, however, is attended with a heavy expence. There arc regular edablifhed 
lawyers, who conduct caufes, and plead ; eight only are licenfed to plead in the lotoo ; 
they are called Amccndonaan : the ufual fee is five tackal, equal to 16s. ; but the 
government has large profits on all fuirs that are brought into court. 

There is no country of the ead in which the royal edablifhinent is arranged with more 
minute attention than in the Birman court ; it is fplendid without being wadeful, and 
numerous without confufion , the mod didinguifhed members, when I was at the capi- 
tal were, the Sovereign, his principal Queen, entitled Nandoh Praw, by whom he has 
not any fons; his lecond wife Myack Nandoh, by whom he has two fons •, the Engv 
Teekien *, nr Prince Royal, and Pee Tcckien, or Prince of Prome. The princes of 
Tongho, Bafiien, and Pagahm, are by favourite concubines. Meedah Praw is a Princefs 
of high dignity, and mother of the chief Queen. The Prince Royal is married, and 
has a l'on and two daughters, all young ; the fon takes precedence of his uncles,’ the 
crown defeending to the male heirs in a direct line. Thcfe were the principal per- 
fonages of the Birman royal family. 

Next in rank, to the Princes of the blood royal, are the Woongees t, or chief miniders 
of date. The edablifhed number is four, but the place of one has long been vacant : 
ihefe form the great riding council of the nation j they fit in the lotoo, or imperial 

* Often called Engy Praw. 

i” Woon figuifics burthen j the compound word implies, bearer of the great burthen. 

8 * 
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Ball of! catifultatxon every day, except on the Birman fabbath, from twelve till three or 
four o’clock, or later, as there happens to be bufmefs ; they iffue mandates to the 
Maywoons, or viceroys of the different provinces ; they controul every department of 
the Hate, and, in fa£t, govern the empire, fubje£t always to the plealure of the tSng, 
whofe will is abfolute, and power undefined. 

To aflift in the adminiflration of affairs, four officers called Woondocks, are affociatedT 
with the Woongees, but of far inferior authority ; they fit in the lotoo in a deliberative- 
capacity, having no vote : they give their opinions, and may record their diffent from 
any meafure that is propofed ; but the Woongees decide: the Woondocks, however, 
are frequently employed to carry into execution bufinefs of great public importance. 

Four Attawoons, or minifters of the interior, poflefs a great degree of influence that 
fometimes counfcrafts with fuccefs the views and wilhes of the Woongees; thefe the 
King fclcdts to be his privy counfellors, from their talents, and the opinion he enter- 
tains of their integrity ; theyjiave accefs to him at all times \ a privilege which the 
principal Woongee does not enjoy. 

There are four chief fecretaries, called Scrc-dogccs, who have numerous writers or 
inferior tierces under them. 

Four Nachaangec fit in the lotoo, take notes, and report whatever is tranfacled. 

Four Sandohgaan regulate all ceremonials, introduce (trangers of rank into 
the royal prefence, and are the bearers of mefluages from the council of ftate to the 

Kiii s- 

'Iherc are nine Sandozains, or readers, whofe bufmefs it is to read all official 
writings, petitions, &c. Every document in which the public is concerned, or that 
is brought before the council in the lotoo, is read aloud. 

The four Maywoons already mentioned, are refiri&ed to the magifterial fuper- 
uitendance of their rdpe&ive quarters of the city ; they have -nothing farther to do 
with the lotoo, than to obey the commands they receive from thence. 

The Affaywoon, or pay mailer-general, is alio an officer of high importance ; the 
place is at prefent held by one of the Woongees, who is called Allay WOongee. 

There are feveral other officers of dillmction, who bear no ofienfible ffiare in the 
adiuiniftration of public affairs, fuch as the Daywoon, or King’s armour-bearer ; the- 
Chaingeewoon, or mailer of the elephants; alio the Woons of the Queen’s houfe* 
hold, and that of the Prince royal- Each of the junior Princes has a difiin£t 
eilabliffiment. 

In the Birman government there are no hereditary dignities or employments ; all 
honours and offices, on the deinife of the poffeffor, revert to the crown. 

The tfaloe, or chain, is the badge of the order of nobility, of which there are different 
degrees, diftinguilhed by the number of fixings or fmall chains that compofe the 
ornament ; the firings are fattened by boffes where they unite : three of open chain- 
work is the lowed rank ; three of neatly twifted wire is the next ; then of fix, of nine* 
and of twelve : no fubjetl is ever honoured w r ith a higher degree then twelve ; the 
King alone wears twenty-four. , 

It has already been noticed, that almoft every article of ufe, as well as ornamejjt* 
particularly in their drefs, indicates the rank of the owner ; the fhape of the beetle- 
box, which is carried by an attendant after a Birman of diftinction wherever he goes,,, 
his ear-rings, cap of ceremony, horfe furniture, even the metal of whiph his fpitting— 
pot and drinking-cup are made (which if of gold denote him to be a .man of hign 
confideration), all are indicative of the gradations of fociety ; and woe be unto him that 
affumes the infignia of a degree which is not his legitimate right 1. 

The 
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The court drefs of the Birman nobility is very becoming ; it con lifts of a long robe* 
either of flowered fatin or velvet, reaching to the ankles, with ah open collar and 
loofe fleeves ; over this there is a fcarf, or flowing mantle that hangs from the 
fhoulders ; and on their heads they wear high caps made of velvet, eitherplaifi or of 
filk embroidered with flowers of gold, according to the rank of the wearer. - Ear- 
rings are a part of male drefs ; perfons of condition ufe tubes of gold about % three 
inches long, and as thick as a large quill, which expands at one end like the mouth, 
of a fipeaking trumpet ; others wear a heavy mafs of gold beaten into a plate, and 
rolled up ; this lump of metal forms a large orifice in the lobe of the ear, and drags 
it down by the weight to the extent fometimes of two inches. The women likewife 
have their diftinguilhing paraphernalia : their hair is tied in a bunch at the top of the 
head, and bound round with a fillet, the embroidery and ornaments of which exprefs 
their refpe&ive ranks ; a ftiort fhift reaches to the pit of the ftomach, is drawn tight 
by firings, and fupports the breafts ; over that is a lc*fe jacket with clofe fleeves ; 
round their waift they roll a long piece of filk, or cloth, which reaching to their feet, 
and fometimes trailing on the ground, encircles them twice, and is then tucked in. 
When women of condition go abroad, they put on a filk falh, refembling a long 
ftiawl, which croffes their bofom, and is thrown over the fhoulders, gracefully 
flowing on each fide. The loweft clafs of females often wear only a fingle garment, in 
the form of a fheet, which, wrapped round the body, and tucked in under the arm, 
erodes their breafts, which it fcarcely conceals, and defcends to their ankles ; thus, 
when they walk, the bottom of the cloth, where it overlaps, is neceflarily opened by 
the protrufion of the leg, and difplays to a fide view as high as the middle of the 
thigh ; fuch an expofure, in the opinion of an European, bears an indecent 
appearance, although it excites no fuch idea in the people themfelves. There 
is an idle and difgufting ftory related by fome writers, refpefting the origin of this 
fafliion, which being wholly unfounded, does not deferve repetition : it has been the 
eftabli/hed national mode of drefs from time immemorial ; and every woman, when 
walking, muft {hew great part of her leg, as what may be called their petticoat is always 
open in front, inftead of being clofed by a feam. 

Women, in full drefs, ftain the palms of their hands and their nails of a red colour, 
for which they ufe a vegetable juice, and ftrew on their bofoms powder of fandal 
wood, or of a bark called Sunneca, with which fome rub their faces. Both men 
and women tinge the edges of their eyelids and their teeth with black ; this latter 
operation gives to their mouths a very unfeemly appearance in the eyes of an European, 
which is not diminiflied by their being conftantly filled with beetle leaf. Men of rank 
wear, in common drefs, a tight coat, with long fleeves made of muflin, or of extremely 
fine nankeen, which is manufactured in the country ; alfo a filk wrapper that encircle# 
the waift : the working clafs are ufually naked to the middle, but in the cold feafon a 
mantle or veft of European broad cloth is highly prized. 

The Birmans in their features bear a nearer refemblance to the Chinefe than to 
the natives of Hindoftan. The women efpecially in the northern part of the empire, 
art fairer than Hindoo females, but not fo delicately formed ; they are, however, 
well made, and # in general inclined to corpulence : their hair is black, coarfe, and 
long. The men are not tall in ftature, but aCtive and athletic ; they have a very 
youthful appearance, from the cuftom of plucking their beards inftead of ufing the 
-razor : they tattoo their thighs and arms into various fantaftic ftUpes and figures, 
which they believe operate as a charm againft the weapons of their enemies. Neither 
the men nor the women are fo cleanly in their perfons as the Hindoos of India, among 
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whom dramal ablution is a religious as well as a moral duty. Girls are taught at nn 
early age, tp turn theu- arms in fuel. a manner as to make them appear diltorld ’ wh™ 
the arm is extended the elbow is inverted, the inf.de of the joint being nrotmde? 
ami the external part bending inwards; from this canfe, the pendant a™, in, he’ 
plates foetus as if it were broken : the reprefenlation is, nevertheleft, perfedtly faithful 
M«rmges among the Birmans are not comrafted until the partes attaiLhc 
of puberty: the comma is purely civil; the ecclefiallical jurifdiction having no, hifc 
to do with it. 1 he law prohibits polygamy, and recognizes but one wiff, who if 
denominated Mica; concubinage, however, is admitted to an unlimited extent A 
man may repudiate his wife under particular drcumfUces, but the proccfs is attend, id 
wtth a hravy expense. Concubines, living in the fame houfe with the legitimate wde 
are, by law obliged to perform mental fcrvices for her, and when fheVoes abroad 
they attend her, bearing her wter-flaggon, bectle-box, fan, tic. When a hutad 
dies, h,s concubines, if boupd ,n fcrvilude to him, become the property of ,hc h" 
vl ving widow, unlefs he fltall have emancipated the,,, by a fperilic art previous to his 
deceale. V hen a young man is defirous to efpoufe a girl, his mother, or neared 
female relation, toft makes tile propofal in private; if the fuit be well received a 
party of h,s friends proceed ,o the houfe of the parents of the maiden, with whom they 
adjull he dotal portion. On the morning of the bridal day the bridegroom fends 7, 
tile lady three loo, , gees, or lower garments, three tubbeeks, or /allies, and three 
pieces of white mull, n; fitch jewels ttlfo, ear-rings and bracelets, as his circumftancS 
will admit . a feaft is prepared by the parents of the bride, and formal writings are 
executed : the new., named couple eat out of the fame did,, the bridegroom prfiem 
the bride with tome lsepack, or pickled tea, which fhe accepts and mums the corn 
pitmen, : thus ends the ceremony without any of that fubfeqttem riot • and refinance on 

the part of the young lady and her female triends, with which the Sumatrian damfels 
oppoie the privileges of an ardent bridegroom. 

When a man dies inteffate, three-fourths oh his property go to his children born in 
wedlock but not m equal proportions; and one-fourth to the widow, who is the 
guardian both of the property and the children until the latter attain the are of 
matunty. A Birman funeral is folemnized with much religious parade, and exKnal 
demonllratton of grief: the corpfc is carried on a bier, on men’s fhouklers ; the pro 
cell, on moves fiowly; the relations attend in mourning; and women, hired fo*fthe 
occahon precede the body and chant a dirge-like air. The Birmans burn the r 
dead, unlefs he deceafod is a pauper, in which cafe he is either buried or caft into 
the river as the ceremony of burning is very expend ve. ’I’he bier is placed on 
funera pile fix or eight feet h.gh, made of billets of dried wood laid acrofs with 
intervals to admit a circulation of air, and increafo the flame. The Rhahaans wa k 
round the pile, reciting prayers to Gaudma, until the fire reaches the bodv, when foe 
whole ts quickly reduced to allies : the bones are afterwards gathered and depoli ted 
m a grave. Redons of high dilhnft.on, fuch as the Stredaw, or chief ecclefiaili 
of a provmce, a Maywoon, a Woongee, or a member of foe royal family are 
embalmed, and their remains preferved fix weeks or two months after doceafe before 
they are committed to the funeral pile: during this period the body is laid in (late 
m fome kioum or religious building; but at the capital it is placed ih a lacred faloon 
beautifully ornamented with gilding, and exclufively appropriated to that.pious purpofe 
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f was told, that honey is the principal ingredient made ufe of to prefenre the body from 
putrefaction. 

Of the population of the Birman dominions I could only form a conclufion from 
the information I received of the number of cities, towns, and villages in the empire ; 
thele, I was allured by a perfon who might be fuppofed to know, and had no motive 
for deceiving me, amount to eight thoufand, not including the recent addition of 
Arracan. If this be true, which I have no reafon to doubt, and we fuppofe each town, 
on an average, to contain three hundred houles, and each houfc fix perfons, the refill t 
will determine the population at fourteen millions four hundred thoufand. Few of 
the inhabitants live in folitary habitations ; they moltly form themfelves into fmall 
fociclies, and their dwellings .thus collected compofe their ruas, or villages; if, there- 
fore, we reckon their numbers, including Arracan. at feventeen millions; the calcula- 
tion may not be widely erroneous ; 1 believe it rather falls fhort of, than exceeds the 
truth. After all, however, it is mere conjecture, as I , have no • better data for my 
guidance than what I have related. 

With regard to the revenue of the Birman fiate, I confefs myfelf to be without the 
means of forming even a rough eftimate of the amount. According to the facrcd law 
in the chapter which treats of the duties of a monarch, Dhafamcda *, or a tenth of 
all produce, is the proportion which is to be cxa&ed as the authorized due of the 
government ; and one-tenth is the amount of the King’s duty on all foreign goods 
imported into his dominions. The revenue arifing from the cufloms on imports, and 
from internal produce, is moftly taken in kind ; a fmall part of which is converted 
into cafh, the reft is diftributed, as received, in lieu of fabrics, to the various depend- 
ants of the court. Princes of the blood, high officers of ftate, and provincial 
governors, receive grants of provinces, cities, villages, and farms, to fupport their 
dignity, and as a remuneration of their fervices : the rents of thele alignments they 
colled! for their own benefit. Money, except on prefling emergency, is never 
dilburfed from the royal coffers ; to one man the fees of an office arc allotted ; to 
another a ftation where certain impofts are collected ; a third has land ; each in 
proportion to the importance of his refpe&ivc employment : by thefe donations, they 
are not only bound in their own perfonal fervitude, but likewife in that of all their 
dependants ; they are called Haves of the King, and in turn their vaffals are denominated 
flaVicC to them : the condition of thele grants include alfo fervices of war, as well as 
the duties of office. Thus the Birman government exhibits almoft a faithful picture of 
Kuropc in the darker ages, when, on the decline of the Roman empire, the principles 
of fcodal dependence were eftablilhed by barbarians from t he north. 

Although it feems difficult, and perhaps impoffible, under fitch a fyflem, to afeer- 
tain, in any ftandard currency, the amount of the royal revenue, yet the riches which 
the Birman monarch is faicl to poffefs are immenfe; a fuppofition that may readily be 
admitted, when it is confident! that a very fmall fliare of what enters his exchequer 
returns into circulation. The hoarding of money is a favourite maxim of oriental Hate 
policy; an eaftern potentate cannot be brought to comprehend that the dilfufion ol 
property among his lubje&s is a furor fource of wealth to himfclf, and of fecurity to 
his throne, than the poffeflion of Lydian trealures, locked up in vaults, and concealed 
in ficret rcceflfes,' contrived by lbrdiu avarice and foolifh cunning. 


* See Appendix. 
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CHAP. XII. — Military FJlabliJhment ; — Infantry ; — Caffay Cavalry ; «— Artificers . 

. — War-boats . — Gunpowder long known ; — Weapons . — Food . — Climate . — 6V/. 
Produce . — Minerals . — Precious Stones. — Commerce . — Currency . — Weights. — 
Mcafures. < — Character of the Natives : — not jealous of their Women : — ferocious 
in War. — Beggars unknown. — Animals . — Divifion of Time . — Muftc. — Language , 
— - Extent of the Empire . — Rivers . 

THE Birmans may be termed a nation of foldiers, every man in the kingdom being 
liable to be called upon for his military fervices ; and war is deemed the molt honour* 
able occupation : the regular military eftablilhment of the Birmans is, neverthelefs, 
very inconfiderable, not exceeding the numbers of which the royal guard is com- 
pofed, and fuch as are neceflary to preferve the police of the capital. When an army 
is to be raifed, a mandate iffucs from the golden palace, to all viceroys of provinces, 
and miougees of dift riels, requiring a certain number of men to be at a general ren- 
dezvous on an appointed day, under command fometimes of the viceroy himfelf, but 
oftener that of an inferior officer : the levy is proportioned to the population of the 
province, or diftrift, eltimated from the number of regiffered houfes that it contains. 
The provincial court determines the burthen which each houfe is to bear; commonly 
every two, three, or four houfes are to furnifh among them one recruit, or to pay 
300 tackal in money, about 40 L or 45/. ; this recruit is fupplied with arms, ammuni- 
tion, and, 1 believe, with a certain daily allowance of grain from government, but is 
not entitled to pay. The families of thefe confcripts are carefully retained in the dif- 
tri£t which they inhabit, as hoftages for the good conduct of their relation. In cafe of 
defertion or treachery, the innocent wile, children, and parents of the guilty perfon, 
are dragged to execution without the lealt remorfc or pity ; even cowardice fubje&s 
the family of the delinquent to capital punilliment. This barbarous law, which is 
rigoroully enforced, muff: have a powerful effect in fccuring the allegiance of tile troops, 
and of impelling them to vigorous excrtlbn ; and it is, perhaps, the only fure mode 
of inciting to enterprifes of danger, men who are not actuated by any inuate fenfe ol 
honour, and who do not feel any national pride. 

Infantry and cavalry compole the regular guards of the king ; the former are armed 
with muikets and fahres, the latter arc provided with a fpear about feven or eight feet; 
long, which they manage on horieback with great dexterity, feldom requiring or 
making ufe of any other weapon. The infantry are not uniformly clothed ; I heard 
various accounts of their numbers: 700 do conffant duty within the precin&s, and at 
the feveral gates of the palace : I think that, on the day of my public reception, I faw 
about 2000, and have no doubt that all the troops in the city were paraded on that 
occalion. I was told that there were only 300 cavalry in Ummerapoo/a, but that 
2000 were lcattered, in fmall detachments, throughout the neighbouring diftricb. All 
the troopers in the king’s lervice are natives of Caffay, who are much better horfemcn 
than the Birmans. Mr. Wood, vdio faw lb me ol them at exercife, informed me, that 
they nearly refembled thofe whom he had met with in Aflfam ; they ride, like all 
orientals, w'ith Ihort ftirrups and a loofe rein ; their faddle is hard and high, and two 
large circular flaps of ftrong leather hang down on each fide, painted or gilded, ac- 
cording to the quality of the rider. Their drefs is not unbecoming ; jhey wear a tight 
coat, with fkins reaching down to the middle of the thigh ; and on their head a turban 
of cloth, rolled hard and plaited, which forms a high cone, that bends backwards in a 
graceful manner. The horfes of Ava arc fmall, but very hardy and a&ive ; contrary 
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to the practice of other eaftern countries, they caftrate their horfes, and are thus 
enabled to maintain them with little trouble and expence, and can alfo turn a number 
loofe in a field together, without any rifk of their injuring one another. Ilorfes are 
frequently exported in timber fhips bound for Madras, and other parts of the coaft, 
where they are difpofed of to confiderable advantage. 

The government of Ava is extremely attentive to provide, in times of peace, for the 
contingencies of war ; the royal magazines, I was told, could furnilh 20,000 fire- 
locks, which, if they refembled the fpecimens I faw, cannot be very formidable ; thefe 
have been imported, at different periods, into the country, by fhips trading to Ran- 
goon and other parts of the empire, and are either of«French manufacture, or con- 
demned mufkets from the Englifh arlenals in India. The Birmans are very fond of 
their arms, of which they take great care ; their gunfmiths, who are all natives of 
Caffay, keep them in repair ; but they are in general fo bad as to be out of the power 
of art to render them ferviceable. I faw a tolerably good fowling-piece, which they 
laid was entirely the work of a Caffay artificer; this, however, was allowed to be an 
extraordinary effort of genius : the perfon who fhewed it to me prefeuted me, at the 
fame time, with a bamboo, which threw out a lliort fpear of iron by means of a fpring ; 
it was executed by the maker of the gun, and feemed to be formed after a model of 
an Englifh walking-ffick, that contained a concealed fpike ; the imitation evinced much 
ingenuity, although the workrnanfhip was coarfe, and the iron badly polifhed. 

By far the moft refpe&able part of the Birman military force is their eftablifhment 
of war-boats. Every town. of note, in the vicinity of the river, is obliged to furnifh a 
certain number of men, and one or more boats, in proportion to the magnitude of the 
place. I was informed, that the king can command, at a very fhort notice, 500 of 
thefe veffels : they arc conftructed out of the folid trunk of the teak tree, which is 
excavated partly by fire, and partly by cutting ; the largeft are from eighty to one 
hundred feet long, but the breadth feldoin exceeds eight feet, and even ibis fpace is 
produced by artificially extending the fides a£ter the trunk has been hollowed. They 
carry from fifty to fixty rowers, who ufe fhort oars that work on a fpindle ; the prow 
is folid, and has a flat furface, on which, when thev go to war, a piece of ordnance 
is mounted, a fix, a nine, or even a twelve pounder ; the gun carriage? is fecured by 
ftrong lalhtngs to flrong bolts on each fide, and fwivcls are frequently fixed on the 
curvature of the item. 

Each rower is provided with a fword and a lance, which arc placed by his fide whilft 
he plies the oars. Befides the boatmen, there are ufually thirty foldiers on board, who 
are armed with mufkets : thus prepared, they go in fleets to meet the foe, and, when 
in fight, draw up in a line, prefenting their prows to the enemy. Their attack is 
extremely impetuous ; they advance with great rapidity, and fing a war-fong, at once 
to encourage their people, daunt their adverfaries, and regulate the ftrokes of their 
oars : they generally endeavour to grapple, and when that is effected, the aCtion 
becomes very fevere, as thefe people are endued with great courage, Itrcngth, and acti- 
vity. In times of peace, they are fond of exercifing in their boats, and I have often 
been entertained with the dexterity they difplay in the management of them. The 
veffels being low in the water, their greateft danger is that of being run down by a 
larger boat ftriking on their broadfide, a misfortune which the fteerfman is taught to 
dread, and to aroid, above all others. It is furprifing to fee the facility with which 
they fleer, and elude each other in their mock combats. The rowers are alfo prac- 
ticed to row backwards, and impel the veffel with the ftem foremoft : this is the mode 
of retreat, by means of which the artillery ftill bears upon their opponent. The 
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largeft of the war-boats do not draw more than three feet .water. "When a perfon of 
rank is on board, there is a fort of moving tilt or canopy for his particular accommo- 
dation, placed fometimes in the centre, and fomctimes on the prow. The fides of 
the boat are either gilt as far as the water’s edge, or plain, according to the rank of 
the perfon it carries. Gilded boats are only permitted to princes of the blood, or to 
perfong holding the higheft ftations, fuch as a Maywoon of a province, and a minifter 
of ftate. 

It is by no means improbable, that the ufe of gunpowder was well known in India 
before its effects were difeovered in the weft ; yet there is not any reafon to believe 
that the natives of Ava applied it to the purpoie of inufquetry, till Europeans inftruCted 
them in the art. According to Indian accounts, cannon were fabricated in the eaft 
long before the sera of European conejueft ; their artillery, however, was not capable 
of being tranfported with facility, or at all ufed in the field : they were made of iron 
bars beaten into a cylindrical form, rudely put together, but of great ftrength and 
enormous weight, from which, when railed on a rampart or tower, they threw huge 
ftones to annoy the enemy. The mulket was firft introduced into the Pogue and Ava 
countries by the Portuguese, and is an implement of war which the inhabitants un- 
wil'ely prefer to their o.vn native weapons, the fpear and fabre; a partiality that is 
highly prejudicial to themfelves, for nothing can be lefs formidable than fuch fire-arms 
as they poiTefs, or have the means of procuring. The proper indigenous weapons of 
the country arc? the fpear, the javelin, which is thrown from the hand, the crofs-bow, 
and the fabre ; the latter is ufed by the Birmans not only as an implement of war, but 
is likewife applied to various purpofes as an inltrument of manual labour ; with this 
the peafant fells trees, fhapes timbers, cuts bamboos, or defends himfelf againft an 
enemy and wild beafts ; he never travels without it, and generally, when on a journey, 
carries a fliield on his left arm : they encumber themfelves with lefs baggage than 
perhaps any other people ; and are fatisfied with a fcanty portion of the hardeft 
fare. 

In their food, the Birmans, compared with the Indians, are grofs and uncleanly. 
Although their religion forbids the (laughter of animals in general, yet they apply the 
interdiction only to th le that are domefticated ; all game is eagerly fought after, and 
in many places it is publicl" fold ; reptiles alfo, fuch as lizards, guanas, and fnakes, 
conftitute a part of the lubfiftence of the lower clalfes. During our voyage up the 
river, the boatmen, after we had brought-to, ufed frequently to hunt for camelions 
and lizards among the thickets. They are extremely fond of vegetables ; at thofe 
places where garden greens were not to be procured, they gathered wild forrel, and 
fometimes fubftituted the tender leaves of trees ; thefe, boiled with rice, and moiftened 
with a little oil, or feafoned with gnapee, or pickled fprat, compofe a meal with which 
a Birman peafant or boatman is fatisfied ; the higher ranks, however, live with more 
delicacy, although their fare is never very fumptuous. 

The climate of every part of the Birman empire which I have vifited, bore teftimony 
to its falubrity, by the befl poflible criterion, the appearance and vigour of the natives. 
The feafons are regular, and the extremes of heat and cold are feklotn experienced ; 
at leaft, the duration of that intenfe heat which immediately precedes .the commence- 
ment of the rainy feafon is fo fhort, that it incommodes but for a very little time. During 
our refidence in the country we loft only one man by difeafe ; another **met an acci- 
dental death j in wandering through the woods he became the prey of a tiger. 


This unfortunate man belonged to the Sea-Horfe. 
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The foil of the fouthern provinces of the Birman empire is remarkably fertile, and 
produces as luxuriant crops of rice as are to be found in the fineft parts of Bengal. 
Farther northward the country becomes irregular and mountainous ; but the plains and 
valleys, particularly near the river, are exceedingly fruitful ; they yield good wheat, 
and the various kinds of lmall grain which grow in Hindoftan; as likewife legumes, 
and moft of the efculent vegetables of India. Sugar canes, tobacco of a fuperior 
quality, indigo, cotton, and the different tropical fruits, in perfection, are all indi- 
genous products of this favoured land. 

Befides the teak tree, which grows in many parts of the Birman empire, as well to 
the north of Ummerapoora, as in the fouthern country, there is almoft every deferip- 
tion of timber that is know in India. Dr. Buchanan, in one of his afternoon excurfions, 
perceived a large log of fir, w hich, his attendant informed him, had been walked down 
by the torrents from a mountainous part of the country, four days’ journey northward 
of the capital, where it grows in abundance, and of confiderable magnitude : the* 
natives call it Tamyo ; they extraCt the turpentine, which they turn to ufe, but con- 
fider the wood of little value, on account of its foftnefs. If they could be prevailed 
upon to tranfport it to Rangoon, it might prove a beneficial material to the navigation ol 
India. Top-gallant mails and yards made of teak are thought to be too heavy. Euro- 
pean and American fpars are often bought for thefe purpofes at a very exorbitant price, 
an inconvenience which the fir of Ava, if conveyed to the market, would probably 
obviate. 

The kingdom uf Ava abounds in minerals ; fix days’ journey from Bamoo, near 
the frontiers of China, there are mines of gold and filver, called Badouem : there 
are alfo mines of gold, filver, rubies, and fapphires at prefent open on a mountain 
Hear the Keenduem, called Woobolootaun ; but the moft valuable, and thole which 
produce the fineft jewels, are in the vicinity of the capital, nearly oppofito to Keoum- 
meoum, Precious ftones are found in feveral other parts of the empire. The inferior 
minerals, fuch as contain iron, tin, lead, antimony, arfenic, fulphur, &c. are met with 
in great abundance ; amber, of a confidence unufually pure and pellucid, is dug up in 
large quantities near the river ; gold, likewife, is difeovered in thefandy beds of ft reams 
which defeend from the mountains. Between the Keenduem and the Irrawaddy, 
to the northward, there is a fmall river called Shoe Lien Kioup, or the ftream of 
Golden Sand. 

Diamonds and emeralds are not produced in any part of the Ava empire ; but it 
affords amethyfts, garnets, very beautiful chryfolites, jafper, loadftone, and marble; 
the quarries of the latter are only a few miles trom Ummerapoora; it is equal in 
quality to the fineft marble of Italy, and admits of a polilh that renders it almoft tranf- 
parent. Blocks of any fixe that it is poftiblc to tranfport might be procured, but the 
hie is prohibited ; nor is it allowed to be carried away without a fpecial order. Images 
cf Gaudma being chiefly compoled of this material, it is on that account held facred. 
Birmans may not purchafe the marble in a mafs, but are fullered and indeed encou- 
raged to buy figures of the deities ready made. Exportation of their gods out of the 
kingdom is ftrictly fforbidden. The city of Chagain is the principal manufactory of 
thefe marble divinities. 

An extenfive' trade is carried on between the capital of the Birman dominions and 
Yuuoh in China. The principal article of export from Ava is cotton, of which I was 
informed tin re are two kinds, one of a brown colour, of which nankeens are made, 
the other white, like* the cotton of India ; I did not fee any of the former. This com- 
modity is transported up the Irrawaddy in large boats, as far as Jkunoo, where it is 
bartered at the common jee, or mart, with Chinefe merchants, and conveyed by the 
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latter, partly by land, and partly by water, into the Chinefe dominions. Amber, ivory,, 
precious ftones, beetle nut, and the edible nefts brought from the callern Archipelago, 
are alfo articles of commerce : In return, the Birmans procure raw and wrought filks, 
velvets, gold leaf, prefcrves, paper, and fome utenfils of hard ware. 

The commerce between the capital and the fouthern parts of the empire is facilitated 
by the noble river that waters the country ; its principal obe&s are the neceflaries of 
life ; feveral thoufand boats are annually employed in tranfporting rice from the lower 
provinces, to f upply Ummerapoora, and the northern diftrids ; fait and gnapee may 
iikewife be reckoned under the fame head. Articles of foreign importation are moltly 
conveyed up the Irrawaddy ; a few are introduced by way of Arracan, and carried over 
the mountains on the head of coolies, or labourers ; European broad cloth, a fmall 
quantity of hardware, coarfe Bengal muflins, Cofl'embuzar filk handkerchiefs, China- 
ware, which will not admit of land-carriage, and glafs, are the principal commodities. 
Cocoa-nuts alfo, brought from the Nicobar Iflauds, where they are of uncommon excel- 
lence, are looked upon as a delicacy, and bear a high price : merchants carry down 
filver, lac, precious Hones, and lome other articles to no great amount. A confider- 
ablc fum of money is annually laid out at the capital in the purchafe of marble ll'atues 
of Gaudma, which are all fabricated in the difirict ol Chagain, oppofite Awa-haung, 
or ancient Ava : they are not permitted to be made at any other place. 

The Birmans, like the Chinefe, have no coin ; filver in bullion, and lead, are the 
current monies of the country j weight and purity are, of comic, the ftandard of value, 
and in the a feertainment of both the natives are exceedingly fcrupulous and expert. 
What foreigners call a tackal, properly kiat, is the molt general piece of filver in 
circulation: it weighs ten penny-weights ten grains and three-fourths ; its fubdivifions 
are, the tubbee, two of which make one rioo ; two moo one math ; four math one 
tackal, and one hundred tackal compofe one vifs. Money-fealcs and weights are all 
fabricated at the capital, where they are ftamped, and afterwards circulated through- 
out the empire ; the ule of any others is prohibited. 

Rice is fold by a meafure called tayndaung, or balket, the weight is fix teen vifs,. 
about fifty-fix pounds. There are many fubdivifions of meafurenunt. .The average 
price of rice at the capital is onetackal, rather more than half-a-crnwn, for a balket and 
a half. At Rangoon and Martaban one tackal will purchafe four or live bafkets. 

The bankers, called by foreigners Pymon, are Iikewife workers in filver, and afiay- 
ers ol metal : this is a clafs of people very numerous, and indifpenfably neccllary, as 
no llranger can undertake either to pay or receive money without having it firfi exa- 
mined. Every merchant has a banlter of this ddcription, with whom he lodges all his 
calh, and who, for receiving and paying, gets an dlablilhed commifiion of one per 
cent. ; in confidcration of which he is refponfible for the quality ol w hat goes through 
his hands ; and in no infiance did I ever hear of a breach of trull committed by one of 
tilde bankers. The quantity of alloy varies in the filver current in different parts of the 
empire ; at Rangoon it is adulterated twenty-live per cent. ; at Ummerapoora, pure, 
or what is called flowered filver, is molt common ; in this latter $11 royal dues are paid. 
The feveral modifications are as follows : 

Rotmi, or pure filver. 

Rounika. 5 per cent, of alloy. 

Rounizee, 1 o per cent. 

Rouafleo, 20 per cent. 

Moowaclzoo, 25 per cent. 

Woombo, 30 per cent. 

Any 
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winger by theqperaooa muft loftt a tnfle, >hjeft dp ftrtft gains : 
metal that adheres to the crucible is his profit. I teas’ mformed, 
can fell tbefe crucibles afterwards ip refiners for forty tecfcals a thou- 
gain accrues to the purchafer from the metal extr^Ee^ from 

zhteen of which cOm- 


It has already' been noticed, that the generanffi^fition of the Birmans is fh&fngiy 
Ton traded with. -that of the natives of India, from whom they are feparated only' by a 
harrow range a£jnountains, in many places admitting of an eafy intercourfe. Not- 
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^Jroall extent of this barrier, the phyfical difference between the 
A tely be greater, had they been fituated at the oppofite extremities ol 
lirmans are a lively, inquifitive race, a&ive, irafcible, and impatient j 
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fuffered to afctsnd the fteps of a court of juftice, but is omgea to aeuver ner teitimony 
on the outfide of the roof. The cuftom of felling their women to ftrangers, which 
has before bepn adverted to, is confined to the loweft claffes of fociety, and is perhaps 
oftener the confe|uence of heavy pecuniary embarraSffment, than an ad of inrlinatirm : 
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confidered as fhameful, nor is die female difhonoured^ partly per* 
lufe, and partly from their habis of education, women furrendei 
1ms of this barbarous cuftom with apparent refignation. It is alfc 

feldora unfaitliful toJj^Ajmijm mafters ; indeed they afr 
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■••W VV**W««*MW) » *ipt mi %**lj IVl »»v«5s they are reqtiire4 to ptrfbr 
char|aeriftic of Birman wives; iti gem**! f.t% hare;fo#fcfe earn 
letfcrefcrthe corruption oftheir minds. A womait ofthHighefTra^; leidom fits in 
ldlenefe at home; her female fervants, like thofe.of Greciaii^mesMantiquity, ^ 
« the various labours of the loom,” whilft the miftrefs fuperinten<®d dStS 
induftry. On the occafion of a formal vifit to the mother of the pStoueSK. 
©bferved, in one of the galleries of her palace, three or four looms at Wm-fc S 
by the damfels of her boufehold. Weaving is chiefly a female ^Safen^J^ 

Birman famihes make all the cotton and filk cloth that is required for their dnrmn? 
confumption. n * iorawnc 

The Birmans, in fome points of their difpofition, difplay the ferocity of barbarian* 
and in others, all the humanity and tendernefs of pol.Jhcd life : they inflift themS 
favage vengeance on then enemies; ^invaders, defolafioA^arks th Jr track, forth*, 
fpare neither fex nor age : but at home th#^M *ifetit .TZ 

manifeft benevolence, by extending aid «o|i^ 

piety is inculcated * altered jr^fept,. ^ te du^ 4 Sgioufly obf^ed^ A 
common beggar is nd where to be feen : every Individual ^certain Of receiving foftZ 

nance, which, if he cannot procure it by his own labour, is provided for him b£ 
others. \* * 

During the feveral excurfions which we made into the country, we did not nerceiv. 
any of the feathered tnbe^t were peculiar to this part of the world, or that were not 
to be met with m India, tfc^ornitholoey of which is already well known. The Hena? ‘ 

th f e W 01 ? fth f, was of the Roman empire, is a fp«$ 

ofwildfowU called m India the Bramuiy goofe ; but thenafives of Avado notS 

the bird. Of the beads of Ava, the only one that I faw, with which I was unatv 
quamted, was the ichneumon, or the rat of Pharaoh, called by the natives OunbS 
Iris a fwgete cnxwmftaiice, that there Ihould not be fuch an brumal as. the iackrik 
the Ava^don^sj confidfsaim ttat they are fo numerous in the adiofeiomitrv 
Pegue abounds in bri||^h^they a^to.bemet with in o&Mrts of the 


i«we, Amfooms to , 

Xoflrof thewlm Elephant, and T .„ . 

" ■ The Bhroaa ^fa^ thak thneis fahow*: . , 

■■ ' The fpace fo^mii&t&Bgexcuibe failed sad' d< 
charkaa m a k e one paaa $ '^tpaaa a£ 
ib«t hours, commencing atnoori; »-div*fied into eifib 
pqftfdy. thus denSated^ ~ ^ 

Moon Yettee, or noon. 

Louitt Yettee, j P. M* 

Lay Yettee, 6 P.M. 
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Gneah Yettee, 9P.E 
Gneah Gnek Yettee, midnight. 

Gneah Laghee Loung Yettee, 3 in, the morning* 

Mioh Ling Yettee, 6 A. M. 

Gneah Tek Yettee, 9 A.M. 

Thefe divifions of time arc afcertained by a machine rcfembling the hour-glafs, and 
fometimes by a perforated pan placed in a tub of water : they are announced by & 
ftroke on an oblong drum, which is always kept near the dwelling of the chief ma- 
giftrate of the city, town, or village ; it is commonly raifed on a high bamboo ftage, 
with a roof of mats to protect it from the weather. 

The edifice at the royal palace for the reception of this inffrument is of mafonry, 
and very lofty, whence the found is laid to be diftinctly conveyed to the reirfbteft 
extremes of the city. 

The Birman year is divided into twelve months, which, ftricVlv fpeaking, cannot 
be called fynodical, although they comprehend the fame number of days. A revolution 
of the moon, in palling from one conjunction with the fun to another, is performed in. 
29 days, 12 hours, and 44 minutes; but the Birman lunations confift of 29 and 30 
days, alternate, which caufes a difference between the Newtonian and Birman lunar 
account of 8 hours and 48 minutes. The Birman months are as follow ; 

Days,. 


Tagoo contains - - - - - 29 

Kayoung 30 

Nay Young ------ 29 

Wazoo -------- 30 

Wagoung 29 

Toozelien ------- 30 

Sandaing Guite - - - . - 29 

Tazoung Moang - - - - - 30 

Gnadoh - -- -- -- 29 

Peeazoo .---.--30 
Taboodway ------ 29 

Taboung - -- -- .- 30 


354 

In order to complete a folar revolution, they intercalate in every third year a month 
of 30 days, which is called Toodea Wazoo ; in this third year tne months of Tagoo 
and Nay Young have each 30 days inftead of 29 ; they likewife fupprefs or pafs over a 
day, which, if reckoned, would either be the 31ft Taboung, or the ift of T^goo; 
by thefe means the number of days in three folar years is thus computed : 

* Day*. 

Three lunar years, of 3 54 days each - - - - 1062 

Infercalary month in the third year - - - - 30 

Two intercalary days in Tagoo and Nay Young 2 

Gupprefied, or palled over at the end of the year 1 

1095 


0 


This 
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Tliis computation, correfponds, in the number of days, with three years ; every 
Fourth year, however, will occafion the difference of a day, on account of our biflex- 
tilc or leap-year ; of this the Birmans are fully fenlible, as well as of many other 
defefts in their manner of reckoning : to remedy the confufion likely to enfue from 
fuch erroneous calculations, their ftyle or mode has frequently been altered by arbi- 
trary authority. Hisprefent Birman Majgfty, however, is fo delirous to afcertainand 
eftablilh, by accurate tables, a permanent and unvarying meafurement of time, that he 
made an application to the late governor-general of India to fend to his capital a Bramin 
well verfed in aftronomy, to aililt the ’deliberations of his council of profeffors, among 
whom His Majefty always prefides in perfon, and he is faid to be no inconfiderable 
proficient in the fcience of aftronomy. 

The manner in which the Birman month is fubdivided, I imagine, is peculiar to 
their nation : inftead of reckoning the d ays progrcilivcly from the commencement to 
the clofe of the month, they advance no farther than ihe full moon, from which they 
recede by rctrogrelfivc enumeration until the month is {itiiflied. 

Thus the new moon is called, 

Lahzan terrait gnay, or firft day of the increafing moon. 

Lahzan gnerait gnay, fecond day, Sec. 

Lahzan loungrait gnay, third day, &c. 

Lahzan layrait gnay, fourth day, &c. 

Lahzan narait gnay, fifth day, Sec. 

Lahzan kioukrait gnay, fixth day, &c. 

Lahzan koonrait gnay, feventh day, &c. 

Lahzan flieafeddainrait gnay, eighth day, See. 

Lahzan karait gnay, ninth day, Sec. 

Lahzan layrait gnay, tenth day, &c. 

Lahzan fay terrait gnay, eleventh day, Sec. 

Lahzan fay-generrait gnay, twelfth day, Sec. 

Lahzan fay loungrait gnay, thirteenth day, &c. 

Lahzan tauay layrait gnay, fourteenth day, &c. 

Lah bee, fifteenth day. See. 

Lah bee-goo terrait gnay, or the firft day of the decreafing moon. 

The feventeenth, eighteenth. Sec. correfpond with the fecond and third of the 
increafing moon, l'ubllituting Lah Bee-goo for Lahzan. The laft day of the month, 
whether of twenty-nine or thirty days, is called Lah gnay. 

The Birman month is divided into four weeks of feven days each ; the days are 
diftinguilhed by the following names : 

Tamaing nuaye, Sunday, the firft day of the Birman week. 

Talain lah, - Monday. 

Aing gah, - Tuefday 

Boodt-hoo, - Wedncfday. 

Keah-fubbeday, Thurfday. 

Zoup keah, - Friday. 

Sunnay, - - Saturday. 

The eighth day of the increafing moon, the fifteenth or full moon, the eighth of 
the decreafing moon, and the laft day of the moon, are religioufly obferved by Bir- 
mans as facria feftivals. On thefe hebdominal holidays no public bufinefs is tranfaded 
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in the Rhoom: mercantfte dealings arefufoended; I&ndfcmft n forbidden { and the 
ftriCUy pious take no fuftenance between me rifing’irid the fetting of the ftihs hot 
this latter ihfttnce of felf-denial is not very common, and, as l underftood, .is rarely 
pra&Hed, except in the metropolis, where the appearance of fen&tjr is fome times 
affumed as a ladder by which the crafty attempt to climb to promotion. The’fove- 
reign himfelf is a great favourer of the aufterities of the Birman religion ; and his 
cMef minifter, or Wood gee, has for many years, on a Birman fabbath, amhuaed from 
food so long as the fun continues above the horizon. 

' The Birmans are extremely fond both of poetry and mufic ; they call the former 
Yeddoo : when repeated by a fcholar, it flows foft aril meafured to the ear ; it is 
- ibmetimes in fucceflive, ana often in alternate rhimes. A line is called Tageoung ; 
a ftanza, Tubbouk. They have epic as well as religious poems of high celebrity, and 
they are fond of reciting, in heroic numbers, the exploits of their kings and generals. 
I Was informed, that the prowefs of Alompra is recorded in verfes not unworthy of a 
monarch. 

Mufic is a fcience which is held in confiderable eflimation throughout the Birman 
^empire, and is cultivated at the prefent day more generally than in India, notwith- 
ftanding it is there termed, as by the ancient Greeks, the language of the gods. The 
royal library of Ummerapoora is faid to contain many valuable treatifes on the art. 
Some of the profeflional muficians difplay confiderable fkill and execution, and the 
fofter airs are pleafing even to an ear unaccuftomed to fuch melody. The principal 
inftruments are a Soum, or harp, made of light wood, hollowed and vamifhed, in 
fhape fomewhat like a canoe with a deck j at tne extremity a piece of hard wood is 
neatly fattened, which tapers to the end, and riling curves over the body of the harp ; 
from this curvature the firings, ufually made of wire, are extended to a bridge on the 
belly of the inftrument : there are two founding holes, one on each fide of the bridge. 
The fize of the Soum varies from two to five feet in length. 

The Turr refembles our violin ; it has only three firings, and is played on with a 
bow. I at firft imagined it had been of European introduction, and brought to Pegue 
by the Portugueze ; but I was allured it was an original inttrument of the country. 

The Pullaway is a common flagelet. 

ThC Kyezoup is a collection of cymbals, which are fufpended in a bamboo frame ; 
thefe cymbals, varying in fize, produce modulated gradations of founds j there were 
eighteen in the Kyezoup that I faw. * 

The Patola, or guitar, is a curious inftrument ; it is the exaCt form of a crocodile in 
miniature ; the body of which is hollow, with founding holes on the back ; thiree 
ftrings of wire extend from the ihoulder to the tail, and are fupported on bridges at 
each extremity ; the ftrings are tuned by means of pegs in the tail, to which they are 
fattened it is played on by the finger, and is generally ufed to accompany the voice. 

The Boundaw is a collection of drums, oblong in form, and varying in fize, which 
are fufpended perpendicularly in a wooden frame by leather thongs. The whole 
machine is about five ‘feet in diameter, and four feet high. The performer ftands in 
the centime, and beats on the drums with afmall (tick. This inftrument is always intro- 
duced when there is a full band, and is much ufed in procefiions, being carried by 
two men, whilft the performer ihuffles along in the infide, playing as he goes. 

The Ileem ts the pipe of Pan, formed of feveral reeds neatly joined together* and 
founded by a common mouth-piece ; when playea with Hull, it produces a’ very plain- 

Hlj principal inftruments of mufic in ufe among th<? Birman*. Dr. 

6 Buchanan 
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B»chaPMtj?archafe4a ic ow p l ptd tacksi* «ihiclt is about ftvqor 

'.Sait fVgjM* i’&ifyify, hu-mm * • % aU mankind ;.amoJig the boatmen thacnftpd 
«pyp^e,'4, doubt one; did not p qfleft an inftrument of ume 

fort' I ,£e" ^ho could procure, no better, ., had what wre call a Jew’s harp, with which, be 
delighted o beguile half an hour of a cool evening, after a day of Jb^urd labour under 
a burning fun. . V. . 

Of the ancient Pallis*, whofe language conllitutes at the prefent day th^facred text 
of Ava, Pegue, and Siam, as well as of feveral other countries eaftward of the 
Canges; and of their miration from India to the banks of tjie Cali, the Nile of 
Ethiopia, we have but veripmperfed information. As a nation, they have long ago 
ceafed to exiit : they are'faid to have poflefled, in former times, a dominion ftretchiag 
from the Indus as far as Siam, and to have been conquered by the Rajaputras, who 
changed the name df their country from Palifthan to Rajaputra. In the old books of 
the Hindoos they are called Paliputras, and it may, I think, be concluded, that , they 
were the Palibothri of the ancients. 


It has been the opinion of fome of the moil enlightened writers f on the languages 
of the Eaft, that the Pali, the facred language of the priefls of Boodh, is' nearly anted 
to the Shanfcrit of the Bramins ; and there certainly is much of that holy idiomea- 
grafted on the vulgar language of Ava, by the introduction of the Hindoo religion. 
The character in common ufe throughout Ava and Pegue is a round Nagari, derived 
from the fquare Pali, or religious text ; it is formed of circles and fegments of circles, 
variouily difpofed and combined, whilft the Pali, which is folely applied to the purpofes 
of religion, is a fquare letter, chiefly confiding of right angles. 

The Birman language contains thirty-three Ample founds, to reprefent which their 
alphabet, commonly called kagye kague, confifts of an equal number of diftinCt cha- 
racters, exclufive of various marks and contractions, that fupply the place of long and 
fhort vowels, diphthongs, &c. Thefe are explained and enumerated in feparate feries 
in the Birman fpelling-book, entitled kaynboungie, in which every poflible combination 
is given and exemplified. 

It fiiould be obferved here, that there is no representation of the vowel correfpond* 
ing with our fliort a, as from the frequent occurrence of that found in the middle and* 
at the end of words, it was found convenient to omit it in writing ; it is neverthelefs 
to be pronounced after every fimple found or confonant not fupplied with another 
vowel, unlefs it be forbidden by a mark of elifion placed over the letter, or excluded 
by the junction of twp or more confonants, in the form of a compound character. .Thefe 
Angularities, I am informed by Mr. Wilkins, are common to all the alphabets of. the 
Hindoo clafs. , 

The Birmans write from left to right, and though they leave no difUnguifhing Ipace 
between their words, they mark the paufes of a fentenceand the full flops.. Their 
letters are diftinCt, and their manufcripts are in general very beautiful. 


# In Captain Wilford’s elaborate and learned Differ tation on Egypt and® the Nile, from* the ancient 
books bf the Hindoos, there is the following paffage^ 

** The hiftory of the Pallis cannot fail to he interefting, efpecially as it will he found much conne&ed 
with that of. Europe ; and I hope foon s to be fupplied with materials for a full account of theirs Even 
their miferabie remains in India muff excite compaffion> when we confide^ how great they once, were, and 
from what height they Je 11, through the intolerant zeal and fuperflition of their iwignbours. Their 
features are tHHtuIiar, and their language ^different, but perhaps not radically, from tnat of the other 
Hindoos. Thetr Villages are fttilcalfed Afiat. Kefearch. voL iii. 1 'r** * ’ ] 

t Captain Wilford on Egypt and the Nile. JLoubere’j Account of Siam* Chambers on the Ruins'of 
AJ*raUpuram, Afiat. ftcfearch. vol. i. 

Th* 
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as&habh the fois^etn parte-of Indiana 
1 atters. are eagiawdvith a ftykm,^*bM^tfcp,airiaai%^ 

e wj ^l ^ oiaflq^ • there, is ..a Ithraryor , rt^ofiloif *£ 
lac q^e 4 djefe» Books in the Pali text, are fometimes compofed ..of* vtnini 
hi|yaiiB^ ’ 4 ^if-a^ly plaitBiL and yarmfited over *i fuch a wSMoer aa tb -figa-ta^a'faao^ii'., 
a^SSlce upoitaieaf of axnr dimenfions ; this furface isafferw^rds gilded, »&&*' 
iacr^ktters are traded apod if in black and fhiaing japap,.- The 
b£^*»tlis za&$gp&s of gold on a red* g?re^, or blaefc^(| wnd. ■;•'.■ 

^the a&oftatkm of poetry the language is exceedingly melodious $ evetMfee .''fpic&a. 
or'cotntnon cenverfation appears to be meafured, and the concluding word of each : 
fiance ai lengthened by a roufical cadence, that marks %e petSod to the eap*# * : 
pf^on wholly* unt^cquamted with the meaning. / , ■•.*•». i/iU twt 

. f^he annexed plate exhibits the Ample elementary .-chara&ers, with theifound that. 

and the name in the Birman tongue; this name has an appropriate 
nkjwiingyljflcb as sgreatka,’ ’ “ fpiral ka,” ‘^circular za,”&c. but fomeof thefe chara&ers 
-fitch as No. 4, 9, at, 12,13, * 4 » > 5 > * 9 > * 3 » 3 s * / 

this alphabet is .added the Shanfcrit elementary chara&er, analogous to each c«, 
t^ jSttanaacbaraders ; alfo the Birman cyphers, and a fpecimen of the ancient Pali, 
tahen from a very beautiful manuscript in my polTeffion, which contains an account of 
theiceretnony ufed-in the confecrafion of Rhahaans # . ., * • * 

It is difficult to afcertain with preciiion the exact limits of the Birman empire^ 
Dr^Bucbanan, who accompanied me, fought for geographical information with the 
raoft;diligent inquiry ; he procured, but not without considerable trouble and expence, 
fhe^tes of every part of the Birman territories ; and.he has traufmitted the materials 
which he thus collected to the Eaft India Company. Thofe fketches, however, being,; 
confined in various and detached pieces, not forming any conne&ed body, nor yet 
reduced to a graduated fcale, can hardly be brought into the fhape of a regular map 
without the aid of fome further communications ; they are neverthelefs documents of 
ntuch^itirtrinAc. value and importance $ it is therefore to be hoped that, with the aid of 
fome *adtfitional lights, a vacuum on the terreftrial globe will, ere long, be Ailed up, and 
a,pifffeo%pf the earth delineated, which heretofore has been very iroperfeftjyknown. Ota 
a^probaWe calculation from Dr. Buchanan’s papers of the extent of the prefent Birman 
empi*er it sq?p(fiars to include the fpace between the 9th and abthd^reespCqorth lat^' 
tudg, and between the 93d and 107th degrees of longitude eaft .of Greenwich, abjpq| 
ip$Q geographical miles in length, and 600 in breadth ;, thefe are the ^certain«i 
alfte limits, taken from the Birman accounts ; bat it is probable that tjieie 
lteemhiliU farther to the .north. , It taptlik; 

o ftaa .- TO qes, and is in many places veryiimc/iTidera^ 
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PbitAffiangfanteih'ta make MfiroiMmcah (Mjervatiotu. — Mdjhgeftem 
«**jSW4w n/fcr. -*» Frifhtit if Wheat, *»u. Btdrft*-* Honey.' Binged Paniter 
1 ’• maimed atCoitri. *-*-'Mode of catching 'Orild 'Elephants. *+*King Jbficitous to introduce 
f the Art <f Glafs-making. — Attentions from Viceroys to foreign Minifiers. — Letters 
drrhe from Bengal, — 0«lr l*wp/p healthy ; -*• Ch'tnefe the rvoeife : — the Caufe. — . 
Ceremony arranged ; *— Ptocejfmn ; >*r -Manner of Entrance ; — Introduffion into the 
- Lotto, or Grand Council Hall. — Defcription of the Court / — /At Magnificence 
‘if/ay »flA prefent. — • tyuejlions propqfed. — - Banquet - Formalities obfermd irv 
returning* 

* * i 

THE occurrences thafiook pjace in the fnterval between our arrival 1 and tfie*3«rfi 
of Auguft, the day appointed for our formal introdu&ion, were not of fufficient iropotf-- 
tance to require a minute relation. We enjoyed whatever perlonal convenience the 
country could fupply ", and I gladly embraced every opportunity to evince tftl'ntoft 
implicit confidence ; which I am induced to think was productive of benficial ccrtti- 
quences. To my public character, as will appear in the fcquel, th'e conduit of the' 
Birman court was punctilious and haughty, even to infufferable arrogance ; but my 
accommodation and fecurity as an individual were attended to with all the urbanity that 
could be expeC&Vd from the mod polilhed ftate of Europe. 

Geography is the foundation of all hiftorical knowledge, without which* hiftory 
becomes little better than romance. Having hitherto found the moil authentic geo- 
graphical information that I c,ould obtain refpeCting countries eaftward of the Ganges 
to be extremely -erroneous, I was on that account more particularly defirous to deter- 
tnine the true fituadon of the capital of Ava ; efpecially as I had now a favourable- 
opportunity of profiting by the aifiltance of a gentleman of high profefiional talent*. 
It feemed expedient, however, to obtain the fanftion of the Birman government, before 
I authorized Mr. Wood to commence aftronomical obfervations ; and, in reply to an 
application I made through the Maywoon of Pegue, I received the molt liberal acqui- 
escence ; a compliment that was afterwards enhanced by a gracious meffage frooTHis 
Birman Majefty, defiring to know, according to our calculation, the exalt time when 
* the expected ecUpfe of the moon was to take place, and, as it was partial, what pdrdon 
of the lunar body would be in {hade ? Mr. Wood fatisfied him in both partictti*ik, 

. and we were informed that the King, on comparing Mr. Wood’s account with hfe-oWH 
predictions (for he is faid to be himfelf an adept in the fcience), difeovered only a -fight 
deference in the fegment^ef the moon which was to be obfeured. Mr- Wood's ‘know- 
ledge procured him considerable rlfpedt among the better informed 'natlte*, but it 
excited the terror of the vulgar. Berne obliged at night to leave thegrove and go out 
~«rih fie plain, in order to- have a diftinlt view of fie heavenly bodies, the peafants that 
- inhabited fie neighbouring villages believed him to be a necromancer, and his tele- 
.fcope;and Hmerfceeper inftruraeatB of *nagi6 s in their wonder they fometimes croWfied 
, about Mm lb PM* difturb his operations $ but it was nothing more than harxfiefi fibrin. 
fity ; > they wanted to difeover by what means he held communication.with theNzfttSiJthe 
iupflroasx«se 5 d-,a«d i&vifible agents of the air. 1 <■ . *• 

v which had now rifen to its ulmoft height, had encrawfifiMb tqnch on 

.fit. to threaten a general inundation ; and we begah -to’ think 'it not 
-qnpfifij^t^wr Aufiidte obliged fame fight Mftity-to efcfigpfi&jK&tace from 

iq fin 



5*»- BVMBS’S "£MBA8#,V> ;T© ••**&*' 

The common books of the Birmans, like thofe of the Hindoos, particularly of fuchT 
as inhabit the fouthern parts of India, are compofed of the palmyra leaf, on which the ; 
letters are engraved with a llylus •; -but the Birmans far excel theBraminical Hindoo? 
in the neatne&. of the execution, and in the ornamental part of their volumes. fa 
every kioutu, or uionaflery, there is a library or repofitory of books, ufually kept in 
lacquered chefts. Books in the Pali text, are fometimes compofed of thin ltripes of * 
bamboo, delicately plaited, and varniffied over in fuch a manner as to form a fmooth 
and hard furface upon a leaf of any dimenfions ; this furface is afterwards gilded, and the 
facred letters are traced upon it in black and fliining japan. The margin is illumined 
by wreaths and figures of gold on a red, green, or black ground. 

In the recitation of poetry the language is exceedingly melodious ; even the profe 
of common converfation appears to be meafured, and the concluding word of each 
lenten ce is lengthened by a mufxcal cadence, that marks t£e period to the ear of a 
peirfon wholly unacquainted with the meaning. * 

The annexed plate exhibits the fimple elementary characters, with the found that 
each esepreifes, and the name in the Birman tongue: this name has an appropriate 
meaning, l'uch as “ great ka,” “ fpiral ka,” ^ circular za,”&c. but feme of thel'e characters 
are very rarely ufed, fuch as No. 4, 9, 1 1, 12, 13, 14, 1 5, 19, 23, and 32. 

To tills alphabet is added the Shaufcrit elementary character, analogous to each of 
the Birman characters ; alfo the Birman cyphers, and a fpecimen of the ancient Pali, 
taken from a very beautiful manufeript in my poffeffion, which contains an account of 
the ceremony ufed in the confecration of Rhahaans *. 

It is difficult to afeertain with precifion the exact limits of the Birman empire. 
Dr. Buchanan, who accompanied me, fought for geographical information with the 
molt diligent inquiry; he procured, but not without confiderable trouble and expence, 
Iketches of every part of the Birman territories ; and he has tranlinitted the materials 
which he thus collected to the Kail India Company. Thole (ketches, however, being 
contained in various and detached pieces, not forming any connected body, nor yet 
reduced to a graduated fcale, can hardly be brought into the lliape of a regular map 
without the aid of i'ome further communications ; they are neverthelefs documents of 
much intrinfic value and importance ; it is therefore to be hoped that, with the aid of 
fame additional lights, a vacuum on the terreftrial globe will, ere long, be filled up, and 
a port o i of the earth delineated, which heretofore has been very imperfectly known. On 
a probable calculation from Dr. Buchanan’s papers of the extent of the prefent Birman 
enipii e, it appears to include the fpacc between the 9th and 26th degrees pf north lati- 
tude, and between the qzd and 107th degrees of longitude eaft of Greenwich, about 
1050 geographical miles in length, and 600 in breadth thefe are the afeertain- 
.able limits, taken from the Birman accounts ; but it is probable that their dominions 
ltmch ftill farther to the north. It fhould, however, be remarked, that the breadth 
often varies, and is in many places very incohfiderable on what is called the eaftera 
peninfula. 

, * 1 am indebted for the Shanfcrit chara&er to the kradnefs of my friend Mr. Wilkini, 
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CHA3P. XIII.—. PemxiJJion granted to make , Aftronomieal Obfervations. — • Meffage from 
- A&e King. — ■ River rife's. — Prefent of Wheat. — Bees : — Homy. — Bengal Painter 
employed at Court. — Mode of catching wild ‘Elephants. — * folicitous to introduce 

the Art of Glafs-making. — Attentions from Viceroys to- foreign Mini/lers. — Letters 
arrive from Bengal. — - Our People healthy ; Chinefe the reverfe : — the Caufe. — 
Ceremony arranged ; — ProceJJton ; — Manner of Entrance ; — Introduction into the 
Lotoo, or Grand Council Hall. — Defcription of the Court ; — its Magnificence. — 
King not prefent. — — uejlions propofed. Banquet. — - Formalities obferved irv 

returning. 

THE occurrences thatfttook place in the interval between our arrival and the' 30th 
ef Auguft, the day appointed for our formal introduction, were not of fufficient impor- 
tance to require a minute relation. We enjoyed whatever perfonal convenience the 
country could fupply ; and I gladly embraced every opportunity to evince the moft: 
implicit confidence ; which f am induced to think was productive of benficial confe- 
quences. To my public character, as will appear in the fequel, the conduct of the 
Birman court was punctilious and haughty, even to infufferable arrogance ; but my 
accommodation and fecurity as an individual were attended to with all the urbanity that 
could be expefttd from the mod polifhed Hate of Europe. 

Geography is the foundation of all hiflrorical knowledge, without which hiftory 
becomes little better than romance. Having hitherto found the moft authentic geo- 
graphical information that I could obtain refpeCting countries eaftward of the Ganges 
to be extremely erroneous, I was on that account more particularly defirous to deter- 
mine the true fttuation of the capital of Ava ; cfpecially as I had now a favourable- 
opportunity of profiting by the affiftance of a gentleman of high profeflional talents. 
It feemed expedient, however, to obtain the fanction of the Birman government, before 
I authorized Mr. Wood to commence aftronomieal obfervations ; and, in reply to an 
application I made through the Mayvvoon of Peguc, I received the moft liberal acqui- 
escence ; a compliment that was afterwards enhanced by a gracious meffage front His 
Birman Majefty, defiring to know, according to our calculatibn, the exaCt time when 
the expeCted eclipfe of the moon was to take place, and, as it was partial, what portion 
of the lunar body would be in (hade ? Mr. Wood fatisfied him in both particulars, 
and we were informed that the King, on comparing Mr. Wood’s account with his* own 
predictions (for he is faid to be himlelf an adept in the fcience), difeovered only a flight 
difference in the fegment*»f the moon which was to be obfeured. Mr. Wood’s know- 
ledge procured him confiderable rhfpeCfc among the better informed natives, but it 
excited the terror of the vulgar. Being obliged at night to leave the grove and go out 
en the plain, in order to have a diftinft view of the heavenly bodies, the pealants that 
inhabited the neighbouring villages believed him to be a necromancer, and his tele- 
fcope and time-keeper inftruraents of magic : in their wonder they fometimes crowded 
-about him fo as to difturb his operations ; but it was nothing more than harmlefs curio- 
fity ; they wanted to difeover by what means he held communication. with the Natts,.the 
fupematural and invifible agents of the air. 

The river, which had now rifen to its utmoft height, had encroached ib much on 
.the grove, re to threaten a general inundation; and we began to think it not 
impwbabletnat we jfaould be obliged fome night haftily to change our refidencc from 
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the boufe trfMie boats. The caufe of the fwelling of the waters was not apparent, star 
there had not fallen with us a fuificient quantity of rain to produce the fmaueft altfira* 
tion in thebody of the river: the Birmans, nowever, who knew Hie exaft 4imic |p. 
which it would rife, laughed at our propofing to make ‘arrangements for aTudden 
embarkation, and allured usthat, within the memory of man, the floods had never 
furpafied a certain boundary. . . . • ■ 

Although, from the nature of the grounds in the neighbourhood of our dwelling, 
rice ,wa» the only grain that could be cultivated, we underdood that on the other 
fide of the lake near the city, there were extenfive fields of wheat, , which, from the 
fatnples brought to us, leemed to be equal in quality to the tineft growth of England. 
The market price at Ummerapoora was one tackal, nearly half a crowp, .for a 
taindaung, or bafket weighing about fifty-fix pounds ; but we had no occafion to 
purchafe any, as the provifion made by the commiflary® of government, and the 
presents from thofe who vifited us# kept our (lore-room full. Every perfon who came 
brought fomething, either fruit, flowers, a plate of fine rice, of wheat, or fome 
fimilar mark of relpeft. In return, I treated thofe of the higher order with tea and 
fweptmeats $ of the former they were extremely fond ; and 1 can truly fay, that from 
ten in the morning until evening, the tea equipage was never unemployed. An old 
man who afted as conuniffary, and lived in the rhoorn adjacent to our dwelling, whofe 
titlet was Keywoon, brought all the females of his family to fee us ; they produced as 
their offering, frefli honeycombs hanging from the branches of the bamboo tree ; the 
honey was dropping from the boughs into pans. I was told that the bees were wild 
in the woods, and in fuch plenty that wax formed a ftaplc article of commerce. The 
natives have a mode of gathering the honey without deftroying the infeft. The 
foldiers of the guard and our domeftics continued to receive two- tackal, at dated 
periods, in addition to their allowance of rice ; and beetle-leaf was to be had frefli 
frooi gardens belonging to the adjacent villages. In one of thefe plantations, which 
very much refembled an Englilh hop-garden, I faw a man watering his plants by means 
of a wheel, which raifed water out of a well from a conflderable depth. The machine 
was condru&ed with much ingenuity. 

The reputation that my Bengal draughtfman had acquired by his botanical draw* 
Ings, performed under nhe infpeftion of Dr. Buchanan, having come to the know- 
ledge of His Birman Majedy, or, in the Birman phrafe, having reached the Golden 
Ears, the King was pleafed to defire a fpecimen of his (kill, and fent over a painting 
on glad, executed by a Siamefe artid in his own fervice, fignifying his royal will .. that . 
it mould be copied upon paper. This piflure, which was a tolerable performance, 
represented the mode of catching wild elephants ih the forefts. It was thus defcribed 
to me : the hunters, mounted on tame elephaiitB that are trained to the bufinels, 
by lying flat on their backs, introduce themselves unnoticed into a wild herd, and 
take an opportunity to cad a running noofe in the track of the one that is meant to he 
fecured. The cither end of the rope is fadened to the body of the tame elephant, who 
immediately throws the wild one down p it battle then enfues, in which the trained 
elephant, bong aflided by its affociates, foon overpowers the inhabitant of the woods, 
who is deferred by all the others $ it is afterwards borne away a prifoaer, fad hound 
to two of its captors, whild another moves on at its head, and a fourth urge* it 
behind. In a few weeks, by proper difcipline, the animal becomes docile, and fubmits 
to kt fete. Thofe that are taken in the manner delineated in the plate, I was told, 
•re for the mod part females. Male elephants are ufually enticed by the blandilbmeats , 
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of the females # , trained for the purpofe, into an enclofure or keddah, from whence 
they cannot extricate themfelves, and are eafily fecured. My painter performed the 
talk fo much to His Majefly’s fatisfa&ion, that a requefl was made for his further 
fervices, in executing a drawing of a celebrated image of Gaudma, in which I 
willingly acquiefced. He was employed on it a week, and when it was finifhed, His 
Majefty condefcended to exprefs his approbation cf the performance, which was certainly 
much fuperior to any thing that his own painter could produce. 

Among the articles of foreign trade which had found their way into the Birman 
country, nothing was held in higher eftimation than the European glafs-ware, imported 
into Rangoon from the Britifh fettlements in India. The art of vitrification has long 
been known and pra&ifed in moft countries of the eaft ; but no where can they make 
a pure tranfparant fubftance, like that which is brought from Europe. The Birman 
monarch, who is a great admirer of the manufacture, was particularly defirous to 
introduce it into his dominions ; and fuppofing that every Englifhman mult be verfed 
in the knowledge of making whatever comes from his own country, he fent a mefiage 
to requefl that I would furnifh his artificers with fuch inflructions as might enable 
them to fabricate glafs of a quality equal to what was made in England. Unluckily, 
none of us happened to be fkilled in the myftery of a glafs-houfe ; all, therefore, 
that we could do, was to explain the principles of the art, which Dr. Buchanan 
obligingly undertook ; and in order to facilitate the acquirement, and guide them in 
the practice, I lent them the Encyclopaedia Britannica, and pointed out the article 
where the procefs is fully explained. Baba-Sheen and the Armenian interpreter 
tranflated it into the Birman tongue ; but I much fear that the theory alone, conveyed 
in terms of fcience, will not, without practical experience, advance them very far 
in an art which His Birman Majefty is fo laudably folicitous to bring to perfection 
among his fubjeCts. 

It is a matter too remarkable to pafs unnoticed, that of the numbers who did me the 
honour of a vifit, there was not one that had any (hare in the adminiftration of public 
affairs, the Woondock that met me at Pagahm excepted, who, though of diflinguifhed 
rank, is but an inferior minifter : none of the Woongees or Attawoons condefcended 
to pay me the compliment. The Maywoon of Pegue fometimes honoured me with 
his company : his official confequence, however, was here diminiffied into infignificance, 
notwithftanding he was of the higheft order, except one, of nobility, wearing a tzaloe 
of nine firings. 

When a public minifter is delegated from a foreign power to the Birman court, 
it i6 the eftabliflied cuftom for the Maywoon, or governor of the frontier province 
which the minifter firft enters, to provide for his fafe conveyance to the capital, and to 
attend to his convenience fo long as he continues to refide in the country ; a fervice 
which he is frequently obliged to perform in perfon, as in the prefent cafe of the 
Englifh deputation. The governor of Bamoo, the province bordering on Yunan, 
performed the office to our Chinefe neighbours with the utmoft kindnefs and urbanity, 
and in his frequent vifits to them took the opportunity of calling upon me. He was a 
fenfible man, exceedingly courteous in his manner and addrefs. He faid that he had 
been twice to Pekin in the capacity of legate before he obtained his prefent flatten \ 
and deferibed the journey as very fatiguing, bur, at the proper feafon, not at all 

* For ft more ample description of the manner of catching wild elephants in Tipura, near the mountains 
that divide Bengal from the Birman dominions, fee a Paper by John Corfc, Efq. in the third volume of the 
Afiatic Refearches. The pra&icei>f Pegue differs fomewhat from that of thy Bengal hunters. 
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perilous ; he was upwards of three months in performing it. The road from the 
frontiers of the province of Bamoo until he penetrated far into Manchegee, or Yunan* 
lay through mountains : during the laft thirty days he travelled in a boat on canals and 
rivers. He informed me that there were two languages fpoken in China : one the 
Tirroup or native Chinefc ; the other the Tarrait or Tartar tongue : the latter is the 
language of the conquerors. The Birmans have not liberty to pafs at will into the 
Chinele territory, nor the Chinefc into that of the Birmans ; but the governor has 
power to grant paffports. He gave me an impreflion of the chop, or feal, which he 
was accuftomed to affix to filch papers, and likewife proniilcd me a chart of his route 
to Pekin, which he afterwards prefented to me. I had various occaflons to acknow- 
ledge the attention and kindnefs of this truly well bred and intelligent man, who 
feemed to have profited from his travels, and to have overcome that affected referve 
which is the national charadtcriffic of a Birman courtier. 

On the 13th of Auguft, the arrival of a meflenger from Rangotfn, font by Captain 
Thomas, as the bearer of letters and nevvfpapcrs that had been brought from Calcutta, 
dift'ufed among us that fatisfa&ion which they only who have been in remote coun- 
tries, and long abfent from their friends, can truly cltimate ; it was the firft communica- 
tion we had received fince our departure from Bengal, and the fituation of affairs in 
Europe was at that time extremely interefling. 

In addition to the comfort we experienced from living at cafe, and having every 
want liberally fupplied, our gratitude was due to providence for the ineffimable blefling 
of health, which we enjoyed to a degree that fully evinced the falubrity of the climate ; 
not a fymptom of ficknefs, in a tingle inffance excepted, had manifeffed itfclf among 
our people; but this was not the cafe with our Ghincfe neighbours; they were leis 
fortunate ; a dyfentery, which had early attacked the ienior member of the embally* 
began tofpread among his domdtics ; and although they were not numerous, we heard 
of frequent deaths and of general illncfs among them. As no doubt could be 
entertained of the healthinefs of the fituation we were in, their malady was to be 
aferibed to fomc other caufe than the atmofphere. The governor of Bamoo, 
however, explained the matter very fcnfibly, by obferving, that the ficknefs under 
which they alone laboured, entirely originated in their own indolence, and in the 
pernicious diet that they ufed. The Chinefe arc faid to be naturally great lovers of 
twine* s flefli ; and thefe perfonages pofTcfled all the partiality of their country for 
that unclean animal ; they had eroded a pig-ftye within the inclofure of their dwelling, 
where they fed pork for their own tabic, and, as a matter of compliment, fornetimes 
font a joint of the meat to me ; but though it feemed to be good, we could not bring 
ourfelves to ufe it. In addition to the ill effeds of fuch grofs food, they took no 
exercife, and drank immoderately of fhouchow, a tier)* and deleterious fpirit. The 
governor of Bamoo, who accounted for the caufe of their ailment, condemned their 
lenfuality, which, he faid, he had in vain endeavoured to corred by advice and 
perfuafion. At length the principal legate became fo ferioufly ill that his life was 
judged to be in danger : the governor, anxious for the prefervation of a perfon whole 
lately was in fome degree entrufted to his care, with a humanity that did him honour, 
applied to me for medical afliftance. I)r. Buchanan willingly accompanied him to the 
the lick man's chamber, and on examining his patient immediately perceived that the 
cafe was defperate. He was an emaciated old man, reduced by a difeafe of fuch 
long continuance as to leave no profped of recovery : medicines, however, were 
adminiflercd, which, though they afforded but a temporary relief, raifed a fallacious 
hope in the bread of the fufferer, who expreffed the utmoft anxiety to be able to 
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attend on the day appointed for our public reception, at which time the C.hinofo depu- 
ties were likewil'e to be introduced : they had before been admitted to an informal audi- 
ence? of the King, when the court was at Moengoung, foon after their fir ft arrival, 
where His Majefty met them as though by chance. It is not ufual for the King tu 
receive public miniflers ccremomoufly, except in the metropolis. 

As the time approached that was appointed for our public entry into Unnnerapoora, 
which as yet we had only viewed from our refidence on the oppofite bank of the lake, 
I judged it proper to make fomc inquiry refpefting the ceremonials ufually obfervedon 
fuch occafions, and the exterior forms of homage that would be required. I wifhed 
alfo to afeertain the relative degree of rank that would be granted to the agent of the 
Governor-general of India ; and as I was oliicially given to underhand that the Chinele 
deputies were to be introduced on the latnc day, I urged my right to precedence, on 
the thorough perfuafion that they did not conhitute an imperial embaffy, but wore 
merely a provincial legation, although probably fan&ioned by the monarch of China. 

The ncceflify of ascertaining thefe points became evident, from the fcrupulous regard 
to external forms which the Birmans manifefted upon every occafion. The Maywoou 
of Pogue being the channel of my official communication, I received through him, in 
reply to my firil applicaton, a general aflurance of due attention, but an equivocal 
anlwer with refpcct to the ( hinefe. Repeating the requifition for fatisfaltory particu- 
lars, 1 was informed that 1 fliould be allowed parity of rank with the nobility of the 
court, and that precedence over the Chinefe deputies would be granted to me. With 
thole afiii ranees I remained fatisfied. 

On the 29th of Auguft, the day preceding that of our formal introduction, I received 
a meffage, defiring to know what number of attendants I meant to take with me, and 
to fpccify the rank they bore, particularly that of the pundit, the nioonfhee, and painter. 
1 was at the fame time acquainted, that it. was not cudomary to admit armed men into 
the palace, a form to which 1 readily aflented. l/ate in the evening, another mcfliige 
was brought to inform me, that the profeflion of Dr. Buchanan was held by the Birmans 
in a Ids dignified eftimation than it bore among us ; and that it was unufiial, on fuch 
folcmn occafions, to receive a perfon of his fhtion into the lotoo, or great council hall. 
1 took fomc pains to vindicate the dignity of the liberal and enlightened profeflion of 
medicine, and explained to them, that there was no monarch of Europe who did not 
confider a phvfician as worthy to hold a place in the molt diftinguifhed ranks of focicty. 
This difficulty was at length conquered ; they agreed to receive the Do&or, but ftipu- 
lated that he fhould ride on horfeback in the proceffion, and not be indulged with an 
elephant : a privilege which, they faid, was granted only to perfons of the higheft 
confcquence. 

Preparatory to our vifit, the prefents intended for His Majefty were carefully afTorted, 
and put into feparate boxes : they were both handfome and coftly, confiding of various 
kinds of European and Indian articles, fuch as mirrors, cut glafs, fire-arms, broad 
cloths, embroidered muffins, and Indian fillcs, all of the fined ^quality that could be 
procured ; among other things there was a Shanlcrit manufeript* fuperbly illumined, 
and written with beautiful minutenefs ; it was a copy of the Bagwaat Geeia, inclofed 
in a cafe of gold, and defigned as a perlonal compliment from Sir John Shore, the 
Governor-general to His Birman Majefty : there was alio an electrical machine, of the 
effefts of which fome of the Birmans were not ignorant *. The boxes* were covered 
with red fatin, and fadened to poles, for the convenience of being carried on men’s 

* Au dcflrifyiiig machine had been introduced feveral years ago by a Frenchman. 
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fhoulders. Every matter was arranged on the day before the ceremony was to take 
place. 

On the 30th of Auguft we took an early breakfaft, and about eight o’clock a Sere* 
dogee, or fecretary ol the lotoo, came to acquaint us that boats were prepared to 
convey us acrofs the lake. Our dumettics had received orders to hold them (elves in 
readinefs, drefled in the livery of the embafly, and the guard was paraded without arms. 
The prefents having been fent before, we walked to the water-fide attended by Baba- 
Sheen, the Sere-dogee, and feveral ini erior officers : at the fame time the two junior 
members of the Chincfe million, the fenior being now at the point of death, came forth* 
from the gate of their inclofure, attended by a retinue comparatively very fmall. We 
found three war-boats at the bank ready to receive us ; thefe boats were fufficiently 
capacious for the number they were deftined to contain : the largeft was of fifty oars, 
but they were not above one-third manned, probably with a view to our accommoda- 
tion, as the veflels are fo narrow that perfons unaccuftomed to them cannot fit between 
the rowers without inconvenience : it did not, however, efcape # our notice that they 
were quite plain, without either gilding or paint. We were about twenty minutes in 
rowing to the oppofite fide of the lake, and found a crowd of people collefted near 
the water’s edge to fee us land. The place where we landed appeared to be nearly a 
mile, in a direft line below the fort, the fouthern walls of which are vvafhed by the lake 
when the waters are fwollen. Three elephants and feveral horfes were waiting to con- 
vey us, and fome Birman officers of inferior conlequence attended at the bank, drefled 
in their robes and caps of ceremony. The furniture of the animals wc were to ride 
was far from being fuperb. Men of rank in the Birman empire always guide their 
own elephants, and fit on the neck, in the fame manner that the drivers or mohaats 
do in India : owing to this cuflotu, they are unprovided with thofe commodious feats* 
in which an Indian gentleman repofes at eafe on the back of this noble heart:, whillt 
the government of it is entrufted to another perfon. A large wicker balket, fomewhat 
refembling the body of an open carriage, but fmaller, without any elevated feat, and 
covered with carpets at the bottom, was fartened on the back of the elephant by means 
of iron chains that parted under his belly, and were prevented from chafing him by 
tanned ox-hides. This equipage was neither comfortable nor elegant ; but as 1 had not 
learned how to manage an elephant and ride between his ears, there was no alternative } 

I was obliged cither to take what was provided, or fubmit to a lefs dignified convey- 
ance. The drivers, inftead of making the beaft kneel down to receive his rider, as is 
the cuftom in other countries, drove him up to a temporary ftage that had been ere&ed 
for the purpofe of mounting. Each of the Chinefe deputies was alfo honoured with 
an elephant. Mr. Wood and Dr. Buchanan rode on handfome fpirited horfes, of the 
fmall Pegue breed, which had been prepared for them, and were equipped with much 
better furniture than was afligned to the elephants. The Birman laddies, however, 
not being well calculated for the eafe of an European rider, two of Englifh manufac- 
ture, which we had brought with us, were fubftituied in their Head. The moonfhee, 
the pundit, and the painter, were likewife permitted to ride on horfeback. After we 
had adjufted the ceremonial of mounting, the proceflion was marlhalled in the follow- 
ing order : 

/i Sandohgaan, or mafter of the ceremonies, on horfeback ; 

An Oniroupferee, or regifter of ftrangers, on horfeback ; 

A Letzounferee, or regifter of prefents, on horfeback, 
drefled in their official robes and caps j 

J 3 


Soldiers 
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Soldiers that compofed the effort ; 

The elephant of the reprefentative of the Governor-General ; 

Mr. Wood, and Dr. Buchanan, on horfeback ; 

Baba-Sheen, as chief Interpreter ; 

The Chinefe Deputies, on elephants, preceded by their lervants, bearing flags. 

A Woondock, or fecond counfcllor of date j 
Two Terrezogces, or officers who hold judiciary ffations- 

The fervants of the embafly walked on each fide, two by tw'o j and a number of 
conftables attended, with long white rods, to keep off the populace. 

The proceffion being thus arranged, we commenced our march, keeping a moderate 
pace, fo as rot to diftrefs the bearers of the prefents. After proceeding a ffiort way, we 
entered a wide and handfome flrcet that was paved with brick : the houfes on each 
fide were low', built of wood, and covered with tiles ; they had been evidently prepared 
for the occafion, being frefli whitewaffied, and decorated with boughs and flowers $ the 
(hops, which are ufually open towards the ftreet, difplayed their beft goods. In front 
of each houfe was a flight latticed railing of bamboo, advanced into the ftreet, to the 
diftance of three or four feet ; over this fpace was fpread a fhade of bamboo mats, that- 
reached from the eaves of the houfes to the railing, forming a fort of covered balcony, 
every one of which was crowded with fpe&ators, men and women indilcriminalely. 
Boys fat on the tops of the houfes, and the ftreets were fo thronged as to leave otilv a 
fuflicient fpace for the proceffion to move without interruption ; but what rendered the 
feene molt remarkable was, the pofturc which the multitude preferved ; every peribn, 
as foon as we came in fight fquatted on his hams, and continued in that attitude until 
we had paffed by : this was an indication of high refpeft. Throughout the crowd 
there was no difturbance nor any extraordinary noife ; the populace looked up and 
gazed in filence, nor did they attempt to follow us, but were fatisfied with a tranfient 
view. The pagwaats, or conftables, armed with long rods, fometimes affected to ftrik* 
thole wito were molt forward, in order to make them recede ; but in this act they 
humanely avoided hurting any one, generally directing the blow to the ground clofe to 
thole whom they intended to remove. Thus we palled through fever.d wide ftreets 
running in a Itraight direction, and often croffed by others at right angles. We per- 
ceived only two brick houfes, and thefe we were informed belonged to foreigners. Con- 
tiguous to the fort was a fnvall ftreet, entirely occupied by the Ihops of filverfmiths, who 
exhibited their wares in the open balcony, and dilplayed a great variety of Birman 
utenfils in plate. The diftance from the landing-place to this ftreet we computed to be 
two miles. Immediately after we croffed the ditch of the fort, which was wide, deep, 
and faced with brick, but had little water in it : the paffage was over a caufeway 
formed on a mound of earth, in which there was a chafin of about ten feet to carry off 
the rain, and acrbfs this a itrong bridge of planks was laid. Between the bridge and 
the foot of the wall there was a fpace, eighty or a hundred feet wide, on which two 
redoubts were railed to defend the paffage of the ditch : the rampart, faced by a wall' 
of brick, was about twemy feet high, exclufive of the parapet, which had embra hires 
for cannon, and apertures for mufquetry. Small demi-baflions project'd at regular 
diftances beyond the wall, but they did not appear to contain fuflicient* fpace to admit 
of heavy ordnance. The body of the rampart was compofed of earth, fu Tamed exter- 
nally and withjn by ftrong w’alls j the gate was maffive, with a wicket in it ; and the 
fort altogether, confidcred as an eaftern fortification, was refpettable, but infuiiicieut to 
refill the approaches of an enemy fkilled in the fcience of war. The Birmans, how- 
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ever, believe it to be impregnable; they put their trufl in the height and folidity of 
their wall, which they conceive to be ftrong enough to refill all affauUs, independant 
of tlie cover of a glacis, or any other advanced work than the ditch. 1 did not attempt 
to mortify their pride by telling them adikgreeablo truth, that a battery of half a dozen 
cannon would, in a few hours, reduce their walls to a heap of ruins ; and indeed it I 
had told them lb, it is probable they might not have credited the information. 

We entered by theweftern gate : there was little diftinclion between the houfes in 
the fort and thole of the city, except that the dwellings of perfons of official confe- 
quenee, and the members of the royal family, who refuted within the walls, were 
furrounded by a wooden partition that inclofcd a court. We parted, making feveral 
angles in our way, through a market fuppli d with rice, pulfe, and other vegetables, but 
faw neither meat nor fifh. At the difhmcr of two fhort flreets from the palace, wc 
came to a fpot where bamboo ffages were erected for us to alight, funilar to thole at 
the landing-place ; here wc dilmounted, and walked in the fame order as we had rode. 
Coining to the top of a fhort ftreet leading down to the palace, we were defired by the 
Sandohgaan, or matter of the ceremonies, through Baba-Sheen, to flop and make obei- 
fance to the rcfidencc of majetty, by a gentle inclination of the body, and railing the 
hand to the head, as they did ; a defire with which I complied, although I conceived 
the di fiance lb great as hardly to require that mark of ivfpeci. When we had pro- 
ceeded two or three hundred yards farther, the Sandohgaan repeated the ceremony of 
bowing, to which I offered no objection ; nor fhould I have felt the linalle/l reluctance 
in complying, had not the manner of the Sandohgaan been what I confidercd extremely 
difrefpcctful. Thus we proceeded, until we came to the rhoom, which was a lofty 
hall, raifed four or live feet from the ground, and open on all tides ; it was fituated 
about a hundred yards from the gate of the palace court, on the left hand, and in the 
centre of a fpacious area. Putting off* our {hoes we entered the falcon, and fat down 
on carpets that were fpread for us, with our faces towards the palace gate; here the 
prt fonts were depofited, v.hilfc the Chinele deputies look their places on the other 
fide. 

It was now about ten o’clock, and the Woondock intimated that we mult wait until 
all the princes of the royal family arrived, before it would be proper for us to enter: 
we had fat but a fhort time, when the Prince of Pegalnn, the junior of the King’s fons 
in point of rank though not in years, being born of a different mother, made his appear- 
ance. lie was mounted on the neck of a very fine elephant, which lie guided hirnfclf, 
fitting on a fcarlct cloth embroidered with gold, whiltt a fervant behind, on the back 
of the animal, fereened him from the fun with a gilded parafol. About fifty muf- 
quetevrs led the way ; thefe were followed by a number of halberdiers, carrying fpcars 
with gilded drafts, and decorated with gold taflels. Six or eight officers of his houfe- 
hold (each of the King’s Ions have a feparate eftablifhment) came next, d refled in vel- 
vet robes with embroidered caps, and chains of gold depending from the left (boulder 
to the right fide ; thefe immediately preceded the Prince’s elephant ; another body of 
fpearmen, with his palanquin of (late, doled the proceffion. On entering the gate, 
he gave to one of his attendants a poliffied iron hook, with which he governed his ele- 
phant ; as not any thing that can be ufed as a weapon is fuffered to be brought within 
the preempts of the palace, not even by Ilis Majefty’s fons. The Prince’s efcort halted 
without the gjitc, and the greater number of his attendants w r ere flopped, thofe only 
being admitted who were of higher rank, together with the men who carried his large 
beetle-box of gold, and his flaggon of water, which are brought rather for ttate than for 
jcft^hincnt. When the Prince had alighted, his elephant returned, and all the attend- 
ants 
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Bnts ranged themfelves in the area between the rhoom and the palace gate. Soon after 
the Prince of Pegahm had entered, the Prince of Tongho, the next in precedence, 
appeared ; he was attended by a fuite nearlv fimilar to that of his brother ; ar.d in fuc- 
ceilion came the Princes of Bafiein and of Prorne : the Engy Tcekein, or heir apparent, 
came laft ; when he arrived it was twelve o’clock, which the great drum that proclaims 
the hours founded from a lofty tower near the palace. The ftate in which the latter 
perfonagetnade his public entrance was highly fuperb, and becoming his elevated llation. 
lie was preceded by a numerous body guard of infantry, confiding of four or five hun- 
dred men, armed with tnufquets, who marched in regular files, and were uniformly 
clothed and accoutred. Next came a party of Cafifay troopers, habited in their fanciful 
drefs. with ! igh conical cups bending backwards. We were told that through 
ref pud they lead alighted from their horfes nearly at the fame place where we had dif- 
mounted. Twenty or thirty men followed thole, holding long gilded wands : then 
came eighteen or twenty military officers of rank, with gilded helmets ; next, the civil 
officers of his houfchold and his council, wearing the tzaloe, or chain of nobility, and 
arrayed in their robes and caps of ftate, varied according to their respective ranks. 
The Prince, borne on men’s fhoulders, in a very rich palanquin, bur without any 
canopy, followed ; he was f created from the fun by a large gilded fan, fupported by 
a nobleman ; and on each fide of his palanquin walked fix Outlay aftrologers, of the 
Braminical left, drefled in white gowns and white caps ftutlded with ftars of gold ; clofe 
behind, his fervants carried bis water flaggon, and a gold beetle-box, of a fize which 
appeared to be no inconfiderable load for a mail, fjeveral elephants and led horfes with 
rich houfings came after ; fome inferior officers, and a body of fpearmen, with three 
companies of mufqueteers, one clothed in blue, another in green, and a third in red, 
concluded the proceffion. 

In every part of this oflentatious parade perfeft regularity was maintained, which con- 
fiderably increafed the efleft. All things feemed to have been carefully predifpofed 
and properly arranged. If it w as lefs fplendid than imperial Delhi in the days of Mogul 
magnificence, it was far more decorous than any court of llitulofhin at the prelent day. 
The rabble was not tumultuous, the attendants and foldiery were filent, and every man 
feemed to know his own place. No noily heralds, as is the cuftom in India, ran before, 
vociferating titles, and overturning people in their way. The dilplay ol this day was 
folemn and dignified, and I doubt much whether, in any other capital, fuch multi- 
tudes could be brought together with fo little confufion; as, befidcs the attendants and 
the military, there were many thoufands of fpeftators. 

Our delay in the rhoom had now been protrafted to two hours, a rircutnftance which, 
though it gratified our curiofity with a moft novel and interefting fpeftacle, yet could 
nut be confidcred as a mark of rofpeft, efpecially as we had not the company of any 
perfon of diltinguifhed rank, the junior Woondock excepted, who ftayed with us but 
a very fhort time. The attendance of the Maywoon of Pegue was, according to the 
ufage of the country, on this occafion our undoubted right ; and the example of the 
viceroy of Bamoo, who paid that compliment to the Chinefe deputies, placed the omif- 
fion in a more ftriking point of view, whilft the fingular charafter of the people put it 
out of my power to attribute the negleft to chance or to calual inadvertency. 

A few minutes after the Engy Teckien, or Prince Royal had entered, we received 
a fummons, in compliance with which we proceeded from the rhoom, ebferving the 
fame order as before j the prefents carried in front, and the merqbers of the Chinefe 
embaffay following the Englilli deputation. As we proceeded, the Sandohgaan was 

exceedingly 
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exceedingly troublefome, by calling on us to make frequent fuperfluous obeifances 
whillt his manner of requiring them was confpicuouily uncivil. I checked hisinfolence 
by obferving, through Baba-Sheen, that if he wiflied me to proceed, he niuft alter 
his tone and demeanour. This reproof, however, had only a momentary effect ; he 
foon refumed his arrogant behaviour, which he repeated throughout the day whenever 
opportunity offered. 

On approaching the gate, the greater part of our attendants were flopped, and not 
permitted to follow us j and we were defired to put off our fhoes, with which we 
immediately complied. 

The area we now entered was fpacious, and contained the Iotoo, or grand hall of 
confutation and of audience, where the Woongeesmeet in council, and where affairs 
of flateare difeuffed and determined. Within this inclofure there is an inner court, 
leparated by a brick wall, which comprehends the palace, and all the buildings an- 
nexed to the royal refidence. Within the gate a troop of tumblers were performing 
their feats, while dancing girls were exhibiting their graces in the open air, and on 
the bare ground, to the found of no very harmonious inufic. We were next ufhered 
up a flight of flairs, into a very noble ' iloon, or open hall, called the lotoo, where 
the court was affembled in all the pomp that Birman grandeur could difplay. On 
entering this hall, a ftranger cannot fail to be furprifed at the magnificence of its 
appearance : it is fup ported by feventy-feven pillars, difpofed in eleven rows, each 
confifling of feven. The fpace between the pillars I judged to be about twelve feet, 
except the central row, which was probably two feet wider. The roof of the building 
is compofcd of diftinft flages, the higheft in the centre. The row of pillars that fup- 
ported the middle, or moll lofty roof, we judged to be thirty-five or forty feet in 
height ; the others gradually diminifh as they approach the extremities of the building, 
and thofe which fuftain the balcony are not more than twelve or fourteen feet. At the 
farther part of the hall there is a high gilded lattice, extending quite acrofs the build- 
ing, and in the centre of the lattice is a gilded door, which, when opened, difplays the 
throne ; this door is elevated five or fix feet from the floor, fo that the throne muft 
be afcendei, by means of fteps at the back, which are not vifiblc, nor is the feat of the 
throne to be Hen, except when the King comes in perfon to the lotoo. At the bot- 
tom of the lattice there is a gilt baluftrade, three or four feet high, in which the um- 
brellas, and feveral other infignia of Hate, were depofited. The royal colour is white, 
and the umbrellas were made of filk of that colour, richly befpangled with gold. 
Within this gnificent falcon were leated, on their inverted legs, all the Princes and 
the principal nobility of the Birman empire, each perfon in the place appropriated to 
Ms particular rank and flation : proximity to the throne is, of courfe, the molt honour- 
able fituation ; and this ffatipn was occupied by the Princes of the blood, the Woon- 
gecs, the Attawoons, and other great officers of flate. The Engy Teekien (or heir 
apparent) fat on a fmall ftool, about fix inches high ; the other Princes on fine matr. 
The fpace between the central pillars that front the throne is always left vacant, for 
this curious reafon, that His Majefty’s eyes may not be obliged to behold thofe whom 
he does not mean to honour with a look. The place allotted for us was next to this 
unoccupied part, but we afterwards dilcovered that the Chinefe deputies had taken 
pofleffion of thofe feats which, according to the etiquette that had been agreed upon, 
the Englilh gentlemen were to have occupied. So trivial a circumftance would not 
have merited attentjpn, had it not been followed by circumft&nces which leffno room 
to fuppofc, that anv aft relating to external forms was either accidental or unpremedi- 
tated on the part ot thofe who regulated the ceremonials. 

After 
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After. we hid taken poffeffion of mats drat had-beanfpnead for -us, fc waftnhgily 
latnORtecU' that wb ought .not to protrude the foies or%ur feet towards the !«s*%e(f 
majefty, but ihould endeavour to fit in the poftifte that Was obferved by tbofe'ar<$0n<i 
tis» With thas defire we would readily have complied if it had jfa een in our poWfer, 
but. we had not yet learned to fit upon our own legs : the flexibiury of mui'cles which 
the Birmans, and indeed all the natives of India, poffefs, is fuch as '&mot be acquired 
by Europeans. A Birman, when he fits, fcldom touches the feat with his pofteriors, 
but is lupported by bis heels. It is fcarcely prafticable for an European, dreffed in 
clofe garments, to place himfelf in fuch an attitude : and if he were able, it would be 
■ out of his power to continue long in it. We inverted our legs as much as poffiblf, and 
the awkwardnefs with which we did this excited a finile from feme ; not a word, .how- 
ever, was uttered, and our endeavours, I thought, feemed to give fatisfattion. In a 
few minutes eight Bramins, dreffed in white facerdotal gowns, and filk caps of the 
••fame colour, ftudded with gold, affembled round the foot of the throne, within the 
baluftrade, and recited a long prayer in not unpleafing recitative ; this ceremony lafted 
a quarter of an hour. When they had withdrawn, the letter from the governor- 
general which I delivered to a Woondock, was placed on a filver tray in front of the 
railing, and a Sandohgaan, or reader, advanced into the vacant fpace, and made three 
probations, touching the ground each time with his forehead : he then read, or rather 
chaunted, in a loud voice, what I underftood was a Birman tranflation of the letter. 
When this was done, the reader repeated his proftrations, and next proclaimed a lift 
of the prefents for the King. Thefc feveral readings being fmiffied, he repeated his 
obeifances and retired : after an interval of a few minutes, an officer, entitled Nak- 
haangpe, advanced, and propofed a queftion to me, as if from His Majefty : on receiving 
my anfwer he withdrew, as it might be fuppofed to communicate the reply, and re- 
turned in an adequate time to alk another : thus he put three feparate queftions to me, 
which were as follows : “You come from a diftant country ; how Jong is it fince you , 
arrived ? How were the King, Queen, and Royal Family of England, when the laft 
accounts catne from thence ? Was England at peace or war with other nations ? and 
was your country in a ftate of difturbance ?” 

The latter queftion alone contained more than words of compliment and ceremony, 
and coming in fuch a folemn manner, required a clear and determinate anfwer on my 
part. I replied in the Perfian language — “ That Great Britain was at enmity with 
France ; that the continent of Europe was the feat of war ; but that the kingdom of 
England enjoyed perfect tranquillity, which it was not probable would lx- difturbed.” 
This interrogation feemed to indicate, that the Birmans had received impreffions of our 
fituation in Europe from no very favourable quarter ; and I had afterwards occafion to 
know, that the unremitting and reftlefs induftry of French propagators had pervaded 
even this remote region ; and that though, in fuch a country, they dare not avow 
their equalizing principles, they left no art unpractifed, through the means of their 
emiffaries, to infinuate doubts, excite fears, and create diftruft of the Eriglifh. 

Thefe were all the queftions that were propofed ; neither the Chincfe, nor any other 
perfdh, being interrogated. In a f^/tfhinutes after my laft reply had been tonveyUcl, 

A very handfome defert was brouj^p^and fet before us ; it confiftgd of a variety%f 
fweetnieats, : &s well China as Birnhufr: ""‘laflick. or pickled tea-leaf, and beej^e| fqrnv*tl 
paft etlrtertainmfent, which was ferved|jip in filver, china, and glafs-Whtie : there 
appearea^^|ft>t ! lefs than a hundred different fmall difiies : wertafted bf a few, and 

hsdatable $ but none of the courtiers partbbkj’br moved from 
their places. About half an hour had elapfed, when we were infbrrhed by the Sao- 
vdn. ix. 3 x doghaan 
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dohgaan that there was no occafion for us to remain any longer. The non-appearance 
of Iiis Majefty was a conliderable dilappointment, as I had been taught to expe£t that 
helwonld have received the governor-general’s letter in perfon : it \fras not, however, 
unril fome time afterwards, that I was made acquainted with the true reafon of his 
abfence 

When v/e rofe to leave the Lotoo, the Sandohgaan defired us to make three 
obeifancos to the throne, by a flight inclination of the body, and railing the right 
hand to the head ; we were then reconducted to the faloon, where we were informed 
it was needfary we Ihould remain until the princes came forth from the palace, and 
had got upon their elephants, as their etiquette did not allow any perfon, on fuch 
Occafions, to mount before the members of the royal family ; we accordingly took 
our places in this hall as before : fhortly afterwards the court broke up, with as much 
form and parade as it had alfembled. 

The ceremony of departure differed from that of entrance : the Engy Teekien came 
out firft, who went in iaft ; next followed the other members of the royal family in 
rotation, and after them came, the Chobwaas, or petty tributary princes : thefe are per- 
fonages who, before the liinnans had extended their conquefts over the vafl territory 
they now pofiefs, had held finall independent fovereignties, which they were able to 
maintain lo long as the balance of power continued doubtful between the Birmans, 
Peguers, and Siamefe ; but the decided luccefs that has attended the Birman arms 
fince the acceflion of the prefent family, having deprived them of their independence, 
their countries are now reduced to fubordinate provinces of the ‘Birman empire. As 
many of their governors as confidence could be placed in, and who were willing to 
take the oath of allegiance to their conquerors, were continued in the management of 
their former pofleflions, and arc obliged to make an annual vifit to the capital, to pay 
homage in perfon at the golden feet. The moderation, as well as the policy of this 
meafure, is laid to have fully anfwcred the ends that were propofed. 

As foon as the royal family had departed, we returned to the place where we had 
left our elephants, ami proceeded home; with this difference, that the Chinefe depu- 
ties, who had followed us to the palace, preceded us in our return ; a circumftance 
which, in addition to leveral others, gave me caufe to attribute want of ingenuoufnefs 
to thole who had the management of the ceremonials. My claim of precedence had 
been unconditionally ftipulated and admitted ; a precedence, which the certainty 
that the Clfiuefe deputies conftiiuted only a provincial million of very inferior confuler- 
ation, gave me an undoubted title to demand. 

With a people lefs attentive to punch lio, or Id’s regardful of the privileges and external 
indications of rank, J ihould certainly not have conlidered it neccflbry to controvert 
matters of no imrinfic moment in theinfelves, but which, when intended to produce 
an effe & on the minds of thole who can only judge from appearances, become, to a 
perion in a public capacity, of real importance. Every occurrence of this day, and 
every object that prefentod irlfilf, evinced the previous care that had been bellowed on 
the minuteft points of Miquette : the uimoft fplendour of the court had been difplayed 
on the occafion ; and I \\,;s credibly informed, that the non-appearance of His Majefty 
Wits neither cuftoipary when a foreign mii.fi ft or from a fovereign ftate was introduced, 
nor. owing to any accidental prevention: but that it was a matter predetermined, in 
order to afford <\ pretext for fp reading abroad that the reprefbntative of the Englilh 
nation had delivered his difputches, and rendered tribute (for fo they denominated 
the ..pre/ents), \vithoi||fts|ng honoured by an interview of their King. Thefe 
apparent indications or ittrogance, which were not dimmilhed by the unworthy 

artifice* 




artifice, of malting me Believe that His Majefty was to have received in perfo% the 
letter from the .governor general, as coming frg'm a fovereign and an equal pow$r, 
gave me reasonable grounds to be difiatisfied with the manner in which the ceremonials 
had been conducted, and made me fufpeft the real light in which, it was the wifhof 
the court that I ihould be confidered. As nothing; degrading to my, public chara£for, 
however, had yet been avowed, I refrained from any formal declaration of my 
fentiments till fnbfequent circumftances confirmed my conjectures, and rendered an 
explanation unavoidable. 

We did not arrive at our dwelling in the grove till pad three o’clock. In our way 
home the fpeclators were few, in companion with the numbers collected lo gaze at us 
when we went, l lje day had been opprt /lively hot ; we were nev-rthelcfs highly gra- 
tified by the fecne we had beheld, which was uncommonly fplendid, and in every 
refpeCt fuited to the dignity of an imperial court. The evening, however, proved cool ; 
and refrelbing breezes recompcnfed us for the full rinds of the day, the tranfaftions 
of which lupplied an interefting topic of converfation until the hour of repofe. 


CHAP. XIV. Prcfmts expected by the principal Cj Jeers a. — of trivia! Value: — Matter 
of Form. — Vi ft the Engy Tech ten . — Conduit cf the Public Officers more refpeciful . — 
Splendour of the Court. — Engy Teckicu . — Ceremony at departing. — Chobwas , or tri- 
butary Princes. — Meed aw Craw, — a Princcjh of high Dignity: — her (hurl — vene- 
rable Perjon: Curio/ify : — Politcnefs. — Vi/it to the Princes of Promc ; — of BaJJien ; — 
of Tong ho ; — and of Pegahm . — Reception at their rcfpeflivc Courts . — View the Pie - 
digaut Tick, or Royal Library . — Noifcs renewed by the Chine fc . — Effects of Defpotifm . 
— Pride of the Minijiers . — Injur mountable Difficulty in a point of Etiquette. — Polite - 
?iefs of the Governor of Bamoo . — Vijit to the Scredaw Poundagee Praw , or Arch 
Priejl . — Magnificent Kioum . — JNumcrous religious Buildings. — Kncbang Kioum , — 
a beautiful Building , — to what Purpofc applied. — A Kioum of extraordinary Splendour . , 
— Vi fit the Arracan Gaiulma ; — enthufiajlic Adoration of the Multitude. — Chounda 9 
or Place of Accommodation for Strangers . — Partake of Ref rejhment.— Return.— 
Dcfcripiion of the Port of U mmerapoora . 

THE next morning, Auguft 31ft, the Shawbunder of Rangoon, and Baba-Sheen, $ 
waited on us with information, that as our formal introduction was now palt, I might 
command elephants and horfes to go wherefoever I plcafed ; and that tht j y had received 
an order to attend and to /hew me whatever was molt worthy the notice of a ftranger. 
They intimated alfo, that the Engy Teckicn, or heir apparent, was to hold a court 
on the following day for the purppfe of our introduction, and that our attendance 
would be expected about the hour of noon. Thefe inftruCtions they had received 
from the Maywoon of Pogue ; to whom I wrote in reply, that as the ftipulated 
formalities, which had been agreed to by all parties, had been infringed on the pre- 
ceding day, it became neceffary, before I could accept of the .Prince’s invitation, to 
receive a pofitive affurance that they would be better obferved on this occaflon. 

I like wife reprefented the conduct of the Sandhougaan as obvionfly difrefpectful, fcnd 
hoped that he would not be allowed to officiate again on our introduction ; but, abc&e 
all, I defired to be explicitly informed, whether or not the Engy Teekien purpofed 
to appear in perfon, without which I could not pofiibly think of .attending his 
court. *.v. 

To this letter I received a civil reply in the Perfian language, affuring me that fome 
part of what to me feeraed objc&ionable, originated in mittake } that the Sandohgaan 

^ x 2 hould 
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fhould be confined for liis improper conduQ: ; and that ‘ the priKe intended to 
receive me in perfon : thefe affurances, coming from fuch a quarter, were perfe&ly 
fatisfa&ory. 

Since my arrival I had . been apprized of a circumftance, of which I was before 
unaware, that it was cuftomary for a perfon in a public capacity to prefent fomething 
of the manufacture of his country, or fome rarity, to each member of the royal 
family to whom he is introduced ; it was likewife ufual, though not indifpenfably 
neceffary, to pay the fame compliment to the chief minilters and the principal 
officers of the court. This prefent, being no more than a piece or two of muffin, 
or filk, was too trifling to be regarded by the individuals for its value : it was,* never- 
thelefs, expedited, and the omifiion would be confidert'd as unhandfome : in addition, 
therefore, to the things that I had brought with me, I gave directions to purchafe 
fuch articles, of European and Indian manufacture, as were moil efleemed, and could 
be procured ; thefe I allotted agreeably to the inftructions of Baba-Sheen and the Shavv- 
bunder, who were fo good as to acquaint me with the eftablilhed forms, and the propor- 
tion to be prefented to each perfon. 

At nine o’clock on the firft of September we crofted the river, nearly with the 
fame attendance as on the former day. In confequence of an application 1 bad 
made to the Maywoon of Pegue, elephants were now provided for Mr. Wood and 
Dr. Buchanan. This was a circumftance which neither the gentlemen themfelvcs 
nor I fhould have deemed of fufficient importance to deferve any attention, had not 
the junior members of the Chinefe embafty been fupplied with them ; but as thefe 
people paid fuch ft rift attention to the minuteft article expivfliva ofrela ive rank, I did 
not think it right that the gentlemen with me fhould be conlidered in a degree inferior 
to the fubordinate members of a provincial delegation, of which, an acquiescence, in a 
lefs dignified mode of conveyance than the Chinefe were allowed, would, on my part, 
have been a tacit admiflion. 

We proceeded through the city by the route we purified before, with the prefents 
carried in front, and obferving the fame order of proceftion. Many of the houfes 
were decorated with flower- pots and garlands, but the fpeefators were by no means 
fo numerous as when we made our ftrlt entrance. We difinounted at the top of a 
ftreet within a few hundred yards of the furrounding wall of the Prince’s palace, 
where ftages had been ereCted for our convenience ; from thence we were conducted 
to the rhoom, which was fituatod a little to the right hand of the principal gate ; 
there was another building of a fimilar kind oppofite to us, which we were informed 
was ufed only for trials, and the tranfa&ion of public bufinefs ; but the one that 
we occupied, was appropriated to ceremony and ftate. In the -formalities of this day, 
a much more refpe&ful demeanour was preferved towards us, than o$ the former 
oCcafion, and we fat in the rhoom with better company. Two Woondocks, the 
mafter of the elephants, and fome other officers bearing emblems of rank, attended 
us; another Sandohgaanalfo officiated in the ceremonials, and behaved very differently 
from the perfon whofe manners had been fo offenfive, and whom I did not obforve 
at court on this day. This conduct fully compenfated for the former incivility,, 
though perhaps the Sandohgaan did not receive any fevere reprehenfion for what ne 
had done.' 

The King of the Birmans, who feents to have a parental fondnefs for all his 
children is fan) t6 be particularly attached to the Engy Teefeien, or eldeft' Prince ; and 
wil^ a lfoei^l fxjky has granted him a lhare of the government almoft equal to tfhat 
he himfd&nxdfafes. The eftabliihment of the heir apparent is becoming his high 

9 ftation 
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llarion and 'i^edadonsi ; and his Wobn, or chief minifter, Hands ampng the 

foremoft of the Birrftan nobles in reputation for wifdom and integrity. 

There was little ia the etiquette of this day different from that of the vifit to fjis 
Majefty : we waited in the rhoom until all the younger Princes had arrived, which 
they did, as before, in rotation, beginning with the junior. The members of the 
royal family went within the gate, before they alighted from their elephants and 
palanquins; but the miniflers "and the nobility demounted on the outflde, and pro- 
ceeded on foot. After each perfon had entered, the gate was immediately clofed, and 
opened as foon as another vifitant prefented himfelf. When we advanced to the gate, 
we expected it would have inftantly been thrown open to admit us; a delay, 
however, occurred, which at firft I was inclined to attribute to fome accidental cir- 
cumftance : but after I had waited fome minutes under a burning fun, finding that 
there was an unnecefl'ary and apparently a ftudied protraction, I turned round and 
walked towards the rhoom ; on this the door was immediately opened, and the 
interior court, on the right hand of the gate, as we entered, difplayed feveral men 
dancing in mafqueradc, and on the left was a band of muficians, and a fet of dancing 
girls without mafks. A little farther on were two handfome houfes ; one of mai’onry, 
with doors and windows clofely refembling Gothic (truCture, flat roofed, and of a 
peculiar but far from inelegant conflrutfion ; the othhr was of wood. We were 
conducted to the latter, and afeended into a capacious faloon, open on three fides. 
Here we found the court aflembled, nearly in the fame manner as at the lotoo. The 
hall confided of fix rows' of pillars, feven in each row ; but there was neither gilding 
nor paint bellowed upon them, fuch ornaments being ftriCtly confined to the fovereign 
and the priefthood. The naked pillars gave a very rude appearance to the apart- 
ment, which was difadvantageoufly contrafted with the brilliant dreffes of the cour- 
tiers. We occupied the fame relative pofition to the reft of the affembly as at the 
lotoo, with this difference, that the gentlemen of the Englifh million had the place 
alfigned to them, which the Chinefe deputies, either through iniftake, or defign, 
pofleffed on the former day. At one end of the faloon, againft a wainfeot, ftood the 
Prince’s fofa of ftate, covered with embroidered cloth, and on each fide were ranged 
feveral utenfils of gold of a very large fize ; fuch as his beetle-box, cup, fpitting-pot, 
and water-flaggon ; above the iofa there was a window in the wainfeot, fix or eight 
feet from the ground, with folding Ihutters, that were clofed when we entered the 
hall. Soon after we had taken our feats, four Bramins dreffed in white facerdotal 
garments, chanted a prayer that lafted a quarter of an hour ; their devotions being 
finilhed, the window before mentioned fuddenly opened, and difeovered the Engy 
Teekien feated behind it. The courtiers immediately bent their bodies, and fat in a 
crouching attitude, with their hands joined : the Englilh gentlemen joined their hands 
like the reft of the company. The Prince feemed to be about twenty-eight or thirty 
years of age, of an open countenar.ce, and rather inclined to corpulency ; but of his 
perfon we could not judge, as his head and Ihouldcrs only were vifible. His habit, 
as ranch as could be feen of it, Ihone with gold, and he wore on his head a pyrami- 
dicatcap, that gliftened exceedingly, but of its real richnefs, we could not form any 
eftimate, being at too great a diftance. A lift of the prefents werq then incited ',io a 
loud yoiceisy 1 reader kneeling in front of the fofa ; after which total iilepce prevailed 
throughout the sdTeihbly : not a word was fpoken by the Prince ; he».t»o^d^d one, 
but fat erfe$ and motionlefs, without appearing to look either to the right or the 
left, quarter o£ an hour elapfed in this dumb interview, when on a 

fudden. 
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fed den, by feme. agency invifible to us, the window-lhutters were^cl^d, and we fa\y 
him n6 more. 

A very handfome deffert was then ferved up on diflies fpread on gilded trays. We 
tailed of feveral things, and, when the repall was ended, returned to the rhoom, in 
which we remained until the royal family palled by. As much form was obferved 
this day, as when the court affembled at the lotoo ; and the demonftrations of refpeft 
manifefted towards the Engy Teekien, as well by his brothers as by inferior {'objects, 
fell little fiiort of what is offered to the fovereign himfelf, a circumftance that ftrikinglv 
evinces ,the wifdom and policy of the government. The chobwas, or petty Princes, 
who followed the royal family was this day very numerous : we were told, that there 
were altogether fifty-fix chobwas dependent on the Birman Hate ; if this be true, their 
territories muff be very inconfiderable. On the prelent occafion the governor of 
of Bamoo walked amongft them in proceflion, from which we concluded that he was 
a temporary regent ; a llation to which the King occalionally appoints Birman officers, 
when the hereditary Prince of the country happens to be a minor, or incapable of the 
adminiftratiou of public affairs. 

The mother of the principal Queen, named Medaw Praw, has already been 
mentioned as a Princefs of high dignity, venerable for her years, and illuftrioux 
from the affinity that Ihe bears to the royal family ; her filler had been the wife of 
the famous Alompra, the deliverer of his country ; and, her daughter being efpoul'ed 
to the reigning monarch, Ihe Hands in the double relation of aunt and mother-in-law 
to the King. I had been apprized that a vifit to this lady would be an acceptable 
mark of relpedl to Ilis Majelly ; and as the rank Ihe bore gave her precedence over 
all the fons of the King except the heir apparent, it was proper that 1 Ihould wait 
upon her before I paid my refpe&s to the junior Princes. 1 gladly embraced the 
opportunity which this offer gave me, to attend the, drawirtg-room of an Afiatic 
Princefs, and promifed myfelf much gratification from a fight fo uncommon among 
the jealous nations of the call. When the ceremony at the palace of the Engy 
Teekien had ended/ it was not more than two o’clock, and there was yet fufficient 
time to wait upon the Medaw Praw, who, we were informed, had made preparations 
to receive us. Mounting our elephants, we went in form to attend her, and found 
her poffeffcd of a very handfome manfion in the neighbourhood of the imperial 
palace ; it was fituated in the centre of a court, furrounded by a palifade, at the gate 
of which there was a ftage erected for our convenience in alighting. We entered 
the enclofure without any of the parade obferved in our former vifits : at the bottonvof 
the Hairs we put off our llioes, and afeended into a handfome hall, fupported by 
feveral lofty pillars ; at the farther end a portion of the floor was elevated fix or eight 
inches, and leparated by a neat baluflrade from the reft of the room ; within this fpace, 
under a white canopy, was placed a large culhion of blue velvet fringed with gold, 
on a carpet covered with muflin. There was a numerous affeniblage of both fexes, 
but particularly women, fitting round the baluflrade. As foon as we entered, a 
fpace was immediately vacated for us to occupy, in front of the door and oppoftte to 
the culhion. After we had been fcaitd a few minutes, the old lady came forth from 
an inner apartment, and walked ilowly towards the elevated feat, fupported by two 
female lervants, whilft another held up her train; her long white hair hung Joofe 
upon her Ihoukiors, but Hie wore neither covering nor ornament upon her head.' Her 
drefs, which was extremely fine, without being gaudy, became her advanced years 
and;^igh dignity ; it confifted of a long robe of white muflin, and over her ihoulders 

was 
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was thrown a fa/|p0f'gauze, embroidered with fprigs of gold. She advanced to where 
the cufluon was placed, and took her feat on the carpet, fupporting her head on her 
arm that refted on the pillow, whilft the two female attendants, neatly dreffed, 
kneeling, one on each fide fanned her with long gilded fans. Every perfon feetnedL 
to pay her profound refpeft, and when Ihe entered, both mqp and women bent their 
bodies in the attitude of fubmiffipn. I had brought, as a token of my veneration, a 
firing of pearl and fome fine muffin. The Sandohgaan announced the offering, and 
enumerated the articles with a loud voice, entreating, in my name, her gracious 
acceptance of them. She looked at the Englilh gentlemen with earneftnefs, but 
feemed entirely to difregard the Chinefe, although their drefs>was much more fhowy 
than ours : her manner was on this occafion extremely complaifant, and /he a/ked 
feveral qucflions, fuch as, what were our names ? bow we were in .health ? what 
were our ages? On being informed,, /lie obligingly faid /he would pray that -we 
might attain as great a longevity as herfclf ; adding, that {he had reached her feventy- 
fecoftd year. I did not perceive, amongll the numerous company that attended, any 
of the junior Princes, or of the principal minifters, although there were feveral 
perfonages of difiindion. After /he had retired, a very hamliome deflert was ferved 
up : tlie fruit and preferves were delicious : whatever China could yield was united 
with the produce of their own country. Having tailed of various di/hes, we withdrew 
without any ceremony ; and as none of the royal family were prefent, there was 
no neceffity to delay our departure : we accordingly returned home, a good 
deal oppre/fed by the heat of the weather, and wearied by the repetition of tedious 
formalities. 

On the two following days we vifited the Princes of Pronte, ofBa/TIen, of Tongho, 
and of Pfgahm, titles taken from the provinces over which they refpcclively prefide. 
Thele brothers are not all by the fame mother ; the Prince of Prome alone being- 
full brother to the Engy Tcekien, or heir apparent. In the courfe of our vifits we 
had a better opportunity than before of viewing the firms and buildings, the former 
of which were invariably laid out in firait lines, crofiing each other at right angles. 
The houfes in general differed little from thofe of Rangoon ; they wore all covered 
with tiles, and on the ridge of the roofs was a long range of earthen pots, filled with 
water, in readinefs to be broken in cafe of fire : the lew houfes of brick and mortar 
which we law were faid to belong to the members of the royal family. Rows of trees 
were planted in feveral ftreets, five or fix feet in front of the houfes, forming a /hady 
walk for foot paffengers. As the younger Princes do not a flu me the /late of royalty, 
our reception was much more gay and left ceremonious at their palaces, than at that 
of the Erigy Teekien. At the palace df the Prince of Prome, or, as he is termed, 
the Pee Teekien, the preparations made for our entertainment were extremely 
fplendid. "When the gate of the inclofure \vas thrown open to admit us, we were 
Jurprifed with a view of a lane of elephants on one fide, and of horfes on the other ; 
there were fifteen of the former, fome of which furpalfed in fize and beauty any I 
had ever feen : the horfes were more numerous, and feveral »f them very richly 
caparifoned. Pafling through thefe, we came to an open fpace, where rope-dancers, 
and tumblers vvere performing in the open air. We flopped to look at them, but 
obferved nothing remarkable in their feats ; they were much inferior ’in agility to the 
tumblers ofr Southern India. One man, however, furprifed us a good detil, 4 yiappiying 
the jXriftt, of ■■a.-ipea* fo his /boulder and rolling the other end agaittft'a ptnar, thus 
pu/bing ' 6 # great force, until he bent and broke a thick /haft;. 

'• ‘O'" 14 this.- 
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this he effe&ed without piercing his own ikm* which, though «■» was not very 
|hafp, mail hav^hieen wonderfully firm tohlre refitted fucn evidHit^iolence. 1 
White we wfere viewing the fports, a meffage was brought from the Prince, to 
acquaint tis that thefe people had been procured for our amufemefit, and that after we 
had fatisfied our curiofitydie would be glad to fee us. We immediately proceeded- to 
the hall of reception, which was a handfome wooden building, but not fo large as that 
of the elder brother. At the upper end there was a fofa, curbufly gilded, and deco- 
rated with pieces of mirror, difpofed in fuch a manner as to produce a pleafing effedt. 
None of the rrfyal family were prefent, and we did not obferve any of the Woongees or 
Attawoons. A few mirfutes after we had taken our feats the Prince entered, fplen- 
didly drefled ; he proceeded to his fofa with much folemnity, and fpoke only a few 
words. We were, as ufual, entertained with a handlome deifert, of which the Prince 
himfelf folicited us to eat. As foon as he withdrew, our attention was called to a feledt 
company of figure-dancers, who had commenced their performance in the virando, or 
balcony of the hall. This band of females did not at all diferedit the feftival of a 
Prince ; three of the number u'ere beautiful, and moved with graceful eafe, in perfeft 
harmony to the mufic : their outer drefs was a flowing robe, made of transparent 
gauze, delicately embroidered with flowers of gold and filver, and a profufion of gold 
chains encircled their necks and arms. We remained a quarter of an hour beholding 
this elegant fpe&acle, and then returned to the place where our elephants were waiting. 
The Prince of Prome is in perfon rather above the middle fize ; his age does not exceed 
twenty-feven or twenty-eight years ; and, like his elder brother, his appearance pro- 
mifes future corpulency : his countenance is naturally cheerful and pleafing, which, 
we were told, was the true index of his mind : he bears an excellent character, arid is 
faid to be much efteemed in the province over which he immediately prefides. 

Our next vifit W'as to the Prince of Tongho, by w hom we were received with every 
mark' of attention. His dwelling was much inferior to thofe of his elder brothers, and 
the attqpddnce was comparatively fmall ; there were, however, a number of ftate ele- 
phants paraded in the court-yard, and we pafled through a line of mufqueteers, drawn 
up in fingle files on each fide. This military array had a very fingular appearance ; 
hardly any two were drefled alike, and fome of them were without any other clothing, 
than a fillet that encircled their head, and a cloth rolled round their waift; : through 
refpeft, they were all feated on their heels, fome with their firelocks fhouldered, and 
others with the butts refting on the ground. Here alfo we found tumblers, muficians, 
and dancers ; and there were two carriages in waiting, handfomely gilded, with a pair 
of horfes harnefled to each ; thefe vehicles were of a light conftru&ion, on four 
wheels, open at the fides, and covered with a convex canopy. The Prince fat on a 

f ilded chair ; he was a flender man, and appeared to be older than the Prince of 
’roirie, whom he is faid not to referable in any particular. The power which this 
Prihce poflefles mud be confiderable, as his government, formerly the independent 
kingdom 'of Tongho, is rich, extenfive, and populous ; and the fort of Tongho is, at 
the prefent day, deefned the ftrongeft in the empire. Perfons of rank, we obferved, 
were here permitted to introduce their beetle-boxes arid fpitting*pots, which was not the 
cafe at any ofthe other courts. Our vifit being concluded, we returned home. The. 
"heat, during the early part of this day, had been very mtenfe j but a refreshing Slower 
towards evening cooled the air, arid rendered the night pieafant. We WeVe.not ftir- 
crifed, when we came back, to learn that the fepidr of the Chinefe embafiy had died 
2^t#ig our abfence, as he had been fo ill in the morning th&t his coljeigtt^s declined 
taking a mare in tjhe ceremonials of the day. 


There 
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On'tJie foll « byt4ay. at the cuflomary hour, we crofied the lake, and proceeded 
with the fame attendants as before to the'houfe of the Prince of Baiiien. His dwelling 
was very handfome, and the pillars of his hall, which the law prohibits him either to 
gild or paint, were covered with flowered fatin. Many men of rank graced the 
affembly, and fome who wore high military mfignia ; but none of the royal fa mil y, 
or the principal minifters were prefent. The Prince feemed a very awkward, balhfu! 
youth, about feventeen years of age. The fituation of his government, which extends 
along .the fea coaft as far south as Cape Negrais, gives him the power either to obftruft 
or affift, in a material degree, the merchants who trade to Baffien ; and fhips being 
fometimes obliged to take fhelter in the Negrais river, during the adverfe monfoon, 
his people have frequent opportunities of affording aid to the diftrefl’ed. After fitting 
fome minutes, and finding he was not inclined to begin a difeourfe, I broke through 
the general filence, by addrefling him in a complimentary manner, exprefling acknow- 
ledgment of the kindnefs which had been extended by the officers of his government to 
Britifli merchants and mariners, as well as my reliance on his future influence in their 
favour. I fpoke in the language of Hindoftan, and each lentcnce was tranflated by 
Baba-Sheen. The Prince was embarraffed ; he twice attempted to reply, but had not 
thfe power ; two of his courtiers crept towards him, and, in a proftrate attitude near 
the foot of his feat, fuggefted what they conceived he .ought to fay : their aid, how- 
ever, was ineffectual ; his Highnefs could not utter a connected fentence. At length 
his Woon, or chief minifter, relieved him, by making an appofite reply in his name. 
Our entertainment was nearly the fame as at the houfes of the other princes. From 
hence we went to the palace of the junior prince, entitled Pegahm Teekien; a tite 
derived from the ancient city of that name, which is the feat of his government. He 
feemed livelier than his brother whom we had juft left, and his Woon was a very vene- 
rable perfonage. On this occafion, the repaft differed in one particular from any we 
had yet received*; a roaft fowl was introduced, no doubt in compliment to us ; and 
as their religion does not forbid them to eat meat, but only prohibits the ilaughter of 
animals for the purpofes of food, there was no crime in the aft of ferving it up to us, 
or partaking of it themfelves : the only queftion was, how the bird caniie to be 
deprived of life ? to which, no doubt, an exculpatory anfwer could have been given. 

• This, however, was a matter which it did not become us to difeufs ; it was certainly a 
handfome and liberal teftimony of their defire to provide what they thought would 
be agreeable to their guefts. 

In addition to the band of dancing girls that performed here for our amufement, 
there were two comedians, who recited paffages, and exhibited various diftortions 
of countenance ; but they were far inferior to the inimitable performer we had feen at 
Pegue. 

Having finilhed our introductory vifits to the different members of the royal family, 
we had now leifure to gratify curiofity, by viewing whatever the capital contained 
that was molt deferving the notice of ftrangers. The day not being far advanced, we 
walked from the palace of the Prince of Pegahm, to fee the Piedigaut Tiek, or royal 
library : it is fituated at the north-weft angle of the fort, in the centre of a court 
paved with broad flags, and clofe to a very handfome kioum, or monaftery. Before 
we entered the library we afeended the kioum, and found the infide correfpond 
.with the . external appearance ; the building was fpacious and rictyy gilded ; the 
pillars, the ceiling, and the pannels were entirely covered with gold leaf ; and the 
image of Gaudnta fhone with brilliant luftre. A baluftrade of wood, minutely and 
beautifully carved, protected the image from intruders. On the pannels of the walls 
vol. lx, 3 v were 
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were reprefented figures of inferior agents of the divinity, $§K*3dfcate R hahaans 
in the a£k of devotion : thefe were ail lhaped’ ki fret-work in the fpoBJ,, and were of 
no contemptible Wbrkmanfhip: a well wrought foliage of the fame bordered the 
pannels.. The image of Gaudma, in this kioum, was large, and made of marble ; 
it wasfeated on a broad pedeftal, entirely gilded ; in front of which, within the baluftrade, 
Rood a handfome girandole of cut glafs, of European manufacture : near the image was 
a gilded couch, which, we were informed, was the. cuftomary bed of the principal 
Rhahaan, or head of all the Birman priefthood, when he chofe to pafs the night in the 
fort, which rarely happened. It was fplendidly gilt ; the bottom, however, was only a. 
bare board: pillows were not wanting; for there were two, but they were made of wood. 
A mat fpread on the floor is the higheft luxury of repofe in which the Rhahaans indulge. 

From the kioum we proceeded to vifit the adjacent library ; it is a large brick 
building, raifed on a terrace, and covered by a roof of very compound ftruCture. 
It confifts of one fquare room, with an inclofed virando, or gallery, furrounding 
it : this room was locked, and as we had not brought a fpecial order for feeing it, 
the perfon who had the care of the library faid that he was not at liberty to open 
the doors, but affured us that there was nothing in the infide different from what 
we might fee in the virando, where a number of large chefts, curioufly ornamented 
with gilding and japan, were, ranged in regular order, againft the wall. I counted 
fifty, but there were many more, probably not lefs than a hundred. The books 
Were regularly clafled, and the contents of each cheft were written in gold letters on 
the lid. The librarian opened two, and (hewed me forne very beautiful writing on 
thin leaves of ivory, the margins of which were ornamented with flowers of gold, 
neatly executed. I faw alfo fome books written in the ancient Palli, the religious 
text. Every thing feemed to be arranged with perfeft regularity, and I was informed 
that there were books upon divers fubjeCts ; more on divinity than on any other ; 
but hiftory, mufic, medicine, painting and romance, had their feparate treatifes. The 
volumes were difpofed under diflinft heads, regularly numbered ; and if all the other 
chefts were as well filled as thofe that were fubinitted to our infpeCtion, it is not impro- 
bable, that His Birman Majefty may poflefs a more numerous library than any potentate 
from the banks of the Danube to the borders of China. 

It was late when we returned home, and our repofe was difturbed by a renewal 
of the noifes which the Chincfe were accuftomed to make ; they founded all night 
on loud gongs, the funeral knell of the departed embaffador, uttering at intervals 
horrible cries and lamentations. One of the mourners imitated with his voice the 
howling of a dog fo naturally that all the curs belonging to the boat people, and the 
Caffay huts in our neighbourhood, joined in the chorus. Our proximity to thefe per- 
fonages proved to us a fource of great moleftation. 

About this time a ludicrous circumftance happened, which only deferves notice 
as it tends to illuftrate the character of the people, and lhews to what an abje£t 
(late defpotic tyranny can debafe the human mind. The Engy Teekien, or Prince 
royal, took a pleafuse in collefting foreign beafts : among others he had procured 
male goats from almoft every country of the eaft. A flock or thefe, 
confiding of more than thirty, were fent to feed on the borders of the lake, 
near our dwelling : we happened to have three or four Ihe-goats, that had been 
brought from Bengal for the fake of their milk. Allured by the bleat erf the females, 
the whole flock of malesLgme night broke through the paling, and made a forcible 
irruption into our court T^ele fuddennefs of the attack, at fuch an hour, furprifed 
us not a UttlfgjfT got up, Ind ordered the Birman guards that were polled at the 
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gat«v to drive qptpmray, which they attempted to do by (homing at them, but without 
any effeft, as the animals, fome of which were very large, had now become furious, 
and after fighting with each other, began to rufh through our houfes. I then defired 
the Birmans to make ufe of fticks j but this they pofitiveiy refufed, faying that the 
goats were “ praws,” or lords, meaning that they were ennobled by belonging to 
the Prince, and that no perfon dared, on any account, offer injury to them : having 
no other alternative, we armed our fervants and the foldiers with large bamboos, 
who fubdued thefe troublefome invaders, though not without much difficulty, and 
fome rifk, whilft the Birmans lifted fip their hands and eyes in aftonilhment at ovir 
temerity : the praws, however, were feverely beaten. Having at length got rid of them, 
I returned to reft, and heard no more of the matter. 

The intenfe heat of the three days fpent in the formalities of vifiting the Princes, 
made me poftpone any further ceremonials until the 6th of the month (September), 
which day was appointed to pay our refpe&s to the Seredaw Poundagee Praw, 
or the arch prieft of the Birman empire : in the intermediate time a difference of 
opinion arofe in regard to the etiquette of compliments, in whiph I did not think 
myfelf at liberty to depart from what I confidered an attention due to my public 
character. 

The grand ruling council of > the Birman nation has already been deferibed as con- 
fifting of four chief members,* entitled Woongees, and four junior members, called 
Woondocks, between whom there is a wide difparity of rank. The place of third 
Woongee was vacant, and the junior bears very fmall comparative importance with the 
two feniors, who, in fadt, govern the empire. Thefe perfonages, whofe power is lb 
great, poffefs a correfponding degree of pride ; the governors or provinces are in their 
efteem men of little confequence, and are often treated by thefe ininifters with exceffive 
arrogance, which is not folely confined to thofe wlfofe fituation and expeditions place 
them in a ftate of dependence, but is indiferiminately extended to all ; nor could I hope 
to be exempted from receiving a lhare in common with others. I was informed, that 
after paying my refpedts to the Royal Family and the Seredaw, it was expedted that I 
Ihould wait on the two fenior Woongees, and offer them in perfon the cuftomary pre- 
fents. I obferved in anfwer, that I had no objedtion to paying thefe minifters a mark 
of attention by the trifling prefent which ufage had eftablifhed j but to wait on them at 
their houfes, unlefs I received an affurance that my vifit would be returned, was a cere- 
mony I begged leave to decline. This intimation I imagine was rather a difappointment 
to them, as much pains were taken to induce me to alter my refolution. I however 
refufed to concede, but I offered to meet them at the houfe or the Maywoon of Pegue, 
a propofal from which they diffented, remarking, that to vifit me would be more eligible 
than to go to the Maywoon’s houfe. I replied, that our formalities were not lefs ftridt 
than theirs, and that I could no more relinquilh my claim to the refpedt due to my 
public ftation, than they could defeend from their elevation } and I faw no remedy 
unlefs they themfelves chofe to apply that which was in their own power, and which 
they muft be fenfible I had a right to require. Finding that I wasnot inclined to yield, 
they requefted, if I could not vifit them in perfon, that I would allow the other gentle- 
men to pay them the compliment ; a defire to which I readily acceded; as well from a 
with to open a channel of communication, as to manifeft on my part a conciliatory dif- 
pofition. * Mr. Wood and Dr. Buchanan obligingly made no obje&ion j 1 therefore 
anfwered that the gentlemen would wait on them, and expreffed my regret that I was 
deprived of the feme pleafure. 

During 
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During this interval of reft the Governor ©f Bamoo freqtfM ^fp iP to red m% fritUlk 
vifit, his bufinefs Bringing him almoft daily to the refidence of the Chinefe. . By his 
defire I fent them compliments of condolence, with a piece of coarfemvhite muffin, 
which it feems is the etiquette on fuch occafions. On one of thefe days the Bamoo 
Governor brought with him the chart of his journey to Pekin, as he had formerly pro- 
mifed ; it was delineated in a curious manner on a fort of black paper commonly ufed 
by the Birmans, on which they write with a pencil made of fteatite, or foap-ftone. 
The" places were diftin&ly marked ; but not having any fcale, the meafurement was 
extremely confufed, and fo difproportionate that it was impoflible to judge of diftances 
with any degree of precifion. We could, however, trace his progrefs through the 
Chinefe dominions in the Jefuits’ map that is prefixed to Du Halde's account of China. 

On the day appointed for our vifit (to the Seredaw, we took boat at feven in the 
morning, and, attended by our ufual retinue, crofted the lake ; one of the furviving 
Chinefe alfo accompanied us. Baba-Sheen, the Shawbunder of Rangoon, and fome 
Birman officers, met us on the oppofite bank, where our elephants were waiting. When 
we approached the caufeway or bridge, inftead of croffing it we turned to the left and 
proceeded clofe to the ditch, parallel with the weft face of the fort, till we came to the 
north-weft angle. At this place the river approaches fo near to the walls as to render a 
continuation of theditch impracticable; we then went aloqg the north fide, palling on our 
left a handfome kioum crowned with a gilded piafath, or fpire, which we were told had 
been ereCted by Meedaw Praw, the venerable lady whom we had vifited. On arriving 
at the north-eaft corner, we obferved at fome diftance on the plain another religious 
edifice of diftinguifhed fplendor, dignified by the title of Kioumdogee, or royal 
convent, where, we were informed, the Seredaw or chief prieft intended to receive 
ns, and not at his ufual refidence, which was at a kioum about two miles farther. 
The* articles I defigned to prefent to him having been font forward to his cuftomary 
abode, we were obliged to wait in an adjoining houfe until they could be brought back. 
Being prepared, we were conduced into a fpacious court furrounded by a high brick 
wall, in the centre of which flood .the kioum, an edifice not lefs extraordinary from 
the ftyle of its architecture, than magnificent from its ornaments, and from the gold 
that was profufely beftowtd on every part. It was compofed entirely of wood, and the 
roofs, riling one above another in five diftinct ftories, diminilhed in fize as they ad- 
vanced in height, each roof being furrounded by a cornice curioufly carved and richly 
gilded. The body of the building, elevated twelve feet from the ground, was fup- 
ported on large timbers driven into the earth after the manner of piles, of which there 
were probably one hundred and fifty to fuftain the immenfe weight of the fuperftruc- 
ture. Qn afeending the ftairs we were not lefs pleafed than furprifed at the fplendid 
appearance which theinfide difplayed ; agilded baluftrade, fantaftically carved into various 
jffiapes and figures, encompaffed the outfide of the platform. Within this there was a 
wide gallery that comprehended the entire circuit of the building, in which many devo- 
tees were ftretched. proftrate on the floor. An inner railing opened into a noble hall, 
fnpported by colonnades of lofty pillars ; the centre row was at leaft fifty feet high, 
and gilded frohv the fummit to within four feet of the bafe, which was lackered red. 
In the middle df the hall there was a gilded partition of open latticed work, fifteen or 
twenty feet high, which divided it into two parts, from north to fouth. The fpace 
between the pillars varied from twelve to fixteen feet, and the number, including thofe 
that fupported the galleries, appeared to be not fewer than one hundred, which, as they 
approached the extremities, diminilhed in height ; the outermoft row not exceeding 
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ifteen iettt of thefe was cafed with fheet lead, as a defence again# the 

weather, A marble image of Gaudma, gilded, and fitting on a golden throne, was 
placed in the centre of the partition ; and in front of the idol, leaning again ft- one of 
the pillars, we beheld the Seredaw fitting on a fatin carpet. He was encompafled by a 
circle of Rhahaans, from whom he could be no other ways diftinguilhed, than by his 
preserving an ereft pofition ; whilft the others bent their bodies in an attitude of 
refped, with their hands joined in a Implicating manner. On entering the hall, the 
Birmans and the Chinefe who accompanied us proftrated themfelves before the figure 
of Gaudma, after which they kneeled down and made their reverence to the Seredaw, 
touching the ground with their foreheads, whilft .we took our feats on fine mats, that 
were fpread at a little diftance from him. He received us with much politenefs, and in 
his looks and demeanour affeCted more livelinefs and complaifance than any of the 
fraternity I had hitherto feen. His appearance denoted him to be about forty years of 
age j not meagre and auftere as they generally are, but fat and jocular. I prefented 
to him my offering, which confifted of a piece of yellow cloth, the facerdotal colour $ 
fome fandal wood, and a few wax candles covered with gold leaf. He aikod feveral 
queftions refpeCting England, fuch as how long the voyage ufually was from thence to 
India : being told this, he obferved that we were an extraordinary people to wander fo 
far from home. I noticed the magnificence of the kioutn : he replied, that fuch fub- 
lunary matters did not attract his attention ; he was on earth but as a hermit. I de- 
fired his prayers ; he faid they were daily offered up for the happinefs of all mankind, 
but that he would recommend us to the particular protection of Gaudma. He made 
fome obfervations on our appearance, which I did not underftand, and he even fmiled j 
a relaxation very unufual in a Rhahaan. We retired without ceremony, and, mounting 
our elephants, proceeded along a wide road leading to the northward, which foon brought 
us to an extenfive plain, that feemed to ftretch in an uninterrupted level to the foot of 
a range of mountains ten or twelve miles diftant. The foil was a poor clay, and the 
pafturage indifferent. We faw at a diftance fome fields of grain, and underltood, that 
capacious refervoirs had been conftruCted with great labour and expence, by order of 
the King, in the vicinity of the mountains, which enabled the inhabitants of the low 
countries to water the grounds, and render the earth productive in a feafon of 
drought. Several kioums and villages were fcattered over the plain ; but when we 
had advanced about two miles, religious edifices increafed, beyond our power to 
calculate the number. The firft that we entered was called Knebang kioum, or the 
kioum of immortality, from the centre of which rofe a royal piafath, to the height of a 
hundred and fifty feet : the roofs were of the cuftomary complicated ftruCture, one 
above another. This was the place where the embalmed bodies of deceafed Seredaws 
are laid in ftate : the building refted on a terrace of brick, and was not elevated on 
pillars, as kioums and dwelling-houfes ufually are. The hall was very handfome, 
about feventy feet fquare, furrounded by a wide gallery : the roof was fuftained by 
thir ty- fi x gilded pillars, the central forty feet in height. Mats were fpread in different 
parts for the repofe of the Rhahaans, and oh each was placed a hard pillow ; there was 
alfo a tray containing books on the duties of Rhahaans, on religion, and the formfr of 
religious worfhip. ^ 

Having refted here for a Ihort time, we next vifited the kioum, which was the 
ordinary refidence of the 1 Seredaw. This building far exceeded, in,fize an& fpisn- 
dour, any that we had before feen, and is perhaps the moft magnificent of its kind 
in the univerfe ; it is conftruCted entirely of wood, and refembles in the ftyle of its 
ftruCture and ornaments, that in which we had an interview with die Seredaw, but 
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■was much more fpacious and lofty. The numerous rows of pUlaiij fqjftte of them fxxty 
feet high, all of Which were covered with bumifhed gilding, had a wonderfully fplendid 
effeCt : it would be difficult to convey, either in language or by pencil, an adequate 
defcription of this extraordinary edifice. The profufe expenditure of gilding on parts 
expofed to the weather, as well as in the infide, cannot fail to imprefs a ftranger with 
aftonifhment at the richnel's of the decoration, although he may not approve of the 
tafte with which it is difpofed : I could not haye formed in my imagination a difplay 
more ftrikingly' magnificent. This kioum was alfo divided by a partition, which 
feparated it in the middle from north to fouth. There was a (mail room on one 
fide made of gilded boards, which we were told was the bedchamber of the 
Seredaw. Mats were fpread on the outfide for the attendant Rhahaans. The figure 
of Gaudma was made of copper, and an European girandole of cut-glafs flood before 
his throne. 

Leaving this building, we paffed through many courts crowded with fmaller tem- 
ples and kioums. Several gigantic images of Rakufs, the Hindoo demon, half beaft, 
half human, made of brafs, were (hewed to us, as compofing a part of the fpoils of 
Arracan. From thefe we were conduced to a magnificent temple which is ereCting 
for the image of Gaudma, that was brought from the fame country. The idol is 
made of polifhed brafs, about ten feet high, and fitting in the ufual poflure, on a 
pedeflal within an arched recefs ; the walls are gilded, and adorned with bits of 
different coloured mirrors, difpofed with much talte. Peculiar fanclity is aferibed 
to this image, and devotees refort from every part of the empire, to adore the Arracan 
Gaudma, which is not expofed at all hours to the view of the vulgar. The doors 
of the recefs are only opened when perfons of particular confequence come to vifit 
it, or at dated times, to indulge-, the populace. As we approached, a crowd of 
people thronged after us with tumultuous enthufiafm, driving for admittance to offer 
up a prayer to this brazen reprefentative of the divinity. We foon turned from 
thefe wretched fanatics, and the objeCt of their (lupid adoration, to view the noble 
piafath, or royal fpire, that crowned the building, and attracted much more of our 
attention and refpeCt, than an image, from which even the datuary could claim no 
praife. The fpire rofe in feven feparate dages above the roof of the kioum ; and the 
gold leaf which had recently been applied, glidening in the fun-beams, reflected a 
brilliant ludre. This temple, with its auxiliary buildings, which are yet in an 
unfiniihed date, will, when completed, be the mod elegant in the empire, though 
perhaps not fo fpafcious as that which is the prefent refidence of the Seredaw. From 
hence we were conducted to what is called the chounda, or place for the reception and 
repofe of drangers who come from a didance to offer up their devotions. It com- 
municates on the north fide with the great temple, and is alfo a very beautiful 
fpecimen of Birman architecture ; it comprehends five long galleries feparated by 
colonnades, each confiding of thirty-four pillars, or two hundred and four altogether ; 
the two central rows were about twenty-five feet high, but the external ones did not 
exceed fourteen ; they were painted of a deep crimfon ground, enlivened by fefloons 
of gold leaf encircling them in a very fanciful and pleafing manner, and in a dyle 
much more conformable to European tade than an unvaried furface of gold. ‘ The 
ceiling likewife was embellilhed with a profufion of carved work, executed with great 
labour and minutenefs. Meafuring by our deps, we judged the length to be five 
hundred and feventy fix feet, and the breadth of each didinCt gallery about twelve ; 
the central rather wider than thofe on either fide. A low railing extended along the 
outer pillars, to prevent improper perfons and dogs from defiling the place* It is 
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built upon a teatcfl^bf brick, elevated three feet from the ground j and the floor is 
made of chunamj or finest ucco, compofed of lime, pounded fteatites, and oil, the 
cohefion of which forms a hard and fmoofh furface, that fhines like marble *. Our 
condu&or informed us, that this edifice had been lately erefted at the l'ole expence 
of the fenior Woongce. It certainly refie&s credit on the projector, and is an orna- 
ment to the country. 

The heat of the day, which had now attained its greateft force, and our having 
been in conftant exercile from feven in the morning till two o’clock in the afternoon, 
rendered a place of repofe- extremely acceptable ; and here we not only refted our- 
felves, but likewife found a plentiful collation prepared for us. Our conduftors, aware 
that the attention of ftrangers could not fail to be engaged for fome hours by fuch a 
multitude of new and ftriking objects, thought it would be more prudent for us to 
wait under the (hade of this hofpitable roof rill the afternoon, than expole ourfelves 
unneceflarily to a burning fun. We had brought, with us, at the inflance of our friends, 
wine, bread, and butter, and cold fowl, to which the Shawbunder had added a tureen 
of excellent vermicelli foup, and a tolerable good pillaw. We fat down to our repaft 
about two o’clock, and after it was finilhed continued to recline upon our mats until 
evening, fanned by a cool and rcfrefhing breeze from the weft, whilft we converfed, 
and contemplated the feene around. The crowd of people, whom the novelty of our 
appearance had collected, were neither intrufive nor troublefome. On fuch an occa- 
fion, in moft other countries of the F.aft, it is probable, that, from the prejudices of 
bigotry, w'e fhould not have been fuffered to depart without receiving fome infultvor re- 
marking fornc indication of contempt ; but here, notwithftanding we entered their moft 
fanftified receffes, we were every where treated with uniform civility. The prefence 
of thofe who accompanied us had doubtlefs fome influence in commanding the awe of 
the multitude ; and if their refpect was owing to this motive, it fpeaks highly for the 
ftate of their police ; but I am inclined alfo to give them credit for a difpofition naturally 
kind and benevolent. 

In the afternoon we returned home by the fame road that we came ; and our atten- 
tion being lefs engaged than in the morning, we had a better opportunity to judge of 
the form and extent of the fortrefs, as we paffed along the north fide, from one end 
to the other f. 

The fort of Ummerapoora is an exatt fquare : there are four principal gates, one in 
the centre of each face ; there is alfo a fmaller gate on each fide of the great gate, 
equidiftant between it and the angle of the fort, comprizing twelve gates in all. 
At each angle of the fort there is a large quadrangular baftion, that proje&s con- 
fiderably. • There are alfo eleven fmaller baftions on each fide, including thofe that are 
over the gateways. Between each of thefe baftions is extended a curtain about two 
hundred yards long. From this calculation, a fide of the fort occupies two thoufand 
four hundred yards ; the Birmans, however, called it four thoufand nine hundred 
royal cubits, which I conceive to be an exaggerated account. , F.very baftion and 
gateway is covered by a tiled roof, fupported on four pillars of wood, to prevent 
injury fram the lodgement of rain. 

At each comer of the fort there is a gilded temple, nearly one hundred feet in height, 
but fo infignificant, comparatively, with thofe we had juft feen, as not to attract par- 
ticular nonce. 

* Tlie reader may fee a particular account of the chunam and its properties m Dr. Anderfon’s 
** Recreations in Agriculture,” &c. 

f See a plan of the fort of Ummerapoora in the Map prefixed to this work. 
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We Cpuld perceive, from our elephants, the roof of a range of hfeulpngs in the infide, 
parallel to the wafts, and extending along one entire fide m the fort, which our Con* 
dudors faid was the public granary and ftore-rooms. 

We arrived at our grove half an hour after dark, wearied by the heat of the weather 
and the exercife of the day, but gratified to the higheft degree with the multiplicity 
and extraordinary fplendour of the objects we had feen. Much as we had heard of the 
magnificence of their religious buildings, our expectations had been more than fulfilled. 
The unbounded expenditure of gilding which they beftow on the outfidc of the roofs, 
as well as within, muft exhauft immenfe fums. I was informed that the gold leaf is 
exceedingly pure, and bears expofure to the air for a long time, without fuft'ering in- 
jury. The fize or glue ufed to make it adhere is called feefec : it is the juice of the 
croton sebiferum, after undergoing a certain preparation. This is the only manner in 
which a people, naturally frugal and difinclined to luxury, feem to apply their fuper- 
fluous wealth. It is to be lamented, . that their edifices are in general compofed of luch 
.a perilhable material as wood, which, though of the moft durable kind perhaps in the 
world, cannot laft for many generations, or leave to poftcrity a monumental proof of 
the tafte and magnificence of the national architecture. 


CHAP. XV. — Rcafon to hope for a profperous Termination of the Embaffy : — meet 
with Jirenuous Oppofitton : — on what Grounds. — Vcfj'el arrives at Rangoon from 
Mauritius. — News from Europe unpleafant : — indiijtrioujly propagated. — Mr. Wood 
vifits the Woongccs : — polite Reception . — Remarkable Circunjiance . — Require to know 
His Majcjlfs Pleafure. — Day appointed for the Delivery of Presents from the 
Birman King. — Convcrfaiion at the Lotoo. — Arrogance of the Birman Court : — 
■refohe to remonftrate : — uncivil Treatment. — Mr. Wood prefents a written and 
folcmn Declaration : — Ferment caufed by it : — favourable Condufion. — A Day 
appointed for our Reception by the King. — Liberal Return of Prefents. — Different 
Articles. — Proceed to the Palace : — Introduilion. — Hall of Audience . — The King : — 
his Drefs : — P erf on :■ — Manner : — receive official Papers in the Rhoom . — Formality 
in conveying the King’s Letter . — Return. 

WHILST we were thus palling our time in amuftment, and the indulgence of our 
curiofity, the more important interefts of the million were not forgotten. The council, 
I was informed, had held frequent deliberations on fome general propofitions which I 
had fubmittted with a view to affift the mercantile interefts of the two countries, and 
place commerce on a liberal and fecure bafis. I had reafon given me to conclude, that 
my fuggeftions had met with a favourable reception, and I was likewife informed by an 
authority which I conceived to be competent, that it was intended to depute a Birman 
officer of diftindion in an official capacity to Bengal, there to confirm, on the part of 
His Birman M a jelly, the good underftanding that was henceforth to fubfift between the 
Court of Ummerapoora, and the Government General of India. Affurances of this 
nature, together with the attention paid to our private accommodation, induced me to 
hope for a favourable termination of the million with’ which I was intrufted. 

I foon found, however, that the attainment of thefe objeds, which were obvioufly 
calculated to* be of reciprocal advantage to Britilh India and the Birman empire, was 
oppofed by the hidired artifices of individuals poffeffing weight, whofe interefts might 
eventually be affeded by any innovation, and who on that account fedulouily fomented 
jealoufy and diftruft. I £kewife learned, that the pride of the court had been early 
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•wakened, by*ifc reprefentation, that the government of Bengal being provincial, 2nd 
the governor-general, from whom I derived my commiffion, oply the fubjeft of a 
king, it would therefore be derogatory to the Birman monarch to treat on terms of 
equality with an adminiftration that was fubordinate, or to correspond with any porfon 
beneath the dignity of a crowned head. It is doubtful however whether the Birman 
court would have manifelted its fentiments fo unequivocally as to draw from me a 
formal explanation, had not circumftances fubfequently occurred, which ferved to 
ftrepgthen its arrogance, and gave plaufibility to the reprefentations that had been fabri- 
cated to miflead. 

Matters were in this Hate, when advice came of the arrival of a frnall veffel at 
Rangoon from the Ifle of France, under Birman colours, which brought an 
unfavourable account of the lituation of affairs in Europe ; exaggerating the difap- 
pointment of the allies on the continent to a total defeat j and adding, that the Dutch 
ar\d Spaniards having joined the republicans, the utter ruin of the Englifh was not 
far diftant. An obfeure agent maintained at Rangoon by the French, tranfiriitied this 
information to a perlbri of fome official importance at the Birman capital, who immedi- 
ately promulgated it with an addition, that a powerful fleet was on its voyage from 
France to India, and that four French fhips of war were triumphantly cruizing 
in the Indian feas. 

This intelligence, which was aflerted with confidence, was diligently improved 
by the Armenian and Muffulman merchants, who infinuated that, if our prefent. 
overtures fprung not from treachery, they originated in fear ; at the fame time 
renewing a report, which had more than once been current, of a combination of all 
the powers of India to deprive Great Britain of her pofleffions in the Eaft, and to 
expel all Europeans from thofe fhores, which they were reprefented to have firft 
vifited as merchants, and afterwards invaded as ufurpers. Although the Birmans 
probably did not give implicit credit to the lafl mentioned rumour, yet the news 
from Europe co-operating with their own pride determined them to perfift in that 
arrogant afluinption of fuperiority, which had hitherto been manifefted rather in their 
actions than by their words. 

On the 7th of September, Mr. Wood, in conformity with the inftru&ions he 
received, waited on the two fenior Woongees, accompanied by Dr. Buchanan, and 
attended by a proportion of the public fervants. On his return, he addreifed an 
official letter to me, (Appendix, No. I.) by which it appears, that in his reception no 
part of the refpeCt due to his public chara&er was omitted $ whilft in the folicitude 
exprefled for our perfonal welfare, there was difplayed the refined politenefs of a 
poliffied court. The converfation that he held with the Woongees was never thelefs 
marked by a circumllance which ferved to indicate more pointedly ti e precife line that 
was intended to be drawn. 

On the day of my public introduction at the lotoo, it was an omifiton too remark- 
able to efcape notice, that no enquiry whatever had been made refpeCting the Governor- 
general of India, nor in the converfations which I afterwards hbld with the feveral 
Princes was the name of the Governor-general once mentioned by them. Such how- 
ever was not the cafe at the interview between Mr. Wood and the Woongees ; thefe 
minifters enquired particularly concerning -Sir John Shore, and the younger Woongee 
defired to be informed of the extent of the Govemor-generars authority, which 
implied, on his part, either real or affumed ignorance. Thefe queftions alfo, as 
appears from Mr. Wood’s report, did not arife from the cafual fuggeftion of the 
moment, but were all preconcerted and methodically arranged j the inferences there. 
VOL. ix. 3 z fot-c 
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fore to be deducted from them were grounds on which I might form adjudgment ; they* 
conveyed lbmcthiqg more than a prefumption of the real fentiments entertained refpeft- 
ing the delegating authority under which I acted. 

There being no plaufible pretext for any longer delay, I preffed the Woongees to 
inform me what Ilis Majefty’s pleafure was, regarding the feveral points which I had 
fubmitted to his council ; and intimated the necelTity I was under of obeying the 
orders of my own government, by returning as fpeedily as was confident with the 
obje&s for which I had been deputed. In reply to this application, I was apprized 
that the prei’ents which Ilis Birman Majelty defigned to fend to Bengal, in return for 
thofe he had received, would be prepared on the 19th of September, on which 
day, if I would come to the lotoo, they Ihould be delivered to me, matters 
of bufinefs might be difeufled, and I might fix on whatever day 1 thought proper to 
depart. 

With this defire I willingly acquiefced, as affording me an opportunity of requiring to 
know His Majefty’s real fentiments, as well as the motives that on their part gave 
rife to a conduct of fo myfterious a nature. 

Nothing palled in the interval, except that I received intimation through a private 
and refpe&able channel, that the court, although no objection would be formally 
ftated, had come to a decided resolution of confidering me as a perfon deputed from 
a provincial and l'ubordinatc power, and not as a reprcfentalive of an equal and 
fovereign ftate ; and that in purfuance of this eftimation Ilis Majefty did not intend 
to honour me with a perfonal audience of leave. Of the truth of this information I 
had no reafon to doubt ; but before I took any meafurcs to undeceive the court in a 
public manner, I deemed it expedient to have an alfumption fo haughty and imperious 
verified by the higheft: authority. 

On the 1 9th of September I proceeded to the lotoo, where I arrived about twelve 
o’clock, and found the council of ftate already affeinblcd ; the minifters and the 
attendant officers being all drefied in their robes and caps of ceremony. A few 
minutes after we had taken our feats, the prefents were brought, confifting of three 
large boxes, covered with red cloth, and two elephant’s teeth of confiderable fize. 
Thefe I was defired to receive, in the name of the Birman King, for the Englifh 
government : at the fame time, two large rings were prefented to me ; one a fingle 
ruby fet in gold, the other a fapphire, which I was requefted to accept as a perfonal 
token of His Majefty’s favour : a ring was alfo given to Mr. Wood, and another to 
Dr. Buchanan. When this ceremony was ended, I addreflbd myfelf in the Birman 


language to the Woongees, and defired to know whether there were any reafons 
which applied to my fituation, that had induced His Majefty to decline honouring 
me with a perfonal audience ; which compliment, I underftood, was ufually paid by 
their court to the deputies of all fovereign ftates. To this interrogation I received 
an equivocal reply ; and on repeating it, they perfifted in returning an evafive 
anfwpr. I then defired to be informed, whether or not it was His Majefty’s intention 
to receive me in perfon, before my departure, as the reprefentative of the Governor- 
general. This quelUon they faid they could not anfwer, not knowing His Majefty’s 
pleafure. I afterwards afked, whether the King preferved his intention of fending an 
authorized perfon from his court to Bengal, as had been intimated to me by what l con- 
ceived to be competent authority ; and whether the fuggeftions, which I had fub- 
mitted for the advancement and proteftion of commerce, had been taken into con- 
fideration. Thefe fev>T "points, they faid, were then under difeuffion, and would 
be fpeedily determined^ acquainted me at the fame time, that if I would fix 
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qnany precife pariod for my departure, the neceflary papers and letters Ihould be 
prepared and delivered to me two days previous to my fetting put. I mentioned 
the 3d of Oftober ; they replied, that the letters Ihould be in readinefs by what I 
underflood to be the ift of Oclober ; but by fome mifapprehenfion was the 30th of 
September ; adding their hope that I would come to town on the 28th of September, 
the anniversary of Sandaing-guite, a day on which all the nobility pay homage to His 
Majefty. To their invitation I anl'wered, that my having that honour mult depend on 
circumftances not yet afeertained. 

This interview left me little room to doubt of the ellimation in which the Birman 
court held my public character, notwithfianding it was judged advifeable, from motives 
of policy, to avoid making any direct avowal of fuch fentiinents. Proceeding upon 
this plan, they concealed all their acts and determinations with a veil of ambiguity, 
which it fometimes was extremely difficult to penetrate. 

Pride, the chief actuating principle of this arrogant court, was the fource to which 
its conduct, in every tranfaction of a public nature, might ultimately be traced. The 
firft object of their government is to imprefs on the minds of the people the moft 
reverential awe of their own fovereign, whofe greatnefs they do not admit to be 
equalled by that of any monarch upon earth. Without attempting to diminilh their 
veneration for their own Prince, it became my duty, from the mode that was adopted 
in the difplay of his confequence, to acquaint the minifters, in terms which could not 
be mifeonftrued, that there was another power, at no great diltance, which would 
not readily fubferibe to its own inferiority, or admit of any adl in its negociations 
with other dates, w hich might either exprefs or imply an alfumption of fuperiority. 
It became neceflary to inform them, that the Governor-general of India was not, in 
his relation to their court, or to that of any other eaftern potentate, a fubordinate 
provincial officer ; but a perfonage in v horn fovereign authority over a widely 
extended empire was efficiently veltcd ; that, as the reprefentative of fuch authority, 
1 held an indifputable claim to whatever confideration was granted to the minifters 
of other nations ; and that the withholding it would be accounted an incivility, fo great, 
as probably to prevent the Englilh government from making any future advances for 
the eftabliftiment of a friendly and confidential intercourfe. 

To convey a truth not lei's important for them to know than incumbent on me to 
declare, I determined to addrefs a letter to the principal Woongee and the council 
of ftatc, exprelling my diflatisfa&ion at the conduct which the Birman court had 
thought proper to obferve in regard to my public charafter ; to require gn explana- 
tion of thofe points which comprehended the objects of the embafiy ; and to demand, 
that I Ihould be received and acknowledged by the King in perfon as the reprefentative 
of an equal and fovereignrtate. 

Had there even been room left for me to hefitate upon the adoption of this ftep, the 
following circumftances, which occurred immediately after my interview with the 
Woongees at the lotoo, would have decided me, in making a public declaration of my 
fentiinents on a mode of behaviour which exceeded even their uftial extent of official 
arrogance, and fell little ffiort of perl'onal indignity. ; 

The cuftom, which impofes an obligation on a foreign miniftry, .to pay a mark 
©f refped by a trifling prefent to each member of the royal family to whom he is 
introduced, has already been noticed : this compliment I offered in perfon to the 
feveral Princes on the days of my prefentation ; and, in order to manifeft that it was 
not my defire to withhold any attention confiftent with my fituation to grant, foon 
after the vifits of ceremony were ended, 1 had directed my Moonlhee, or Perfian 
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feeretaryy to wait on each of tfye minifters and the principal oflicefs of the conrtj| 
ahd requeft in myi/name their acceptance of fome rarity, the produce of Europe'br 
of India. The ' gift to each individual was very trifling ; a few yards of European 
broad cloth, an article of cut-glafs, a piece of Bengal muflin or of filk, was received 
as a polite and handfome teftimonial of a friendly difpolition. Thefe civilities, I was 
informed, were, by a fpecial mandate, ordered to be returned, by levcry perfon to whom 
the attention had been Ihewn, in fome production of the Birman country, and of value 
equal to what had been bellowed. . 

It being expected that I fhould wait on the royal Princes to receive in perfon the 
remuneration which they defigned to make for the prefents they had obtained, 1 fent, 
on the 2 ift of September, a meffage to the Engy Teekien, to acquaint him that, 
if it fuited his convenience, I would pay my refpeCts to him the following day, or 
poftpone my vilit to any other that he might think proper to appoint: I likewifc 
difpatched a mdlcnger with a fimilar notification to the Prince of Prorne. From the 
firfl. I received a *ivil reply, excufing himfelf from feeing me on account of the 
indifpofition of the Princefs, who had lately been brought to bed ; but acquainting 
me, that if I chofe to attend, the prefents for the Englilh government would be 
delivered to me in the rhoom of his palace, or to any perfon whom I might appoint 
to receive them. I replied, that being debarred of the honour of feeing him, 
I would depute Mr. Wood to accept his prefents in the name of the Governor-general 
of India ; from the Prince of Promc I hud not the honour of an anfwer. 

On the 22d, Mr. Wood waited on the Engy Teekien, and was received with 
much civility at the rhoom by his minifters ; the prefents were formally produced, 
and conveyed to our refidence by the Prince’s fervants. As the Prince of Prorne 
had not returned an anfwcr to my mefiage, I imagined that fome mifappreheniion 
had occurred. Being delimits of appearing to put the molt favourable conlfcruCtion 
on every part of their conduCt, I requclled Mr. Wood to fend a mefl'enger, when he 
Went to the houfe of the Engy Teekien, to apprize the Prince of Prome that he meant 
afterwards to pay his refpects to him. To this intimation was returned what Mr. Wood 
confidereda fatisfaClory reply : and as foon as the lirft vifit was ended, he proceeded to 
the Prince of Prome’s palace, where the treatment he received was extremely rude; after 
Handing for fome time at the outer gate, expofed to the fun, he was informed that the 
Prince was not at home. 

However deficient the members of the royal family might be in politenefs to me, 

I determined not to fuflFer their example to influence my conduct towards them, or to 
neglect any mark of deference that was due to their illuftrious rank. Meedaw Praw, 
the mother of the Queen, being a perfonage venerable from her age, and dignified 
from her high connections ; her behaviour alfo on our introduction having been 
dHlinguifhed by affability and politenefs ; I was, for thefe reafons, delirous of paying 
filch a character particular rei’peCt $ and with that view fent a complimentary menage 
'to her, fimilar to that which had been delivered to the two Princes : lhe returned, 
in anfwer, that the next day would be perfectly convenient to her for my reception. I 
likewifo intimated to the younger Princes my intention of paying them a vifit, to which 
they replied by a verbal compliment. 

On the next day, the 23d, I proceeded in form to the houfe of Meedaw Praw 
at the appointed hour, anil was received with fufficient politenefs by her Woon, 
OMrincipal officer ; there were feveral perfons of rank affembled in the hall when 
^^ ler we had been feated about a quarter of an hour, a perfon came forth 
flow the inner apartment, and informed us that the Princefs had gone to the palace 
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fe fee the ^ueen* her daughter, but would return in ji few minutes. This I thought 
t rather an extraordinary ftep, as ihc herfelf had determined the precife time when 'X 
was to come. Thefe minutes, however, were protracted to an hour : in the interval; 
pawn, fruit, apd fweetmeats were ferved up. At length, when her minifters perceived 
that my patience was exhaufled, and I would wait no longer, a meffage was delivered 
to me from the Princefs, exculing her non-appearance on a plea of indifpofition ; at 
the fame time three gold rings, fet with rubies and fapphires, and feveral boxes, 
handfomely japanned and painted, were laid before me, and my acceptance of them 
defired. A condudt marked by fuch deliberate unpohtenefs would have juftified 
retaliation on my part, by a contemptuous rejection of her prefents ; I however 
refrained from any farther indication of difpleafure, than withdrawing unceremonioufly, 
w if hout taking any notice of the boxes or rings, which were immediately conveyed to my 
rcfidence by her fervants. Having reafon to apprehend that the junior Princes meant 
to obferve a fimilar line of conduCt, I declined vifiting them, but fent Mr. Wood to 
go through the ceremony of calling at their feparate houfes. As was expeCted, he 
law not one of the Princes, but was received by their Woons, who, though they carefully 
refrained from abfolute rudenefs, yet evinced in their conduCl the utmoft arrogance, 
under the cloak of lupercilious civility. 

Such Itrange :vnd unwarrantable infolence could not be meafured by any fcale of 
true policy, and was hardly to be reconciled to reafon or common fenfe ; nor could 
any part of their conduct be laid to the account of ignorance ; for no people on earth 
better umlerfland, or more pointedly obferve, the minute punctilios of official form. 
No candid and determinate reply could be extorted from them on any point in which 
their vanity was concerned : what their court intended to concede, I under/tood, was 
to be granted, not as an equivalent for reciprocal privileges on our part, but as a 
boon, as an adit of gratuitous condelcenfion tome, in the character of a petitioner, 
bearing the tribute of homage from an inferior date. Without the hardinds to 
avow thefe principles, which a fenfe of Brilifh power, and the proximity of the” 
country, probably fupprelTed, they neverthelcfs afted upon them as an aflutned fact, 
with a view to gratify their own pride, elude difagreeable explanations, and reap all 
the advantages derivable from an intercourfe with Britilh India, to which they certainly 
were far Irom being averfe, provided the correfpondence could be maintained upon 
their own terms. 

In purfuance of my determination, I addreffed the letter (Appendix, No. II.) to 
the chief Woongee and council of date ; and, to give it all the publicity that fuch 
a declaration ought to have, I fent Mr. Wood to deliver it in perlon to the minifler, 
directing him afterwards to wait on the two junior Woongees, and apprize them formally 
of my having written a letter of fuch a tenour. 

Nor did I refolve on this tneafure without maturely confidering the effect it was 
likely to produce, as well as the neceffity in which it originated. The court had 
evidently been embarraffed, in the firft ftages of the bufmefs, and was undetermined 
in what manner to aft ; to this irrefolution I aferibe the petty arfifice of mifinfonning 
me in matters of faff. The accounts from Europe certainly had great w$ght i& 
influencing their conduct, and thole could only be diferedited by my holding higher 
language than before : to have acquidced in filencc would have been conftrued , into 
at lead a preemptive evidence of our weaknefs, whilft the flight thatnvas attempted 
to be caft on the authority delegated to me, left no alternative but to endeavour to 
remove it by a temperate remonftrance, fueh as iny letter was intended to convey, 
or to decline any further communication, and withdraw without ceremony. This 
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latter Hep was not to be taken under any provocation Ihort of jperfonal injUn 
■than which I believe nothing was farther from their intention. To enhance tifeel 
own importance by the unworthy mode of lefiening that of others, feemed to be the foie*? 
protive that a&uated them, and which, as far as related to the government that I 
reprefented, it was clearly my duty to oppofe. » 

My letter was written in the Englifh and the Perfian languages * ; the intervention 
of holidays prevented the delivery of it before the 26th, when Mr. Wood waited on 
the principal Woongee, and prefented it in form ; he afterwards called upon the* 
junior Woongees, and acquainted them of his having laid before the fenior an addrels 
w/hich required their ferious confideratior. 

I imagine, that if this explicit avowal of my fentiments had been made prev’oufly 
, to our lad-mentioned vifits to the members of the royal family, we fhould have 
had lefs caufe to complain of incivility. Such language, I believe, was not expected ; 
the court had adured itfelf that the (late of our affairs in Europe and in India was fo 
critical, that we would tolerate yet greater arrogance of manner, rather than 
hazard the interruption of intercourfe, and give our enemies the advantage of 
an alliance which the native vanity of the Birmans rendered them not unwilling to 
over-rate. 

Information was conveyed to me from a refpcftable quarter, that the fermenta- 
tion which my remonftrancc excited in the council of the lotoo was by no means 
moderate : the Woongees, I was told, were divided in their opinions ; the difeuflion 
continued till twelve o’clock on the night of the 27th, when the refult of their delibera- 
tions was laid before the King. 

Whatever might have been their feparate fentiments, the ultimate decifion was 
temperate and wife. 1 was apprized late on the evening of the 28th, by a verbal 
communication from the Maywoon of Pegue, that on the day appointed for the 
delivery of the reply to the Governor-general’s letter, I fhould be formally received 
at the palace of the King, who would grant me a perfonal audience in the chara&er to 
which I laid claim, and that the propofitions which I had fuggefled, for the regulation 
and encouragement of commerce, had for the mofl part received His Majefly’s 
approbation. 

I expreffed, in anfwtr, the fatisfa&ion I felt from hearing a refolution fo creditable to 
themfelves ; but added, that as the letter I had written was a public and folemn declara- 
tion, I fhould require more than a verbal affurance, before I could confidently fubjeft 
myfelf to a repetition of former difappointments, and requefted that he would take the 
trouble to reduce his obliging meffage to writing : with this he readily complied by a 
fhort note written in the Birman language. 

The form of receiving the prefents, which were brought to me as a return for 
thofe that had been given, occupied a confiderable portion of the laft days. One of 

* It afforded me particular fatisfaftion to know, that the full purport and expreflion of my letter could 
mot fail to be conveyed, through the channel of either of thefe languages, to the Birman court. The 
Armenian interpreter of Englifh, who had fpent the greater part of his life irt the Birman country, was a 
man eminently qualified for the talk : he fpokc, read, and wrote Englifh, fuperior to any perfon I eve* 
knew who had not been in Great Britain. 1 1 is a fmgular fa ft, that the firft verfion of the late Sir William 
Jones’s Tranflation o'f the Inftitutcs of Hindoo Law, fhould be made in the Birman language. When I 
arrived at Ummerapoora, the Armenian had jufl completed the work, by command of His Birman 
Majeity. This cfrcumftance offers no mean proof of the liberal and enlightened policy of a Prince, 
who, fuperior to general prejudice, was willing to feek for information through a medium by which few 
other nations of the Ealt will condefcend to accept of knowledge, however beneficial the attainment 
might prove to themfelves. 
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three boxes that had been fent by the King contained amber in large piece*. 
4; uncommonly pure; another, a mafs of ftone of confiderable fize, in appearand 
refembling the chryfoprafe ; and the third, a, large and beautiful group of cryftals, 
riling from a ..matrix of amethyft, in the form of prifms, moftly hexagonal or penta- 
gonal, flightly ftriated on the lurface, and terminated at one end by a pyramid com- 
pofed of three rhomboidal planes. It was a very curious production of nature, and 
doubtlefs, coming from fuch a quarter, mull have been accounted of great value. 
The prefent from the Engy Teekien confided of fix ruby and lapphire rings, two 
elephant’s teeth, feveral japanned boxes, and three horfes, /mail, like all thole which 
the country produces, but extremely well formed ; two were piebald, to match in a 
carriage ; and the other was a bright bay. The principal Queen alfo, whofe title 
is Nandoh Praw, and the fecond Queen, called Myack Nandoh, fent their feparate 
offerings, and added to feveral rings and fpecimens of japanned ware, fome handfome 
articles of plate, two large beetle-boxes, of emboffed filver, two trays and two 
drinking cups of the fame metal, the workmanffiip of which did not afford a favour- 
able proof of the Ikill of their artifts. Retributary donations were now brought in 
troublcfome abundance from every individual to whom the fmalleff gratification 
had been given ; and in fome inffanccs the return far exceeded in value what had been 
received : my houl’e was encumbered with all forts of Birman utenfils in painted and 
japanned ware, feveral of whicli were by no means of a portable fize. I was alfo 
prefented with pieces of filk and cotton cloth, of different dimenfions and quality, 
in number not Id's than eighty or a hundred ; alfo elephant’s teeth, amber wrought 
into beads, fifty or fixty pieces of plate termed into beetle-boxes, mugs, fpittrng-pots 
.and cups; precious Hones too confktutcd a very general gift, chiefly rubies and 
fapphires in their native ftate, rudely fet in gold. 1 received from various perfons 
nearly a hundred of thefe Hones, few of which were valuable, though fome of the 
fapphires, on being polifhed by a lapidary, proved to have a very fine water. I mu ft - 
not, however, omit mentioning a beautiful fpecimcn of filagree, in a large filver 
beetle-box, which was prefented to me by one of the Attawoons ; the workmanfhip 
was minutely delicate, and exquifitely finifhed ; and, in order to enhance the value 
of the gift, the donor, with a politenefs that could not be furpaffed in any court, 
had his title engraven in Englifli letters on the fide of the box : a compliment fo 
handfomely conveyed demanded my beft acknowledgments, and I regretted exceedingly 
that the official chara&er which I held denied me the perfonal acquaintance of this 
minifler, as well as of fome others, with whom I fhould have been happy, under any 
other circumftances, to have cultivated an intimacy. 

On the 30^ of September, the day appointed by His Birman Majefty to receive 
the Englifh gentlemen in the character of an imperial deputation, we croffed the 
lake at ten o’clock in the morning, attended by our cuftomary luite, End accompanied 
by Baba-Sheen and feveral Birman officers. We entered the fort, as ufuai, by the 
weftem gate, when, inftead of paffmg, as on former occafions, jdong the north fide 
of the "enclofure of the palace, to reach the ftreet leading down to the lotpp, we; 
now proceeded round by the fouth, and in this new direction obferved many more, 
houfes of diftinguifhed ftru&ure than by the other route. In our’ way we paffea 
through a fhort ftreet, entirely compofed of faddlers’ and harnefs makers* fhops. 
On flighting, we were conducted into the rhootn, to wait there uhtil the Engy 
Teekien fliould arrive, which he did precisely at the hour of twelve. Several 
Chobwas, who were to be introduced on this day, had taken their feats in the rhoom 
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before we entered ; each of them held a piece of filk or cotton cloth in his Jap, 
defigned, according to the eflablifhed etiquette, as a propitiatory offering to^Tdia^ 
Majefly; and on the cloth was placed ttfaucer, containing a /'mail quantity'of unboiled " 
rice, which it feems is an indifpenfable part of the ceremony. The Birman cullon, 
differs in this particular from the ufage of llindoftan: a perfon, on his prefentation at 
the imperial court of Delhi, offers to the fovereign an odd number of the gold coin 
commonly called Mohuts*, an even number being confidered as inaufpicious ; but 
the court of Ummerapoo'ra, with a more delicate refinement, never permits an offer- 
ing in money, but requires from a foreigner fomething of the produce of his country, 
and from a fubje£t fome article of manufacture. The donation of rice is not, as in 
India, when presented by Brahmins to the incarnation's of Viflinu, meant as an acknow- 
ledgment of divine attributes, but is merely defigned as a recognition of the power of 
the monarch, and an acknowledgment of the property of the foil being vefted in him ; 
a truth which is expreflively declared, by offering him its mod ufeful production. 
During our continuance in the rhoom, tea was f'erved to us ; and when we advanced 
tq the outer gate, we were not obliged to put off our fhoes, but were permitted to 
‘ wear them until we had reached the inner iiiclolure that feparates the court of the 
lotoo from that of the royal palace, within which not any nobleman of the court is 
allowed to go with his feet covered. There is a double partition wall dividing the two 
courts, with an intervening f'pacc of ten or twelve feet, through which a gallery leads, 
that is appropriated exclulively to the ufe of the King when he chufes to prefide in 
perfon in the lotoo. 

On entering the gate, we perceived the royal faloon of ceremony in front of us, 
and the court affembled in all the parade of pomp and decoration. It was an open 
hall, fupported by colonnades of pillars twenty in length, and only four in depth : we 
were conduced into it by a flight of and, advancing, took our places next the 

fpace oppofite to the throne, which is always left vacant, as being in full view of 
If is Majefly. On our entrance, the bafement of the throne, as at the lotoo, was 
alone vifible, which we judged to be about five feet high ; folding doors fereened 
the feat from our view. The throne, called Yazapalay, was richly gilded and carved ; 
on each fide a frnall gallery, inclofed by a gilt baluflrade, extended a few feet to the 
right and left, containing four umbnllas of If ate ; and on two tables, at the foot of 
the throne, were placed feveral large veffels of gold, of various forms, and for dif- 
ferent purpofes : immediately over the throne, a fplendid piafath rofe in feven flages 
above the roofs of the building, crowned by a tee, or umbrella, from which a fpiral 
rod was elevated above the whole. 

We had been feaied little more than a quarter of an hour, when the folding doors 
that concealed the feat opened with a loud noife, and difeovered his Mfijefty afeending 
a flight of Heps that led up to the throne from the inner apartment : he advanced but 
flowly, and feemed not to poffefs a free ufe of his limbs, being obliged to fupport 
himfelf with his hands on the baluflrade. I was informed, however, that this appear- 
ance of weaknefs did not proceed from any bodily infirmity, but from the weight of 
the re|al habiliments in which he was clad ; and if what we were told was true, that 
he carried on his drefs fifteen vifs, upwards of fifty pounds avoirdupois of gold, his 
difficulty of afeent was not iurprifing. On reaching the top he flood for a minute, as 

* MoLur is a corrupt name given b^^uropeans to this coin. Afhurfi is its proper term ; Pagoda 
tikewife, as applied to a coin, is an illegitimate word, of which the natives know notliing except on rfie 
Authority of their conquerors. 

though 
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though to take breath, and then fat down on an embroidered culhion with his legs 
inverted. Ilis crown was a high conical cap, richly ftudded with precious (tones ; his 
fingers were covered with rings ; and in his drefs he bore the appearance of a man 
caled in golden armour, whilft a gilded, or probably a golden wing on each flioulder, 
"did not add much lightnefs to his figure. Ilis looks denoted him to be between fifty 
and fixty years old, of a ftrong make, in llature rather beneath the middle height, 
with hard features and of a dark complexion ; yet the cxprefiion of his countenance 
was not unpleafing, and feemod, 1 thought, to indicate an intelligent and inquiring 
mind. 

On the firfl appearance of liis Majefty, ail the courtiers bent their bodies, and 
held their hands joined in an attitude of application. Nothing farther was required 
of us, titan to lean a little forward, and to turn in our legs as much as we could ; 
not any ad being fo unpolite, or contrary to etiquette, as to prefent the foies of the 
feet towards the face of a dignified perfon. Four Bramins, dreffed in white caps and 
gowns, chanted the ufual prayer at the foot of the throne : a Nakhaan then advanced 
into the vacant fpacc before the King, and recited in a mufical cadence the name of 
each perfon who was to be introduced on that day, and of whole prefent, in the. 
character of a fuppliant, he entreated liis Majefty’s acceptance. My offering confifted 
of two pieces of Benares gold brocade ; Doctor Buchanan and Mr. Wood each pre- 
fented one. When our names were mentioned, we were feparatcly defired to take a 
few grains of rice in our hands, and, joining them, to bow to the King as low as we 
conveniently could, with which we immediately complied. When this ceremony was 
fi milted, the King uttered a few indiflinct words, to convey, as 1 was informed, an 
order for inverting fome perfons prefent with theinfignia of a certain degree of nobi- 
lity : the imperial mandate was inllamly proclaimed aloud by heralds in the court, 
liis Majefty remained only a few minutes longer, and during that time looked at us 
attentively, but did not honour us with any verbal notice, or ipeak at all, except to 
give the order before mentioned. When he role to depart, he manifefted the lame 
ligns of infirmity as on his entrance; after he had withdrawn, the folding doors were 
elofed, and the court broke up. 

In delcending, we took notice of two pieces of cannon, apparently nine-pounders, 
which were placed in the court, on cither fide of the Hairs, to defend the entrance of 
the palace. Sheds protected them from the weather, and they were gilded all over : 
a royal carriage alfo was in waiting, of curious worknvanftiip, and ornamented with a 
royal fpire : there wait a pair of horfes hameffed to it, whole trappings gliftxned in 
the fun. 

We returned as ufual to the rhoom, where I undent ood that the letter lrom the 
King to the Governor-general of India was to be prefent eJ to me, together with fome 
other documents that comprehended the objects of the embaffy. Soon after the mem- 
bers of the royal family had afcciuled their elephants, the expected letter was brought 
from the lotoo on a tray, borne by a Nakhaan, inclofcd in a cale of wood japanned 
and covered with a fcarleL cloth. The mode of offering it was nett, 1 conceived, quite 
Jo ceremonious as the occafion feemed to require; and the* officer who was charged 
with the delivery indicated a reluctance to fay that, it was a‘ letter from, the King to the 
Governor-general of India. This circumftanoe produced fome difficulty, as, without 
being diftinttly informed to whom the letter was directed, 1 declined accepting it. 
At length the interpreter, finding I would not receive it on other terms, delivered it 
in a fuitable manner, with a declaration that it was a reply from his Birman Majefty 
to the letter of the Britifh Governor-general of India, and that a copy of a royal man- 
yol. xx. 4 A 



J4*> 6VMES , S EMBASSY TO AVA. 

date was annexed to it, granting to the Englifh -nation certain valuable immunities 
and privileges of trade. 

Whilll we were in the outer court, or that in which the lotoo is fituated, we had 
in opportunity of viewing the immenfe piece of ordnance found in the fortrefs of 
Airacan when captured by the Engy Teckien, which was afterwards conveyed by 
water to adorn the capital of the conqueror, where it is now preferved as a trophy, 
and is highly honoured, being gilded, and covered by a roof of a dignified order. It 
is formed of brals, rudely manufactured ; the length is thirty feet, the diameter at the 
muzzle two and a half, and the calibre meafured ten inches j it is mounted on a low 
truck carriage fupported by fix wheels ; near it lay a long rammer and fponge fluff, 
and we perceived feveral fhot made of hew n flone fitted to the calibre. It is remark- 
able, that moll of the fpoils which had been brought from Arracan w r ere made of 
brafs ; the image of Gaudma, the lions, the demons, and the gun, all tranfported 
from thence, are compofed of that metal. 

The difeuflion, on the ceremony of delivering the letter, being ended, we returned 
home, preceded by a Miouferce, or inferior fecrctary, on horfcback, bearing in due 
form the royal letter, and dreffed in his cap and gown of office. When we had 
reached our reficlence, 1 immediately addreffed the chief minitter, to requell an official 
tranflation of the letter in the Perfian language, alfo of the paper annexed to it ; ob- 
ferving, that as public interpreters of that tongue were appointed by the court, and it 
being well underftood by feveral pcrlbns refident at Ummerapoora, a medium of inter- 
courl'e could never be wanting, which would be equally intelligible and convenient to 
their government and to mine. W ithin two days I received a notification, that His 
Majefly had given orders to fupply me with the tranflation 1 required. 

CHAP. XVI. Subjlance of official Papers. — Prepare to depart. — Chincfc Deputies : 

— take Leave preparatory to their Return. — Birman Books : —fold clandejlinely to 
Strangers. — A Man imprfoned . — Liberal Conduit of the Court. — Siamefe Painter. 

— Birman Fejlival : — the Court of the Queen attended by all the Women of Rank . — 
Illuminations. — Unceremonious Vijit to the Engy Teckien. — Embark on board our 
Boats: — delayed. — Letter from the principal Woongec to the Governor-General of 
India. — III Treatment fuff red by one of our People.' — Infolcnce of the Followers of 
the Prince of '1 'ongho. — Leave Ummerapoora. — Lift Chagaing. — Dcfcription of 
the Fort. — Oderua , or Pot Village. — Kicork, the great Manufactory of Birman 
Idols. — Temple of Commodoo P raw. — Fireworks. — Rockets of Extraordinary Mag- 
nitude. — Chagaing , an Emporium of Cotton. — Ancient Ava. -Temple of Loga - 
therpoo Praia. — Stupendous Idol. — Sandaht , or Elephant Town. — Kecnduem 
River. — Nioundoh . — Pegahm. — Civility of the Mioudoge'k , or Deputy Governor.— 
Ride to view the Ruins. — Curious Temple. — Art of turning Arches — lojt by the 
Birmans. — Reach the Town of Sillah Mew. 

THE intervention of holidays, together with the unavoidable delays of office, pro- 
tracted the delivery of the Perfian tranflations until the 1 4th* of October ; on which , 
day .the papers, properly authenticated, were brought from the lotoo, autl delivered 
to me by an officer of government. In tranflating thefe documents, I carefully col- 
lated the Perfian verlion with the Birman original, which I w'as enabled to do by the 
apltance of perfons on the fpot who underflood both languages, and found the 
Perfian as literal a tranflation as the different idioms would admit. 


The 
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The letter of his Birman Majcfty to the governor-general (Appendix, No, III) k % 
curious fpecimen of the extravagant phrafeology of oriental compofition : a great part 
of it is the di&ion of the minifter, which may be confxdered as the preamble of the 
letter. In this portion are enumerated the* royal titles, the honours conferred on the 
Britifh repreibmative, anti the prefents that were delivered ; it next details the heads 
of certain propofitions, which I had made with a view to advance the commercial 
interefts of both nations; Ilis Majcfty then fpeaks in his own perfon, and, in the 
pompous Hyle of an order, ratifies immunities of confiderable importance to Britifh 
merchants and mariners. 

The paper which accompanied the letter (Appendix, No. IV.) is an order delivered 
by the principal Woongee to carry into effect the imperial mandate, arid is addreffed 
to the Mayvvoon of Pegue in particular, as holding the jurifdi&icm of Rangoon, and 
to the governors of fea-port towns in general. It however became neceflary, in order 
to give full operation to His Maj city’s good intentions, to obtain feveral fubfidiary 
papers, which, by exprcfiing in clear detail the regular dues of government, and fpew 
cifying the authorized perquiiites of cilice, might prevent in future any arbitrary 
exactions, and put an end to impoiitions which had long been practifed on Britifh 
merchants trading to Birman ports, from whom loud complaints had at different 
times reached the fupreme government. Thefb papers I found no difficulty in obtain- 
ing : it was determined by them, that all goods of Europe and Britifh India maim* 
fadure, imported in Britifh fhips, fhould bedubjed to a duty of ten per cent, to the 
King ; the price of anchorage and pilotage, for fhips of every rate, was determined ; 
the fees of the provincial and port officers, charges for warehoufe room, for inter- 
preters and clearance, the culloms to be levied at each houfe of collection on goods 
conveying up the river, were accurately de fined ; and teak timber, to us by far the 
moft valuable commodity which the country produces, was ordered to pay a duty of 
five per cent, ad valorem , at whatever port it might be (hipped, and all further 
exadions on that article were prohibited. The fevcral demands of the port and pro- 
vincial officers on the mailers of fhips, which had heretofore been paid in rpuni, or 
pure filver, were directed to be taken in the currency of the place, which, at Ran- 
goon, is mowadzo, or filver depreciated twenty-five per cent. 

Tlicfe regulations, exprefled in feparate inftruments with cleamefs and precision, 
were equally liberal and fatisfaftory ; and, on the part ot Birman government, 
were voluntarily granted, from a conviction of the equity on which they were founded, 
and the reciprocal advantages they were likely to produce. From two propofitions 
which I offered, the court thought proper to withhold its acquief'ence ; but it cer- 
tainly was the intention of the King and his chief miniilers, that the articles which, 
were thus conceded fhould be carried into complete effect. Intercourfe, however, 
was not yet perfectly eflabliflied ; many obftacles itill impeded the way ; the road was 
only opened, and fuccefs depended on the diferetion of thofo who fliould firft purfue 
the track that Was now pointed out. , 

Having thus obtained the objects for which I had been deputed, to an extent that 
♦quailed my uttnolt expectation, 1 prepared to depart. 'J’he waters of the great river 
Jiad been fubfiding for fome time, by which the lake became lb much reduced, that 
boats of burthen were obliged to leave it, and moor in the ftream, the bar of fand at 
the entrance of the lake being almoft dry in the fair leafon. The vaftajheat'bf Water, 
which, by taking a circuitous direction, had, on our firft arrival, induced us to con- 
clude that we were on an ifland, was now diminiflied to an inconfiderable fiirface, and 
left a large portion of land, which had recently been covered, in a ftate adapted for 

4 a 2 the 
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the cultivation of rice. We obfervcd the peafants induftrioufly employed in turning; 
up the oozy foil, preparatory to the reception of feed ; and it was now manifeft, that 
the place of our refidence, which, from the encroachment of the periodical waters, 
we had confidercd as low, was in fa ft an elevated and commanding fituation. 

Early in Oftobcr, the Chinefe deputies, having fulfilled their diplomatic million, 
left the grove, to return to their native country. They embarked on board commo- 
dious boats, in which 1 underftood they were to travel for three weeks, and after- 
wards profecute their route by land, until they got into the heart of the Chinefe 
dominions, where water carriage is facilitated by numerous canals. They expefted 
to find the cold intenl'e before their arrival at Pekin ; a journey which they flated 
would require three months to perform. I prefented the fenior, at his laft vifit to me, 
with a wrapper of Englifh broadcloth, which he remarked would be more comfort- 
able in his journey among the cold hills of China, in the month of December, than 
his own garments of lilk quilted with cotton. He apologized for not having any 
thing better to give me«in return than feme pieces of filk and a few fans ; but his foil, 
a promifing youth of leventecn, who attended his father in quality of page, and who 
had been on more familiar terms with us than the natural gravity and public character 
of the feniors would allow to them, came to take leave of me juft before his embark- 
ation, and, obferving that he fhould probably never fee me again, entreated my 
acceptance of his pillow and his purfe, as memorials of the foil of Keeloree*. When 1 
hefitated in receiving what were conveniences to him, but ufelcfs to me,' he feetned fo 
much hurt, that I could not wound the feelings of the ingenuous youth, by rejecting 
his artlefs token of good will. I had given him at different times a few trifling grati- 
fications, and he could not reconcile himi’elf to depart without making fume return, 
llis pillow was a light lacquered box, about eighteen inches long, circular at top, and 
covered with a cafe of filk, fo thickly quilted with cotton as to render it loft. In a 
box of this fort, a Chinefe, when he makes a journey, ufually carries all his valu- 
ables ; though unprovided with a lock, it is rot ealy to be opened, and the cafe is 
clofely buttoned : thus a traveller fecurcs all his property by fleeping on it. This 
box was not empty, it contained the purfe f before mentioned, a Reel and flint to 
light fire, and a bracelet and ring of agate, which the donor allured me were endued 
with certain cabaliltic virtues, to protect the poflctlbr from the perils of the road. 

During the time tin* matters of bufmefs were under difeuflion, and the neceflary 
papers preparing, Mr. Wood employed his leifure hours in digefting his furvey of the 
river, and in making aftronomical obfervations ; whiifl: Doftor Buchanan, ever afli- 
duous in the purfuit of knowledge, profecuted botanical inquiries, and collefted 
general information from every acceflible fource. Among other things, books in the 
Birman tongue were brought to him for falc, oil which the owners put what feemed 
to be a very exorbitant price ; and, either from real or pretended apprehenfion, 
thefe venders of Birman literature always produced their wares in a clandeftiue 
manner; afligning ?s a reafon, that if any perion were dilcovered to have fold books 
to a foreigner without pertniffion, he would be liable to a fevere penalty. This afler- 
tion we were at firlt inclined to confidcr rather us a pretext for enhancing the demand, 
than as founded on faft : one day, however, we underflood that a itian had aftually 
been iinprifo^ed for an oflence of this nature, and was likely to fuller puniflnnexiu 

* This I conceive to be rather a title than hi? real name. 

•fyXhis purfe bore an cxa£t rcfemblance to the reprefentation in Sir George Staunton’s work of th* 
^uriwhich Ii^mperiai Majelty of China prefented to the ambatfadors page, wheu the Britifh embafTy 
wu& Wrmully Bpduced. 

n 1 imme- 
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I immediately fent a meffiige to the chief Woongee, apprizing him of the circumftance, 
and defiring to know whether it was illegal to fell books to us ; that, if their law pro- 
hibited it, I fhould reject fuch as in future might be brought, and direct every perfon 
under my authority to do the fame. The Woongee ret urned a civil mefiage, and the 
man was fet at liberty. His Majefty, being made acquainted with the alfair, futn- 
moned, on the following day, the principal Rhahaans to attend his council, and fub- 
mitted to them, whether or not it was confident with Birman tenets, to grant books 
that treated of their hiftory and laws to foreigners. The conclave, I was told, after 
folemn deliberation, determined in the affirmative ; and added, that it was not only 
admiffible, but laudable, for the difiemination of knowledge. His Majefty was there- 
upon pleated to order a handfomc copy of the Razawavn, or Hiftory of their Kings’, 
and of the Dhermafath, or Code of Laws, to be delivered to me from the royal 
library : each was contained in one large volume, written in a beautiful manner, and 
handfomcly adorned with painting and gilding. 

My Bengal draftsman, whofe labours were principally dictated by Dr. Buchanait 
in the delineation of plants, met at Ummerapoora with a brother artift in a Siamefe 
painter, who was employed by the court. This man, though not fo fkilful as the 
perfon in my fervice, was neverthclefs of much utility ; he fumifhod me with feveral 
drawings, deferiptive of the coftume of the country, which, though executed with 
little tafte, were finifhed with the mod perfect fidelity. Among other things, he 
brought me a reprefentation of the Shoepauudogee, or royal barge ufed by the King 
when he goes in date on the water'; the painter reported, that the length of the veffel 
was a hundred cubits (more than one hundred and fifty feet) : I faw it through a 
glals, but at too great a diflancc to obferve more than the elevated ftern, the royal 
piafath in the centre, which occupied the place of a maft, and the fplendour of the 
gilding, with which it was entirely covered. The King polToftes a great variety o£ 
boats : fome of them we had an opportunity of viewing, but the Shoepaundogee is by. 
far the moil magnificent. 

The Birman month of Sandaingguite, which had juft expired, is a feafon of univerfai 
feftivity and rejoicing, and on the three terminating days folemn homage is paid to the 
King, to the Kngy Teekien, and to the principal Oueon. At the court of the latter, 
all the wives and daughters of the nobles pay their refpedts, unaccompanied by their 
huibands or any male attendants ; and in tiiis afiembly as much (late and ceremony 
are olaferved as at the court of llis Majefty.. The rank, which each lady bears in right 
of her hufband, is exprefied by her drefs and ornaments ; female priority being not 
lefs ferup tloufiv maintained, than precedency amongft men. We regretted extremely 
that their euftoms did not allow us to attend the (Queen's court, in the fame manner 
as that of her illuftrious mother. Age and widowhood, it feems, gave the latter a 
privilege of receiving vilits from the other lex, without violating decorum or incurring 
reproach. 

During the' fif teen days of this “ decreafing moon,” the city was illuminated every 
night ; lanterns made of different coloured tranfparent paper* w r ere fufpended front 
bamboo fcaifolds, and difpofed in various fhapes, which produced a pleafing effect 
when feen from our rcfidence on the oppofite fide of the lake. The fuperior bril- 
liancy of the lights at the palace was diftinguifhable above the reft. The Birmans are 
Angularly expert in the difplay of fire-works of every defeription. • ’ 

On the 13th of O&obcr, 1 received a verbal mefliige from the Engy Teekien, that- 
he fhould be glad to fee me on the following day, when he meant to lay afide the 
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parade of {late, and honour me with an unceremonious reception. I embraced with 
pleafure an opportunity of an interview unincumbered with the formalities of regal 
pomp, and, accompanied by a few attendants, proceeded on horfeback to his palace 
at the appointed time. As loon as my arrival was announced, I was immediately intro- 
duced without the previous ceremony of waiting in the rhoom. On this occafion he 
did not, as formerly, exhibit hirnfelf from a cafetnent window like a pagod, but was 
feated at the upper end of the hall, upon a couch richly adorned with the cullomary 
ornaments. His drefs was very Ample ; he wore a white veil of line muflin, with a 
lower garment of filk, and his head was bound with an embroidered fillet. Several 
perfonages of rank were prcfent, habited alfo in a plain manner, but dillinguilhed by 
their gold tzaloe, or chain of nobility. The deportment of the Prince at this interview 
was perfedlly Irank, and free from ollentation ; I was difappointed, however, in his 
converfation ; 1 expected that he would, by enquiring into the Hate of the liritilh 
provinces, and the caufesof their profperity, have fought for information that might 
hereafter prove beneficial to the country over which he is one day prefumptively 
to reign. His difcourle took a quite different turn ; he afkcd onlv frivolous queltions, 
and endeavoured to amufe me by the prattle of two fprightly children, his daughters. 
Half an hour having been fpent in this trifling manner, 1 withdrew, and paid a vilit to 
the Maywoon of Pegue, who told me that it was his intention to accompany us back 
to Rangoon, where he would order every necefi'ary to be provided for our convenience 
and accommodation. 

The diftance to which our boats were obliged to remove, rendered the tranfport- 
ation of our baggage a work of labour : after conveying it ucrofs the lake, it was 
to be laden on carts, and drawn for two miles over what was now a plain of fand, 
but at the time of our arrival had been a wide Iheet of water, navigated by veffels of 
confiderable burthen. The communication between the lake and the river was novr 
completely clofed. 

On the 23d of October we began to fend off our heavieft articles. The commiffary, 
or kyewoon, had taken care to provide a carriage and labourers, the expence of 
which we were not fufi'ered to defray ; what I gave to the people, was confidcrcd as 
a private gratification. 

Having embarked moft of our baggage, Mr. Wood and I)r. Buchanan, with a pro- 
portion of the attendants, left me early on the 25th, to go on board the boats : I 
remained until evening waiting for fome papers which I expected from the city. Horfes 
were m readinefs for us to mount, on the oppofite fide of the lake. 

On leaving Tounzeinahn, as the boat pu filed from the fliore, I looked back 
with pleafure at the grove, under the fhade of which we had reftded, and bade 
a glad but not unthankful adieu to an habitation where I had experienced kind 
hofpitality, and fpent three months in a manner that could not fail to hnprefs me 
with a lafting recollection of the feene. To be placed in fo Angular and interefiing a 
Atuation, cannot often occur j nor can the images created by it be eaAly obliterated 
fipm the mind. 

Riding acrofs the plain over which I had lately failed, I perceived that part of it 
was already under tillage, but the largeft portion was left for pafture. During the 
inundation, canoes navigated between the houles of the lower l’uburbs of the city, 
and all comntuliication was maintained by water ; but carts now plied in dufty lanes, 
and the foundations of the buildings were at leafl fifteen feet above the lever of the 
Hve]Sfifct)ur boats were at a creek 1 ’ called Sakyingua, where a number of trading 

veffels 



SYMEs’s EMBASSY TO AVA. 551 

I 

veffels were alfo moored, fome of them of confiderable burthen. The noife of the 
boat-men on the bank, and the fmoke from the fires which they made, rendered the 
fituation by no means agreeable. 

Various caufes confpired to detain us at Sakyingua creek until the 29th. In the 
interval I received a ffiort letter from the principal Woongee, directed to the 
Governor-general of India, containing a defire of the King to procure certain religious 
books written in the Shanfcrit language ; likewife that a Bramin, well verfed in 
aftronomy, might be font from Bengal to his court, to inftruft his own profeffors 
of whofe ignorance in that lcience His Majefty was fully fenfible. The letter, 
however, laid as much ftrels on the purity of the preceptor’s call as on the extent, 
of his knowledge, and comprehended a curious addition to the requeft, that a 
Bramin woman lhould accompany the fagc, with a view, 1 imagine, of propagating 
a race of hereditary aftronomers. I informed the Woongee, in reply, that Bramins 
of learning have an invincible difiike to leave their native country, even for a limited 
period ; but to emigrate with their families, I conceived, was an aft to which no 
temptation would induce them : I added, that the principles of the Englifh govern- 
ment did not allow of force being ufed, to compel a fubjeft into exile, who had not 
by any crime forfeited the proteftion of the law. This, I dare fay, was not very 
intelligible doftrine to the defpotic monarch of Ava, and at all events mull have been 
perfectly novel. 

Whili't we remained at this place, one of our people received ill treatment from 
the natives, which was remarkable, as being the firfl inftance that had occurred. 
Ur. Buchanan, defirous of enriching his collection of plants with every rare pro- 
duction of the country, ufed to employ a peafant bov of Bengal to gather herbs for 
him, whom he every day lent for that purpofe into the fields. The followers of the 
Prince of Tongho happened to refidc in this quarter, a clafs of men notorious among 
Birmans lor their infolence and dilhonelly : the lad unluckily chanced one day to meet, 
a party of thefe ruffians, who took from him his knife, balkct and turban, and, threaten- 
ing to put him to death, fo frightened him that he botanized no more till we were out 
of their .reach. I had before heard much of the ferocity of thefe people, who were 
very numerous ; report made their numbers ten thoufand : they were always 
quarrelling with the followers of the other Princes, particularly thofe of the Prince 
of Prome. It was faid, that the King had on one occafion, vv hi 1 ft we were at 
11 nnnerapoora, fharply reprimanded his fon. the Tongho Tekien, and confined his 
W0011, or minificr, for not keeping his people in better fubjeft ion. I took no notice 
of their conduit ; it was not expedient at my departure to make a public complaint of 
fuch a petty outrage. 

The river, which three months before had difplayed an uninterrupted expanfe of 
feveral miles, was now broken into feparate ftreams, furrounding numerous iflands, 
which had jult emerged from the inundation. The principal branch of the river, 
even in its dimmifhed ifate, was a mile wide. Dr. Buchanan and I eroded in a finall 
boat to an ifland where fome b flier men and gardeners had begun to erect huts, in which 
they refide until returning floods in the enfuing year force them to abandon their 
habitations. They feemed to have the means of comfortable livelihood ; their gardens 
were already fown with the fweet potatoe, convolvulus batatas, pulfe, and brenjals, 
folanum melongena ; the latter are ufually tranfplanted. The foil was 'Extremely dry, 
no twit h (landing it had fo recently been covered with water, and the pafturage w'as 
luxuriant. The inhabitants paddled cattle and poultry in abundance, and doubtlefs 
were fupplied with excellent fifh. , 


Early 
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Ea¥ly on thtt 29th, the Maywoon of Pegue vi fifed me, in a very b an d fom e war-boa t 
gilded to the water’s edge, accompanied by feveral others that were plain ; he invited 
me on board, and we took our feats on the prow, which in Birman boats, is always 
the place of dignity. When we left the Ihore, the whole fleet pufhed off and followed 
us ; the morning was fine, and the water frnooth, whilfl: the i'pires of Ummerapoora 
in our ftern, the white temples and lofty hills of Chagaing oppofite, and the fort of 
ancient Ava below, formed a very cheerful proi'ped. We rowed to Chagaing, 
where, foon alter our arrival, the Maywoon took leave of me, to return to the 
capital, having bufinefs to detain him a few days longer ; he, however, promifed 
to overtake us on the way down, his boats being better adapted than ours for 
expedition. 

After dinner. Doctor Buchanan and 1 walked out to view the fort of Chagaing, 
which in the days of Namdoo Praw had been the feat of empire : we entered under 
a gateway, the arch of which was wide and well turned. This fort had nothing to 
diftinguifh it from others that have been already deferibed ; it was not nearly 1<> 
large as that of Ummerapoora, or even equal in extent to the lines of ancient Ava, 
the defences were fullered to fall into ruins, and the houles were meanly built 
among weeds and rubbilh. We obferved a well fupplied herb market, which was 
attended wholly by women. Palling through the fort, we eroded a narrow folia 
on a handlome wooden bridge, the length of which indicated, that during the 
.monfoon, the inundation extended to a coibi Jer.ible dillance ; and a little farther, 
we came to the great road leading to the Meengoung. On our right, lay the low 
conical hills, whofe fummits crowned with white temples, form fuch confpicuous 
objects from the river. Advancing about a mile, we arrived at a village called 
Oderua, or Pot Village, from its being a manufactory of earthen- ware. Thu 
Iatenefs of the evening prevented our further progrefs. Wo returned bv a road that 
led to the left of the fort, palling in our way a neat village fituated near the banks of 
the river. 

By means of our horfes, we now enjoyed a convenience which in coming up we 
did not poflefs. A platform had been conftruCted in a broad boat, capable of con- 
taining five horfes : we brought three from the capital, and added two others on tho 
way down : little trouble was occafioncd by embarking or landing them ; tho 
Birman grooms were expert, and the beads tradable. F.arly next morning we 
mounted, and purified the route of the preceding evening. Numerous temples lined 
the road on cither fide, but one only of the number attracted particular notice ; 
it was furrounded by a high brick wall, from which elephant’s heads, formed of 
mal’onry, were protruded in fuch a manner as to give the wall an appearance of being 
fupported on the backs of thofe animals ; the temple was a pyramid of brick, about 
one hundred feet high, ornamented with a gilded umbrella. Palling through Pot 
village, we came to a town called Kyeock Zcit, remarkable for being the great 
manufactory of marble idols, the inhabitants of which were ftatuarics by trade, I favv 
thirty or forty large yards crowded with artifts at work on images of various fizes, 
but all of the fame pcrl'onage, Gaudma, fitting crofs-legged on a pedeftal. The 
quarries, whence the materials are procured, are only a few miles diftanf ; the marble is 
brought hither in fhapelefs blocks; and after being fafhioned, the images are publicly fold 
to thofe who *have grace enough to purchafe them. The largeft that I obferved, a 
little exceeded the human fixe, the price of which they faxd, was one hundred tackals, 
twelve onrteen pounds, but fotne diminutive Gaudmas were to be difpofed of, 
.as low as Ijpp or three tackals. The ieedegee or fleerfman of my boat, bought one 
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to protect us on the way down. The workmen were -extremely civil and communi- 
cative; they would not part with their fiiercd commodity, 1 was told, to any 
except Birmans ; but they anfwcrcd our queftions with good humour ; and our 
curiofity neither excited furprii'e, nor gave umbrage. Their tools are fuvm'.e ; they 
fhape the image with a chifel and mallet, and afterwards l'mooth it by frecltone ana 
water. Many of the idols were beautifully polilhed, which, I underltood, was! 
effj|£ledby rubbing the marble with three different forts of ftone ; the firft rough, 
the fecond finer, and the third fuch as hones are made of, the workmen afterwards 
uie the palms of their hands. ' This operation gives it a tranfparent clearnefs, far 
furpafling the brightoft polilli of which European marble is fufceptible. Such images 
as were defigned for gilding did not receive fo high a finifliing. 

Half a league further wo came to where the temple of Kommodoo rears its maffive 
and antique pile. This venerable and curious edifice Hands on an eminence, which 
renders it a confpicuous object at the difiance of many miles. It is compofed of 
folid mafonry without cavil y of any fort, and in lhape refembles a bell; there is a 
high railing of wood encircling it, twelve feet diftant from the bafe ; the circum- 
ference on the oulfide of the railing, by my meafurement, was four hundred paces, 
perhaps three hundred and fifty yards, and the height did not appear lefs than three 
hundred feet ; it ended in a clumfy cone, unadorned by a fpire [or the cuftomary 
umbrella, and exhibited a finking contrail to the elegant and flill larger temple of 
Shoemadoo ; indeed, the flyle of its ltruelure indicared, that it was built either by a 
people pofiefling totally different notions of architecture, or at a far more remote 
period ; it was much the me ft inelegant and heavy building that we had 
feen in the country. The roof had once been richly gilded, and the remains of 
wooden galleries, from which the paint and gilding were not quite obliterated, lay 
fcattered around ; thefc ornaments had probably been often renewed fince the firft 
ere&ion of the temple. Kommodoo was once celebrated for its fan&ity, and is ftill 
held in great reverence ; many devotees were fauntering round the hill, whilffc 
others were proftrate at their devotions. The Birmans boaft of the antiquity of this- 
building ; they al'cribe its rife to fupernatural agency, and fix its date further bade 
than the Mofaic sera : thefe, however, were the tales of ignorance, to conceal the 
want of knowledge ; but the traces of long duration were certainly evident, and 
from its fixe and form Kommodoo Praw feems likely to refill the elfetls of time for - 
many ages. 

From the fite of Kommodoo, we had an extended view of the river winding through 
a rich and level country. A confiderable lake lay to the fouthward ; the plains were 
now cultivating, whilft numerous villages and herds of cattle denoted population and 
plenty. At a Ihort diftance from the foot of the hill was a long avenue formed by a 
double row of tamarind trees of uncommon flatelinefs and beauty, under the fliade of 
which a line of (hops was erected on either fide, where, befides provifions and cloth, 
utenfils in brals r ware, and fireworks, were fold. On a green, a little way retired from 
the road, we obferved a number of people employed in making Vockets, the tubes of 
which were the folid trunks of trees bored after the manner of a. pump ; in fome, 
the cavity of the cylinder was nine or ten inches in diameter, and ihc wood about 
two inches thick ; the length of thefe tubes varied from twelve to twenty feet ; 
they were filled with a compofition of charcoal, faltpetre, and gunpowder, rammed 
in very hard. The enormous fize of Birman rockets has already been noticed, in 
the account given of the fireworks of Pegue ; but feveral that we faw here far exceeded 
thofe in magnitude^ The large ones are fired from a high fcaftold erected for the 
vou ix. 4 s purpofe^ 
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purpofo; bamboos fattened together, of a length adapted to preferve the poffe, form 
the tail of the rocket ; in this branch of p^rotechny the Birmans take particular detijght, 
and are extremely fkilful. 

The day was now far advanced, and the fun become powerful; Having fatisfied our 
■curiosity, we galloped back to our boats, a diftance of about feven miles. I took notice, 
in ntfjt way, of frequent fheds built at the fide of the road, in which pots of water were 
placed for the refreftment of travellers. ^ 

* Chagaing is the principal emporium to which cotton is brought from all parts of 
the country, and where, after being cleaned, it is embarked for the China 
market : females perform the labour of clearing it from the feeds ; this is effected 
by double cylinders turned by a lathe, which the woman works with her foot, 
whilfi: flie fupplics the cotton with her hands. I was told, that the moft opulent 
merchant in the empire refidcs at Chagaing, who deals folely in this article. In the 
afternoon we loofed our boats and dropped down to Ava on the oppofite fide. 

Early on the following morning, l walked out to examine the ruins of this 
deferred capital. The difpofition of its ttrects and buildings nearly refembled that 
of Ummerapoora attire prefent day. We could trace the leparate divifions of the 
palace, ami a 11. heaps of rubbifh overgrown by weeds and thorns : on the fpot where 
but a few years fince the lotoo flood, and julticewas adminiffered to a mighty empire, 
pulfe and Indian corn were now growing. Palling to the weftward, among ruinous 
walls and fallen temples, we came upon a good road, and a miferable old woman, 
“ the fad hiftorian” and living emblem of the place, pointed out the way to Logatherpoo 
Praw, formerly the refidence of the Sercdaw, hr high pried of the empire, where the 
coloffal image of Gaudrna was ftill to be viewed. 

The area on which the temple hands, is a fquare furrounded by an arcade of 
mafonry j on each fide, nine cubical towers are erected, and levered buildings are 
comprehended within the fpace enclofcd by the arcade. The temple in which the 
ftupendous idol is placed, differs from the other pyramidical buildings, by having an 
arched excavation that contains the image. On entering this dome, our furprife 
was greatly excited at beholding fitch a monflrous representation of the divinity. It 
was a Gaudrna of marble feated on a pcdeftal, in its cuttomary pofition. The height 
of the idol, from the top of the head to the pedoftal on which it fat, was nearly twenty- 
four feet ; the head was eight feet in diameter, and acrofs the bread it rneafured ten ; 
the hands were from five to fix feet long ; the peddtal, which was alfo of marble, 
was raffed eight feet from the ground. The neck and the left fide of the image 
were gilded, but the right arm and fhoulder remained uncovered. The Birmans 
afferted, that this, like every other Gaudrna which I had feen of the fame material, 
was compofed of one entire block of marble ; nor could we, on the clofeft inipection, 
obferve any junction of parts. If what they laid was true, it remains a matter of 
much curiofity, to difeover how fuch a ponderous mafs could be tranfported from its 
native bed, and raffed in this place. The building had evidently been erefted over 
the idol, a’s the entrance would fcarcely J admit the introduction of the head. No 
intelligent Birman happening to be with us, all ^iat 1 could learn in anfwer to my 
inquiries, was, <• that the image had been placed there an hundred years ago, by a King 
named Podqo Sembuan. Whatever may be its real hiftory, it is an extraordinary 
fpecimen ofidolatrous extravagance. ■ 

f ©ur return, we perceived a man driving a cart drawn by a pair of oxen, which 
’■"***» filled with rubbjfh from the ruined buildings. I learnt that he was carrying the 
to a neighbouring brook to wafh it; expe&ing to difeover gold, filver, or fome 

3 . > article 



SYMES’S EMBASSY TO AVA. 


article of value, which not tmfrequently happened. Old Avals faid to be the, refort 
of ikithtrous thieves, who find fhelter and places of concealment among the decayed 
religious edifices. 

Our riefearches being ended, we re-embarked and immediately got under way, 
the boatmen ufmg their oars with juft fufficient force to accelerate in a flight degree 
our motion down a gently gliding current. The river, except in thofe places where 
iflands divided its ftream, was above a mile wide. A little before fun-fet, we 
brought-to for the night on the left hand, under a high bank near the town of Sandaht, 
and in the evening we took our cuftoinary walk, which at this place w'as among 
lanes, feparated by hedge-rows, inclofing fields planted with pulfe, fefamum and 
Indian corn. . 

We left Sandaht betimes the next morning, and continued to float down the ftream, 
with little exertion or labour to our people. The river having fallen at leaft fifteen 
feet fince the time we came up, we could not, as before, obferve the towns and 
villages on each fide, nor indeed could any object be f'een that was not immediately 
on the edge of the banks, which hung perpendicularly over the river, in many - 
places to a confiderable height ; but we knew when a town or a collection of houfes 
was nigh, by the fteps that were cut in the bank for the convenience of fetching 
water. About four o’clock we palled the place where the Keenduem unites with 
the Irrawaddy. The mouth of the former did not feem to be much diminifhed 
by the change of ftafon. We brought-to in the evening, on the call fide, in the 
neighbourhood of a poor village, a fliort way below Tirroup Mew, where the 
country prefented a cheerful afpect j grai's was growing, and cattle feeding in every 
direction. 

On the following day, November ad, we continued to travel in the lame tranquil * 
manner, the current of the river flowing two or three miles an hour with an unruffled 
iuriace. The weather was ferene, and the temperature of the air moderate. 
Abundance of water fowl, collected on the fands which had recently emerged from 
the inundation, afforded us good (hooting. As we approached the city of Nioundoh, I 
made inquiry concerning the excavations in the banks, which formerly had been 
the retreats of hermits, and was told that no perfon would now venture to explore 
them, as they had become the habitations of innumerable fnakes and other noxious 
reptiles. We brought-to in the evening among a fleet of at leaft tw'o hundred large 
trading boats, which were moored at the bank waiting to deliver or receive a lading. 
Nioundoh is a place of much commerce, having ufurped all the trade that formerly 
was carried on at Pagahm : cotton, japauued-ware, and oil extruded from fefamum, 
are the principal articles of exportation. The land adjacent to the town did not 
wear a more fertile afpect than when we palled it four months before; no change of 
feafon could effed an alteration in its barren foil ; but on the oppofite bank of the 
river, rich crops were waving, and cattle grazing in luxuriant pafture. 

Early on the following day vve left Nioundoh, and reached Pagahm by breakfaft 
time. Although the diftanco by land is io fhort that Nioundbh maybe called the 
modern appendage to ancient Pagahm, yet we were above two hours between them, 
owing to the circuitous courfe of the rivei-, which lengthens the .way to eight ,cr 
nine miles, 

Mention of Pagahm has often occurred in this narrative, a . city calebrattd Jfor its 
numerous^ templfis, and the traces with it bears of former magnificence. To examine 
its extenfive anil various ruins with the accuracy of a fpeculafivp traveller, would 
have occupied more time than we had to fpare. Shortly after the$feet had brought-to, 
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I wasftrifited by^tfee Mioudogee, or the perfon who governed the town and tftftjtift 
in the afefence of the Prince ; he informed that his royal maftcr wias eSpi^Ked 
on the following day from Ummerapoora. In the afternoon we walked out to view 
a very curious and ancient temple, which was repairing at the ‘'expence of the Engy 
Teekien, or Prince Royal. It was built of mafonry, and comprehended feveral 
arches forming feparate domes, into which four arched porches led, that faced the 
four cardinal points j on each fide of the doors, in receffes in the Wall, ypere feated 
gigantic human figures made of ftucco, with large flaring eyes, and the head protruded 
forward, as if to look at thofe who approached the thre/nold. Thefe, I Was told. 
Were the fupematural porters of the doors, whofe power of perception was fuch, that 
they could penetrate the recedes of the human breaft, and difcover the fincerity of 
devotion. The Mioudogee obfcrved, that it was the Prince's intention to gild this 
temple ; and that four vifs of gold, about the value of fix hundred pounds, were 
already prepared for that purpof’e j he added, that a confiderable fum of filver had 
been expended on the repairs. 

We were on this occafion informed of a circumflance that fhews how eafily an art, 
once well known, may be lofl to a country from difufe and the capricioufnefs of 
fafhion ; notwithftanding that well-formed arches of brick are {till to be fecn in many 
of the ancient temples, yet Birman workmen can no longer turn them. Mafonry has 
pot in latter ages been much pra&ifed ; wooden buildings have fuperleded the more 
folid ftructures of brick and mortar. 

On our return, the Mioudogee politely invited us to flop and reft ourfelves at his 
houfe. We accepted the invitation, and were ufhered into a commodious dwelling 
inclofed by a railing, where we found feveral perfons fcated in a fpacious hall. Soon 
after our entrance, the Mioudogee’s wife came forth from an inner apartment, and 
fat down by her hufband ; fhe was attended by two female fervants, and held by the 
fiand her daughter, a pretty delicate child about eight years of age, who was not at 
till alarmed at the fight of ftrangers, but came and examined my hat and epaulette, 
with much engaging familiarity. Her father was extremely civil ; not knowing that 
we had horfes, he kindly offered us the ufe of his, if we chofe to remain another day, 
and amufe ourfelves by riding through the ancient city, which was too extenfive to be 
traverfed in fo fhort a time on foot. Doctor Buchanan having exprefled a wifh to 
examine the Launzan, a rare fpecies of P plant, he promifed to fend one of his people 
on the following day, fotne diftance off, to procure it for him, which he punctually 
performed. Such inftances of genuine hofpitaiity are amongft the higheft gratifications 
that a traveller can experience. 

Next morning we mounted our horfes at an early hour, purfuing an eaftward direc- 
tion, on a road that led to hills called Torroendong, about ten miles diftant, beyond 
which, and more foutherly, we perceived Poupa, a conical mountain mentioned in 
our former journey. On each fide of the road, innumerable religious buildings ap- 
peared in every ftage of dilapidation. At the diftance of two or three miles from the 
river, the foil became lefs barren. A few inconfiderable gardens were inclofed by the 
inhabitants, fown chiefly with Indian com and pulfe, and in fome places the cotton plant 
was growing. We continued our ride five or fix miles, as far as afmall village named 
Minangdoo, where the ruins teem to end in that direction. There I faw for. the fifft 
tfcne a kioum,' or maoaftery, built of mafonry. We gpt bick about twelve o’clock, 
and fbuftd crowds of people aflembled at the water fide^ waiting for the arrival . of the 
Pagahm, who was^-feourly expeded : all the men of diftinClion belonging to 
«fU the river to meet him. In order to make more room fieair the 
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Jpofrwherehe was to land., we loofed our boats, and removed to a fituation lowerdown, 
Sjj^%‘after the fleet came in fight. We were at too great a diftance to diilinguUh 
the Prince’s barge 4 the decorations of which were faid to be very handfome; but 
we faw an immense number of boats, and heard the fhouts of the people, who wel- 
comed their royal governor with every demonftration of joy. 

Being unacquainted with the etiquette proper to be obferved on fuch an occafion, 
I confulted the Mioudogee, whether a vifit from me was expected, or would be 
agreeable to the Prince. He replied, that my payings vifit would lay the prince 
under the neceflity of defiring our ftay for two or three days, to partake of an enter- 
tainment. As fuch a ceremony could not be convenient to him, and had no induce- 
ment for me, I font Baba-Sheen to apologize in my name, pleading hafte and the late- 
nefs of the i'eafon as my excufe for not having the honour to wait on him* 

At fun-rife next morning the Prince of Promt* pa (fed by, with a very numerous 
and noify retinue; from the number of boats there could not be fewer than three or 
four thoufand perfons : all the boatmen were finging in unifon with the ftrokes of 
their oars. The Maywoon of Pegue, who was in his fuite, font me a complimentary 
meffage, faying, that he meant to attend the Prince as far as Mccaday, his own Jag- 
hire, or eftate, where he ftiould wait our arrival. 

We were delayed at Pagahtn, by our boat people, till near ten o’clock, when we 
pufhed off. The river, during the early part of this day, where iflands of fund did 
not intervene, was not lefs than two miles wide : at one place, however, the channel 
contracted, and the current ruflied round a projecting rock with excelfive rapidity. 
We faw feveral ranges of hills, forne of which approached near the river, but thelb 
were of no confulerable magnitude. The Arracan mountains, fifry or fixty miles 
diftant, which were vifible at intervals, towered high above the reft. In the 
evening we reached Sillahmcw, an ancient city, which had once been a place of 
confidcrable note. A little way to the northward we perceived the ruins of a briclct 
fort creeled in a very judicious fituation; the ditch and wall were (till to be traced. 
We had been fo much engaged, when \vc were here before, with the filk and cotton 
merchants who brought their goods to fell, that we entirely overlooked the fite of 
this fortrefs ; an overfight that might eafily happen, as its ramparts and towers are. 
nearly level with the dull. 


CHAP. XVII. Arrive at Sembeivghc-wn. — Politenefs of the Maywoon of Arracan. — — 
Yanangheoum. — Wells of Petroleum. — Pat an a go. — Mccaday. — Friendly Attention 
of the Maywoon of Pegue. — Kayn , or Mountaineers. — Strange Cujlom. — Notions of 
Religion. — Pulloo. — Promc. — Vifit the Site of an ancient City. — Pceinghee.—Maya- 
boun. — - Prejudice of Birman Boat-men. — Difagrecablc Circumjlance. — Wejlern 
River. — Denoobcw. — - Enter the Rangoon Branch of the Irrawaddy . — ' Mofquetoes. 
Meet Captain Thomas. -—Arrive at Rangoon. 

WE departed from Sillahmew at the cuftomary hour, and by* nine o’clock in the 
morning reached Sembewghewn, on the eaft bank of the river. The town is a league 
inland, but there is a village at the place where boats ufually flop. We perceiye^ a 
temporary hbUfe sat fome diftance, fuch as is built for the accommodation of atn|njqf 
rank drhen lie'triyels, furrounded by final! huts, and were informed jjxat ife etuis' the 
encampment of the governor of Arracan. This officer had been pewly appointed, 
add Was on hiswayto’ take pofleftion of his vice-royalty, which confers the title of 
Mayvtoon on the pofifefibr, and is accounted one of the theft important govenunents 
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of theempire. I fent a meffage to him with compliments, and a requeft that he tvouki 
forward a difpatch for me to Chittagong, the frontier Britifh province that borderfton. 
Arracan. He obligingly undertook the commifiion, and punctually fulfilled hk pro- 
mife. I had afterwards the fatisfaclion to know, that the firit advice which the 
Governor-general received of my proceedings at Ummerapoora, was by this con- 
veyance. * 

We continued at Sembewghewn only a fhort time. I did not land, but the doSor 
went on fhore : he faw nothing, however, that merited particular notice. Mr. Wood 
remained till the afternoon, to obferve the diftance between the fun and moon ; the 
latter being at this time vifible, and the iky unclouded. We rowed till two o’clock, 
at w hich hour we reached Yaynangheoum, or Petroleum creek j a place already 
noticed in our journey up the river. 

Doctor Buchanan partook of an early dinner with me ; and when the fun had 
defeended fo low as to be no longer inconvenient, we mounted our horfes to vifit the 
celebrated wells that produce the oil, an article of univerfal ufe throughout the Birman 
empire. The face of the country was cheerlefs and fterile ; the road, which wound 
among rocky eminences, was barely wide enough to admit the paffage of a Angle cart ; 
and, in many places, the track in which the wheels mull run was a foot and a hall 
lower on one fide than the other: there were feveral of thefe lanes, fome more cir- 
cuitous than others, according to the fituation of the fmall hills among which they led. 
Vehicles, going and returning, were thus enabled to 'purfiie different routes, except 
at particular places, where the nature of the ground would only admit of one road : 
when a cart came to the entrance of fuch a defile, the driver hallooed out to ftop any 
that might interfere with him from the oppofite fide, no part being fufliciently wide 
for two carts to pafs. The hills, or rather hillocks, were covered with gravel, and 
yielded no other vegetation titan a few Hunted bullies. The wheels had worn ruts 
deep into the rock, which feetned to be rather a mafs of concreted gravel than hard 
ftonc, and many pieces of petrified wood lay fireweJ about. It is remarkable, that 
wherever thefe petrifactions were found, the foil was unproductive, and the ground 
dellitute of verdure. The evening being far advanced, we met but few carts ; thole 
wliich we did obferve were drawn each by a pair of oxen, and of a length difpropor- 
tionate to the breadth, to allow lpace for the earthen pots that contained the oil. It 
was a matter of furprile to us how they could convey fuch brittle ware, with any degree 
of fafety, over fo rugged a road : each pot was packed in a feparate balket, and laid 
on ftraw ; notvvithftanding which precaution, the ground all the way was ftrewed with 
the fragments of the veflels, and wet with oil ; for no care can prevent the frafture 
of fome in every journey. As we approached the pits, which were more diflant than 
we had imagined, the country became lefs uneven, and the foil produced herbage ; 
it was nearly dark when we reached them, and the labourers had retired from work. 
There feemed to be a great many pits within a fmall compafs: walking to the neareft, 
vrp found the aperture about four feet fquare, and the Ikies, as far as we could fee 
down, were lined with timber ; the oil is drawn up in an iron pot, fattened to a rope 
patted over a wooden cylinder, which revolves on an axis l'upported by two upright 
pofts. When *he pot is filled, two men take the rope by the end, and run down a 
■declivity, which is cut in the ground, to a diftance equivalent to the depth of the well 
thus, when thl-y reach the end of their track, the pot is raifed to its proper^elevation ; 
■||$; contents, water and oil together, are then difcharged into a cittern, and the water 
i^a&w^rds drawn off through a hole at the bottom. Our guide, an a&iye inteltt- 
fferft-fellawJilKnt to a neighbouring houfe- and procured a* well rope, by means bf 
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which we! were enabled to meafure the depth, and afcertained it to be thirty-feven 
fabbcrtfnSf but of the quantity of oil at the bottom we could not judge : the owner of 
the rope, who foljowcd our guide, affirmed, that when a pit yielded as much as came 
up to the waift of a man, it was deemed tolerably productive ; if it reached to his 
neck, it was abundant ; but that which role no higher than the knee was accounted 
indifferent. When a well is exhaufted, they reftore the fpring by cutting deeper into 
the rock, which is extremely hard in thole places where the oil is produced. Govern- 
ment farm out the ground that fupplies this ufeful commodity ; and it is again let to 
adventurers, who dig wells at their own hazard, by which they fometimes gain, and 
often lofe, as the labour and expence of digging are confiderable. The oil Is fold on 
the fpot for a mere trifle ; I think two or three hundred pots for a tackal, or half-a- 
crown. The principal charge is incurred by the trani'portation and purchafe of veffels. 
We had but half gratified our curiofity when it grew dark, and our guide urged us not to 
remain any longer, as. the road was laid to be in felted by tigers, that prowled at night 
among the rocky uninhabited ways through which we had to pafs. We followed his 
advice, and returned, with greater rifk, as I thought, of breaking our necks from 
the badnefs of the road, than of being devoured by wild beafts. At ten o'clock we 
reached our boats without any mifadventure. 

We left Yaynangheoum before funrife, and, committing ourfelves to the current, 
glided almoft imperceptibly down the ftream, the boatmen lying in idle eale, lome on 
the roof, and others on the lateral platforms of the veil'd : whilll their only occupa- 
tion was Tinging, praying, and flopping by turns. The prefent manner of palling their 
time was a contrail to what they experienced on the former journey, during which 
their labour had been excellive and without intcrmilTion ; they all appeared pleafed to 
return to Rangoon, where the necefiaries d life are much cheaper than at the capital. 
We lay this night near the town of Patanago, a place already noticed. Walking oqt 
in the afternoon, 1 itarted ieveral hares: the country abounds in game, and is beau- 
tifully diverfified w ith hanging woods and riling grounds. 

The fleet parted from Patanago very early. Doctor Buchanan’s boat going a-head 
of the reft, he reached Loonghee half an hour before his companions, and, profiting 
by his celerity, went on fhorc at this romantic fpot, where we had palled Ieveral days 
on our journey upwards. Me walked to fume diftance, in the hope of finding fruit 
on a tree which about four, months before he had left in the carlieft ftage of bloffom ; 
but the fruit had fince that time ripened and decayed, and the tree was now putting 
forth frelh flowers. Between this place and Meeaday there are feveral ridges of low 
hills, clothed with wood and deftitute of cultivation, which my people laid were the 
haunts of numerous tigers and elephants. At funfet we got to Meeaday, and per- 
ceived a number of boats fattened to the bank below the town, and among others we 
diltinguilhed that of the Maywoon of Pogue : 1 immediately lent a mefiage to his 
houle, notifying our arrival, and in return received a civil reply, exprefling a defire 
to fee me. 

On the following morning, about nine o’clock, a nephew of* the Maywoon came 
down to welcome us : after converfing forne time, I walked with him to vifit his rela- 
tion, by whom I was received with every demonftration of friendship : he politely 
afked me .to remain at Meeaday for a day or two, and vifit his garden a&d country 
houfe } but as the feafon was advanced, I felt folicitous to avoid unhe^^a ^ 1 delay, 
and therefore excufed fny felf : in fa£k, our ftay would have put him to an Inconve- 
nience, having bufraefs, he faid, to adjuft on his eftate, which would, employ him for 
i feveral days, but he expected to arrive at Rangoon as. foon as ourfelves. On my 
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exprefling a defire to fee Tome of the mountaineers called Kayn, lie obligingly offered 
to fend one of his attendants to a village a few miles oil’, inhabited by thefe people, 
with directions to bring fome of them for our infpection, drefled in the proper garb 
of their country. I underflcod from him that, lines our departure from Uimnera- 
poora, not lefs than 50,000 perfons had left that city in the train of the feveral Princes 
and men of rank, who, after paying homage at the golden feet, had returned to their 
refpedlive governments. When 1 took leave, he ordered a pair of horfes to be brought 
from his liable, and requeflcd my acceptance of them ; they were very handfome, and 
one was of an uncommon colour, having a number of circular black spots on a 
milk-white Ikin. In return, 1 prefented him with a marquee made of European 
canvas, lined with Englilh broad-cloth, and my ride-barrelled gun, which I more 
highly valued. 

In the evening I walked over grounds which I had often trod before. Evety 
thing in this dillricl feemed to be iluurifhing ; the peafants and farmers acknowledge 
in the Maywoon a mild and beneficent landlord; if they were not fo opulent as lbme, 
they were not fo poor as many others : content, 1 thought, flione in every counte- 
nance, and comfort appeared to be an inmate of every dwelling. In my walks 1 faw 
a good deal of game, and (hot a henzu, or Braminy goofe. The natives, although it 
is the fymbol of their nation, hold the bird in no el tin union : it is lbmewhat larger 
than a barnacle ; the plumage is beautiful, but the flefli indifferent. 

Next morning, on my return from a long ride, 1 found a number of people col- 
lected on the banks oppofite to our boats ; thefe, I learned, were the Kayn, or moun- 
taineers, with their conductors, for whom the Maywoon had fent on the preceding 
day. I defired that the principal man and woman fhould be brought on board. This 
curious couple were drefled in their belt attire, confiding of an ill fhaped fleeved coat, 
made of coarfe black cotton cloth ; that of the man was much lhorter than the 
woman’s ; both were bordered with flripes of white, red, and yellow ; the man had 
a belt over his right Ihouldcr, from which was fulpended a pouch, ornamented with 
firings and fmall fhells ; on their heads they wore fillets nearly in the Birman manner ; 
to the woman’s were faflened taffels, compofed of the calyptra of the Bupreftis 
ignita; fhe had alfo decorated her nock and arms with many firings of beads and 
cowries : but the xnofl remarkable part was her face, which w»as tattovved all over in 
lines moflly deferibing fegments of circles. This ceremony, which in fome other 
•countries is performed on the parts of women not publicly expofed, among* the Kayn 
is confined wholly to the vifages of their females, to which, in the eye of an unac- 
cuftomed beholder, it gives a moil extraordinary appearance ; the afpefl of the woman, 
though fhe was not old, nor in other refpcdks ugly, from the effetl of the operation 
was truly hideous. I afked the origin of the cuftom ; this they did not know, but 
faid it had exifled from time immemorial, and that it was invariably performed on 
every female at a certain age. I immediately employed my painter to make a drawing 
of thefe Angular figures, in the attitude in which they flood before me : a tafk which 
he performed in two hours, with great exattneis, and drew flriking refemblances. 
There was fome difficulty in taking a likenefs of the man, who was alarmed and refl- 
lefs, from a fifppofhion that we were irapofing magical fpells upon him ; but the 
woman flood ftill with her hands croffed, apparently in perfect good humour and con- 
tent : they fpoke the Birman language indifferently, and, in order to engage their 
attention, we alkedthe man feveral queflions; where he expend to go when he died ? 
fJe feplied, that “ he fhould again become a child.” “ Who will make you a child ?” 
f 6 The Mounting.” « Who are the Mounzing ?” “ The father and mother of the 
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world, who grow on the earth as two trees in a field, one ever green, the other dry.” 
What he meant by this metaphor we could not tell, unlefs it was a type of f'uccefiive 
and eternal renovation and decay. He added, that the Mounzing refided on the great 
mountain Gnovva, where the images of the dead are depofited. They had no idea of 
a place of future rewards and puiufhmcnts, and deny the exigence of tin in their 
country ; they do not pray whilft living, bccaufe they cannot, in this life, fee the 
Mounzing, but they think that their images pray to them after mortal deceafe. They 
burn their dead, and afterwards collect their afhes in an urn, which they convey to a 
ho ule, where, if the urn contains the relics of a man, iliev keep it fix da vs, if of a 
woman, five; after which it is carried to the place of interment, and depoiited in a 
grave, and on the lbd that covers it is laid a wooden image <f the deceafed, to pray 
to the Mounzing and proted the bones ami allies. 

Thefe are the rude notions of religion entertained by the hannlefs untaught race 
that inhabit the lofty mountains which divide Arracrm from Ava, and who, as children 
of nature, delighting in their wild and native freedom, are for the molt part infuper- 
ably averfe to hold any commerce with the people of the plains. The Birmans, fince 
the conquelt of Arracan, have compelled many, and allured a few, to fettle in vil- 
lages at the bales of the hills, where they are treated with a humanity that tends to 
conciliate them to their new and more civilized date. A large proportion of Kavn 
are, however. Hill independent. 1 he Birmans have not yet carried l'aerilegious inva- 
sion to their holy mountain, which probably is not worth acquiring. When a Ka\n 
dies within the jurisdiction of the Birmans, the relations of the deceafed always convey 
the urn, and the image of the departed perfon, to Gnowa, there to depot it them in 
hallowed earth. Thefe people have no letters, nor any law, except ciulom ; to this 
the Birmans prudently leave them, never interfering in their municipal and focial 
economy. 

Our curiofity being fatisfiod, we left Meeadav as foon as the painter had finilhed the 
drawings. 'I’he country through which v failed this day had a pleating appearance; 
fpots of cultivation and frequent towns ikirted the river, while fmall hills, clothed with 
trees, role behind them. We pa fled in our way through a Hock of thirty or forty 
elephants, who were fwiinming acrofs the river, carrying their riders on their necks ; 
thefe were all females, and had been employed in hunting their own fpecies; males 
are feldom ufed bv the Birmans for that purpofe. Late in the evening we brought-ro 
at a fmall town called Pillion, where there is a cuftom-houle, having now entered the 
government of the Prince of Promo. 

We got under way early the enfuing morning, and about two o’clock flopped at 
the lower fuburbs of Promo, in the miilfl of a great concourfe of boats. Landing our 
horfes, wc rode in the evening to view the lite of a very ancient city, which ages ago 
was the refidence of a dvnafly of Pegue Kings, before their country had fubmitted to 
the Birman yoke. On our right, we left a large temple, named Shoe Sanda Praw, 
iituated on an eminence, round the foot of which were foveral .kioums, or monaf- 
teries : purfuing a foutherly direction, we came on a level road, leading through well 
cultivated fields, interfperfed with groves of tall palmyra trees. We obferved the 
channels of two rivers at this time almofl dry, but which in the rainy leafon roll down 
an impetuous current from the mountains, and empty their waters into the Irrawaddy ; 
by thefe ftreams teak timber is floated from the forefls during the monfoon, and is 
fold here very cheap. A plank three inches thick, and from fixteen to twenty feci 
long, may be purchafed for a tackal, or half-a-crown. The foil in the neighbour- 
hood of Prome is remarkably well adapted for gardens, and we metfcveral perfons 
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carrying loads of fruit on their heads to market. The evening was far {jgdvanced 
before we reached Yrcttee, on entering which we pafled through an old gateway, that 
appeared to be narrower, but of greater depth than any we had yet feen ; indeed the 
ruinous ftate both of the gateway and the wall rendered it difficult to judge accurately 
of their dimenfions ; within we could diftinguifli nothing but houfes and fields, and 
it was now, too late to explore the antiquities of the place. Two intelligent men, 
whom we overtook riding along the road, informed us, that it had once been a great 
fortified city of a fquare form, each fide mcafuring a fpace 'equal to two miles and a 
half ; that it had flouriflied for feveral centuries before the fall of the Peguc mo- 
narchy, and that the veftiges of the imperial palace, and a large temple, were {till 
remaining. 

During our ride we obferved two caravans of waggons drawn up in a circular form, 
in the fame manner as thole we had remarked at Meeaday on our journey to the 
capital : here, however, the number of carts was much greater ; one of the caravans 
containing not lefs than a hundred, which were difpofed in two circles, one within the 
other, prefenting a very formidable barrier againfl the affaults either of men or of 
wild beads. They were chiefly loaden with gnapee and fait filh, and had come from 
a town called Omow, iituated on the banks of a lake, where fifh is caught in fuch 
abundance, as to conftitute an article of commercial exportation. The road in this 
direction feemed to be well made, and much frequented. The ledegee, or fleerf- 
man, of Dr. Buchanan’s boat, who had travelled by land from Prome to Rangoon, a 
journey of fix days, faid that it was equally good the whole way. Timber and ftone 
flags are the principal articles of export trade at Prome. 

When the day broke we refumed our journey ; the temperature of the air was now 
extremely plealant, and the mornings and evenings cool : at fun-rife, the quickfilver 
in the thermometer flood at 67 degrees. I11 the earlier parr of this day, the villages, 
particularly thofe on the eafl bank, had a very inviting appearance, from the orchards 
of plantain, mango, and other fruit trees with which they were furrounded. After 
pafling Peinghee, the country aiTumcd a rougher afpecl ; the river, at the narrow 
flrait where our boat had been wrecked on the way up, did not now run with fuch 
rapid violence as before. Juft above Tirroupmiou, wc pafled a large Aland, covered 
with reeds and brufhwood, which the boat people faid was much infefted by tigers. 
The handfome town of Kainggain was fituated below it : we continued our courfe till 
after dark, and pafling the lights of the long and populous city of Mayahoun, for- 
merly Loonzay, brought-to at the weft bank, a little to the fouthward of the town ; 
but it was too late to think of landing. 

Next morning (Nov. 13th) wc put off at an early hour. In the middle of the pre- 
ceding night I had been alarmed by a fccne of difeord between the boatmen and my 
people, which had nearly produced lerious confequences. The Birmans have afuper- 
ftitious abhorrence of any perfon’s pafling over them when they are afleep ; it is 
deemed a great indignity, as well as injurious, from the apprehended effects of fuper- 
natural agency. The boatmen ufually flept either on the roof of the boat, or on the 
platform projecting from the fidcs, whiift my people occupied the inner part. It 
happened that in' tile night one of the foldiers went out on the platform, and, regard- 
lefs of the Birmans who were taking their reft, Hepped over them without ceremony, 
molt likely iguorant of their prejudice, and perhaps half afleep himfelf: one of the 
Batmans, however, chanced unluckily to be awake, who, jumping up, inftantly 
attacked the offender with his fifts j a feuffle enfued, attended with no fmall outcry » 
the other Birmans rofe, and armed themfelves with the bamboos that were kept for 
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oar handles ; the foldiers flew to their bayonets, and my fervants were preparing to 
take their part. In this ftate of hoitility I came among them juft time enough to 
prevent mifehief. The Scree of Rangoon and the ledegee at length pacified the 
enraged crew, and I ordered my own people to return to their births. This accident 
produced no future, enmity, and it was the only difagreement that occurred. The 
Birmans, though fometimes irafcible, were in general extremely good tempered, and 
feldom refuft-d to accommodate the colars (ftrangers), even at the expence of their 
own convenience. 

We rowed all this day through a country not fo well cultivated or fo thickly 
inhabited' as that we had pafled on the preceding: a little below Shainwah, a con Ador- 
able branch of the river takes a fouth-wefterly courfe, leading, we were informed, to 
Eaflien ; it is called Kcidowa, and fometimes Anou Kioup, or the Weflern River : 
the Arracan mountains were vifible in the north-weft quarter. We brought-to after 
dark, a little above Henzadah, under a reedy bank, from which we were invaded by 
myriads of troublcfome infers. 

The following day brought us, without any remarkable incident, to Denoobew. 
The high bank and beautiful fituation of Terriato or Mango village, on the weft 
fide, tempted me to go on (bore. It is a charming fpot ; the town is inconfiderable, 
but the houfes are near and commodious. Denoobew, where we arrived after fun-fet, 
is diftinguifhed by a fine temple, and is all'o celebrated for its manufactory of mats, 
which are made here in beautiful variety, and fuperior in quality to what are fabricated 
in any other part of the empire $ long reeds and grafs fkirted the banks during the 
greateft part of this day’s journey. 

From Denoobew to Yangain Chamgah, the river preferves nearly a direct courfe. 
About ten o’clock in the morning of the ; 5th, we got to the entrance of the Panlang 
river, where it feparatos from the great ftream, in the fame manner as the Hoogly 
does from the Ganges ; the principal branch, purfuing a foutherly courfe, divides, 
as it approaches the lea, into a number of channels, which arc filled by the tide, and 
are for the mod part navigable. The river we now entered is called by various 
names, Alhay Kioup, or the Eaftern river, Panlang river, and Rangoon river, the 
width of which did not exceed four hundred yards. The eaftern bank is within the 
jurifdiflion of Peguc ; but the oppofite country is included in the province of Dalla, 
and is governed by a perfon of a much lefs dignified title than Maywoon. Through 
the high reeds which on each fide overhung the water, feveral pathways were made 
leading to Carrian villages. As we pafled I perceived a watercourfe, which my people 
Juid came from a lake called Mallatoo. We had now reached the place, where, in 
going up, we had been fo feverely tcazed by mofquitocs, and again felt* their 
venomous influence ; they even aflailed us in the day-time, and in fuch numbers, 
that we were obliged to fortify our legs with boots, and put on thick gloves, whilft 
by continually flapping with an handkerchief, wc endeavoured to defend our faces. 
But no lboner had darknefs commenced, than thefe troublcfome infe&s redoubled 
their attacks, in fuch multitudes, of fuch a fixe, and fo poifonous, that I am perfuaded 
if an European with a delicate fkin were to be ex poled uncovered to their ravages 
for one night, it would nearly prove fatal ; even the Birman boatmen, whole, flans 
are not eafily penetrated, cannot repofe within their adion ; and my Bengal fervants 
adually cried out in torment. 1 lay in boots with my clothes on? and a " double 
napkin over my face, and even thus could procure no reft. About nine o’clock 
we anchored below the town of Panlang, being unable to Item the title ; and at 
eleven my pecpie hailed a ftrange boat coming with tKe flood, that rowed towards 
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us. Inflantly I heard an European voice, to which I had not of late been acctiftomed, 
and foon recognized that of Captain Thomas of the Sea-Horfe, I had fent an exprefe 
when we were at Meeaday, to apprife him of our approach, and delire him to get 
ready for fea ; he had learned from a fmall veffel that we were at hand, and came 
thus far to meet us. It being impoflible to fleep, we palled the night in converfation j 
the account he gave of his treatment by the municipal government of Rangoon during 
my abfencc, and of the conduct of the Birmans in general towards his crew, was 
perfe£tly farislactory. lie had unrigged his fhip during the tnonloon, and covered 
the decks with an awning of mats, as a protection againlt the weather. Being in 
pofleflion of a tolerably commodious houfe near the quay, he obligingly offered me 
a room in it ; of this I availed myfclf, having no inlention to remain at Rangoon 
longer than was ablblutelv neceflary, and hoj>cwl to limit my flay to a very few days. 
At midnight we got under way, and brought-lo again at fix in the morning : the banks 
on each fide of the river do not indicate much cultivation in its neighbourhood ; but of 
the ftate of the interior country we could not judge, being prevented by the bullies 
and tall reeds from feeing any dirtam objects. At ten o’clock the boatmen refumed 
their labour, and we parted on the left a very miierable village named Tectheet. 
W e were again obliged to anchor on account of the tide, and early 011 the morning of 
the 17th of November landed at Rangoon. 

CIIAP. XVIII. Imperial Order rendered at (be Rh mu. — Reflections on our Com* 
merer and Connect ion r .eith the Mr man Empire. — Receive a Vi (it from the Max - 
*woon . — Account of a Carrian Village . — Rinnan Came of Chefs.- — lujtance of 
a ! Trial by Ordeal. — latter from f he Maviroon to the Co-\rrnor-GcncraL — Take 
leave. — Embark on board the Sea- Her ft. — I'oya^c to lhngal. — Ccncbjlon. 

TIIE Maywoon of IVgue arrived at Rangoon a few hours after we had landed. 
I paid him a vifit on the* following morning, and appriied him of my intention to 
fail for Bengal in a lew days, when he politely laid that he would continue at 
Rangoon until we departed. He informed me, that the orders for carrying into 
efFect the late regulations would be publicly read and regiltcred at the rliootn on the 
following day ; and he invited me to lend a confidential perfon to be prelent at the 
ceremony ; adding, that ih^ records wore always open to public inlpection, and that 
whoever chole might at any time procure a copy, by paying a trilling fee to the 
officer of the court. * 

It may not be improper, in this Itage of my narrative, to oiler a few obfervations 
on the relative connection that fubfi (Is between the Britifh polfellions in India and 
the Birman empire ; to point, out the commercial objects that render the intercourfe 
defirablc, and the political ncccflity there is for our preferring fuel) a degree of national 
influence with that government, as may enable us hereafter to counteract any attempts 
to diminilh our weight, or to erect an alien power that might eventually injure our 
interefts, and even one day rival our authority. The propriety of difeufling a 
fubje£t of fo much moment naturally fuggefls it (elf ; but a moment’s reflection ferves to 
convince us, that it ought not to be pafled over in ftlencc. It is too true, that the 
importance of the objects is hidden only from ourfclves. Thole againlt whom it is 
moft incumbent on us to guard, are wadi appriied of their extent and magnitude; 
but even were it othervvife, the fecurity which is to arife from the fuppreflion of points, 
of general knowledge, is fallacious and without dignity. Prudence requires that 

2 the 



SYMES’s EMBASSY TO AVA. 

the tranfadxons of a cabinet fhould not be divulged ; but that policy mufl be very 
fhort-fighted which attempts to conceal from the world what every perfon may 
difcover; the bounties of providence, the products, refources, and local advantages 
of a great empire. 

Britifh India is more deeply concerned in her commerce and connection with that 
part of the Birman empire called Pegue, than many perfons, in other refpe&s 
intimately verled in the affairs of India, feem to be aware. This intereft points to three 
diftinct objeCts ; firft, to fccurc from that quarter regular fupplies of timber for fliip 
building, without which the Britifh marine of India could exift but on a very 
coniraded fcale ; fecondlv, to introduce into that country as much of our manufactures 
as its confe. option may require, and to endeavour to find a mart in the fouth-weft 
dominions of China, by imans of the great river of Ava; thirdly, to guard with 
vigilance again ft every encroachment, or advance, which may be made by foreign 
nations to divert the trade into ‘oilier channels, and obtain a permanent feltlement 
in a country fo contiguous to the capital of our potlbllions. T his lalt^confidera- 
tion fuperfedes all others in the magnitude of the confvquenccs that might ultimately 
refult from it. 

It is impoflible to im profs my reader by any flronger proof with the vaft importance 
of the Pegue trade, th u briefly to itate, that a durable vellel * of burthen cannot 
be built in the river of Bengal, except b\ the aid of teak plank, which is procurable 
from Pegue alone ; and that if the timber trade with that country fhould by any act 
of power be wrefbd from us, if it fhould be loll by misfortune, or forfeited through 
niifcondikt, the marine of Calcutta, which of late years has proved a fource of 
unexampled prolperity to our principal fettlement I, eflentially benefited the parent 
country, and given honourable affluence le individuals, mult be reduced nearly to 
annihilation, without the poffibilitv of our being able to find any adequate fubflitute 
for the material of which we fhould be deprived. Within the loft fix years, fome of 
the fmofl merchant fhips ever ieen in the river Thames have arrived from Calcutta J, 
where they were built of teak timber; and, after delivering valuable cargoes iu 

Ship:* 1 i’iv e hen conftrucled of faul wood, and of other indigenous timber of Bengal ; but on trial they 
were not ion ml to be fen iceable. 

•j- The following remarkable iultanco of public ipirit will evince the advantages that have already 
been derived by the parent country from the marine of India, and the benefit that may in future be 
expected. 

In the veer i 794., when the horrors of impending famine aggravated the miferies of war, the Secret 
Committee of the Court of Director's, at the recommendation of His Mujeily’rf menders, tranimitted by 
ex p re Id to Lord Veignmouth, then Governor-general of India, intelligence f >1 the calamity that threatened 
Great Britain, tl’liriug whatever aid the Govennneut of India could iupplv. On receipt of the dilpatch, 
the Governor- g moral, with that promptitude and energy which diiiiiiguilhed his adminillration, exerted 
the influence of government with fueh cflet I, that 14,000 tons of (hipping, almoll entirely India built, 
were freighted to carry rice to England ; and were louden and cleared from the port of Calcutta in lets 
than five months from the date of the arrival of the letter. This fupply, with the exception of the 
cafualtios of the fea, arrived moll opportunely for the relief of the poor of London, and reduced the 
price of that excellent article of food to three halfpence a pound. So extraordinary an exertion is 
neither fo widely known, nor fo juilly appreciated, as it merits. It is a circumitance which refle&s 
the higheft credit on all the parties concerned, and deferves to be recorded, in ofdor to declare to 
pollerity the vait refources of Great Britain, which was enabled to draw fcafon able luppliefkaf prqviliow 
for the relief of the metropolis from colonies lilualed at the dillance of nearly two thirdetof the cqiiatorial 
circumference of the globe. 

j ThcCuvera and the Gabriel, built at Calcutta of Pegue timber, are now in the river, and exhibit no 
contemptible fpecimens of the naval architecture of India. The port of Calcutta can furnifh 40,000 tons 
of Slipping. 

London, 
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London, were ufefully employed in the fervice of the ftate : nor would the deftrtfdfon 
of the Pegue trade be confined folely, in its effeds, to Bengal ; the other fettlementa 
would fenfibly {hare in the lofs. Madras is fupplied from Rangoon with timber for 
all the common purpofes of domeftic ufe ; and even Bombay, although the coaft of 
Malabar is its principal ftorehoufc, finds it worth while annually to import a large 
quantity of planks from Pegue. 

But whilft it is advantageous to us to promote the exportation of timber from 
the maritime towns of Pegue, it is as raanifeftly our intereft to difcourage the 
building of {hips in the Rangoon river, where the conftrudion is facilitated by local 
advantages equal to thofe of any port in the world, and fuperior to mod. The 
progrefs made in this art * by the Birmans has of late years been rapid, and increafcs 
in proportion as foreigners can place confidence in the Birman government. When 
merchants find that they can build with fecurity in the Rangoon river, for onc-third 
lefs coft than in the Ganges, and for nearly half of what they can at Bombay, few 
will hefitate in their choice of a place. It is laid, that the {hips of Pegue are not fo 
firmly conftruded as thofe built in our ports, and in general this aifer-tion is true j 
but the defect does not arife from the want of materials, but becaufe the owners 
were fpeculative adventurers, without fufficient funds to defray the charges of labour 
and of iron, in which material Pegue {hips have, by fatal experience, been found 
deficient. The Ihipwrights, however, are as expert as any workmen of the Tail ; 
and their models, which are all from France, are excellent : the detriment, therefore, 
that arifes to us from the conftrudion of {hips at Rangoon, is not lefs evident than 
the benefit that we derive from importing the unmanufactured material. The 
Birmans, fagacioufly knowing their own intereft, fet us an example of policy, by 
remitting all duty on cordage, canvas, and wrought iron, provided thefe articles are, 
bona Jlde, brought for the equipment of a new veflel ; the port charges alfo are not 
exacted from a new fliip, on leaving the river to proceed on her fir ft voyage. A 
condud on their part fo wife, fuggelts to us the expediency of adopting l'ome meafures 
for our own intereft ; an alien duty, or a modified difqualification, would, probably, 
like the ads of parliament in aid of Britifh navigation, prove the moft cffedual remedy. 
Trade cannot be profecuted in the Indian feas to any extent, except with Britifh ports : 
many objections, it is true, may be made to fuch a propofition ; but the good refulting 
to us would be immediate and certain, whilft the ill confcquences, if any there be, are 
equivocal and remote. 

But if we arc called upon by our inlereft in a commercial point of view, to check 
the growth of fliip-building at Rangoon, how much more important is the fubjed when 
i'een in a political light ? It is a fad which appears to merit fome confideration, and is 
perhaps not generally adverted to, that in a very few years, and at a final I comparative 
expence, a formidable navy may rife on the banks of the Irrawaddy from the forefts of 
Pegue. It is probably not known, that artificers f arc educating by our enemies for 
that exprefs purpofe, whilft we encourage their progrefs in the: fcience, by enabling 
them to derive benefit and acquire experience at the fame time. National fecurity, 
therefore, as vyell as mercantile advantage, ftrongly urge a vigilant attention to a 
quarter whence the means of injury to ourfelves may fo abundantly be drawn. 

t 

* The Suburb, a very fine (hip, which was on the (locks when 1 was at Rangoon, has lately delivered 
* valuable cargo in the river Thames ; the Laureilone alfo, a veflel of confiderabie force, which, I believe* 
W38 taken into the French line during the lait war, was conflru&ed at the fame port, 

+ The French have long maintained an agent at Rangoon, and are thoroughly acquainted with the 
advantages which the country of Pegue offers. 

The 
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The imports into Rangoon from the Britifh fettlements in the year 1 794-5 amounted* 
I was informed, to more than 12 lacks of rupees, about £135,000 fterling ; thefe 
confuted chiefly of coarfe piece goods, glafs, hardware, and broad-cloth ; the demand 
for the laft article in the year 1795 was confiderable ; returns were made almoft wholly 
in timber. A few unimportant commodities are annually carried from Pegue to the 
coaft of Pedier and the Prince of Wales’s Ifland, for the China market. The timber 
trade, though attended with a certain advantage to the carrier, yet, not producing fuch 
large profits as a more hazardous venture to the caflern ftraits, to China and the Malay 
coalt, is feldorn profecuted by merchants of the highclt commercial credit, who aim at 
making a fortune by the fuccefs of a fingle voyage, for which the fhip is uiually freighted 
with that valuable and alluring drug opium, io eagerly fought after by the Chinefe, 
yet fo ftrictly prohibited by their government. Owning to this enterprizing Ipirit 
among merchants in India, a Ihip is feldorn lent to carry wood, except when the 
owners have not funds to provide a more valuable cargo ; and this inability frequently 
extends even to the means of defraying the expence of a lading of timber : hence the 
inaltcr of a vefie! often finds himfelf embarraifed when on the eve of departure, and 
the velTel is fometimes detained by legal demands which he cannot difeharge. Difficulty 
produces contention, and provokes bitter and generally groundlefs invectives againft 
the laws of the country, which, though oppreflive to the fubject, are certainly lenient 
to foreigners. 

Timber fin* maritime purpofes is the only article the Birman empire produces, of 
which we Hand in imlifpci ‘fable need, anil to promote or encourage the culture and ex- 
portation of thofe commodities which form the valuable flaples of Britifh India, almoft all 
of which the kingdom of Avais capable of yielding, would operate to themanifeft injury 
of our own provinces We require and fhould feek for nothing more than a mart for 
our manufactured goods, and, in return, to bring back their unwrought materials ; 
interference in any other fliape appears to be impolitic, and likely, in the end, to prove 
prejudicial to ourfelves. 

The maritime ports of this great empire are commodious for fhipping, and better 
filuated for Indian commerce than thofe of any other power. Great Britain pofieffes 
the n eftern fide of what is called the Bay of Bengal ; the government of Ava, the 
caflern ; which is far fuperior to the former in the facilities it ailords to navigation. 
From the mouth of the Ganges to Cape Comorin, the whole range of our continental 
territory, there is not a fingle harbour capable of allording fit el ter to a veil'd of five 
hundred tons burthen ; it is an unbroken line of expofed fliore, where fliips mud ride 
in open roads : but Ava comprehends within her extent of coaft, three excellent ports * 
Negruis, the mofl fecure harbour in the bay, Rangoon and Mergui, each of which is 
equally convenient, and much more accefliblc than the river of Bengal, which is the 
only port in our pofleflion uithin the bay. 

The entrance into the river of Bengal prefents as intricate and dangerous a channel 
as any that is known ; and during three months of the year a fhip, in leaving the 
Ganges, incurs confiderable hazard from being obliged to beat againft a foul wind, in 
Ihoal water, among furroundiug fands ; but from the harbour of Negrais a (hip 
launches at once into the open bay, and may work to the fouthward, without any other 
impediment than what the monfoon oppolcs. Rangoon, at that particular feafon, is 
more perilous than Negrais, efpecially to veflels bound from the Struts of Malacca, 
Pulo Penang, and other eaftern ports ; thefe, if not well acquainted with the violent 
current fettmg at that period to .the eaflward, are liable to be deceived in their 
.reckoning, and, imagining themfelves to be farther weft than they really are, fometimes, 

ftaad. 
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ftand too much to the northward, till they get entangled among the fhoakof what is 
called the Bay of Martaban, whence a retreat is very difficult, and where the tide flows 
with fuch impetuofny, and rifes fo high, that anchors are ufelefs, and retard, but for a 
very fhort period, the impending fate. Ships failing from the weftward, by making 
Cape Negrais, and keeping within fight of the coaft, until they come near the bar of 
Rangooh, avoid 1 hole dangers ; at every other feafon Rangoon may be. approached 
and left with perfect fecurity ; the bar is narr.ow, and contains depth of water at three- 
quarters flood iufficient for veffcls of any burthen. The channel of the river is unim- 
peded, carrying from fix to eight fathoms as high as the town of Rangoon. 

Bleffed with fo extraordinary a coincidence of advantages, arifing from . fituation, 
extent, produce and climate, the kingdom of Ava, or, more properly, the Birman em- 
pire, is, among caflvrn nations, fecund in importance to China alone, whilft, from 
its contiguity to Britifh India, it becomes to 11s o I much greater confequence. We can 
have no reafon in the prefent profpemus Rate of our affairs, to dread the hoflilities 
of all the native powers of India combined. Our hereditary foe is deftroyed ; and 
there remains no other who bears towards us any fixed or rooted enmity : the Birmans 
certainly do not ; but however favourable their natural difpolition may be, that cliarac- 
tcriftic pride and unbounded arrogance which govern their conduct towards other 
Rates, may lead them to oiler indignity which we cannot avoid refenting, and to com- 
mit acts of aggreffion, as in the affair at Chittagong, which we f hall be obliged to repel. 
Such ncceffiry is fincerely to be deprecated : fteadinefs and temper in our negociations, 
and a reafbnable allowance for their millaken principles, will go far to avert the ill 
confluences that might arife from their haughty and weak alfumption. We cannot 
expert from a proud and victorious peojfle, impreffed with ail extravagant opinion of 
their own power, that reverence which the Rates of India have been taught to feel 
for our eftablifhed character. The principal nations to the caR of Bengal are to be 
confidered by themfelves as a kind of body politic, wholly dillinct from all others ; 
and in fact China, Ava, and (lie countries foiith of them, compofc a body in extent and 
number of inhabitants more than equal to all Europe. Thelb nations are connected 
by a ftriking fimilarity of manners and political maxims ; to which, as they cannot be 
fuddenly changed, we ought to aflimilate in our intercourfe with their governments, 
as far as the dignity of our ow n will permit. I’o preferve a correspondence and a good 
understanding with the court of Ava is eflentially expedient, for our own profperity ; 
but, for the reafons already Rated, that connection fhould not be too intimate. A limited 
trade and a preponderating influence, Iufficient to counteract the machinations of our 
enemies, are the ulmoR lengths that we fhould go ; by our not interfering farther, the 
Birmans will be convinced of the moderation and jullice of our principles, and learn 
from them to repe l the infidious advances of any other power, made with a latent view 
to undermine their dominion, and ultimately to wrefl their country from them. It is 
our interefl to maintain their independence, and to guard it from foreign encroach- 
ment ; whilR a knowledge of this truth cannot fail, in the end, to unite the Birman 
government to ours, ki bonds of reciprocal amity and confidence. 

During the few days .hat we continued at Rangoon, I had the pieafurc to interchange 
many reciprocal /narks of civility with the May wood, who paid me a vifit on board the 
Sea-ITorfe ; after which w e rowed in his war-boat to a very fine fhip belonging to him, 
which had recently been built, and, he allured me, was entirely the workmanfhip of 
native artificers. " 

Whilft we remained here, Dr. Buchanan, accompanied by one of the officers of the 
SejtrHorfe, made an cxcurfion on horfeback a few miles off, to view a village inhabited 

by 
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by Cferianers, the Ample rural race of people of whom mention has already been made. 
Faffing by the great temple of Shoedagoung, they proceeded along an indifferent road, 
about three miles, till they arrived at one of the villages vfchich they fought : it con- 
tained not more than ten or a dozen houfes raifed on pofts, and difpofed in fuch a 
manner as to inclofe a fquare yard, in which were a number of buffaloes. The head 
man was gone to a diftant village ; but one of the inhabitants invited the ftrangers to 
enter his dwelling, and hofpitably offered what his fioufe afforded. The vifitants 
afeended a harrow ladder about twelve feet high into a fort of barn, divided into two 
by a mat partition j the floor was of rough boards, the fides of mats, and a roof, com- 
pofed of bamboos, was covered with thatch ; at night they draw up the ladder, and, 
doling the door, fleep fecure from the affaults of wild hearts, or the depredations of 
thieves. Seven or eight men, as many women, and feveral children, conftituted a nume- 
rous family ; they feemed a healthy and vigorous race of people, and were of a fairer 
complexion than the generality of louthcrn Birmans ; forne of the women wore rich 
firings of coral round their necks, and were even adorned with ornaments of gold and 
filver ; they fpeak a dialed peculiar to thcmfelves, but their language is radically the 
fame as the Birman. There are both Pegue and Birman Carianers, who differ in the 
fame degree as the nations to which they are attached ; they complain of being oppreffed 
by the Birmans j but their appearance did not indicate fevere oppreflion, and they have a 
certain fale for whatever their induftry can raife. Dr. Buchanan faw feveral Bir- 
mans oa the road carrying balkets ; fome going for the produce of their gardens, 
others returning with burthens of fruit and vegetables. The life thefe people lead is 
truly paftoral ; they have no other bufinefs or object except that of cultivating the 
•foil and tending their flocks ; their religion is the worlhip of Gaudma ; but in thefe 
rites they do not join with the fame fervour that animates the Birmans ; they rather 
feem to acquiefce in the dodlrines of their conquerors, which they do not even profefs 
to underftand. 

Dr. Buchanan interrogated one of the men, who admitted their want of knowledge, 
and afiigned as the reafon, that God once wrote his laws and commands on the fkin 
of a buffalo, and called upon all nations of the earth to come and take a copy ; a 
fummons which all obeyed, except the Carianers, who had not lcifure, being occupied 
in the. bufinefs of hufbandry ; and that, in confequence of this negledl, they remained 
ever fince in a ftate of ignorance, without any other cares than thofe which related to 
their paftoral employment. On going away, Dr. Buchanan offered them a few piece# 
of filver, which fo excited their furprile, being quite unaccuftomcd to fuch ads of 
liberality, that they hefitated to receive the money, and feemed at a lofs to what 
motive to aferibe his bounty. After looking at one another, and talking for a minute 
or two with much earaeftnefs, the women, on a fudden, as if his defign had juft 
been difeovered, all ran away laughing, whilft the men fullenly declined the gift ; 
in fad, they concluded that the Dodtor wanted to purchafe the favours of one of 
their females, having no notion of a difmterefted donation. The ladies, however, 
did not wait to afeertain for whom the golden apple was defigneef, and it was in vain 
he tried to convince the men that their fufpicions were ill founded. Thefe poor 
people entertain a delicacy in regard to women, which their more enlightened 
conquerors do not feel. To prove the purity of his intentions, however, the %kdor 
left the money on the floor when he departed. The gentlemen returned by thelame 
road, and in their way examined a mineral fpring in the neighbourhood of the great 
Pagoda. 

voL. tx. 4 ft 
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I had an opportunity at Rangoon of tMCrvfag th*t ths Biriftatts of difti^on 
played at chefs, stcircumftance which, from our fecluded fituatksn at the capital, had 
efcaped my notice. This -game is held in high eftimatiort among the fuperior ranks : 
the board they ufe is exaftly fimilar to ours, containing 64 fquares, and their number 
of troops the fame, 16 on each fide ; but the names, the power and difpofal of them, 
differ effentially : the King and his minifter (a Queen is never introduced by the Ori- 
entals) are mounted on elephants ; thefe are defended by two caftles or yettay, two 
knights on horfeback, Mene, two officers on foot, one called Meetn, the other 
Chekcy, and eight Maundelay or foot foldiers : the forces of each party are arranged 
on three lines, by which eight fquares remain unoccupied ; none of the pieces pofVefs 
Tequal force with our Queen j and this reftri£ted operation renders the Birman mode 
of playing more complex and difficult than ours. The Birmans affirm, that it is a 
game of high antiquity, and that it is acknowledged and authorized by their facred 
writings, although every play of chance is prohibited. This teftimony confirms * the 
opinion of the late Sir William Jones, that chefs was invented in India, and is not, as 
generally imagined, of Perfian origin : the Birmans call it Chedreen, a word that bears 
fome refemblance to the name which is given to the game in moll other parts of the 
world. 4 

During 'the time that the Englifli deputation was at Ummerapoora, Captain Thomas ' 
witneffed at Rangoon a remarkable inftance of a trial by the ordeal of water, the cir- 
cumftances of which he thus related to me: Two women of the middling tdafs liti- 
gated a fmall property before the court of juftice ; and as the judges found great diffi- 
culty in deciding the queflion of right, it was at length agreed, by mutual cortfent, to 
put the matter to the ifl'ue of an ordeal. The parties, attended by the officers of the 
court, feveral Rhahaans, or prielts, and a vaft concourfe of people, repaired to a tank 
or pond in the vicinity of the town. After praying to the Rhahaans for fome time, 
and performing certain purificatory ceremonials, the litigants entered the pond, and 
waded in it till the water reached their breads ; they were accompanied by two or 
three men, one of whom placing the women clofe to each other, and putting a board 
on their heads, at a fignal given, prefled ’upon the board till he immerfed them both 
at the fame inllant. They remained out of fight about a minute and a half, when one 
of them, nearly fuffocated, raifed her head, wliilft the other continued to fit upon her 
bams at the bottom, but was immediately lifted up by the men ; after which an officer 
of the court folemnly pronounced judgment in her favour ; and of the juftice of this 
decifion none of the bye-ftanders appeared to entertain the fmalleft doubt, from the 
infallibility of the proof which had been given. 

The trial by ordeal, in all countries where the Hindoo Religion prevails, is as 
ancient as their records. The late Ali Ibrahim Khan, native chief magiftrate of 
Benares, has communicated, in, a very curious paper*, the modes by which this 
appeal to the Deity is made, as they are deferibed in the Metafchera, or comment on 
the Dherma Saftra. in the chapter on oaths : the Birmans, being governed by the 
fame authority, oblerve nearly fimilar forms ; but as knowledge ihcreafes, apd man- 
kind become more enlightened, thefe abfurd practices lofe ground, and hgp»%f late 
years been difcuuntenanced by the judicial courts both of India and of' A.va. ' 

* 3 ee a paper on the Indian game of Chefs by the Prefident of tlic Afiatic Sockty," in the ad von 01 
Afiatic Refearches. * . , 

+ This paper was prefented to the Afiatic Society by Warren Hafliugs Efq. Soe “ On the Trial by 
Ordeal among the Hindoos.” Afiat. Rcfearch. vol. i. 
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f^eviojM to our departure, the Maywoon of Pegue delivered to my care a letter 
addrefTed to tfee <*ovemor-general of India, couched in very friendly terms* but dic- 
tated in the ufual ftyle of turgid extravagance} he enumerated in it the conceffions 
granted in favour of Englifh commerce, and expreffed a determination to execute his 
part with punctuality and attention. His Birman Majefty has long entertained a defire 
to procure an Englifh carriage, with the diftinctions of Birman royalty attached to it : 
in this letter the May woon made a requefl that fuch a one might be' fent } and in order 
to direct the artift, 1 was fumifhed with a very intelligible and well executed drawing *, 
performed at Ummerapoora by the king’s painter. It difplayed the carriage and body 
of an Englifh crane-necked chariot, gilded all over : from the top of the body there 
rofe a regal fpire, or piafath, in feparate flages, bearing a miniature refemblance to 
thofc which ornamented the palace and royal barge ; four lions in a crouching atti- 
tude guarded the carriage, two on the fore part, and two behind ; and a bird, 
defigned, I imagine, to reprefent the Henza, or tutelary goofe, was placed in front 
with expanded wings. The Maywoon’s letter, however, contained a requifition of 
yet greater importance ; which was, to obtain materials for the eftablifhment of a mint-, 
a defign which, if carried* into efleft f, mull confiderably promote the profperity of 
the country, as the neceffity of weighing lumps of lead and filver, and afeertaining 
Ihe purity, operate as a lenfible impediment to commerce. 

On the 26th of November, the day preceding that of our embarkation, I waited on 
the Maywoon, accompanied by the gentlemen of the deputation and Captain Thomas, 
to take our final leave. I had occafion to feel myfelf individually obliged to him for 
his perfonal attentions, whilfi his mild ad minifl ration and pleafing manners had ac- 
quired my efleem : he is univcrfally acknowledged to be a good man, and feema 
highly to deferve that reputation. I had opportunities of witnefling feveral inflancea 
of his benevolence and humanity, and, although his authority within his own jurif- 
diftion is abfolute, I never heard him accufed of an abule of his power, or of a Angle 

of opprellion or injufticc. Such a character, in a country where the moil rigorous 
and often barbarous deipotifm prevails, is entitled to particular encomium. We 
parted with mutual, and, I am inclined to believe, not infincere profeflions of perma- 
nent good will. 

On the morning of the 27th we breakfafted on board the Sea-horfe } moll of the 
attendants, with our heavy baggage, had embarked on the preceding day, and at ten 
o’clock we weighed anchor, it had previoufly been agreed, that the company’s fhjp 
ihouid falute the Birman flag with eleven guns, which were to be anfwercd by an 
equal number from the battery on (horc : Captain Thomas performed his part of the 
agreement ; but the battery, which was very flow in acknowledging the compliment, 
returned only feven. This apparent mark of difrefped:, which could not be attributed 
to ignorance, I conceived rather to originate in the perfon who had charge of the 
batteiy, and who might think to recommend hinifclf by it, than from any higher 
authority ; it was, however, fuch an oftenfible and public flight to the company’s 
colours, that I judged it expedient to write a note to the Maywoon to acquaint him of 
the fact. 

* The European part -of this drawing was made from an old carriage, whish had been introduced into 
the Ava country feveral years before. The Governor-general complied with both the jrquefls ediftained 
in the Maywoon ’e letter, and in the following year fent a very fuperb chariot to his Birman Majefty, con- 
ftru&ed according to the reprefentation : the top of the fpire, notwithstanding the body htmg; very 16 w, 
was 1 8 feet from the ground ; it was extremely rich and well executed. 

f It is furprifing that the Chincfe have no national coin ; at the port of Canton, dollars in fome moafurc 
fiipply the deficiency ; but in the interior of the kingdom the inconvenience muft be generally felt. 
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, We dropped down with the ebb as far as the Chokey, or watch ftarion, from 
whence the cuftom-houfe officer vifited the Sea-horfe on her firft arrival. In pafitng 
the mouth of the Pegue river, we obferved that at the entrance it was nearly as wide 
as the great river j but that breadth foon diminifhes to a very contracted fpace : feveral 
large cheeks branched off both to the right and the left, which the pilot laid were 
navigable to a confiderable diftance by boats of heavy burthen. In the evening we 
again weighed, and croffed the bar at midnight ; early next morning we faw the land- 
mark called the Elephant, and, favoured by the ebb, palled the China Bakir river. 
.'The wind not being ftrong enough when the tide turned to enable us to Item the 
flood, we again came to anchor, being in company with a fhip named the Hope, 
bound alfo to Calcutta. On the following morning we flood to the fouthward on the 
firft; of the ebb, which bore us along with it againft an unfavourable breeze. On the 
30th we made Diamond Ifland and Cape Negrais, and next day, at an early hour, 
paffed a fhip (landing towards Rangoon, which appeared to have fuffered feverely from 
a recent ftorm, having loft her main-top and fore-top gallant mails ; the wind was at 
this time north-north-weft, and a heavy fwell from the fame quarter indicated that 
there had lately been a hard gale, a very unufual circumftShce at that feafon of the . 
year. 

Keeping within a few leagues of the coafl, we continued to beat againft an unfa- 
vourable wind until the 9th of December, when we made Cheduba, a fertile ifland 
belonging to the Birman government : the channel between this ifland and the main 
is annually navigated by large trading boats, but it does not afford a fafe paffage for 
(hipping. The length of the ifland we judged to be about forty-five miles j it yields 
abundance of rice, and is governed by a Chekey, or lieutenant, who is fubjetl to the 
Maywoon of Arracan. Having now the benefit of regular land and fea breezes, we 
were enabled to make fome progrefs to the northward. On the morning of the nth 
we faw what are called the Broken Illands, on the coaft of Arracan, which are for 
the moft part a barren affemblage of rocky eminences, affording (belter only to pirates 
and thieves. On the 12th and 13th we experienced much inconvenience, the wind, 
which was direftly againft us, blowing with fuch violence, that the (hip laboured 
greatly, and our fore-top-fail was torn from the yard. On the 14th the weather mo- 
derated, and the wind veering a little to the eaftward, we had the good fortune on 
the 1 6th to difeover a pilot fchooner at anchor, between the eaftern and weftern reels 
near the mouth of the Ganges : neap tides prevailing, our paffage up the river was 
tedious, and the wind coming invariably from the northern quarter, rendered it 
hazardous to proceed by night. On the 2 2d we reached Budge-budge, where I found 
a pulwar waiting *, which my friend Captain Sandys, as foon as he heard of the 
arrival of the Sea-horfe, had difpatched to meet me ; at this place I quitted the (hip, 
and in two hours reached Calcutta, after an eventful abfence of ten months. 


* A commodious kind of boat ufed ia the river Ganges. 
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CHAPTER I .—Of the Origin of the Siamefe. 

T HE origin of the name of Siam is unknown tb its own inhabitants, and thofe who 
rely on the aid of etymology to difperfe the obfcurity which veils the cradle of 
nations, derive it from the Pegouan language, in which the word Siam fignifiesy'm’ ; 
therefore thefe people boaft of having the famf name with the French (Francks) ; and 
although always fubjeft to defpots who tyrannife over them, or neighbours who 
opprefs them, they deck themfelves with a name which can only ferve to reproach 
them with their flavery and degradation. 

It is fufpe&cd that it was given them by the Portuguefe, who, before they entered 
this kingdom, already poffeffed fettlements in Pegou. Geographers are not agreed 
as to its fituation : it is known that it lies in the peninfula of India, poffelling 120 
leagues in length, and rather more than 100 in its greateft breadth. ‘ La Loubere, to 
the north, alfigns it the country of Laos ; to the eaft, the kingdoms of Cambaya and 
Keo; to the louth, the great Gulph of Siam; and on the weft, the peninfula of 
Malaca. It is in the form of a half-moon, 450 leagues in circuit. The maritime 
coafts are well known, but fcarcely any thing of its interior. The whole of this 
country is bordered by high mountains, which feparate it from the kingdoms of Laos, 
Pegou, and Ava. Thele chains of mountains leave between them a vaft plain of near 
too leagues in extent, which forms the chief part of the kingdom. 

The coafts of the Gulph of Siam are computed at 200 leagues, and thofe on the 
Bay of Bengal at 180. A country furrounded by fuch an extent of leas is well 
adapted for commerce and navigation. Bountiful nature has beftpwed on it many 
ports, while fhe has been fparing to the oppofite coaft of Coromandel. 

The origin of this people is concealed beneath a veil of myftery, which they are 
fcrupulous of removing. Their claims to antiquity are a collection of tables, fup- 
ported by popular traditions, which with them fupply the place of hiftorie monuments* 
They have neither books nor public archives where the chronicles of the nation might 
bedepofited. It is true, that in 1685 they reckoned an sera of 2229 years, which 
began at Sommona-Kodon, the founder of their religious worlhip ; but their igimrance 
of all the arts fhould render their chronology doubtful ; it cannot be» determined if 
they are the defendants of the original inhabitants of this country*. Thofe who 


* Paris, 1771, 2 vole. 12 mo. 
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believe this nation to be a mixture of different; people, adduce thetwo languages which 
arein,i*fe; but their argument has no weight,* if it is. coafidered that, in all the 
countries of India, the language of their learned men is different from that of die 
common people. 

Every thing evinces the infancy of this nation. The lands are fo low, that they are 
inundated every year ; it is then to be prefumed, that the firft who chofe to inhabit 
it came from the neighbouring countries, in proportion as the fea, leaving the foil, 
rendered it capable of cultivation. It was neceflary to find out the fecret of oppofing 
? jdykes to the inundations, fo as not to dread its. ravages. Troublefome infe&s, with 
which the country is covered, and the burning heat of the climate, muft for a long 
time have been motives to give the preference to countries more favoured by nature. 
It is more likely that the inhabitants of the flat country are defeended from the inha- 
bitants of the mountains, who to this day are didinguifhed by the name of Great 
Siamefd! 

The blood is there fo mixed, that it is eafy to perceive that this nation is formed of 
feveral others. Commerce, which procures fucli great advantages to different people 
of the Eaft, doubtlefs led many foreign merchants to form fettlements there. The 
frequent revolutions which have overturned the empires of Japan, China, Ton quin, 
and Cochin China, have at different times exiled a number of people, who took refuge 
in Siam to avoid their oppreffors. 

The Laos and Pcgouans have eftablilhed a confiderable colony there, fince their 
country, being laid wade by the Bramas, obliged them to feek an afylum in a foreign 
land : they were received as diffreffed people by a compafiionate nation, who afligned 
them a territory, and fubje&ed them to pay a flight tribute. Several people, flying 
from their country, defolated by the incurfions of a foreigner, joined them, and they 
foon, by their number and courage, arofe to be a formidable body. The govern- 
ment, alarmed at their incrcafe, thought it politic to difperfe and weaken them and 
fince that difperfion, they have continued mixed with the ancient inhabitants, from 
whom they are only didinguifhed by their language. Their women are known by 
the regularity of their figure, the whitenefs of their complexion, and the elegance of 
their gay and dudied codume ; but if they exceed the Siamefe by the graces of the 
body and vivacity of their mind, they are much inferior to them in purity of 
manners. 

The Malays joined thcmfelves with feveral neighbouring people to form fettlements 
there. They are a turbulent and ferocious people, who, led away by the violence of 
their temper, foment rebellions, that they may acquire the right to pillage with impu- 
nity. The experience afforded by their redlef’s and perverfe character, has caufed all 
thefls and afi'aflipations committed in the country to be attributed to them. Their 
courage makes them face dangers and death without flhrinking ; and they would rather 
die with their arms in their hands than be indebted for their life to an enemy who 
knows how to pardon. For feme time they enjoyed the higheft confederation : feveral 
were railed to the fir'd dignities of the empire by the favour of the prime minifter, 
who was of their nation, and, like them, a Mahometan ; but the difgrace of their 
patron threw them back to their former abjection, and from that time they have been 
reduced to exift by their plundering, which fupplies all their wants. ■ i 

Aitnoft all the nations of India have fettlements there. The ancient kings had a 
gvtard of Japonde ; buyhis militia rendered itlelf formidable by placing an uftirper on 
the throne. This Prince'was fenfible, that men who were powerful enough to elevate 
him, had the fame means ©f deftroying their work. Iiis timid and fufpidous policy 
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made? Mm ungfifcfel, and ■!» ordered them to fee extwihlnated. Thns dliS thefe 
mfulars become thh vidtims of a jealous monarch, whohad made them the inftruments 
of hia greatnefs. : 

The Chinefe colony is the moft numerous and flourilhing by the extent of its 
commerce, and by the privileges which it enjoys. Its compliance with received cuftoms, 
a certain conformity of character and manners, feem to enfure it a continuance of its 
privileges and profperity. 

If the frequent revolutions which change the deftiny of this empire, drd not fnatch 
from their poffeffors the fruits of their labour and induftry, ftrangers would arrive 
from all parts of the world to fettle in a'country fo highly favoured by nature; 

Several people of Europe have colonies there, and the Portuguefe fet the 
firft example; and as they are the moft ancient of all foreigners in that 
country, fo are they the moft indigent. Several villages inhabited by a number of 
their families, prefent a fpedacle of the moft deplorable poverty. Their natural 
lazinefs, increased by the climate, prevents them from profiting by' the advantages of 
a country, where they have brought their vices, without afluming their virtues. 

England laid the foundation of an eftablilhment there, but the haughtinefs 
of this people, jealous of their independence, could not bend to the yoke of a 
defpot, who put no bounds to his authority. Their refractory 1'pirit brought them 
into difgrace, and they were obliged to quit a country, where they would have wifhed 
to have reared an altar to liberty. Some few, more pliant and conformable, have 
remained, but without forming a national body. 

The French, whole commencement is always brilliant, experienced a Ihort-lived 
profperity ; but, incapable of conducting themfelves, they fell under the vanity of 
wifhing to govern others, and inflated cenfurers of foreign cuftoms, they were 
ridiculous enough to propofe themfelves as fo. many models. This national vice 
humbled the pride of the Siameie, attached, even to obftinacy, to all their cuftoms,. 
and the fuccefs of the French was as inconllant as their character. 

The Dutch, flexible, and ever ready to receive impreffions from, thofe who 
have it in their power to enrich them, are the only Europeans who have eredted 
eftabliftiments on lolid foundations. Every thing fuits them, when it is ferviceable 
to them. Simplicity of manners obtained them the confidence of a nation who 
think they have a right to miftruft all thofe who live plunged in luxury. Not that, 
other foreigners are not frequent there, particularly French adventurers, who go to 
exalt their talents and courage in this kingdom. They arc received as long as 
they are ufcful ; but as foon as they demand the reward of their fervices, they 
experience negledt, and they are got rid of as troublefome burthens which encumber 
the earth. 


CHAP. II. — Of the City of Siam . 

ALTHOUGH there are reckoned as many as forty different nations in. the capital 1 , 
each of which occupies a feparate quarter, it does not appear that the country is very 
populous, ftnee in the laft numbering there were only reckoned i, 9 oo,boo fouls in the 
whole kingdom, where every year an exadt regifter is kept of men, wome», and 
children. 

The Siamefe call the royal city Sigathia, cr fimply Crumg, that is to iay, the court.. 
The Portuguefe, who .corrupt all foreign words, by the difficulty they have to pro. 
®auace them, have called it Jutbm and Odia. This city is not only an ifland, hut it is alfo* 
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fituated among feveral others, which renders its fituatton very fingutar. Although it 
occupies a vail extent, it contains but few inhabitants. The fouth part, which feces 
the fouth, only contains idolatrous temples, where no affluence is feen, but on folemn 
days, Iliree great rivers, which have their fource in the higher lands, furround 
it on all parts-, and crofs it by* three large canals, which divide^ it into different quarters, 
fo that it can only be entered by boats. Thofe places which cannot be approached 
but by this means remain uninhabited, becaufe the Siamefe are accuilomed to fix 
their refidence only near water, which, in climates burnt by the fun, affords them 
die relief of the bath, with them an abfolute neceffary. It alfo furnifhes them with 
the facility of tranfports and convoys, neceflafy to maintain plenty, which would foon 
fail in a nation too lazy to cultivate it within itfelf. Thus as you get at a diftance 
from the rivers, the country is found lefs inhabited, and few travellers have been 
tempted to penetrate into deferts, whofe ftillnefs is only interrupted by the howling 
of wild beafts. 

All the outflcirts of the city are embellilhed by houfes and gardens. Small fortifica- 
tions are obferved at certain diftances, the moft regular of which was built on 
the plan of a Portuguefe Dominican. They have alfo ere tied ballions, which 
might fecure the city from all infult, if it had fewer citizens and more foldiers io 
defend it. 

The three great rivers which defcend from the lands, after traverfing the city by 
different canals, form feveral large iflands, where fields are obferved planted with 
rice. Thcfe canals unite in a broad and deep river which flows to Baniok, and 
which they call Menan, that is to fay, the mother of waters, becaufe it waters the 
whole country. It is on the bank of this river that the chief cities are fituated. The 
Siamefe never inhabit but near the water, but they form no fettlements on the 
maritime coafts, and thofe nearell • to them, are always difiant at iealt a day’s 
journey- 

Though it fcldom rains in the royal city, there are certain feafons of the year 
when the waters, which come from the mountains, fo fwell the great rivers, that the 
water not being able to run off, by the too narrow canals, fpreads itfelf over the country, 
which it covers during fix months of the year. 

The inundation begins at the end of July, and the water increafing two inches 
every day, fometiines reaches 13 or 14 feet in height. If it fhould happen, 
that it fhould increafe a foot in one day, provifions are fold at an exorbitant price, 
and what the day before would fetch two or three crowns, would the next day 
fell for fifty. This conftant and regular inundation, fpreads fertility in the lands, and 
it may be laid that the Menan is to this kingdom what the Nile is to Egypt. The 
inhabitants favoured with this bounty of nature, have no occafion to moiften the 
earth, with the fweat of their brow, to obtain an abundant return of rice. It is 
fufficient lightly to open the furface of the foil, and throw the feed into it, which 
the inundation caufe§ to fhoot, and the heat of the climate foon brings to maturity. 
But the fource of this plenty is alfo the origin of all their vices. And as the produce 
of their fields is not the fruit of their labour, they ftagnate in a worthlefs flothfulnefs, 
and only feem to exift to eat and multiply their kind. Their whole labour confifts 
in driving the birds from their fown fields, the troublefoine and numerous fwarms of 
which feem to Harken the air : they make fcarecrows, and ftrike on brafs plates, to drive 
away thefe dellru&ive enemies. 

It is an agreeable fight to fee an extent of ten leagues prefenting at the fame time 
die pi&ure of a fea, and a champaign crowned with grain. No dry land is obferved 
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except at certain diftances, on which are built large idolatrous temples. The ears 
which rife above the furface of the waters, yield with eafe under the boat3, jutd rile 
again without being injured : the water rifes to the fir’d dory, therefore all the houfes 
are built on piles, and Siam at the time of the inundation, feents to have been built on the 
model of Venice. The fifh fpread themfelves over the fields, where they fatten and 
multiply. Near the Portuguefe quarter is a temple of idols, where a large filh is 
found which has no teeth, and which regularly aflembles in great quantity in this 
fpot: they go to fee them with a fuperflitious curiofity, and no one dares , to take 
them. If any one was rafii enough to wound them, he would be expofed to the 
danger of being knocked down by the priefls. 

The private houfes are convenient, and eafily built, being only made of wood, and 
covered with leaves’; the walls are of bamboo. The furniture merely confifis in fome 
carpets and cuflfions ; they have neither beds, chairs, tables, cabinets, nor paintings. 
They fleep on a fimple mat, with a flight covering, but, notwithftanding this fitnplicify, 
an elegant neatnefs reigns in all their apartments. 

The King’s palace refembles a city, the enclofure of which is furrounded with three 
ranges of brick walls ; there are no windows. The building has nothing interefling 
in it, but the fi/.e of the chambers where the King gives audience ; the walls arc 
naked and without any decoration ; but the boards are covered with magnificent 
Per (ian carpets. The monarch appears feated on an eltradc a little elevated, and. 
covered with a carpet, fo old that its original colour, is nor to be dillinguifhcd. On 
extraordinary days, the King gives audience from a balcony. In the interior are 
obferved three brick edifices, the middle one of which is an idolatrous temple. One 
fide of the palace is for the men, and the other for the women. The fronts are all gilt, 
and the roofs are covered with a kind of tin, and gilt in ftripcs. 

On the fame fide of the city towards the call, is the palace of the Grand Prince, a 
cannon fhot diilant from the King’s, the top of which is not crowned with an arrow, 
like that of the monarch’s. Several other edifices are obferved, whofe exterior 
announces the refidence of a powerful King : they are only elephants’ ftables, and 
efpecially of thole which have rank, either for their beauty or particular iuftinct. 
They are brought up with much care, and when their qualities anfwer the pains taken 
with them, the monarch bellows on them the title of Count, Marquis, then Duke, 
and laftly Peer. Thus this fingular people lavifh on animals titles of honor, the 
ambition of polifhed nations. The Prince of elephants, has his palace apart, where he 
is ferved by dignified officers. 

This palace is only open to foreign ambafladors, we are therefore ignorant of its 
police, punifhmcnts, and amufements. The women’s apartments are feparated from 
one another, to prevent the ufual dilTeiifions which arife from rivalfhip. In the 
interior is a temple enriched with gold and filver flat ues : alfo reprefentations of all 
kinds of fruit in the fame metals : there likewife are dcpolited tile prefents which 
each province lends to the monarch twice a year; and this tribute confiils of live 
flowers of gold, each weighing fix ounces, and Jive of iilver of the'fame weight. Near 
the temple is the royal treafury, where all the coined Iilver is placed, without any 
being ever taken from it. This gulph is opened but to l’wallow up every thing, and 
the glory of the Kings lies in accumulating ufelris riches. The policy which 
preferves them for extraordinary occalions, has often brought the ftate to the 
brink of a precipice. The covetous foreigner, to invade them, often makes 
incurfions, which fucceed. It would be tnord advantageous to the Siamefe monarch^ 
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to poflefs iron to fabricate arms, than heaps of gold, which awaken the cupidity of 
avaricious neighbours. 

There is another treafurc, appropriated to daily expences, and it is from that they 
take to lend to all merchants on ufury. Girls arc fometimes carried oft’ from the 
provinces, to be deftined for the ferviccs of the palace. Fathers, fearing to be 
deprived for ever of their children, take the precaution of marrying them very young, 
or elfe pay confiderablo 1 urn's to the officers charged wiih the execution of this tyranny, 
and thefe officers feduced by the weight of the prefcnts declare the girls incapable of 
fervice. 

' It is in this ft lent retreat, inhabited by ten thou fund men, that an invifible monarch 
repofes on the bolom of voluptuoufnefs or debauchery. His fj’ojetts, by whom he 
is unknown, are only fenfiblo that they have a mailer, by the dread he infpires, or 
by the opprefiions he orders. It would be profanation of the majelly of this tyrant, 
to mention his name, or to enquire after his health. The care taken to maintain 
refpetl deftroys attachment ; and the love of the Siamefe for their King is a weak 
and faded fentiment ; therefore when a rebel Harts up, they wait the event with 
indifference. Thole deftined to wear chains are never inclined to incur dangers for 
him who impofes them. An army of citizens is invincible; — a horde of Haves are 
devoted to him wlio will pay and fupport them. 

Siam and the other principal cities of the kingdom are only compofed of wretched 
cabins, built without taile or convenience. The capital is not equal to a quarter 
of London or Paris ; and the Siamele who have never travelled in other coun- 
tries, bellow magnificent names on their fmall towns, which they look upon as 
prodigies of art. » 

The kingdom is divided into ten provinces, which are Supthia, Baticok, Porcelon, 
Pipli, Campine, Rapri, TennaHerim, Ligour, Cambouri and Concaceina, which have 
all a feparatc governor. 

I fliall confine myfelf to a fuperftcial defeription of the chief provinces. 

Bancok is fituated feven leagues from the fea, and is called Fou in Siamefe. Its 
environs are ornamented with delightful gardens, which fupply the inhabitants with 
much fruit, which they prefer to all other food : its rich and fertile territory prefents 
an agreeable variety of fruit trees. This city, which is one of the chief bulwarks of 
the kingdom, was fortified in 1685, by the Chevalier de Chautnont : but all 
thefe works become ufelefs to the Siamefe, who neither know how to attack or defend 
places. 

Tenhafferim is a province whofe foil produces an abundance of rice and excellent 
fruits. It is in its fafe and commodious port that veffels of all nations arrive, 
and the people find more means of fubfifting than in the other parts of the kingdom. 

Louvo, which gives its name to a province, is a city which the refidence of Kings 
has made a rival of the capital. Their palace, without being large and magnificent, is 
pleafant and convenient ; the purity of the air attracts them there for eight months in 
the year. 

Pipli, a fea-port, carries on a confiderable commerce in rice, cloths, and cotton. 
Each houfe has, its gardens, where they grow great quantities of betel, cocoa, durio, 
bananas, oranges, and other choice fruits. 

Ligor is a fea-port fituated at the entrance of the gulph of Siam. It is there that 
calain is found, a kind 1 of tin, which will be deferibed. Its territory produces much 
rice and fruits, which are the food and riches of the country. 
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■Camburi, which is on the frontiers of Pegu, has a great trade in eagle- wood, 
elephants’ teeth, and rhinoceros’s horns: it is from this province they obtain the 
beautiful varnilh. 

Porcelon, which the Portuguefe have corrupted into Porfaloue, was formerly under 
the government of hereditary lords, and it is Hill in the name of their former mailers, 
and in their palace, that jullice is adminiltered to this day, This city, fortified with 
14 baftions built by French engineers, is rich and commercial, efpccially in elephants* 
teeth, rhinoceros’s horns, Ikins of wild bealls, fugar, tobacco, onions, wax and honey. 
They make flambeaus of pitch and oil ; and the red gum is obtained there, of which is 
made what is called Spanilh wax ; wood for building and dyeing ; and it is its territory 
which produces a kind of tin, and ambergris. 

CHAP. III. Manners , Ways, and Cujloms of the Stamcfe. 

BY a perverfion of order, the Siatuefe condemn their women to all labours which 
require ftrength, and which fatigue : while this indolent people {lumber in liftlefs 
eale, the laborious women cultivate the earth, cut wood, and get in the harvells. 
This vice has its fource in defpotii'm'; every one avenges hitnfelf on his domellic empire 
for the difgraceful lervitude to which he is condemned in public ; and he who from 
his infancy crawls beneath the yoke ever proves an imperious mailer, more delirous of 
being obeyed than beloved. 

Their ignorance in altronomy has introduced the cultom of /Iriking on pots and 
pans when there is an eclipfe, becaufe they are perluaded that this phenomenon is 
cauied by the malignity of a dragon, which devours the two lights of the world; and 
it is by making a great noife, that they endeavour to frighten this animal that would 
deprive them of the light of day. 

With the Siamcfe jjold is a merchandize, and not money. They have no watches 
of that metal ; all the coins are of filver, and the different kinds are only diltinguilhed 
by their fize ; the {lamp is the fame. The baler money confilts in Ihells, which 
conllitute the representative riches of many nations of the Fall. 

There is one day in the year, in which they practife a ceremony, fomewhat 
refemblmg that of the Scape-goat, which was cuftoinary among the Jews. They 
Angle out a woman, broken down by debauchery, and carry her on a litter through 
all the llreets to the found of drums and hautboys. The mob infult her, and pelt 
her with dim alter having fufficiently expofed her through the w hole city, they throw 
her on a dunghill, and fometimes on a hedge of thorns, without the ramparts, forbidding 
her ever to enter them again. This inhuman and fuperliitious ceremony is founded 
on the belief, that this woman thus draw's upon her all the malign influences of the air 
and of evil fpirits. 

The people are far more lively than the great, who, Unit up with their women, 
never go out but to allill at ceremonies wflth the dull companions of their folitude. In 
thefe foleinnities the women appear unveiled. 

An effeminate and idle people never fliine in focietv. The Siamefe, gentle without 
vivacity, enjoys a calm delight, whicli feems rather to arife from the abfence of 
pain, than the fenfation of plcafure. His llothful indifference communicates itfelf 
to all around him : he is a machine, that can only be put in motioA by the hand 
of another. 

They are all of a regular and middling height. Nature, careful in fornvng 
them, neither produces lame nor crooked, and they are all well proportioned, as 
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they come from the hand of that induftrious mother. There are no deformed people 
but fuch as have become fo by accident. They are inoftly large bodied, broad facts 
and fhoulders ; their nole is fhort and round, and an aquiline one is a rare phenomenon. 
Many are marked with the fmall-pox, which disfigures their features. Their noftrils 
are wide, and their complexion lwarthv, which neverthclefs does notfeem to be their 
natural colour, but ihould be attributed to their cuftom of going naked from their 
earlieft infancy. 1 he women do not poffefs thole fine and delicate features, which in 
Tiurbpe give the idea of beauty ; and they would fcarcely be diftinguifliable from the 
s ullen, but for their drefs and hanging neck, which falls very low. 

Though their difpofitinn leads to commerce, the fource of it is only open to the 
Monarch, who referves to himfelf the privilege oi carrying it on with foreigners; 
therefore the law reit riels them to internal trade, the advantages of which are very 
circumlcribed. T'h is people, fi tuple in their manners, have had no occafion for foreign 
productions. Thole born in the lowed orders find a fulficicnr rcfource in filhing. If 
the legiflature did not exlinguilh their commercial indullry, they would be much abler 
traders than many other nations. That honefty which conffitufcs the very bafis of 
trade, is a virtue they practile without effort. The perfon that fells never counts the 
money he receives, nor does the buyer ever examine his goods. Mullins and other 
linens are fold in the piece, and they never meafure them by the yard ; one is often liable 
to be deceived in the weight, becaufe the monies, which are ufed for weights, arc 
almoft always defaced, and having all the fame mark, and flruck at the fame corner, 
they are all fuppoled to have the fame value. Gold is twelve times the value of 
filver. 

The kingdom of Siam is covered with fwainpy marflies, which only yield poor grafs 
to feed their horfes, which arc weak and clumfy ; nor do they cut them to render them 
more docile, or check their fpirit. T bey have neither alfes nor mules. The buffalo, 
the ox, and the elephant, arc the only domellic animals from which theSiamcfe derive 
any advantage. The female elephants are employed in doineflic Tervices ; the males, 
more uniradtable, are deitined for war : every body ft free to hunt them. 

As the country f urniihes but few horfes the King imporis them, more elpccially from 
Batavia ; but the breed is fmall and ftubborn. The elephant is a more noble animal, 
and more adapted for war : he is taught to protect his mailer, to place him on his back 
with his trunk, and to trample on his enemies. There is always one on guard at the 
palace, ready accoutered and prepared to march : the driver fits on his neck without 
any laddie. This animal obedient to command, knows where he ought to flop. They 
ufo a goad of iron or filver to increafe his fpced ; he feems to know the voice of him 
who has the care of feeding and attending him, and obeys his leaft fignal. 

Sometimes the Siamefe travel on fquare feats, carried by four or eigdit men, who 
are relieved by an equal number. This people, an enemy to all fatigue, only like to 
travel by water, in veffels they call ballons , which, though made from a Angle tree, is 
fometimes from one hundred to one hundred and twenty feet in length ; they have as 
many as one hundred and twenty rowers, who are placed two and two ; but it is only the 
people of confequence who travel with fuch a numerous retinue, to fhew their dignity : 
the common ‘bdlons contain but twenty at mod. Thcfe rowers have a meafured 
kind of a fong, and they row with grace and eafe. The women brought up in this 
cxercife, which with us is only ufed by the condemned dregs of lbciety, conduit them 
with much dexterity. Mapy Siamefe have no other dwelling than their ballons, and 
fome of them are highly ornamented and very convenient. * 

The palanquin is a kind of bed, carried by flaves on their ihoulders. Only thbfe 
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that are ill, and fome old people, have a right to ufe them : but all Europeans may enjoy 
that privilege. The Siamefe have different parafols, and each rank has its own. Thole 
like ours are for the lower clafs. They have fome which look like fo many parafols 
one above another, and the King only may ufe them. The Talapoins have them of 
different forms, which all (hew their rank. 

The King's ballons are made of a finglc tree, which mull be fuppofed of a prodigious 
height, fince they will contain one hundred and fifty rowers. The two ends are very 
elevated, and he who fleers them makes the whole bark tremble, when he (lamps on 
the poop. It every where is decked by art and the ornaments of fculpture ; and in the 
middle! is elevated a throne, in a pyramidal form, on which the eye dwells with delight. 
The Siamefe are only good failors on their rivers ; and for fea voyages they employ 
Moors, Chinefe, Malays, and Chriftians defeended from Europeans. 'They row fitting, 
their legs croffed like tailors, and this attitude deprives them of part of their ftrength 
and activity. They have alio feveral long and narrow boats, in the confirmation of 
which they neither employ nails nor iron, the parts are fattened together with roots or 
twigs, which withfland the definitive action of water. They have the precaution to 
infert between the joints of the planks a light and porous wood, which fwclls by being 
wet, clofes all the openings, and prevents the water from penetrating into the veffel. 
■When they have not this wood, they rub the chinks by which the water enters 
with clay. 

The conftanf motion obfervable on the Menan prefents the eye with a plenfmg 
variety. The dignity of thofe who pafs is ellimatcd by the number of the rowers. 
Each boat has a final! room in the center, with a roof of leaves, interwoven in a fafteful 
manner : it is fupported by four pillars fattened to the fidcs of the boat. The two 
fides have blinds of mats to keep off the . ain and fun. Only the King, the royal 
family, and Europeans, arc allowed to have curtains. Every one elfc is excluded from 
a privilege, the enjoyment of which could hurt no one. 

Although agriculture is much ncglcded the ancient Kings of Siam were obliged to 
till the earth at the commencement of each fealbn. The intent of this ancient cufloni 
was to ennoble an art, which, by a remains of barbarifm, the nations of Europe leave to 
the lowed ranks of fociety. The Kings having degenerated from the fimplicity of 
primitive manners, have been fearful of committing their dignity, by devoting them- 
felves to occupations, which the meannefs of thole who follow them feems to have 
rendered contemptible. Their fuperftition has taught them to fear that Heaven, irri- 
tated with this prevarication, would curie the earth with fterility ; therefore, not to 
feem to have abolifhed acuflom, confecratcd by its antiquity, the name of king is given 
to a mercenary, who, for a day, exerciles the fun cl ions of royalty, and enjoys all the 
prerogatives attached to it. 

Experience has {hewn that, though Kings are no longer hufbandmen, the lands are 
nqt lefs fruitful ; therefore they do not now bellow the name of king on the individual 
who, by his buffooneries, profaned the dignity of that facred title. They at prefent 
confine themfc Ives to giving him the name of Grand Lord of the Rice. On the day 
appointed for this ceremony, he repairs to the field pointed out for him to till. He is 
mounted on an ox, and followed by all his officers, who take care fo colled all the 
rights annexed to royalty, bat the collection is not very confiderable, bv the precaution 
taken to leave nothing on that day in his way. After he has tilled a Tmall portion of 
the land, he returns to the city in the fame order. The affembled multitude celebrate 
games and feftivals in honour of him. The next day the depofed monarch returns to 
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his original mfignificancy, and the profit he derives from this mafquerade fcarcely 
fuffices to maintain him for a year. 

It is not from a principle of avarice that the Siamefe do not (hew their hofpitality ; 
a natural and uuconflramed politenefs unites all hearts ; and as generofny is not 
ruinous, they willingly provide for the wants of the unfortunate. The poor unable to 
work is never reduced to the difgraeeful neceflity of begging for his fubfiilence : his 
compaflion ite neighbours fupply his wants. Begging is a difgrace which attaches to 
the oeggar and all liis family. It is furpriling that a people with whom poverty is not 
burthenfome, and inicrelt does not engender thofe animolities which in other nations 
create as many enemies as citizens, fhould be guilty of a moll prepofterous ul'ury. 
The Monarch fets the example to his fubjects : he lias a treafure fet apart to lend at an 
inrerelt of 50 or even 100 per cent. This ui'urv is never injurious, becaufe the bor- 
rower finds the means of exerting his im.lufi.ry, and of carrying on a privileged com- 
merce, without paying any duties. 

The parental authority accuftoms the children to an implicit obedience : the father 
is interelled by natural atfettion, and by the law of the country, early to implant in their 
hearts the feeds of virtue ; for if afterwards the children fall into any mifdemeanor, or 
commit any crime, the whole family is included in the punifliment inflated by the law. 
Politenefs and docility are the fruits of the inftrudions bellowed cm them. At the age 
of feven, their education is entrulled to learned and virtuous Talapoins, whofe drefs they 
aflutne, and which they quit when they return to the rank of citizen. Thofe who have 
not had Inch mailers are fhut out from dignities, and they are fuppofed not to have 
acquired in a domeflic education the neceflary knowledge to form the man of public 
bufinefs. Their family allows them a penfion proportionate to their means, and fomc 
have feveral Haves folcly to wait upon them. As all the Siamefe are intended for trade, 
they merely teach them to read, write, and call accompts. The idolatrous priefis train 
their minds beneath the yoke of prejudices and fuperflition, and teach them errors which 
they would be happy to be able to forget. 

Two languages are in ufe among this people. The language of the country, and 
the Balay language, which both polfefs alphabets of few letters. The Siamefe has no 
conjugations nor declenfions like the Balay, which is the language of the priefis and 
minillers of the law. It is written from the left to the right, as well as the Siamefe, 
which, like the Chinefe, is compofcd aimofl entirely of monofyllables, and like that 
loaded with many accents: the only difference is that the Chinefe form the line from 
the top to the bottom, and that the lirfl takes the right, the others running towards the 
left. All other Afiatic nations write from the right to the left. 

A Siamefe has not the privilege of poifeffing arms, unlefs the King has granted it to 
him. This teflimony that the Monarch bears of his valour, gives .him the right of 
purchafing of them. Their indojence deprives them of the ufe of their feet, and their 
hams being inflexible makes walking painful to them. One is furprifed to fee their 
fentinels always lying on the ground. It will take twenty Siamefe to do in a year, ^at 
an European artii’an would execute in a month. . , ' 

Although fuperflition has corrupted their minds, they tolerate all religions^ Tneir 
veneration for the traditions of their anceftors does not infpire them with any averfion 
for other ceremonies. This obllinate attachment to error makes them believe that they 
have the fuperiority over all nations, who do not think as they do ; but they only pity 
thofe who have the misfortune to be deprived of that light which fhines for tnem ; 
difference of opinion never engenders hatred, and ambition there never covers itfelf 
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with the cloak of religion to illumine the torch of civil difcord* A French traveller, 
who had Jong ftudied their character, was perfuadcd that they were all born philo. 
fophers : it was alfo the opinion of the ancients, who affirm that it was in India that 
the firft fages fpread the benefits of philofophy. 

Their way of reckoning the days, weeks, and months, is in many points different 
from ours. . Their year has twelve lunar months, which have no names, and which 
are diftinguifhed by the firft, fecond, third, &c., and as each year has more than 
twelve moons, at the end of two or three years they add a thirteenth month. Their 
cycle contains fixty years, while ours has one hundred. Each has its name, and as they 
have but twelve names, they repeat them five times in each cycle, to arrive at the 
number of fixty, which makes five revolutions of thofe twelve months in a cycle. 
To each revolution they add a word, which points out if it be the firft, fecond or 
third, &c. 

I hey begin the year with the new moon, which correfponds fometimes with the 
month of November, fometimes with that of December. They date their aids either 
from the year of their cycle, or from that in which Sommona-Kodon put afide his 
human nature, to become a god. This method has been more ufed fincc they have 
feen the Chriftians and Mahometans date their years, the one from Jelus Chilli, the 
other from Mahomet. 

Ihe week is, like ours, compofed of feven days, each of which has the name of a 
plant, without their being able to explain the oilgin of fuch denomination. The length 
of the day and night is nearly always the fame. 

1 heir Sunday, which they call Vampra , is always on the fourth day of the moon ; in 
each month they have two grand ones, at the new and full moon, and two lefs folcmn, 
on the fc'vcnth and twenty-firft. This day does not exempt them from labour, only bill- 
ing is forbidden them ; and thofe who tranfgrcfs this prohibition pay a fine, and are 
thrown into prifon, for having profaned the ianfi.it y of that day on which the Tala- 
poins cut their beard, hair, and eyebrows. 

I hey have but two fcafons, winter and fummer. The two firft months of their 
year, which nearly anfwer to our December and January, conflitute the whole of their 
winter. And the air one then breathes is as burning as that of our hotteft fummers. 
It feetns very troublefome to the Siamefo, who are not clad ; and indeed the north 
winds which then blow, are fharp and piercing. Their winter is very dry, and the 
lummer very rainy ; for which reafon the Europeans look upon the rainy feafon as 
winter, and the dry feafon as fummer. 

The third, fourth, and fifth months compofe their minor fummer, the other feven 
are confidered as grand fummer. The minor is their fpring ; but they have no 
autumn, nor any diftinfi time for the harveft of their fruit, bccaufe their trees bear 
them the whole year. They never lofe their leaves, and thofe which foil are imme- 
diately replaced by others : the fap rifes during all fcafons of the year. Although 
they only reckon one grand fummer, they would be more correfi if they admitted two, 
becaufe twice a year they have the fun vertical ; the firft time,* when it paffes from 
the line to the tropic of Cancer, and the other when it returns from that tropic to 
the line. 

The torrid zone would be uninhabitable, as the ancients erroneoufly believed, if the 
fun did not attrafi the clouds and rain. The wind conftantly blows # from the pole 
moil diftant from that ftar ; fo that when it advances towards the arfiic pole the wind 
comes from the fouth ; on the contrary, when it approaches the ant arfiic pole, one 
experiences the daily inconvenience of a north wind. Thus, during fummer, the fun 
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being to the fouth of the line, the north winds have an agreeable frefhnefs ; and tyhcn 
it is to the north of the line, the fouth winds bring rain and clouds, which moderate 
the fcorching heats. 

The chara&er of the Siamefe partakes much of the nature of their climate. Their 
body enervated by the heat, poffefies neither vigour nor defires ; they attach an idea of 
bafenefs to works which require ftrength, and every thing which is troublefome to 
them appears mean. Contented with the riches that nature has lavilhed on them, they 
do not envy the productions of other climates, nor will they brave the feas to obtain 
imaginary riches. The cloaths in requeft among other people to them would be 
troublefome ; their difhes are plain, and their fauces are never varied. It feems that 
their whole happinefs confifts in infen fibility. 

The education of the Siamefe girls infures the innocence of their manners. Cautions 
mothers prohibit them from all intercourfe with the men, more efpecially with the bafe 
corrupters, who make a merit of fedu&ion. To avoid the (-fleets of too warm a tem- 
perament, they marry them at the age of twelve, as well to fulfil the law's of nature, as 
to give fubjcCts to the ftafe. There are many who, rebels to the empire of the climate, 
never fubmit to the yoke of marriage ; but there are none who do not wait the arrival 
of old age before they embrace a religious life. Though one man may have many 
wives, only the great and rich ufe this privilege, more adapted to trouble the tranquillity 
of the fqpl, than to reprefs the intemperance of the paflions. 

When the great take feveral wives, it is Id's from inclination than from luxury. The 
chief has cxclufive privileges: the others are only Haves, degraded by the name of 
“ little wives they are fubfervient to the will of the firfl. Their children partake 
of the meannefs of their condition : they ftyle the author of their days, “ My Lord 
the King the others born of the firfl wife merely call him father. 

It is from among women of proved virtue that they demand a girl in marriage. 
Before an anfwer is given, the parents give the hour of the birth of their daughter, and 
receive that of the boy. 

Soothfayers are confultcd to know if the marriage will be happy. Thofe that make 
the demand carry betel, and if the parents carry it to their mouth, it is a fign they give 
their confcnt. The young man takes his miflrefs a prelent of fruits ; and on the third 
vifit he pays her, the two families afl'emblc, and the marriage ceremony is performed 
without the alliftance of the priefls. They are perhaps the only people on earth who 
have not flamped the leal of religion on an union fo important to fociety. It is true, 
that fome days after the ceremony the'Talapoins go and throw holy water on the married 
couple, and fay prayers to purify them. 

The weddings are celebrated with much folemnity at the girl’s parents, who give 
feafts and entertainments, at which mercenaries are hired to dance 'and fing. The 
married pair and their relations w-ould think they erred again!! propriety if they were 
to join in thofe dances. The marriage is only confidercd as a civil contract between 
two free perfons, who have bound it with their confent, and that of their parents, and 
which deprives the woman of the liberty of breaking the union ; but the hufband can 
put her away, by giving her a certificate of repudiation. There are certain cafes in 
which the woman has a right to demand a feparation, and the hulband feldom refufes 
it ; it is interefling to him to get rid of a woman whole heart he no longer pofleffes. 
The marriages^are generally fruitful, and it is not uncommon for them to have twins : 
but if the ripenefs of the woman is premature, flie foon ceafes to bring children, and 
their own bounty exhaufts them. 


The 
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The nuptial couch is feldom polluted by adultery. The right which the hufbands 
poffefs to kill their wives taken in the aft is not the pnly check to incontinence. The 
women, always occupied with domeftic duties, have no time to carry on intrigues. They 
never aflift at thofe games and amufements wherfe the impure and burning breath of 
the paflions is inhaled. Retired within their Jioufes, they receive no vifits from thofe 
dangerous feducers, who unblufhingly betray their hofts or their friends. It is alfo 
the wife who cultivates the earth ; me wakes at the dawn of day, and prepares for 
her indolent fovereign a breakfaft of rice and fait fifh, which he takes, and after this 
firft meal he fleeps till dinner time ; and when he has fatisfied his appetite, he again 
devotes himfelf to llcep, which he only interrupts to game, or take fome amufement, 
till the hour of fupper arrives. The wife, humble and fubmiffive, has neither the 
privilege of fitting nor eating with her hufband ; fhe is aftive and careful in preparing 
the viands, and when he has dined, fhe withdraws to dine in her turn. She never 
goes in the fame ballon ; and when admitted to the conjugal bed, fhe has a lower 
pillow, to remind her of her inferiority. 

All thofe invited to the wedding are obliged to fend a prefent, and it often forms 
the richeft dower of the bride. Marriage is forbidden in the firft degree of relation- 
fliip ; but they may marry their coufin-germans, and even two fifters, one after the 
other; but if they have married the youngeft firft, they then muft not marry the 
other. The Kings are not fubjeft to this law ; they marry their neareft relatives, and 
fometimes their own fifter. The fucccflion to the hufband belongs entirely to the 
principal wife, who is to divide it in equal portions among all her children. The 
defliny of the inferior wives is abfolutely dependent on the legitimate heirs, who may 
fell them, or allow them an arbitrary means of fubfiftencc: they poffefs nothing but 
what the father gave them when living. The daughters of the inferior wives may be 
fold like cattle, or elfe they are allowed a l'.nall fubfiftencc. Every hufband is fove- 
reign in his family ; he can even fell his wives and children : but the firft wife is not 
fubjeft to this degradation ; he can only repudiate her, and then he is obliged to return 
her her portion. The children are equally divided between them; but if the number 
is odd, the wife has one more than the hufband. 

There is a whimfieal cuftom which deranges all matrimonial agreements. Some- 
times the Monarch beftows a wife, of whom he is tired, on one of h’s favourites: it 
is a flattering diftinftion, which often conftrains the inclination. The wife given by 
l'o refpeftable a hand partakes of all the prerogatives of the principal wife. Thofe who’ 
wifh to preferve their mafter’s favour, or who fear being difgraced, give this woman 
an abfojule dominion over all their houfe. 

The chief wife only has the title of Queen. Her rule is abfolute within the palace : 
at her tribunal are difculfed the difagreements among the women and the eunuchs. 
She diflributes punifhmcnts and rewards at pleafurc ; and thofe who are fufpefted of 
difputing her hufband’s heart with her, find in her an inexorable judge. She has her 
elephants, her officers, and her private magazines. She is only vifible to her eunuchs 
and her women. "When fhe goes abroad fhe is carried in a chaif*, enclofed with cur- 
tains, from which fhe can fee every thing without being feen : all who meet her on 
the way are obliged to proftrate themfelves before this invifible idol. * 

The Siamefe are furious in their fits of jealoufy, but this weaknefs is lefs a fentiment 
of love, than vexation of humiliated vanity at the preference given to a rival : they 
are no lefs jealous of their daughters than of their wives, and the punifhment they 
inflift for their fall 4s not lefs fevere. Jealoufy oppofes the praftice of their virtues. 
vol. ix. 4 f They 
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They are humane andt compafitonate, yet they never fhew their hofpitality,«whlch Is 
not neceffaryin a country where all ftrangers find eafy means of fubfifting. 

Although chaftity is in general obferved in their marriages, yet inflahces jure not 
wanting of women abandoning thetnfelves to their inclinations. Thofe convicted of 
this crime are expofed to tigers to be devoured, or elfe they are fold to a certain odious 
officer, who, bv means of a tribute he pays the King, has the infamous privilege of 
proftitutkig them for his own emolument. The accomplice of the adultrefs is involved 
in her condemnation : he is punilhed by the whip or the baftinade. 

Horrid defpotifm tears daughters from the arms of their fathers j and thofe who 
cannot refolve to fee themfelves for ever parted from the fruit and object of their 
affection, prefer facrificing part of their fortune, rather than confent to fo diftrefling 
a reparation. Daughters have no claim to the crown ; fcarcely do they enjoy the pri- 
vilege of liberty. It is the will of the dying father that fettles the fucceflion : thus a 
tyrant, while living, he Hill reigns after his death. He often gives the preference to 
the fon of a concubine over that of the legitimate Queen : but it is generally force 
which. decides the right of the competitors for the throne. 

Slavery gives an abfolute power to the mailer, who may exadl the bafeft employ- 
ments from his Have. Slaves arc born fuch, or become fo. The infolvent debtor and 
the prifoner of war are deprived of their natural liberty, but the children born during 
their flavery are not included in their debafement. The Have for debt regains his 
liberty when he has fulfilled his engagements. Although a mailer decides at will on 
the lot of his Have, he has no power over his life. lie who poflefl'es many, allows 
them, on paying a remuneration, to work for others. Thus they are rather vaflals 
than adtual Haves, lincc by paying a tribute to their mailer they enjoy all the advan- 
tages of liberty. 

The King only fees in his fubjecls a bafe horde of Haves, who are obliged to work 
for him fix months in the year : but though his power is unlimited, the fidelity of 
his fubjedts is not the lefs fuf'pected. He cannot but know, that he who dares do 
every thing, is always reduced to the necefiity of fearing every thing ; and fad expe- 
rience has taught him, that the farther one extends one’s privileges, the more one 
multiplies one’s enemies ; and that the throne of defpotifm is often ftained with the 
blood of him who fills it. The fear he infpires, by never appearing but with all his 
forces, baniflies afledtion. Alia, at all times, has been the country of Haves, and the 
fanguinary theatre of revolutions ; becaufe the interells of the people are always dif- 
tindl from thofe of a defpot. There has never been found in Alia a body compofed 
of magiltrates, who watched over the fafety of the chief and of the public. All arbi- 
trary power is an attack againll the rights of mankind, while the authority didlated by 
the law is conftant, and has nothing obnoxious in it. 

Old age is as honourable at Siam as it was formerly at Lacedemon. It is a homage 
that the new inhabitants of the world pay to thofe about to quit it. The fad privilege 
of age gives more diltindlions than rank itfelf. The Mandarin, exalted to eminent 
rank, is obliged to give way to his inferiors who are older than himfelf. A child 
would be efteemed a monitor if he deviated from the refpedlful affedtion due to a 
parent ; and ha who Ihould be unnatural enough to bring him before any tribunal, 
would become the objedt of public execration. On the contrary, the law places' the 
children in entire dependence on their father, who may fell them, but not take away 
their life. 

■ Every oppofite feems united to form the charadter of this people. They take no 
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pain* to acquire, yxt preferve with anxiety what they, poffefs. i^varicibus without an 
objeft, they prefer burying their wealth to ufing it. Gentlenefs and politeneiV are 
virtues which are natural to them ; but when they give way to anger, their fury is 
boundlefs and unreftrained. Indolence prevents them from feeling the anxious and 
painful fentiment of hatred ; but when it is awakened, it (talks with poifon and the 
dagger. The effufion of human blood is held in horror ; their common quarrels end 
by a few blows and coarfe abufe. Their lazinefs renders them diifimulating and taci- 
turn. It is this principle of indolence which has fan&ified their cuftoms and perpe- 
tuated their errors. Admiration is a fentitnent they never experience ; and whatever 
might excite curiofity, leaves them in a hate of ilupidity. 

It feems that nature, forefeeing that they would be rigid mailers, and incapable of 
command, has given them low and fervile inclinations, to fweeten the bitternefs of 
their condition. They are mean and cringing when you affume the tone of fuperiority 
with them. The inward confcioufnefs of their weaknefs makes them have recourfe to 
cunning to parry force. They beitow pride and contempt on thofe who teilify any 
regard for them. 

If they would vow an eternal friendfhip, they drink the fame arrack from the fame 
cup ; or they lance fome part of the body to fetch blood, which they reciprocally 
drink. It was thus the ancient Scythians and Babylonians fealed their alliances : 
alinoil all the modern people of the Kail obi’erve this cuitom. Notwithftanding all the 
faults attached to this nation, all travellers agree, that their morals are as pure as 
their heaven, and that mildnefs and moderation are virtues of their climate ; and moil 
of their vices would be eafy to correct, if education ailiiled inclination. But the un- 
cultivated mind never diitinguiihes the good from the excellent, and they act without 
giving themfelvcs the trouble to reflect or roaion. 

The Siamefe, to preferve cleanlinefs, enter into very troublefome minutiae. They 
perfume part of the body, to afford an agreeable i'mell ; and it would be failing in 
politenefs to pay a vifit without having bathed. They lake as much pains to blacken 
their teeth as the Europeans take to keep theirs white. They pluck out the root of 
the beard, which in all hot countries is a troublefome excrefcence ; but they fuffer 
their nails to grow, as the Chinefe did before their country was invaded by the Tar- 
tars. They waih their hair with fccnted waters and oils. Notwithilanding the pain* 
they take to preferve their cleanlinefs, they infpire Europeans with invincible difguft 
when they open their mouths or {hew their hands. Their teeth, itained black, feem 
fo many bits of ebony ; their nails, and more efpecially thofe of the right hand, which 
they fuifer to grow, refemble the claws of fome carnivorous animal : it is, neverthe- 
lefs, by thefe marks that the elegant and poliihed man is diitinguiihed from the fervile 
and clownilh. The gay women, and thofe who wiih to charm, never {hew themfelvea 
without having falfe nails three or four inches long. 

Frugality is a virtue attached to climate, and as nature has not multiplied their wants, 
they are rich in the midil of indigence, or at loaft in the privation of things which 
opinion has made wants with us. The Siamefe have neither tables, cloths, napkins, 
knives, fpoons, nor forks ; every thing ferved up to them is ready cut, and, among 
the great, the commoneil veffel is of China or Japan. They never feeve in fiat difhes, 
even at the King’s table. Rice and dry or faked fiih are exceeding cheap; and for a 
halfpenny a Siamefe fatisfies all his wants. Thus this people, without any anxiety as 
to the means of fubfiiling, give themfelves up to idlenefs, and every houfe refounds 
with the fong and fliouts of mirth, which are not heard among nations where luxury, 
extending our wants, renders the means of fubfiiling more difficult. Their coarfe 
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palate is not offendetf at the odour of rotten fiih and addled eggs. They eat gra&. 
hoppers, rats, lizards, and all kinds of infe&s defpifed by Europeans, jheir fauces 
are made with a little water, into which they put garlick, cibol, and balm. As they 
have no faffron, they ufe a root which, reduced to powder, has the tafte and colour of 
it. They have no oil from nuts or olives j they only ufe the oil of cocoa. Their 
cows give little milk, but the female buffalo fupplies the deficiency. The heat of the 
climate prevents butter from attaining any confidence. The flefh of animals they do 
not care about ; they only eat their entrails, as being more eafy to digeft. It muft not 
be imagined that there is any whim in their tafte ; all the meats are void of juice and 
of difficult digeftion. The Europeans, who are moft voracious, feldom ufe them after 
they have been fome time in the country. Sobriety, in all hot countries, is a virtue 
of climate. The price of meat is fo low, that a cow is only worth fivepence. It is 
true, mutton and goat are dearer, becaufe the Maures confume a great deal. Poultry 
is not worth the fattening ; each kind is the more multiplied, as the heat of the climate 
fuffices to hatch the eggs. 

One would think that people, among whom fobriety is a general and common virtue, 
would be exempt from ..:1 thofc difeafes which arc the bitter fruits of intemperance : 
but every v.V it- germs of benefits and evils; and to judge of the fobriety of 

different people, one ihouni know the different degrees of heat of their ftomachs. One 
would be obliged to cor.iefs, that he who eats the lead is often the moft intemperate. 
Diffenteries, putrid fevers, fluxions of the bread, make great ravages. The rains, 
which fall a great part of the year, caufe coughs, hooping-coughs, and rheumatifms, 
as frequent as in Europe. The difeafes which punifh incontinence are there numerous ; 
but of all the feourges which afflict this kingdom, the fmall-pox facrifices the greater 
number of victims. 

Nothing is fo contradictory as the portraits of this people, whom fome reprefent as 
fwitnming in abundance, and others as languifhing in the bofom of poverty. Tra- 
vellers, in the accounts they have given us of this kingdom, are by no means agreed ; 
they have only fpoken of what they have Icon. Thus fome lent there by Monarchy 
have admired a fhewy court, which invented feftivals to fhew its power ; others, at- 
tracted by commerce, have only beheld a people deffitute of every thing which with 
them was a real want. Their table is never covered with delicate meats, and the 
murderous art of cooks does not tickle their palates. 1 he fimplicity of the apart- 
ments and furniture makes them defpife fuperfluity, and confine themfelves fo what is 
neceffary. 

European architects could not here exercile their talents. Their houfes, which are 
all made on the fame model, are built with bamboo : they are raifed thirteen feet 
above the furface of the earth, becaufe the water, during the inundations, rifes to that 
height. They are all built on piles, and the ftaircafe, which is without, is a ladder 
fimilar to thofe of our windmills. They have ramps of hurdles for the domeftic ani- 
mals to afeend, whofe ftables are in the air. Thefe Angular houfes have their conve- 
niences and luxuries.' The apartments are tapeftried with painted cloth, and the deling 
is covered with white muffin. There are no beds, becaufe the Siamefe never uhdreis 
to fleep, unlcfs it be to change their wrappers. (Jealoufy, which tyrannifes over all the 
people of the Eaft, does not allow the Siamefe to praCtife hofpitality j they are fearful 
of expofing their women to the eager gaze of a ftranger.) 

The houfes of the great refemble immenfe preffes, where the mafter, his wife, and 
children are lodged ; the fubaltern wives with their children, and each Have with hie 
family, occupy a feparate apartment. The pagodas are larger than high ; they have 

1 a neither 



HISTORY Of SUHS. 


5 % 

neither vaalt nor deling : the tiles which cover them are varnifhed with red, with 
golden fillets. The gardens, which are numerous, are not fpacious ; the walks are very 
narrow, and three perfons can fcarcdy walk abreaft. Flowers every where perfume 
the air j the variety of trees prefents an agreeable relief, and the fountains maintain a 
conftant coolnefe. 

Nakednefs does not alarm their modefty, but by a fentiment of propriety, their loins 
and thighs are covered with painted linen, or fometimes with gold or diver Itufi'. 
The cuftom of appearing in public half naked, is rather introduced by the heat of the 
climate, than to excite libidinous ideas. There is no country where all parts that can 
be offenfive to modelty are more Carefully concealed. Some French foldiers in the 
fuite of the Ambaffador fent by Louis XIV. expofed themfelves quite naked in the 
bath. This fcandal made the people murmur, and they were obliged to give theta 
wrappers to flop the complaints. 

The children are in a perfect date of nudity till the age of five, and at that age they are 
clothed with a waiftcloth or wrapper which they mult no more quit. They are not 
dripped of them, even when it is neceifary to chadiie them. The people of the Fall 
look on it as infamous to driko any one on the expoled parts of the body. Their 
morals forbid difcipline and rods, which are in ufe among polilhed nations, where they 
do not fcruple to wound die feelings of children, by indicting on them the lame punifli- 
ments which the law in its vengeance awards the guilty. 

The mandarins wear a mullin lhirt. without any collar, and which leaves the ftomach 
bare. The great in winter wear a kind of cloak in the form of a lcarf. The King 
puts on a brocaded ved, which is generally edged with the fined laces of Europe. 
He is the only one who may appear with this ornament, unleis lome favourite 
may have received it from his hands. Thole who accompany him in the chace or to 
war, mud becloathcd in red, and the ved which is given them is always of that colour, 
tloubtlels to put them in mind that they are dcltined to Hied the blood of the enemies- 
of their country. 

Although the Siamefe always go bare-headed, the Kings and grandees of the date, 
on days of ceremony, wear a while pointed bonnet ; that of the Monarch, fparkles with 
jewels, and it is by his richnefs that he is diitinguilhed from others. They never make 
ufe of hats, but in journeys, or on the rivers, where the fun is dronger. Their Ihoes 
are pointed and without quarters ; they take them off from refpect on meeting the King 
or their fuperiors. 

The Siamefe have funeral ceremonies peculiar to themfelves. The biers areof wood; 
gilt on the outfide ; and they confutne the intedines, to prevent the ill effects of putre* 
faftion. V\ hile they are occupied in preparing the funeral pomp, they bum tapers and 
perfumes round the dead. During the night prieds chaunt funeral hymns, which in- 
ftruft the foul in the way it ought to take to arrive at its celedial refidence. They 
then burn the body to the found of indruments, in prefence of its family aifd friends, 
who are clothed in white. Although religion does not enter into their funeral cere* 
monies, it is cullomary to have the Talapoins prelent, to fwell the pomp. Their refpe£b 
for the tombs is inviolable, for which reafon treafures are fometimes found in them, 
which rich mifers hide there, as in a fafe depot ; but it often happens that rogues make 
no fcruple of fearchingthe fepulchrcs to carry off the wealth. When the relations 
have diffidently cried and Ihcd tears, feads and entertainments fucceed *hefe feenes of 
forrow ; they exert themfelves to lliake off a tranquillity which would inceffafltly. recal 
the remembrance of what they had k ft. 
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The honour of the funeral pile is not conferred on every body. Criminals who 
perilh by the law, women who die in childbed, all thofe who have died a violent death 
are condemned to be buried in the bowels of the earth ; which is the greateft difgraee 
impreffed on the memory of the dead. They are confidered as criminals ftruck by the 
vengeance of heaven, which never falls on the innocent. This belief gives them an 
invincible repugnance to our religion; and they cannot conceive how Jefus Chrid fhould 
have differed the ignominy of the crofs, if he had diftinguiflied himfelf by a£ls of virtue. 

The cultom of carrying provifions to the tombs fias led to a belief that they invoke 
the dead : but this fuperiiitious practice has no other fource than the dread of appari- 
tions, whom they would prevent by their gifts, of which the animals profit, 

Mourning, which is the expreffion of grief, is fhewn under different forma. Fathers 
and mothers who have loft their children fometimes devote themfelves to a religious life; 
others (have the head, and wallow in filth, to evince their alienation from things here 
below. 

The funeral expences, are extended even to parrots. One of thofe birds, which the 
Grand Prince had been very fond of, got it to be believed that the foul of fome 
Monarch had paffed into its body, and that therefore it was fit to pay him honours 
proportionate to his dignity. A large pyramid was erected, to which they afeended 
by (leps ; on the top was a platform on which the body of the deceafed bird was to be 
burnt, which was carried in a golden cage. This feftival laded eight days, during 
which, the Talapoins fuccceded each other in their prayers. The people in crowds ran 
to the puppet-(hews and theatres, and linens, copper vafes, and little Chinefe looking- 
glaffes were thrown to them. At laft the ceremony ended by reducing the defund: 
parrot to allies, whofe funeral furpafi'ed in magnificence thofe of the principal officers 
of date. 


CHAP. IV. — On the Government. 

THE kingdom of Siam is governed by a defpot, who difpofes at his will of the 
fortunes and lives of his fubjeds, who are only a bafe horde of (laves. As the Monarch 
alone has the privilege of condemning to death, the mod flattering name they give 
him is. Lord of life. When the fentencc of the criminal is pronounced in one of the 
tribunals eftabliflicd in each province, the proceedings are lent to the court, where the 
motives of condemnation are re-examined, and if the proofs are unequivocal, the fen- 
tence is confirmed, and the criminal is taken to the place where the offence was com- 
mitted, to be executed. There is no country where they obferve more formality to 
fecure the life of the fubjed, and none where the punifliments are more fevere. 

Every Siamefe owes fix months’ fervice every year to the Monarch : and while he is 
employed in laborious works, he is dill obliged to live at his own expence. The (lave 
more privileged than the free-man, only works for a mader who maintains him. The 
owner difpenfes with his labour, upon his paying a certain fum. Public and private 
dediny depend on (he caprices of a mader, buried in luxury, and fometimes in the 
mod beadly debaucheries. T his invifible tyrant paffes his days effeminately with 
women in an impenetrable feraglio, or with idolatrous prieds, who to fecure their power 
flatter his weakneffes, and leave his mind to languiffi in eternal infancy. It is there that, 
enervated by .luxury, and feduced by the voice of bafe corruptors, he thinks that all 
his fubje&s partake of his happinefs, his ear is Ihut to the groans of the wretched, 
who can oppofe no reddance te avaricious oppreffors, who a£t with impunity. There 
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are fet days on which the great have the privilege of approachirg the Monarch : but 
inftead of representing the public mifery, it is then they afford the nation an example 
of the mofthumiliating ilavery ; and conviftcqji that by a look he can advance them, or 
annihilate them, they approach him trembling, and pay him thofe honours they Scarcely 
bellow on the divinity. 

The fubjeft is never in reality poffeffor of a field or a garden, fince if the produc- 
tions are efteemed, a Soldier comes and claims them for the King, or Some favorite 
minifter. Thefe faithlefs ravilhcrs'fcount the quantity of thefe fruits juft as they pleafe, 
and make the proprietor refponfible for them. If when they ripen, the number of 
fruits is not complete, the pofl'effor is punilhed as if he was really guilty of theft. There- 
fore Some prefer cutting down their trees, to expofing themfelves to be punilhed for not 
having Sufficiently watched the prefervation of what they can no longer hope to enjoy. 

This defpotifm ftifles talents and induftry. The -workman is fearful of acquiring the 
reputation of excelling in his art, becaul'e that Superiority would qxpofe him to be 
obliged to work without wages, for an ungrateful mailer, who only knows how to 
punilh. Thus during their fix months of Service, they fill their employments without 
tafte, and without dillintlion ; they fear to give their work a degree of perfection, 
which would be punilhed by an eternal Servitude. 

The Kings have as many worlhippers as Subjects, their palaces infpire the fame refpeft 
as the temples of the*divinity. No noife interrupts its Silence. The officer who has 
duties to perform mull not enter when he has drank arrack, or any liquor which may 
affeCt the reafon, and caufe him to forget his duties. The Monarch, to avoid the fatigue 
of talking, gives his orders by Signs. His guard is numerous, and he only trulls the 
care of his perfon to a foreign military, and more efpecially to a company of 1’artars of 
approved courage. He has befides a corps of Indians, who boaft of being the iffue of 
the blood of Kings. Their courage riles above all dangers ; but it rnufl be excited by 
opium, which making them llupid, infpires them with an intrepidity, which refults from 
ignorance of danger. 

The reipect paid to the Kings, is extended even to the animals devoted to their fervice \ 
it is more particularly for their elephants that they Ihew the moll veneration : officers 
are appointed to ferve them with ceremonies, humiliating to human nature, and the 
omiffion of which would incur fevere punilhments. The Siamefe believe that thefe faga- 
cious and docile animals contain the foul of Some Prince or fage. The enclofure of the 
palace is filled with unarmed foldiers, to prevent the temptation of attempting the 
Monarch’s life. They fotnetimes arm Haves, to augment the pomp of ceremonies* 
although there are pages in the interior of the palace, who have all their peculiar 
fun&ions. Only women are allowed to enter the King’s apartments, to keep them 
clean, and prepare his meals. This terrellial god never thinks himfelf fo fafe as 
when furrounded by a weak and timid fex. 

Nobility is not hereditary, and the ufelefs or corrupt fubjetft is deprived of thofe 
diftinftions with which the country had rewarded the fervices of his anceftors. The 
firft clafs is compofed of thofe elevated in dignities. The father deprived of his 
charge, returns with his children into the clafs of Simple fubjefts. '1 he priefts do not 
form a Separate body in the ftate, becaufe not being tied by vows, they can at any timfe 
re-unite themfelves to the general mafs of the nation. 

Although thele people are not warlike, every body is a foldier from their birth, and 
when the ftate is threatened they are all obliged to take the field for fix months ; they 
are Applied with arms, elephants, and horfes ; and it is only on that condition, that they 
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are compelled to bea$ arms. They range them beneath the colours of a chief they 
call Ndi, a name of honor, which the Siamefe give each other, as we ufe that of 
Sir. Each diitri& has its Nat ; he whojfpibffes feveral dignities has different names ; 
and the King gives him a new one every time he bellows an office on him. As loon 
as a llranger appears at court, the Monarch gives him a name of favour and efteem, by 
which he is called as long as he rcfides there. 

The Siamele inervated by the climate, have always too much dreaded the hardfhips 
of war, to have made any progrefs in the military »t. Their too ardent imagination 
exaggerates perils, and few or no examples are found of that cool and deliberate 
intrepidity, which feem natural to northern nations. At the fight of a fword, a hundred 
Siamefe would run away, and when a European fpeaks to them in a high and threatening 
tone, they are confounded, and yield a mean iubmiflion. 

The dodrine of the metempfycofis fupports their pufillanimity. From that arifes 
that invincible averfion to thofe who filed human blood; and in adion, they prefer 
making flaves to getting rid of their enemy by the fword. When two armies meet, 
that which gives the firft volley is Jure of the vidory ; the whiffling of the balls 
throws the other into fear and confufion. Though the Siamefe are not bom for 
war, they have fometimes been fuccefsful in it, bccaufe their enemies are as cowardly 
and undiciplincd as themfclves. '1 he art of fortifying towns is abfolutely unknown 
to them. The thick forelts, the great number of canals, the annual inundations 
which cover the country, they efteem a fafe and more natural defence than all the 
works of art. In building citadels they would be fearful of being expofed to the 
neceflity of retaking them. Their coarfe and impeded artillery is of little ufe in 
the attack or defence of places ; they have in fad no cannon but thofe which have 
been given to them by the French, and fome the Portuguefo have call for them, but 
if they had better, they want courage and art to ufe tln-m. 

Their wretched and cowardly infantry has alfo the do fed of being ill armed. They 
have few cavalry, and they put their whole confidence in the number of their elephants, 
who are often as fatal to them as to their enemies, efpecially when thefe animals are 
wounded ; they then turn their rage againft their conductors whom they trample 
under their feet. 'Hie Siamefe draw up in battle in three lines, each of which forms 
a fquare batallion fupported by fixteen elephants who carry a particular ftandard ; 
they employ oxen and buffaloes to draw their artillery, which they have not the 
addrefs to place on carriages. A few difeharges of cannon give the fignal for the 
fight, and very often end it. This found fpreads an univerfal terror, and often both 
parties equally frightened, difperfe themfelves in the woods. Many neighbouring 
people before they go into adion fake a good deal of opium, that they may become 
infenfible to danger. The Siamefe do not ufe this method, but it is from a principle 
of cowardice ; they would fear that an excefs of courage might rafltly involve them 
in dangers. 

They are no more formidable by fea than by land. The ftate fcarcely maintains 
five or fix lhips to pVoted their commerce ; they are only manned by foreigners who 
have orders to avoid fighting, unlefs certain of vidory. The aim of thefe armaments is 
to make prizes and not jhe glory of vidory. They keep, befidcs, fifty galleys, which 
rot in their ports, and never leave the coaft6. 

The King of Siam has no regular troops like the monarchs of Europe. All his 
militia coniifts of a few companies of guards, who grow old in the pacific employments 
of the palace, and who never march to adion. When the fafety of the ftate obliges 
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them# look to the general fafety, they raife in a hurry a» confufed multitude of 
men, without any difcipline, as indifferent to the difgracc of defeat, as to the glory 
of fuccefs. • ' 

Each Nai, or chief of a diftricf, difpenfe* pleafure with the military fervice of thofe 
who are rich enough to bribe his venal foul ; and as none of thefe chiefs are animated 
by the love of glory, they only Cxercife their power to accumulate riches. 'Their guns 
are with match-locks, and very ill made ; they ufe the lance, and carry a kind of bill 
at their girdle. Each foldier when he begins the campaign, fills two bafkets with 
rice, which he carries on his fhoulders, and this fuffices for a month. They march 
without preferving any order, and this negligence expofes them to be frequently 
furprifed, when they lofe more men than in pitched battles, becaufe their precipitation 
to run away prevents the daughter. When the war becomes lengthened, and the 
flock of rice is exhaufted, famine kills more foldicrs than the fword of the enemy. 
It is true that the government fends them frefh fubfiftencc, but the officers charged 
with the diftribution, prefer felling it for their own emolument, than faving the life 
of a fubaltern, who dares nut complain for fear of being punifhed in the next campaign 
by the generals whom he may have acculed. 

Some years ago, a comedian had the courage to reveal to the King the malverfations 
of his generals. lie brought forward a piece, in which all the events of the laft 
campaign were reprefented : it was a bitter cenfure on the conduct of the fuperior 
officers. After many ludicrous deferiptions of war, he expofed the miferies to which 
the foldiers had been reduced. The King, moved at the affecting picture, caufed 
the guilty to be arrefted ; fome were punifhed with death, the relt purchafed their 
lives by the facrifice of their fortunes. Examples of juft feverity would be more 
frequent, if the truth could reach the throne ; but Afiatic monarchs think they partake 
of the privilege of divinity, by, like that, keeping themfelves invifible ; and oppreffed 
by their idlenefs in the filence of their palaces, they abandon their lubje&s to the 
fcourge of their mercilefs minifters. The difficulty of fubfifling while marching and 
in camp, is not the only obftacle that prevents the progrefs of the armies. The 
command of them is entrufted to men without experience or capacity. The honour 
of commanding excites no ambition, and the title of general is lefs clteemed as a favour 
than as a diigracc, becaufe they fee nothing but dangers attached to it. 

Their arfemil is filled with cannon and mufkets, rendered ufclefs by ruft ; they are 
heaped together without order, and they never give themfelves the trouble to clean 
them. They have learned the fecret of making powder from the Europeans ; but 
what they fabricate has no flrength, and they are obliged to procure whaf they ufe 
for the chace from Europe. Their fortreffes are only parks furrouuded with flakes in 
which at certain diflances they make holes to put the cannon through. So that the 
inundations and the rivers with which the country is interjected, are the flrongeft bul- 
warks they can oppoi'e to foreign invalions. 

The prifons at Siam prefent the moft affecting object : it is theije that a multitude 
of miferable beings languifh, to whom they refute the fame compaffion, which in other 
countries is fhewn even to ufelefs and mifehievous animals. The government does 
not feed them. They arc l'een wandering about the city, chained fev'en and feven 
together ; they go from door to door begging thc-ir fubfiftencc, and devoured with 
hunger they often fnatch what is refufed them. Their lot during the* night is ftill 
more cruel ; they fhut them up in a large circle of flakes in two rows, covered wiih 
leaves. All thefe criminals, befides the irons they are loaded with during the day, 
have alfo their feet confined between two pieces of wood, and their neck goes in a 
von. ix. 40 ladder 
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ladder from fix to fevejt feet long. Thus, during the time deftiaed to repofe, they 
undergo a new punifhment. They oblige, .them by turns to call out all night, “ 1 fuch 
a one, of fuch a place, am detained wjb for fuch a crime;” and when no one 
calls out, the gaoler who is on guard, comes and wakes them with blows. The 
ftench, infe&s, and vermin, double the horror of this anticipated hell, and the Siamefe 
look upon the prifon as a picture of the infernal regions At the door there is a 
giit m, whom they revere as the awful judge of criminals after their death. It 
holds in its hands the chains with which they bind them, and all the inllruments 
prescribed by law to inflift juft puniihments. Prifoners who have the good fortune 
to be fet at liberty, never fail to go and return him thanks for their deliverance. They 
burn tapers before him in gratitude for his protection. 

The Siamefe, gentle and humane in the common occurrences of life, become cruel 
and ferocious towards thofc whom they condemn to death. The crime of facrilege 
is pynifhed in a manner which makes humanity fliudder. A forge is prepared as if 
to heat iron, the face of the tranlgreffor is placed on the hearth, his head on the coals 
which are not yet lighted : his whole body is fattened by chains in fuch a manner 
that he cannot move. When the judge has given the fignai, two pair of bellows 
are fet to work, which fet the coals on fire to confume the head of the criminal by 
degrees. 

The punifhment they inflict on aflaflms infpires the moft unfeeling with horror. 
The criminal is made to lie down on his belly, and after being fecurely tied, a ftake 
of wood is forced up his fundament by the blows of a club, and it is driven till it 
comes out, either through the ftomach or through the fhoulders: they afterwards 
raife this flake, and flick it in the earth. It often happens that the fuffierer dies 
under the operation, but fometimes the flake paffos through the body without injuring 
any of the noble parts, and then the poor wretch for feveral days endures the moft 
horrible torments. 

The eafy means of fubfifting makes theft to be looked upon as the worft of crimes, 
and as the fign of a bafe and depraved foul ; therefore whoever is convicted of theft 
is immediately forfaken by his family and friends, becaufe they would blufh to 
belong to the common enemy of fociety. This averfion to theft is carried to the 
jnoft fcrupulous minutenefs : thofe who pique themfelves on a nice and rigid honour, 
never take up even loft things. It feems that they have adopted this maxim of Plato : 
“ what you did not put down, do not take up.” 

When the crimes are not lerious enough to deferve death, or that the King would 
give him "his life, the criminal is condemned to cut grafs for the elephants. Children 
are included in their father’s condemnation, and after they have finifhed the talk fet 
them, they employ the remainder of their time in gaining their livelihood. The 
great officers convicted of malverfation are generally fentenced to this punifhment, 
which is feverer to them than to the common man, who has only his talk to finifh, 
whilft a great man condemned to this labour is obliged to furnifh fubfiftence for leveral 
elephants, and as he pays dearly to mercenaries to cut the grafs, this expence exhaufts 
the riches he had accumulated by thofe exactions for which he is puniihed ; and 
if he does not perform his talk, he is beaten, with rods till the fkin comes from 
his bones. ■ 

There is another punifhment which is never infli&ed but by an exprefs order from 
$ie King. It confifts in feveral incifions made on the head, and the number is always 
denoted. As foon as the criminal is placed on his knees, they cut off his hair, which 
is the greateft difgrace ; the executioner then takes a fabre, and makes as many 
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ihciftons as the King orders. Thofe condemned to death are Jed round the city 
in a boat, where a man from time to time ftrikes on a plate of copper ; he then loudly 
proclaims why the criminal is condemned pfpiich is in (lead of the fentcnce pronounced 
among us. 

Thofe punifhed without infli&ing on them the pain of death, are expofed in the 
market place to the public gaze : it is much the fame as our pillory. The expences 
of juftice are fo ruinous, that thofe pimifhments which do not inflict death exhauft 
the fortunes of thofe who have undergone them. There is not a blow which does 
not at leaft co/t about two fliil lings, without reckoning what is given to the executioner, 
to engage him to moderate the ftrength of his arm : the cuts on the head are the 
moft expenftve. Every one pays about feven /hillings for fees in all procedures, 
whether civil or criminal. In default of written or leftimonial evidence, they have 
recourfe to the proof of fire or water, but none but the accufed ever undergo them ; 
and when, in the proof by fire, he comes out with . his feet unburnt, he is immediately 
acquitted. A pit is dug two feet wide and eight feet long, at the two ends piquets 
are planted at certain diftances to fupport a cord breaft high, lie who is to undergo 
the proof is forbidden to walk for fome days, that the feet being fo ft ened, may the 
more eafily receive the impreffions of the fire. ( )n the day appointed, this pit is 
filled .with burning coals, and the accufed walks three times over them ; after which 
he is conduced to the hall of juftice, where his feet are examined, and if no bum is 
found, he is difeharged triumphant. The Siamefe are perfuaded that this method is 
infallible to difeern the innocent from the guilty. 

The proof by water is not fo fevere : the accufer and accufed are equally fubje&ed 
to it. Two pillars diftant from fix to feven feet from each other are erected in the 
river ; the tw r o champions let thetnfclves Hide, each from the top of his pillar, to 
the bottom of the water, and he who remain; there the longeft is declared innocent ; for' 
the Siamefe fay the devil torments the guilty under the water, which makes.him come up 
to the furface, while the other who has nothing to dread from this enemy, is not in fuch 
a hurry to appear. 

There is alfo another proof at which the priefts- prefide : they give the accufep 
and accufed pills, which provoke vomiting, and he who retains them longeft, it 
judged innocent. This proof is accompanied by many fuperftitious ceremonies^ 
during which the Talapoin denounces imprecations againft the prevaricator. To be 
prepared to meet the trial by fire, in cafe of committing any crime, all the Siamefe 
from their earlieft infancy familiarize themfelves with fire, of which the weight or 
preffure of a body diminilhes the action, more efpecially among people whole foies of 
their feet arc hardened by the cultom of walking bare looted. 

The legiflature to prevent crimes has impofed many obligations which confound 
the innocent with the guilty. When a dead body is found, they extend cords, with 9 
radius of 100 fathoms, round the place where the murder was committed. All the 
inhabitants contained in this inclofure pay a fine, proportionate tp their proximity to 
the foot. This law which has its evils, has alfo its advantages : the people are more 
careful of v each others fecurity, and the roads are faler. Theft, which many nations 
punifh with death, is here made good by paying double what, was taken ,*and the judge 
fhares the reflitution. 
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CHAP. V. — Of their Amufements and Shows, 

EXERCISES of the body among the Siatnefe are regarded as fatigues only fit for 
flaves, and not as means of making the body graceful and the limbs flexible. The 
art of managing a horfe is abfolutely unknown to them. All the Siamefe walk with 
difficulty, and their hams are always fliif, becaufe they are accuftomod to keep them 
bent ; and if they walk in their gardens, it is lefs to take exercife than to inhale the 
perfume of flowers, and enjoy the coolnofs of the waters. This lazinefs to which 
they condemn t hem (elves would be the fource of an infinity of difeafes ; but the heat 
of the climate caufes fufficient perlpiraiion to carry off the bad humours. By a 
Angular contradiction, thefe men who languifh in a lfato of con It :mt ina6fion are as 
indefatigable as fkilful in managing the oar, which exhaufts the flrength of the flouted 
people. 

It is furprifmg that throughout all India, infancy has the fame amufemt-nts as in 
Etfrope. It is diflicult to conceive how games, which are not infpired by nature, have 
been eflablifhed among people who have never been connected. The children of Lon- 
don like thofe of Siam, amufe themfelves with playing at barrs, at top, and foot-ball. 
The kite is a diverfion that all the monarchs of India procure their lubjects ; lanterns 
are tied to them, which fliine through the darknels, and rhis light (applies the abfence 
of the fun. A piece of gold is fattened to it, tor which the people fcrainble when the 
firing happens to break, t his amufement is looked upon as fo noble, that none but 
the firfl officers have a right to hold the cord. 

This country has its (hows and diverflons, common to all nations enlightened by the 
flambeau of the arts. Although nature has denied the Siamefe the organ of an 
agreeable voice, fmging is their ruling paffion ; and from the origin of their monarchy 
the audiences that their King grants to ambafllidors are carried on in fmging. In 
new feflivals, every thing refounds with fongs already known, or impromptus, which 
are the weapons with which authors fight their battles of genius. They go to the 
temple fmging. Whenever they go out in their ballons, the men and women mingle 
their voices, and form a concert which infpire a Ample gaiety. Europeans take 
much delight in them. They have neither fh tikes nor cadences ; the ufe of notes is 
unknown to them ; they Ang without rule or method. Thole who go in ballons 
attack thofe who pafs in couplets, which they never fail to return in like manner. 
In the ceremony in which they wafh their idols, feveral families aflcmble, and proceed 
fmging to the pagoda: they all form a concert during the whole time the ceremony 
lafts ; and they return Anging to their homes. In ffiort, this predominating paffion 
is fo general, that the Arfl miffidnaries turned the rules of the rudiment into Latin 
fongs, the better to imprint them on the minds of their dil'ciples, and this method 
had the moll happy fuccefs. They have pieces which they Ang in feveral parts, and 
they execute them -with the utrnofl precifion : the women fotnerimes take the bafs. v 
Thefe concerts would have their charms, if their hoarle and difeordant inftrumeuts 
were not too loud, and deflroy the harmony. The children leap for joy when they 
hear the found of the drum or hautboy : they have a kind of violin and bafs-viol, 
which they disAgure to make them thriller. Their violins have but threp firings, and 
4^|ir hautboys are far from pofleffing the fweetnefs of ours. The crocodile is a 
piece of wood hollowed out, and on the back of which are firings which produce, the 
fame found as our pfalter. They have two kinds of drums, which pretty much referable 
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our double drums, and they Alike on copper bafms, which are more fonorous than 
harmonious. They have no iuftrument maker ; each perfon makes his own, according 
to his own tafte: the natural fupplenefs ofjiheir fingers foon renders them expert in 
the ufe of them. 

The organ is their favourite inftrument, becaufe it is that which makes mod noife; 
and to have the pleafure of hearing it, they go with eagernefs to the Chriftian church. 
Several, from the mere habit .of hearing, have, without a mailer, learnt to play it. 
All European inftruments pleafe them highly, but the moll noify always obtains the 
preference ; fuch as hautboys, drums, trumpets, and fifes. All inltruments, on which 
they play fcveral parts, are not to their liking, becaufe they do not love any thing dif- 
ficult ; for which rcal'on they affecl a contemptuous indifference for the harpfichord, 
harp, &c. The paffion the Siamefe entertain for finging Ihould infpire them with a 
tafte for theatrical representations. All the pleafing arts are connected by a chain 
which unites them. Although plays are much frequented, the profeflion of a player 
is not the lefs ignominious and abject : whoever has pradifed it is an outlaw : it im« 
pofi s an indelible difgrace, which the fplendour of wealth or patronage cannot con- 
ceal : thus the anathema bellowed among us on this profeflion is not governed by 
national prejudice, fmee the Gl^ek and the barbarian equally attach an opprobrious 
idea to it. W omen never perform ; their parts are performed by men : they would 
conceive it to be wounding the delicacy ot the fex^if they wore to expofe them to 
the public gaze. Their tragedies are only reprefentations of facts, or rather of fables, 
conlecrated by common credulity. Their comedies are the cenfurc of the manners 
and the portrait of follies; an ! they ridicule with impunity the malverfations of place- 
men, who, like others, are wife enough to laugh at them. Women are forbid the 
profeflion of acting ; and, by an inexplicable contradiction, they have dancing-women 
by profeflion, on whom the law does not i.npofe any imputation. Although not fo 
numerous at Siam ;;s among other nations of India, there arc none of the governors, 
or great officers, who do not keep them in their pay ; and whenever they give an 
entertainment, they do not fail to exhibit their talents to tempt flrangers to make 
them prefents. Within thefe few years they have invented a dance, which is much 
admired ; it is performed by a troop of young perfons of from ten to twelve years of 
age, who form a circle, and whole motions are guided by the found of inllruments. 
They fallen wings to their thighs, and wear behind them a cock’s tail, as fo many 
fymbols of their agility. The dances are compofed of feveral entrances. The dan- 
cers, always malked, either reprefent a battle or a hunting party : the more extrava- 
gant their attitudes, the more they are applauded. When the dance is a represent- 
ation of war, all the performers are armed, and thefe cowardly men infpire dread by 
their contortions. Whenever they burn the body of a minilter or great man, a 
theatre is credit’d on the fide of a river, where the adors appear habited according to 
their parts, and during three days they never quit the feene, from eight in the morn- 
ing till fev^i at night. 

The puppet-ihows, much more bold than thofe of Europe, do not fcruple to Ihew 
themfelves by day-light, to altonilh by their deceptions. The firings which put them 
in motion are within the figure, and he who w'orks them is concealed under the fiage ; 
thus every thing favours the deception. When a family is afiembled to dance every 
one is feated. You do not there obferve thofe flourilhings of the arm# difclaimed by 
nature, nor thofe movements of the feet, which are rather the image of frenzy ahd 
madnefs than the expreffion of fentiment. The groffeft buffooneries are received with 
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fdeafure when mingled with obfcenity. All thefe amufemeftfs are Hot very expenfive ; 
the King or the nobles pay the charge. All Heady people abftain from drinking or 
eating at them ; but if temperance prefides at thefe atfcmblies, the freedom of fpeech 
is well calculated to corrupt their manners. The Siamefe have not learned to blufh at 
obfeene language, for which reafon the Talapoins never appear at thefe reprefentations ; 
becaufe, being devoted to celibacy, they fhould be more referved, and refrain from 
hearing thofe things which might inflame their hearts with unholy fires. 

They have alfo wreftlers, who, inftead of the ancient gauntlet, arm the hands with 
cords. The feene is feldom fanguiriary : the athletics only fight with fifticuflfs and 
with their elbows. The race of oxen fupptics the place of that of horfes, fo much 
relifhed by many nations. Two oxen fattened to a plough run againft two others 
equally harneffed : they are trained to this exercifc. The great and rich have conli- 
derable bets on their own oxen. 

The paflion for gaming is carried to excefs ; and when this mania has fvvallowed up 
the fortune of a Siamefe, he fells even his wife and children. Chefs and trictac are 
t]*t'ir favourite games ; but they never play at cards. Cock-fighting attracts multi- 
tudes : as the field is always ftained by the death of one of the combatants, the priefts, 
who admit the metempficofis, pronounce anathemas Againft this amufement; and they 
firmly believe, that whoever expofes his cock to death, will be beaten with rods of iron 
in the other world. t 

All idle people are accuftomed to fmoke. This refource plunges them in a ftatc of 
intoxication, which lightens them of the weight of their inanity. The Siamefe women 
are as much addicted as the men to this habit of fmoking ; and the ftronger the to- 
bacco, the more agreeable it is to them. 


CHAP. VI. — The Arts and Sciences. 

THE bodily fluggifhnefs of the Siamefe feems to communicate itfelf to their mind ; 
and as they fear to aft, they avoid the fatigue of thinking. With them the arts lan- 
guifh in an eternal infancy. Whoever can read, write, and caft accompts arrogates 
the title ofMearned. 

The Siamefe poffefs a lively and docile imagination ; their objections are juft, and 
their repartees pointed. Their genius only needs cultivation ; and if the lazinefs inci- 
dent to the climate was not an obftacle to its energy, the torch of fcience and of the 
arts would illumine a country which now fcarcely fliew's a few faint fparks. Every 
one is there born a poet ; but thofe they honour with that name feem governed by 
wild and wandering fancy, which owns no propriety of rules nor reftriftions of art. 
The Siamefe language only being compofed of monofyllables and gutteral diphthongs, 
-cannot be very harmonious. Their hiltoric and moral verfes always borrow the aid of 
mufic, which conceals the bletnifhes. 1 

The philnfophy of the Siamefe has not reached the heavens, to contemplate worlds 
gliding through immenfity : they have bound it captive to the earth to aid their wants, 
and not to gratify a vain and barren curiofity. Aftronomy has not aflifted them to 
improve their navigation ; they have merely cultivated it to draw horofeopes ; and that 
fpience, intended to enlighten mankind, has plunged them in the gloom of fuperfti- 
fsiGu It was from the celebrated Caflini that they learned to find the place of the fun 
aild moon by calculation. If they were capable of application, and efpecially to follow 
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the thread of long reafoning, they would excel in every branch of the mathematics ; 
but their too ardent imagination, although clear, expires in its birth, and they rarely 
embrace the principle and confequence. 

Arithmetic is the fcience moft cultivated, becaufe the moft ufeful to a commercial 
people. It has ten chara&ers, of which the zero poffeffes the fame form and value as 
ours. The practice of calculating enables them to refolve the moft difficult problems 
inftantly ; but what they caftnot feijje at the firft moment, will never be underftood by 
dint of reflection : their fluggifh mind revolts and refufes to bend to the fame objeCt. 

The art of healing is only founded on experience. The remedies which have faved 
one, are confidered as infallible to cure all others. All the recipes are only traditions 
handed down from their anceftors, which each family carefully preferves. They pay 
no attention,, to the different fymptoms, nor to the difference of conftitutions. They 
bargain with the dodtor, who engages to cure the patient for a certain fum, which 
they are not obliged to pay him if he does not fucceed. His reputation never fuffers ; 
and when the difeafe rebels againft his remedies, fuperftition is ingenious in juftifying 
the inefficacious means employed, and the death is attributed to the influence of witch- 
craft. The moft efteemed medicines are brought from China. The natural tem- 
perance of the Siamefc makes up for the incapacity of their doctors and the inefficacy 
of their means. Diieafes are as numerous, but they are not fo fatal. The air of 
fvvampy countries caufes many fluxes and abcelL-s. All diforders produced by cold 
humours are very rare. The fmall-pox is the moft dreadful fcourge ; and notwit h. 
Handing its ravages, they defpiie the benefits of inoculation. The diieafes ariftng 
from incontinence were long unknown to them : it is a fad prefent they received from 
European corrupters. 

Anatomy and furgery are very little known among them : they employ foreigners 
to bleed, trepan, and perform all furgical operations. They make a religious fcruple 
to open dead bodies, and even thole of animals: it is true the Talapoins wave this 
fcruple ; and when the bodies are burnt, they look for fome pieces of flelh which they 
ufe for fpells in forcery. 

One ihould know the nature of the climate to approve or condemn their method of 
cure. Their firft operation is to trample on the patient, who lies extended on the 
ground ; becaufe they believe that, by foftening the body, they afford the bad 
humours a vent. They make ufe of this violent remedy with women with child, to 
procure them a more eafy labour : they have many practices in ufe with us ; i'uch as 
bleeding, cupping, leeches, purgatives, minerals, and ihnpfas. All cooling remedies 
they look upon as deadly, from the belief they hold that heat is a principle of life. 
They forbid meat broths, becaufe they too much relax the ftotnach. The patient is 
put under fuch ftrjdt diet, that a European who fhould fubmit to it would be foon 
exhaufted. They bathe in the fever, and all other diforders. Pork, fo defpifed 
throughout the Eaft, is much ufed in convalefcent Hates. The Europeans Have taught 
them the virtues of bark, and of leveral plants and vegetables, which they ufe with 
fuccefs. ■ . ■* 

Impofture has introduced chemiftry ; but this fcience, w hich difeovers the real trea- 
fures of nature, is only with them lludied by knaves, who levy contributions oil the 
credulity of the weak. Many Siamefe diftipate their fortunes in the feducing fearch. 
for the philofopher’s ftone. 

The pleafing arts are unknown among them ; at leaft they languilh imperfed and 
negleded. They fabricate no filk fluff. The fimplicity of their manners, and iheir 
arerfion to luxury, makes them indiffejrept to all thofe ornaments and decorations fo 
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on the Monarch. It ^ould be eafy to ere& a fort, which would foon become formida- 
able by its numerous defenders, who would there take refuge from the voracity of 
their oppreffors. The inhabitants would place their families and molt precious effefts 
in it. Neighbouring Kings would feck the alliance of fuch a colony, which would 
become ufeful to them, by exchanging their fuperfiuities, for articles of luxury and 
comfort. 

. Superftition, prodigal in its bounty, ornamented the Siamefe temples from the re- 
moteft periods with a very fine gold, efti mated at lcafl at twenty-three carats. They 
work it with much art ; and before they apply it to another Jubilance, they put on 
three layers of gum, the two lafl of which they only fuffer to become halt dry, fo as to 
fatten it more feciuvly. This gum which they ufe fo fuccefsfully is often adulterated, 
and to prove it they pour a drop into a baton of water ; when it finks directly to the 
bottom, without diilblving, it is of a good quality, but if it floats, and the parts fepa- 
rate, it is a proof it is adulterated. 

The country of Siam mult at one time have contained a great many gold mines, to 
judge by the idols, roofs, and fides of their temples which fhine with this rich metal ; 
but whether thelourcc has failed, or lazinels became difguited with the 1 labour ol work- 
ing them, they fell into oblivion ; and it is only within a fliort time that one has been 
re-opened, very rich, and of very pure gold. Another has more recently been dis- 
covered, near a village called Chandom. It is a white land, fhining and heavy. The 
goldfmiths of the country made feveral eflays of it, without being able to diftinguifh its 
quality. When they had melted this fubflance, they could not beat it, without its re- 
turning to fand, and the inutility of their labour caufed them to give it up. Some of 
this fand was fent to Pondichery, where more fkilful workmen found, from repeated 
experiments, that it was the top of a gold mine, where it would be found more abun- 
dant, on digging farther down. This difeovery became ufelefs, and the benefit of it 
is referved for lome conquering people. 

Although there are mines of filver, it does not feern that the government derives 
any great advantages from them. The people pick up grains in the river, which the 
waters bring down. They ufe a wooden plate, hollowed in the middle : they after- 
wards move it on the furface of the water, and with a ball of wax they pick up thofe 
grains, which attach themfelves to the wood. Although in this kingdom there are mines 
of all kinds, only thofe of lead, tin, iron, and fteel ore arc worked. Tin efpecially 
forms a confiderable branch of trade : a great deal is exported to Batavia, Madras, 
Pondichery, China, and in general to all parts of India. Its quality is very fine and 
beautiful. The mine is a black fand, which is wafhed in different waters, to detach the 
earthy particles from it. Lead, fteel, ore, and iron are exceeding cheap, which makes 
it believed the mines of them are abundant. Notwithftanding this wealth, the Siamefe 
have their iron from France, in exchange for their timbers, becaufe they find it eafier 
to cut wood, than to work a mine. It is to be prefumed their invincible averfion to 
labour has prevented them from revealing the fecret of the treafures contained in the 
bowels of their earth : they have dreaded leafl the feverity of their government might 
impofe a too painful tafk on them. It is for the fame reafon they do not like to fhew 
their fkill in fifhing for pearls, which might be carried on with fuccefs in the ifles of 
Mergui. Some years ago, a diamond mine was difeovered in the upper lands, but 
asthe mine did not produce them ready wrought, the fource was foon forgotten. 

jphis kingdom produces a kind of tin, which is exported all over the Laft Indie? : 
they ’call it r '»****’ and fpecimens of it are feen in the boxes of tea, which are brought 
to Europe j to render it harder and whiter, the Indialas mix calamine with it, 
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which is a kind of mineral rock eafy to pulverize, which being melted with copper 
makes it more brittle'} and it is this tin thus prepared which is called toutenegg. 

Rice grows fpontarieoufly in the fields, which are covered with water during part 
of the year they have only the trouble to fow it. The mud brought down from the 
mountains is the real caufe of the fertility of this country, wherever the inundation 
extends its benefits ; but elevated places, which cannot participate of its bounty, are 
dried up by the rays of the fun. When the waters are retired, the rice ripens } it is 
cut, and the fheaves are placed in heaps, in the middle of the fields. Oxen and 
buffaloes are made to walk round on it ; thefe animals tread the ftraw, and detach 
the grains, which fall on mats placed underneath : thus they have only the trouble to 
take it up. 

In the high lands the fields are crowned with ears of wheat ; its quality is pretty 
good, and it is watered by means of fome refervoirs, in Ahich they retain the rain 
water. The Siamcfe rather cultivate it from curiofity than for food ; and ft rangers 
who would make bread of it, are obliged to import flour from Surat. We fhall mew 
in the natural hiftory of this kingdom, all the productions which may be made objects 
of commerce. 


■ CIIAP. VIII. — - Natural Hiftory of the Kingdom of Siam . 

THE province of Coric contains feveral mines of faltpetre ; it alfo forms itfelf in 
the rocks and temples, from the dung of bats, which are as large as our pigeons, and 
^ which breed prodigioiifly all over the Eaft Indies. 

The cotton plant grows in a flirub, and not very high ; its branches are like thofe 
of the goofeberry tree. The cotton of Siam is more valuable for its quality than its 
colour. There is alfo a tree which produces large fruit, in which the down is con- 
tained ; they call it pancha. Thefe two kinds are very plentiful. 

Although the Siamele do not breed bees, yet they have fuch a great quantity of wax 
and honey, that a pound of wax is fold for fixpcnce, and a pound of honey for three 
halfpence. The Siamefe obferve the trees where the bees fix to make their hives. 
They cut a great part of them, at certain diftances, from twenty-feet above the ground 
to their fummits ; they make holes in the trees, into which they put pieces of wood, 
which project out about three feet. The bees never fail to form their hives round 
this wood, and one may often fee three hundred of them on a fingle tree. 

Coarfe wax is not wanting in this kingdom ; but that which the foreft flies furnifli 
is fo abundant, that they can export a confiderable fu peril uity to other countries. 

They make fealing wax with gum lack : it is the produdion of certain ants fimilar 
to thofe of Europe, which never form this gum, but on a kind of tree that is very 
thin, and not more than from ten to twelve feet in height. 

Cherian is a liquid gum, which is produced by a large tree, the wood of which is 
very beautiful, and of a very lively red. The gum is Lrown, ‘and eafily takes any 
colour they think proper to give it. 

The fea-fwallows, although lefs, are more lively than the land oaes, perpetually 
Humming on the fea coafts, and at night retiring in flocks into the hollow rocks, where 
they make their nefts, which they fallen to them by one fide, fo that their- figure, 
reprefents a fliell, whofe flat fide touches the rocks, and the reft forms a femicirde a 
little deepened. They are fcldom found as large as the hand} they are, for the far 
greater part, a third finaller. The conftrudion of thefe nefts is of filaments glued the, 
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one to the other in feveral layers. It cannot be reasonably doubted but, what it is .the 
froth of the fea which f the bird receives into and retains in its ftomach, fo as to convert 
it into a gum, Which it fpins with its beak, and arranges it in the manner of a neft 
in which it depofits its eggs. 

In trade they diftinguim three different qualities of bird’s nefts, in regard to their 
value, although they are all made the fame. The firft is the very white neft, of which 
about two pounds and a half of our weight, fells for eighteen (hillings fterling. The 
fecond fort is of thofe which begin to redden, and fell for fifteen (hillings. The third 
kind includes thofe which are nearly all red ; they fell from nine to ten (hillings. 
This trade is carried on very advantageoufly by the Chinefe, Japonefe, and Indians. 
They drefs them with poultry, and other meats, and with fi(h. They make a kind of 
vermicelli foup of it, the quality of which t is excellent to recruit the ftrength of con- 
valefcents. 

There are an itnmenfe number of peacocks in this kingdom, and the. males have a 
mod; fuberb tail, whofe brilliancy furpaffes every thing generally feen in regard to 
plumage. There are alfo a multitude of parrots and other birds, whofe feathers are 
much efteemed. 

The King of Siam draws a great profit from the quantity of deer (kins, which he 
fells to the Dutch for their trade with Japan, where thefe (kins fell well, as alfo the 
finews of the legs, which they dry, and regale themfelves with : their fle(h when drefled 
is alfo of an excellent tafte. 

Ambergris is generally found on the coafts of the kingdom. It is an efficacious 
remedy againft the ague, by taking a grain, bruifed in a fpoonfull of water. It fells 
for four times its weight in filver. 

The Siamefe find fine a b ute in their mountains. At the beginning of the prefent 
century^ forae diamonds were brought to the King of Siam, from a mine that had been 
difeovered in the high lands, but as the mines did not produce them ready wrought, 
and they have no jewellers, the Siamefe fet but little value on them, and the mine was 
forgotten. The individuals who had given thefe diamonds to the King’s officers retired 
to Pegu, piqued at not having received any recc mpenfe. 

Quantities of pearls may be fiffied in the ides of Mergui, where they are found of a 
fine water, perfectly round, and the fizc of a pea : but neither the Siamefe nor the 
Bramas of Pegu have ever difclofed the whole fource of this wealth, fearful that their 
tyrant might oblige them to labour gratuitoufly in this troublefomc fifhery. 

The forefts of Siam being full of elephants, it is not to be wondered at that ivory is 
common among them. 

Civet, mu(k, benjamin, and oils yield precious perfumes. The mulk, with which they 
trade at Siam, is found in the tefticles of the mulk-cat. When the animal is heated he 
exhales an odour of mulk wherever he goes, and imparts it to every thing he touches. 
They trade with the tefticles, which they cut off, with the purfe that contains them, 
when they have killed the animal. They find out if they are the real tefticles of the 
mulk-cat, by rubbing .a needle, through which they have paffed a thread of filk, feveral 
times with garlic, which they put into them : if the lead fmell of the garlic remains 
they are looked upon as falfe, and as objectionable merchandife. There is a kind of 
ant which alfo yields inulk ; but it is not efteemed equal to that of the mulk-cat. 

Benjamin is common at Siam ; it is brought from the upper provinces. The Sia- 
mdjg, collect this' gum very carefully : they have a confumption for it as well 'in private 
hoops , as in temples. They gather it from the trees fo negligently, that it is always 
fnlt/rf Wk. tw form 5* j n round packets, like "a large ball, which they enclofe in 
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leaves, ^ The bell benjamin of India is found at Achem, in the ifland of Sumatra, 
where it is very carefully fathered from the trees in little bits. The Mahometans put 
it into a round bag of matting, and by pouring hot water on it they foften it, and after- 
wards put this bag into a prefs, which forms a cake of benjamin, hard and compad, 
iive or fix fingers thick, in the form of a mufcle. 

Oils of different kinds are found at Siam ; as cocoa-nut oil, oil of wood, oil of girgili , 
and fiih oil : they have no olive oil, although they have ^olive trees $ the fruit has fo 
little fleih, that they can obtain no juice from it. 

The oil of cocoa is good for feafoning all dilhes, but it muft be frefh and new ; a 
few days after it is made it becomes rancid, and it can no longer be ufed but to rub 
the head, which the Siamefe always keep well oiled. When ufed in lamps it gives a 
clear light ; but it confumes farter than the others. The oil is extracted from the 
white fleih contained in the cocoa nut. They firft obtain It Very fine, by grating it 
on a piece of iron which has fmall teeth ; it is afterwards boiled in water, and, as it. 
boils, the oil which feparates from it floats on the water, and is taken off with a 
fpoon. 

The chief ufe of cocoa-nut oil in that country is to prepare a kind of pitch. When 
it is clarified, it is excellent for painting, drying very fart. It is not good for lamps, 
as it catches fire j but it ferves to make torches, which they call damas, efteemed 
throughout India. There are fmall ones made to give light in the houfes and in the 
roads : the beft of thefe torches are made of elephant’s dung* dried, pounded, and 
well foaked in this oil ; they are afterwards covered with long dry leaves, tied about 
every inch with fine fhreds of bamboo. Others of an inferior quality are made of 
rice ftraw, pounded with this oil, which are covered and tied as clofe as poflible. 
Ships carry a prodigious quantity of them, to trade extenfivcly with in different coun- 
tries of India, particularly at Pondichery and Madras. 

Oil of wood is molt plentiful : the tree which produces it is thick and large ; its 
wood is of a red colour, inclining to light brown, and but of little duration. To 
extract the oil, they make the fame as for the cheriam , a hole of about three or four 
inches in the foot of the tree ; they then light a wheft of ftraw in it, which caufes the 
oil to run, which is received into hollow pieces of bamboo. Thefe trees are found in 
the forefts. * 

Oil of girgili is extracted from a grain exactly fimilar to gunpowder. The plant is 
fmall and has many branches. The Siamefe fow whole fields of it, and it brings them 
confidcrable profit. To obtain the oil, they put the grain in hot water, and when it is 
foaked up, it is put in the prefs in a bag of matting. It is good to cat when quite 
frefh ; two days after it is made it is only ufed for lamps, or to anoint the body after 
bathing. The fubftance which is left, after having extracted all the juice, is cut into 
pieces, and afterwards makes a kind of conferve with fyrup of fugar. 

The bottom of the fea is full of coral. The fifhermen bring up whole trees of it, 
which, with their branches, may be five or fix feet high. The Siamefe form knives, 
and other fmall ornaments, out of the trunk of thefe trees. Tins coral when worked 
is of a beautiful black. 


CHAP. IX. -—Of Trees and Fruits peculiar to the Kingdom of Siam* 


THE feented woods in the kingdom of Siam are eagle wood, faflafras wood, 
we call camphirc, and fandal wood. 


which 
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Eagle wood is odoriferous ; it is only found in bits, in certainrostten places* in 
trees of a particular Rind : it is of a grey colour. The province of Chahtun produces 
more than all the others. The inhabitants have a great trade for at wkh the Chinefe 
and theMawes : when of a good quality, it is fold for at leaft a piftole the. pound* 
The trees which yield it mull have attained a certain age, becaufe this wood is found 
in its heart when it decays. 

The- faffafras is a large tree, the wood of which is as light as fir. The boards made 
from it arc only ufed for works which are not intended to laft long. The bark of this 
tree is much more precious than its wood ; it enters into the compofition of feverai 
medicines : it is alio uled to cure the venereal difeafe, with which the country is in- 
fe&ed. The Siamofe are quite naked when »they ftrip the bark from this tree : they 
take care to rub thernfelves with a kind of powder lteepcd in water, to prevent the 
vapour which iffues from it penetrating the lkin, which caufes a violent itching. This 
wood, and more e Specially its bark, fniells like camphor, and when held in contact 
any time with gold it turns it white. 

Sandal is all'o a tree the wood of which is odoriferous, but more common than the 
two firft. There are two kinds of it ; white, which the ifiand of Timor luntiilies iu 
abundance ; and the red, much fcarcer than the other, w'hich grows at Siam. The 
inhabitants put it to many ufes ; they burn it in fmall lplinters to obtain a pleafant 
odour : they reduce it with water, on a rough Hone, into an odoriferous pafte, with 
which they rub their bodies after bathing : they ufc it alfo to burn near dead bodies. 

The woods for dyeing are the Japan and fome other trees. The Inpan is lo common 
in Siam that there are u'hole fore its of it. The inhabitants have a great trade with 
the Chinefc for it, who every year load feverai veffels with it, to make the fame dye of 
it as at Japan. 

Ebony is alfo very common in Siam ; it is the heart of a tree, which has four or five 
inches of exterior wood of which they make no ufe. The Chinefe alfo come to buy 
ebony at Siam. 

Woods for cabinet making and carpenters are in great abundance. That which 
they call tecle is the belt ; it is white, and approaches to oak. They cut planks of it, 
fometimes forty feet in length and two in breadth. It is ufed there in the conltru&ion 
of veffels and lioufes. It grows very ffraight and thick, and the Item of th’e tree -is 
fometimes one hundred and twenty feet high. They form large boats of it, which in 
a tingle piece are more than one hundred feet long : they hollow it by lire, and they 
enlarge its capacity. 

Red com on is, next to tcclc, the bed wood for fhips, and the cafielt to find. Marie 
wood does not fplit, whatever nails or pegs are driven into it : it is better than all others 
to make knees for fhips. 

Iron-wood is red : it is fo called from its extreme hardnefs and weight. It is excel- 
lent to make ratters, provided the heart has been taken front the tree, which eafily 
rots ; but for the relt of the trunk, however long the tree may have been cut, it ap- 
pears as frefh as if it had only been felled two days. 

The Siamefe have no hemp ; they make their cordage of the brout of cocoa-nuts, 
and their fails are mats of large rallies. Brout is a green bark which is on. the cocoar 
nut, as it is on our nuts ; with this difference, that that of the cocoa-nut is of the thiek- 

f fs ol two inches, and its fibres may be worked into cords. There are no trees from 
itch they derive more advantages than from the cotton tree and the bamboo. 

The bamboo is a kind of reed, hollow within, and divided by fmall partitions from 
top to bottom j^^may be from twenty-five to thirty feet in height j but it only grows 

thick 
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thick in the woods, where it may be a foot in diameter. Its leaves are fcarce and pale. 
It grows by (hoots, which are feparated from each other by knots. It has branches 
and thorns, which our reeds have not. It grows fo faft, that in a month it rifes more 
than twelve or fifteen feet. It is, while yet foft, about four ‘or five feet high, that the 
Siamefe cut it to pickle in vinegar. They firll cut it in (lips, fait it, and put it in a 
jar, where the fait penetrates it : fome time after they take it out, and lay it in the fun 
to dry, which changes it from white to brown. When it is very dry, they put it in 
earthen pots with vinegar, and leave it fo for fome time ; after which it becomes 
fofter than the gerkin, which is cured in the fame manner. They fometimes add pi- 
mento, and the -grapes of pepper while dill green, which give it a very fine flavour. 
It is more ufed at fea than other preferves, bocaufe it keeps better. When this kind 
of cane is a little bigger, it is put in very thin dices in fricafees, and It much heightens 
the mod; infipid meats-; but when arrived at its full growth, il contains in its cavities a 
clear water, which is a fovereign remedy to cure lore heads, and an oil is extracted 
from it which the doctors ufe with fuccefs. 

When full grown they cut it in pieces, and draw fire from it by the friction of two 
of its twigs, to judge of its hardnefs. It grows vary dole to one another, and the 
fame roots (hoot out many dalks. While green it i'erves lor ofier to make balkets, 
and band-lathes, and l’tnall pillars to fupport their cabins are made of it. When dry 
it ferves for pods for houfes and palifades. The Cochin-Chinele even condruft barks 
with it, in which they fail on the open lea with confidence. 

The Siamefe and the 15 ram as make of it benches, preifes, ladders, houfes, and 
fplit it in three to cover the roof : they plant it round their grounds, and form hedges 
of it, which are a better defence than the ftronged walls. They make of it cafes, 
ftrong mats, figures, fails, chairs, inlaid work, and paper, by feraping it. They carry 
water in the ftraight bamboos ; thole which are crooked and ftrong ferve to carry 
eftrades, palanquins, or litters. 

Betel is a kind of leaf fimilar fo the ivy ; it grows in the fame manner, on trees or 
poles placed for it to grow on. The fmell of it is wholefome ; and the Siamefe would 
rather go without rice than betel. It has the fame property as tobacco has in Europe : 
it promotes an eafy falivation, which prevents diforders incident to warm and burning 
climates. The flaves have a certain quantity allowed them every day to animate 
them, and to take away the temptation of Healing of it ; for they will ftop at nothing 
to obtain it. 

Areka is a kind of large gland, which grows on a tree as ftraight as the palm-tree. 
The Indians eat it either green or ripe. When it is foft, they take oft the coat which 
covers the outfide, and which a good deal refembles that of the walntit. Its infide 
contains a foft and greyifh fubftance when it is not quite formed ; but when ripe, the 
coat which is on it turns yellow, and it becomes a black and rough nut, which exa&ly 
refembles a nutmeg. When it has been kept in water feveral months the hulk rots 
without the nut lofing its frelhnefs, and it con tracts a difagreeable fmell, which how- 
ever does not prevent the Siamefe from efteeming it a great delicac^. 

By mixing areka and betel they make a compofition, which is fold in (Stall packets. 
Which the Indians much ufe to redden their teeth and lips : they alfo attribute to it the 
quality of prelerving the gums from becoming foul, and of being a provocative to the 
pleafures of love. The Indian women, who are of a warm conftitution, nnd efpecialjty 
the Portuguefe, who are (till more libidinous, ufe all their art to prevail on ftrangers 
Co eat it. Its virtue is to preferve the mouth fweet, and none are found with a bad 
breath; bwt it .caufes fuch an excels of fpitting, which is quite red, that in every apart- 
, ; . ' ment 
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tnent is a fpittooti, that they may not be dirtied. The King makes his officers ptefents 
of gold boxes to keep their betel in : they are inclofed in one of the fame metal : they 
contain Separately areka cut, betel leaves, lime, and tobacco in leaves, with a fmall 
gold-handled knife to cut the areka ; and although every body is permitted tohavethenh 
of gold or filver, it is forbidden to have them of the fame form with thofe the Kin g 
gives. On the death of an officer his box is returned to the King. The women, 
who ufe this little piece of furniture, have it cither of filver or copper, according to 
their means. Whatever confidence the Siamefe may have in this mixture as to keeping 
their mouth clean, it is remarked that their tongue is in holes in feveral places, and 
that they are obliged to ferape it every morning, to clcanfe the flime which all thefe 
drugs caufe ; and few old people are feen that have not loft their teeth.. 

The cocoa-nut is one of the fruits moft ufed by the Siamefe in their repafts. They 
ufe its milk to feafon m'any of their diihes ; and they take the ferapings of the fleftj, 
and fometimes the fleffi itfelf, to heighten their ragouts. Moft of the fruits they eat 
are different from thofe of France. The woods and gardens fupply their wants : the 
fineft oranges in the world grow in Siam ; they count thirty different fpccies of them. 
The fweeteft are thofe they call fomme-kco ; it is large and rough ; its fkin is always 
green, and as thick as the little finger : when opened, the orange which it contains 
cafily comes aw ay ; its compartments feparate from one another without any trouble, 
and melt in the mouth ; the pips are fmall and few. The other kinds of oranges are 
very common, and though inferior to the firft fort, they have much more flavour than 
any we are acquainted with. 

The durio is a fruit of preference : it is the fize of our melons, and covered with 
very fharp thorns, and a fkin harder than the fhell of our chefnut. The tree which 
produces it is large and lofty ; when loaded with fruit they are careful not to ftand 
under its branches, left one of them fhould fall on their head : its weight, and the 
hardnefs of its thorns, would be the death of any one. Its fruit lias a very difagrec- 
able fmell to thofe not accuftomed to it ; and when it is opened, the feent becomes fo 
llrong that it is perceived at a confiderable diftancc. It may be laid that it is a play of 
nature, which has united in this fruit the moft offenfive odour to the moft exquifite 
flavour. The fhell contains large chcfnuts, w hich are enveloped in a yellow cream, 
the fine tafte of which compenfates for the oiFcnfivenefs of the fmell. The fondnefs 
of the Siamefe for this fruit has made them find out the means of preferving it all the 
year. They take the cream, while freffi, and make a marmalade of it, which they 
bake, and afterwards keep in a pot, fo as to have it at all feafons. 

The ajaque is a fruit much larger than the durio, and covered with a rough wrinkled 
fkin: it grows on a large and majeftic tree: they extract a copious milk from its 
leaves, and the fruit is only produced by the large branches, or on the body of 'the 
tree} the nearer it approaches the trunk the larger it grows : they ftrip off the prickly 
fkin which covers it ; it is then cut in pieces, which are fricafeed. A marmalade is 
made of its fleffi and fugar, which keeps all the year. When the f/uit is ripe, under 
a thin polifhed wood are found fifty chefnuts, inclofed in a purfe of yellow fleffi, very 
fweet, and Of a ftrong odour. Thefe nuts, broiled or boiled, hate nearly the fame 
tafte as our cjiefnuts, but they are lefs. 

The mangofteen is the fruit of a very beautiful tree, the head of which forms a 
large globe. # The fruit is large and round as an apple : its bark, which is as thick 9$ 

t e finger, is of a deep red, and has on the outfide as many lumps as there are rings 
fthin. When preffed, a yellow gum comes from it, although the rings which it 
contains are as white as milk, and arranged like the infide of an orange. This fruit is 

very 
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very delicate and refreAiing : It is eat after the duricr, the heat of which it tempers. 
The Europeans prefer this Fruit to all the others which are peculiar to this kingdom, 
becaufe it has no fmell. It is atfo eat in the nut whileit is green. The Siamefe make 
% drink bf its bark, of admirable virtue in (topping and curing dyfenteries. 

The ramauftan is a red fruit, whofe (kin is fimilar to the figure of the mulberry. 
When broken, a white fruit, and as large as the end of the finger, is found, which 
contains an almond. The ramauftan of Siam is neither fo good nor fo efteemed as 
that which grows in the kingdom of Achern, or in the illand of Sumatra. 

In (kin afid form the acajou is like an apple. Although it is a nut-fruit, it has this 
peculiarity, that its nut is outfide the fruit. The tree is not handfome, and there are 
few but what are crooked. The bloflbm of this tree is Angularly delicate and beautiful, 
and of a mod grateful fcejit. The tree refembl es in fize and appearance a fine pear 
tree. As foon as the bloflbm falls, a nut is formed in the lhape of a I'maJl kidney, 
which contains a very delicate almond, and of an excellent flavour. This fruit is never 
eat without fugar on account of its great acidity. 

In the forefts of Siam are fig trees, which bear figs like thofe of Europe, which 
form without bloflonts ; they have the form and tafte without the delicacy. When 
they are large, the Siamefe flatten them, and dry them to keep ; but it is perceived 
that they are a wild fruit. 

The atte is a delicate fruit, in the form of a fir apple : it is of a green colour, and, 
as it ripens, it becomes foft and opens ; its pulp is like fugai ed cream, and rather 
glutinous. It contains a great quantity of black pips, the (kin of which is fo hard, 
that they feem to be fo many nuts. The tree which produces it does not grow very> 
high : it yields fruit above and below, forming a kind of bulh. 

The anana is a kind of fruit whole external figure refemblcs a bullock’s heart : the 
(kin is thin and yellow. This fruit is foft, becaule it contains a fort of white cream, the 
tafte of which approaches that of new cheefe : it is full of black pips like thofe of the 
other, but rather larger and longer, as well as the fruit, which is twice as large, and 
is not equal to it in delicacy. The tree which bears it is different from the other, 
being much larger, and a ftandard. 

The guava has the exterior form of our pears ; its (kin is of a greyi(h green ; it* 
pulp is white of red j it has the perfume of the ftrawberry. This fruit would be one 
of the mod agreeable to the tafte of Europeans, if it was not mingled with an infinity 
of little feeds, which when fwallowed never digelt : its tree is very crooked, has 
l’carcely any bark, and never grows very large. 

The papa is a fruit whofe flefli is yellow, like that of the melon, but its tafte is 
totally different: its (kin is green and fmooth, and the flefli fweet: it is mingled with 
an infinity of fmall grains, which have the form and tafle of thof e of a pear, and which 
are united together in the fame manner as the feeds of melons ; and this grain, fmall 
asit is, produces a tree which, in lefs than two years, grows to the height of eighteen 
or twenty feet ; but it does not laft more than ten or twelve years, and if the root is 
touched, the trunk in a fliort time is reduced into filaments and ehrth. 

The banana, which, throughout India, is called figue bananc, is of the fize and 
fhapeof a favilla. Its green ikin, when ripe, becomes yellow', and marked with black: 
it eafily comes from the flefli, which is foft and pafty, which is what has perhaps ob- 
tained it the name of figue: it is folk! and has no pips : its tafle is , very agreeable, 
and it is gathered every month : it is generally eat raw, and fometimes roafted.:' T &e 
tree which bears this fruit never has but one (hoot, which is a large grape which co®s 
from the; centre of its top} from this (hoot hangs one or two hundred ripe baninas. 
vol. ix. 41 The 
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The tree dies; and from its root fpring up two or three others, which foon attain the 
fame. fize. They are generally as thick as a man’s thigh, fometimes as big as the 
body. 'The trunk is only formed of coats one over the other, but which always Con-' 
tinue fo foft, that let the tree be ever fo large, it may be cut through with a fabre, and 
all its coats may be ftripped off to its heart, which is only a flimy pith through which 
the liquor that forms the fruit filtrates. Thefe coats, which are the bottoms of leaves 
already fallen, are ftuck one to the other by fmall filaments, very thinly fpread, which 
nourifh them, and which caufes them to extend as the tree grows larger. When it 
comes out of the earth, only two or three leaves arc at iirft feen, J which rife perpendi- 
cular, and whofe feet, which feein wrapped over one another, form a pipe the fize of 
the little finger ; from the middle of thefe leaves fpring three others, but the firlt fade 
and fall ; their foot remains, and ferves to form the trunk of the tree, which rifes and 
enlarges as new leaves come on. When arrived at the height of five or fix feet, 
from the centre of its ftem iffues a large flower, inclining to red ; and after this flower 
appears the bananas ranged round the ftem ; the fmalleft are next to the flower. The 
trunk of the tree is eat in fricafees and ragouts. The flower has five or fix ranges. 
The leaves of the banana are the largeft of all the trees of India ; they are three or 
four feet long, by a foot and a half in breadth. The Siamefe much ufe them at their 
meals, either as table-cloths, or to place their meat on, particularly when they travel. 

The tamarind is a fouri/h fruit, contained in a pod, like that of peas : when ripe this 
pod is red. The tree on which it grows has very large branches, but the leaf is as 
fmall as that of the pimpernel. Thefe fmall leaves are placed ten or twelve on each fide 
'*of a fmall ftem which iffues from the branch of the tree. It gives an immenfe fhade, 
under which the grafs cannot grow. The Siamefe pretend it is unhealthy to fleep in 
its lhade ; they ufe its fruit to heighten the tafte of their fauces ; and when it is ripe 
they make packets of thefe pods, which keep for a long time. 

Pepper is planted at the foot of. a large tree, of which it foon embraces the whole 
trunk, and even covers the branches : it grows in grapes, like thofe of our currants : 
they are at firft green, and afterwards redden, and at length become quite black. 
When it is ripe, they let it fall of itfelf from the tree, that its quality may be better, 
and they put mats under the tree to receive it as it falls. The grains do not fall from 
the grape all at once, but only as they become perfectly ripe. 

The fugar-cane is much more common at Siam than pepper. It is a real reed, 
which grows to the height of four or five feet, the knots of which are never more 
titan a hand’s-breadth diftant from each other : from each knot iffues a leaf, which 
envelopes the cane up to the next joint, and which then fpreads. In the interior of 
the cane is an aqueous pulp, which contains the juice of the fugar. To obtain it, 
the cane is paffed between two large cylinders, turned by oxen by means of a wheel. 
As both cylinders turn inward, when the end of the cane is prefented to them it is im* 
poffible to prevent it from going quite through, fo powerful is the force that draws it. 
As it paffes through it yields its liquor. The Siamefe, who are either ignorant of or 
difdain the art of refining fugar, only ufe it in grain. 

The pine-apple is very common in Siam. The plant produces it on the top of its 
ftem, which is*not more than eighteen inches in height, and is crowned with very long 
leaves, the two extremities of which are briftled with thorns. It ftands ereft oil its 
ftfjm in the mid ft of its leaves, and its form approaches that of a large fir apple. It 
» fmall ; cu tises , under which one would imagine were kernels. Its upper e?xtre« 
limy is cQV€qfl|Hth a tuft of leaves, which feem to form a crown, and under* thefe 
leaves are frmm qSrouts, Ihort, and bent outward, which are planted and become other 
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pines. It Is multiplied by cutting the tuft ; and when thus planted in the earth, they 
throw out their item, and each item only produces one fruit,* and that only once. 
When ripe it is yellow; and when fmelt, even before it is opened, its odour ap- 
proaches that of a very ripe apple : its flelh. is white, and mingled with a good many 
cartilages. To eat it, they peel off its hard and rather prickly fkin ; it is afterwards 
lightly rubbed with a little ialt, which corrects its acidity : it is cut in dices, and af- 
terwards fprinkled vvith fugar ; and if a little wine is added, it has the quality of 
warming and ftrengthening the ftomach. 

As com does not eafxly grow in this country, and they are ignorant of or diflike 
the quality of it, the Siamefe have no bread like us. Rice is the chief article in their 
meals : they have feveral kinds ; white and red, coarfe and fine. The coarfe, which 
is that in general ufe, is differently eftectncd, according to t]ie places where it is pro- 
duced. The rice grown on high lands is of an inferior quality to that which grows in 
low grounds. As it is to be had at little coll, the poor make it their common food : 
only the countryman eats red rice, which is much larger and more nourilhing ; but 
it is alfo heavier, and is not fo agreeable to the eye as the white. The black is only 
ufed mixed with fugar and the flelh of the cocoa nut feraped over it : the tafte is good, 
but it is fo filling they cannot eat much of it. 

Fine rice is feldom thicker than a needle, and is as tranfparent as cryftal. The 
Siamefe only ufe it in fcafls and at feftivals ; they drefs a certain quantity of the grains 
with a fowl and a quarter of a goat, or a piece of frelh pork. This ragout is called 
poulo ; it is as white as fnow, and digefts the fooner and the more eafily, becaufe it is 
lighter and dryer. * 

The Siamefe have their harveft: in the dry feafon, and when the waters have retired, 
■When the inundations in certain places rife above the rice it becomes rotten ; but it 
generally grows as much as the water, and the ear appears on the furface. That 
which grows in foils never covered by the inundation is more fubftantial, has more 
flavour, and keeps longer. 

The Siamefe make their vermicelli with rice ; they eat it with a filh fauce or melted 
fugar. There is a great confumption of it in the royal city ; and it is one of thofe 
articles from which the King derives moll advantage : all thofe who deal in it pay him 
about five and thirty fliillings duty yearly ; and the number of venders being very con- 
fiderable, it brings immenfe funis into his treafury. The diftillers of brandy, who are 
numerous, and alrnoft all Chinefe, are alfo obliged to pay heavy duties for diftilling. 
As an immenfe quantity of rice is confumed in Siam and its environs, they ufe the 
dregs that remain after they have extruded the brandy to fatten the pigs, the con- 
fumption of which is fo much the greater in this country, as it is forbidden to fell 
butcher’s meat, fuch as oxen, cows, and calves. Superftition has forbidden the ufe 
of them, becaufe they believe that, according to the principle of metempficofis, thefe 
animals have been the fanduary of their divinities. Befides, this meat is dry and 
infipid, and common game has no flavour ; but their fwine’s flelh is far fuperior to 
that of the pigs of Europe: it is delicate and of eafy digeftion ; when it has been 
failed for a day the dodors prescribe it to convalefcents in preference to poultry or 
boiled meats. » 

When the Siamefe drink the brandy they call arak, they take a large wooden platen 
on which they place a large china bowl, containing two or three pints of brandy ; on 
the top they put a cup, which floats on the liquor, and around the bowl are feveai|d 
fmail pots, in which are faked and pickled fruits, fmall filh dry and roalted, baked 
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and faked eggs. Thyy fit round this difh, and every onehelpshimfdf to what he 
likes beft ; but they generally give the preference to what moil creates thirft, and 
by turns dip the little cup into the brandy, and drink as .they converfe. After they, 
have all drank three or four cups, the provifions are ferved in, &nd during the whole 
repaft they never drink: when their appetite is fatisfied, they drink a large cup of 
water, wafh their mouths, and immediately take their betel. 

Balachan is made from fmall lobfters, which we call Ihrimps. They pound them 
with fait into a kind of pafte, which they bake in the fun for feveral days ; they take 
care to ftir it about, which fpreads a difagreeable fmell all around. This pafte with 
them fupplics the place of butter, fortifies the ftomach, and fharpens the appetite. 

It is to be obfervcd, that in all hot countries the ftomach lofes its activity by a too 
copious perfpiration, and confequently every thing which warms it is a principle of life 
which repairs its Ioffes. Thofe who manufacture this balachan are very careful to fave 
the watef which drains from it, and fell it very dear in bottles hermetrically fealed ; 
and every one lays in a ftock of it to feaf'on their difhes. 

There is a kind of brown grafshopper which to them is a delicate food ; as likewife 
fpider’s eggs, of which they diftinguifh feveral kinds. They prefer the eggs of thofe 
fpiders which make their holes in the ground, and which are only found in the woods. 
Their bite is as dangerous as that of the tarantula. 

They have alfo a kind of toad, which they call houhan, a name which is the ex- 
preflion of their cry, which is fo loud, that two are fufficient to difturb a whole 
Country. This animal is quite round and very frightful ; his head can fcarcely be per- 
ceived. It is probable that the inhabitants confume a great many of them, for num- 
bers are feen in the public markets ready fpitted. 

The bamboo rat is a very choice food ; it is in fhape like the common rat 5 its tail 
is quite red, and it is without any hair, like a worm : it is as large as our cat. It is 
called bamboo rat, becaufe it feeds on that wood, and especially on the young fhoots. 
They are reared in all the houfes, and they become tame, and make cruel war with 
the common rats ; but their ravages are greater than thofe they would prevent. The 
field rat is a much-cfteemed food, and is very plentiful. 

A food which they confider exquifite is a fmall deer, not bigger than a hare, but 
with longer legs, a fine flender body, the legs not thicker than a quill : its foot is 
cloven like the common deer, of which it poffeffes all the agility. It is taken in the 
woods with nets. The eggs of the talagoie are reckoned exquifite eating. The talagoie 
is a kind of lizard, but much larger than our common lizards : it is extremely lively 
and active ; it climbs along the trees ; it is not mifehievous, nor is its bite dangerous. 
Its tongue is fplit half its length, from whence the Indians fay it has two tongues. It 
moves both parts of its tongue as we move our fingers, without the motion of one part 


caufing that of the other. This animal much refembles the crocodile, except that it 
does not like the water. They partake of few meals without having falted or pickled 
fruits. They fait them in this manner : they take them when their kernels are green 
and foft ; they throw them into a large jar or water with fome fait. The marion, a kind 
of large white plumb, is excellent when thus falted ; the water itfelf of it is not bad ; 
it takes by degrees the flavour of the fruit, with a little fait, which improves the tafte 
’of the rice. They fait mangoes in the fame manner, which is a fruit whofe form and 
tafte is wholly different from all the produftions of Europe. It is in fhape fomething 
fis (beep’s kidney, and fometimes grows very large ; it is not uncommon for them 
to two pounds, but its general fize is that of a large pear. Its flefh is yellow ; 
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its kernel very flat and large; its odour approaches to turpentine. As its flavour is 
agreeable, and its quality heating, the Siamefe eat it with vinegar, efpecially when 
fomewhat large; 

They make ufe of falted ducks’ eggs, which they preferve feveral months without 
fpoiling. They put a good deal of clay round each egg as a cruft, and when they 
want to eat them, they take off this cruft and harden the egg : it is thus they preferve 
their melons* which they fait in dices, and which they always keep excellent. They 
alfo ufe finger, which grows abundant in this kingdom: the Dutch make an excellent 
preferve of it, which they export to Batavia ; but it is too heating. 

Silver and corries are what the Siamefe prefer receiving in exchange for their pro- 
du&ions ; but they have a predilection for coloured linens, muflins, carpeting, and 
filks, efpecially thofe of China, which being gayer and lighter are more fuitable to 
the climate. This tafte, however, is not cxclufive, as they anxioufly feek for the 
fcarlets and velvets of Europe ; and it is with thofe articles our merchants might render 
the Siamefe tributary to their induitry. 

Mufkets, gunpowder, and flints would command a quick fale and confiderable 
profit. The Siamefe would willingly take them in exchange for their molt valuable 
productions, and would even pay for them in the money of their country, which con- 
lifts in fmall balls of filver, marked at the corner by the King. 

The fale of opium is abfolutely contraband : the forbidding the introduction of it 
into this kingdom originates in the difpofition of the people to abufe the ufe of it. Its 
efleCts have at different times caufed the greateft ravages : the prefent King has paffed 
fentence of death on feveral of his fubjeCts who had tranfgrcffcd this law. The Siamefe 
accuftom themfelves to take it, beginning by a grain, and encreafing the number to 
half a dozen. Some fwallow it, but the greater part fmoke it, which caufes a fleepy 
drunkennefs. They fay then they have l'ublime and grand ideas ; each has dreams 
agreeable to his temperament ; the ambitious man beholds at his feet monarchs and 
Haves in chains ; the bilious man is feized with vifions of horror and difrnay ; the mild 
and benevolent man beholds all the world applaud him. However, there is nothing 
fo facred that the Siamefe is not ready to break through to procure this root, which 
fells for its weight in filver, which is not furpriling among a people who believe that 
dreams are books in which the fates are written. 

Although all climates moft expofed to the vivifying rays of the fun prefent us with 
productions which nature refufes to colder regions, fhe ftill difpenfes her bounty, and 
northern countries have their peculiar riches. Throughout India are to be found 
peas, potatoes, cibol, radifhes, fmall cucumbers, gourds, water-melons, parfley, 
balm, forrel ; but all thefe vegetables only refemble ours in the name. They are not 
acquainted with our roots, nor the different herbs which compofe our fallads, which 
fhould be attributed to the negligence of the people, and not to the fault of the foil. 
Since all our herbs tranfported to Batavia have not degenerated, it may be prefumed 
they would have equally fucceeded in Siam. 


CHAP. X. — Animals. 

AMONG all quadrupeds the elephant may be faid to hold the firfUrank, whether 
as ta its bulk, ftrength, and utility, or for the inftinCt which this animal feerasto 

J soffefs in a fuperior degree. No country in the univerfe produces finer than are to be 
ound in Siam ; the larger are as much as twelve feet high. Its bulk is proportionate 
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to its height ; its feet are as ftraight as columns, and tl# under part ii very foft, l'o 
that you fcarcely hear it tread. When it walks it puts forward the two legs of the 
fame fide, which gives an uncouth and fatiguing inofion to its body, and confequently 
to thofe who ride it, particularly if they are not accuftomed to it. It has beat thought 
that the/' never lie down ; but that is an error which is now correct ed : they lie down 
like other animals, but they generally fleep Handing and without fupport. With his 
trunk he blows the duff from the place where he would lie, and makes it much cleaner 
than if it had been fwept by the molt carciul domeltic. After he lies down, he puts 
the end of his trunk into his mouth, for fear the ants Ihould get) into it ; and if, not- 
withftanding this precaution, any one has the addrefs to penetrate into it, he becomes 
enraged, and blows with violence, to get rid of l'o troublefome a guelt. 

He ufes his trunk as a hand, to carry whatever he eats to his mouth, which is final!, 
when compared to the coloflal form of his body ; his under jaw in particular is very 
finall. When he would drink, he takes in his trunk about half a pail-full of water, 
which he -pours into his mouth. With his trunk he tears off the branches of trees, of 
which he cats the leaves or mofs, and if he does not find them juicy, he beats them 
on one of his legs. When he finds a trunk of a banana tree, which is foft, but too 
large to put in his mouth he takes care to hold one end in his trunk, while he fplits 
the other with his teeth, when he has made it fit to be chewed, he takes it to his mouth. 
In fhort no animal eats with fo much cleanlinefs. 

Their ffrength furpaffes that of all other quadrupeds. Formerly they were loaded 
with towers, filled with foldicrs, and they often decided the fate of battles. Their two 
teeth weigh about two hundred and thirty pounds. It is difficult to conceive how fo 
ftrong an animal Ihould be fo eafy to manage. A common rope confines him, tied 
by the hind feet to a tree, but when he is enraged,' or frightened by any fudden noife ; 
fuch as thunder or the report of cannon, to which he is not yet accuftomed, he breaks 
ropes thicker than the wrilt, as eafily as he would break a thread. Only his keeper 
can calm his fury, and even his voice he depifes when at heat. Fortunately nature has 
furnilhed him with the means of appealing the burning flumes which torture him. 

Although the elephant is at rut, and always lives among females, they never couple 
in the houfes ; they then feek the woods and retired places ; it feems as if their modefty 
was afhamed of their natural wants. When the male is enraged, it is luflicieut to fhew 
him a female, and he becomes quiet and tractable. 

If a domeftic female elephant is to be covered, Ihe muft be fuffered to go into the 
woods, with trammels, that flic may not ftray too far ; flic does not fail to get covered, 
and Ihe then immediately returns home. She goes twelve months, and when nigh 
bringing forth, they let her go into the woods, becaufe they believe Ihe would rather 
burft than bring forth in any inhabited place. She afterwards returns home with 
her young one. 

The elephant has only two teats which are placed between the two fore legs ; and 
as the young one cannot reach its mother’s teats, it draws the milk with its trunk, and 
then puts it in its mouth. Thefc animals never exert their ffrength againft their 
keepers : a compaflionate gcntlenefs feems to form their character ; and when they meet 
a flock of flicep^, they difperfe them with their trunk, as if they were afraid of crofhing 
them with their weight. Although ufed for war, they never contract that ferocity 
which the cuft^m of /bedding blood infpircs, and their natural wildnefs has an air 

^he load of an elephant at Siam is not proportioned to his ffrength : in general he 
writv carriaa twelve hundred pounds weight, and even with that, they cannot make 
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him go very far. When lie finds himfelf too much fatigued, he fwells his belly, breaks 
in an initant all the girths and cordages, and throws down his load j rather from tazinefs, 
than being unable to fupport fo g'reat a weight. 

The King and perfons of quality generally ride on elephants. They either ufe a 
ladder to get on his back, or make him kneel down. He holds out a leg, on which 
they ftep, and he never rifes till they are feated. His ftep is much longer than that of 
a horfe : his trot is pretty quick : he never Humbles nor gallops. The ufe they derive 
from him has infpired the Siamefe with the utmoft refpeCt for this animal ; they have 
the fame regard for* them they have for the human fpecies, and they would place 
them in equality with men if they had the ufe of fpeech : especially thofe belonging 
to the King are treated with moll diftinftion : they have their Haves, the number of 
which is proportioned to their opinion of their lagacity. Thq white elephant, which is 
the firft in dignity, has a hundred fervants to take care of him : the fides of his palace 
are all gilt ; inftead of troughs, he has two bafons of maffive gold, and the moft 
dignified mandareens do not think it any difgrace in devoting thcmfelves to his fervicet 
the honours which are paid to him extend even to his relatives ; for the Siamefe 
diftinguiih thole animals by the fame family names which are ufed in Europe among 
men. This refpctl originates in the fyftcm of metempficolis : they believe the fouls of 
Kings and heroes pafs into the bodies of elephants. The white are the moll eftcemed 
and are molt rare. They let a great value on black ones, but there are few of that 
colour. 

They ufe this animal alfo to draw water and large pieces of timber. When employed 
in this work he does not l'eem to make the leal! effort j he walks as eafy as if he had 
no burthen to draw. They tile him likewile to lhove vcffels into the water with his 
backfide, and to throw down buildings, when there is danger that a lire may fpread 
to the neighbouring houfes. 

The Siamefe are thcmfelves too* idle to derive all the advantages they might from 
fo ufeful an animal ; they only ieem to value it for the effect and pomp it gives to 
the travelling of their King. It is true they fell a great number every year at Mergui, 
and derive a great profit from their teeth, in which they deal largely with the people 
of Surat and Europe. 

One of the exercifes in which they inltrud the Princes of the kingdom, is to ride 
the elephant, as the nobility of Europe are taught to ride the horle ; it is more particu- 
larly in the manner of riding on the neck, that the moll acklrefs is’ fhcwn. It is not 
poflible to fit on his back, on account of its breadth ; befide that, he could not be 
managed at 1'uch a diftance. Inffead of a ftirrup, they make ufe of a thick cord which 
goes round his neck. The moft fkilful riders throw a noole running, with wonderful 
dexterity, to take thofe which are wild. This chafe, which is the moft noble, is only 
permitted the Kings and Princes, although the woods are full of thefe animals. A 
male always goes at the head of a great number of females, which excites among the 
males jealoufies and battles. The females never interfere in tliefc quarrels, and full of 
refpeCt .for fpirit and courage, they abandon him that flies, and always follow the 
conqueror. As in thefe hunting parties, the King and Princes take a great many 
elephants, they keep the fineft for their own ufe, and fend the others to* Mergui, to be 
fold to merchants who come from the coaft of Coromandel to trade in them, and who 
bring in exchange the fmeft linens and fluffs from Bengal, Surat and Perfia. There 
is fcarcely a year that at leaft fifty elephants are not fold. This trade forms the moft 
Iblid wealth of the Siamefe, who by this fale, and that of their teeth, procure them- 
felves foreign productions. 

The 
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The King referves this trade to himfelf, and no one elfe may carry it on. There 
are tenants who are obliged to pay into Hie royal treafury a certain number of teeth. 
This obliges them to go a hunting for them, and obtain as many as will furni/h the 
given number. They often conceal the produce of the chace, and fell the overplus 
clandeftinely, but not without rifk, both to the feller and buyer j they both are liable 
to be condemned for life to cut grafs for the King’s tame elephants, a punilhment the 
more fevere, as all the defcendants of thofe thus condemned remain for ever in this 
flavery, unlefs liberated by a fpecial pardon from the King. 

The inflinct of the elephant places it above all other animals, and the Siamefe 
efteem it fo much, that many, to the difgrace of the human mind, are loaded with 
titles, and endowed with the firft dignities in the kingdom. 

It muft be confeffed that this animal without his trunk would appear molt ftupid ; 
but as it ferves him for arms and hands, it would almoft be imagined that this pro- 
digious mafs thought and reafoned ; fo dextrous is he in the ul'e of it to do whatever 
he is ordered. 

Among fifty of thefe animals, that the King of Siam had font to Mergui to be fold, 
was one more terrible, and more difficult to be conducted than any of the others : he 
knew no one but his keeper, and would obey no one elfe whatever. All thefe ele- 
phants were put into a large garden, near the Chriftian church : they were all tied 
by the hind feet, each one to a feparate tree, feme diftance apart ; that they might 
not annoy each other ; and as thefe animals are always eating they put before them 
a bundle of grafs, and branches of the cocoa-tree and banana-tree. When this elephant, 
who was called Cerca, faw that his keeper was abfent, he very dextroufly untied 
the rope which fattened him to the tree with his trunk, and went and car the grafs 
and banana-trees of another elephant. If the other keepers tried to make him return 
to his own tree, without minding them, he Ihewcd his teeth, fo that they were all 
obliged to retire ; they could not accompliffi it till his keeper came : as foon as the 
animal faw him, he returned to his place, and appeared gentle and quiet. After having 
played this prank for feveral days, his keeper beat him well with a (tick, which he 
bore very quietly without the leaf! (hew of anger. The keeper afterwards was eating 
with fume of his comrades, a few paces from this elephant ; the animal took up a (lone 
from the ground and holding it balanced in his trunk as if at play, threw it direttly 
into the earthen pot that held his keeper’s wine or brandy, which broke it and fpilt 
all the liquor : this enraged the man and drew on him another (hower of blows, which 
he again took very quietly. Every day thefe animals are feen to do every thing their 
keeper tells them to do, as to falute thofe they pals, pick up whatever their conductors 
who are feated on their neck, let fall, and immediately give it them. This animal 
takes an extraordinary affection to thofe who have the care of feeding him. An 
example was witneffed at Pondichery, in regard to a very drunken foldier, who every 
day gave fome fruit to an elephant. One day this foldier, being drunk, after giving 
fome fruit to this elephant, fell afleep at his feet. The animal began to gently rub 
him with his trunk.' Some other foldiers, fearful that with his careffes he might hurt 
their comrade, would have taken him up : the elephant, far from permitting it, . 
prefented his» teeth to whoever attempted to approach, and watched the man tlu he 
awoke, without ever allowing any one to come near him. 

Similar traks are every day obferved, which diet# how grateful this animal is for 
kindnefs (hewn him. He has a natural affection for monkies : for the Siamefe 
keep a monkey in the place where they have their elephants ; they think thaftif any 
ad air fliould pafs through it would fall oa the monkey, and not hurt the elephants. 
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There are other animals he has in abhorrence. He cannot boar,a fowl : which obliges 
them, in veffels which tranfport elephants, to take great care that the fowls do not get 
out of their coops. They relate, that on board a vefl'el that was carrying elephants, 
a fowl having got loofe, and jumped upon thefe animals, they became to unruly, they 
were fearful they would deftroy every thing y fortunately the fowl fell under the feet 
of an elephant, who inflantly crulhed it, which reftored tranquillity in the /hip. They 
equally abhor the tiger and the crocodile ; for which reafon the King of Siam fomc- 
titnes gives a combat between an elephant and one of thefe animals. The fight draws 
an immenfc concourfc of people. In this combat the elephant has the head covered 
with firong leather, to fereen his trunk in it, and protect it from the claws of the tiger ; 
he rulhes towards him, and endeavours to pierce him with his teeth, or to llrike him 
with his trunk, whiclrhe takes care immediately to draw within this leather ; for if the 
tiger caught it with his claws, he would become the conqueror, but if the elephant ran 
put his foot on the tiger, he immediately crufhcsand kills him. 

In the fame manner he fights the crocodile ; he endeavours to pierce him under- 
neath with his teeth, or to take him up in his trunk, and throw him into the air, and 
crulh him under his feet when he falls again. But his moll formidable enemy is a 
fpecies of tiger, very fmall it is true, but fo active, that, he fprings on his back, and 
tears him till he drops dead. The ul'ual atnufement of the Kings of Siam is hunting 
elephants : they do it three ways ; one is to noofe them as they run in the woods ; the 
other to lay fnares for them, in which they are caught by one foot : the third mode, 
which is the moft dextrous, and affords moll fport, is to drive them into a circle, from 
which they*cannot get out without being taken : they employ the females to attrafb them 
into this fnare. 

Much ad drolls is required to noofe them, and it is in this exercife, the young Lords are 
chiefly inftruded. The whole art confifts in throwing the noofe without being them- 
felves entangled in it. They have fchools where they inftruct pupils in this art, and 
many become fuch adepts, that, mounted on one of thefe tame animals, they noofe the 
wild elephant by the foot, although he does not rife it from the ground more than fix 
or feven inches. When the animal is in the cord, they let him run in the woods, where 
he foon entangles himfelf in the brambles and roots of trees, in which the noofe 
catches. They then try to familiarize him with domeftic elephants ; they tie him to 
them when he is cowed by hunger : they take him from the woods, and carry him 
into the city, w here, in a few days, he becomes as tractable as the others. 

..The fecond manner of taking wild elephants in fnares, is generally uled by thofe 
who are obliged to fupply the King with a certain number of their teeth annually. 
Although according to their pi inciples, it is a great fin to kill thefe animals, yet intereft 
often carries it over religion, and the king allows thole to be killed which are ill made, 
and have natural defeats, for examples, the ears, fee. &c. The monarch, to excul- 
pate himfelf from this fin, alledges that it is not he that kills them, and that he com- 
mits that charge to men polluted by iniquity. • 

They lay thefe fnares thus. At certain dittances in the wood they throw noofes 
cpiite open, along the path, where they prefume the elephant will pafs. Thefe noofes, 
which are made of cord and buffalo’s bide, on one part touch the ground, and on die 
other are elevated about a loot from it. At the end of the cord, which may he twelve 
or fifteen feet long, is, fattened a piece of wood in the form of a fmall anchor. When 
the elephant has caught his foot in this noofe he drags it for fome time, till it 
fattens to the roots of the trees ; the more the animal drives to difenggge hiralelf, the 
vol ix. 4 k tighter 
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tighter the nooffe embraces his foot : the pain this creates caufes him to remain ftill : 
he then eats every thing around him within his reach, till he falls from weaknefs 
and dies. 

The third manner of taking elephants is the mod dextrous and mod amilfing. They 
drive them into a place furrounded with large flakes, from whence they cannot get 
out without being taken. In the fuburbs of the royal city, near the bridge which 
joins it to terra fwma , is one of thefo large enclofures : it is a long fquare, fliut with 
two doors, made of flrong bars : the door next the country is Ample, but that oppofltc 
to it, on the outfidc refembles the pen, in which horfes are placet! that are difficult to 
be (hod. This pen is proportioned to the fixe and rtrength of the elephants : it has 
two doors, one of which opens into a place furrounded with flakes, about a foot 
diftant from each other : and the fecond is at the other end : to get out of it, the door 
lifts up and down in grooves. They call this invention pi mate , which has given that 
name to that quarter of the city, and the bridge that leads to it. 

When they would bring the wild elephants to get them into this enclofure, they 
fend ten or a dozen female elephants into the woods, at the head of which goes that 
one which is beft trained, who carries on its back a large bundle of boughs, in which a 
man is concealed, to give the nectfl'ary fignals. They are no fooncr in the woods 
than fome male comes to keep them company ; then the man that is concealed, gives 
his elephant the fignal to return towards the enclofure. ’They return (lowly eating 
the leaves of the trees they meet with. The male elephants follow them, and if it 
happens, that they flray a little to leek for food, the females rejoin them, and take care 
to keep them in the midft of them. This fport fometimes lafls fcveral days v when the 
males, more familiarized with them, follow them inflinctively. By degrees they approach 
the enclofure ; the belt trained elephant enters firfl, and the others follow, male and 
female. When they are all in, they drop the Hiding door, and they are thus all flrnt 
up in the enclofure. 

While the males arc on the other fide, they take out the females by degrees, but 
when they perceive that the number of females diminifhes, they become enraged, beat 
thofe that remain, and run round the enclofure to find a place to get out at. The 
door of the pen which leads outwards is opened, and they fhew a tame male elephant 
through the bars of the other. As foon as the wild elephant perceives him, he enters 
the pen to attack him ; but fcarcely has he entered it, when the door is let down, and 
he finds himfelf taken, without being able to turn, becaufe there is only juft room 
enough for his body. They then put a noofe round each foot, taking a half turn 
round each flake that correfponds with his legs. Then the tame elephant retires, the 
barred door is open, the wild elephant druggies, and makes vain efforts to rufh on the 
tame one, who {hews his teeth at him. They flacken the cords that hold him by the 
Jeet by degrees, and when all his body is out of the pen, two large tame elephants 
Came and place themfelves one on each fide, and they tie them all three together. 
His new companions, take care to give him finart blows with their trunk, to make hirn 
go on ; and when his pace is too flow, another tame elephant which follows him, pricks 
him with his teeth behind, which makes him quicken his fteps. They thus take him 
to the river, from whence, after being well vvafhed and refrefhed, they take him to a 
ftablt\ where they tie his neck and a leg to a flake, which turns on a pivot at top and 
bottom. His fexertions fatigue and exhauft him, and by turning round with his flake, 
htl becomes ftill and quiet. The tame elephants qqme and take him tied to themfclves 
.10 the river the fame as the firfl time. 


To 
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To thefe ceremonies, they add a rigorous abftinence,. which, by cxhaufting his ftrength 
in a month’s time renders him as docile and tame as the others. They only give 
him a fufficient quantity of food to prevent him actually dying with hunger. This diet 
makes him very lean, but as foon as he gets tame, he regains his condition in a fhort 
time. All the males that are in the enclofure are ferved in the fame way. Tame 
elephants are fo numerous in this kingdom, that they can eafily find four or five for 
the fervice of each of the new ones. The King, as well in the city as in the villages, 
always maintains about five-hundred. This fport may be looked upon, as the only 
amufement of the ccnirt and nobles ; it is befides very lucrative to the King, and when 
thole taken are not handfome enough to be preferved, they are fold to the Mahome- 
tans, who come to buy them, to tranfport them into thoempirc of the mogul. This 
fport would ceafe to be a pleafure to them, if intercil did not find its account in it. This 
lazy nation never emerges from its natural indolence, except when awakened by the 
love of gain. It is true they hunt crocodiles and tigers, but it is generally only after 
thofe cruel animals have devoured many men and beads. 

The manner in which the Siamefe take thef* animals is very curious. Sitting one 
day on the Ihore, I law a number of boats, in which they were Ihouting and fplalhing 
with their oars, to oblige the crocodile to go near the land, where they were to lame 
or Ihoothim. It is the molt terrible of all amphibious animals. Its lhapc rel'emblcs 
the lizard, except that along the fpine of the back he has as it were fins of two or 
three inches, which are as hard and as folid as the red of his Ikin, This animal, which is 
generally eighteen or twenty feet long, has a large jaw, armed with murderous teeth. 
The King of Siam has them taken alive, and keeps them in parks, to fight with the 
tiger and elephant. This is one of the grand diverfions of the court. The combat 
between the tiger and the crocodile terminates in the death of both. 

Of all quadrupeds, the dronged and larged after the elephant, is the rhinoceros, 
who lives in the forcfts. His Ikin is a great object of trade. The animal, whofe fenfe 
of duelling is very fine, always gets under the wind ; it is in marlhy places, which he 
inhabits by preference, that the hunters lay fnares for him ; he lies down to deep or 
wallow in muddy waters. Though dangerous when enraged, he is very eafy to furprife. 
His fize is nothing extraordinary, he is in general the height of a large afs, and would 
exactly referable it as to the head, if he had not above the nofc a horn about a hand’s 
breadth in length. When angry he Iwclls, and appears hideous. His ikin is brown* 
and fo hard, that a muiket ball cannot penetrate it. His tongue is bridled with fuch 
a rough membrane that he flays whatever he licks. lie breaks with cafe the hardeft 
thorns, and his mouth is fometimes all bloody with them. The hunter aims his Ihot 
between his ears, becaufe it is the only place the ball can penetrate. 

It is an error univerfally received in Europe, that the rhinoceros is the declared 
enemy of the elephant. The Siamefe have never remarked this antipathy, and 
when in travelling l have been obliged to flop near fprings of water, which are found 
here and there in the woods, I have often obferved quite frelh marks of the feet of 
elephants and the rhinoceros, and my guides have never fp’oken of that natural 
averfion, which it i« laid divides thefe animals. I could difeover no figns of thofe 
bloody combats which always colls the file <A one oi the adverfaries. Jf thefe conflicts 
were real, trees would be obferved overthrown, and the earth torn up, as is obferved 
in places where elephants have fought again 11 one another : and yet it in places where! 
there is water, that the two fpecies might eafily meet. The elephants frequent them to 
bathe, and the rhinoceros goes there to leek the thorny wood, on which they feed. 

The Siamefe fometimes rear thefe animals, to make prefents of thjjpffn to the Emperor 
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of China. They are obliged to take all thofe caught in the woods to the King’s court, 
and this commiflion is verv dangerous, Chiefs they take the precaution to kill the dam, 
who proteCls ^them with fury. She never has but one young one at a time, and it is 
not known how many months 'the goes, becaufe they have me v or had the females when 
with young in a domcftic (late. 

The rhinoceros commonly feeds on the fharpeft thorns : he never lies down but in 
muddy places and in the thickest furelts : he turns up the earth like the pigs to find 
different' roots. The Siatnefe find his flcfh exquifile, wiiich is not fuVprifing, as he 
feeds on nothing but roots. It is a delicate prelent they make tlv.y'r friends ; and when 
it is fmoked, they make it an article of commerce. They are alio very careful to pre- 
ferve its blood, and efpecisljy that of the heart, believing it to be a fovereign remedy 
for complaints in tile bread, and dilbrders incident to women. They didblve a little 
of the blood in brandy o'r rice-water, and take a fmall dole every morning : and from 
his horn they make cups, which they regard as a powerful antidote agaiuit all kinds 
of poifon ; and it is in confcquence of this belief that mod of the Kings of India will 
only drink out of cups of this Jubilance; and (bine horns fell as high as a hundred 
crowns. When lplit through the middle, different figures are obfervablc ; and the 
eye, deceived, fancies men, animals, trees, and fruits : in fhort, every part of its 
body is confidered medicinal. 

The Siamefe make light lhields of his (kin. which are bullet-proof: they prefer the 
fkin which covers the thighs and fhouiders, which are more fcaly than the other parts 
of the body. The reft of the fkin is not ufelefs ; they dry it in pieces, and when they 
would eat it they boil if ; it becomes very tender, and when well done they attribute 
to it the quality of purifying the blood. So many ufeful qualities would render the 
rhinoceros a valuable animal if he could be as eafily tamed as the elephant j but art 
has yet never fucceedcd in conquering his natural ferocity. 

There are levers 1 fpecies of tigers in the woods of Siam ; and though India in ge- 
neral feenis to be the country of thele favage animals, it may be faid that the kingdom 
of Siam is l heir dwelling in particular ; the fpecies are there more various. The royal 
tigers are the molt dangerous ; they make cruel war with men and horned cattle : their 
body is covered with black and yellow ftripes : they tire but three feet high, but very 
long : their paws are immenll, and their claws very large ; they withdraw them or put 
them out like the cats : their horrid and fiery countenance betrays their refllefs and 
furious difpofitlon; their fpark ling eyes difeover them in the night, by being per- 
ceivable at a confidcrabie diilance. '1 hey boat the ground with their tail while watch- 
ing their prey, and (jpring on it as the cat does on a moufe : they fay that if lie mitfes 
his prey in the three fprings he makes, he quits it for ever. His cry is fometimesfhrill 
and fometimes dreadful : he has the cunning to hide himfclf among the bufhes, from 
which he feldom miffes the prey he marks. 

The terror of his countenance damps the flouted courage. Men have been found, 
till then intrepid, who have let their arms fall from their hand, and fuffer themfelves 
to be devoured, without thinking of defending themfelves. This, terror that he in- 
fpires extends to all animals : they loft their ftrength and become motionlefs at his 
look, and have not even power to fly. It is however certain, that if one has the 
courage to remain firm, and not to fly, he himfelf lofcs his intrepidity, and feems to 
refpect valour in others, and only to delight in eafy conquefts. 

-They diftinguifh another kind, which they call biba : they are the fize of our com- 
mon dogs : th«k fkin is yellow, and fpotted with round black fpots : he feldom attacks 
■ ■ ■ ■ “ 8 men 
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men or cattle, but is very deftru&ive to fowls, goats, deer, and young ^pigs ; for the 
old ones do not fear tmn, and even ftoutly defend themfelves .agaiult the ftrongeft- 
tigers. 

During mj^refidence in this kingdom they told me of a eombat between a large tiger 
and a ftrong boar, in which they both died of their wounds. There are feveral other 
kinds of l'mall tigers, not larger than our cals ; they get into the houfes at night, where 
shay make great, havoc among the poultry : when the dogs can lay hold of them, they 
do not lpare them. 1 faw one entirely fpotted with a deep violet colour : 1 never faw 
fo beautiful a fkin : tq feed it, it required a fowl every day, which it loon devoured. 

They have alfo a kind of pole-cat which yields mufk, but whofe quality is much 
inferior to that of the mufk-cat, On our return to Europe we had one of thefe pole- 
cats on board the veil'd, which very much annoyed us by the linell it emitted : it had a 
particular pah age by which if diddled its nniik, and whenever* that part was touched it 
uttered doleful cries*. At Siam there is alfo, as in all India, mufk-rats, which get into • 
the houfes. Every time they utter a cry they give an exhalation of mufk, which by its 
ifrength caufes the h-ad-ach ; and if it continues its cries the fmell becomes infup- 
por table. 

The Siamefe breed but few cattle, becaufe their religion forbidding them to eat 
their lldh, the trouble of breeding them becomes burthenfome ; neverthdel’s, they 
have domeflie oxen, but the wild ones, which they cal! catins, are much ftronger 
and larger. Their terrible horns, which they life dextroully againft tigers, are their 
common arms. When the Siamefe kill them in the woods, :hey fmoke the flelh, be- 
caufe it is the only way to preforve it in a country where the exedfive heat Ipoils every 
thing : but they have no great fale for it ; for the continual perfpiration l'o weakens 
their ftomachs, that they cannot digeft fo ftrong and grofs a food. 

It is not fo with the Ikfii of the buffalo, which they ufe without experiencing any 
inconvenience from it : perhaps the rcafon is, the buffalo is a very hot animal ; even 
its milk is heating ; therefore it is to be prefumed its ll dh has the fame quality. It is 
larger than the ox ; its colour is an afhy black, the muzzle much lengthened, and the 
horns fiat and very long, which almolt form a femicircle round his head. They ufe 
it for labour the fame as oxen; with this difference, that it cannot bear the fatigue in 
excefiive heats : he then runs into ponds, with which this country is covered ; he re- 
mains there whole days, only {hewing the end of his nofe above the watey, as if he 
feared he would be required to work ; but in the rainy feafon nothing difheartens nor 
f atigues him. His lowing is Ihrill and weak, and nothing anfwers to the. fize of his 
body. An Indian child leads flocks of them, and makes them obey him at pleafurej, 
but when they fee whites they run at them, unlefs their conductors prevent them: red. 
cioatlis frighten them and enrage them. Europeans do not like the flelh of this 
animal, although the Indians audit more delicate and move juicy than that of the ox. 

In the woods of Siam are alfo bears, but lew are met with on the coafts. They 
have no lions ; thefe animals arc banifhed from all parts of India, and it appears that 
Africa is their favourite foil. Wild boars are alfo very rave; but wild hogs are ex- - 
tremely multiplied in* the woods. At the riling and letting of the fun they are feen 
coming from the woods, and fpreading themfelves in droves over the neighbouring 
plains. At the head of each drove are always two -or three boars, w'ho Teem to a Qi as 
guides. It i| dangerous to hunt them ; for if you only wound them, they rufh on 
their enemy with fury, and determine on taking his life. The SiamSfe never meet 
them without being armed with good lances to defend themfelves from their attacks. 
Thefe animals are black, their legs (hort, the back arched, and their bellies nearly 
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touch the. gfbund. The domeftic hogs are better to eat, both frefh and fait, than the 
hogs of Europe *, Ihe flefh is lighter, and the fat never hardens : it is all melted into 
lard, and is. ufed inftead of butter, which is very fcarce and dear in this country : 
frefh oif ond* or two days old is the only kind they can ufe. The wild "hogs only feed 
cm roqts, which makes their flefh more delicious. As the Siamefe feldom hunt them, 
they, have nothing to fear but the tigers. 

Stags arc very numerous in the woods. The fpccies would fee very much multi- 
plied if the Siamefe did not make cruel war on them. When we crofs the woods of 
this kingdom, we remarked that the dung of the tigers was (fill of the hair of flags. 
Thev are exactly like thofe of Europe. 

Ail the fhores of the Mtoan are covered with monkevs of different kinds and fizes : 

j 

feme have tails, and others are born without that ornament. Thcfe animals go its 
fquadrons, and never lefs than twenty or fifty are foen, who unite for the execution 
of their enterprizes. When they fall on a field of fugar-canes or rice, the harveft is 
over in a fingle night: they are not contented to fatisfy the ir voracity, they likewife 
deflroy every thing their glutted appetite rejects. They are obliged in liarvefl-time 
to have watchmen to frighten them and prevent their approach. They jump from tree 
to tree, and the noife they make gives certain information of their arrival. They ge- 
nerally keep in thick woods, where they find fruit enough to feed on ; but when 
cloyed W'ith their ordinary food, they wifii to regard themfelves, they fly to the culti- 
vated fields, where they find more delicious fruits. They fonictimes form fifhing par- 
ties : the lea-fide is then feen covered with thcfe animals ; fonie break the oyflers with 
(tones ; others catch lobflers, of which they only leave the lcales and (hells. When 
on a march the females carry their young ones under their bellies, who with their 
arms embrace the mother's body, and her loins with their legs. Modern travellers 
have confirmed the wonders the ancients have related of the extreme afleCtion of thefe 
animals for their young ones : the mothers hold them to their breads, and never 
abandon them, not even when mortally wounded by the hunters. Naturalifts have ob- 
ferved, that they are the only animal fubjc£l to the fame inconveniences as women. 
There is a fecond kind as ugly as they are mifehievous : their general height is two 
feet and a half. A third fort goes lingle, or in pairs ; they always hide their face ; 
the Siamefe look upon them as animals of ill omen. They do not eat their flefh ; but 
the others are considered by them as delicate food. Another kind of monkey is ob- 
ferved which mofl refembles man ; they call them onkc : they are implacable enemies 
to the others. I hey are either all black or all brown ; the hair of their hands and feet 
is white: they always keep in woods of lofty trees ; they fpring from tree to tree with 
great agility : their arms in proportion to their bodies are much longer than thofe of 
other animals, and efpecially than thofe of other rnonkics: when they walk they hold 
one arm lifted up in the air. They mufl be taken at the bread to make them tame ; 
for when once their character is formed, their natural ferocity can never be foftened. 
The hair of their body is very long and thick ; the fingers and nails of the hand are 
exactly like thofe of men ; their nofe is flat, and the eye entirely black : they lie at 
length, and put one arm under their head to ferve them' as a pillow; but when they 
are in the trees they deep fitting, their head between their knees, their hands on their 
flomachs, and the length of their hair ferves them for a covering; the heavied rain 
cannot penetrate their fkin ; they have only to drake themfelves to tfb dry. They 
take delight in rearing thefe kind of monkies, becaufe, being more mild than the 
others, they are not fo indecent. Careful and active, they never break or deflroy any 
thing ; lovers of peace and compaflionate, they go and embrace thofe who weep, and 
» r . their 
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their pity increafes as they hear the fighs of the wrenched ; nor will they quit them 
until they have fecn their tears dried up. : ■'$ . 

The woods, of Siam prefent phenomena which are not, obferved elfewhere. There 
arc found there flying cats, which much refemble our cits in fize, form of the head, 
and by the whifkers. They mew and fpit when angry ; their tail is tolerably long ; 
a fine membrane on each fide, which fpreads like a fail from the fore to the hind leg* 
folds under their belly when they walk on the ground, and opens out when they fpring 
from one tree to another: it is covered with very fine and (hurt hair. The Siaraefe 
ufe them as a damper to their firing infiruments. 

There are flying lizards in every garden in Siam. The children play with thofe 
animals, which are not venomous ; they are exactly like diofe feen in France. This 
lizard has two round bladders near his fore paws, and a third under the chin, which 
is oblong, and which he fills with air when he would go front one tree to another. 
It feems that the one under his chin fupports his head, as the others fupport his body; 
when at roll, thefe bladders retire and hardly are vifible. 

The camcleon is a large lizard, about two inches broad and a fool in length. It 
Hands higher on its legs than the common lizard, and its claws are larger. Every 
garden is full of them ; nothing can be more hideous than their face. At the leaf!: 
noife he raifes himfelf on his paws, lifts up his head, looks bold and dauntlcfs, and 
changes colour. At firft he appears all green, then quite red, afterwards all violet 
colour, and fometimes all yellow. "When expofed to the ravs of the fun his colours 
appear more ftriking, and give him a terrible appearance. He feldom bites any one, 
though they do not venture to catch him. 

The toque is alio a large lizard, fix or eight inches in length and one and a half in 
breadth ; its back is in fquarc compartments, each of a different colour, as red, green, 
yellow, violet: its head is large, and enamelled with white and a dark brown. This 
animal, so beautiiul to the eye, is very dangerous to touch : they kill it wherever they 
find it. Its claws are fo piercing that it flicks them into glafis. It walks along boards 
with its back downwards, to which it even fallens its eggs, which are flat on one fide, 
and as large as the end of the thumb. Its ordure has this fmgular quality, that if any 
of it gets into one’s food, it entirely takes away the voice, which laffs near a month. 
If any of its urine falls on the hand or fkin of any perfon, it caufcs black fpots, which 
can never be got out. When it bites it never lets go its hold, and its claws never 
come away without taking out the piece. It begins its cry by chirping, which con- 
tinues increafing, and afterwards diminiflies in the fame proportion. 

Tortoifes are of fevcral kinds ; the rarelt is about eighteen inches broad and as many 
long; the back is covered with cqually-difiribnted compartment;. They have fix 
paws, four of which, longer than the other two, about fix inches high from the 
ground, ferve them to walk on. T here are many other tortoile:- which are only met 
with at Siam ; they are only aboyt ten incites long and as many broad. Their Angu- 
larity is, that as loon as they hear any noife, whether of man or animal, they draw 
thenifelves in. The. tortoifes, like thole feen in France, are very ‘delicate eating. 

The fea-tortoife may be mentioned here, as they afeond the rivers of Siam from 
thirty to forty leagues, to look for beds of (and to depofit their eggs .in. It is for- 
bidden to kill them, bccaufe they bring the King a great profit, who farms out each 
bed of fand*where they are accuftomed to lay their eggs as high as fjprty eggs per 
annum. The flelh of young turtles, roaflcd under live coals, while their fhells are 
only as yet foft cartilages, is very good eating. 

Hedgehogs are found in all the woods ; alfo porcupines ; and in animal the Por- 
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tuguefe call bicho-vergonhofo : - this is more curious than the others ; it is a kind of 
porcupine ; only with this difference, that, inftead of thorns or darts, it has impene- 
trable fcales, which ferve it for defence againft all other animals. This animal digs 
deep hol& with an induftry it would be impoffible to imitate. When furprifed, it be- 
comes like a large ball, neither fhowing head nor feet, and remains in this ftate, to 
take all chance from his enemy, till he hears no more noife. It is not lefs delicate 
eating than the porcupine, which in this country is looked upon as very wholefome 
food ; and it is from this animal they obtain the mo ft cfteemed bezoar, and which is 
much dearer than that obtained from the molt valued monkey. A great diftinftion 
between thefe bezoars is, that produced by the monkey mull be fcraped a little to be 
taken as an antidote againfl? poifon, while it is lufficient to foak that of the porcupine 
in water, to which it foon imparts its bitternefs, and makes it an excellent antidote. 
The porcupine bezoar is fo fubtle, that though you hold it fliut up in your hand, you 
perceive its bitternefs when you put it near your mouth, and that is the belt way to 
know if it is good or bad : for the other kind, put a little flacked lime, and dilute it 
in your hand, and then rub it with the bezoar : if the lime does not change colour, it 
is a ftone ; but if it turns yellow it is real bezoar. 

Fifh is f6 plentiful in all the rivers of Siam that otters breed very fall on their banks, 
becaufe they are fure of always finding plenty of food. They rear them fometimes in 
the houfes ; they go to the river to feed ; they return for feme time ; but at length, 
tired of a dojpeftic life, they prefer a free and wild one, and return no more. 

The country produces few horfes, and thofe in the anuy are brought from Batavia. 
The Siamefe are bad horfemen ; they wifh to be as much at cafe on a laddie as if they 
were fitting or lying down. An officer never gets on horfeback but what he has two 
Haves by his fide, to fupport him and prevent his falling ; therefore they prefer ele- 
phants to horfes, becaufe on them they find the fame cafe as in their chambers : be- 
sides, horfes cannot be of much ufe in a country fo interiected with rivers and under 
water fix months in the year. The difficulty of feeding them, as well as oxen, makes 
their fervice bought at too dear a rate, where neither hay nor oats is produced. The 
King always keeps a few, which are treated with much attention j and thofe which are 
white fhare the honours bellowed upon elephants of that colour. 


CHAP. XI. — Birds. 

THE kingdom of Siam poffefles many birds, from which the inhabitants derive 
great advantages, whether as food or in trading for their feathers with the Dutch and 
Chinefe, who come for them to take to Japan ; or as thofe which are carnivorous 
cleanfe the country from carcafes whofe putrefaction might infect the air. 

The molt beautiful bird of this country is called caipha, which means the fowl of 
heaven : it is very large, and about the fizc of a turkey, but is much finer fliaped : it 
has red legs ; all the feathers of the back and the upper part of the wings of a velvet 
black : the under part of the belly is purple mingled with blue and yellow : its tail, 
enamelled with.various colours, is let up like that of the cock : its long neck is covered 
with feathers of a gloify black ; its eyes are red, and it has a tuft on its head of the 
fame colour. e 

As the caYpha is rare, fo is the peacock common : its plumage is of the greateft 
beauty, and its llelh of an exquifite flavour. Thus the Siamefe have a double advan- 
tage in hunting it, but it is difficult to take them, efpecially when it is only wounded : 
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k runs fo fwift it is impoffible to follow it ; and though it fhould have a leg broken, 
it flies far and goes and dies in the woods. 

What they call noeriene is a very large bird, much larger than a turkcy-cock, with 
red feet, and a filver-grey plumage : it has a long and {lender neck : its head, which is 
very fmall, is crowned with a red tuft. This bird becomes tame : all the great people 
ke#p them, and chiefly the Mahometans who refide in the city of Siam. 

Parrots are very numerous : they have none which arc entirely red, nor of the 
largeft fisc ; the one has a red beak and the other a black one : the black foonefl 
learn to talk. The plumage of both is always very fine. They are fometimes lecn in 
flocks, which when they fight make great havock. 

Small parroquets, the fize of one’s thumb, are in tjie greateft numbers. They 
appear in the air in flocks like thick clouds : their back and upper part of the wings 
is green, or yellow inclining to green ; the beak and claws* red ; the bread purple ; 
the eye piercing ; under the wings and the belly of different colours : this variety is 
beautiful. The apple of their eye has a white circle, another red, and a third green 
or yellow : they have two fmall leathers which correlpond above their eyes, and which 
make them appear as if painted. When they fleep, they hang to a fmall branch by 
the feet, with the head downwards, which they take care to raife upon their bread. 
They cannot be taught to talk : when old they become quite white : they arc naturally 
gentle and tame, and become tiled to the cage even when full grown. To catch them 
the children put one of theft? fmall parrots into a cage, with fomc boiled rice, which 
they are very fond of; above the cage they place a dick a foot long, which they rub 
with glue ; they elevate .this cage about thirty-five feet from the ground. The little 
priioner being thus in the air, eats, hops, and looks about him ; and as foon as he fees 
any flocks of his fpecies, he never dops crying till he draws fome from the flock 
to him : the cage being round, they alight on the glued dick at top; thofe who dick 
there hang with the head downwards ; the cage is then lowered to take them : they 
clean their claws with a little oil : fcarcely arc they put into a cage before they begin 
to eat : they neither appear wild nor frightened like other birds when they fird find 
themfelves prii'oners : they are called Surat parrots. They are very fond of a liquor 
drawn front palm trees, and of which brandy is made ; it makes them drunk, and then 
they are eafily taken. The children fometimes take them in luch quantities that they 
fell them to ft rangers, who take them on board of fliip, for a hallpenny a-piece. The 
cry and chirrup of this bird correspond with its fize ; their fieflt is much efteemed, but 
chiefly the wild ones, who only feed on the mod delicate fruits. 

In the province of TennaHerim is fometimes found the bird called bird of paradife, 
becaute it has no legs. It is generally be lieved that it lives in the air, and is flying as 
long as it exifls. This opinion is founded on none ever being found on the earth but 
fuch as are dead, and that no vedige of feet is any where to be obferved. They are 
found but feldom in the? kingdom of Siam; they are more common in the ifland of 
Java. The Dutch dry them and preferve them as curiofities. Its plumage is of a 
beautiful golden yellow, without any mixture of colours ; it is file fize of a quail. 

Red pigeons are very common in the woods : their feathers are of almod all the 
colours mingled : it is a very beautiful bird, but very difficult to rear \yhen you cannot 
give it the fruits it is accuftomed to in the woods : its bill and claws are quite red, which 
may happen from the fruit it feeds on. It is remarked that parrots lofe the brightnefs 
of that fine red which is natural to them when they do not get a certain fruit which 
grows in the woods, and which all birds are very eager after. The wings and body 
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of thefe pigeons, though red, are mingled with fome green, yellow, white, and blue 
feathers. , , 

The turtle-doves are very large, and of a beautiful deep green and red: they dif- 
play many other colours which appear changing. There are feveral kinds : the green 
turtle-dove coos like that of Europe ; but that they call fire-dove, becaufe its colour 
approaches the red partridge, has a cooing peculiar to itfelf : it begins by crying 
coocoo feven or eight times, raifing the voice a pitch each time, and the found is rather 
pleafing ; it afterwards coos like the common turtle : they are reared in cages on pur- 
pofe to hear this fingular cooing. 

Red fparrows are very common in this kingdom : there are few climates where the 
fpecies is more multiplied. Thefe birds carry deftruftion to the fields: the Siamefe, 
to prevent their ravages, make figures of ftraw which they cover with rags : they have 
alio little windmills which they place in the trees, and with the leaft breath of air they 
make a. noife which frightens away thefe de'ftruftive birds. 

The bird that the Siamefe call king of the camcrons, that is to fay, of craw-fifh, is 
fo called becaufc he every day frequents the fhores of the fea and rivers, where he feeds 
on that fliell-filh. The plumage of this bird in beauty yields to none : it is a mixture 
of feathers of all forts of colours, in which the green predominates. It is remarkable, 
that among all the birds which poffefs fuch beautiful plumage, nature has not endowed 
any one with its fhare of an agreeable finging voice. The Siamefe ftrip thefe birds by 
taking off the fkin with all the feathers ; they dry it and flick it on paper, which they 
fell for the Japan trade. 

It fnay be laid that the fly-bird is a chef-d’oeuvre of nature ; none is more lively nor 
has more variegated colours, although it is the fmallefl in its fpecies among the 
birds : it is not larger than the end of one’s little finger ; its feathers are an affemblage 
of every colour j its bill is not larger than a needle, and is as long as all the reft of 
its body. It only Jives on the dew which every morning adorns the flowers : it does 
not open its bill to fip it, but under it is a finall hole, almoft imperceptible, through 
which it thrufts its tongue, which is not thicker than a thread. It is by this mechanifin 
that it col lefts the dew on which it feeds. Its voice is fo fmall it can fcarcely be 
heard. The children, who often catch them, tie them by a thread and play with 
them j but they cannot preferve them long, on account of the difficulty of feeding 
them. There are two or three other fpecies of this bird which are twice as large : 
their bill refembles that of the fparrow: they call one of thefe fpecies leaden bijl, be- 
caufe the beak is the colour of that metal. All thefe kinds are very beautiful : thofe 
who admire thefe things dry them to preferve them. 

We muft not here forget a kind of finall fowl not larger than a pigeon : the Siamefe 
call them anas : they qre quite white. It is not very uncommon to have them hatched 
cock and hen at the fame time, and the attributes of both are common to them. No- 
thing can be prettier than thefe little cocks, whofe wings trail the ground, and their 
tail, full of large white feathers, very much elevated above their head. They all have 
the fame inftinft as other cocks, and are not lefs punftual in crowing at day-break. 
The mar flies and woods of Siam are full of ducks, geefe, and teal, like thofe of 
Europe : it is nothing extraordinary for a fportfman to take forty of them in a day. 
There are ai£p excellent fnipes and quail, rather lefs than thofe of Europe. 

Every body rears fowls, but the natives feldom eat them, through a principle of 
religion, which makes them prefer fifh. They reckon four kinds. Common fowls like 
ours: theflefh and bones of the fowls are quite black. Frizzled fowls have their 
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feathers the wrong "fray, and Inftead of lying down along their body they flick tip in 
the air, which gives them a ftrange appearance. Inhere is a fourth kind, which is 
hatched and lives in the woods ; they are wild, and are only to be got by fhooting 
them ; their claws and bill are very black, and their fpurs thin, hard, and as long as 
a needle. They are better eating than thofe which are fed, which doubtlefs is owing 
to the difference of their food. 

The ducks they call Manilla ducks orginally come from Peru, from whence they 
were taken to the iiland of Lucon, in which is Manilla. They are fo plentiful that 
they are bought very cheap. They are much larger than common ducks ; their flight 
is rapid : above the bill is a piece of red l?clh, which hangs like that on turkeys, of 
which they have not been able to preferve the fpecies at Siam, on account of the inun- 
dations and heavy rains. 

The Siamefe have a bird they call voulan, which is as big as a large turkey : it is 
wild, and its head is without feathers, which has procured it that name, which Signifies 
bald head. This bird, which is good to eat, has much the refcmblance of a turkey 
hen, and its fle/h has nearly the lame flavour. The fportfmen do not willingly feek 
it, becaufc it is only met with at a difiance from inhabited places, and as the Siamefe 
are enemies to fatigue, they are afraid to undertake it. 

We muff; not forget the fmall bird called tire-tire ; it is too kind to travellers not to 
claim their notice. It has nothing remarkable in its plumage : its common cry is tire- 
tire, which has procured it its name. It lies on the ground with its legs upwards : this 
attitude has caufed the Siamefe to fay, that it is fearful the fky will fall on it. When 
it fees any one on the road or in the woods in danger from wild beafts, it fereams with 
all its ftrength, and flutters round him ; it afterwards goes and repeats the fame Cries 
over the place where the animal lies in ainbufeade : this officious care puts the traveller 
on his guard. If its attention makes it efteemed by travellers, it excites the hatred of 
the fportfman, becaufe its benevolent voice warns thofe of its kind of his prefence. 

The bird the Siamefe call double-bill has very long wings, with which he makes a 
flapping noife in the air. He is thus named becaufe he actually appears to have two 
bills : above the firft he has as it were a fecond horn bill, but which is not flit. This 
bird always goes in pairs. They form their nefts in large holes in old trees, which 
they eafily find in thofe immcnl’e forefls. When the female fits on her eggs fhe cannot 
leave her neft ; and the male, the better to confine her to it, Ihuts her up in this hole, 
the mouth of which he flops up with clay, only leaving a fmall hole to feed her 
through. The Siamefe fay, that every time he brings her food he jealoufly examines 
the clhy ; and if he fees any other traces than his own, he opens the hole and kills the 
female. They fuperftitioufly refitfe to keep the head of this bird in their houles, be- 
caufe they believe that it would create difeord between them and their wives : this bird 
is good eating. 

Siam feems to be the country of crows, and the air is iometimes darkened with 
them : nevertheless, as this kingdom has many uninhabited places, and is covered 
with immenfc forefls, they do not every where find proper food ; to obtain which 
they frequent inhabited places, where they feein to defy the attack of man. They 
even enter the houles, from which they take every thing that fuits them ; more efpe- 
eially in the kitchens, where they make their beff booty, and they carry off every eat- 
able they can find. All the inteftines of animals which are thrown, away they alfo 
devour, by which they render the inhabitants a fervice, as they free them from every 
thing that might infeft the air. 

The 


4 i. a 



HISTf>RV OF SIAM* 


6i8 

The crow will appear dainty and abftemious if compared with the vulture. This 
bird is as large as a turkey, which it fo much refembles that the Siamefe themfelves can 
liardly diftinguilh them. Though the flefh of it is not bad they, defpife it, becaufe the 
vulture feeds on dead bodies. Devotees, when dying, requeft that their bodies may be- 
abandoned to thefe voracious birds. The talapoins cut them in pieces and throw them 
to the vultures which furround them, and which, by being accu homed to feed on the 
flefh, become more partial to it than to that of other animals. As the crow poffefTes 
the fenfe of fmelling in a finer degree than the vulture, he precedes them a day to tear 
the carcafcs : thefe in their turn feize all the putrid food they find, and by their vora- 
city flifle the germ of corruption. This bird, though heavy, riles very high, and 
fkimsin mid air. It is true that when on the ground he does not rife at once from the 
fpot where he relied ; he begins by running twdve or fifteen paces to give his body 
motion ; he then takes his fpring, and Hies like other birds. 

In each flock of vultures is generally onlerved a bird of another fpecies much larger : 
its legs are thick, and about a foot and a half in length ; its body is twice as large as 
the vulture’s ; its beak is very thick and crooked at the end, and eight or ten inches 
long : it is more voracious than the vulture : its afpeel is gloomy and hideous. The 
Siamefe fay it even devours the bones : it carries oil carcafcs, and clears the places 
where they have burnt dead bodies, efpecially thofe of the poor, which are always in 
greater number and not fo much burnt. 

Thefilence of the night is inceffantly interrupted by the cries of large and fmall owls 
and fcreech owls, which, attracted by the frnell of the carcafcs, go in the night to 
devour what the birds left in the day. They afterwards retire into the roofs of large 
buildings : the temples of the idols are full of them ; there nothing dilturbs that: fiience 
they delight in all the day, becaufe the temples are only frequented, during the night 
while they are feeking their food; and that is alio the time when they celebrate their 
myfteries and religious ceremonies. The Siamefe, as luperffitious as the common 
people are in Europe, believe that when one of thefe birds perches on the roof of a 
houfe death threatens fome one in it ; when an owl fereams in living over a houfc 
they believe themfelves in danger of fome hidden misfortune. They have alfo another 
fuperllition concerning the folitary bird, fo called becaufe it always goes alone : it is 
rather larger than a fparrow and of the fame colour : when it perches before a houfe 
and utters its little note, they examine if it came from the north or fouth, to judge if 
the news they expect v, ill be good or bad. 

Befides thefe night-birds there are others who cry in the night, efpecially in the 
forefts: for befides the tire-tire, which cries day and night, there are two other kinds ; 
one whole cry refembles a blackfmhh beating iron on an anvil, for which rcafon they 
call it the blackfmith ; and another kind which imitates a carpenter when cutting, 
timber, and they call it wood-borer. 

It is faid that formerly they had no nightingales in their country, although they arc 
now numerous at 'Margui : they think they have been brought by European veflels. Of 
ail the birds of Siam* there is none but the nightingale which has a pleating voice ; ap- 
parently the heat is injurious to the organ of the voice. 

More bats, and of different kinds, are found in this kingdom than perhaps in any 
part of the world. Their place of refuge is near the temples and the convents of the 
talapoins. There &re large trees covered all day with fuch an immenfe quantity of 
them that they appear black : inaffes of bats, clinging to one another, hang from the 
branches : thofe who do not know what it is take them for the large fruits of thofe 
\ 12 . trees. 
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trees. If any one iliould throw ftones, or fire a gun, into the trees, they would fopn 
have the Talapoins about their ears, who would ufe them very roughly ; for with them 
It is a? •crime which merits inftant punifhment, to difturb the repofe of animals, who 
have taken fheltcr near places confecrated to divine worth ip. One kind is as large as 
a partridge ; in the night-time they eat the fruit in the gardens, efpecially mangoes 
and guavas. Some Siamcfe eat them, and they may be good, as they eat nothin^ 
but fruit, but their hideous countenance is difgufting. The great eft advantage they 
derive from them is the faltpetrtf they obtain from their clung, which* they are 
careful to collect among the rocks, and in the temples, which are always full of it. 

The diver is Jbmething like a fowl. It flies from forty tc fifty feet above the fen. 
Its fight is f'o keen, that it fees the fifh as they fwim beneath, and inftantly dives with 
fuch rapidity, that one would imagine it was a heavy done which foil in. It femes the 
fifh, and carries it on there to eat it. 

The kite does not pofi'els the fame faculty as the diver, although he alfo goes a. 
fi fhing. His method is to dart upon the fifh he fees on the furface of the water, and 
as he flies to feize it in his claws, which are very long and of great flrength. 

The pelican is a much larger 'bird. Its plumage is white ; under its bill, which is 
eighteen incites long, it. has a kind of large bag, # in which it puts the fifh it catches. 
Its body is very large, and its wings may be about foven or eight feet long, fo lives 
entirely on fifh, which it takes with* its bill, but it does not plunge into the w'ater 
like the diver. It fillies on the fhore, where it catches a number of finall fifh, with 
which it fills its pouch, which contains enough to keep it the whole day. 


C.IIAP. XII. — Reptiles and hi feels. 

i 

The ferpent is the larged reptile of thefe foreffs : fome are monftrous. They may 
be judged by the fize of thole which penetrate into the houfes. Its bite is not more 
dangerous than that of a clog. 

They call fnake-itones, thofe which cure the venemous bites of fnakes : they are 
black, round and flat, and thicker in the middle than at the fides. This flone is 
applied to the bite : if the wound is oval it flicks to it immediately, and does not fall 
off, till it has extracted all the venom : as foon as it detaches itfelf it fhould be put into 
milk, which draws all the poilbn from it, otherwife it breaks and becomes ufelefs. 
The milk into which it is put turns blue and green, a proof of the venom it has extracted. 
It may happen that it leaves the affected part from being faturateil with the poifon : 
in that cate after having made it difgorge, it is put on again, to try if it flicks a fecond 
time, and this is continued till a perfect cure takes place. Thele ftones are fpread 
all over India ; but one is often deceived, becaufe counterfeit ones are made, which 
is found out on ufing them. This ftonc is highly valuable in a country where fnakes are 
fo common, that they are found lometimes upon and under the beds. 

Of all the fnakes of India, the molt dangerous and at the fame time the mo ft com- 
mon, is the hooded fnake, fo called by the Portuguefe becaufe it has a kind of cowl, 
which it opens when enraged. This fnake is fo common in the courts “and gardens, 
that it is dangerous to walk in them in the dark. To avoid them, they carry canes at 
night, to the end of which are fiiftened finall pieces of iron, ftrung on a*wire, which as 
often as the cane touches the ground makes a noife, and frightens away any fnakes 
that rfiay be near. There is none has a more horrid afpedt, particularly when irritated : 
they? then .erect this cowl above their head, which may be about four inches high, and 
**>••. • covers 
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covers two ears of the fame fize, and hifs fhaking their heads. When ' 

ccmfiried, they fly at* the objefts that irritate them. Dogs attack thentj and always 
run round them. * The fnake, which has its head elevated two or three feet feotn tne 
ground, according to its length, cannot turn fo nimbly; it however tries always td 
face its enemy, till the dog finds an opportunity to feize it by the middle of the body ; 
he {hakes it with all his ftrength, not to allow it time to bite him, and then throws 
it away from him. If he fees the fnake get up again he begins the fame method, till 
he has broken the fpine of its back. When the make can no longer get up, he then ' 
eafily approaches it, and takes it, and {hakes it till it. ceafes to move. This is the moil 
venomous fnake of them all. Its bite is mortal if an immediate remedy is not applied. 
Its poifon feems to coagulate the blood ; to prevent its efte&s, a good dole of orvietan 
and treacle mud be immediately taken : a little is put on the wound, after the bad 
humour has been taken away. 

A Angularity in the Siamefc, is, that though they fear thefe dangerous reptiles as 
much as any body elfe, they not only dare not hurt them, but as they arc glad for 
them to take up their abode under their houfes, as a fign of good luck, they think if 
they were to kill them, the ruin of their profperity would cnfuc ; and when they fee 
that the Chriitians do not fpare then^ they fay, “ it is aftonilhing misfortune does not 
fall on thefe Chriftians.” Though the Siarnefe do not deftroy thefe animals, as it is 
feldom their bite is attended with death, they aCcultom thernfelves to walk among the 
grafs with as much unconcern, as we walk the ftreets, where a tile may fometimes fall 
on pur heads and wound us. They add, that they take the precaution not to ftir, if 
when they are lying down, they feel a fnake crawl over them, and that then it never 
hurts them. I know not if I fhould have that refolution, but it has never been known 
that thefe animals have hurt any one while afleep. 

The forefts of Siam, are filled with vipers and leeches, more especially in rainy 
feafons. Travellers who flop, are immediately covered with finall leeches, which are 
feldom larger than needles ; but very large ones are found by the fide of brooks, which 
the Siarnefe ufe to draw the blood from any part of the body in which they may feel 
pain : for they do not know how to bleed like the Europeans. There are alfo fed- 
leeches, which the Chinefe who live in the kingdom of Siam trade in. They get them 
on the Ihores of the iflands. Thefe leeches are an incli broad, and the longed about 
four inches. They lplit them and dry them : they relifli them, though to us they 
feemed like a piece of boiled leather ; they however fell them, and carry great quanti- 
ties to China. 

Centipedes are fo common in this country, that they abound every where. The 
thinned appear the mod dangerous ; they are not thicker than a thread, and two or 
three inches long ; wherever they touch the {kin they burn it. At night they feem 
all on fire. In the houfes, and among old ruins, they find fome as thick as the finder, 
and three or four inches long, which have two little pincers on their heads, fitnilar 
to thole of the lobder, with which they wound, and caufe an exquifite pain, without 
being dangerous. The Siarnefe think them a treat when roaded. 

Scorpions are equally as numerous. Some are white, and are found in houfes ; 
their ding is not incurable, though it is very bad : the others are black, and are found 
among the rubbilh of the gardens and courts : the ding of thefe is mortal. The white 
in general am not larger than the thumb, but the black ories are as large as the band, 
and have two pincers'fls drong as thofe of a lobder. The fight of this animal iofpires 
a certain horror*. ... A captain of a Madras veffel told the French mifiioners that he 
‘had found a fcorpkto in the hold of his Hup, which it had turned quite blue, and that 
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after theyhad kilfedit they ftretched it out ; it was at ieaft eighteen inches wide and 
tfejr knots, with which its tail was furniihed, were like buttons. ’ The fling of fuOh 
aa animal would be nearly, inftant death. The common cure for it is the oil of fcor- 
pions, in which they drown thefe infeds ; for which reafon the natives put all they 
catch into a jar of oil. > 

It is not furprifing that fo hot a country as Siam (hould produce numbers of cater- 
pillars. One kind is very dangerous : they are black, fhort, and very much briftled- 
with fine hair, which carries a very fubtile poifon ; fo that if one of thefe hairs touches 
the (kin, it flicks to it, «nd immediately caufes a violent itching, which brings on an 
ulcer. The remedy is immediately to rub the part that itches with wax to draw the 
hair, for fhould it remain, it would caufe terrible fores : thefe caterpillars are more 
dangerous for the hands and body, than for the feet ; as the Siamefe wear no fhoes, , 
the foies of their feet are fo hard, that common thorns cannot penetrate them. 

Gnats and other flies are very troublefome in this country, in the evening, till towards * 
ten o’clock at night; and the elephant-flies, which they call, fling-quick, are infupport- 
able during the day, for as foon as they alight, they fling fmartly, even through the 1 ■ 
cloaths. The Siamefe call them elephant-flies, becaufe they follow that animal, and- 
they fcarcely find any where he is not. Thefe large black flies have a ftronger fling 
than the bee : otherwife they derive much profit from them, on account of the gluten.' 
with which they infefl the honey ; nobody ufes the latter, becaufe it is too bitter. 

In this kingdom black and white ants are of fo many fpecies, and fo numeroU6- 
that fometimes they do much injury : the white ones particularly devour every things 
fluffs, books, &c., even wood and houfes. The red and fmall black ones bite very 
hard, and leave blifters on the lkin : it is difficult to efcape them on the roads, ' as weft 
as gnats, flies, and mufquitos, but they make a fmoke under the houfe, and the heat 
drives them away : they alfo take away all lights, becaufe they attract them. When, 
the feafon is very dry, and there is a north wind, there are fcarcely any. 

Nothing can afford a finer fight in the night-time, than to fee a tree entirely covered 
with fire flies : it feems decked with bright fparks, which expire and rekindle almoff 
at the fame inftant. Thefe flies are not hurtful. It is eafily perceptible that they give, 
this light, when they Iwell a' little, and inhale the air. 

The glow-worm has a different quality : its brightnefs, which does not ceafe, is all- 
in the head, it is very final!, and is not venomous. 

There are feveral kinds of butterflies. At certain times of the year the ants acquire 
wings, and fly in fuch numbers that they oblige one to quit the place where they alight 
towards the evening : fortunately this inconvenience does not laft more than two or 
three hours, after which they perilh, fo that the ground is often covered with them.- 
The bats feed on them. W hen thefe clouds come, one is obliged to put out all the lights ; 
if not they would fill the houfe. If one is at fupper, they cover and fpoil all the victual?, 
which cannot be touched afterwards. This irruption only happens once or twice in the 
year* Butter-flies of various brilliant colours are feen at almoft all times, except during 
the rains ; fome have the centre of their wings as tranfparent as glais, and the reft, of , . 
different colours, represent peacocks’ feathers. 

The noife the crickets make in the woods is furprifing : in the ftillnefs of the night * 
they W e heard on board the veffels, though anchored a quarter of a league from land, 
andfthie no?feisfometime6 as tuneful as mufic. • 

The gofden ,May*fly is the moft beautiful infeft. It refembles in form thofe of . 
Europe# but its wings appear enamelled with green and gold ; the head has the. lame 
tinge, , or .is red .and dull gold. They are fopnd, very large, in, trees they call ervil,. 
**/•; . the 
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the wood of which is foft ; it keeps in among its roots : their eggs ane not larg^ fhiife'a 
fmall grain of fhot. ' ' V ’ ' 1 Sf 

There is a vesy fingular animal, which may be ranked with the preceding fjpecies, ' 5 
bred in the dung of elephants. It is entirely black, its wings are ftrong, and its head 
extremely curious : it is furnifhed on the top with feveral points, in the form of a 
trunk, and a final l.horn in the middle : it has four large feet, which raife it more than 
an inch from the ground : its back feems to be one very hard entire (hell,. It flies to 
the very top of the cocoa-trees, of which it eats the heart, and often kills them, if a 
remedy is not applied. Children play witli them, and make them fight. -I have alfo 
obferved that champignons rather larger than ours grow in elephants’ dung. 


CHAP. XIII. — ■ Sea and River Fiji}. 

Every body in Siam is allowed to hunt and fifh, without paying any tax, but a 
king's officer, called Aprataenum, governor of the waters, prevents them from fiihing 
in a manner that would deltroy too many fifh at a time. 

The rivers and fca-coafls of this kingdom abound more with fifh than elfewherc r 
the reafon doubtlefs is, becaufe the rivers for fix months in the year overflow the 
fovvn grounds, and then the fifh find plenty of food : they become larger by it, and do 
not prey on one another. But before we mention their kinds, it may be proper to 
deferibe the method of ft filing at Siam. 

The cafling net, which they call tarafa, is the moft generally ufed. They ferve fome 
to amufe them in fifhing, and others to gain their livelihood by this trade. They have 
alfo feins, and life them as we do in Europe. They put (takes at the entrance of final I 
arms of rivers, and when it is high water, they fhut up the bottom of the river with 
hurdles, which the (takes confine, where the fifh aflemble in fuch quantities, that they 
may be taken with the hand. 

Thofe who cannot procure a net fifh with a line, or clfethey go with bafkets along 
the rivers, which they put in the water from time to time, and take out the fifh they 
find in them by an opening made on the top. Some fifh with a bait, which they 
put in fifh pots faflened to flakes. In fea fifhing they harpoon the large fifh; but to 
take common ones on the banks of fand, at the entrance of large rivers, where there 
are many dreams, they drive flakes in the water near to each other, and make two 
hurdles, one end of which i.s not more than fifteen feet wide, and the other more than 
three or four hundred feet, which forms an immenfc narrow cul-de-fac : they put 
in this, hurdles which they raife up when the tide rifes, and let down before it falls. 
The fifh which is carried by the ebbing of the tide, is flopped againfl this hurdle, 
which they raife like a trap ; they then let it fall into their boat which is along-fide 

The hcad-fifh is the moft plentiful ; it is carried in the furrounding countries, when 
falted or dried. ^ he Dutch fend for it from Batavia to the ifland of Java ; it ferves 
them as a kind of ham. Its form is nearly like that of a whiting, but much larger. 
The black is the bell flavoured, and drefles better than the white, whofe flefh is very 
beautiful : *£n certain feafons, however, there are black fpots in it, which are Very 
difcgreeable. The Siamefe fay, that it is during the time thefe fifh eat coal that their 
flefh fpoils, ‘during which they eat them as little as poffible. To fait it, they fplit it 
down the back, and give it two flafhes on each fide, without feparating the pieces 
towards the head and tail. They then lay it out to dry, after having fprinkled it with 
fait. "Vilen it i|#$ttle dried, it can be kept, and carried to fea. ■’ > 
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ilr oot larger than the ham^ and is/o plentiful in rivers* that they 
i'te very cheap eating ; there are more of them eaten fait than frefh : it fomewhatfe- 
fethteles a plaice. ■ t .y • £ 

The faMmaaisa fifh of the fize and fhape-of a herring ; towards the tail it has a 
dart, with which it often v/ounds the fifhennan, but without any danger ; they are 
qtiit for a day or two’s pain. It is very good and plentiful in the^ rivers and ponds. 

They have manyfprats: the fea ones are fimilar to thofe of Europe: the frelh 
: water fprat is almoft as large as the hand, fiat and very thick ; they are excellent eating, 
and their, own fat fries them. To take them, they ufe a cafting-net made of white wire, 
which they are careful to keep very dean ; for if it was not, they believe they fhould 
not catch any. • 

It is unncceffary to mention cels, iriufdes, lobfters, and other Ii(h known in 
Europe. The Siamefe feldom eat them, becaufe they are found in dead bodies brought 
down bv the river. 

j * 

So wet a country naturally breeds plenty of toads, frogs, &c. ; they are of the lame 
form with ours : the* Siamefe only eat the frogs ; the toads are not venomous. 

The fea fifh are, as every where cite, better than thofe of the rivers ; but it is almoft 
impoffible, on account of the heat, to have them frefh at the city of Siam, which is 
nearly forty leagues from the fea : they generally there eat the ray, becaufe It comes 
up before the city. They take them curioufly : they throw a large rope into the 
middle of the water, furnifhed with a number of bits of packthread of different 
colours, each of which has a hook ; the rope is ftrotched and lectired by an anchor 
at each end, being fupported by fmail pieces of wood fattened at certain diftances, fo 
that it can only fink two fi?et deep ; they bait the hooks ; the fifh are caught every 
moment, and when they take out the rope, there are a great quantity. They catch 
them alfo with the line. They are generally about four feet long : their tail, which 
is fit to make whips, is nearly as long. The large rays are not very good eating, par- 
ticularly when frefh, but its liver is delicious. 

The large kind is the leatt dangerous ; it has not any dart on its tail, while the fmail 
fort has, in the middle of his, a thorn four or five fingers long, as white as ivory, very 
fharp, and armed on both fidcs with teeth. When they put it in the boat, it ftrikes 
with its tail, and leaves its dart in the wound. When boiled they are very delicate. 
Thofe called fire rays are very fmail ; they blitter whatever part of the body they 
touch, and they pain as much as a burn. All the fifhermen fay, that when you touch 
them with a rod, let it be ever fo long, you feel a fhaking in the hand that obliges you 
to let it go. 

The fword-fifh is alfo very common in thefc feas, and they are often found among 
the iflands : it refcmbles the dog-fifh, and its flefh has the fame tafte. Front the end 
of its head projects a bony fubftance nearly as large as its body : there are teeth on both 
Tides in form of a faw ; the extremity of it is very {harp, and feems to run from the 


head. , 

The lamentor is feldom found in thefe feas, becaufe few of the mores afford it grafs, 
where it loves to retire, and where it brings forth its young. The Siamefe call it the 
fhe-fifh, becaufe it has breafts, and parts like thofe of a woman. It fuckles itsyouag 
one t its voice is plaintive, from whence doabtlefs its name of lamentor. Its Tiead 
more refembles that of a faw than any other. It is apparently this fifh width gave rife 
to/the aflcknit. fables of fyf mis. , ; 'y-.y, 

. potipoifea ftrarm, but they are feldom caught, becaufe 1 are not 

good tb eat, confequently nobody buys them : they fometimes take theirfeil to burn, 
Vol. ix. 4» or 
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or to prepare pitch which they flu’p ; though they ufe but little of k> as thejtrhafiftv 
better oil- .:*• 3 . , % 

The fifli they call pampre is very good ; the white and the black are the bed kinds £ 
they can only be diftinguifhed by the colour of their {kin, for in other refpe&s they 
are all alike : the larged are about a foot long, and thick in proportion. 

The fea-hen is alfo very excellent eating ; it has no refemblance to the common fowl. 
This fifli, although flat like the pampre, has a large bone, which makes its back much, 
thicker, and on its body are very bright red and blue colours. 

The for and naire are very good filh : when the Siamefe take a»good many of them 
they open and fait them, or dry them on ftones : they have nearly the fame tafte as. 
fait fifh, and their flefh is lileewife flaky. 

The fifli the Siamefe call begoude is feldom larger than the thumb, and feven or 
eight inches long : its flefh refembles the whiting, but has more flavour. 

The needle is a filh rather inferior in tafte : its long and {harp head obtained it its 
name. Such are the mod common fifli found in this kingdom, and which are any 
way remarkable. 


CHAP. XIV. — Shell Fiji). 

THIS country is not wanting in {hell filh. The lea mufdes, which are excellent* 
are very plentiful. Oyders are very common, but the Siamefe do not eat them they 
do not even take the trouble to gather them off the rocks ; thofe who wifh for any 
go and get them themfelves, for which reafon drangers do not often eat them : they 
are of three different kinds. Pearls are found in oyders like thofe of Europe, and 
they get mother-of-pearl from them : whole fliells make it. The Siamefe clean the 
top of the cyder with vinegar or lime juice, and afterwards faw the {hell to make 
different articles of it. At the feminary of St. .Tofeph they had made a very beautiful 
crucifix, in which the head and body of Chrift were of mother-of-pearl in one piece ; 
the legs and arms were of pieces joined together. Formerly the great people had a 
quantity of little boxes, writing dands, and canes covered with this mother-of-pearl, 
reprefenting drawings of flowers and leaves. 

The Chinefe and Siamefe ufe a very different kind of oyder : the {hells are not 
thicker than paper ; they are tranfparcnt, and have fcarcely any cavity within : the 
oyfters, which are as large as the palm of the hand, are as thin as the leaf of a tree. 
The Chinefe ufe them as glafs for their windows : the light they afford is very good, 
but objefts cannot be difeerned through them. The Siamefe call thefe oyders fabula, , 
and find them better eating than thofe of Europe. 

The fea throws up in every country large glaires, known in Europe under the name 
of Flemilh hat. This fubdance does not appear to have any animal form ; there is only 
feen a large round ball of matter, thick in the middle, and diminifhing towards the 
edges ; quantities are found on the {hore of Mergui. The Chinefe didinguilh the 
good from the bad tetter than the Siamefe; thofe that are eaten they envelope with 
red earth mixed with fait : it is in this date that they have the form of a Flemiflv fiat. . 
To drefs them they have only, to wa{h them* and they immediately become lik©|the 
fined white tranfparent jelly. It is cut in fmall flireffs, and. mixed with flices of fmall 
cucumbers to t make a falad. Thefe fhreds crack under the teeth, and have a very 
pteafent certain marine tafte. ; ; 

jpyf bontal is a very ugly fifli, quite .round, frdtti which fifties a little 
the two fidds ofjjjs body two final! fins. .The Siatpefe maintain that tlusiiumil ia, 

farmed 
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f roni the fruit of a free which grows in abundance by the fea-fide ; and when 
0 falls into the water it changes by degrees into a fea-toad. Several affirm they have 
jfeetroiie which was yet half fruit and half toad, which might very naturally happen : the 
fpawn of -the toad attaching itfelf to this fruit, the animal grows in proportion as the 
fruit decays ; but it mult not on that account be faid that the fruit changes into a toad. 

The Stamefe are very fond of crabs, and have a method of drefling them which 
feems excellent : they take out all the flelh, chop it very fmall with herbs, and after- 
wards roaft it in the fhell of the crab, which makes a very good little pie. They 
catch them with a line, and when the crab has feized the hook, they do not take them 
quite out of the water till they have put a fmall balket under them ; for as foon as the 
crab feels the air, it quits the hook and falls into the lea again, but the bafket catches it, 
and it is not loft.' A great number of thefe crabs are found petrified in the beds of mud 
which appear when the fea ebbs, and thofe which are found whole are very curious. 
It is Itrange that an animal fhould become a Hone, and yet it cannot be reaf'onably 
queftioned but that ftones are formed of them. The fhape of the animal is frequently 
found whole with its claws. This petrified crab is a good remedy againft difienteries 5 
a little is taken pounded, diluted in brandy. 

They cal 1 an animal tourlerou, almoft finnilar to the crab, which makes hummocks 
of earth where it refides. They are found in great quantities in the marffiy places of 
Mergui. It walks fideways, and has a red back like the crab : when drefl'ed, it is good 
for nothing. 

I have forgot the name of another fpecies of crab. Its form is peculiar : the Ihell 
which covers its back is in the fame form as an officer’s gorget, from under which 
iffues a long and flraight tail. This animal is dangerous, for its eggs are of fuch a 
fubtle poifon, that the Siamefe fay there is no remedy for it ; neverthelefs they eat 
them, but they mull; drefs them themfelves, for any one elle might be deceived. 

The homars, or fea lobfters, and other cruftaceous fifh, are alfo very common in 
thefe feas, and efpecially fhrimps, which are fo plentiful, that they form a confider- 
able article of trade in the country where they are generally eaten. 

CHAP. XV. — Stale of the Kingdom. 

TOWARDS the end of the fevcntcenth century the kingdom of Siam was flourifh- 
ing at home and refpected abroad. The affiftance that Louis XIV. had fent them 
fecured its profperity, and perhaps was fufficient to correct the errors of its conftitu- 
tion: but what ought to have bellowed on it an additional Iuftre, was the caufe of its 
misfortunes and overthrow. The Siameie forgot the value of a kindnefs which con- 
ftitUted their fecurity and prepared the way to their glory. Their pufillanimous 
'Prince was fearful of being enflaved by five hundred men that had been fent for his 
defence : they were viewed as ambitious men, who, under the name of affe&ionate 
friends, were only come to tyrannife over them. The priefts raifed their feditious 
voice againft their generous protestors, and placed ah Ambitious* than on the throne, 
who hid dazzled them by the parade of an affe&ed zeal foh theip*e%ion. 

Pitraeha, placed on a throne, polluted with the blood of the^feyal family, washom 
with' all the talents of great men, and all the vices of confptcuofl^illatns. ... A^foqn .as 
he -had dbligM Jthe French to quit his ftates he faw nothing to niolelj him- . VBliile, 
furrountled by the worfhippers of his fortune, he enjoyed the a 

gave himfelf out as the eldeft of the two brothers ;b|’|he laft King, 

■ ' 4 m 2 kindled 
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kindled the flame of a new rebellion. He had for. a long time been 
Juthia, and, during Iris detention, he informed himfelf corrOfHy oFtheilafobffthlii 
court. This impoftor decked his romance in the moil fedu&ive colour^, arid ten 
thoufand Siamefe ranged themfelvcs under his ft'andard. It was Carter for him to 
make dupes than to fubfift an army : but the fanaticifnv he infpired made them blind 
to the magnitude of the dangers, and all feemed determined to avenge their chief or 
perilh with him. * 

The King’s foil intending to take his pleafure at a place feme leagues diftant from 
the capital, went with a numerous and magnificent court. The'Peguan prieft deter- 
mined to lie in wait for him in a wood through which he mull pafs. His intention 
was to maflacre him and all his attendants, to march afterwards to the city, where all 
were in a falfe fccurity, and to make away with the King and all his-family. This plan, 
concerted with the greateft fecrecy, would have entirely fucceeded, if the miftruft, 
natural to the children of tyrants, had not opened the eyes of the Prince to the 
danger he had ran into, lie faw this armed multitude, and immediately fufpeded 
it was an attempt upon his life : inliead of defending himfelf, he precipitately fled, 
leaving a rich booty, the allurements of which prevented the confpirators from pur- 
fuing him. 

When they had glutted their avidity, they marched towards the capital, which they 
hoped to find defenceless. Pitracha, informed of the danger his fon had been in, in- 
ftantly aflembled twelve thoufand foldiers, which he font off to difperfe this wretched 
mob. The rebel prieft at firft appeared refolute, but he commanded troops without 
either courage or difeipline, who had every thing to fear and nothing to hope. His 
little army, panic-ftruck, fled without fighting. Only three hundred prifoners were 
made, and only three hundred perifhed by the fword. The importer wandered for 
fome days in the woods with a young man who had not forfaken him. He was taken 
afleep under a tree, and conducted to Juthia, where, chained to a flake, he was ex- 
pofed for feveral days to the infults of the populace : he was afterwards ripped up alive, 
and, while ftill exifting, faw his entrails ferve as food for dogs. 

It feems that Pitracha did not long enjoy his ufurpation, fmee we find his fon on 
the throne in 1700. He fignalized the firft years of his reign by the infamous alliance 
he contracted with his father’s widow, who bellowed her hand on him without giving 
her heart. The fate of flu's Princefs was mod Angular: Ihe was fucceflively the wife 
of the father, fon, and grandfon. This victim of love never experienced the pallion 
Ihe had the misfortune to infpire ; and, to cfcape from the arms of a hulband ihe ab- 
horred, Ihe retired into a convent, where Ihe died in 1715. 

The new Monarch, fuperftitious and debauched, gave himfelf up entirely to the 
guidance of his idolatrous priefts, who by their penances undertook to redeem his 
errors. By his example every one built idolatrous temples ; commerce and induftry 
languished ; and the people, occupied with ridiculous ceremonies, no longer thought 
of feeijring themfelve? from foreign invafion. Thefe falfe gods had numerous adorers, 
and' the ftate wanted foldiers to defend it. Fortune befriended the kingdom in the 
abfence qf prudence : the neighbouring Kings were warring againft each other, 'and 
too much occupied at h#me to attempt foreign ccmquefts. • '■-' i 

/ It was during this reign that the kingdom was ftrdfck with the fcoufge of 
A fcsg drought converted the moift fruitful foil into parched fend. Rice, which ; iSt 
ih&^jnraon food, Hm foon exhaufted ; and to complete the 
fupftieS its place* became fcarce and poifoned. ^The waters of the Mental, ^ieh ire 

naturally 
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naturally cl|ar andlifflpid, became all at once fo thick and green, that they became 
? SBiOT#j(led In .that colour. A kind of cream, ftiH thicker and .greener, covered Ihe 
whole furface Of that noble river ; they could .^ply find dead or dying fifh. The King, 
fearing that thefe corrupted waters might encreafc the diforders with which the country 
was aftli&ed, forbade the drinking of them, or bathing in them. This prohibition 
excited the murmurs of the people, to whom water is the moil necefiary thing. Re- 
volt was near enfuing, when the court applied the curb of fuperftition to reftore tran- 
quillity. The priefls gave out, thaPk divinity named Prai'n had appeared near one 
of the gates of the city, and had declared that the change in the waters was one of his 
bleffmgs, and that they were a certain remedy to flop the contagion. At this intelli- 
gence the people paffed from d ejection to the fweets of hope ; all ran to the river to 
walh themielves, and anoint with this cream, which a moment before they efteemed 
deadly. At length, at the end of fifteen days, this phenomenon difappeared: an in- 
undation, brought on by an abundant rain, fpread over the fields ami haftened their 
fruitfulnels. 

The reign of this prince, like that of his fucceffors, affords nothing worthy of being 
handed down to pofterity. Iiis fon, the inheritor of his throne, is only known by his 
defeats. His army, fifty thoufand ftrong, and his fleet, which carried twenty thou- 
latid combatants, entered the kingdom of Cambaye, then torn by domeftic diffentions. 
This army would have conquered it, if it had been led by a more fkilful general : but 
the Siamefe Monarch, benumbed in the luxury of his feraglio, had trailed the com- 
mand of it to his firfl minifter, born for pacific employments, and totally unfit for 
war. This minifter, who was fenfible of the extent of his own abilities, had not 
fought for the honour of the command ; but the King, who never doubted his own 
difeernment in the choice of his agents, imagined that he who could govern empires 
could alio conquer them. 

The King of Cambaye, too weak to oppofc the torrent which threatened to over- 
whelm him, ordered all his in bj eels inhabiting on the frontiers to retire with their 
effcfls into the capital, and to burn whatever they could not carry off. The fields 
were ravaged : fifty leagues of country were changed into flerile deferts, which 
fcarcely furnifhed food for ^animals. The King declared himfelf the vaflal of the 
Monarch of Cochin-China, to obtain from him the affiftance of fifteen thoufand foot 
foldiers, and three thoufand on board of galleys deftined to protect the coafts. 

The Siamefe army, full of confidence in the fuperiority of their numbers, and flill 
more proud at not finding any enemy to difpute their pafliige, rafhly penetrated mto 
the country ; but the greater their progrefs, the falter they approached deftru&ion. 
Famine, more cruel than the fword of the enemy, made the moll horrid ravages in 
their camp. The walled fields afforded no fruit for the men nor forage for the ani- 
mals : they were obliged to kill lire fumpter cattle to eat their flefh : the foldiers, not 
accuftomed to fuch food, were attacked with dyfenteries and fevers which carried off* 
the half of them. The general, who had forefeen this misfortune without being able 
to prevent it, retired with the wreck of his army, and his retreat was inceffantly inter- 
rupted by the enemy who teazed him. 

s The Siamefe fleet, four times more numerous than that of the enemy,’ had no better 
fuccefa* Their fmall galleys reduced the city of Ponteamas to allies. Two 
tops of e^phapta’ teeth were the prey of the flames. The Cochin-Chil^vj^n^ied by 
tfie jjkefe g jfilj es to attack the tranfports which were in thd jrphidi tobre tlan 

burning city. The Siamefe galleys, yrlficii . vw^-.det<(6aed in the 

river. 
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river, then very low, could not come to the afli dance of their veffels ^ and festrijag" 
that, after this blow, 'famine would be as fetal to the fleet as. it had beqiitQ the -army*: 
failed back to their own country. 

' t . 

CHAP. XVI. — Revolution of 1760. 

BEFORE we relate the revolution which overturned the kingdom of Siam in 1760, 
it may be proper to give the fummary of th<Pfucceffion to the throne. The heir of 
Pitracha had feveral fons ; and as he was diffatisfied with the elded, he defigned the 
fecond to fucceed him. He fliowed himfelf truly worthy of the throne, by his refufal 
to afeend it in prejudice to his elder brother, whom he reindated in the enjoyment of 
his natural privileges. He only required one condition of him, which was, to be his 
fuccedor in cafe he fliouid die fird. This condition- was accepted. The elded inhe- 
rited his father's edate, and his brother was declared Grand Prince ; that is, the pre- 
fumptive heir to the throne. 

The new King had feveral children, and, feduced by paternal a fled ion, he ftifled 
the fentiments of generofity of which his brother had given him fo noble an example, 
and, faithlefs to his engagements, he named his elded foil, who had embraced the 
priedhood, as his fuccedor. This young Prince, refpeefing the faith of treaties, was 
fhocked to become the accomplice of his father’s perjury. He preferred the fimplicity 
of a religious life to the pomp of greatnefs, which he could not enjoy without fullying 
the memory of the author of his days. The King finding him obdinate in his refufal, 
in 1733 named his fecond fon as his fuccedor, and died fome time after of a cancer in 
the throat. 

The brother of the deceafed Monarch was poffeded of the title of Grand Prince, 
and the Siamefe w r ere accudomed to refpeft it, as being fome day to become their 
mader. Five thoufand foldiers, whom he always kept in his palace, were ready to 
devote themfelves in fupport of his rights. His nephew, by -favour of his father’s will, 
affembled forty thoufand foldiers in the grand palace to awe the rival of his power. 
He had taken care to get the four fird officers of the kingdom in his intered ; and, 
poffeffor of the treafure of the date, he could eafily purclrafe adherents. The people 
were dependant on the miniders, who all dattered themfelves they fhould fix and ex- 
tend their authority under a young and inexperienced King, who would be obliged to 
throw the weight of public affairs on them. 

The great, thus united under the dandard of the young Prince, feemed to announce 
the fuccefs of his caufe, and it was what prepared his fall. The envy of commanding 
created divifion, and it is feldom there are rivals who- do not become enemies. The 
great officers imagined that the barcalon, or prime minider, abufmg his unlimited 
authority, wifhed to make them the indruments of his ambition and greatnefs. They 
feemed to fear, that after being powerful enough to keep the Grand Prince in fubjec- 
tion,- be might fall under the temptation of building the edifice of his fortune on the 
ipoils of -the royal family, and place the crown on his own head. It feemed to them 
more glorious to obey their ancient maders, than to fee themfelves obliged to cringe 
in dependant:©* to one of their equals; thus every thing tended in fecret to dedroy 
their'work. • T i: 1 

The war broke out between the two rival Princes. The divided inclinations of the 
people every where fpread difordef and tumult. The grand and fmall palaces- thun- 
dered at each other with camion.* V'The inhabitants, alarmed, 

' " 5 * !V,; ' 
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houfes, and $Be ratywould foon have prefented but a heap of ruins, if they had not 
had aytiilerymen to direft thofe deftru&ive globes. 

The Barcalofi, full of that prefumptuous confidence with which vain men are 
infpired from a fbperiority of ftrength, refolved to bring on a decifive engagement, 
the fuccefs of which would render him mafter of the little palace. They engaged ; the 
troops of the grand Prince were routed, and purfued to the very foot of the walls of 
his palaCe. The conquerors confulted if they fhould give the aflault. The Barcalon 
and his party were for the affirmative : but one of the great officers reprefented that 
night coming on would render the attack more bloody and definitive ; that bcfides,. 
the folditjrs, having no witneffes of their courage or cowardice in the dark, were lefs 
eager to fulfil their duty, and that by deferring the affault tHl the next day, the precious 
blood of the people would be faved. T his advice prevailed and the attack was 
delayed. 

The grand Prince, informed by his fecret emiffaries of every thing that paffed in the 
^enemy’s camp, profited by the intoxication caufed by a firft fuccefs, and, convinced 
that he who attacks becomes formidable, he fell with impetuofny on thofe who were 
advanced to the foot of the walls. Darknefs doubled the terror this attack fpread. 
The noife of arms, the cries of the combatants who gave or received death, made the 
Siamefe believe that this dreadful night would plunge them in eternal darknefs. The 
afl'ailed, motionlefs and without defence, fullered their throats to be cut, like fo many 
fenfelefs animals. Others fled, and threw away their arms ; they were purfued to the 
walls of the grand palace. The King fenl frefh troops, to oppofe a rampart againft 
the torrent that was ready to overwhelm him. The flubborn and rebellious foldiers 
were deaf to his voice, and, inftead of obeying his orders, joined the flandard of: 
his uncle. 

Then finding himfelf betrayed and abandoned by his fubjefts, he placed liis whole • 
confidence in the Malays that were in his fervice ; and after having encouraged them 
by magnificent prefents, and the hopes of greater recompence, thefe troops left the 
palace, with a bold and confident air, which feemed a teflimony of their zeal, and a 
prefage of victory. But fcarcely were thefe mercenaries fome distance from the palace, 
than they afforded an example of the greatefl treachery, or of their cowardly difpo- 
fi lions. Thefe foreigners, loaded with prefents, quitted the flandard of their bene- 
factor. Some retired into their own country to enjoy the fruits of their treafon, and the 
others, {till more guilty, enrolled themfelves among the troops they were fent to fight. 

The Barcalon and Chacri * were the fad witneffes of this defertion from the walls 
of the grand palace. Defpairing then of their fafety, they difappeared, under pretence 
of going to give orders. The other officers, not feeing them return, difperfed to feek 
an afylum from the firft refentment of the conqueror. The King, left alone with his 
two brothers, only awaited death, which affaflins foon came and gave him. The 
aldeft had retired to his pagoda, where he bewailed over diforders, of which he was 
neither the author or accomplice. The two Princes, forfitken, by their mercenary 
flatterers, faved themfelves with a few fervants in a boat, taking with them a confiderable 
fum of money. 

As foon as the grand Prince was informed that the King’s palace was abandoned,, 
he ordered his people to take pofieflion of it. Several Princes of the royal family 
■■■> ■■ ■>., ■ ■* ' 

* The P» Tchacriis prefidctit of the council of Slate, and has the. department of the*whdle police of ' 
the kingdom. Afr thipmhunal all the concerns of the provinces are .decided., AU the governors are 
obliged to raider him an. account of their adminiflration, and order# which have not his teal, are not to be 
attended to. 

• remained 



. HlfTOR-Y OF SIAM. 


640 

remained in fhut up as in an inviolable and facred afyluiin with 
chains; made them fuffer every torture that ingenious wengeanee,;?<aiiB dorif&uaad 
having ftripped them of all their wealth, they had nothing bntdeathto hope for. 
This' civil war caufed the ihedding of jnuch blood ; but fewer fjeriflted in battle, than 
under the axe of the executioner. . 1 ! 

The new monarch, on afcending the throne gave an example of the greateft mode- 
ration, which obliterated the remembrance that he. had obtained it by the blbod of His 
fubjefts. He offered the elded of his nephews the crown ; but he could not draw 
him from his condition. This religious Prince relolved to die a 'pried, as he did Tome 
time after. 

The King thought himfelf feated but on a tottering throne, as long as the two 
fugitive -Princes were not in his power. The former mini iters, wandering through the 
kingdom, kept up the flame of civil difeord, which was rather f titled than extinguilhed. 
The Barcalon and Chacri had the imprudent audacity to appear i’ometimes afterwards 
in the capital, in the habit of their priefls. They counted on the impunity of their 
error, in appearing under fo refpefted an exterior. The monarch, not to encroach* 
on the privileges of the rank they hail embraced, had them feized by the chief priett. 
They appeared at the tribunal of their judge, when they underwent a drift examina- 
tion." Their artful and fubtile replies remained unanfwerable. They alledged that 
they had only executed the orders of the King, to whom they owed abfolute obedience. 
By this cxcuie they efcaped the dreadf ul death prepared for them. It had been deter- 
mined to hang them up with hooks under their chin, and to have f ufpended them in air, 
till they fhould have yielded their lad ligh. They wiihed their death to be like that of 
fi{h, or which their paflion for fifhing had exterminated a great number : an abomi- 
nable crime in the eyes of the Siamefe, who make a fcruple of killing them. 

, The firfl judges not having found fufficicnt reafon to condemn them, the King 
fought other means to get rid of them. He confulted the minifters and guardians of 
the laws of the kingdom, who after having examined the heads of accufation, replied, 
that fo far from meriting punifhment, they were deferving of the greateft rewards. 
This decifion ought to furprife, being pronounced by judges trembling under the 
fceptre of a defpot, who with a word might degrade or annihilate them : but tyrants 
always feck the aid of the laws, when they tend to proferibe obedience to the people, 
and they violate their purity when they would aflign bounds to their own ufurped 
power. :It was the defpot himfelf who dictated this decifion, which taught “ that a 
fubjeft is never wrong in executing the commands of his inafter.” 

He immediately ordered the accufed to be releafed : and, as if to reward their 
fidelity, he made them fuperiors of the two chief temples of the city, where they 
hoped to lead a tranquil life, under favour of their obfeurity, which is the only barrier 
of the fubjeft againit the attacks of arbitrary power. But fcarce had they arrived at 
their retreat, than towards the middle of the night, five or fix Malays came to demand 
them in. the King’s $arae. They fufpefted they brought their fentence of death. The 
Barcaloii; carelefs of life, only exprefled his contempt for it, and, far from appearing 
alarmed, he. upbraided the Chacri for his weaknefs and cowardice. .When at a little 
diftance from the pagoda,, they ftripped them of their prieft’s habit, and put a cloth 
Found their loins. The Barcalon beheld the approach of death without emotion, he 
pnefented his bofom to t|fo dagger M his executioners, and expired with afingle blow. 
TSfelQhacri on the cobm^,; eager to defend his life* received many wounds before 
hefeU. Their bodies w#eyfeken awt^r to be imparted: they were eXpsrfed to theYiew 
•f the multitude, as a monument of the juft vengeance of the monarch. , , ■»**'•' : 

•ii ... , j The 
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The two Princes who had cfcaped, were always the fubjed of great uneafinefs. 
They for a long time avoided the fearch that was made to difeover their retreat. It 
was of confequence to prevent their efcaping to any neighbouring nation, where they 
might fow the feeds of a revolution. They had concealed themfelves in a field of rice, 
where they were foon forfaken by their fervants with the exception of one, who 
remained faithful. This honeft creature brought them a little rice, and filh for their 
food. They palled a month in this manner, expofed to the inclemency of the air, and 
a prey to want and fear. 

At length this fervant was recognized in the market-place where he was buying 
fome food for his unfortunate mailers. Several people depofed that he was the com- 
panion of their Highr, and therefore muft know where they were concealed. Tortures 
forced his fecret from him. The Princes were carried off from their retreat,- and 
thrown into the prifons of the palace. From this moment they were convinced their 
death was nigh, and that their uncle would never pardon their being the fons of his 
enemy. They were interrogated, and in their anfwers Ihewed more refolution than, 
could be expe&ed from Princes fo young, • whofe education could nowife have cor- 
rected their civil propenfities. Their condemnation had preceded their trial, and they 
were both at the lame time adjudged to death. 

This King died in 1748, at the age of eighty-four. His fon Chaoual-Padou was 
immediately acknowledged by all the officers of Hate. This Prince, brought up from 
his tendered: infancy in thc j pagodas among prielts, had imbibed the poil’on of error. 
A zealous partifan of the ridiculous religion of his country, he had gained the hearts 
of all the nation, who faw their fuperflitions ennobled by fuch an illultrious example. 
A fevere obferver of jultice, he rigoroufly punilhed fraud mid robbery. His marriage 
which took place foon after his coronation, was looked upon, as a forerunner of the 
profperity of the empire. Some of his baftard brothers endeavoured to light up a civil 
war ; but their revolt did not pafs unpuniffied. They were thrown into prilbn where 
they died from want. Their death reltored tranquillity to the date. The people 
fubmiffive gave him no unealinefs : but his brother, who, for his vices and incefluous 
crimes, had been deprived of the fuccelfion and imprifoned for life by his father, and 
who he now had the weaknefs to recall to court, afforded an example of fcandalous 
licentioufnefs ; and a fevere cenfurer of public adminiftration, he rather affumed the 1 
King than aCted as a fubjeCl ; and to foften the vexation of his degradation, he 
affe&ed to take the right of the King, who was too modeft and too weak to punilh him- 
At length difgulled with inceflantly enduring his haughty caprices, the King refolved 
to abdicate a crown whofe weight oppreiVcd him. He renounced the tumult of public 
affairs, and preferred the filence of the pagodas, where nothing diilurbed the tranquil- 
lity of his loul. 

While he thus lived loft to the world, an enemy carried defolation and terror to the 
very gates of the capital. The King, without ability either for government or war,, 
was incapable of averting the ftorm. The Princes and great officers of ftatc, ran inu 
4 crowds to the pagoda of Chaoual-Padou, and earneftly befought him to reaffume the- 
reigns of the tottering empire. He yielded to their wilhes ; and his brother, diverting 
himfelf of his haughtind's, becaule he could no longer conceal even 'from himfelf, 
his weaknefs and incapacity, replaced in his hands, a feeptre he was unable to, 
fway : and himfelf requefted him to reafeend a throne who he alcne was worthy 
to fill. But before we enter into the details of this revolution, it may be proper 
to give fome Recount of the power and lituation of the people who came to attack 
them. 
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In 1754, the Bramas, a people of the kingdom of Ava, had for five years Jan* 
guiflied under the Pegouan yoke. They had beheld their King, their Queen, and the 
greater part of the Princes perilh. The remembrance of paft misfortunes, and the 
actual fuiferings of their prefent flavery and humiliation, caufed them inceffamJy to 
figh for a deliverer. But they fought him not among men enervated by the luxury 
of courts, and who, vain of their ulurped titles, eftimate their talents by their ambition. 
They call their eyes on one of their companions, named Manlong, a gardener by 
profcfhon, who, in a body, condemned to mean and laborious functions, contained the 
courage and lirmnefs of ;a hero. They all belought him with one general, voice to 
accept the lceptreand the crown, to free them from the yoke of their tyrants. “ Yes”, 

replied this extraordinary “ 1 confeut to be your King, but firlt, I muff prove 

y ou to be worthy to have fuch a leader as me. f command you to go and ftrike off 
the heads of thole fubaltern tyrants whom the Pegouans have appointed to opprefs you.” 
They replied, if that facrilice is all you reejuire of us, you find! loon be obeyed : and 
they inftantly flew and mafl'acrcd all the military and civil oflicers, whom their tyrants 
bad font to maintain them in obedience, They then returned to their hero, their 

hands dyed in the blood of their opprefl’ors, and with unanimous voice proclaimed 

him King. 

This monarch cliftributal arms to his fubjeds. lie taught them to ride, and to ufe 
•the tnufket to advantage; two things in which hr excelled. His iulileers had orders 
to fire on whoever fhould he cowardly enough to give way, either in a fiege or battle, 
'i’his new difcipline was briefly obferved. '1 he Bramas become invincible, gave laws 
to all the inhabitants of Pegue. One of their generals, who had retired with his army 
into the forcAs, learning thni the Bramas were returned to the kingdom of Ava, pro- 
fited by their abfence to retake Siriam, a city and port of Pegu, lie there fei/.ed a 
fhip, foon filled it out, and failed in the beginning of j 759 for Pondicherry on the 
coaft of Coromandel. At the fame time he wrote a letter to the governor of the 
French fcttlements in the Faff Indies, accompanied by rich prelects, to obtain from 
him cannon and warlike bores. 

This (hip could not reach the coaft of Coromandel ; the winds obliged her to put 
into Mcrgui, a city and port of the kingdom of Siam. The army of the Bramas returned 
to Siriam, three days after the departure of the vcflel. Their new' king, who was at 
their head, determined to intimidate the people by examples of feverity. The city was 
utterly deftroyed. At the very report of his coming, the Peguans buried thcmfelves 
in their forefts with their general. 

The governor of Tavail, a neighbouring city of Pegu, had there efhiblifhed an 
independent fovereignty. The King of the Bramas advanced fo far as Martavan, a 
city adjacent to Tavail, where he lent for the governor, who, too weak to refifl, 
refolved to obey. His fubmiflion could not fecurc his life ; his head was f truck off as 
foon as he arrived. It was in this palace, that the King hearing of the riches of Siam, 
conceived the defign pf making a conqucft of it : but w ifhing to veil his cupidity with 
a decent pretext, he made an excufe to demand the A) ip that had been taken from 
Siriam, and had put into Mcrgui. The court of Siam informed of the deftination 
of this veil'd Jfbr Pondicherry, ordered that it fhould be allowed to purfue its route, 
in order to maintain the good underflanding which fubfifted between the Siamefe and 
the French fcttlements. This refufal ferved as a pretext for a war which caufed 
the effufion of much blood. The King of the Bramas, after having feized all the 
fhipS and riches of the country, fixed his relidence at Tavail; from thence he 
detached thirty veffels, to pillage and reduce* the city of Mergui to afhes, with 

8 orders 
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orders to make Tennafferim, the capital of the province of that name, undergo the 
fame fate. 

At the approach of this fleet, the inhabitants of Mergui fled, and the city once 
fo populous, became a vaft defart. The fugitive inhabitants, after long wandering 
without an object, fought an afylum in the woods and del’ert iflands. 

The King of the Bramas, aftonilhed at the terror infpired by. his name and arms, 
concluded that the conqueft of the whole kingdom of Siam would not be difficult. A 
whole province fubdued by his little fleet, made him hope that nothing could oppol'e 
the fuccefs of his united forces ; and he repaired in perfon to Tavail, which he had 
appointed as the rendezvous for the different corps of his army. 

When the court of Siam received the news of the irruption of the Brainas, the 
Barcalon lent to alk for fome Chriltians to the Bifhop of Tstbraca, who replied that 
he would willingly fend all thofe, whom he thought able to defend their King and 
country. He immediately called together his flock, to reprefent to them the danger 
with which the country was threatened, and to elevate their courage above all dangers. 
More than an hundred took arms in the common caufe. This militia, contemptible 
in number, was fufficient to fet the example of courage to others. 

The King prieft, had juft reafeended the throne, but as he was only qualified for 
pacific concerns, he was deftitute of refources to maintain a war with glory, againlfc 
fo warlike a people. He too well knew the cowardice of his fubje&s, to put his truft 
in them. Iiis magazines were filled with cannon, mortars and other weapons ; but 
he wanted arms to make ufe of them. lie commanded a confufed and trembling 
multitude, equally incapable of attack or defence. It had been neceliary to raife 
in a hurry, troops without difeipline, or courage ; who turned pale at the report of a 
inufquet. They formed a numerous army, embarralling to iifelf by its confufion, and 
no ways formidable to the enemy. 

This pufillanimous militia threw down their arms at the approach of the Bramas, 
and vanquifhed without lighting, they took refuge in the royal city, which they over- 
crowded with ulelefs inhabitants. The Chriltians on the contrary were animated with 
an heroic boldncfs. 'file idea entertained of their courage had determined the King 
to entruft them with the protection of the palace, and the bullions of the city j but 
they could not multiply themfelves to oppole the torrent which inundated the plains. 
They had left their habitation without defence : and more attached to their duty than 

their polTeflions, they had abandoned them to the rapacity of an enemy, who only 

armed to plunder. 

The hour of its deftinv was not yet arrived for Siam. The King of the Bramas 
was then three days march from the royal city, when he was attacked with a mortal 
abfeefs. This Prince, lei’s affected with his own misfortune, than at the obltacle which 
flopped him in the triumphant eourfe of his profperity, called to him fome Europeans 
who ferved in his army, l ie alkcd them how long it would take them to reduce the 
city ; thefe adventurers replied that they only required three days to make him mailer 
of it. Fly then inftantly, laid the King, to that rich conqueft, and if fortune ihould 

not fecond your courage, immediately return to me. * 

The army moved forward ; all the towns and villages fell a prey to the flames. The 
fuburbs of the royal city lhared the fame fate. Only the quarter belonging to the 
C.hriftians was fpared. The Bramas, convinced of their courage, dared not contend 
with men too detached from this world to fear death. Some Chriftians who had not 
imitated others in thdr*8ight, killed two of the enemy with the mulkets of the fend- 
* 4 n 2 nary. 
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nary, and this bold refinance was the fafety of all. The Bramas frightened had no 
farther inclination to attack them. The quarter of the Dutch was reduced to alhes ; 
only the wanehoufe was fpared, which contained too rich and precious merchandize 
not to tempt the greedy cupidity of thefe military robbers. 

While the country atforded this defolating fpedtacle, the royal city of Siam was 
vigoroufly attacked ; f but the enemy, after many ufelefs aflaults, was obliged to aban- 
don his enterprize, and, profiting by the darknefs of the night to hide his fhame and 
retreat, he made the fame fignals as ufual, to lead the Siatnefe to believe he was ftill 
round their walls. 

It was the intelligence of the death of their King which determined the Bramas to 
renounce their conquefts. *l’he youngeft of his fons, who had received his laft figh, 
caufed himlelf to be proclaimed King. He had occafion for the army to eftablifli his 
yet young authority, and to awe thofc inclined to murmur. The troops received or- 
ders to evacuate the provinces of the kingdom of Siam, and never was retreat con- 
ducted with more precipitation. 

The Siamefe, delivered from their oppreflors, returned to their former pofleffions. 
Inftruded by experience, they fhould have lought the means of preventing frefli in- 
vafions. The Dutch fettled in the kingdom could have fupplied them with artillery- 
men, of whom they had a great number at Batavia, in the illand of Java ; but their 
fin pi cl tranquillity diflimulated the danger, and, prefumptuous without courage, they 
would have thought they difgraccd themfclves in rcquelting the a fli fiance of a foreign 
nation to inftrudt them. The high idea this people entertain of themfclves led them 
to believe that the Chriftians brought up at Siam were a bulwark againft foreign af- 
faults. The proofs of intrepidity they had given made them refpedted as heroes who 
watched over the public fafety. They called the French church the church of vidtory ; 
and in rccompencc for the fervices they had received from them, they made prefents 
to the bi/hop, his priefts, and their difciples, of habits fuitable to their ftations. All 
the Chriftians who had contributed to the defence of the country were remunerated 
with a fum of money. Eight of them who had mod diftinguifhed themfclves in the 
hour of danger were advanced to the firft military rank. 

Every thing announced a lading calm, when the ftatc found itfelf again thrown into 
confuiion. The King pafl’ed fentence of death againft one of his brother’s favourites, 
fufpedled of having maintained a fecret correfpondence with the enemy. This fentence 
was looked upon as an abule of his power : the people called for an account of the blood 
fpilt on flight luipicions. A general difeontent determined the monarch to return to 
his pagoda, -and he feemed to defeend from the throne with more plcafure than when 
he took pofleflion of it. His elder brother again took the reins of the empire, and his 
rekindled ‘ambition made him aflurne a lituaJon whofe elevation more plainly expofed 
his vices and follies. 

It was in May 1762 that the Prince abdicated the crown to embrace the ftate of 
priefthood. Numbers of Siamefe followed his contagious example : all were ennobled 
by the precedent of a mafter. The priefts, more proud of the dignity of their ftate 
lince the King had aflumed their habit, demanded the fame honours that were paid to 
their gods. The ignorant and feduced multitude exhaufted their fortunes to beftow 
alms on them and fupport their idlenefs. The holy minifters, who were poor from 
the rules of their fociety, found wealth in the folly, pf the people — an inexjjauftible 
fund, and ever open to impoftors. It was not that their manners infpired much refpett 
for them: they often presented fcandalous feenes, and, fure "of impunity, they even 

dildained 
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■tlifdaincd to draw a veil over the beaflly and impure pleafurcs they gave themfelves up 
to. Avaricious and crafty, they feized by the cunning of chisanerv whatever they 
could not obtain by fedu&ive arts. 

The reigning monarch, by his example, authorized all thefe diforders. Unre- 
{trained in his defires, unblufliing in his actions, he had no other rule than his incli- 
nations ; and in the intoxication of his brutal pafiions, he had the impudence publicly 
to marry his fifter by his father’s fide. The minifters, befotted by debaucheries, into 
which they plunged to gratify their mailer, were neither capable of forefeeing nor 
fearing the norms. *Their fecurity was founded on the information that the King of 
the Bramas, a relllefs and warlike Prince, had, on his return to the kingdom of Ava, 
been dethroned, and that his elder brother, contented with reigning over his own 
fubjeSts, had no ambition for conqueils. 

Firm in his determination to maintain peace, he loudly blamed thofe who had ad- 
vifed his father to attempt an invafion or the kingdom of Siam, which had been wa- 
tered with the blood of the Bramas, more precious than the vile fpoils they had 
brought away. Such pacific difpofitions promifed a lading calm to the neighbouring 
nations j but the dedined hour arrived that was to punidi a people burled in doth and 
debauchery. The pacific monarch was carried od' by a premature death ; and his 
fucceffor, full of ambition, and too confined in his dates, was the rod that heaven 
made ufe of to punilh the Siamel'e. 

CHAP. XVII. — Revolution of 1767. 

THE new King of the Bramas breathed nothing but war and daughter. Led away 
by the redlednefs of his character, he placed his glory in fpreading the temped that 
reigned in his own bofom over foreign nations. Too proud and prefumptuous to dif- 
fimulate, he loudly proclaimed that he had promifed his dying father to complete the 
dedrudtion of a bafe and cowardly nation, which only waited for a conqueror to wear 
his chains. Some of his mandareens fufpended his ambitious dedgns. His fird vic- 
tories were gained over his dubborn and rebellious fubjeSts. As foon as he had con- 
quered and punifhed them, he fent one of his generals, at the head of five thoufand of 
his bed troops, to retake Tavail, the governor of which, although a Brama, had 
made himfelf independent in 1761. 

This rebel, not finding himfelf powerful enough to fupport his caufe with his own 
forces, fought the alliance of the Englifli, who furniflied him with all kinds of warlike 
ftorcs. At the fame time a veffel from the coad of Coromandel, laden with rich pre- 
sents for Pegu, was obliged to put into Tavail. The temptation of a rich prey feduced 
the governor, who refolved to appropriate fo many valuable effects to himfelf, to pur- 
chafe the alliance of the Siamefe, who alone could fupport him in his ufurpations. 
Unjudly feizing thefe magnificent fpoils, he fent them to the King of Siam, whofe 
aflifltance he folicited. The miniders deliberated if it was confident with their matter's 
dignity to receive this embaffy ; and, for a long time, uncertain* as to the advantages 
or evils which .might refult from it, they thought they Ihould leave it to the prudence 
of the bifhop of Tabraca and the miflionaries, who having no perfonal intereft to inter- 
fere, ought to view it in a juder and more extenfive light. They anfwered with their 
natural candour, that it would be contrary to judice and policy to become the pro- 
testors of a rebel. They added, that Tavail had always been fubjeSt to the Bramas; 
and that by affording affiftance to the ambitious perfon who had ufurped its fovereignty, 
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was to become accomplices in his rebellion, and to cxpole the kingdom to the ven- 
geance of a formidable neighbour, who had nothing to fear from defeat, and every 
thing to hope from victory. The King’s minifters, fatisfied with this anfvver, required 
them to give it in writing ; being perfuaded that the authority of the prelate and miflion- 
ers, proved by their morals and prudence, would have great weight in the King’s mind. 

The memorial was drawn up, and the minifters gave it to the King’s brother-in- 
law, whole covetous heart in fccrct devoured the prefents of the rebel governor. He 
feemed hin t that, through fall'e delicacy, they fhould deprive him of the food for his 
avarice, lie tore the writing which contained the principles on which depended the 
peace and profperity of the empire. It is thus that, in all ages, the public deftiny has 
depended on the avarice of ‘individuals. 

The intrigues of favourites prevailed, and the ambafladors were received with 
honour, and heard with complacency. Inliant orders were font to the governor of 
Tennafterim to fend off men and arms to the relief of Tavail ; but this ftep was ufelefs, 
the governor of that city had rendered himfelf the object of public execration ; it was 
by the cffufion of the blood of its firft citizens that lie fought to eftahlifh his infant 
pow r er, and his new fubjeefs u'crc all become his enemies. The oppreffed people had 
two or three times attempted his life in 1762 ; and the more he punifhed the more he 
became hated. So many confpiracies are a lelTon to Kings and minifters who abufe 
their power : it only needs to fhed one drop of blood to create thoufands of avengers ; 
and feverity of puniihments has often converted thofe into rebels who at firft were only 
murmurers. , 

1 ’he general of the Bramas was arrived at Martavan with his army ; from thence ho 
W'rote to the governor, requiring of him to receive him into the place without refin- 
ance : he threatened thole in the fever eft manner who fhould refufe to concur in his 
defigns. The people of Tavail, who faw an army ready to inveft their ramparts, de- 
clared they were determined to return to the obedience of their lawful mailer. The 
11 fur per, . furrouncled by foreign and domcftic enemies, weak within, and threatened 
without, had no resource but in flight. 

This rebel, for a long time a wanderer and fugitive, fought an afylum in the port of 
Mergui, where he was followed by his relations and a few partifans, generous enough 
to fliare his misfortunes, or perhaps guilty enough to dread the vengeance of an angry 
judge. His fleet, compofed of fixty galleys, did not infpire confidence in the inha- 
bitants, frightened at having within their walls a fugitive followed by a victorious 
army. The confternation was general : fomc fled into the woods, and others among 
the defert iflands, dreading lefs to perifh by famine, than to have to anfwer to an en- 
raged conqueror. 

'fhe governor feared that thofe who had given him an afylum might not long refpeft 
the laws of holpitality. lie only afked them for a fmall aflilhmce to retake his city, 
which he left on falfe reports. lie had confidered that the letter from the general of 
the Bramas had been- brought by the advanced guards, which he even kept in time of 
peace : from that he began to doubt its authenticity, and fufpc&ed that it was the work 
of fome difeontented perfons, who had forged it to create a falfe alarm and oblige him 
to fly. He became fo familiarized with this idea, that he perfuaded himfelf he had no 
other enemies than his own lubjetls. Thus the victim of his credulity, he went to 
giye himfelf up’to the diferetion of an offended mafter. 

.This conje&urc gained fuch ground, that the captains of veflels that were in the 
port of Mergui, and w ho had been alarmed at the firft intelligence of the approach of 

the 



HISTORY OV SIAM- 


the Bramas, thought tbemfelvcs in perfect iecurity. Trade, which had been inter* 
rupted for fame time, flouriftied as before. The fugitives returned home, and the 
city, which for eight days had been a defert, again beheld its former inhabitants. The 
Chriftians had teftificd the utmoft eagernefs to embark for the coaft of Coromandel, 
and now not one would accept the oflicious oiler of a Portuguefe captain, who failed 
on the 8th of January, 1765 ; but it was not long before they perceived they had been 
the dupes of their own fecurity. 

On the 10th of January, in the evening, on the fide next the river, was heard, all 
of a fudden, the confnfed node of a multitude, who made the air ring with their cla- 
mours. Tin's tumult made it believed the enemy was approaching, and that the firft 
apprehenfions were but too well founded. , In fact, he was only three or four leagues 
from the city, and a pilot had feen ten of the flaps. A flight calm fucceeded this firft 
confuiion. The pit. :, when queftioned, laid he had not feen any thing, and on his 
teitimony every one returned quietly to his home. 

The miflioners more calm, as they had beheld the tranquillity which reigned on 
board the (hips that were at anchor in the middle of the river, affirmed that the uproar 
that they thought they had heard was but an error of the imagination difturbed by 
fear ; but feme fifty difeharges of cannon, about lour o’clock in the morning, was the 
unequivocal ligtral of the arrival ot the Bramas. The weeping inhabitants now only 
contemplated the image of death or approaching captivity. The captains of merchant 
veflels inftantly cut their cables, and, fearful of falling into the power of a favage 
enemy, they abandoned theinielves without a pilot to the courfe of the waters, heed- 
%1's of the accidents to be apprehended in a river, the inequalities of whofe bed made 
them liable to fhipwreck. 

The Chriftians, who had a recent remembrance of the miferies of the la ft war, 
fhuddered with horror on contemplating thofe favage animals imbrued in the blood of 
decrepid age, and infants flaughtered on the ftill reeking bodies of their mothers. 
All fled to their barks, and exerted their utmoft to fly from inevitable death. The 
Bramas landed without refiftance. The love of life made them forget the means of 
defence. The volumes of flames which arofe on all Tides made the inhabitants con- 
clude that their whole country was only one vaft funeral pile, whofe fire was to con- 
fume them. 

The general, who remained on the fhore, made ftrict enquiries to difeover where 
individuals had depofited their riches, and he tore their fccret from them by torture. 
The Bramas are incefl'antly thirftiug after riches, and though born with warlike dif- 
pofitions, it is rather the love of pillage than glory that makes them prodigal of their 
blood. War to them is only a mule, and he who returns with the richeft fpoil has 
the greater {hare of the refpocl of his country. An enemy who falls into their power 
has every thing to fear when unable to fatiate their avarice 5 and it may be faid that 
they are only cruel from an excels of avarice. 

The Bramas were too avaricious to confine their cupidity to the qonqueft of Mergui : 
one of their generals marched with the main body of the army, and advanced againft 
Tennaflferim, the capital of the province of that name. This city, fortified by art and 
nature, did not appear a fuflicient bulwark to flop this horde of vagabonds* who arrived 
at the foot of their walls without meeting with any refiftance. The gates were open : 
the affrichted inhabitants had fled to the woods to avoid a danger they were ftrong 
enough ro have refilled. Fear had exaggerated the number of their enemies, and, in 
the eyes of the timid, phantoms are realities. Their governor had fet them the ex- 
ample of defertion, and they were rather vanquiflted by their fear than by the arms 
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and courage of the enemy. The Bramas loaded their (hips with .their fpoils, and 
when they had carried off every thing that could tempt their avarice, they reduced the 
city to allies, and their army returned triumphant to Mergui. 

More occupied in pillaging than in making conquefts, their army confumed in de- 
bauchery the wealth of the conquered. When they had exhaufted their booty they 
fought a new prey. The general, vain of his firft fuccefs, promifed himfelf eafy tri- 
umphs. He inarched againft Juthia, perfuaded that the conqueft of the capital would 
give the other cities the example of fubmiflion. Immenfe forefts were to be traverfed, 
and fteep mountains were to be climbed. All thefe obftacles were forefeen and over- 
come. The provinces fituated to the north-weft of the royal city were ravaged : the 
inhabitants only efcaped death or flavery by difperfing in the woods, where they dif- 
puted their food with the wild beafts. The lire which devoured the towns and vil- 
lages threw the capital fnto confternation. The Siamefe, threatened with approaching 
ruin, united their forces : they marched trembling againft an enemy whofe valour they' 
had fo often experienced. They rifked an engagement, and fought with more courage 
than they were accuftomed to do : their bloody defeat left all the country in the power 
of the conqueror : the fields, laid wafte by fire, only prefented fcorching allies ; and 
the famine which threatened was as terrible a fcourge as the fword of the barbariaas. 

While this vi&orious army every where fpread defolation, a new fwarm of barba- 
rians covered this devaftated kingdom. The Bramas finding no refiftance, overran- 
the provinces, and every where left traces of their ravages. They built a city at the 
confluence of the two rivers, which they called Michoug. This new bulwark wasan^ 
afylum they prepared for themfelves in cafe of a reverfe of fortune, to make it the' 
centre of their force. 

While ftorms lhook the whole empire, the King of Siam, fhut up in his feraglio, 
confoled himfelf with his concubines for the mifenes of his fubje&s. The news that 
the enemy had evacuated Tennafferim and Mergui had given room to believe that the 
danger was over, and that the ftate had no farther occafion for protestors. In fhorr, 
the Bramas were at the gates of the city, and they had not the fliadow of an army to 
oppofe them. The King awoke from his profound fleep at the noife of the inhabitants 
of the country, who rulhed in crowds to take refuge in the royal city. They em- 
ployed than to repair the fortifications : they raifed columns forty feet high to mount 
cannon on. The Chrillians refufed to aflift at this labour, convinced of its inutility, 
and that they would crumble under their own weight. 

The enemy, before they began the attack on the royal city, laid wafte all the terri- 
tory. They were certain of finding fubfiftencc in the back country, of which they 
were mafters, and their deftruSUve policy was to oblige the Siamefe to furrender by 
famine. One of their detachments extended its ravages to the very gates of the city. 
Bancok, a fortrefs which defended the approaches to it, was deftroyed ; the gardens, 
Itripped of their ornaments, were covered with ruins. A college the miflioners had 
eftabliftied in the environs was reduced to allies. After this excurfion the incendiaries 
retired with precipitation to the main body of their army, and their retreat for a mo- 
ment allayed the alarm. 

At this period two Englifli veffels arrived. The captain brought the King an Ara- 
bian horfe, a lion, and feveral valuable articles. This captain* whofe name was 
Powny, had op, fome occafions proved his courage. The King, who had more confi- 
dence in his valour and talents than in his cowardly and effeminate courtiers, begged 
him to undertake the defence of the city ; but the Englilhman, convinced that he 
Jfhould be badly feconded by a people void of courage, reiufed the honour of the com- 
mand : 
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njand : die e$a$iple of the Dutch, who had withdrawn, confirmed him in his repug- 
nande .“They would not have abandoned their factory, which contained 

futh valuable effefVs, if they had thought the Siamcfe capable of leconding of them in 
the common defence. He wag irrefolutc on the part he fliould take, when he fuddcnly 
found himfelf attacked by the Bramas, who, mailers of Bancok, took their difpofi- 
tions to hatter him with cannon. 

The brave Fngli/hman, too weak to defend himfelf, and too brave to fubmit, took 
the wife refolution to tow his vdfel up to the narrows, where the barbarians were en- 
deavouring to fortify .themfelves ; but the fire from the artillery of the {hips deltroyed 
their works, and carried death among their ranks. Protected by their cannon, the 
F.n'difh could defy the fury of the Bramas with impunity. The inaftion they expe- 
rienced on board their fliips wounded their pride, and, impatient to puniih their ag- 
■m'lfors, they made fevoral defeents, and throwing them fives' in order on their undif- 
ciplincd enemies, they madea dreadful carnage of them. 

Pownv, forced by neceflity, confenled to undertake the defence of the city, on con- 
dition that they would furnifh him with cannon, and whatever was r.accfi'ary for attack 
and defence. Mis demand was complied with, and, as a pledge for his fidelity, the 
Siam efe required him to depofit his mcrchandife in the public magazine. This con- 
dition wounded his pride, but he was obliged to fubmit to it. He delivered thirtv- 
eieht bales of valuable effefts, and embarked the reft in different ftiips, and after 
having fettled every thing with the minifters, he went on board his own {hip, where 
he prepared to juftify the opinion they entertained of his courage. He ordered 
defeents, which were all mutderous to the enemy : their forts, lcarcely erected, were 
deft roye’d : every day was marked with their defeat or flight. In order to profit by 


that as the enemy was preparing to make an attack on the othci fide of the city, they 
wanted all the cannon they had to rcpulfe them. 

The Englilhman, irritated at this infraction of their progufes, refolved to abandon 
a nr-onb who could neither fight themlblves, nor fupply their friends with the means 
of defending them : but before he failed, he publifhed a kind of rnamfefto agamft the 
biarnefe Monarch to juftify his defertton. He foized fix C.hinefc vcff ls, one of which 
war.' loaded on the King’s account ; the other five came to trade at Siam, and were 
{lopped in the gulph, where they wore much furprifed to find themfelves ft ripped of 
their effects. The Fngliffman, to indemnify them for what he had taken, gave the 
captains letters of exchange drawn on the King of Siam, to the amount of thethirty- 
eicht. bales he had depofited with him. After having thus fee tired himfelf, he boldly 
triffed before his enemies, who. inftead of troubling his retreat , congratulated them- 
felvos on beine freed from a rival who alone could hinder their fuccels. _ 

His departure railed the courage of the Bramas, who now only having to tight 
agamft effeminate men, every where carried defolation The pagodas became a f 
prey fo the flanu-v nn.l die lend tliev llnnned t mm *1 
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the labourer, tifir the* produce of lowing. The grains of rice which the year before 
had fallen from the hands of the reapers, took root, and came to maturity, ihis un« 
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expected bounty was a great confolaft'on to people threatened with famine. But what 
jhould have been a refourcc to {hem, was the caufe of their misfortune: tWfnhabitattts 
being fpread over the fields to gather in the rice, were furprifed tty the Bramas, wffio 
led them captive to their camp. , . • 

While the Bramas, fpread through all the provinces, warred againft man and nature 
by their devaftations, the King and his fuperllitious miniflers put all their truft in , their 
magicians. The officers and foldiers, led away by this example, confulted them on 
the means to render themfelves invifible, that they might attack the enemy without 
being fcen ; and the hopes of learning a fecret which favourcd„their cowardice, pre- 
vented them from cxpofing themfelves to fight till it had been revealed to them. The 
illufion was lb ftrong, that experience was unable to convince them of the vanity of 
that lying art. The chiefs, as cowardly as the fubalterns, feemed only to have taken 
arms to turn them againft their fellow citizens. They difpoffeffed them of their 
money and corn, under pretence of providing for the wants of the foldier, to whom 
they diftributed but the molt worthlefs portion of their plunder, and that trifling bounty 
ferved them as a veil to cover their extortions. 

A Siamefc Prince, who had been exiled to Ceylon, was touched with the miferies 
of his country. He forgot that he had been ill treated ; he was (till powerful enough 
to raife an army, which he had the generofity to offer to his perfecutors. The court 
of Siarri, too proud to accept the affiltance of a banilhed man, whofe zeal cenfured his 
injuries, rejected his offers with contempt, and inftead of feeking him as a protedor, 
fent fe.veral detachments againft him, which were fometimes victorious, fometimes 
defeated. This conduct was the more imprudent, as it divided their forces at a time 
when the army of the Bramas became every day ftronger by the junction of difeon- 
tented Siamefe. 

It was in the month of March that the enemy’s army advanced to within two leagues 
of the city. It was arrefted on its march by the death of the general, who was carried 
off by a quincey. It was judged expedient to hide his death from the foldiers, and 
the fecret was only difclofed by the diffentions which broke out among the chiefs, who 
all wiflied to affume the command ; but foon united by their thirft for plunder, they 
put themfelves in motion, to proceed to the pillage of the moft celebrated and richeft 
temple in the environs of the capital. They flattered themfelves with finding the foot 
of an idol which was of maffive gold ; but the King of Siam had the precaution to re- 
move into his palace this monument of public worlhip, which the barbarians, though 
fuperftitious, would but have little refpeCted. 

The Bramas, irritated at being deprived of this prey, revenged themfelves on the 
walls of the temple, which they demoli/hed, and on its ruins ereCted an edifice con- 
fecrated to profane ufes. The other pagodas built round the city were not fpared; 
They were built with brick and furrounded with ditches, which appeared to defend 
them from fire or the affaults of an enemy. The Chriftian churches, on the contrary, 
were only conftru&cd of ftakes and boards, lefs fit to protect them than to facilitate 
the progrefs of the flames. But, in fpite of their weak ftate, they were maintained by 
the vigilance and courage of thofe who had the charge of defending them j and the 
enemy did not fet a foot in them till after tjjs Siamefe and Chinefe had experienced 
frequent defeats. 

The 7th of September, 1 766, they got poffeflion of a very high tower, about three 
furlongs diftant from the royal city. They planted a battery of cannon on it, .to bear 
on the ftrand, which made them abfolute mafters of the river. The danger becoming 
more prefling, the Siamefe had no hope but in the Chriftians, whofe heroic valour 
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iiad been r |>jfOYe 4 .in the lafi; revolution. They gave them the defence of the baftions ; 
they granted them' thirty pieces of cannon, balls, and powder. ’Six thoufand Chinefe 
were ordered to defend the Dutch factory, and a large pagoda contiguous to it ; and, 
by a particular favour, they made them a prefent of rather better than four hundred 
pounds fterling. 

The Chriltians were but eighty-four in number to defend different ports, expofed 
to the furprifals of a numerous army. This brave militia were not trained to military 
dtfcipline, nor to the ufe of arms ; a fwordand mufket in their hands would have been 
a fubjeefc of derifion'in the eyes of an European foldier. But notwithftanding their 
awkwardnefs, they were the flower of the Siamefe army, and there was only the abufe 
of their courage to be apprehended from them. The firft days parted in fkirntiflies, 
but at length the enemy, having united his forces, got polfeflion of five large temples, 
which were converted into fo many fortreffes, from whence they battered the advanced 
works, and efpecially the church of St. Jofeph, the roof of which was fhot through, 
without the leaft injury to the multitude affembled in it. 

On the 8 th of December they were informed that the befiegers were preparing a 
frefh afiuult. The Chriftians immediately marched out of the church with drums and 
trumpets; they engaged, and made a great flaughter of the enemy, who were rather 
vanquifhed by their fears than the arms of the Chriftians. This firft fuccefs tnfpired 
them with courage to become the aggreffors in their turn : >they attacked the Bramas, 
who were entrenched in a pagoda ; nothing could withftand them : they returned with 
an elephant, a brilliant pledge of their victory. Their name became formidable to the 
enemy and the boaft of their fellow citizens. 

The Portuguefe, who dwelt about two fhort leagues from the bifliop of Tabraca, 
alfo gave ftriking proofs of their bravery : they cut to pieces a number of Bramas who 
had attempted to dorm their college. Confounded and difheartened at the ufeleffnefs 
of their attacks, they retired filled with admiration for this handful of Chridians, whom 
they feared much more than fifty thoufand Siamefe, who had neither the courage to 
\vait for them, nor to purfue them in their retreat. It is true that thefe Chridians, 
though more courageous, were not better difeiplined, and it was that fault which 
caufed the lofs of the French quarter. The guard was buried in a profound fleep, 
when the Branvas, recovered from their firft terror, let fire to the upper part of the 
bilhop’s quarter. The Chriftians took refuge in crowds in the church, where the 
cries of the women and children announced a peril, the horrors of which were re- 
doubled by the darknefs of the night. One Chriftian, who had ftrayed, was unmer- 
cifully maflacred ; the others made an obftinate defence ; and though furprifed, they 
appeared invincible. The enemy, every where repulfed, attempted an attack on the 
Dutch quarter. 

The reputation of their courage drew many Siamefe and Chinefe to their quarter, 
who, under their {hade, thought themfelves flickered “from the tempeft. All con- 
tributed to the general defence : they railed walls on the ruins of deftroyed pyramids : 
the Chinefe found among them a great deal of filver : the Chriftians had the leaden 
gutters for their fhare, of which they made balls. » ^ 

The city, ready to fall into the power of the Bramas, would have been* buried in its 
ruins, if they had not had recourfe to negociation to foften the befiegers, alreadyarmed 
with torches to reduce it to aihes. The Bramas, proud of their i’upefiority, replied 
that they had no other conditions to preferibe than for them to furrender at diferetion, - 
and that they were determined to ufe all the rights that victory gave them. Such hard 
laws were rejeded, and hoftilities recommenced. On the 28 th of April, 17671 the 
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city was taken by affault. The .riches of the palace and pagodas ^fcame a heap ©f 
alhes and ruins: the’golden images of the fall'e gods were melted,> and th^?Blind rage 
of thefe barbarians deprived them of the rewards which had awakened their cupidity. 
Their own fury robbed them of their prey ; and to revenge their lofs, they tirade their 
refentment fall on the inhabitants, whom they burnt on the foies of their feet, to make 
them difeover the places where their treafure was hid. They violated their weeping 
daughters before their eyes. 

The priefts, iufpeCted of concealing riches, were run through with darts or lances, 
and many were knocked on the head with clubs : the fields, as well as the pagodas, 
were it rewed with the dead : nothing was to be feen but carcafes floating down the 
rivers, and the Itcnch attrafled fwarms of flies, who revenged the country by the ra- 
vages they caufed in tlye army during its retreat. The great officers of the kingdom, 
and the Monarch’s favourites, were loaded with irons and condemned to row in the 
galleys. The King, wituefs of the miferies of his courtiers, endeavoured to efcape the 
horrors of their fate ; but he was dilcovered, and maflacred at the gate of his palace. 

The King, prieft-torn from the filence of his retreat, was led captive with the Princes 
and Princeffes of his blood ; and all, through fear of death, owned they had concealed 
treafures. When the avarice of the enemy found nothing further to glut itfelf with, 
and the country only prefented the fpe&acle of the dead and the dying, the vi&orious 
army began its march towards Pegu. It led in its train the King of Siam, who, inftead 
of courtiers, had only the companions of his captivity, lefs wretched than himfelf, as 
they had not fallen from fuch a height. The bifhop of Tabraca, included in the ge- 
neral misfortune, was put on board a galley. The detachment that guarded him was 
commanded by a man who had nothing of the barbarian in him. His courage and 
fervices had procured him the government of Tavail, a poft of trull, which juftifitd 
the difcerninent of the mailer in the choice of a fervant. 

CHAP. XVIII. — Sequel of the Revolution of 1 767. 

AS foon as the army of the Bramas had evacuated the kingdom it had juft con- 
quered, the wandering and difperfed Siamefe emerged from the woods that had ferved 
them for retreats, and, uniting, they approached their capital. Animated with ven- 
geance and the recollection of their misfortunes, they every where carried defolation : 
they facrificcd every one of the Bramas they could meet with. But the blood of their 
opprelfors with w'hich they were imbrued could not alleviate the horrors of famine 
which raged among them. Rice was ft) dear that it had ceafed to be a refource : they 
were reduced to feed on wild roots and bamboo fprouts, which flioot up out of the 
earth like the afparagus of Europe. They were likewife alllifted with a lingular dis- 
order ; thofe who w'ere attacked by it loll their memory and fpeech : they became 
delirious, but at intervals had lucid moments, which made them more feverely feel 
the horrors of their, fituation. 

The Siamefe, though united by a thirft for vengeance, were divided among them- 
felves by the ambition of the command. Phaia-Thad, a Siamefe officer, bora of a 
Chinefe, had attracted the eyes of the nation. Equally politic and warlik he paved 
the way to his greatnefs by affecting to defpife it. He was called to the command by 
the unanimous voice of the nobles and people. At firft he only afiumed the modelt 
title of defender of the nation ; and covering his ambitious views with the veil of mo- 
deration, would only appear as citizen that he might really be King. Armed with 
the fupreme power, he had the policy to obtain allies, perfuaded that the people, 
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inconftant in their affeflions, quickly pafs from love to hatred, and delight in 
deftroying their own work, as foon as ever that the matter they created ceafes to 
refpeft their caprices. 

Experience had taught him that the prietts, abufing their power over the ignorant- 
multitude, fomented revolts and popular commotions. lie conceived a hatred for 
them which he took no pains to conceal. He looked upon the veneration paid 
them, as a diminution of his power, and this competition made him defire the extinc- 
tion of thefe religious idolaters, who, poor by profeffion, enjoyed in indolence the 
fruits of the labour of the artifan and cultivator. A Sancrat, who enjoyed a high 
reputation, was accufed of incontinence. Phaia Thae made him appear before his 
tribunal, and condemned him to undergo the proof by fire. The foies of his feet, 
were wounded by the burning coals, and this was a prbof that he was guilty. He 
would have been fentenced to lofe his head, if powerful intcrfcffions had not obtained 
his pardon, under the fpecious pretence, that his death would be an opprobrium, and 
the gods would be lefs refpe&ed when their minifters were difgraced. 

Phaia-Thae elevated all thofe who had been the architects of his greatnefs to the 
firft dignities of the Hate. An implacable enemy to the Bramas, he denounced 
fevere punifhment on their partifans, who fowed the feeds of rebellion in the king- 
dom. In 1 769 he fhewed his benevolence towards the poor. A drought had caufed 
a great fcarcity, the general confequence of war, which fufpends labour, and flackens 
the induftry of the hulbandman. Deftruftive rats had not waited the ripening of 
the rice to devour it : the feeds had been deftroyed in the earth, radilhes and herbs 
had fallen their prey. The refource of the yam had failed, which is a kind of 
potatoe, fo large, that fometimes one is as much as a man can carry. Swarms of 
flies and gnats, attracted by the fmell of the dead bodies, darkened the air, and made 
troublelome warfare with the living. 

It was under thefe deplorable circumflances that Phaia-Thae difclofed his com- 
paflionate difpofition. The poor did not long pine in want. The public treafury* 
generally exhaufted to fupport luxury, was opened for the relief of the wretched. 
Foreigners for ready money furnifhed thofe productions which the foil of the country 
had denied. The ufurper by his bounty juilified the titles of his greatnefs; . Abides 
were reformed : fecurity was re-eft ablifhed. Frequent and bloody executions pu- 
nifhed and prevented crimes. Ihe law which never creates murmurrers, was fubfti- 
tuted for arbitary power, which fooner or later makes rebels. In fecuring the public 
tranquillity he ftrengthened his ufurped power ; and his right to the throne could, 
not be contefted, if it fell to the lot of him who only fought the public good. 

On the firft intelligence of the revolt of the Siarnefe, the King of the Bramas 
had fent orders to the governor of Tavail to enter that rebellious kingdom with 
fire and fword, and to augment his army with the inhabitants of his city, to 
make them the inftruments of the entire ruin of their country. Thefe people had 
contrived to difguife their hatred againft their new opprefl'ors, under an affectionate 
exterior. , 

The general only took a ftnall number of Bramas with him, becaufe, deceived by . 
appearances, he had put all his truft in the Siarnefe, who he thought were fincerely 
attached to him. It was not long before he found he had been thfe dupe of their 
hypocritical zeal. (He detached them againft the city of Bcancham, and as foon as 
they became matters of it, they fhut the gates, and declared they had only taken up 
arms to ufe them againft their opprefl’ors. They turned the cannon of the place againft 
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thofc who till then had been their companions. The genrpal ^ 'theftf- 

traitors, if that name fhould be given to the avengers of their where 

fought for provifions,' and every where he found enemies. The fields %eiufelve» were 
rebellious to his willies, and refufcd to fupply his wants. The Bramas inTheir Jaft 
irruption, had ftrippcd them of their fruit-trees. The beads of burthen, who, found' 
nothing to feed on in thele plains, which only prelented heaps of alhes, difperfed 
to feek their food elfewhere. At length the army had only provifions for three 
days. A longer perfeverancc would rather have been obfiinacy than heroic forti- 
tude. The general thought he ought to preferve the lives of jhe reft of the men 
enirufted to his care; he therefore made a retreat, which had nothing difgraceful 
in it, becaufe it was neceflary. As loon as he arrived at Tavail, he informed his 
matter of the bad fuccefs of his expedition, the failure of which he threw on the defection 
of his army. . 

The King of Ava, humbled to experience reverfes in a country which had been the 
theatre of his triumphs, meditated thegnoft cruel vengeance. But when he prepared 
to march againft it in perfon to realize his threats, he was prevented in the execution 
of his projects by difputes he had with the Chinefe, of which this was the caufe or at 
lead the pretence. 

The Bramas, after having laid wade the kingdoms of Pegu, Siam, and Aracan, 
declared war againft the Chinele, under pretence of taking revenge of a linall nation 
of what they called barbarians, but who were lefs fo than ihemfclvcs. This obfeure people, 
and wilts were iatisfied to remain fo, lived in f'oreds which leparate the kingdom ol 
Ava from the empire of China, where, confining themfelves to the productions of an 
ungrateful foil, they had no ambition to attempt the liberty of their neighbours. This 
wild nation, which knew no other wealth than its independancc, feemed by its poverty 
to be free from ever tempting the avarice of a conqueror. The Kings of Ava, had 
always been its protestors, and it had fubmitted to pay them a finall tribute. But the 
Caffientt, poor and haughty, feeing all the neighbouring kingdoms agitated with 
foreign and domcdic wars, wifhed to free themfelves from a tribute which was lei's 
burthenfome than humiliating. It was in 1749, that they declared they no longer 
needed any protestors, that their forefts were their ftrongeft ramparts, and that their 
courage had taught them to brave every thing and fear nothing. 

For fome time they enjoyed their natural independance ; but when the kingdom of 
Ava had regained its original fplcndour, they found themfelves inceffantly interrupted 
by the Bramas, whofe frequent irruptions ravaged their lands, which of themfelves 
fcarcely furni filed the means of fupplying their moderate wants. To be protected from 
their tyranny, they fought the aflittancc of a neighbouring Chinefe King, who- alone 
could protect them, and who was interefted in their defence, becaufe they were a 
barrier between him and thofe brigands. 

While a torrent of Bramas inundated the kingdom of Siam, another fwarm of thefe 
barbarians fpread themfelves into the provinces of China, where without meeting with 
any refiftance they feir.ed leveral ftrong places, the inhabitants of which were all pgt 
to the fword^ 

On hearing of fo many evils, the governor of Canton raifed an army to free the 
country from fd terrible a fcourge ; but the flews of his march made the Bramas retire 
to their own country, to depofit their booty, and get reinforcements. 

; Some time after the Chinefe engaged with advantage on the river, but the triumph 
was ‘followed by the moft fanguinary reverfe. Their army was cut to pieces ; 100,000 
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men i^re te 4 cap^ve to Ava, from whence they were difperfed into the different pro- 
vinces of the kingdom, to labour at the public works. 

The defeat of the Chinefe was a lofs eafily repaired. The Emperor affembled an 
army of 500,000 combatants, which he deftined to carry defolation among the enemy’s 
poffeffions. The King of Ava, too weak to oppofe fuch a torrent, affembled the troops 
from all the provinces into the capital. All the inhabitants of the country contiguous 
to China abandoned their property j the country was become a defert, laid wafte 
by its former inhabitants, who wilhed to deprive their enemy of the means of fubfilt- 
ing. At the commencement of 1769 the movements of the enemy were not yet 
known, who could not penetrate to Ava, without being exhaufted by famine and 
diftrefs. No intelligence could be received till the montip of Oftober of this prefent 
year 1771. 
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A DESCRIPTION OF THE KINGDOM OF TONOrtfcFft 

By S. BARON, a Native thereof 


CHAP. I. — Tavcrnierc’s Account of Ton queen amnmdia tiJ on. 

1 

T IE kingdom of Tonqueen has been difeovered by the Portuguefe above a hundred 
and twenty yearsfince, and the relations that Padre Martin and Alexander dc Rodes, 
both jefuits, give of it, is in general more true than this of Taverniere ; for what 
contradictions we find in them may be imputed to the alteration of things by mutation 

of time. ..... 

Taverniere talks of eleven or twelve voyages his brother made to Tonqneen, from 
Achien, Batavia and Bantam ; on the confidence of whole relation, together with 
what he enquired of the bonzes, or priefts, that came while he was at Bantam, h- 
has compiled his hiftory, as fabulous and full of grofs ablurdities as lines. 

For firft, the Tonqueenefe have no bonzes or priefts, however they came to Bantam 
and Batavia ; and then he faith, when the Tonqueenefe make voyages they take \hetf 
wives and families with them ; I fuppofe he means thole voyages they make on the 
river of Tonqueen, from one ullage to an other, but for foreign yoyages, they arc 
altogether unacquainted with them, unlefs it be fotne few of the poorer fort that go 
to attend ftrangers, or are forced otherwife for a livelihood. lie notes how the 
Tonqueenefe were ravifhed with admiration, when he (hewed them his Atlas, and 
fome particular maps about the compofure and ftru&ure of the whole World, and its 
feveral kingdoms and dates, which they heeded as much as a world in the moon. Neither 
can I hear of a Taverniere that has made eleven or twelve voyages to Tonqueen on hi$ 
own account: only thus much I have heard, that there has been one Taverniere* a 
purfer in the Dutch fcrvice, and once in Tonqueen. ^ 

He commends his brother for a perfon of courage and cunning, how juftfy I cannot 
toll ; but this I am fure, he has ufed but little cordiality, and left fmcerity, notwith* 
(landing all his prdteftations, in his account of Tonqueen : he magnifies the great 
fums of money his brother always carried with him, when he went on that vqyag^ 
but it is too well kiiown what a purfer in the Dutch fervice can do, and what thekaro 
allowed to io j hindering fo ftridly the .private trade, 1 Jf* 

He talks of a lyge prefent he gave th$wng and Prince, together with his fa#urabfte 
recep tion and familiar convention with them ; if this be true, I fay - the" Tonqueenefe 
.are much degenerated j yet it cannot be denied, that ftrangers at the^-firft enaanCf 
,Wj» this country, had, in many refoe&s, better ufage than at prefent ; bbt not fo p 
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to permit thomfelvcs to play with a foreigner the good companion : at this time they 
keep their diftance to all Grangers, making but final l account of them. To lcifs the 
King’s hand is not the Tonquoen mode, much lefs permitted to ft rangers : and when 
he fpoke the Malayan language fo fluently, he might as well have fpoken Trench to 
them, that underflood not a word of either. "When he played amongft thofe lords, 

1 wonder what game it was that%c loft fo many thoufand crowns at, as he mentions; 
but it is mod to be admired, that a calf and two jars of Tonquecn arrack, the ulhal 
largefs and liberality of this King, (water diddled out of rice) ihould fupplv his great: 
lofles. He farther tells you, that by the great familiarity liis brother had at court, 
and by the frequent difeourfes he had with a great many Tonqueenefes, (w ho never 
ftir out of the country, however he met them at Bantam and Batavia) he laid tin 
foundation of his work, which is both faithful and exari. Furthermore he faith, no 
other confidcration than the fpeaking of truth has invited him to undertake this re- 
lation, all which being notorious comradi&ions and falfe tales, fhame indeed the author 
the more. 

Our author, as all other Europeans, terms and intitles the general of Ohova, King, 
becaufe he dii’pofes of the kingdom at his pi cal u re, receiving all foreign ambaffadors, 
except that of China. However this is a miftake, for they have their King or Bova, 
though he lignifies no more than a cypher, as will be noted in feveral places of this 
relation. 

ile not only vaunts of his cuts, which he fays were drawn on the place, and will 
contribute much to the divertifement of the reader, hut alfo praifes lor its exaftneis 
the map which he gives of the country; than which nothing can he more falle, for 
compare it with our lea draughts, it will plainly appear what it is: but as fabulous 
Rories and fictions, invented at pleafurc, are pleating only to the ignorant, fo it is 
1110ft certain, the ingenious reader will blame him for promiiing fo much, and ufing 
fo little probity in his hiilorv. 

CHAP. 11 . — Of the Sit Utit ion and Extent of Tonquecn. 

WE have no more reafon to admire why our predeccflbrs had no earlier know- 
ledge of this kingdom than they had of that of China, been ufe its difeoverv was fome- 
thing pollerior to that ; for the Portuguele had no fooner difeovered the lait, but they 
lent out ftiips to vifit this alfo. 

It is true, this kingdom was a province of China formerly, and pays tribute ftill 
to that Emperor : but that was not the reafon why we had no fooner knowledge 
thereof, coniidering thefe people have been governed by their native Princes for 
above thefe lour hundred years without interruption, which w;is long before the Por- 
tuguefe came to make their difeoveries in India. The true reafon foetus to be, that 
the people did never ftir abroad, nor do yet, for commerce or other aftociation ; and 
they fomewhal affect in this the Chincfe vanity, thinking all otlnjr people to be bar- 
barous, imitating their government, learning, characters, Ac. yet hate their perfons. 

I do not know vlvy Tavcrniere faith nioft people ihould believe this countrv to be 
in a very hot climate, coniidering it is fituated under the tropx, ami fbflie part of it 
more to the northward ; ncverthelcfs he affirms it to be very temperate, by reafon of 
the great numbers of rivers (and altogether free from thole find kills, and barren 
mountains, that caufe fuel) heat in Connnaroan, and ot her places in the gulpn of Perfia) 
that water it, together with the rain that falls in its feafon ; whereas the truth thereof 
is, that the rains, indeed, generally fall in the months of Pdav,* June, 'July, and 
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Auguft, and fometimes fooner, which moiften the ground, but caufe no frelh breezes 
at all j on the contrary, the faid two months of July and Auguft make the weather 
here unfufferably hot. Doubtlefs the country would be plentiful in frpits, were there 
not fo many inhabitants, who living by rice chiefly, find therefore the greater neceflity 
to cultivate what ground they have with that grain, not neglecting the leaft fpot. 

To the north-call of this kingdom lies the proviu# of Canton j to the weft it is 
bounded by the kingdoms of Lao:; and the Bowes ; to the north it borders on two 
other provinces of China, Junam and Qiianci, or Ai ; to the fouth and fouth-eaft on 
Cochin-China. The climate is temperate and wholefome from September till March, 
fometimes very cold in January and February ; though Troft and fnow are never feen 
here : the months of April, May and June, are not fo healthful, both becaufe of the 
rains and fogginefs of the air, and the fun’s coming to the zenith : but June, July, and 
Auguft are exceffive hoi months. The winds are herd? divided between the north and 
the fouth for fix and fix months ; the country is delightful from May till Auguft, the 
trees being then in their verdure, and the fields all covered.with paddy, very pleafant 
to the beholders. 

The great winds that are called amongft our feamen the hjiirricanes, and known 
here by the name of Tanffoons, reign on this and the adjacent ebafta; ahd the feas 
thereof are very terrible, but the time of their coming is very -uncertain, fometimes 
once in five or fix years, and fometimes in eight or nine-; and thoUgh this wind is 
not known in other oriental feas by that name, and with that exceffive violence, yet 
that which is called the Elephant in the bay of Bengal, and the coaft of Coromandel, 
is not much inferior to this ; and the fad effects thereof are but too often experienced 
by the feamen. I cannot .find an aftronomer in, all Tonqueen, to afk from whence thefe 
winds ffiould .proceed, fo I cannot affirm that they are caufed by the exfoliations of the 
mines of Japan. 

As for the extent of the country, which he makes equal to that of France, it is a 
grofs miftake, for this kingdom is reckoned by men experienced, not to be much 
bigger than Portugal ; but may be thought to* contain four times tfie number of inha- 
bitants. Taverniere makes its limits unknown, forgetting that he had fo lately de- 
feribed the borders and extent thereof. * 

As for iflarids belonging to this kingdom, there are feveral in the bay qf Tonqueen, 
the chief whereof is called by the natives Twon Bene, and by the .Dutch Rovers lfland. 
It is lituated in the latitude of 1 9 degrees 1 5 minutes north ; is long one, and a half, 
and broad half a league at moll, the better part foghdand, and diftant from the main 
one league, between which and th& main fea (hips may pafs, as the Dutch did formerly, 
but the navigator mull obferve to keep the ifland fide aboard, within a muiket (hot ; 
where you will find fix, feven, and feven and a half fathoms, ouzy ground. On the 
fame fide of the iiland, which is its weft part* are two fmall foiys, the northemmoft 
has a fmall pearl bafhk, but not rich ; yet non^dare to fiftt herq without the King’s 
fpecial grant, in both the bays there is fweet water, which wefound to be exceeding 
good, and efteemed the beft we tafted there. At the fouth-weft point of this iflapd 
is a ridge df rocks, extending from the J|M point one hundred paces into the fea, 
and may be, difoovered at half ebb, bjSpe breach thereon; for the reft, a clear 
coaft. i. ’ ; • - ^ 

Towards tfoj north-weft, is a fair bay, three fathoms and a half, a$d four fathom 
water, clay ground; here refort many fiffiing boats, befides what appertain to this 
village, whofe inhabitants I compute between three or four, hundred perfons, moft 
fi&ermen. 
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In this ifland is the watch-houfe general, which is a place of the greateft profit in 
the kingdom of Tonqueen : for all trading boats, either to the province of Tingway 
or Guian, or from thence to the north, mufl ftop here and pay cuftom, viz. for a 
large boat about the value of a dollar and a half, with fome prefents for the waiters, 
the reft proportionable ; fo that jhe cufloms of this place cannot yield lefs than a mil- 
lion of dollars per annum. 

As for the ground, it is ftony and mountainous, therefore not proper to manure ; 
cattle we faw but few, though the inhabitants told us of many antelopes that fheltered 
amongft the rocks and fhrubs of the mountains, fo that rice and other provifions for 
fuftenance, are brought hither from the adjacent fhore. Some good regulations 
would make this place plentiful, and with fimdl expence friis port might be made a 
good one. . 

For cities and towns, excepting that of Ca-cho, there are not above two or. three 
in the whole kingdom of any note. As for 'aldeas or villages, queftionlefs the num- 
ber is great, and more than I can exactly affirm, or any man elfe that hath not made 
it his bufinefs to inquire after them ; neither is it an eafy matter to find the truth 
thereof : the city of Ca-cho is the metropolis of Tonqueen, lieth in the latitude 21 de- 
grees north, about forty leagues from the fca, and may, for its capacioufnefs, be com- 
pared with many cities in Afia, and fuperior to moll for populoufnefs, efpecially on 
the 1 ft and 15th of their new moon, being their market days, or grand bazar; 
when the people from the adjacent villages flock thither with their trade, in fuch 
numbers as is almoft incredible; feveral of the ftreets, though broad and fpacious, 
are then fc* crowded that one finds enough to do if he can fometimes advance 
through the multitude a hundred paces in half an hour. Every different commodity 
fold in this city is appointed to a particular ftreet, and thefe ftreets again allotted to 
one, two, or more villages ; the inhabitants whereof are only privileged to keep (hops 
in them, much in the nature of the feveral companies or corporations in European 
cities. The courts of the King, General, Princes, &c. grandesa and high courts of 
juftice, are kept here, of which I can only fay they ftand on large trafts of ground : the 
principal ftrudture makes but a mean appearance, being built of wood, the reft of 
their houfes of bamboos and clay, not well compared ; few of brick, except the fac- 
tories of ftrangers, which outvie the reft. Stupendous, indeed, are the triple walls of 
the old city and palace ; for by the ruins they appear to have been ftrong fabric^ 
with noble large gates, paved with a kind of marble ; the palace to have been about 
fix or feven miles in circumference ; its gates, courts, apartments, &c. teftify amply 
its former pomp and glory. In this city is likewife quartered a formidable militia, to be 
ready on all occafions ; and here alfo Hands the King's arfenal or magazine for war, 
feated 6n the bank of the river, near a fandy. ifland, on which the Thecadaw is kept, 
as hereafter will be mentioned. Thk river is called py the natives Songkoy, or the 
head river ; it rifes in China, land after it has rolled many hundred leagues, it paffes 
here and difgorgeth itfelf in the bay of Aynam, by eight or nine mouths, moft of 
them navigable for veflels of fmall draught. This river is exceeding commodious 
for the city, fince all forts of merchandizeSjgre brought hither as to the epitome of the 
kingdom, by an infinite number of boats fraling up and down the countfy ; yet they 
have their houfes ifl their refpeftive aldeas, and do not live altogether in their boats, 
as Tavemiere reports, but when they are voyaging. 
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CHAP. III. — Of the Nature and Productions of the Kingdom of Tonquecn. 

THIS country is for the molt part low and flat, not unlike the United Provinces, 
cfpecially for its moats and banks. The hills make the frontiers towards the north- 
welt and fouth : it is watered by one fpecial river, which difgorgeth itfclf into the lea 
by many branches, molt of them navigable for Ihips of mean burthen. Thefe rivers 
l'vvarm with boats and large barks, which make it very commodious for traders : in- 
deed in this country grows neither corn nor wine, which is not dCcafioned by the want 
of rain, for both of them require rather dry than wet ground ; but by reafon the inha- 
bitants do not much care for them, as being ignorant of their goodnefs, and therefore 
do not plant them. Rice indeed is the chief fultenance of thefe people, and the 
country produces fulhcient quantities thereof ; and if this grain would have grown 
oniy by the rains of the months of June and July, we fliould not have experienced the 
fad e fleets of a moll dreadful and calamitous famine, that fwept away fo many millions 
of fouls in thefe two preceding years. 

From the rice they diltil a liquor called arrack, but much inferior to aqua vitro. 
Their ploughs, and the manner of ufing them, arc much after the Chinefe falhion 
deferibed in the hillory of China : the paddy they tread out with their feet, wherein 
their practice has made them very expert. 

The fruits are equally good in their kinds with thofe of other oriental countries, but 
their oranges far exceed all that I have tailed. What Taverniere calls a palm tree is 
indeed a cocoa nut ; the pulp within is white, and taftes fomething like an almond : 
this fruit is fo plentiful in Siam, that they lade Ihips with the oil that is made of the 
faid pulp to fupply their neighbours, which is ufed to burn in lamps. 

The liquor thereof is very cold and pleafant enough, but reckoned bad for the 
nerves : queflionlefs it is the moll ufeful tree that is found in India, ferving for meat, 
drink, cloathing, firing, building, &c. 

The grava is a fruit much like his dcfcriptioA, but he is mightily out in the effects 
thereof*, for whether green or ripe it is always binding, but not ufually eaten green. 

The papay is a fruit indeed refembling a melon, and fomewhat of the talle, not 
unpleafant. 

The arreak, called by the Malays penang, grows llraight upright, bearing no branch, 
but at the top like a crown, the fruit of which is in bignefs like a large pigeon’s 
egg, which moll Indians ufe to eat with the leaf called beetle by the Portuguefe, and 
fera by the Malays. It is good to fweeten the breath, fallen the teeth, and revive the 
fpirits : in chewing, the juice thereof turns red ; it is fo much in ufe that they think 
they do not make their friends welcome without prefenting them with a dilh of it. 
The Tonquecnefes, Siamefes, Malays, and Javas had rather lofe a third of their diet 
than be without it. They have*a fig called by Aem hungs, in talle fomething like a 
carrot, but much more pleafant, not at all like our European figs. 

The other fort, called bonana, or plantain, which he calls Adam’s figs, fome are 
in lpngth about a fpan, fome lefs. 

The highways are here and there befet with trees and many Iheds, where they fell 
tea and beetle, &c., very commodious for travellers ; and for thofe exceeding great 
trees, that Ihac^e fo many thoufands of men, called the baman tree, I cannot contradict 
him ; but what 1 have feen at Swallow* Mareene, at Surat, far exceed any of thofe 
in bignefs. 


In 
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In this country we have the fruit lechea, called bejay by the natives, in great plenty, 
which indeed no where elfe comes to maturity but in the latitude from 20 to 30 degrees 
north. It grows on high trees ; the^leaves refemble fomewhat the laurel ; the fruits, 
in clutters on the branches, {hew like fo many hearts, of the bignefs of a iinall hen 
egg ; when ripe of a crimfon colour ; the {hell thin and rough, yet eafy to be pulled 
off; the kernel is full of a white juice. This fruit is of an excellent taftc, and molt 
pleafant to the fight, but it docs not laft above forty days in feafon : the time of its 
maturity is April, about when the general will caufe his chiaop or feal to be lixeu on 
moll trees of the beft lecheas in the country, belong they to whom they will, which 
obliges the owner not only not to meddle witli his own, but ah'b to watch narrowly 
that others do not touch them, which would be to his peril, fincc it is ingrafted by the 
court, who allow him nothing for his fruit or pains. 

The fruit called jean, or lungung ( that is, dragon’s eggs, bv the Chinefe), is very 
plentiful here : the tree much as the former ; the kernel white, but exceeding lufcious ; 
the fruit round, and Icfs than a fmall plum ; the fkin not rough, of a pale olive 
colour, and near to a withered leaf. This fruit, though it pleafes many of the Ton- 
quccnefes, yet it is reckoned hot and unwholefome. The feafon is May, and lafts till 
July. 

The na, or as the Portuguefe call it, annona pampelmoor, and two or three forts of 
plums, with other kinds of Indian fruits (except durrions, which will only grow in 
hot countries, that is, from Siam towards the fouth, as Mallayn, Mallacam, Java, &c.), 
are to be found here. But what exceeds all I have tatted in other parts of that kind 
is the jaca^ or myte, in Tonqueen : this is the largeft fruit I think in the world ; 
and, becauic of its bignefs, provident nature has placed its growth on the ftock or 
body of the tree ; not on the branches, left it ihould not be fufticicnt to bear the 
burthen. The fkin, when green, is very hard, but ripe, of a yellow colour, and 
cafy to be cut with a knife. There are ieveral forts of them ; but that which eats 
dryeft, without flicking either to the fingers or lips, is the beft and plcafantcft. The 
greatefl part are of a flimy fubflance,*and, as it were, a yellow pap covers the nuts, 
which fie in little holes. Some of the poorer people will boil or roafl the nuts and eat 
them, which have a kind of tafte like our chefnuts, but are reckoned hurtful to the 
lungs. 

Taverniere tells a long ftory of the rare mice that arc in this country of many forts, 
yet I never was at a feaft of any, and therefore am no competent judge of their dainti- 
nefs : I know the Portuguefe eat them phyfically in feveral diflempers. 

The next thing to be taken notice of is a particular kind of birds’ nefts, which indeed 
are in great efteem among the Indians, and kept at a great price, being taken as great 
reftoratives, .and by fome counted ftimulaters to venery ; but Taverniere faith they are 
not to be found but in the four iflands of Cochin-China, A. B. C. D., which I am fure 
is a great miftake ; neither do I know thofe iflands, or of any birds’ nefts to be found 
in Cochin-China. The birds which make thefe neft§ are Id’s than fwallows. As to 
the form and figure of thefe birds’ nefts, they are much as he deferihes them, and the 
greatefl quantities of them come from Jehor, Reho, Pattany, and other Malayan 
countries ; but that they are, , when boiled, of that exceeding fragrance and odorifer- 
oufnefs as he pretends, is a fittion. Thefe nefts are laid to foak in warm water two 
hours, then pulled oqt in firings, the fmaller the better, and fo ftev^ed^ with hens, 
pigeons, or any other flefh, with a little water : in Hewing they difiolve almofl to a jelly, 
without either tafte or fmell. 


And 
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And as M. Tavern ierc is very erroneous in his map, fo I do not know, nor have I 
heard of thofe iflands i, 2, 3, 4, and 5, that afford, as he fays, fuch infinite num- 
bers of tortoifes. TJ10 goodnefs of the faid turtles is fufficiently known to our Englilh 
feamen in their homeward-bound voyages; but that the Tonqueenefe or Cochin- 
Chincfe do not believe that they have entertained their friends at a banquet as they 
ought till the tortoife is brought in is altogether fabulous ; for when we were at the 
tfiand Tevan Bene, or, according to the Dutch, Rover’s Ifiand, a tortoife of about 
twenty pounds weight was brought to the cuftom-houfe, where I lodged, to be fold, 
and the Tonqueenefe not caring to buy it, 1 had it for a final! matter. Moreover, 
coming from Siam I touched at Pulo Ubi, where my mariners took five or fix very 
large tortoifes, and brought them on board, but the Tonqueenefe feamen that were 
with me (who were compelled to take up that employ becaufe of the great famine that 
ravaged their country) would not touch them ; neither do I know, as he afferts, that 
any of tliofc tortoifes are wont to be pickled by either of thefe two nations, or that 
there is any commerce carried on therewith amongft them ; therefore I wonder how 
M. Taverniere could dream of a war between them, merely on account of catching them. 

Tonqueen affords no great (tore of ananas, or pine-apples. The citrons he men- 
tions are not altogether fo large as thofe of Europe, which look green before they arc 
ripe, and being mature look yellow. 

They make good ftore of filks in the kingdom of Tonqueen, of which both rich 
and poor make themfelves garments^ fince they can purchafe them as cheap almoft as 
outlandifh callicoes. 

As for fweet-fmelling flowers, though I do not profefs myfelf a florift, yet I know 
above two forts in Tonqueen ; but what he calls the bayne I cannot fmell out : for, 
firft, there is a beautiful rofe, of a white colour mixed with purple, and another of 
almoft the fame kind, red and yellow ; it grows on a bufh without prickles or thorns, 
but has no feent. 

The flower, that is nothing elfe but a bud, and refembles a caper, but much leffer, 
fmells as fragrant and odoriferous as any flower 1 know, and will retain the feent above 
a fortnight though off the tree : the ladies of the court ufe it amongft their wearing 
apparel. 

The Indian lily grows here as in feveral other parts of India ; the lliape fomewhat 
refembles the European lily, but is a great deal lefs ; it grows on a pretty high tree, 
is of a white colour, and yields a good feent, though a little faintilh. 

Here is a fmall flower, fnow white, in feent like jeffamine, but more vigorous ; it 
grows on a low tree, or rather fhrub. In Perfia there are fuch great quantities of it, 
that they load whole fhips with the water diftilled from it. Thefe flowers being of no 
great efteem among the natives I fhall pafs them by. 

Here are great plenty of fugar-canes, but they have no great (kill to refine the fugar 
they make from them ; however, they do it after their manner, and ufe it, fmt not 
after meals, as Taverniere faith,, for concottion. 

Tigers and harts are here, but not many : apes in great plenty : of cows, hogs, hens, 
dudts, geefe, &c. there is no want. Their horfes are fmall, but very mettlefome and 
lively ; and were it not that they arc fo feldom rode, and kept too tender, they might 
be of good ufe and fit for fervice. 

Their elephants are all trained up for war, and are not of that prodigious bigneis 
he would make one believe, for I have feen larger in Siam ; neither are they nimbler 
than other elephants that are taught to lie down for the rider to mount. 

They 
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They have many cats, but no great moufers, which defeat is pretty well fupplied by 
their dogs, which are fit for little elfe. 

Birds here are not many, but wild-fowl in abundance. 

Near the fea-fide and in the city they have a great many mufquetoes, but in the 
country they are not fo much troubled with them : thofe that will be free of them 
muft either fmoke their rooms or lie in clofe curtains, made of thin filks for that pur- 
pofe. The cold northern wind drives them away, and frees the country of thofe tor- 
mentors for a while. 

What he faith of* the white emmets is true : this vermin is very mifehievous ; in 
Siam hardly any houfe is free from them, fo that merchants are forced to make 
hearfes, and to rub the feet thereof with oil of earth (which feent they cannot endure), 
in order to fecure their merchandize. 

The way of pickling hen or duck eggs, as Taverniere defcrlbes, is true, but thefe 
eggs ferve only for fauces, and not to be eaten otherwife. 

CHAP. IV. — Of the Riches , Trade , and Money of the Kingdom of Tonqueen . 

THE chief riches, and indeed the only ftaple commodity, is filk, raw and wrought : 
of the raw the Portuguefe and Caftilians in former days, the Hollanders lately, and at 
prefent the Chinefe, export good quantities to Japan, &c. : of their wrought filks the 
Engliih and Dutch expend the moil. 

This kingdom has no lignum aloes at all but what is imported by foreign traders. 

Mu(k we have here, brought from Bowes and China annually ; fometimes the quan- 
tity of five or fix peculls, fometimes lei's ; neither have they any gold but what comes 
from China. Their filver is brought in by Englrlh, Dutch, and Chinefe trading to 
Japan. They have iron and lead mines which afford them juft enough of thofe mi- 
nerals to ferve their occafions. 

Their domeftic trade confifts in rice, fait fifh, and other fuftenance ; little raw and 
wrought filk for their own wear. They likewife drive a commerce with Bowes and 
Ai, though with no great profit, by reafon of high expences and large prefents to the 
eunuchs, who command the avenues ; nor do the Chinefe that pafs thofe ways fare 
better, being often exacted upon, and fometimes ftripped of all they have by the 
ravenous mandareens. And fince it is one of the policies of the court not to make 
the lubjefts rich, left they (hould be proud and ambitious, and afpire to greater mat- 
ters, the King connives at thofe diforders, and opprefles them with heavy taxes apd 
impofitions ; and fhould he know that any perfons were to exceed the ordinary means 
of a private fubjeft, they would incur the danger of lofing all on fome pretence or 
other ; which is a great difeouragement to the induftrious, and neceffitates them to 
bury their wealth, having no means to improve it. 

As for foreign traders, a new comer fuffers, befides hard ufage in his buying and 
felling, a thouland inconveniences ; and no certain rates on merchandizes imported 
or exported being impofed, the infatiable mandareens caufe the fhi}>s to be rummaged, 
and take what commodities may likely yield a price at their own rates, ufing the 
King’s name to cloak their griping and viHanous extortions, and for all, this there is 
no remedy but patience. 

Yet ftrangers that are experienced here are lefs fubjeft to thofe irregularities and 
oppreffions, efcaping their clutches, though not without fome trouble and coft : in a 
word, the Tonqueen trade is at prefent the moft faftidious in all India, wherefore I 
wonder our author Ihoukl fay it is a great pleafure to deal with them > for if you bar- 
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gain for any thing, and are likely to lofe thereby, you are fure to bear the lofs. No- 
thing alnftit is fold ljut upon truft for three or four months time, and yet then you 
run the hazard to lofe what is fo fold, or at lead to undergo a thoufand troubles for 
the recovery of the debt, and at lafl are likely to fuffer, cither in bad coin or un- 
merchantable goods. This defeat and diforder in trade proceeds more from their in- 
digency and poverty than from any thing elfe ; for there is not a Tonqueenefe mer- 
chant that has or had ever the courage and ability to buy the value of two thoufand 
dollars at once, and to pay it upon the nail. But, after all, the Tonqueenefe are 
not altogether fo fraudulent, and of that deceitful difpofition, as .the Chinele j it may 
be by reafon they are inferior to them in craft or cunning. 

There is this further difference between thefe two nations ; a Tonqueenefe will beg 
inceffantly, and torment your purfe fufficiently, if you have bufinefs with him, 
whereas a Chinefe is cruel and bloody, malicioufly killing a man, or flinging him into 
the fea for finall matters. 

Another occafion of hindrance and flop to trade is, that they permit the greater 
part of what filver comes into the country (commonly a million of dollars per annum) 
to be carried to Bowes and China, to be exchanged for copper cafh, which riles and 
falls according as the C.hova finds it agree with his interell ; befides, this cafli will be 
defaced in few years, and confequently not current, which grand inconvenience caufes 
conftderable Ioffes to merchants, and fignal prejudice to the public. Thus goes the 
filver out of the country, and no aroviflon is made againlt it, which is very bad 
policy. 

And though the Chova values foreign trade fo little, yet he receives from it, em- 
barraffed as it is, confiderable annual incomes into his coffers, as taxes, head-money, 
impofitions, cuftoms, &c. But though thefe amount to vail fums, yet very little 
remains in the treafury, by reafon of the great army he maintains, together with fevcral 
other unncceffary expcnces. In fine, it is pity fo many conveniences and opportu- 
nities to make the kingdom rich and its trade llourifhing fhould be negledted ; for if 
we confider how this kingdom borders on two of the richefl: provinces in China, it 
will appear that, with fmall difficulty, mod commodities of that vaft empire might be 
drawn hither, and great ftore of Indian and European commodities, efpecially woollen 
manufactures, might be vended there ; nay, would they permit ftrangers the freedom 
of this inland trade, it would be vaftly advantageous to the kingdom ; but the Chova 
(jealous that Europeans Ihould difeover too much of his frontiers, by which certainly 
he can receive no injury) has, and will probably in all times to come, impede this im- 
portant affair. 

They have no coin but copper cafli, which comes from China as aforefaid. Gold 
and filver they caft into bars, about fourteen dollars weight, and they are current 
amongft them. 

C.HAf . V. — Of the Strength of the Kingdom of Tonquecn. 

THE kingdom of Tonquecn might be reckoned very formidable, were the ffrength 
wholly to confifl in the number of men ; for the (lauding force cannot be lefs than 
one hundred'and forty thoufand, all well trained up, and fit to handle their arms after 
their mode ; and they can raife twice that number on occafion : but fince courage in 
the men is to he likewife attended to, we cannot efteem them very formidable, being 
of dejected fpirits and bafe difpofitions, and their leaders being for the moll part 
capadoes, and want their manhood. 

The 
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The general may mufter up about eight or ten thoufand horfe, and between three 
or four hundred elephants : his fea force confifts in two hundred and tweifty galleys, 
great and fmall, more fit for the river than the fea, and rather for fport and exercife 
than war. They have but one gun in the prow, which will carry a iour-pound {hot ; 
they have no marts, and are forced to do all by ftrength of oars ; the men that row 
(land all expofed to great or fmall (hot, and other engines of war. They have about 
five hundred other boats, called twinquaes, which are good and fwift to fail, but too 
weak for war, being only fewed together with rattans ; however, they ferve well 
enough for tranfport^tion of provifions and foldiers. 

In one of thel'e boats I was forced to go to Siam the lart year, with three other gen- 
tlemen in company with me, we being left by a Chincfe, in whofe junk we had taken 
a paflage, on an irte on the wefternmort part of the bay of Tonqueen, where we were 
forced to this fhift ; yet, thanks be to God, we got our palfage in twenty-three days, 
to the admiration of all that knew of it. 

They are likewife provided with guns and cannons of all forts, as alfo calibres, fotne 
of them of their own fabric, but the greateft part bought of the Portuguefe, Dutch, 
and Englith, and flored w ith other ammunition fuitable to their occafiQns. 

But to return to the condition of the foldiery of Tonqueen : it is a very toilfome 
and laborious fituation, and of little advantage j once a foldier and always a foldier ; 
and hardly one in a thoufand rifeth to preferment, unlefs he be very dextrous in 
handling his weapons, or fo fortunate as to obtain the friendfliip of fome great Man- 
dareen to prefent him to the King. Money may likewife effect fomewhat, but to think 
of advancement by mere valour is a very fruitlefs expectation, fince they rarely find 
occafion to meet an enemy in open field, and fo have no opportunity to improve them- 
felves or difplay their prowefs ; not but that fome few have, from mean beginnings, 
mounted to high preferment and great dignity by fome bold achievement ; but this 
being extraordinary, is not to be generally reckoned upon. 

Their wars confift in much noife and great trains ; fo they go to Cochin-China, look 
on the walls, rivers, &c. j and if any difeafe or ficknefs happens amongft their army, 
fo as to carry off fome few of their men, and they come within hearing of the fhouts 
of the enemy, they begin to cry out a cruel and bloody war, and turn head, running, 
re inf eft a, as fart as they can home. This is the game they have played againft Cochin- 
China more than three times, and will do fo in all probability as long as they are com- 
manded by thofe emafculated captains called capons. 

They have had amongft themfelves civil wars, wherein they contended for fuperi- 
ority ; and he that has been the cunningeft has prevailed always againft him that fias 
been valiant ; but in former days, when they fought againft the Chinefe, they have 
fhowed themfelves bold and courageous, but it was neceffity that forced them to it. 
The general will fometimes take delight in feeing his foldiers exercife, either in his 
arfenal, or with his galleys on the river ; and fometimes, when he finds a foldier to 
exceed his companions, it may be he gratifies him with the value of a dollar in cafli. 

The foldiers have very fmall pay, not above three dollars in a* year, befidcs rice, 
except thofe of the life guard, who have twice as much ; they are free of all taxes, 
and are difperfed among the Mandareens j which Mandareens have certain aldeas 
afligned them, which pay an income to them for the maintenance of the ioldiers. 

Caftles, forts, ftrong holds, citadels, &c. they have none, nor do they underftand 
the art of fortification, and make but fmall account of our {kill thereitf ; though they 
have fo little reafon to depend, like the Lacedemonians, on the bravery of their 
ioldiers. 
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CHAP. VI. — Of the Manners of the People of Tonqueen. 

THE peopl^of Tonqueen are rather of a working and turbulent fpirit, though cowards* 
than naturally mild and peaceable, fince quiet and concord can hardly be maintained 
amongft them, without a heavy hand and feverity ; for jhey have often confpired and 
broke out in open rebellion. True it is, that fuperftition, to which the meaner fort 
are miferably addicted, did further the evil very much, and drove them headlong to 
the precipice, no lefs than ambition ; but perfons of great note, or mandareens of quality, 
are very feldom found to be embarked in thofe dangerous attempts, and rarely aim 
to make themfelves heads qf public factions, which, queftionlefs, proceeds from the 
little credit they give to thofe fictions and fopperies of their blind fortune tellers, who 
delude and miflead the fgnorant and fuperftitious vulgar, and from this their confciouf- 
nefs, that their folly and perfidioufnefs will hardly fail to meet with deferved 
deftruCtion. 

They are not much given to choler, yet are addicted to the far worfe paffions of 
envy and malice, even to an extreme degree. In former times they had in great 
eltcem the manufactures of Itrange countries, but now that paflion is almoft worn out, 
and only a few Japan gold and filver pieces, and European broad cloth remain at 
prefent in requeft with them. They arc not curious to vifit other countries, believing 
they can fee none fo good as their own, and give no credit to thofe who have been 
abroad, when they relate what they have feen. 

They are of happy memory and quick apprehenfion, arid might prove of eminent 
abilities by good and due iuftruCtions. Learning they love, not fo much for its own 
fake, but becaufe it conducts them to public employs and dignities. Their tone in 
reading is much like to finging. Their language is full of monofyllables, and fome- 
times twelve or thirteen feveral things are meant by one word, and have no other 
diftinCtion but in the tone, either to pronounce it with a full mouth, heavy accent, 
preffing or retaining voice, &c. and therefore it is very difficult for ftrangers to attain 
any perfection therein. 

I do not find any difference between the court language and the vulgar, except in 
matter of ceremony and cafes of law, where the China characters are ufed as the 
Greek and Latin fentences among our learned. 

Both the foxes arc well proportioned, rather of fmall ftatures and weak conftitu- 
tions, occafioncd perhaps by their intemperate eating and immoderate fleeping. 

’They are generally of brown complexion, like the Chinefe and Japanefe, but 
the better fort and women of quality arc almoft as fair as the Portuguefe and 
Spaniards. 

Their nofes and faces are not fo flat as the Chinefe ; their hair black, and if long 
it is reckoned an ornament ; both men and women without diftinClion wear it down 
as long as it will grow ; but foldiers when they are in their exercifes, and handicraftf- 
men about their trades, put it up under their caps, or tie it in a great roll on the top 
of their heads. Both boys and girls, when they are paft fixteen or feventeen years of 
age, black their teeth as the Japanefe do, and let their nails grow as the Chinefe, 
the longeft being accounted the fineft, which has place among perfons of quality and 
thofe of wealth only. 

Tlu-ir habit is long robes, very little differing from thofe of China, and not at all 
refembling the Japan garb, or the picture in Taverniere’s defeription, where he 
makes them to wear girdles, a mode that thefe people are ftrangers to. 

They 
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They are forbidden by an old tradition the wear of hofe and (hoes, except the 
literadoes (literati) and thofe that have taken the degree of Tuncy or do&or ; however, 
at prefent the cuftom is not obferved fo ftrictly as formerly. * 

The condition of the vulgar fort is miferable enough, fince they are impofed on by 
heavy taxes, and undergo fore labour ; for the males at eighteen, and in fomc countries 
and provinces twenty years of age, are liable to pay the value of three, four, five, fix, 
and feven dollars per annum, according to the goodnefs and fertility of the foil of their 
aldea or village ; and this money is gathered in two feveral terms, as April and 
O&ober, being the harveft of the rice. From this tax are exempted the royal blood, 
the King’s immediate fervants, all public minifters and officers of the kingdom, together 
with the literadoes or learned men, from a Singdo upward^: for the latter arc obliged 
to pay half tax ; all foldiers and military perfons, with a few others that have obtained 
this fredom, either gratis or bought it for money, which exefnption is granted only 
for life, and is purchafed of the Chava, or general : yet thofe that defire the continua* 
tion of the faid privilege, may have their patent renewed for a moderate fum of money, 
by the fucceeding Prince, who feldom denies to grant them their redemption on l'uch 
an account ; but merchants, though they live in the city, are rated in the aldeas or 
villages of their ancedors and parents, and are liable befides to the vccquun, or lords 
fervice of the city, at their own expences, and are obliged to work and drudge them- 
felves, or hire another in their room, to perform what the governor orders, whether 
it be to mend the broken walls, repair the banks and ways of the city, dragging timber 
for the King’s palaces, and other public buildings. &c. 

The handicraftfmen, of what profeflion foever, are bound to this vecquun fix moons 
in the year, and receive*nothing, nor dare they demand any thing for their labour in 
all that time ; it depends on their mailers’ (the Mandeereens) direction and bounty, to 
allow them the charges for their very victuals ; the other half year they are allowed 
to make ufe of for themfelvcs and family, and it mull be fuppofed to be hard enough 
with them, efpecially if they are burdened with many children. 

As for the poor aldeans, who inhabit barren foils, and therefore are unable to pay 
their taxes in rice or money, they are employed to cut grafs for the General’s elephants 
and horfes ; and though their llations and villages be often very remote from the place 
where they fetch the grafs, they are obliged to bring it by turns the whole year on 
their own expences to the city. 

By what is faid, it appears with what politic maxims this Prince keeps his fubje&s 
poor and needy ; and, in truth, it feems to be neceffary enough ; for if their proud 
turbulent fpirits were not kept in the bounds of their duty and allegiance with a llrong 
rein, they would often forget themfelvcs : however, every one enjoys what he gets 
by his own indullry, and may leave his eftate to his heirs and lucceffors; always 
provided, that the rumour of his wealth founds not fo loud as to charm the Gene- 
ral’s ear. 

The elded fon’s portion is much larger than the red of the children of the deceafed : 
the daughters have fome fmall matter allowed them, yet can claim but little by law, if 
there be an heir male. 

And as the Toncjueenefe are ambitious of many dependants and opulent kindred 9 
fo they have a cuftonj among them to adopt one another, both fexes indifferently, to 
be their children, and of their family ; and thofe fo adopted are obliged to the fame 
duty as their own children, viz. 

At fedival times to fombey and prefent them ; to be ready on every occafion in 
their fervice $ to bring them the firft fruits of the feafon, and the new rice at harved ; 
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to contribute to the facrifice made to fome of the family, as the mother, brother, 
wife, &c. or near relations of the patroun, that are dead, or lhall die. To thefe and 
feveral other expences, they are obliged leveral times in the year, at their own cod ; 
and as this is the obligation of the adopted, fo the patroun takes care to advance or 
promote them, according as occafion and their power will admit, defending and pro- 
tecting them as their own children ; and when the patroun dies, they have a legacy 
almod equal to the younged children ; and they mourn for the patroun as for their 
father and mother, though they be both alive. 

The manner of adopting is thus : he that intends to be adopted, fends to acquaint 
the perfon of whom the requefts that favour with his intention, who, if content there- 
with, returns a fatisaCfory anfwer ; upon which the fuppliant comes and prefents 
himfelf before him, with a hog and two jars of arrack, which the patroun receives of 
the party, who having* made four fombeys, and given fatisfa&ory anfwers to fome 
queflions, he is adopted. 

Strangers who refide here, or ufe the trade, have often taken this courfe, to free 
themfelves from thofe vexations and extortions which they ufually meet with from fome 
infolent courtiers. I myfelf was adopted by a Prince, who then was prefumptive and 
now heir apparent to the general, and had his choap or chop, which is his feal. I 
always gave him prefents at my arrival from a voyage, which chiefly confided in 
foreign curiofities. This Prince, though he be of a generous noble mind, and had an 
extraordinary kindnefs for me, yet I was not the better for him in my troubles ; for 
on the deceafe of his grandfather, it pleafed God to vifit him, in the height of his 
profperity, with madnefs, which was the overthrow of my bufinefs, by incapacitating 
him to protect me in my greated trouble and neceflity, but lately I underdand he is 
recovered again. 

The aldeans, or villagers, for the mod part are Ample people, and fubjeCt to be 
milled by their over much credulity and fuperftition. The character that is given 
of fome other nations is applicable enough to them, that is, they are either extraordinary 
good, or extreme bad. 

It is a great midake, that the people of Tonqueen live out of pleafure or choice 
in their boats upon the rivers, when mere neceflity and indigence drives them to that 
courfe of life ; for to run from port to port, and from one village to another with 
wife and children, to look out for a livelihood, in a finall boat, cannot be very pleafant, 
although they do not know here what a crocodile means. 

. The larged of the Tonqueenefe rivers has, as 1 faid before, its fource in China, 
and the great rains there in the months of March, April and May, caufe the waters 
to defeend here with that incredible rapidity (this country being without comparifon 
lower than China) as threatens banks and dams with deftru&ion ; fometimesthe waters 
will rife fo fad, and fwell to that degree, as to over top mod barricadoes, all human, 
indudry notwithdanding, drowning thereby whole provinces, which caufes lamentable 
diforders, and great Ioffes both of men and beads. 


CI IAP. VII. Of the Marriages of the Tonqueenefe. 

THE Tonqueenefe cannot marry without the confent of thejp father and mother, 
or of the neared kindred. When a young man comes to the age of fixteen, eighteen 
or twenty, his father and mother being refolved to get him a wife, make their applica- 
tion- to the parents of the party they defign for him, carrying with them an hundred 
drefled beetles in a decent box, one jar of arrack, or drong liquor, and a live hog $ 

under 
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under favour of fuch a prefent only this is to be propofed. The friends of the maid 
feeing the vifitants thus prepared, and knowing by the cuftom of the country whereto it 
tends, give fitting anfwers to the queftion in hand, according to their inclinations ; for if 
they are unwilling it fhould be a match, they find their fubterfuges and excufes, by 
pretending their daughter’s youth, and inability to take upon her the burthen of a 
houfehold ; and that, however, they will confider of the matter further hereafter, 
and the like compliments ; wherewith they and their prefents are fent back again. 

But in cafe they are content to beftow their daughter on the young man, the prefent 
is readily accepted of,* with exprefiions of their approbation of the bufinefs ; and then 
immediately, without any other formality, they confult and agree about the molt 
aufpicious time, in which they are guided by their blind foperflition, for the folemni- 
zation of the wedding. In the meantime the parents of the bridegroom fend often 
prefents of vi£luals to the bride, and vifit her now and then, ’yet the young people 
are not permitted fo much a3 to fpeak to each other, 

At the prefixed time the wedding is kept with a feaft, agreeable to the condition and 
abilities of the parents of the young couple, which doth not lafl above a day. The 
ceremony of their marriage is barely this : in the afternoon of the day that precedes 
the wedding, the bridegroom comes to the bride, and brings with him, according to 
his quality, either, gold, filver, or a quantity of cafh, the more the greater honour, 
and victuals prepared, all which he leaves there, and retires to his own home. The 
next morning being the wedding day, the bride is dreffed in her fined: robes, with 
bracelets of gold pendants, &c. ; her parents’ acquaintance and fervants are ready to 
condu£l and wait on her to the bridegroom’s, whither fhe goes about ten o’clock in the 
forenoon, with all this train attending her, whilfl all her moveables, houfehold fluff, 
and whatever elfe her father and mother give for her portion, together with wh’at fhe 
had of the bridegroom, is carried in great flate, and for a more glorious fhew, it paffes 
in a long field before her and the whole company, all which enter the bridgeroom’s 
houfe, who receives her and them with kindnefs and courtefy, after their mode, and' 
prefents them with victuals prepared for the purpofe, whilfl raufic and other expref- 
fions of joy are not neglcfted : and this is the whole folemnity of the wedding, 
without any farther formalities of either magiflrate or priefl, as our author talks. 

Polygamy is here tolerated ; however, that woman whofe parents are of the greatefl 
quality is chief amongfl them, and has the title of wife. 

Rapes, and the like, are not known, much lefs practifed in this country. The' 
law of the land permits a man to divorce his wife, but the woman has not the farpe 
privilege, and can hardly obtain a feparation, againft the good liking of the hufband, 
unlcfs fhe be of a family that is able to compel him to it, by mere authority. When, 
the hufband defigns to repudiate his wife, he gives her a note, declaring under his 
hand and feal that he has no more pretenfions to her perfon, and that me is free to 
difpofe of herfelf as fhe finds occafion, which liberty^ capacitates her to marry another ; 
neither would any perfon dare to pretend to her, without being certain of the faid 
note, for fear of her former hufband, who in that cafe can chum her again, and 
thereby embroil fuch a one in the labyrinths of the law, and recover a good fum of 
money from him. • 

The woman fo repudiated, when file departs from her hufband, may take along 
with her the fame quantity of gold, filver, cafh, &c. as he brought to her. houfe at 
the time of his efpoufing her. The children born during the time of their mutual 
cohabitation the hufband keeps ; but their Mandareens feldom, and only on urgent 
occafions or for capital offences, will deal thus feverely with their wives, yet their 
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concubines are thus ferved on every light occafion, when the humour takes them to 
make an exchange, .or that they are fatiated with their perfons. Among the meaner 
fort, when a man and his wife difagree, and mutually delire a reparation, they are 
divorced in the prefence of fome fmall judge and public officers, by mutual difcharges 
in writing ; but the village hulband, that cannot write nor read, breaks a copper caffi, 
(this country money) or a Hick, in the prefence of his wife, as a teftimony of his re- 
solution to difmifs her ; the one of the half he keeps himfelf, the other he gives to 
her, which fhe carries to the heads and elders of the aldea, or village, requefting them 
to bear witnefs her hulband had difcharged her of her duty to be any longer his 
wife, and that he has nothing more to pretend to her for ever ; fo Ihe may either 
keep or throw away the .piece of caffi, or Hick, and marry again as foon as ffic 
pleafes. 

As for adultery, if a man of quality furprifes his wife in the fa& , he may freely, if 
he pleafes, kill her and her paramour with his own hands ; otherwife the woman is fent 
to be trampled to death by an elephant ; the adulterer is delivered to the juftice, who 
proceeds with him to execution without any farther delay. But with the meaner fort 
of people it is not fo ; they muft go to law, where the offenders will have fevere pu- 
niffimenl infilled on them, if they are proved guilty of the crime. 

The ftory that M.Taverniere relates to have happened whilft his brother was at 
Tonqueen, is not at all agreeable to the cuftoms of this people, or congruous with 
their difpofitions ; wherefore, in all probability, it is only a fiftion. 

CHAP. VIII . — Of the Vifits and Pajiimes of the Tonqueens. 

THEIR vifits are generally made in the afternoon. It is uncivil to come to any 
great man’s houfe before dinner, unlefs neceffitated by urgent bufinefs, or exprefsly 
invited, becaufe they then have the leaft time to fpare ; for in the morning very early 
they go to court to attend the general, which attendance takes them up till eight 
o’clock j when they come home, they employ themfelves awhile in ordering their do- 
meftic concerns among their fervants, if more important ftate affairs will permit it ; 
the little fpace that remains between that and dinner is referved for their retirement 
said repofe. 

The Princes, or great Mandareens, ride either on elephants, or are carried in a hang- 
mack, and followed by molt their fervants, foldiers, dependants, &c. that are not 
otherwife occupied in fuch a feafon, which is more or lefs numerous, according to 
the degree of the perfon’s dignity ; thofe of leffer rank ride on horfeback, and are 
followed by as many as they are able to maintain, without limitation, which ufually is 
not above ten perfons, but to be fure all that can muft go, for they are very ambitious 
of many attendants. 

If he that gives the vifit is of greater quality than the perfon vifited, he dares not 
to offer him any thing of meat or drink, no not fo much as a beetle, unlefs he calls 
for it. Their watef and beetle is always carried with them by their fervants. 

In difeourfing with them, efpecially if the perfon be of authority, care muft be 
had not to ipore any mournful fubjedt, either diredtly or indireftly ; but things, that 
are pleafant, in commendation of them, are beft approved. But that which is moil 
intolerable in thefe lords is, that they permit the men of their train (a rude brutifo 
gang) to enter 'with them into the moft private apartments of other people’s houfes, 
efpecially when they come to vifit Europeans, where they behave themfelves very 
apiffily, and commit many abfurdities and impertinencies in “their talk and jeftings j 
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and moreover often fleal whatever they can lay hold on ; in all which their ftupified 
mailers rather take delight, than check them, for their fauidnefs and mifdemeanors. 
But if they are invited by their fuperiors or equals, then they entertain them as they 
find occafion, either with tea or meat, &c. not omitting beetle, which is always the 
firll and laft part of the regale. The boxes wherein the beetle is prefented, are 
generally plain lacquered, either black, red, or fome grave colour j yet the gentry, 
and the Princes and Princeffes of the royal blood, have them in mafly gold, filver 
tortoife {hell, or inlaid with mother of pearl ; the painted and gaudy ones are only 
ufed at their facrifice^ in their pagodas. But fuch rich boxes as M. Taverniere avers 
to have fee n, to have the value of four and five hundred thoufand livres, at the Great 
Mogul’s court, were certainly no Tonqueen ones ; for diamonds, rubies, emeralds and 
other jewels do not grow in this country, neither are they in requeft among the na- 
tives ; nor could that have been brought thither by any Tonqueen ambaffador, fince 
the Kings fend none thither, nor is there the leaft commerce between the two na- 
tions. 

They feldom vifit fick perfons, and they hardly care to admit any but their kindred 
and relations to put them in mind of death, how defperate foever their ftate may be, 
and the leaft admonition to fettle their affairs and concerns would be a heinous crime 
and unpardonable offence ; fo that thole that die make no will, which deleft often 
creates vexatious lawfuits.among the kindred, if the deceafed leaves no children behind 
him, even to the ruin of their own eftates, and the lofs of what they contend for. 

In the halls of great men’s houfes are fevcral alcoves, where they fit crofs-legged 
upon mats, according to their degree, the higher the more honorable ; and thefe feats 
are all covered with mats, anfwerablc in finenefs to their llations, except in time of 
mourning, when they arc obliged to ufe courfe ones. As for carpets they have none, 
neither can they afford them ; wherefore I wonder at our author’s laying, that the mats 
are as dear as a fine carpet, which at the cheapeft colts from thirty to fifty rupees and 
upwards in Perfia and Surat ; whereas the belt and fineft mat may be bought here for 
the value of three or four fhillifigs at the molt ; neither do I believe any European, 
befides himfelf, has ever feen a T onqueen mat nine ells fquare, and as foft as velvet : 
however, this is like the reft of his fables. As for culhions, thefe people ufe none, 
either to fit or lie on j but they have a kind of bolfter made of reeds or mats, to fleep 
or lean on. 

As for their victuals they are curious enough therein, though their diet does not 
generally pleafe ftrangers. The common fort mull be content with green trade, rice, 
and fait fiffi, or the like ; the great lords may if they pleafe feed themlelves with the 
beft in the land. 

I can make no comparifon for neatnefs between the Europeans and them, in their 
houfes, wherein they have but little or no furniture more than ufual in the meaneft 
cots, fometimes tables and benches, feldom chairs. They ufe neither table cloths nor 
napkins, nor do they want them, fince they do not touch their meat with their fingers, 
but ufe two flicks, as the Chinefe and Japanefe do. All their victuals are ferved in 
little plates and difhes, not made of wood, and then lacquered and vamifhed over,, 
as M. Taverniere affirms, but of China and Japan wares, which are in efteem here,. 
Perfons of quality or condition ufe a kind of formality and decency at their feafts ; 
but as for the reft, as foon as they are at the bandefes, which are fmall lacquered 
tables, they do not fo much as mind any difcourfes ; and this not out of good manners 
or reverence to the aged and grave perfons, but a greedy defire to fill their guts,. 
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they being generally great eaters and true epicures ; alfo they may be afraid to lofe 
their lhare by prating, whilft others make all the filent hade they can to empty the 
platters and difhes. I have often feen the followers and attendants of Mandareens at 
the like fport ; and ufed to admire their eating both for quantity and greedinefs, in 
■which I believe no nation under the cope of heaven can match them. 

As for drinking, though the clowns and meaner fort feldom fall under the excels 
and debauchery of ftrong drink, yet amongft the courtiers and foldiers drunkennefs 
is no vice. A fellow that can drink l’martly is a brave blade. It is no cuftom of 
theirs to walh their hands when they go to table, only they rince their mouths, be- 
caufe of the beetle ; yet after meals, they often walh both ; and having cleanfed their 
teeth with a piece of bamboo, prepared for the purpofe, they eat beetle. At a friend’s 
houfe the entertained may freely, if he pleafe, call for more boiled rice, or any thing 
elfe, if he is not fatisfied, which the hoft takes very kindly. They do not afk one an- 
other how they do, but compliment them with a “ Where have you been thus long ?” 
and “ What have you done all this while ?” And if they know or perceive by their 
countenance that they have been fick or indilpofed, then they alk “ How many 
cups of rice they eat at a meal ?” (for they make three in a day, bolides a collation 
in the afternoon, amongft the rich and wealthy), and “Whether he eats with an appe- 
tite or no ?” 

Of all the paftimes of the Tonqucenefe, they affect rnoft their balls, ballads, and 
finging, which are for the moll part aded in the night and laft till morning, and are 
what M. Taverniere calls comedies ; a very improper name, and refembling them 
in no refped ; much lefs are they fet out with beautiful decorations and machines, as 
he fays, very pleafing to behold ; and they are as ikilful to reprefent fea and river 
water, and marine combats thereon, as they are able to deferibe the fight in i 588, 
between the Englifh and the Spaniards; neither have they in the city any theatres to 
ad upon, but every Mandareen’s hall, and the yards of other houfes, muft ferve in 
turn : yet in their aldeas they have finging houfes, ereded at the expence of three, 
four, or more aldeas, or villages ; and in this they celebrate their feltival times, fingi».> 
and banquetting after their mode. The adors of one houfe are fometimes three, 
four or five perfons ; their fees are no more than a thoufand cafli, to the value of 
about a dollar, for a whole night’s labour : but the liberal fpedators give them 
prefents, as often as they perform any thing dexteroufly. They are ufually habited 
in country taffetics, palong, fatin, and the like. They have but few fongs, and not 
above five different tunes, and thofe compofed rnoft in praife of their Kings and gc- 
neVals, interfperfed with amorous interjedions and poetical elegance. The women 
only dance, and flic that dances muft ling too, and will be between whiles inter- 
rupted by a man that plays the part of a jclter, who is generally the wittieft mimick 
they can find, and fuch a one as is able to make the company laugh at his inventions 
and poftures. Their mufical inftruments are drums, copper bafons, hautboys, guit- 
tars, with two or three forts of violins, &c. Befides this, they have another kind of 
dancing, with a bafon filled or piled up with fmall lamps lighted, which a woman fets 
on her head, and then dances, turning, winding, and bowing her body in feveral 
lhapes and figures, with great celerity, without fpilling a drop of oil in the lamps, to 
the admiration of the fpedators ; this ad will laft about half an hour. 

Dancing on ropes their women are alfo expert at, and fome will perform it very 
gracefully. ' 

Cock-fighting is a mighty game amongft them, fo that it is become a princely 
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nerai, rof mm $r Wring he muft and tflll wilti, whereb/ I^impoverifhes his gkfidefes, 
& that they ire not able to undertake any thing. . 

' ’ They‘de%ht much ihfilhing, and have the convenience of fflffly rivers, and infinite 
ponds. 

, As for 'banting, there is fcarce a wood or foreft proper for "this exercife, in all the 
country, neither aye they expert in that fport. 

But their grand paftimq is their new-year’s feaft, w hich commonly happens about, 
the 25th of January, and is kept by fome thirty clays ; for then, befides dancing and 
tfie recreations aforefaid, all their other forts of games, as playing at football, Twing- 
ing on an engine erected of bamboos, at molt corners of the fl roots, tricks of bodily 
adivity, and a kind of hocus-pocus, are brought on the ftage^ to enrreafe merriment ; 
neither ire they behind-hand to prepare their loads and banquets plentiful and large, 
driving to outdo each other therein, for the fpace of three or four days, according to 
their ability ; and as this is indeed the time to gormandize and debauch to excefs, fo 
he is accounted the raoft miferable wretch that doth not provide to welcome his friends 
and acquaintances, though by fo doing he is certain to beg the reft of that ‘year for 
his livelihood. 


The firft day of the year the ordinaiy fort do not ftir abroad, unlefs they arc de- 
pendants of fome lords, but keep themfelvcs clofe Ihut up in their houfes, admitting 
none but their ueareft relations and domeftics ; to others th^y would deny, on that 
day, a draught of water, or a coal for fire, and be very angry too at any one’s 
making fuch a requeft, fuperftitioufly believing its confequence would be to fubjed 
them to infallible malediction ; and that if they (hould give any thing that day, it 
would be their bad deftiny to give continually, and beggar themfelves thereby at laft. 
Their reafon for not ftirring abroad proceeds from the fame caufe, which is, fear to 
encounter with fome ominous thing or other that might prefage evil to them that day 
which would make them unfortunate all the year ; for they pbferve fuperftitioufly 
many frivolous niceties, as good and bad luck. But the fecona day of the new year 
they go to vifit each other, and acquit themfelves of their duty and obligations to their 
fupenors, to fombey 'them ; as likewife do their foldicrs and fervants to them. But 
the maqdaregpk go the firft day to the King and general, of which they are as 'careful 
obferverS a$ fne others are lharp and precifc exadors of this attendance. 

Some reckpn their new year from 'the 25th of their laft moon, but very impro- 
perly; their ground for it is, becaufe the fup unu, implying as much as the great deal 
reverfed, is then put intp a box, with, the face downward, for a whole month’s time, 
and in that interval the law is, as it were, laid afleep, and no ads v\ hatfoever pafe under 
the'faid feal ; all courts of judicature are fhyt up ; debtors cannot be feized on ; fmall 
crimes,, as petty larceny, fighting, beating one another, &c., escape with impunity ; 
oflly treafon and murder the governors of the city and province take account of, and 
keep the malefadors prisoners till the grand feal comes to be adive again, to bring 
them to ttiefr trial, &c. But t t heir new year more properly begins at the firft of their 
new mole/ which falls out ufually about our 25th of January 3s aforefaid, and 4 fts, 
according to the China Cuftom, one whole month. » 

By what is delated it appears how exceflively our author has hyperbolize} 
pafiages, efpecfelly where he commends the Tonqueencfe for laborious and m^flnous 
people, prudently employing their time to the raoft advantage, which in fome degree 
Wf be gTaiiredln' tfie women, but the men are fo lazy and idle generally, mat ure 
' vol. 4 * they 
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overgQigMjg Wtr itomachs, feeding as if they no*' to.-e^ 

for ,fhe ; im^port»cd life chiefly. . , , s A<. ■ '’■ 

It is alfo a midake to fay the Tonqueenefe. deem it a difgrace to have^lfe heads un- 
covered }. for when an inferior comes to a mandareen, eifher wj^um fome 

errand from a mandareen, he has always his black gown an^i ; cap>«a,.ar^[ the man- 
daVeen receives him bare ; but if the meffenger comes with an order fyomi'thedCing, 
verbal or in writing, then they dare not hear the meffage, or perufe the note, without 
putting on their gown and cap. Of this more will be faid when I come to fpealt of the 
court of Tpnqueen. . 

As to criminals, 'they are fhaved as foon as they are condemned to die, beeaufe they 
maybe known and apprehended if they Ihould cnance to outrun their keepers, which' 
is a different thing from being uncovered, which M. Taverniere talks of. So likewife 
to nail malefactors on croffes, or to difmember them by four fmall galleys that row 
feveral ways, are torments unheard of in this country. 


CHAP. IX. -—Of the learned Men of Tonqueen. 

THE Tonqueenefe have a great inclination for ' learning, bCcaufe it is the onlyv 
to acquire dignity and preferments, which encourageth them to a dudious and 
diligent application to learning, which is often attended with good or ill fuccefs, as in 
other countries, according to their feveral talents, and as they are endued with viva- 
city, fjfirit, and more efpecially as they are furnifhed with a good or bad memory, 
which is the chief requifite for muttering that fort of learning which is in repute in this 
country, which, confiding modly in hieroglyphic characters,, whereof they have as 
many as words or things, requires a very retentive memory. Hence it is that fome 
fcholars are fit to take degrees upon them after twelve or fifteen year’s fludy, others 
in twenty-five or thirty^ many not in their life-time. ’ . ' 

They may, as foon as they think themfelves able or capable, adventure, their trial, 
without either obligation to continue longer a fcholar or limitation of years. Nor have 
they any public fchools, but every one chufes fuch a preceptor for his children as he 
fancies at his own cod. ^ 

Their learning confids not in the knowledge of languages, as among us Jn Europe,, 
much lefs are they acquainted with our philofophy ; but they have one Cionfudus, a 
Chmefe (or, as the people call him, Congtu), the founder of their arts andfciences, 
which are the fame with thofe of the Chinefe. This man compofed himfelf b.ut one 
booh> to# he compiled four others from the works of the ancient Cbiimfe pNlofophefe, 
cofitainin'g moral and political precepts, with, their rites, and. facrifices.,&c. •, Moreover,,, 
his difciples have, out of his works, extra&ed divers rules, fentqiceSj a pd doulies fit 
for the date in general, and every perfon in particular ;/ all jynjich, is ^>)ded:ed into 
ope Volume, divided* into four parts, and entitled The Eptir Books, ,*yhich, with the 
five before. mentioned, m*ke nine books, aim are the anciented. they havm and of , 
that reputation, that they will admit no contradiction whatfoeielt^imft, trail s , imd , 
thefe ard'the foie foundation of the learning not only of the .Ounefe 
butidfd of the Japanefe, fome fmall differences excepted. ' .. ■ _ 

:The laid .books comprehend Jikewife thegreeteft 
litJMt Chichi hone 





rite iifcak&'W •ftjfcfefcitin*. 

bec«EufS' their learned $ave ’* way Of compounding and cofu^ting 
&t number f and as k*3#'*iot*necelIary foMhe wlgar fon to know fo 
hr lb feWf do, and twelve -eft* fourteen thoufand is f efficient for ufual writing, 
bey 'S^e Wholly ignorant of natural phiiofophy, and not more (killed in mathe* 
tics dnd •aftronomy : their ^ctetry I do no underftand, and their mufic 1 do not find 
vdff delightful and harmonious ; and I cannot but wonder by what faculty M. Taver- 
nkrehas difcovered them, to be the moft excellent of all the oriental people in that art. 

Having thus confufedly mentioned a word or two in general of their learning, I 
return tp the fcholare. They muft, in the acquifition of employ and dignity (1 do not 
fay nobility, for the cuftotn is here, that all the honours die with the perfon, and 
defqend not to his pofterity), pafs through three degrees : -the firft, of a fingdo, fome* 
thing like the bacnelors tn Europe ; the fecond a hung-cong, refembling our licen* 
dates ; the third degree is a tuncy, equal to the degree of doftor with us. 

Out of thefe doftors they chufe the ableft and eledt him trungiveen, which is as 
much as to fay, a prefident, or profeffor of learning. 

And indeed the eleftion of thefe literadoes is managed with the moft commendable 
policy and juftice that I know of among them ; for whereas, in all other things, they 
are fwayed’by corruption, partiality, or private paffions, in the diftribution of thefe 
degrees they refpeft Angularly the deferts of perfons, fince no man can obtain any of 
them, unleis he is found worthy thereof, by a drift and moft exaft examination. 

The order and method obferVed in the promotion of fingdos, or bachelors, is this : 
once in three years it is cuftomary for the King and general to nominate two or three 
tUnties, with fome wene quan, or juftice of peace, who has the degree of hung-cong, 
to be examiners of the defigned academy in that province where the eleftion is to be 
made (for in this they proceed from one province to another by turns), whither they 
repair immediately on receiving their commiffion. Great care is taken that none 
fpeak with' thofe to be examined on the way, or receive any bribes of them. Being 
arrived, they take up their lodgings in houfes built of 'bamboos and draw, encom- 
pa(Ted with a wall of the fame materials, leaving a fpacious empty place in the midft 
thereof for a theatre. The tuncies are prefently feparated from the wene quan and 
the reft in diftitift apartments, and are not to fpeak one with the other during their 
funftion^, drift guards being kept at the feveral doors, and all comers in or out are 
fearched for papers, writings, &c. If any is found to have tranfgrcfled herein he is 
rigbrtiuflypunimed and lofes his dignity. 

Ia the morning of the day preferibed for the commencing of the faid examination* 
aH the ftucbnts retort to this place, where they find an officer, who exhibits to them 
’fivagfhort Sentences, written in Capital letters, whereof every one, as many as there 
a«*, ihay tfcke copies j which being done, they are all fearched for papers or other 
u^Wfigs, and then placed on the bare ground of the yard aforementioned, at good 
and equal diftance, ahd many watches are fet, that none” comes to fpeak with them. 

Thus they fit to write their themes, Which they muft finiffi befojre evening ; neither 
muft the fold anfwer contain more than twenty-four fides of paper} and as evepy on$ 
brings in \M, ’he Faftens to it, on a particular meet, his name, the names of his parents 
and tillagel the tuncies tear off, and mark the anfwer and paper of names with 
the lkni^ nur^igr. Which are put up feverally, according to their provinces and 
aldeas. 

All tJ#pifiersB«ng thus ferved, the tuncies fend them to the wine qug>?X$ e Barnes 
of thrif ^utbcpfhaigkept into cuftody of another officer) to be examined, who throws 
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„ . 4* amljfendk'the good ones folhd foboijfo JPNf* upfcfofeflfr 

feview, pvt M k gregt many more, fo th|it* fometime& <rf four ©rfke tes^si pifo- 
tenders, only One tjboUfand are approved of the fijrft time* theioeotri^perifepS, Mfo 
more than five hundred j and, on the laft proof, only thiise hundred hr© to be 
duatcd bachelors. Such as have behaved themfelves well in the firft trial theif nathes 
come oul; in public within eight or ten days after, to be prepared for the fecond exa- 
mination ; and thofe whofe names are thus thrown out need not ftay, for they cannot 
be admitted that feflions any more. In the fame manner they continue the fecond and 
third trial, only their talk at the fccond trial is but of three fentences, and the anfwer 
twelve fides ; the laft of two fentences, and its reply eight fides, but more difficult 
than the former. Whofosver paffcs thefe trials is declared bachelor, and has his 
name rcgiftered among thofe of the fame rank in the book of ftate, and from that 
time they pay but half the taxes which they were rated at before, and likewife enjoy 
fome other petty immunities. 

Now follows their manner of electing the hung-congs, or licentiates : thefe are 
feleded out of the bachelors, more or lefs, as the King pleafes to order f they are 
examined by the fame officers, and created alternately in the place aforefaid where the 
bachelors were. If they can overcome but one proof more, which is the fourth, in- 
cluding the three preceding of the fangdoes, or bachelors, they become licentiates. 
The formality ufed in this proceeding is in a manner the fame with the former, only 
they and their examiners are ftill more feverely watched, and they are not permitted 
to fee or fpeak with any of the competitors ; they are feparated and diftant enough 
from each other when they write their meditations, &c. : and all thofe hung-congs of 
former creation muft leave, at that time, the province where the fchool is held, by 
repairing to the capital city, and abide there till the end of the ad } many fpies are fet 
over them, and they are numbered every day. The like care is recommended to the 
governors of the other provinces about the faid hung-congs during die folemnity, to 
prevent frauds and deceits in that behalf. - 

The examiners propound three fentences out of their book of their prince of philo- 
fophers, Confucius, and four more out of the volumes of his difciples $ the arguments 
pf fo miny orations, which the candidate is to anfwer with fo many theihes in writing, 
which is to be in an elegant and fentendous ftyle, and adorned with the belt of their 
rhetoric, the more concife the better. 

The examiners then rejed the worft and prefent the belt, who are to proceed to the 
tiupcics, or chief examiners, and they chufe thofe that are to be admitted graduates, 
and expofe their names with much ceremony. The privileges and immunities of the 
licentiates are far greater than the bachelors ; befides, they have the honour m be 
prefented to the King, who gives to each of them one tboufand {mail pieces of&mt, 
about the value of a dollar in money, and a piece of black calico for a gown, worth 
about three dollars more. 

"Xiie laft, or third degree, called tuncy, anfwerable fo our dodors, }9 conferred 
every fourth year, &t the (Capital city or court of the kingdom, in a particular palace, 
with marble gates, formerly the bell in the country, but now, riwmgh age, much 
decayed, The ‘cnoiceft and leamedeft of the hung-congs, or licentiates, ate only ad- 
mitted to this trial : of many competitors few are fuccefsml. Their examiners are the 
, King himfelf, the Princes, and molt eraihent dodons of the realm, ‘with Other 
'j&tacipal magistrates. This trial is in molt circumftances like the two former, ‘‘except 
Jgyffie qu ef^Siis propounded,' Which’ are both of greater ’number, and more intricate, 
gruVe^ and ijfecfoxis, befog commonly the molt difficult part their ethics, primes, 

and 
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a*ult&me^iag; of .poetry rhetoric $lf tghichthey are to expound' 

an4,re£$# ill, wiling, at four, foVeral u^es, in the ip&ceof twenty days, arid he that 
doth.it is adopted doffyr. This is no ealy talk, confiderihg what a burthen it is to 
the-metnory to retain ail the characters of the four lair of the nine books of Confucius, 
which neceflarMy they mull have, word for word, by hcai’t, to acquit themfelves well 
therein. 

They write their themes and meditations on the exhibited fentences in a clofe cage, 
made of bamboos, for that.purpofe, and covered with calico, wherein they fit from 
the morning to night, being fearched, that they have nothing about them but pen, 
ink, and clean p'apcr ; and to watch them the narrower, two doftors, or tunnies fit at 
a good diftance from them under umbrellas. Thus they are ferved at four diftinft 
times, before they are made tuncies, or doctors. The King and general honour this 
folemnity with t^pir prefence the two firft da) s, as the mod important, and leave the 
• compleating thereof to the minifters. Thofe thus graduated are congratulated by 
their friends, applauded by the fpeclators, and honoured by their brother do&ors 
with many complimental expreflions ; the King prefents each of them with a bar of 
filver, of the value ol fourteen dollars, and a piece of filk, bolides the revenue of 
fome a}deas, or villages, for their maintenance, which is more or lefs, according to 
favour or defert, ana they are fealled at the public expence of their aldeas for fome 
time. Out of thefe the principal magiftrates of the kingdom arc chofen, and they are 
fent ambaffadors to China, and are permitted to wear Chinefe boots and caps, with 
their proper veil. 

The rejected licentiates may, if they pleafe, continue their ftudy, and try fortune 
again ; if not, they are capable of fome magiftracy in the country, as jufticc of peace, 
head of an aldea, &c. 

The bachelprs have the fame privilege ; and thofe that are unwilling to make any 
further progrefs in learning may find likewife employment, if they have money, among 
the governors of the provinces, in the courts of jullice, or as clerks, ftewards, fecre- 
taries, or folicitors to the mandarcens ; and, in all this, an eloquent tongue is not fo 
requisite as a, good pen. 

Such fire*works a6 M. Taverniere mentions thefe people to be exquifite in the 
making of, I have met none all the time I frequented this country, nor any other forts, 
unleis it be fqtribs, or the like. And as for thofe machines, or change of fccnes, in 
eyery' a£t of, their comedy, they may be long enough fought after, but will never be 
fca^nd here, wherever he law them. 

■ Ip aftrolpgy, , geometry, and other mathematical fciences,’they are but little {killed* 
but they underftand arithmetic rcafonably well j their ethics are confufedly delivered* 
aM digged into formal method, as is their logic. 

CHAP. X. — Of the Phyjicians and Dijeafcs of the Tonqueenefe. 

*J£yEB,Y one that pleafes may be a phyfician at Tonqueen, <and indeed every one 
almoft i« his own doClor, whereby this noble fcience is become the public praCkce of 
the veryj$j*g$ of the nation, to the difgrace of the public in tolerating it. 

1’heirxirmcipal ftudy in this fcience confifts only of the examination of fome Chinefe 
books, that cUre® them how to boil and compound their roots, herbs, apd (koples, 
with .fotne jphfcftise notions of their feveral qualities, nature, and virtae, but generally 
fo qphfufoa, they f&aqw little or nothing until they add thereto own expe- 
risnee. They utuforftand hardly any thing of anatomy, or the compofinon 
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bodies, witii the ^ ,. TrtrP . , 

to fbrm^a jUdgittferSt of the difeafes incidehtt® the imaum fyllaffc^rbtot dtttjlftftb 
the blood, as the principal caufeof ail the difpr-ders, that W$4^tlfe'«boSy» VjS® ifceire^ 
fore confider ito further the conffitution or temper in the application 'of their iero^-‘ 
dies ; and with them it is enough to fucceed well in three or four cures, though by 
mere chance (for they are hardly ever able to give a reafon for what they do ), to get 
the reputation of an excellent medicus, which oftentimes, as it encreafestheir prac- 
tice} forgives them a greater power to kill their fellow areatures. Their patients are 
generally very impatient under the hands of their doctors, who, if 'he doth not afford 
them prefent eafe and fpeedy core, they fend for other help, and fo often go from 
bad to worfe, till they are either well or killed, for want of, patience on one Side, and 
judgment on the other. 

Thefe people generally, on vifiting a patient, feel the piilfe in two places, and that 
Upon the wrift, as the Europeans ; but they mult be the Chinefe phyficians whom 
M. Tavemiere extols for their fkill in the pulfe ; and I own that fome of that nation 
excel in it, but the far greater number are mere pretenders to this art, and : affe£t to 
amufe the pafient by often tatious conjectures and conceited and confiifed notions, to 
infpire a belief of their (kill in difeovering thereby the caufe of difeafes, and fo gull 
the credulous patients of their money, and oftentimes their health to boot. 

Thefe people have no apothecary among them ; every one that profeffes the art of 
-phyfic prepares the dofe himfeif, which confifts, as I mentioned, in the compofition 
.of herbs 'and roots boiled in water. 

The peftilence, gravel, and the gout are hardly known in thefe countries : fevers, 
agues, dyfentcries, the jaundice, fmall-pox, &c. reign here moft, to all which they 
adminiftcr the faid drugs for remedies, fometimes with defired fuccefs, wherein more 
is to be aferibed to the patient’s own cure, fparing diet and abftinence (in which they 
are moft lingular, occafioned perhaps by their more than common fear of death), than 
the Ikill and judgment of the phyficians. 

The grandees drink the herb tea of China and Japan, but it is hot much admired } 
they ufe moft their nadve tea, called by them chia-bang, the leaf of a certain tree, 
and chiaway, the buds and flowers of another certain tree, which, after they are dried 
and roafted, they boil and drink the liquor hot ; the laft is of a good pleafant tafte. 
Befides thefe two forts they have many other forts of liquor, made of beans, roots, &c. 

I need not here deferibe the quality and virtue of tneChitla and Japan tea, fince 
they are fo well known in England, and moft other parts of Europe? only 1 will note 
how-grofsly M. Tavemiere was miftaken to prefer the Japan tea before that of China, 
when, in tjhe choice of them, there is above 30 per cent, difference. 

Phlebotomy, or blood-letting, is rarely pra&ifed amongft this people, and when 
they do it, it is not after our way, in thearm, and with a lancet, but oh the forehead, 
and with the bone of a fifh tied to a fmall ftick, in form like the horfe-fieatns in 
England} Which inftrument is applied to the vein of the forehead, then they give 
tbsredn a fillip with z finger, and the blood gufites out. Them grand rd&edyls %e 
ip moft difttShipefo, which is ufed as they fee caufe, pot regarding therein either the 
time of the daypr* night precifeiy.- The matter wherewith they bum » the leaf of a tree, 
weth^ried, ana ibep beaten in a mortar until it grows almoft bice to 
and this they talce ' and fix qn every place to be burnt (for they do it in' foany'ptspes at 
tbt^ fkfoe^^e), ‘fo much as W$U lie on a iartfemg,. 

that- it mvy ftiei: to the Kim } fins it with: V 

this a fovereignremedy }• JlOy true I cafthbi 1 affirm } 4 id$&hn*» 

12 , lam 



THE KlW&S&ia W T&f$t7EEN. ©yj 

Hf«L cprtain^riut fcljnits the iatfew' to a great tbrineht, and that our ale of letting 
|lp<^.^ i ^4JJ«! : ^'.ia'Con^)arffon dPitV ; , / /'.;. 

Bui jRyoft common and frequently amohgft them cuppmgfcufed, becaufe cheap and 
easier. ..-I'feeir^a^ here is much after the fame manner as ours in Europe, only that 
tfrey/hay^plahafleskftead of glaffes. , • 

Of anatomy they underftand nothing, as I faid before, and of furgery little, admiring 
much our Europeans’ art in that behalf. 'To broken bones they apply certain herbs, 
which they, lay will heal them in the fpace of twenty-four days, and cement them as 
ftrong as ever. Thgy have another .remedy, which is to take the raw bones of hens, 
and beat them to powder, making thereof a pafte, which, applied to the part affeCted, 
is elteemed by them a fovereign medicine. * 

Their little children are fo much fubject to dangerous obftru&ions, which deprive 
them of the benefit of natures both by llool and urine, caufing their bellies to fweli 
Jo that' often their lives are endangered thereby. Their remedy for this is, cock- 
*roches and onions roafted and beaten together ; this they apply to the navel ,of the 
child; which is often attended with good fuecefs. 

Thefe people affirm, that crabs are turned into (tones by the power of the fun, and 
ufe them as phyfic, but not in fevers arid dyfenteries. Moreover, they take up by the ’ 
fea-fide a kind of cockles, which being beaten to powder, they drink in the cholic. 


r ; 

GHAP. XI. — Of the original Government , Law, and Policy of the Tonqucenefe, with 

fome Conftderations thereon. 

IT is without all difpute. that the Tonqueenefe ever were a nation of themfelves dif- 
ferent from the Ghinefe, who call them Munto, or Barbarians, and their country 
Gannam, becaufe fituated far to the fouth, in reference to them, and the inhabitants 
bearing a great affinity with other Indians in eating penany, colouring, their teeth, 
going barefoot, and that their right great toe ftandeth athwart from their foot, as is 
to be feen yet by fo0e of the Tonqueen call. But how this country was governed 
before it was made a province of China is hard to know, fince they had in thofe days 
no characters, by confequence no hiftory of that time can be extant among them ; 
what was afterward compiled thereof may be fufpe&ed as fictions, invented at plea- 
lure and indeed they are moft of them fo unaccountable, that they ought rather to 
be looked upon as dreams and chimeras than hiftorical narrations; neither is there 
much’ appearance of verity in thofe relations of theirs, which make this people fa. 
valiant,, that they, were not only able to contend with but vanquish alfo th^. formi- 
dable armies of the prodigious empire of China, and maintain their liberty m fpite 
thereof fpr many ages ; but it is moft likely that they have fet the beft face in their 
narrations upon their actions, that they might not hand themfelves down to pofterity 
and to ftrangers in the bafe light which it feems to me their cowardice and ill conduct 
have dfcferyed. , . ’*• 

r ?h& prafend they have had the ufe of the Chinefe chambers amongfl; them hc^wp. 
the i^gn. Citing, one of their firft kings, according to their heft hiftorians, which*; 
by computation*’* cannot be lefs than .two thoufand years ; if fp, I infer they were pnge-, 
before ei^pr coMunred, or voluntary fubje£ts to that empire; becaufe the ; Chjna If?**** 
rirp«, .ktl (lkmai H ^ i 4^^ r -.r-% c *‘ CQU Id have been ; neither of that antiquity^ or. 

among them* as it frit by their own teftit" rt « v * i “ 


‘kwM»jcles, that mbmion about the fe*n^,^P'p^r empire 
•>’* triumphant one, vthofe limits extended as Ir as Siam ; 
r therefore 
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therefore, th«®e Is no 'iroaibn to believetih^s 

unmolofted, fince it dies as a bar, juft m the* way ^^ to fii^ofe atiabpftfuQ: 
but rather that . it was immediately incorporated with their" empire, 

Ifet it ; jaay; be, the Chinefe did .not keep the country the firift time lot),!* under 
fubjeCtion, vftut left them on the invafion of the Tartars, pr oh fdthe other mbtivos, 
fa^iay&Ctei- their departure Ding was King. Now, whether they made him foi, or 
whether he ufurped the regality, by the affiftance of great numbers of vagabonds, and 
Other ffeum of the nation, is differently delivered. They fay that King , Ding had 
enjoyed the feeptre but a fmall time, before the great ones murmured agsjinft him ; 
the malcontents finding the common people difubedient, whofe affeCtions, whether he 
had loll by cruel and harfh*ufage, or that they dil'dained to be any longer iubjeCt to 
theft contryman, as it commonly falls out with people accuftomed to lervitude, to be 
incapable of ufxng well their new recovered liberty, ( with other occult motives and 
malignant influences that caufed the effects of thofe diffractions,) they fell into open 
rebellion, and took arms againft Ding, whom they murdered; whereon enfued bloody 
civil wars for many years, till being weary, they chofe by general confent, a puiflant 
Prince of theirs, called Leedayhang, for their King. 

In 4 , his reign, they fay the Chinefe invaded the country, not mentioning for what 
reafon; probably they were Chinefe rebels that fled thence, and that this people fought 
U\any battles againft them with good fuccefs. Yet, in the height of this w&r Leedayhang 
dying, whether in battle or otnerwife is uncertain, left to his fucceffor Libatvie, a 
politic and valiant Prince, the profecution thereof, which he carried on with no lefs 
valour than profperity ; for having encountered and routed the Chinefe in fix or feven 
battles, he reftored peace and tranquillity to the whole kingdom, and built that large 
and magnificent palace of marble, which is now through age fo decayed that 
nothing but the gates and fome of the walls of that fumptuous ftruCture remain. 

They fay, that after this King, his pofterity poffeffed the crown to the fourth or 
fixth generation fucceflively, and ruled in great profperity ; buttle laft left the fuccef- 
fion to a daughter, having' no heir male, which Princefs comingTo the croftn, married 
a powerful lord of the family of Tran, who ruled with her jointly but few months ; for 
another of their grandees, called Hue rebelled againft them, and having vanquiihed 
them in battle put them to death, and afeended the throne himfelf- 

He governed not long, for the people coiifpircd againft him ; for what caufe T cannot 
find; it, may be fufpeCted, that he uled bad means for the maintaining of his unjuft 
pcffeffions ; and having called'the Chinefe to their afliftance, they killed the ufurper, 
and .withal loft theft own freedom, for the Chinefe fhewed themfelves true auxiliaries, 
in feizing the whole kingdom for a reward of their labour and victory. 

A Chinefe viceroy or general was then ordered over this pebple, to govern them as 
formerly, which continued for the fpace of fixteen years, when they begati , to* fed fteary 
,4(4. the. Chinefe oppreftions and infolence, and withal commemorating their former 
/Copcliupn, they revived unanimopfly to endeavour to free themfelves from the Chinefe 
yoke, and accordingly took arms under the leading of a valiant cSptaB, byname 
Lee, and fought with the Chinefe, and routed them ip feveraj battles, killing ferny 
of them, wichiftiwr Adceroy or general Lpetang ; ^hich dilafter^lyith the* cferges of 
die , war abroad and' ipjyil commotions at home, and the frai^ljprbftf 

perhaps |he motives why the China Emperor ' 1%$$^ to 

v which is pp^ 'a^^ : |y^'. s y^sarsago.' , Having jfhcjftjfore 

9^ 'tjtem certain conditions, f'apa takeft fecuV^ tor tneif. fidtfiM 
wiz* to come every three years, once to the iirfeiial 

li which 
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> jyhicb. r they.^i tribute, and to do homage to thp Emperor, in acknowledgement 

khigdom and libterty of his mere' grace and bounty, he with- 
drew his trobps frQm Touqueen $ andthefe conditions are punctually obferved to this 
very day.. _ ' ... ' 

, Among the prefents, they are to carry images of gold and filver, made in the 
pofture of criminals, denoting that they are fucn to the China empire, for the murder 
. of Luetahg the aforefaid General, and that they are to remain evermore, fupplicants 
to that court for the faid offence. The Kings of Tonqueen have likewife their choap 
, or feal from the Chinefe Emperor, as a mark of their dependency. And though this 
formality be a mere piece or Chinefe vanity, yet they make no little ado about it. 
This year (1683) came here an ambaifador from the imperial court of Pekin* to bring 
the title for a Bova, that had been inaugurated above eight or nine years before; he 
Was received with all the pomp and magnificence that the genpral could devife, or was 
capable to put in praftice, and that not out- of love, but mere oftentation, to fhew 
the Tartars his grandeur and puiflance. They hadprefented to their view a great 
number of foldiers, richly clothed in Englifh and Dutch manufactures, molt of their 
elephants and cavalry in their befl furniture, gilded gallies, &c. But for all this, the 
ambafTador did not deign to vifit his Highnefs ; as indeed no ambaffadors of that empire 
ever do, making of him no other account than as a plebian ufurper, obfeure in com* 
parifon of their emperors. 

But to return : the Chinefe having thus forfaken the country, Lee was proclaimed 
King, who reigned feveral years, and his family enjoyed the feeptre afterwards uninter- 
rupted, for the fpace of above two hundred years, and then Mack ufurped the crown. 
This man was of a low and vile original, bom about Batfhan, a fifher village, at the 
river’s mouth, where the European fhips enter it : he was a wreftler by profeffion* and 
fo dextrous therein, that he raifed himfelf to the degree of a mandareen, or lord. But 
bis ambition, that alpired higher, could not be fatisfied with any other condition, but 
the fovereignty itfelr, and accordingly he confpired againft the King, 'and effected his 
defign rather by crafty practices and ftratagems than force. 

Having thus ufurped the crown, he fortified Batfhan and other places, becaufe of 
his many enemies, efpecially of Hoawing, a mighty and powerful Prince, in the province 
ofTingtva, of whom he molt flood in fear, fince he was in open defiance of the 
ufurper. This Hoawing married his daughter to Hoatrin, a man of lingular ftrength 
and valour* who had been formerly a notorious robber, and made huff general of his 
forces* and when he died, left him the guardianfhip and tuition of his only fon* at 
that time about fourteen or fifteen years of age. Hoatrin having gotten the forces of 
his deceafed father-in-law at his devotion, made open war againft Mack, and after 
many petty encounters, with various fuccefs, at laflf overcame him. . The ufurper 
.finding bbnfelf reduced to a nonpltis, was neceflitated to fly for his fecurity to^Gabury, 
a kingdom on thp frontier of China, and fubjeCt to this King, formerly inhabited by a 
idnd of yrfld people. But Hoatrin came immediately after the victory of Cocha, the 
metropolis* and having Arif demolifhed the fortifications of Mack; he made proclaina- 
ripd; ff there was aiiy heir male of the houfe of Lee, he might freely difeover himfelf, 
promiflug -,tb place him on the throne df his anceftoi-s, ana proteffed he had taim 
arms;for thatend and accordingly, when a youth of the hottfe of Led was brought 
4>uch joy, placed him : ofi the thtphe with abundah^pf 
and owned bun mk fbvereich, ordering every one ! to pSy obedience toLee*. 1 lRW&tCfKmg 

imttk TiwSr^'to l^mBhjte difeonitenitoedt ofhis‘pdpri who 
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did not dream, but that his brother-in-law, would hayecotiVerted . 

father’s forces arid army, with the, proiperoua- lucceft, themCToTllii 'pa$ieri^ .rife , ■ 
greatnefs, and -advancement, by excluding , the Orphan, p '&%_■>&$ 
accounts for.Hoatrin having previoufly made the requiftte proyifioWfor the 
of the government, l.c feat a peremptory letter to hisbrother-in-lawy requiring hitf 
obedience to this Prince of the houfe of Lee, or by default, to . declare turn a rebel 
and open enemy to the date. This occalioned a civil war and a rent in the kingdom 
of Tonqueen j for young Hoawing, although he was not againft Lee, yet could he 
not endure to think that Tririg Ihould make himfelf general, elieetping that place more' 
juftly to belong to him : but finding he was too weak to refill the power M Tririg, 
and to remain fo near as Tingwa is to the city of Cacho, he thought it the fafeft way 
to retire to Cochin-China, "whyre he was joyfully received by thofe governors and 
foldiers, who immediately eleded him Chova, or general,, to Lee, their lawful Bova, 
or king, proclaiming Tring a traitor and rebel ; fo that ever fince, now above two 
hundred and twenty years, this kingdom has remained divided under two lieutenant- 
generals, with royal authority ; both own Lee as King and ruler, according to their 
antient laws, cuftoms and rights, but are mortal enemies, and wage continual war 
againft each other. 

I return now to Tring, and fee why as vidor he did not afeend the throne, and 
take upon him the name and title of a King. Certainly it was not for want of ambi- 
tion, or altogether out oLpiodefty and fenfe of juftice, that he did not accept of any 
higher title than that of general ; but it was in confideration of two very fpecious 
reafons : for Ihould he affume the crown and royal title to himfelf, he would be re- 
garded as an ufurper, and expofe himfelf to the general hate and envy of the natives, 
and more efpeciallyto the perfecution of Hoawing, who would be able, under the moft 
juft and plaufible pretexts, to work his ruin and extirpation. The other motive was 
his apprehenfion, that the Chinefe Emperor Ihould be againft him, as knowing he 
was a ftranger to the royal race of the Kings of Tonqueen ; whereby Tring would 
involve himfelf in a torrent of troubles, and be, probably, the caufe of his own per- 
dition ; therefore he thought it was the fecureft way to fet up a Prince of the houfe of 
Lee, with only the bare name of King, and referve the royal power for himfelf ; arid 
indeed all that belongs to the fovereign refides in the Chova, for he may make war or 
peace as he thjjpks fit, he makes and abrogates laws, pardons^ and condemns criminals j 
he creates and depofes magiftrates and military officers, he impofes taxes, and orders 
fines, according to his pleafure j all ftrangers make their application to him, except 
the fcmbafladprs of China ; and in a word his authority is not only royal, but abfolute 
and unlimited ; wherefore the, Europeans call him the King,, and the true King is 
called for diftiri&ion’s fake, the Emperor ; whilft the Bova or King is fhut up in his 
palace, attended by none but fpies of the Chova.; neither is he permitted to ftir abroad - 
more than once a year, and that on the great folemnity of their annual facrifices, &c. 

for the reft, he ferves only to cry airiten to all that the general doth* and to coi^ 
firm for formalities fake, with his choap, all the ads arid decrees of the other,; tp 
conteft with him the leaft matter would not be fafe for him ; ?nd though the people 
refpc&the Bqy^ jet they fejir the Chova njuch more, who is moft flattered becaufe of 
his power. V:'/, '' • '-ziutW* 

The general’s place isjike the King’s, hereditary, the <^deftibft fucceeas ■$<» 
yet often the ambition of the brothers has occafioned coramodons and-; qviL-fef^s,: 
ai«jpj£to fupplant each rietpfeori,; 

that the death of a thoufand Bovasdoth not endanger the country in'ithe leaft,; out Wfbrin 
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^ one^lmiiid is jfoffeffed v$th great tremors and heavy eonfterna- 

tfo^» 'changes in fl^te and government. 

y , properly, divided into fix provinces, not reckoning the country 

otCn|a»|* and a final! part of Bcwes, which are maintained as conquered lands, that 
people being of a- different language and manner from the Tohqueenefe » and five of 
the fix provinces are governed by their particular governors, which at prefent are all 
eunuchs* with ample power; but he that rules in Giang, the frontiers of Cochin- 
China, the fixth province, is a kind of viceroy, or lieutenant-general, and the militia 
under hitn are not l^efs in number than forty thoufand foldiers. His authority is in a 
manner abfolute, from whom there is no appeal, except in cafes of high treafon, to 
the fuprfeme court of the kingdom. This viceroy is ufually a perfon of great favour, 
and much confided in by the general, who, to oblige hitn the more, marries either 
his daughter or fifteu to him : it would be of ill confequence *0 the whole kingdom, 
efpeciafiy to the general, if this man fliould revolt to Cochin-China. 

In former times they had eunuchs to govern this province too, but fince the trick 
the Cochin-Chinefe put on one of them, they have not placed there any more as go- 
vernors in chief. The j eft was thus: the Cochin-Chinefe, who hare thefe kind of 
creatures, and never employ any of them in bufinefs of importance, efpecially in the 
militia, knowing the Capon-viceroy of that province was appointed generaliflimo for 
the expedition in hand againft them, they fent him, in contempt, a breaft-piece of filk, 
fuch as is worn by their women, for a prefent, defiring him 'to make ufe of it ; giving 
thereby to understand, that fuch a drefs and ornament better became him than either 


to command foldiers or to govern provinces, &c. as approaching fo near the female fex. 

The governors of provinces have for their feconds a literado mandareen, or lawyer, 
to afiift them in civil government and adminiftration of their laws, who fit with the 
governors in public courts of juftice : befides this, each province has its feveral inferior 
courts of judicature, and one among the reft that is independent of the governor’s 
authority, the judges whcrepf have their characters immediately of the fovereign court 
of the Quanfo Lew, at Cacho. 

In fmall controverfies of property, of grounds, houfes, debts, or the like, they pro- 
ceed thus : a man that has an action againft another gives his complaint in to ongfhaw, 
or the head of his aldea, who takes fome cognizance of the matter, and brings it be- 
fore the wean quan, head of twenty, thirty, or forty aldeas, or villages, where the 
plaintiff and defendant are heard, and then fentence is given. But if one of the parties 
be not content to (land to this award, he appeals to the foe quan, head of eighty, one 
hundred* or one hundred and fifty aldeas, where the matter is examined, with the 
fentence of the wean quan, who, as he finds caufe, pafles his fentence. And in cafe 
this does not fatisfy them, the fuit is brought before the provincial governor, Where' it 
receives its - finals determination, without further appealing, provided the matter is of 
no great importance, as I faid before ; but if the debt is confiderable, or the preten- 
fwns ampkv &c. they may appeal from the governor to ingahean, a court as is noteff 
above, Wjhich -the provincial governors have no jurifdiftidn over* * Ip this tribunal St 
tunovy of- the clafs of the firft literadoes* always"' prefides, and froip thence the fu|t 


to anbther, yet, if two different courts give the like^feRtence 
-then the court from which^d'app^.is'jiS^te'.^i^TOtpri- 
pUnilhment -'dtl-ftKe appelteifts, %e&, as’is or- 

"" 
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Criminal cafes, as theft, or the like matters, belong wholly to the gqyerRqrs 
province, who puniffi immediately fmall offences ; hut fuch aR deferve 
lentences are fent to the general, to have his content for the executiqn thereoC/ i^ i ; 

The quarrels of the great ones come generally to the cjjty of fcachqj ’-hut 
of all the courts, and the precife methods of procefs, I cannot exa&ly affirm. How# 
ever, 1 think they begin with the courts called Guan Key Dow, then an appeal lies^to 
Quan Gay Chue, and, in cafe of great moment„»petition being qaade tp the^generali 
- he remits the caufe at laft for a revife to Quan fo Lew, who hold their affize in the 
general’s palace. The perfons who compote this college are molt of them; old litera- 
does, reputed wife, and fuch as have been prefidents of the chief courts of judicature, 
and known, or at leaft fuppofed to be of great integrity and honefty, and exalted to 
he principal minifters and counfellors of date, on whofe care and prudence repotes the 
whole weight of the civil government and laws of the kingdom. 

Quarrels indifferently about ground, houfes, &c. in and about the pity, belong to 
the court called Quan fu Doven, where all fuch differences are decided ; but the party 
may appeal to Quan gnue Suo, and thus fucceflively to Quan fo Lew, by way of 
petition. 

Rebellion and confpiracy againft the general, &c. falls under the cognizance of the 
court of Quan fo Lew, and the governors of the city put their fentences or decrees in 
execution, who are as much a6 prefidents of life and death of the city and its jurildic- 
tion $ but more immediately appertain to them all caufes of murder, theft, and other 
like crimes, both to judge and punifh the offender without further appeal. 

They are the rebels that come before the general with a wifp of ftraw in their mouths, 
after they have made their peace and obtained pardon, to fhew that, by their difor- 
derly life, they have made themfelves equal to brute beafts j but not thofe guilty of 
murder, as Tavemiere is pleated to affert. 

The Chinefe laws are in ufe amongft them, which indeed may be confidered as 
their civil and written law ; but the temporal edicts, ftatutes, and conflitutions of their 
princes and chiefeft doctors, intermixed with their old cuftoms, are of greateft force, 
and, in a manner, the whole directory of the government, and the rule of the people’s 
obedience ; all yrhich are committed to writing, and digefted into feveral books, that 
make at prefent their body of law ; and, to give this people their due, they fhew much 
more good nature and honefty than the Chinefe, or Ariftotle himfelf, in that refpeft, 
where Doth their laws tolerate, nay, command the expofing of all maimed, deformed, 
and female children, which are maxims that thefe people abhor as unnatural and 
brutifh. 

With no lefs difdain they rejett that law of their neighbours which encourageth the 
moll execrable and abominable vice, not fit to be named. Queftionlcfs their primitive 
legiflators were wife and good-intentioned politicians but how commendable foever 
thofe inftitutions were, yet the mifery of human imperfections* degeneracy by length 
of time, multiplicity^ of lawyers, together with the daily increafe of other petty officers, 
have brought juftice now to that corruption, that for money moft crimes will be ab» 
folved, fince there are few of their judges but what are fubjeft to. bribes. 

Juftioe thusbetrayed and perverted, even by its officers, has brought the. country 
into much diforders, and the people under great oppreffions, fp as to beinvolyed into a 
thoufand miferips ; and woe be to a ftranger that falls into the labyrinthspf their jaws, 

/ ^pecially into the dutches of their cagpn-mandareens, to be judges or life particular 
affairs; for to them it commonly, happens in the like cafes that matters ere referred, 
aadihe muft look for nothing 4efs than the ruin of his purfe, and be glad. u he ejiotpea- 
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kithtmthfinjf bereaved of his fenfes too ; whereof I could alledge many examples of 
my own knowledge, to my woeful experience, were it to the purpofe. 

Having thus" amply fpoken of their laws and their manner of proceeding therein^ 
it rehuuns now to conftder the other ftate column as it (lands, at prefent, their policy, 
in, whichfs'very remarkable their great veneration for the family of their lawful Kings, 
whofe title, though an empty one, is ufed in all their writings. The Chovas are ex- 
ceedingly to be commended for their religious obferving their promiles to maintain 
both the royal (lock, and the laws and conftitutions of the land, and to innovate no- 
thing therein; though repugnant to the intereft of their ufurped power. 

To t his is owing chiefly that we fee the heir of the crown permitted to live after he 
is dripped of his rights and royal authority ; a thing, I believe, that has no where an 
example, and is not to be found in the fj.'cories of any other nations, and may found 
like a ftrange paradox in the ears of the politicians of other countries. Nor is it alto- 
gether the fear of China that ties the general’s hands fo as not to be able to inftigate 
him againft the King, nor ignorance of the power of thofe temptations which generally 
the luftre of a diadem infpires in the minds even of fuch as have no reafon to pretend 
to it ; nor are they ftrangers to the pra&ices of other oriental monarchs, who retain 
their pofleffions by what means foever they acquire them, though it be by the per- 
verfion of juftice and honefty, and the fubverfion and violation of all laws human and 


divine. 

But in truth, we may fay, thefe generals were moderate, and that of thofe qualities 
proper to tyrants, as ambition, covetoulnefs, and cruelty, this lad was never found 
predominant in them ; whereof their brothers, who are often entruded with important 
employs, as governors of provinces, the conduCt of armies, &c. are both convincing 
proofs and manifed arguments. They are, in fhort, too generous to follow the 
maxim of killing them for their own imaginary fecurity. 

One prince indeed I knew who was poifoned by order of his brother the general ; 
but the neceffity, if one may fo fay, was fo urgent, that there was no other way in 
that exigency to preferve his own life, as it will be noted in the next chapter. 

Their method of promoting fcholars to their feveral degrees, which I have already 
mentioned, is both regular and juft, and - a great encouragement to learning and the 1 
well-deferving therein. 

The often removing their mandareens from their government is good prudence, to 
prevent plots and confpiracies ; but as there is no government but what has its defeat 
as well as its perfection, fo this is not wanting in both qualities; and it is certainly a 
great weaknefs in their politics, as it is a needlefs charge to the public to maintain 
fuch a great army idle, as they do in time of peace, and mud needs be a mighty 
burthen to the commonalty, who feel the weight mod. 

The general is likewife (hort in not making timely provifion for the great numbers 
©Fhis people, fince thjjr daily increafe will make them too numerous and incapable 
of living together, therefore it would be a good expedient to-find fome outlet for thofe 
(uperfluous humours, for fear they might in time caufe fome violent convulfion in the 
ftate, which perhaps might irretrievably overturn it. The laft famine,- in particular, 
fwept away two-thirds of the inhabitants, who, if they had been employed againft the 
Cochin-Chinefe, or feme other hoftile countries, they might have deftroyed k with. 

their very hakds and teeth. t .*.? . 

The orer great confidence the general replies in the capons, as it is a mean thing* 
fo it is contrary to good policy to tolerate fo much evil as they oecafiottin the date, 
for thefmalland unjuft benefits which he receives by their means* 
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The cuftomof felling moll offices indifferent^ to fijch as will pay . mill 
not regarding condition or capacity of perfons, Is. ■certainly 

bafenefs unbecoming the public, efpecially as to the officers of juii«^itul‘e j Tdtfjifshey 
buy their places dear, it is likely they will make the moll advantage :&'th«£ 

cxpence ©fright and judice. V *•. 

Their militia, as it is alfo much more numerous than is required in a defen five war 
(which is a conduct that for feveral years they have thought it their intereft/to ? qbTerve.), 
or befitting peaceable times, fo it may prove of dangerous confequence if they Ihould ■ 
bevti^ublelottie. Some years ago thefe foldiers mutinied, and had they then found 
one to head them, it would have gone very hard with the general, who perhaps 
niight have experienced frogi them fome fuch infolences and devaluations as feveral 
Roman emperors met with from their prcu^ns, and the Turks from their janilfaries. 
He doth well to (hift them from place to pi£ce, and change often their commanders, 
and to keep them in continual labour and action. But the worlt of all is, that the 
captains of his militia are eunuchs, who, generally, are cowardly fellows ; and it is 
thought their bufinefs has been the grand caufe of the many overthrows this nation has 
received of the Cochin-Chinefe, and will be, as long as they are thus employed, al- 
ways a hindrance in the conqueft of that fpot of ground which, in comparifon of 
them, contains but a handful of men. 

They trull more to their infantry than to their cavalry or elephants, by reafon the 
country is low, fwampy, and full of rivers and brooks, which renders them of i'mall 
fervice. 

Their foldiers are good markfmen, and in that, I believe, inferior to few,, and fur- 
paffing mod nations in dexterity of handling and quicknefs of firing their mufkets. 

Firelocks are not in ufe amongll them, but the bow is mightily in falhion, in which 
they are expert to admiration. 

In fine, they foon learn their exercife of arms, and are good proficients therein ; 
but to mount the great horfe is no more with them than the getting allride on a corn* 
mon bead, which this country produces for the mod part final!, yet very lively. 

Their elephants are trained up for war, and emboldened againd fome fort of fire- 
works and the noife of guns, as far as the nature of the creature is capable of. As 
for artificial fire-works, they are rather ignorant than Ikilful therein. 

Their finances, or invention to bring in money to the general’s coffers, over and 
above his annual revenue, are, — by falc of mod offices in the'kingdom j by the fines 
impeded on mandareens and tranfgrelfors ; the tenths of ail contrabands ; confiderable 
lhares out of the edates of dcceafed mandareens : but he is heir-general of the eunuchs, 
or capons, and has in a manner all they leave : add to this his accidental revenue, 
which comes in by drangers, merchants, &c. (which is more or lefs, according as 
Ihips and veffels come to trade in this partj ; the poll or head money ; excifes on pro- 
vifidns, and impofitions on inland merchants’ commodities, &c. ; fo that: the general’s 
r^tfenues mud needs amount to a very confiderable furri. But trace this money, for 
the mod part, is taken from one to feed the other, the public wealth is' nothing bet- 
tered thereby, ! but rather the worfe, forafmuch as it is the fweat and blood of the inr 
dudrious, which the lazy and idle often fpend mod prodigally and profufely ; alfo for 
that the oppreffive taxes do not furceafe thereby ; which (together with their proceed- 
ings in matters of commerce, which they holu in fcornas much as they defpife the 
traders, neglecting the great convenience they have thereby to render their country 
rich and flourilhing, which is the ftudy of all well-governed nations throughout the 
world) renders them in the main but a poor and miferable people. 
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-I have noted this more particularly in the chapter treating. about the trade, &c. of 
dje kingdom; fci‘. referring thereto, I (hall proceed next to give fome account of the 
gefietal and his' grandees and court, 

CH AP, XII. — Of the General of Tonqucen , his Family, Officers, and Court. 

BY ,'what hath been faid in the foregoing chapter, it may cafily be * underflood how 
far the authority of the Bova of Tonqueen extends, and that the general has really the 
helm in hand ; let us then con fid er him as the fpirit.and life of this (late. His power 
is, like that of mod* eaftern Kings, monarchical in exccfs, yet not fo tyrannical as 
many of them, fince they ever had their laws and old cuftoms in great veneration, and 
comported their aftionH agreeable thereto. 

The prelent general is the fourth of the houfe of Tring, in ^ direft line, that has, 
as one may fay, (waved the feeptre over this people. I lls family was clhbliffied in 
the government as foon as Mack the ufnrpcr was lupprdfed, and then laid the found- 
ation of their prefent greatnefs. He is aged fifty-three years, and is a (harp fubtile 
politician, but of an infirm conftitution. lie fucceedcd his father in the year 1682, 
with whom he reigned jointly feveral years. He had three Ions and as many daughters 
by fundry concubines, but his eHeft and youngeft fons dying, the feeond, jult on his 
grandfather’s decc-afe, fell mad or diftra&ed, but is now recovered, and has the title 
of Chu-ta, that is, young general (the ufual title of the elded furviving fon), who keeps 
his court feparate, and aimed as magnificent as his father, has his mandareens, fer- 
vants, and officers of the dime denomination, only that in precedency they give place 
to thofe of the father ; but as foon as the prince fuccecds the general, then his fervants 
take place of the others, very few excepted, who often, for their wifdom and expe- 
rience, keep their former dations. 

If the general marries, which feldom happens but in their latter years, when there 
are little hopes of ifluc by the perfon, this lady, as wife, is chief of all his women, and 
has the name and title of Mother of the Land, becaufe of her extraction, which is al- 
ways royal ; but concubines he takes early, and fometimes before eighteen ; the 
number not limited ; fometimes three hundred, often five hundred and more, if he 
pleads ; for it is an honour to excel therein ; and in the choice of them their beauty 
is not fo much regarded as their art and (kill in finging and dancing, and playing on 
a mufical indrutnent, and to have the wit to divert the general with diverfily of pieafing 
[ports. Of thefe, (he that proves mother of the (irlt fon is honoured, as foon as her 
Con is declared heir apparent, with the name and title of true and legitimate wife, and 
though not quite fo much refpe&ed, yet far better beloved than the former : the reft 
of the concubines that have children by him are called ducha, or excellent woman ; 
his male children, the eldeft excepted, are falutcd with the appellation duc-ang, i, e. 
excellent perfon, or man ; the daughters are called batua, which is as much as to 
fay princefs with us ; the like titles have his brothers and fillers, but not their chib; 
dren, nor his grand-children, except thofe defending from his eldeft fon. 

For his own children queftionlefs he provides well, but his fillers and brothers muft 
lie content with fuch revenues as he is pleafed to allow them out of the public, which 
decrcafes in their family as it declines and grows remote from his blood, To that thofe 
of the fourth and fifth defeent can expe<ft no fuch provifion. 

The prefent general has many brothers and fillers, but he is not over kind to them, 
which I take to proceed from his fufpicious te%er and weakly conftitution. . Mod of 
his predeceffoFs wcre otherwile inclined ; they admitted their brothers . to 'public affairs, 
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tions of the Quan fo Lew, or fupreme court (whofe feffions is in this palace) is pre- 
fented to him, to have his approbation thereon. .The Prince likewife has his folicitors 
near the general (for he himfelf comes hardly once in a moon to court ), who gives him 
notice of all that pafles, that he may regulate his proceedings accordingly. No bufinefs 
of requefts or petitions Hide in this court except it be greafed with prefents and gifts 
anfwerable to the import of affairs. 

It is a goodly fight to fee fuch a crowd of lords, and how every thing is carried here 
with that decency and decorum that ftrikes an awe in every beholder, and would 
have really much majefty in it, if they would difpenfe with or .abrogate that flavilh 
cuftom of going barefoot. The general indulges his mandareens much, treating them 
with refped and tendemefs ?s to their lives, which are feldom in danger, but for treafon : 
for other offences they are fined or difgraced, by being turned out of employ, or ba- 
niffied the court. * 

When any mandareen intercedes for their friends or kindred that have offended, 
they come covered before the general ; then putting off their caps, they fombey 
four times,' a way of reverence or rather adoration, which confifts in falling firft on 
their knees, then touching the ground with their bodies, after the Chinefe mode, they 
requeft his highnefs to pardon the crime, and impute the fault to the interceflor, who is 
ready by the (ign of (landing bare, which on fuch like occafions intimates the condition 
of a criminal, to undergo fuch punifhment as the Prince (hall pleafe to infiid on him. 

About 8 o’clock the general withdraws from the audience palace, and the lords, &c. 
retire from court, all but the captain of the guards, with fome that have offices at court, 
who are capons, of which a great number being young, are menial fervants, who 
with the domeftic maids are only permitted to enter his privy apartments and feraglio of 
women and concuoines. 

Of thefe capons, a peft of mankind, the parafites, fycophants, and perverters of 
thefe Princes, there are no lefs than 4 or 500 belonging to the court, who are ufually 
fo proud, imperious and unreafonable, as makes them not lefs hateful and abhorred 
than feared by the whole nation ; however, the Prince confides mod in them, both for 
domeftic and ftate matters ; for after they have ferved 7 or 8 years in the inner court, 
thep are raifed gradually to puhlic admimftrations and dignities, fo as to be graced with 
the mod honourable titles of provincial governors, and military prefects ; while feveral 
of the more deferving, both of the military officers and the claffes of the literadoes, 
are neglected and fuffer for want. But it is certain, the general refpe&s his own pre- 
fent profit (whatfoever the confequence may be) in die advancing them, for when they 
dte, the riches they have accumulated by foul p radices, rapine and extortion, fall in a 
manner all to the general as next heir ; and though their parents are living, yet in regard 
they contributed nothing to their well being in the world, but to geld them, .to which 
they were prompted by great indigence, and hopes of court preferment, therefore they 
can pretend to no more than a few houfes and finall foots of ground, which alfo they 
ctanot enjoy but with the good liking and pleafure of the general. 

‘However, not tadetrad from truth, fome of thefe capons have been of extraordi- 
nary merit, and among them, more efpecially thefe three by name, Ong-Ja-Tu-Lea, 
Ong-Ja-Ta-Foe-Bay, and Ong-Ja-How-Foe-Tack ; thefe were indeed the delight of 
Tonqueen;*but they were fuch as loft their genitals by chance, having had them bit 
oft’ either by a hog or dog. Thefe fort of capons are by the fuperftitious Ton- 
queenefe, believed to be deftined to great preferments and eminence. 

# The laft of thefe is yet living, and at prefent governor of Hein, and the largeft pro- 
vince in the country, admiral of all the fea forces, and principal minifter. for. the 
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affaire of ftrangere ; a prudent captain, a wife governor, and an uncorrupted judge, 
which renders him admirable to thefe heathens, and a ftiame to rpany Chriftians, who, 
though they are bleft with the light of the gofpel, rarely arrive at that height of excel- 
lence, as to know how to be great, good, and poor at once. 

Remarkable is what they relate of Ong-Ja-Tu-Lea, famous for his fharp brain, and 
prodigious parts, and no lefs for his fudden rife, as ftrange and tragical fall j whofe 
niftory take as follows : — 

In the minority of the houfe of Tring (that is to fay, before it was firmly eftablilhed 
in the government,} the then reigning general having great neceflity for fomc able 
ftatefmen, on whom he might difburden fome part of his weighty affairs, and being 
afili&ed with continual perplexities on this head, he changed to dream that he fliould 
meet a man the next morning, whom he could trull and employ ; and as it happened, 
the firlt man that came to the court in the morning was this*Tu-Lea, who agreeing 
exadlly with the imaginary picture of his dream, both in proportion, ftature and 
phyfiognomy, the general conferred with him *, and after fome difcourfe found him 
of great ability', and exadlly acquainted with their arcana imperii ; whereupon he 
raifed him immediately, and in a little while augmented his authority fo greatly, that 
there was hardly any difference between the mailer and the fervant, but if any, Tu- 
Lea was more refpefted, courted and feared than the general himfelf. Whether this 
was the caufe of his difpleafure againft him, or that this mufhroom (raifed in a night), 
forgetting his obligation, prompted by ambitious ingratitude, and blinded by his 
overmuch profperity, did confpire really to deftroy his mailer, and to affume the 
place himfelf (as the common bruit was), or that this was merely a pretence to colour 
the general’s jealoufy of his overgrown greatnefs, I will not determine ; but to be brief, 
he was by the general’s order torn in pieces by four horfes, his body and difmembered 
limbs cut in pieces, and then burnt, and the alhes thrown into the river. 

Every year, about the latter end of our January, which falls out about their laft 
moon, all the mandareens, officers and military men are fwom to be faithful to the 
King and general, and that they fhall not conceal treafonable machinations againft 
their perfons, on forfeiture of their lives. The mandareens take the like oath of their 
wives, fervants and domellics. He that reveals high treafon, has at moft but thirty 
dollars, and a fmall employ for a reward, which is far IhoVt of our author’s multi- 
plication. 

They have annftal mtsllers for the levy of foldiers through the whole kingdom ; in 
which choice they greatly refpedt tfie tallnefs of perfons. Thofe of extraordinary 
height are allotted to be of thegeneral’s life guard, the others are dilpofed of according 
to occafions. 

AH thofe that have any degree in learning and handicrafts-men are exempt from 
this mufter. How they proceed with deferters I cannot affirm ; but am certain the 
Tonqueenefe know not what hanging means ; their way is to behead them ; only 
thofe of the royal blood are ftrangled. I mull needs fay they are neither cruel nor 
exquifite in thefe inventions. * 

As for ftrangers they employ none, thinking none fo wife as themfelves ; however, 
when I came from Siam, I was examined about the affairs of that kingdom and Cochin- 
China, and concerning my voyage in the Tonqueen fing-ja, and whether thofe boats 
might be able to traniport foldiers through the high feas ; to which I anfwered as I 
thought fit. Then I was queftioned how, if the general fliould give rile the command 
of two or three hundred foldiers to be employed againft Cochin-China ? To which I 
replied, I was by profeffion a merchant, confequently ignorant of martial affairs, and 
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therefore incapable of ferving his highnefs in that refpeft ; which cxcufc and refufal, 
though it ferved for that time, yet it operated againft me when I was accufed by 
the Chinefe. 

With the nobility of this country, as I have hinted elfewhere, and acquainted you 
that nobility only defeends to the poftcrity of the King and general, and that only to 
the third degree- ; but the reft as they obtained it by arms, learning, or money, fo it 
is but durante vi/a. By the firft means few are raifed, by the fecond feme, but the 
third is the true loadftonc which attracts molt favour. 

The general’s court ftands in Cacho, altnoft in the midft of the city : it is very fpacious 
and walled about ; within and without built full of low fmall houfes for the convcni- 
ency of the foldiers: withiy they are two ftories high moft open for air. The gates 
are large and (lately, all of iron work, as indeed the greateft part of the palace is. His 
own and women's apartments are (lately and coftly edifices, fet* forth with carved, 
gilded and lacquer work. In the firft plain of the court are the (tables for his biggeft 
ele phants and bell horles ; on the hinder part are many parks, groves, walks, harbours, 
lilh-ponds, and whatfoever elfe the country can alford for his pleafure or recreation, 
fmee he feldom (lirs out. 

CHAP. XIII. That there is no fitch Manner cf Coronation and Jnthronization of their 

Kings as is related by M. Taverniere. 

AS our author is moft erroneous throughout his book, fo this his thirteenth chapter 
is in a manner one entire error ; for how diligent foever I was to enquire of their 
learned men, and other perfons of quality, 1 could not find that they ufed the folem- 
nity of inthroning or coronation of their Kings, with fuch pomp and magnificence, or 
any thing like it, as he relates ; nay, fcarce that they obferve any ceremony at all. 

They told me that fuch external gallantries and all oftentations were contrary to 
their cuftoins and pra&ice : for when their King or general dies, all public (hews 
whatever that exprefs mirth or demonllrate any magnificence, or have any fign of 
glory, fo much as the wearing gold, filver, or gaudy cloaths, are not only forbidden 
throughout the whole kingdom, but reckoned very fcandalous to be ufed. Neither 
mull a courtier, during the time of his mourning for his Prince, appear in rich furni- 
ture himfelf, or in his horfe, elephants, palankeens, hammocks, &c. ; but the word, 
coarfeft, and meaneft habiliments they can invent are accounted the propereft, efpecially 
for the higheft dignified and neared of blood, with manyother nice obfervations whereof 
mbre amply in due place. 

All the ceremony they ufe on thefe occafions, confifts only to fombey, and prefent 
the Prince fo fucceeding, who entertains the complimentors of note with meat, yet 
not with the ufual court fplendor or merriment, by reafon of his mourning for his 
predeceffor. But was it ufual with them to advance their King (who at prefent has no 
intered in the date; with fo much grandeur and date to the throne, quedionlefs they 
would have fome degrees of honour likewife for the general when he affumes his 
dignity j fince his power and authority, though intruded, controls all, and that on all 
occafions he is iftoft refpefted and obferved. 

In 168 a, 'when I arrived here from Siam the old general was newly deceafed ? his 
heir made no noife at all when he (ucceeded ; nay he carried himfelf fo private therein, 
that none abroad heard of court matters, «or perceived th? lead alteration of govern- 
ment whatfoever •, neither would he receive the ufual honours from his own manda- 
reens, or admit drangers to audience, either to condole his forrows, or to congratulate 
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his advancement ; only their prefents were received. Thus, without any other form- 
ality, the general took pofleffion of his office ; and undoubtedly he would never 
condefcend the King fhould exceed him in that kind, not only becaufe he is to bear 
all fuch charges and expences, but alfo for fear the other ffiould increafe too much in 
reputation thereby. 

Our author then is to be admired for relating things both unknown and contrary 
to the cuftoms of this people : confidently affirming his brother was an eye witnefs of 
that ingenious invented romance, on this occafion : for what are they elfe than fables, 
to fay that, in this folemnity, all the artillery of the court walls were fired, when 
there is not fo much as a great gun upon the walls, nor ever was, by relation ; that all 
the foldiers were drawn thither from the frontiers, which js to open the gates of the 
kingdom to the Cochin-Chinefe, who are always upon the watch for fuch an opportu- 
nity, to incorporate with their dominion the two adjoining provinces, which were 
once ruled by the predecefibrs of their Chova ; that they fwear fidelity to the King, and 
that they will defend him and the country againft the Chinefe their inveterate enemies, 
when as we have recounted they are tributary to the Chinefe empire, now in pofleffion 
of the Tartars, whom they endeavour by all means imaginable not to offend, for fear 
of lofmg their country and freedom; that the King’s liberality extends that day to 
one million of panes or gold, which in filver amounts at lead to one hundred and 
fifty millions oi' crowns, a fum 1 am fure the whole kingdom can hardly muftcr up 
both in gold and filver, though he aims to perfuade the world that the King of 
Tonqueen poffeifes the riches of Crccfus ; that the King makes prefents of money to 
officers of unknown names, and officers never heard of in the country ; that he 
bellows fo many panes of gold and filver on the conftable, meaning thereby the 
general, from whom he receives all he has ; that the facrifices fhould be fo large as 
to contain that prodigious number of beads, whereby neceffarily the plough mud 
dand dill, and the people be content to fad the whole year as to flefh. 

After this epicurean banquet, together with what he mentions of the bonzes, fireworks, 
bird-nclls, colt’s fleffi, &c. impertinent contradictions and abfurdities, not worthy 
regard : I mud confefs he notes fome things and paffages here proper to Siam, and 
agreeable to the manners and conditutions of that people, fo that he is only mifkaken in 
the application. What is to be faid of the King’s going out I will note in the next 
chapter. 

The ladies of quality,, yffien they go abroad, are carried according to their fevcral 
degrees, either in clofc fedans or hammocks upon the fhoulders of men. Neither 
docs this nation keep their women fo drift from the fight of others, as the Moors aitd 
Chinefe do. 

The celebration of their nativity they obferve very punctually, from the Prince to 
the meaned, each to his ability and power, with feading, mufic and other padimes, 
fire works excepted ; in which they are very deficient, as I hinted before. They are 
alfo prefented on the faid occafions by their kindred, friends and dependants, who 
attend them to honour the folemnity. 

As to the King’s liberality, who lent his fon and fucceffor a donative of a thoufand 
panes of gold, intrinfic value, an hundred and fifty thoufand dollars,* and five hun- 
dred bars of filver, above feven thoufand dollars at once, it is altogether 'impoffible j 
becaufe the yearly revenue allowed him, comes to no more than eight thoufand dollars. 
He errs likewife in his multiplication, making thofe panes of gold and bars of filver 
to be only an hundred and twenty thoufand livres. 
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As to the King’s fucceflor, he himfelf is often ignorant which of his fons is to fucceed 
him, if he has more than one ; and if but one, it is not certain that he fhall be King 
after him, fince it lies in the general’s bread to name fuch an one as he likes belt, 
provided he be of the royal dock ; though he feldom puts by the next heir, unlefs it 
be for great reafons, and urgent political motives, &c. 

CHAP. XIV — Of the Ceremony of the King's blejfmg the Country , vulgarly amongfl them 
called Bova-dee-yavv, or, according to their Character^, Can-Ja. 

THE King feldom or never goes out to take his pleafure, but once a year he fhew s 
himfelf in public (not reckoning when he is carried by the general on particular 
occafions) on the folemnization of their grand ceremony, at the beginning of their 
new year, on a particular chofen day ; for they believe fome to be good, others better, 
fome indifferent, others bad ; whereof they are fo fuperditioufly obfervant as to under- 
take nothing of importance, without confulting firft mod ferioufly both their China 
almanacks and blind country diviners. 

The King, general, and Prince, with mod of the inandareens of the court, on this 
folemn occafion, go before break of day feverally to a place at the fouth end of the city 
purpofely built for this occafion, with three gates different from their other pagodas j 
neither are there any images in the houfe. Here they day without in fundry apart- 
ments till day light : the King in the mean time is to wadi his body, and put on new 
cloaths never worn before. 

About eight of the clock a piece of ordnance is fired ; on which fignal the general. 
Prince and Mandareens repair to the King, to do homage, though it extends as to the 
general and Prince, no further than a bare point of formality. This compliment paffes 
in filence, yet with much date and gravity on both fides : then immediately the fecond 
fignal of a gun is heard ; whereupon the King is accompanied to the gates of the faid 
houfe, which are all Ihut, whereat he knocks, and is by the door-keeper alked who 
he is. He anfwers, the King, and they let him in ; but none may enter with him, 
that being contrary to their fuperdidou. Thus he does three feveral times, till 
he comes into the houfe, where he falls to his devotion and fupplications, having 
kept a drift fad to his gods, after their mode ; which done, he feats himfelf in a gilt 
chair placed in the yard of the faid houfe ; and having paufed a little, a plough with a 
buffalo tied to it, in the fame manner as they ufe them for tffiing the ground, is pre- 
fented him, who holding it by the place ufually taken hold of when they work it, he 
bleffes the country, and teaches the people by this emblem, that none fhould be afhamed 
to be a hulbandman, and that the diligent, indudrious and provident, efpecially in 
the culture of the ground, may certainly expeft the enjoyment of their labour and 
pains. 

I an} informed by fome, that, at the fame time, the ceremony of the cups is ufed $ 
others again contradift that, and affirm it to be on the day of indalling the new King. 

Be it when it wifi, the manner is thus : on a bandefia or lacquered table dands feveral 
cups with prepared viftuals in them ; and among the reft there is one with boiled white 
rice, another with yellow rice, one with water, and one with herbs or greene : all thefe 
cups are neatly covered with fine paper, and with ftarch fattened thereon, fo that one 
cannot be known from another. One of thefe the King takes at adventure, which is 
•immediately opened, and if he lights on tire yellow rice, there is great rejoicing, becaufe 
• it portends (as they believe) plenty in the land ; if on the white rice, a good harveft; 
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if water, an indifferent year ; but the herbs or greens is extreme bad, denoting great 
mortality, famine and defolation ; and fo the reft of the cups every one hath its 
particular fignification and augury, according to what their idolatry and i'uperftition 
dictates. 

> With this ends this grand ceremony ; and the third gun being fired, the King mounts 
his open chair, covered with many umbrellas, and is carried on the Ihoulders of eight 
foldiers, as it were in proccffion, through feveral ftreets to his palace, accompanied 
by many literadoes in the China veils all on foot. He is likcwile attended by a 
handfome guard of .the general’s foldiers, fome elephants and horfes, under the 
noife of drums, timbrels, fealmay, copper bafons and hautboys, &c. ftandards and colours 
Hying. 

As he pafles along he demonftrates his liberality to the* poor fpeclators and aldea 
peopL-, by throwing calh or copper coin among!! them. A while after the King, the 
general follows riding on a (lately elephant, waited on by many Princes of his own, 
and royal family, with moll of the military officers and civil magiftrates of the king- 
dom, richly attired and guarded by a detachment of three or four thoufand horfe, and 
about an hundred or an hundered and fifty elephants with fumptuous furniture, and an 
infantry of no lefs than ten thoufand men, all fine and gallantly clothed with coats 
and caps made of European manufactures, fo that he far exceeds the King in pomp 
and magnificence. He comes a great part of the fame way the King did, till he arrives 
at the llreet that leads diredtly to his palace, where turning he leaves the other on his 
march. The Prince brings up the rear of this cavalcade ; he has half the train of his 
father, comes the fame way, but takes the neareft cut to his own palace. 

CHAP. XV. — Of the Theckydaw, or purging the Country from all malevolent Spirits. 

THE theckydaw is obferved commonly once every year, efpecially if there be a great 
mortality among!! the men, elephants or horfes of the general’s ftables, or the cattle of 
the country ; the caufc of which they attribute to the malicious fpirits of fuch men 
as have been put to death for treafon, rebellion, and confpiring the death of the King, 
general, or Princes, and in that revenge of the punifliment they have fuffered, they 
are bent to deftroy every thing and commit horrible violence. To prevent whiclx 
their fuperftition has fuggefted to them the inftitution of this theckydaw, as a proper 
mean to drive the devil ^way, and purge the country of evil fpirits. For the perform- 
ance of which the general confults and elefts a fit day, which commonly happens 
about the twenty-fifth of our February ; juft on the chaop’s re-affuming new life and 
vigour. When the needful orders are given for preparation, and that every thing 
is got in readinefs, then the general, with mod of the Princes and other qualified 
perfons of the land, repairs to the arfenal about eight o’clock in the morning of the 
day appointed ; he either rides on an elephant or horfe, or elfe in a palankeen upon 
wheels, which is pulhed forwards by lufty fellows kept for that purpofe, and lhadowed 
by many umbrellas. The guard that follows him is very numerpus, not lefs than 
fixteen or eighteen thoufand men, befides elephants and horfes, all fet forth to the 
beft advantage. The ftreets through which he paffes, are adorned with ftandards, 
pendants, and armed foldiers, to hinder thepeople from opening either doors or windows, 
for fear of finifter defigns and machinations, though ftrangers are fometimes permitted 
to fee this (lately proceffion, if they will reqyfl it. • 

Being arrived at the arfenal, the mandareens go to their feveral polls (which have 
been kept for them by their foldiers) on the fandy ifland near the faid arfenal, which is 

heaped 



baron’s description or 


Cg 6 

heaped up, and increafed yearly by the defcending waters from China, whofe. rapid 
and violent courfes do not only cat away much of the land in fome places, and cad 
it up again in others, but fpoil the river too : here, I fay, they build many flight 
houl'es with bamboos, and raife infinite tents to fhelter them from the injuries of rain 
and fun, and place their foldiers, foot, horfe, and elephants as it were in battle array, 
with flying colours, ftandards arid pendants, their ordnance placed on advantage, 
the boats of war along the bank in good podure, and every thing elle in the method 
of an cxaCt forfiiidable army, noble and glorious to behold ; and is indeed a (hew that 
would, above all others, fufficiently exprefs the power of the .kingdom, were but 
their courage proportionable to their conveniences, and their leaders men indeaJ of 
capons ; for the number of infantry prefent on that occafion cannot be lefs than eighty 
thoufand foldiers, well dilciplined, expert either for fword, pike, mulkct, aigenats, fV c . 
and the cavalry about* five thoufand, with rich furniture, arm -d bows, arrows, 
fwords and guns: then there are about two hundred and fifty <.•' q ants trained up 
for war, many of them fcarlefs of fire and the no if.' of guns, having on their back., 
a box or chair richly gilded and lacquered, and two men in them with a kind of 
carabines and lances; and there are not Ids than if. r e hundred pieces of artillery 
ranged in proper order : nor do the lords, manuareeus, commanders, fee. in their belt 
garb of fine fcarlet, with gold buckles on the bread, in manner as vv wear our loops, 
and a cap or the fin’d cloth on their heads, make the ieatl part of this glorious (hew. 
The folditfn. of the general’s life guar 's are flout lufiy fellows, fome of prodigious 
height, witft caps and coats of the fame fafhion and htbrick as tiiofeofthe tnanda- 
roens, the gold loops excepted, and the cloth not J'ogcther f'o fine. 'J i ° general’s ten 
horfes and lix elephants of date far onrfl .e the rdt in fplendour, their furniture 
being maffy gold and fcarlet, with an infinite .umber of flandards, flags, pendants, 
hautboys, drums, copper batons, and all other forts H warlike nuilic, anu galk....ry, 
ranged promifeuoufly ; and the whole being attended with a vaft concourfe of people, 
makes the ifland very glorious ana pleafant for that time. 

Every thing being thus ready, tltree blows on a large drum are heard, -keeping good 
lime between every llroke, which founds alrnoft like the difeharge of a (mail piece of 
ordnance : on this figiv.l the general con.es from the arfc-'al to the place, where the 
foldiers (land in order, and enters the houfe prepared for him. In a while after, three 
Gthc>- (Irokes are given on a great copper bafon or gong, in the fame manner as on 
the drum for diflance ot time ; the general beginneth then^tp offer meat offerings to 
the criminal devils and malevolent fpirits (lor it is ufual and cuflontary likewife amongfl 
them to lead the condemned befiue their execution), inviting them to eat and drink, 
when prefently he accufes them in a flrange language, by characters and ft ures, &c. 
of many offences and crimes committed by them, as to their having difquietcd the land, 
killed his elephants and horfes, &c., for all which they juftly deferve to he chaftifcd 
and banifhed the country. Whereupon three great guns are fired as the lad fignal ; 
upon which all the artillery and mufquets are difeharged, that, by their mod terrible 
noife the devils may be driven away ; and they are fo blind as to believe for certain, 
that they realty and effectually put them to flight. 

At -noon every one may feafl himfelf at his own colt, but the foldiers are fed with the 
offered meat. 

In the evening the general retires to his palace in the fame date with which he went 
forth, much glorying that he has vanq^lhed his enemies on fo eafy terms. 

The Bova or King never appeareth in this folemnity ; perhaps the general fufpefts 
that the foldiers, it they fhould be diffatisfied with him, might take the opportunity 
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revolt and confirnj the King the real and efifential' po^eV which at prefent refidea in 
him, and ’therefore finds it unfafe that the King fhould be then prejent ; but onjourr 
in the country, be they but for two or three days (if he makes any), and when he * 
to war, he never omits to carry the King along with him, not only to cloke all 
defigns with the royal name, but alfo to prevent||ny plots which in his abfence 
King might give into to his utter ruin, or by condcft^fion permh others to feize his r 
perlbft, whereby they would authorise their pretentions 'and gain fo much reputatio: 
might fubvert and Confound both the general’s greatnefs and government. 

They imagine our* way of firing great guns to complitnenr friends, or the fahm,. K 
therewith cad. other’s health, very ft range and barbarous, becaufe contrary to their 
cuftom,., fime they entertain only their enemies and the ‘malicious devils with fuch a 
noife as is related. 


(Ill Al*. XVI. — Of the Fuu.rah in general. 

TIIE Tonqueenefe as th >y have a great horror at death, fo the conceit they ua/e 
thereof is not lefs fuperltilious ; for tht y believe that only the fpirits of voung chil- 
dren arc Irani mi” rated into the bodies of other infants who are yet in the mother’s 
womb ; but all others come to be devils, or at leaf, fpirits that can do timer good or 
harm: and that they would wander up and down as poor vagabonds leady to periih 
for want and indigence if limy weie not aflifted Lr, their Jiving kindred, or if they did 
not ftoal and commit violence to fubfill ; fo that death, in their ellimation, is the 
ultimate and greateit milery that can u ' ! human nature. The, note with incredible 
care and exn chiefs, the time, hour. :rut day (all wh.eh are diking uifhed by fevo'-al par- 
tieu'ar names as, arms, cats, dog,, mice, be.), where'll a pary dies ; which it 
happen at the like tune u, which his father, mother, or near relations were born, it 
is reckoned very ominous ami bad for his heirs and fucccflors, who therefore permit 
■hot the corpfe to be interred till their conjurors and diviners advife them of a good 
and aufpi * >us (line for which they wait fometimes two or three years, fometimes lefs, 
as their critical rights and blind d-'Hors fliall dired them. The hpdy is coffined the 
meanwhile and kept in a particular place, and mufl ftand no other ways than on four 
flakes erected for that purpofe. 

This nicety is only obferved among the rich, but others who do not die in this fcruple, 
arc buried within ten or fifteen days : but the longer the corpfe is kept, the more 
expenfive it is, not only to the wife and children (who prefent him daily three tijnes 
with viduals, and keep always lamps and candles burning in the room, befides the 
offering of incenfe, perfumes/ and a quantity of gold and filver paper, fome made in 
thd fhape of gold and filver bars, others in the likonefs of horfes, elephants, tigers, 
fyc.), buPthe reft of the kindred and relations arc alfo obliged to contribute their feveral 
fliarus to (he genial feait, but nioft liberally at this time ; befides it is verj^toilfome 
and^a great deal of -trouble both to the children and all that are of kin, to rjifort fo 
often 'to the corpfe to felute and adore it, by proftrating themfelves four times on the 
ground;' and lamenting him three times a day at the hours of repaft, with endlefopther 
ceremonies too tedious here to relate. 1 

All that have means are very careful to provide their own coffin, when (hey are 
wall advanced in years in which (hey are juctraor dinaty choice, botfc as to the thick- 
nefs and gqodnefs of the wood, as well as^vorkmanihip, and «regaxd sto’gxpences to 
have it to their f * \ 
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** Thil aiftomww almoft wniverfel ; wefiftd it among the Greeks, th^ Remits, and 
almoft &U the peoplepf the Eaft. It ftttt obtains in Sym,in Babylonia, and in China. 
S& Auftin obfemrt* that hi his time in Afnejfcthey laid viftaals upon the tombs ofthe 
martyrs and in church-yards. The thing atfirft was done very innocently, but after- 
wards it. degenerated into an abufey .and the greateft Ihints ana moft zealous bifh®ps, 
as St. Auftin and St. Ambrofe, had much difficulty to fupprefs it. St. Monica being 
at Milan had a mind, according to cuflotn, to offer bread and wine to the memory 
of the martyrs ; but the porter would not open the door to her, becaufe St. Ambrofe 
had forbid him ; fhe therefore fubmitted with an humble obedienfie. 

** The repaft that was made in the houfe of the deceased among the Jews was alfo 
of two kinds. One was during the time that the mourning continued, and thefe repafts 
-were looked upon as unclean, becaufe thofe that partook of them were ufickan, as having 
adifted at the obfequies'of the dead perfon. 

“ Hofea fays, Their facrifices fhall be unto them as the bread of mourners ; all that 
eat thereof fhall be polluted. And in the form that the Ifraelites made ufe of, when 
they offered' their firft fruits, they addreffed themfelves thus to the Lord : O Lord, I 
have not . negle&ed thy ordinances ; l liave not ufed thefe things while I was in 
mourning ; Thave made no ufe of them at the funerals of the dead. God would not 
permit Ezekeal to mourn for his wife. Cover not thy lips and eat not-the bread oF men. 
And Jeremiah : Neither fhall men give them the, cup of confolation to drink for their 
father or for their mother. 

‘f The other repafts made ip the time of mourning, are thofe which were given, after 
the funeral. Jofephus relates that Archelaus created the. whole people in a magni- 
ficent manner, after he had completed the fever* days' mourning for the King his 
father. He there adds, that it was the cuftom of his . nation to make great feafts for 
the relations ; which could not be Hone without an injury to many families, which were 
not in a condition to fupport fuch large expences. Saint Pauline commends Pam- 
machius for having made a greatgfeaft for the poor in the baftlicon of St. Peter, on the 
day of the funeral of his wife Paulina.” 

CHAP. XVII. — Of the "Funeral Pomp of the Chova or General of Tonquecn. 

THE funeral obfequies of the chova or general of Tonqueen are performed with the 
fame pomp and magnificence as were uiually obferved at th’e burial of their former 
Kings, and in many refpeds exceed that of their .prefent King. As foon then as the 
general dies his fucceffors and courtiers endeavour, with all imaginable art,i to conceal 
his death for the fpace of three or four days j for fhoulff it prefentty be known abrbadj 
it would unavoidably put the country, efpecially the chief city of Gacho, in great 
teprdr and confternation, becaufe it has conftantly .happened at the deceafe of every 
oofrofil^Km (this laft excepted), that tbe ftate was difturbedwith broils, contentions, 
and cml wars, amongft the forming fons and brethren, who ftrive fof fuperiority .j 
whererM» it is no marvel, if in this cafe the people are affected . with their con- 
tention. ' .f: • .wiy*”-..' 

" The firft Ihing th^y do to their dead general is to waili bis toddy*' ahd %o put on him 
leven of b» bei^, eoafe, . and to prefent him with vi&uafei, with whfeb. be ;ts feif^ed jiii 
dbe^beff ma^ef poffitfe Then his fiiccefforand all tbfe Croces and I>ino<^<^fhe 
WoPd come to lament his depart ure,* p£i2fer4ing tbeaalelves five tiroes before him, 
. alking hup why he wonld leave eheia, and wjuq, he ,wamed, &c. 
Afte f-;fe |rifc.the manaareens moft in favour are permitted to perform their duty, but 
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fthelt* cteWmoBy^of condolance is returned^hem again, By.the Prince fbkce®#' and 
eldeft (bn, though they dare not to receive iti ; Incept tKofepetfo^ none are admitted 
-tofrave a fight of the defund ;»nay thofe related afar off cannot have this honour* 
After which -ceremony they. put 4 into his mbuth fmall piece* 1 of gold, filver, .and feed 
pearl. The corpfe is laid in a ftately coffin laquered over very thicfc, and of excellent, 
wood : at the bottom of which they drew powder of rice and carvances to prevent any. 
noifome fmell, over which they 1'pread fine quilts and carpets. The corpfe thus ferved 
is placed in another room; where lamps and candles are continually kept burning ; 
thither all his children, wiveh and neareft kindred repair three times a day, when the 
deceafed is prefenjed with victuals, namely in the morning between five and fix o’clock, 
twelve at noon, and five in the evening, and they pay their adoration to him. This .con- 
tinues all the time he is above ground. 

There is no fuch thing as embalming the body to lie in ftate fixty-five days, and 
liberty for the people to come and fee him, as our author pretends ; neither do the 
bonfes and poor partake of the victuals fet,before Kim; nor does the provincial governor 
receive any orders from court how long the country is to mourn, fince their cuftom 
directs them therein fufficiently, without fuch particular provifions. The whole 
country is obliged to mourn, as well for the general as King, the fpace-of twenty-four 
days; the Prince fucceflor, three years and three months, his other children and 
wives, three years ; the other near relations, one year ; and thofe further off, from 
five, and others but three months ; but all the great mandareens, three years equal with, 
the children. 

I cannot imagine in what part of the palace thofe towers he fpeaks of flood; or 
what became of thofe bells that never left tolling, from the general's expiring to the 
bringing of the corpfe into the galley, fince they were filent at the laft funeral pomp 
of the general in 1683. * 

When the needful preparations are ready, then the galleys appointed to tranfport 
and accompany the body, wait near the arfenal, whiefeis not diftant two days’, journey 
as he fays from the palace, but only fomething lefs than half an hour, whither the corpfe 
is conduced in the following manner: 

Several ^companies of foldiers, all in black, with their arms, being led by their 
refpe&ive captains, or mandareens, bring up the van Sf this, funeral pomp, marching 
on gravely and filently* then follow two fellows of gigantic figure, carrying a kind 
of partifans, with targets in their harfds, and a ma(k or vizard on their face, to'fcare 
the devil," and open the way for the hearfe to pafs ; next come the mufidans, writo 
their drums, hautboys; copper batons, &c. playing their mournful tunes, ^ which realty 
are very doleful. Next is carried the funeral elogium and titles, which aty thofe 
illuftrious than what he. had in his life time : and he is lliled, ’the incomparable great- 
rtefs, raoft precious and noble father of his country, of moft fplcndid feme, and the 
like; all %hich is embroidered in golden characters, on a piecd -of fine'fe|trlet, or 
crimfott dafellk, which is fixed on a frame of two or three fathqms high; and .^knoft 
orie fathom Wide, arid ereCted on h pedeftal ahd carried on the fhoulders of twenty ot? 
thftty feidiers of the life guard. * 4< - 

iAttyr^thfe theif idpl, or pagoda, take* place, carried in aftnall gilded houfe^lmt 
with 'gtpaf ' reverence ; then the two pennants, followed by the maufoleuitt, Jdr -ftatift 
cabin, ' itiphty gndbd and" curioUfly ctu*ved, wKerein is the general’s 
maufolerim defcfe febr ftand in a chariot, nor is it' drawn by eight ftra 
feiwkd, Ihd led by fo many captains of the life guard, ■ 

It is ararething to fee either deer or flag in this country) $ 'to# it; is «anfedfbh;*h® 
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A«^^^eipt*that k his time in Afti^ tkey laid, ▼i&flalij upon tke<pq*t>s pf jjp^- 
martyrs ap<Mh •ehurch-yards. The thing a* ‘ftrft was dou^ very innocently, feat after* 
war<fe|tiji&j^H^enated into^an atbufe^and tliegreateft faints and moft zealous bifhaps, 
as St. rAfcftiJi and St. Ambrofe, had much difficulty to fuppreffi it. ^ St. Monica bqjng 
at Milan had a mind, according to cuftom, to oner bread and wine to the memory 
of the martyrs’ j but the porter would not open the door to her, because St. Ambrofe 
had forbid him ; the therefore fubmitted with an humble obedieiifie. 

u The repaft that was made in the houfe of the deceafed among the Jews was alfo 
of fwo kinds. One was during the time that the mourning continued, and thefe repafls 
.were looked upon as unclean, becaufe thofe that partook of them were lyiclean, as having 
aflifted at the obfequies of the dead perfon. 

“ Hofea fays, Their facrifices fliall be unto them as the bread of mourners ; all that 
eat thereof lhall be polluted. And in the form that the Ifraelites made ufe of, when 
they offered' their firft fruits, they addreffed themfelves thus to the Lord : O Lord, I 
have not , negle&ed thy ordinances ; 1 have not ufed thefe things while I was in 
mourning ; Thave made no ufe of them at the funerals of the dead. God would not 
permit Ezekealto mourn for his wife. Cover not thy lips and eat not die bread of men. 
And Jeremiah : Neither fliall men give them the cup of confolation to drink for their 
father or for their mother. 

‘f The other repafls made in the time of mourning, are thofe which were given after 
the funeral. Jofephus relates that Archclaus treated the, whole people in a magni- 
ficent manner, after he had completed the feven days’ mourning for the King his 
father. He there adds, that it was the cuftqra of his. nation to make great feafts for 
the relations ; which could not be done without an injury to many faibilies, which were 
not in a condition to fupport fuch large cxpences. Saint Pauline commends Pam- 
machius for having made a greatjfeaft for the poor in the bafllicon of St. Peter, on the 
day of the funeral of his wife Paulina.!’ 

CHAP. XVII. — Of the Funeral Pomp of the Chtma or General of Tonquccn. 

THE funeral obfequies of the chova or general of Tonqueen are performed with the 
fame pomp and magnificence as were ufually obferved at the burial of their former 
Kings, and in many refpects exceed that of their prefent King. As foon then as the 
general dies his fucceffors and courtiers endeavour, with all imaginable art,' to conceal 
his death for the fpace of three or four days ; for fhoultf it prefently be known abroad, 
it would unavoidably put the country, efpecially the chief city of Gacho, in great 
terror and confternation, bccaufe it has conftantly happened at the deceafe of every 
one o^ t^em (thislaft excepted), that the ftate was difturbed with broils, contentions, 
and ciy|l wars, amongft the furviving fons and brethren, who ftrive for fuperiority j 
wherefore it is no marvel, if in this cafe the people are affe&ed with their con- 
tention. ■ * 

The firft thing they do to their dead general is to wafli his body,’ and to put on him 
feven of his beft Coats, and to prefent him with victuals, with which he is feryed in 
the beft manner poflible. Then his fuccefor and all the Princes and Princeffes of the 
blood come to lament his departure, proftrating themfelves five times before him, 
weeping aloud, alking him why he would leavq them, and what he wanted* &c. 
After tfifem. the mandareens moft in favour are permitted to perform their duty, but 
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bet* d|i Prince facceff# and 
dfeft'&n, Aaiixpnfety tewm-i* mttfo&tiste*®* ;^£tjrfi*,moi» aWidtskM 
^mve a fight fcf the ddftn& ■ tetve this htmbu&v.' 
After which *cfcran©rty tbey^t'into hfe feed 

pearl* The corpfe is laidin a iktely coffin latjfuer^ 4 ;<iver very tMdfe,. and of excellent, 
wood : at the bottom of which they itrew powder of rice and carvances to prevent any* 
noilome finell, over which they ipread fine quilts and carpets. The corpfe thus ferved 
is placed in another room, where lamps and candles are continually kept burning : 
thither all his children, wivefc and neared: kindred repair three times a day, when the 
deceafed is pretended with victuals, namely in the morning between five and fix o’clock, 
twelve at noon, and five in the evening, and they pay their adoration to him. This con- 
tinues all the time he is above ground. 

There is no luch thing as embalming the body to lie in flate fixty-five days, and 
liberty for the people to come and fee him, as our author pretends ; neither do the 
bonfes and poor partake of the victuals fet.be fore Him ; nor does the provincial governor 
receive any orders from court how long the country is to mourn, fince their cuftom 
dire&s them therein fufficiently, without fuch particular provifions. The whole 
country is obliged to mourn, as well for the general as King, the fpace of twenty-four 
« days; the Prince fucceffor, three years and three months, his other children and 
wives, three years ; the other near relations, one year ; and thofe further oft', from 
five, and others but three months ; but all the great mandareens, three years equal with 
the children. 

I cannot imagine in what part of the palace thofe towers he fpeaks of flood, or 
what became of thofe bells that never left tolling, from the general’s expiring to the 
bringing of the corple into the galley, fince they were filent at the laft funeral pomp 
of the general in 1683. * 

When the needful preparations are ready, then the galleys appointed to tranfport 
and accompany the body, wait near the arfenal, which is n °t diftant two days* journey 
as he fays from the palace, but only fomething lefs than half an hour, whither the corpfe 
is conducted in the following manner: 

S e vend # co tn panics of foldiers, all in black, with their arms, being led by their 
rcfpc&ive captains, or mandareens, bring up the van < 5 f this, funeral pomp, marching 
on gravely and lilently^ then follow two fellows of gigantic flatu re, carrying a kind 
of partifans, with targets in their hands, and a mafk or vizard on their face, to fcare 
the devil, and open the way for the hearfe to pafs ; next come the muficiatis, with 
their drums, hautboys, copper bafons, &c. playing their mournful tunes, which, really 
are very doleful. Next is carried the funeral elogium and titles, which are more 
illuftrious than what he had in his life time : and he is ftiled, the incomparable great- 
nefs, moll precious and noble father of his country, of snofl fplendid fame, and the 
like; all which is embroidered in golden characters, on a piecd of fine fe^rlet, or 
crimfon damafk, which is fixed on a frame of two or three fathqms high; and almoft 
one fathom wide, and eroded on 4 pedcflal and carried on the fhoulders of twenty or 
thirty foldiers of the life guard. 

After this their idol, or pagoda, takes place, carried in a fniall gilded houfe, but 
with great reverence ; then the two pennants, followed by the maul'oleum; dr ftate 
. cabin, richly gilded and curioufly carved, wherein is the general’s cprpfe. Tftef&id 
maufoleum doth not Hand in a chariot, nor is it drawn by eight flags trained 16 ‘ that 
fervice, and led by fo many captains of the life guard, as related by our' author (for 
k is a rafe thing to fee either deer or flag in this country ) ; but it is carried* bn the 
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fhoulders of a hundred or a hundred and fifty foldiers, in good order and grea#' 
filence, ■with many *?ans and umbrellas round about it, as well to fhade it as for 
ftate. * 

Juft behind the hearfe comes the eldeft fon and fucceffor, with his brothers, all clad 
with coats, made of refufe filk, not unlike our fackcloth, of a brown colour, tied with 
cords to their bodies ; their caps are of the fame, and faftened in like manner ; they all 
have fticks in their hands, and only the eldeft has ftraw (hoes. Thefe are immediately 
followed by the deceafed’s wives, concubines, and daughters^ under a curtain or 
pavillion of white calico, very coarfe, their garb of the fame fluff, howling and lament- 
ing. Behind thefe come the fervants of the inner court, both damfels and young 
capadoes > as the front, fo the rear and flanks are guarded by armed foldiers, under 
their feveral commanders, fo that in this funeral pomp, neither elephants, horfes, nor 
chariots appear, as he relates, unlefs thofe of paper and painted wood, whereof great 
quantities accompany the interment to be burnt at the grave. 

Being arrived at the galleys, in one of them, which is all black, laquered plain, and 
without any ornament of carved and gilded work, the corpfe is placed : the reft of 
the galleys that attend the folemnity are but ordinary, fifty or fixty in number. Thus 
they fet forth from • Cacho for Tingeva, the aldea and birth place of his anceftors, a 
journey of five or fix days at leaft, as they make it ; for the galley the corpfe is in is 
towed leifurely by five or fix others, and niuft ufe neither oars, nor make the leaft 
noife by drums or mufic, for fear of difturbing the dead. The other galleys are alfo 
to keep as much filence as may be. By the way they flop at certain places in each 
province appropriated by the faid governors to facrifice ; for which fervice they prepare 
large provisions of cows, buffaloes, hogs, &c. The new general however very often 
flays at home, and feldom permits any of his brothers to go for fear of plots, and in- 
npvation, but his fillers are commanded to attend the funeral. The ordering the 
whole folemnity is intruded to the care and folemnity of for.ie great favourite. 

When they arrive at the intended aldea, there is more than a little to do with their 
obfequies and ceremonies, according to their rites ; the particular place where he is 
buried few know precifely, and thofe are fwom to fecrecy ; and this not |pr fear of 
lofing the treafure that is interred with him, as M. Taverniere fancies, (for there is 
none but what is put into their mouths as 1 mentioned before), but out of fuperftitious 
motives as well as ftate jealoufy ; for as they believe they fha*l be happy and great if 
they meet with a good favourable fepulchre for their relations, fo the general is always 
fearful that the place where his predeceffor refts being known to their enemies, it would 
depend on their malicious power to ruin his family, only by taking out his anceftors’ 
bones and interring thofe of their own family in their place. Indeed we have many 
examples in this country of fuch fools as thought to make way for their exaltation, 
by thus tranfplacing the bortes of the dead men ; but as many as have attempted it 
have fuffered for their foolilh prefumption. 

AS to thofe lords and ladies that, according to him, will needs be burled alive with 
the King or general, it is a thing fo contrary . to their cuftoms, as well as repugnant 
to their natures, fhat I verily believe if they thought we had fuch an opinion of them, 
they would tfeat us as brutes and favages* Nor do I know of any city and its fair 
caftle, in the whole kingdom of Tonqueen, that is called Bodligo > but indeed thofe 
banks of the river oppofite to the* city of Cacho are called Bode ; but however there is 
neither King’s houfe, palace, or caftle, on or near the fame. 

But ^rema ins to fpeak fomething of their third annual facrifices and feaft, for the 
which happens about three months before the mourning expires. The 
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'-.celebration whereof extends not only to his family, but all the mandareens that hold 
any office muft appear at this grand Iblemnity, to pay their offerings in token of their 
gratitude to the deceafed benefactor and common father. 

The manner is thus : juft before the arfenal on the fandy ifland, there are built of 
bamboos and flight timber many large and fpacious houfes, after the manner of their 
palaces, with wide yards and open courts, wrought moft curioufly with bafket- 
work, &c. The apartments thereof, efpecially that where the altar ftands, are richly 
hung with gold and filver cloth ; the ports and ftands are either covered with the fame 
or with fine fcarlet, •or other European manufactures ; the roof is canopied with filk 
darnafk, and the floor is covered with mats and carpets. The altar itfelf is moft cu- 
rioufly carved, lacquered, and fplendidly daubed with gold, to profufion of coft, labour, 
and diligence. And as this is the general and his family's fliare, fo the mandareens of 
quality according to their abilities, ftrivc to outdo each other i*n their funeral piles, as 
I may call them, which are placed round about the former work, in good order and 
at an equal diftance and height, and of a like falhion, either four, fix, or eight feet 
fquare, about fifteen or twenty feet diameter, refembling much our large lanterns, 
open all fides, with {flutters within, the banifters and rails very neatly fet forth with 
rich painted, carved, and lacquered work, and hangings of coftly filk and good pieces 
of broad cloth ; the ftrufture itfelf of flight timber and boards : the great manda- 
reens each build two of thefe ; the others, one a piece ; fo that this barren place is 
covered in lefs than the fpace of fifteen days, with all this finery which makes it re- 
femble another city, or an Antiochian-like camp : in which interim the w'hole country 
flocks thither to fee this goodly and pompous erection ; and many ftrange beafts, as 
tigers, bears, baboons, monkeys, and what other wild creatures they can get, are 
brought thither from far places ; for which they have been fometimes diligently feek- 
ing perhaps days and years. From all which the people (who gather together in fuch 
prodigious crowds, as to give a great idea of the populoufnefs of the country), take 
occafion to admire the general’s grandeur, and live to his deceafed father. But for 
about three days before the time prefixed for this facrifice, no fpe&ators are fo much 
as to approach this place, becaufe then they are bufied in fetting the image of the 
defunft before the altar, richly habited with many coats, and to ferve it with victuals; 
and to prefent him with amber, pearl, and coral necklaces, gold and filver tankards, 
cups, bafons, tables, and in ftiort with all the finery and toys that he delighted in, 
and made ufe of in his life time ; and at the fame inftant they erett, in the court-yard 
w’here this altar ftands, a machine ; in the making whereof they had before employed- 
five or fix months, under the direction and overfight of three or four great manda- 
reens, refembling fomewhat the maufolcum which M. Taverniere describes, which 
they call -anja tangh. It is about three or four ftories or forty feet high, and about 
thirty feet long, and twenty broad, made of thin boards and flight timber, tojv? light 
and portable ; and the different parts of it are fo contrived as to take off and on ; the 
undermoft part ftands on four wheels, whereon the reft are placed one by one, by 
means and help of fuch inftruments and engines as our carpenters ufe to nrount their 
heavy timber. The pageant or fabric itfelf is mighty neat, handfome and glorious, 
adorned with carved, gilded, painted, and lacquered work, as rich and coftly as poillble 
can be made of that kind, with many pretty little inventions of galleries, balconies, 
windows, doors, porches, Sic. to adorn it the mpre. On this magnificent throne is 
placed another image of the dead general, in rich cloaths, which is afterwards burnt 
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Matters being brought to this order, the general and his family repair thither early 
in the morning of die laft three forementioned days, the ways being lined with foldiera, 
and he attended byriis life guard, followed by mandareens and grandees, where moft 
of the day is fpent in tears, mourning and lamentations, fombeys, facrifices and offer- 
ings for his father ; bur, in the evening, the offered viands and other victims are divided 
atnongft the afliftants and foldiers. 

Of the wild and favage creatures fome arc drowned, to fend their ghofts to the de- 
ceafcd Prince, to be at his devotion in the other world, and others are given away. 

About ten o’clock an infinite number of images of all forts e,f fowls, horfes and 
elephants, in paper work, &c. are burnt in the open court, juft before the machine or 
maufoleuin, where likewife.the general, with his relations and mandareens, fombeys 
to the image of his predeceffor therein ; their magicians Thay, Phou, Thivee, all the 
while finging, reading,' jumping, and playing fo many antick tricks, and making fuch 
terrible poftures, as would fcare fome, and perfuade others they were either really 
demoniacal, or at leaft poffeffed with madnefs. About three hours after midnight 
fire is fet to all this finery, the general, &c. retiring, taking along with him the pearls, 
amber, gold, and filver that was on the altar, (which are referved for the fervice of 
the defund in a peculiar place of his palace). The mandareens alfo fend to their 
houfes again whatfoever gold, filver, &c. they brought thither, leaving the reft to be 
confumed by the flames ; and its allies the wind fcatters where it pleafes, fo that but 
very little, if any, comes where it was defigned. 

CHAP. XVIII. — Of the Setts, Idols, Worfhip, Superjlition , and Pagodas or Temples 

of the Tonquccnefc. 

THOUGH there are many feds atnongft this people, yet only two arc chiefly followed. 
Thefirftis that of Congfutu, as the Chinefe call him, (the Tonqueenefe, Ong-Congtu, 
and the Europeans, Confucius), the ancienteft of the Chinefe pbilofophers. This man 
they efteemed holy ; and, for wildom, he is reputed not only amongft them and the 
Chinefe, but the Japaticfe too, the Solomon of all mortals ; without fome profi- 
ciency in whofe learning, none can attain any degree in their civil governmept, or be 
any ways allowed to know matters of importance ; though the truth thereof, and 
very quinteffencc of his dodrine, is nothing elfe but what we call moral philofophy, 
and con fills in the following pofition : “ That every one ought *to know and perfed 
hinjfelf, and then by his good and virtuous example, bring others to the fame degree 
of goodnefs, fo as they jointly may attain the fuprerne good ; that it is, therefore, necef- 
fary to apply themfelves to the lludy of philofophy, without which none can have a 
proper infight or infpedion of things, and be able to know what is to be fallowed or 
avoided, nor redify their defires according to reafon with other .the like precepts, 
wherein confifts the Chinefe dodrine and wifdom. 

But his difciples, building on his principles, have extraded therefrom many rules 
and precepts, which Toon after became the main fubjed of their fuperftition and reli- 
gion. They acknowledge one fuprerne Deity, and that all terreftrial things are direded, 
governed, and pfeferved by him : that the world was eternal, without cither beginning 
or creator. They rejed the wor/hip of images; they venerate and pay a kind of 
adoration to fpirits. They exped rewards for good deeds, and punifliment for evjl. 
believe, in a manner, the immortality of the foul, and pray for the dcceafed. 

gy.of them alfo believe that the fouls of the juft live after feparation from the body; 

fpiffs of the wicked perilh as foori as they leave the body. They teach 

that 



THE KINGDOM 'OF TONQUEEN. j 0 £ 

that the air is full of malignant fpirits, which Is their dwelling-place; and that thofe 
fpirits are continually at variance with the living. They particularly recommend to 
their pupils to honour their deceafed friends and parents ; and do much concern them- 
felves in performing certain ceremonies thereunto belonging as 1 have mentioned 
already ; and hold feveral other things very rational, and in my opinion, in many 
things nothing at all inferior to either the ancient Greeks or Romans. Neither mult 
we think that the wifer and better fort amongft them are fo {hallow brained, as to 
believe the dead ftand in need of victuals, and that therefore they are fo ferved, as 
I have mentioned in its due place ; no, they know better, and tell us they do it for no 
other reafon, than to demonftrate their love and refpett to their deceafed parents ; 
and withal to teach their own children and friends thereby how to honour them when 
they lhall be no more. 

However, the vulgar fort, and thofe that carry their judgment in their eyes, credit 
that as well as many other impertinent impoflibilities of their luperflition. In fine, 
though this fee t hath no pagodas erected nor particular place appointed to worfhip the 
King o { Heaven in, or priefts to preach and propagate the laid doctrine, nor a due 
form, commanded or obferved, but it is left to every one’s diferetion to do as he 
pleafes in thefe refpe£ts, fo as he gives thereby no fcandal, yet it has their Kings, 
Princes, grandees, and the learned men of the kingdom for its followers. 

In former days the King of the land might only facrifice to the King of Heaven ; 
but fmee the general has ulurped the royal power, he has ad limed this fovercign pre- 
rogative, and performs the faid ceremony in his palace himfelf, in cafe of public cala- 
mity, as want of rain, famine, great mortality. See. befalling the kingdom, which no 
other may do on peril of their lives. 

The fecond feet is called Boot, which fignifics the worfhip of idols or images, and is 
generally followed by the ignorant, vulgar, and fimple fort of people, and more elpe- 
cially the women and capadoes, the moft conftant adherers thereunto. Their tenets 
are to worfhip images devoutly, to believe tranfmigration; They offer to the devil 
that he may not hurt them. They believe a certain Deity coming from three united 
gods. They impofc a cloifter and retired life, and think their works can be merito- 
rious, and that the wicked fuffer torments, together with many foolifh fupcrftitious 
niceties to idle to repeat : however they have no prieft, any more than the former 
feet, to preach and propagate their doctrine ; all they have are their fayes, or bronzes, 
as M. Tavemiere calls them (which by miftake he terms priefts) which are a kind of 
friars or monks. They have fomenuns alfo, whole dwellings are about and fometimes 
in their pagodas, who moft commonly are invited to celebrate their funerals with their 
drums, trumpets, and other mufic : they fubfifl for the moft part by alms, and the 
charity of the people. In brief, this is that feet that has fpread its fopperies and im- 
pertinences very far ; and, in effect, with its fchifin and impoiture has overfpread, in 
part or whole, moft of the Eaftera countries, as this of Tonqueen, China, Japan, Correa 
Formofa, Cambodia, Siam, the Gentoos of coaft Connai.del jnd Bengal, Ceylon, 
Indoftan, &c. From one of thefe two lafl places it was firft brought into China on 
the following occafion. * 

One of the Chinefe Emperors coming to the knowledge o c a famous law tha*t was 
taught in the weft, which was very efficacious for inftru&ing and conducting mankind 
to wifdom and virtue, and that the doctors and-expounders thereof.were perfons ex- 
tremely celebrated for their exemplary lives, and ftupendous and miraculous actions, 
&c. he therefore difpatched feveral fages to find out this law, and bring it tq.jChina. 
Thefe ambaffadors, after they had travelled, or rather erred, to and tro, the^acc of 
vol. ix. 4 x almoft. 
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almofl three years, arrived either in Indoftan or Malabar, where, finding this fed of 
Boots very rife, an<j|$*f mighty veneration, and being deceived 1 by the devil, and weary 
of travelling any further, they thought they had found what they fought for ; and fo, 
without more ado, they got feventy-two books of thofe falfe tales of the natives, with 
fonte able interpreters, and returned to China, where the Emperor received them molt 
kindly and joyfully, and ordered direftiy that the faid feet Humid- be publicly taught 
throughout all his dominions ; in which milerable blindnefs they have ever lince 
continued. 

I cannot help. making an obfervation in this place, for the hortour of the C.hriftian 
religion ; and that is, that, in all appearance, this new law, which the Chinele Em- 
peror at that time had heard of, could be no other than the lirlt promulgation of the 
gofpel in and about Judea ; and its being- then preached to Jews as well as Gentiles 
by the holy apofUes, wliich was attended with fo many miracles, that it was no wonder 
the fame thereof l'houkl extend to the re mo tell regions, and reach the ears of the 
Chinefe Emperor : and this is Hill the more probable, becaufe, by the ncarefl calcu- 
lation that can be made, the time which the Emperor of China is recorded to have 
heard of the publication of this new doftrino, agrees punctually with that of the ap- 
pearance of our Saviour and the preaching of the apoltlcs. And^had the fages fent by 
that Emperor proceeded as they ought, not only the great empire of China, but all 
the vaft territories adjacent, that now lie immerfed in paganifm and the dregs of fu per- 
dition, might have been converted, and brought to the glorious light of Chriftianity. 

Some other lefts, as that of Lanzo, are but flenderly followed, as is faid before, 
though their magicians and necromancers, as Thay-Boo, Thay-Boo-Twe, Thay-de- 
Eie, are the profelytes and followers thereof, and in great efteem with the Princes, 
and relpefted by the vulgar, fo that they arc confulted by both in their mod weighty 
occafions ; and they receive their opinions and falfe predictions as very oracles, be- 
lieving they /peak by divine infpiration, and have the pre-knowledge of future events; 
wherefore it is not probable that they were of this fort that were fent to the frontiers for 
foldiers, as M. Taverniere has it. 

I know indeed that the general rummages fometimes a certain fort of vagabonds that 
haunt every corner of the kingdom, pretending to be conjurors and fortune-tellers, 
cheating and mi/leading thereby the Jimple and ignorant people, and infefting them 
with notions contrary to the belief of the fefts publicly toleratj^: but as the Ton- 
queenefc arc really very credulous, and ready to embrace almorc every new opinion 
they; meet withal, lb are they not lefs tenacious in retaining any notions which they arc 
in polli (lion of, and obferve carefully times and fcafons as good and bad, in which 
they will not undertake any voyage or journey, nor build houfes, cultivate grounds, 
nof bargain for any thing confiderable ; nor even will they attempt, on ominous days, 
to cure their tick, bury their dead, nor in a manner tranfaft any thing without the 
advice of their fbothfayers and blind wizards, who are principally divided into three 
claffes ; that is, thofe who are followers of Thay-Boo, or Thay-Boo-Twe, or Thay-dc- 
Lic, and have not the Laft fenfe of their being mofl grofsly cheated and deluded by 
the fallacious pretentions of thofe impudent fellows, who live wholly by felling their 
directions to thpm at excefTive rates, as the molt defirable and current merchandize. 
And firce thefe pretended conjurors are fo much obferved and venerated by the de- 
luded people, 1 v^ill defeend to the particular functions of every one of them, and 
fpeak firit of Thay-Boo and his clafs. 

Thefii pretend to declare all fuch future events as concern marriages, building of 
houfedBM, in general, pretend to furetel the fuccefs of any bufincls of confequence. 
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All that come to him, or thofe of his clafs, are -kindly ufed for their money, and re- 
eeive for anfwers what Ifc fuppofed will fatisfy them beft, but alqj||s fo ambiguous, as 
will bear a double and doubtful interpretation. The magicians of this tribe are <s ic- 
rally blind, either born fo, or come to be fo by fome accident or other. Before they 
pronounce their fentence on the propofed queftion, they take three pieces of copper 
coin, infcribed with characters, which they throw on the ground feverai times and 
feel what fide of it falls uppermoft ; then prating and mumbling fome ftrange kind of 
words to themfelves, they deliver the refult of the conjuration. 

Secondly, Thay-Boo-Twe, to whom they refort in all diftempers. This clafs of 
pretended magicians have their books, by which they pretend to find out the caufe 
and refult of all ficknefs ; and never mifs to tell the fick party that his diflemper pro- 
ceeds from the devil, or fome water gods, and pretend to cure it by the noife of 
drums, bafons, and trumpets. The conjuror of this tribe is* habited very antickly, 
and lings very loud, and makes hideous noifes, pronouncing many execrations and 
blafphcmous words, founding continually a fmall bell, which he holds in his hand, 
jumping and flapping as if the devil were really in him ; and all this while there is 
itore of vi&uals prepared for an olfering to the devil, but it is eaten by himfelf ; and 
lie will continue this fport fometimes for feverai days, till the patient be either dead or 
recovered, and then he can give an anfwcr with fome certainty. 

It belongs to them to difpofiefs fuch as are pofiefied by the devil, which is the ulti- 
mate of their conjuration, and is commonly effected in this manner. They curfe and 
molt impioufly invoke I do not know what demon ; and they paint the pictures of 
devils, with horrible faces, on yellow paper, w-hich is fixed to the wall of the houfe ; 
then they fall to bawling fo terribly, and feream fo loud, dancing and fkipping as is 
molt ridiculous, fometimes fearful to fee and hear. They alio blefs and confccrate 
new houfes ; and if they be fufpeCted to be haunted, they drive the devil out of them 
by their conjuration and the firing of mulkets. 

Thay-de-Lie’s bufinefs is to be conlulted which arc the fitteft places for burial of the 
dead ; fo that the living relations and kindred may, by this means, be happy and for- 
tunate, and the like follies. 

I will fpeak nothing of Ba-Cote, becaufc they are only the pretended witches 
amonglt the bafer fort. 

As for temples ami Pagodas, fince the Tonqueenefe arc not very devout, there are 
neither fo many, n*tfiole fo fumptuous, as I have leen in fome of the neighbouring 
countries. 
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HIS TORT OF TONQUIN. 

From the French of Richard*. 


CHAPTER I. — General Dcfcription of Tonquin : — Temperature of the Climate : — — 
Variety of the Seafons Hurricanes or Typhous , what may be their Caufc : — Winds 
and Tides: — its Divifon into Provinces. — An Ijland abounding in Antelopes . — 
Encreafe of hand next to the Sea. 

T HE word Tonquin, in the Chinefe language, fignifies Court of the Eaft, bccaufe, 
at the time of the great extent of China, Tonquin, which was a province of it, 
was the feat of one of the imperial courts, which that monarchy maintained in the 
four parts of the world, as the Chinefe expreffed thcmfelves, being perfuaded that their 
dominion contained nearly all the inhabitable earth ; eftceming fome neighbouring na- 
tions, the greater part of whom were tributary to them, as fituated at the extremity of 
the world. 

In the Tonquinefe language this kingdom is called An-nam, which fignifies the re- 
pofe of noon. Thefe two names defignate its fituation to the eaft, fouthward of Afia, 
relatively to China. 

It is fituated in from 17 to 23 deg. north latitude, and from 119 to 127 eaft longi- 
tude, and is wholly within the torrid zone. 

lo the eaft it is bounded by the province of Canton ; to the*\tf?It, by the kingdoms 
of Baos and Bowes ; to the north, by Yunam and Quanfi, provinces of China ; to the 
fouth, by Cochin-China and the gulph which bears its name. Its extent is about one 
hundred and eighty leagues from north-weft to fouth-eaft, and about one hundred and 
fifty from eaft to weft. 

If the fituation of the country is confidered, the heat is not excefiive ; the many 
rivers by which it is watered, and the periodical rains, confiderably dimini fh its 
violence. It contains none of thofe immenfe barren fandy mountains, which caufe a 
fcorching heat in the countries bordering on the Perfian gulph, although they are 
much farther from the tropic. 

The falubrijy of the climate is not at all times the fame, even for the natives of the 
country, much lefs for ftrangers. It is healthy and temperate from the month of 
September to the^ month of March. The cold is very fenfibly felt in the months of 
January and February, although they never have either fnow or ice: it is even very 
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rare that any hail falls ; that' deftru&ive meteor is almoft unknown in Tonquin, The 
temperature of the air becomes unhealthy in the months*# - April^flay, ami June, as 
well on account of the fogs and rains, as becaufe the fun then approaches its zenith : 
the heat is exccflive during the months of July and Augull. 

The rains, which regularly commence about May, fometimes fooner, and continue 
till Auguft, render the earth very humid, and the view of the country delightful : the 
trees are then in their full beauty ; but thefe* rains tend fo little to cool the air, that the 
heatsfe never fo intolerable as when the country is as it were inundated, and the roads 
iinpaifable, which frequently happens during the months of July and Auguft. 

'l'he fummer here anfwers to the rainy feafon, when the fun is at its greafeft eleva- 
tion, or approaches it. The heat, which continually cncre»tfes, excites a confiderable 
evaporation, in a country for the greater part covered with waters and forefis : the 
clouds diifolve almoft as Icon as formed, again foon collect, and yield fucceflive rains, 
accompanied with florins and thunder, which are continually heard, and fometimes at 
all the points of the horizon at once ; the air becomes luflocating, lightnings glare' 
over the whole atmofpherc : fuch is the prevailing flate of the temperature from the 
beginning of April till the middle of Auguft. 'l'he rains that fall during this interval 
caufe fudden inundations, which arc very deflruttivc in the mountainous parts of the 
country ; they tear away rocks, foil, trees, and even houies, when they are expofed 
to the impetuofity of the torrents. In the level lands the waters gently fpread and 
caufe lei's ravages : they inundate the fields and villages, enter the houfes without 
deftroying them ; the inhabitants go every where in boats, even into the houfes in 
towns and the villages which lie low, while the lands near the fea are dry, becaufe 
the waters in the middle of the inundated provinces run off by numerous canals and 
the rivers to which they join. 

The bay of 1’onquin, and the provinces bordering on it, are fometimes, during the' 
month of Auguft and part of September, expofed to frightful hurricanes, which are 
felt in diflricfs ; for, if they were general, they would caufe a total devaftation : they, 
are dreadful winds with fmall rain, which in four and twenty hours fly round the 
compafs : feamen call them typhons j they may be traced by their deftructive ravages’ 
wherever they pafs; trees and houfes are thrown down, corn torn up and fcattered ; 
even the birds, ftupified by the whirlwind which tears them along, fall and may be 
taken with the hand. Thefe deftructive tempefts are announced fome days before they 
come, by a dull ark^vtiich appears in the north : that becomes a fignal to the inha- 
bitants of the country to fecure the roofs of their houfes, ftrengthen the pillars, and 
to vvell-faften their boats. Thefe precautions, however, only prevent a part of the 
accidents they endeavour to avoid ; for the commotion of the air and the waters is fo 
violent, that many veffels are loll by being dafhed againft each other : fliips caught' at 
fea in thefe hurricanes only efcape by being fheltered by the elevated coafts of fome 
iilands which may protect them ; thofc in the open fea are almoft inevitably fwalloved 
up. The diflrids where they are molt deftructive are the low lands near the fea, 
where little fhelter is to be found. 

In confidering the different phenomena which accompany thefe tompcfls, it appears 
that the caufe fhould be fought in the depths of the earth, which ferve^s a bed for 
the fea, from whence proceed violent irruptions, which fpread an inflammable matter 
through a moift and thick atmofphere, which not being able to expand itfelf without 
ftrong efforts, excites thefe dreadful commotions. It is not uncommon, at thofe times, 
for the fea to tranfgrefs its bounds with a roaring noife, overwhelm many leagues of 
country, deftroying multitudes of men and bcafts. An e’ye witnefs relates, fij^t about 
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the yea|^i738 a fimilar irruption fwallowed up more than ten thoufand people. Ic 
happened at the fape time t|p, after a noife refembling the report of a cannon, with- 
out any tempeft or 'the leaft commotion in the air, the fea fuddenly rofe, and over- 
whelmed feveral villages near its coafts, and a few hours afterwards returned within 
its limits. It has alio been remarked, that if it happens to thunder thcfc hurricanes 
immediately ceafe ; th$ igneous matter, which is the principle of their commotion, 
feems to fpend itfelf by that explofion. 

Cuftom, obfetfjration on the Hate of the air, figns which appear in it, enable the 
Tonquinefc to foretel, with tolerable certainty, the approach of thefe tempefts, though 
not to ekaftly fix the day ; they are, as it were, habituated tq,them ; there are few 
years biq what they arc expofed to them ; fometimes even feveral fucceed each other ; 
there have been known as many as feven in the fame year: they are the molt formi- 
dable fcourge of thcfc legions. 

The winds are regular in all the flat country, and even in the greater part of the 
mountainous : they are fix months to the north and fix to the fouth ; the former 
commence in Oftober and lad till April ; the latter begin in April and continue till 
October. 

The tides change according to the dire&ion of the winds, as well as the feafons : 
in Europe they flow fix hours and ebb for the fame period. At Tonquin, and adjoin- 
ing parts it only flows and ebbs once every four and twenty hours, except at the new 
and full moon. The Tonquinefe, although but little able to calculate the courfe of the 
moon, yet are pretty exact as to the time and changes of the tides : they have a kind 
of routine which ferves them for a guide ; for they are not all fufficiently inftru&ed to 
derive any information from the rude almanack, which the government of this country 
caules to be made every year, which is one of the molt important employment of fome 
"of the mandaVeens of the firft order- The high tides occur in the months of Novem- 
ber, December, and January, during the prevalence of the north wind ; and the 
loweft in the months of May, June and July, which arc in the fouth wind. 

The kingdom of Tonquin is divided into eleven provinces *, four are named pro- 
vinces of the call, weft, north and fouth, according to their fituation, in refpett to the 

royal 

* The .navigator Pampicrre, who vi tiled Tonquin, and penetrated confidcrably into the interior of the 
country, iand who tike wife received information from the Englifh merchant;, fettled tor a long time at 
Kacho or Kecho, the capital of this kingdom, divides it into eight great provinces, four of which have 
no other names than of provinces of the four cardinal points. The fifth, which is in the centre is called 
l\ai 4 io or K echo the fame as the capital ; the other three are Tenam, Tenchoa, and Nghcam. This 
diviiion agrees pretty well with ours : time and other caufes may have fomewhat altered this diilribution* 
fuch as Dampierre learnt from the Englifh, about the year 1680 ; we /hall mention it here, as it will ferve 
to give an idea of the productions of Tonquin, and the fituation of its thief places. 

The province if Tenam is the mo ft eaflern : it has China, on the S. E. The ifland of Aynan and the 
fea to the S. and »S. W. and the province of the Eatl to the N. W. its extent is middling and its chief pro- 
duction confdts in rice. 

The province of the EaR extends from that of Tenam to that of t lie North : it is bounded on the call by 
China, to the well by part of the province of the fouth, and by the province of Kacho, to t lie fouth 
by the fea. It n v^ry large* extremely low, ami nearly filled with iflands, particularly in the fouth- 
ea!t part, which the fea bounds on the licic of Tenam. The capital and feat of government is I lean 
It produces abufjdarice of rice and cattle, and the inhabitatus of the fea coafU carry on a confiderable 
fi/hery. 

, The province of the South is a triangular i/land, enclofcd to the eafi by a river which Dampicrre calls 
Domca, or rather by the two arms of the fame river, which Baron call® Songkoy* It is a very low country 
abounding in rice and cattle. 

Tenchoa* fitualed vveRward of the river Rokbo, is bounded on the north by the province of the weft 
on the ealBV the ifbtffcof Ay nan. and on the fouth bv the fea : its riches canfift in rice and cattle. 

Nghcam, 
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royal city which {lands in the middle of thefe four provinces, the others are X’u tien 
Kuong, X’u Huong Hoa, which border on China, Hfik- Then^X’u Kafbang, this 
laft joins Junna’n, X’u Thank, X’u Nghe, one part of which is a frontier to Cochin- 
China, and another to Laos, and laftly the province of Jen Quang which, properly 
fpcaking, is only a part of the province of the Eaft, although it has a feparate name. 

The interior of the country is crofted by a navigable river, nearly the whole breadth 
of the kingdom : it runs from north to fouth it difeharges itfelf into the bay of Tonqtiin ; 
it is jelled Songkoy ; there are feveral iflands in it fome of which are inhabited, and the 
others are ufed lor fiftiing. This river receives feveral others, both from the call and 
well, which arc advantageous to the inland navigation of the country and communi- 
cate with the numerous canals, which ferve to tranfport their merchandize, as well as 
to water their rice. I hefe numerous canals and navigable rivers, are the caufc that 
the roads are but badly maintained, becaufe the Tonquinefe find it more convenient to 
ufe boats to pafs from one place to another, than any other method of travelling. 

The bay of Tonquin is very extenfive, and contains feveral iflands, fome of which 
are inhabited : the chief is called by the inhabitants T won-bone. The Dutch call it the 
iile of Brigands, perhaps becaufe it is there that the advanced guard is ftationed, the chiefs 
of which exercife the moll lucrative office in the kingdom, the right of colle&ing the 
duty on the vcflels that enter the provinces of Tenchoa and Ngheam : every large 
veflel pays a rix-dollar and a half, and in proportion for fimllcr ones. The annual 
revenue of this tax, cannot be lefs than a million. This ifland is fituated in 19 deg. 
1 5 min. north latitude, and is fcarcely more than five leagues ia circuit, it is a league 
irom the coaft, the foil is elevated and rocky, interfered with finall mountains, ami 
is little adapted for agriculture: its inhabitants breed but few cattle; but it contains 
an immenfc number of antelopes which keep among”*the rocks and thickets, to the 
incrcafe of which the natives ought to pay attention, as they obtain mufk from them, 
which with them is an object of coniiderable trade *. 


Ngheam, fituated to the call of Tenchoa, is hounded to the fouth and wed by Cochin-China, and 
to the north by the province of the Well. It is very extenfive and joins to the advantages of the 
other provinces that of being coniiantly protected by troops againft the attacks and iurprifes of the 
Cochin-Chiuefe. 

The province of the weft has Ngheam to the fouth, the kingdom of Laos to the Weft, the province of 
Kacho to the call, and to flie*fouth the province of the Nonh. It is large, very pleafant, rich in wood and 
pail me ; it produces coniiderable quantities of lacker and irk* # 

The proJmce of the North is a vail country 4 conftituting the whole of the kingdom ; it has the kingdom of 
Laos to the 4 weft, China on the eaft and north : the kingdom of J3aos or Bowes to t he north-weft and the 
three provinces of the Weft, of Kacbo, and of the Eaft to the fouth ; in its vail extent it is diveriifted in the 
quality of its foil ; the greater part is covered with high mountains, which produce gold, marble and num- 
bers of wild elephants. The other dillrivts produce lacker, filk, cinnamon, and different articles of commerce. 

The province of Kacho forms the centre of the kingdom, between the provinces of the Bail, Weft, North, 
and South. Dampierre, who had time to vifit it, no lefs praifes its fertility than its pleafantnei's ; it is not 
deficient in wood, but rice, lacker, and hi k are the chief objects of trade. # 

* The muik which comes from Tonquin is ot the bull quality, it is mod probable that the antelopes 
which afford it are chiefly of this ifland. It is known that this animal eats Lakes i*i preference to any 
other food; aud the foil of this ifland mnft be very favourable to tiic multiplication of # thefe reptiles. 
Since our nioft celebrated naturalifls feem to diftinguifh the animal that bears mufk from the antelope, 
and that for want of knowing it, and of having compared it with the antelope, there is every rcafon to 
believe that it is not of a different kind. Thofe moll acquainted with the antelope, fa^ they are about the 
Jize of a finall deer, brown, fumetirnts fpotted with brighter fpots of the lame colour; the bag which con- 
tains the perfume is fituated near the navel of the animal; it relembles a fmall purfc, and is furroundvd 
with a very delicate fkin, covered with very line foft hair ; this purfe or bag is about three inches lqng, two 
broad, and half on inch in depth ; the muik collects in the bag, aud adheres round it like a Jdnd^f 

Afmail 
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A fmiil bay to the weftward of this ifle, is very celebrated ia the country for the 
pearl fiinery carried on ther^but which no perfon can pra&ife without a fpecial licence 
from the court. There are Tome other iflands near the coaft, which ferve as flicker 
to the filhing boats, which are very numerous in a country where next to rice fifli is 
the molt common food. ^ 

It imift likewife beyobferved |hat the fea of Tonquin, fo far from gaining on the 
land, vifibly recedes from it. Thus the greater part of the iflands above mentioned, 
will in time be jdftied to the continent. The tradition of the country is^-that tln^ro- 
vince bf the South, which is one of the moll confiderable in the kingdom has fuccef- 
fively emerged from the bofom of the deep. At prefent it is a|ieaft thirty leagiH$ in 
length, following the coujfe of the river Songkoy, which taf&s its rife in the lofty 
mountains of China, and after a long courfe waihes the walls of the King’s palace, and 
croffes the capital. This city is now at lead 30 leagues from the fea, and it is faid, that 
formerly the difemboguement of the river into the fea, was fome leagues above this 
fame city. What gives fome probability to this opinion is, that feveral towns and 
villages, which within the memory of man were fituated on the fea coaft, are now 
more than half a league diftant from it. Thefe lands are not yet folid enough to be 
capable of culture, or producing grain, but it already produces wood fit for fuel, and 
even for building houfes : they furnifli abundance of thole ruflies, which the inhabitants 
ufe to make beautiful mats, and to cover their houfes. 

To judge by the quantity of fand and fliallows which lie between the two principal 
mouths of the river, which extend for more than two leagues of coaft, it may be fup- , 
pofed that the province of the South will continue to increafe. Thefe two mouths are 
about 20 leagues diftant from each other. The chief, which Europeans call Domea, 
is the only one they enter, it is encumbered with a bar of about two miles in length, 
the channel of which is more than half a mile wide, and is bounded on each fide by 
fands which render the paffage difficult, and even dangerous to ftrange veflels, which 
not only require a pilot of the country, but cannot clear it during low water. The 
fifhermen ferve as pilots. They inhabit a village called Batcha, lo adrantageoufly 
fituated at the mouth of the river that they can fee every (hip that approaches, or hear 
the report of the cannon that European veffels difeharge oil their arrival. The entrance 
to the river is known by a mountain called the Elephant, for which they fteer N. W. ' N.; 
making direftly for the land, it fhoals to lix fathom, they are then only two or three 
miles from the entrance of the bar, they bear up as much as'fx>flible N.N.W. whore 
th^y anchor to wait for pilots. ^ 

The other provinces of Tonquin fituated on the fea, to the eaftward, receive but 
little of thefe acquifitions, becaufe they have fo many rivers as crofs the province of the 
South, and empty tliemfelves into the fea at its fouthern extremity. 

CHAP. II. — Topographical Dcfcription of Tonquin*-— Capital of the Kingdom.— 
The King's Palace. — Chief Cities . — Great Roads. — Inhabitants of the mountainous 
Country . — Productions and Culture of the Lands.— Fertility of the Soil . — Grounds and 
Lakes filled with Fiji). — Fruits . — - Flowers. — Domcjlic and wild Animals. 

TONQUIN may be divided into two general parts, mountainous and flat country. 
The frontiers towards China, a part of Cochin-China and the kingdom of Laos are 
found by extenfive mountains, moftly covered with immenfe forefts : it feems that they 
would all be tertilc if cultivated : they are not defaced by dry and barren rocks liki 
the Alps, they more relemble that part of the Apennines which extend from Genoa 



HISTOfcy O* TONQOIN. 

to the Adriatic Sea from weft to eaft by the foutH, The woods are very beautiful ; gold, 
filver, iron,, yellow, red and black copper. Which is nMi^| efteemedm rite country* arc 
found in them. . •> ■ Af '’ . * 

The low part , of Tonqum much refembles Holland by its 'many canals, dykes, 
rivers, apd lakes. The fingle province of the Weft fs watered by feven large rivers, 
which unite about 1 5 leagues above the royal city, aud form a kind of fea or large lake! 
many branches iffue from it, which uniting at different diftances, form confiderablc 
river*. ..■**. * . 

The province of the South affords a lingular appearance throughout its whole extent, 
by the number of capals and rivers which interfect it, and which are all covered with 
boats. It is therefore that this is one of the dampeft countries known ; although 
fituated in the midft of the torrid zone, thofe fcorching droughts which deftroy the 
productions of nature, are never experienced in it ; but they* are expofed to all the 
inconveniences of a damp heat, which occafions a number of difeafes. 

Tonquin in general is well peopled : there are few cities, but £gmy towns and villages 
or aldees, fo clofe to each other every where that is not covered by water, that they 
feem to form but one continuation of dwellings, all belonging to the fame community, 
fo that at firft fight it is difficult to diftinguilh them one from another. It is faid that it 
is not uncommon to meet with towns containing thirty, forty, and even a hundred 
thoufand fouls, which is equal in point of population to the Iargeft cities of Europe. 

. The only city, which properly deferves that name, is Kacho, or Kecho, the capital 
of the kingdom. The king refides there : it is fituated on the river Songkay, 40 
leagues from the fea, in2i° N. ,lat. In fize it may be compared with the moll cele- 
brated cities of Afia, and its circumference is reckoned at leaft equal to that of Paris ; 
but no city, that is known, equals it for population, efpecially on the firft and fifteenth 
of each moon, when the large markets are held, which attratt nearly all the inhabit 
tants of the towns and villages within a confiderable diftance. One may judge of the. 
multitudes of people that are then collected, and thus fuddenly augmented by millions 
of fouls, to fuch a degree, that it is making great progrefs to advance a hundred paces 
In half an hour, although the llreets are very broad. Notwithftanding this innumerable 
crowd, the moft perfect order prevails throughout the city. Every kind of merchan- 
dize fold there has its particular ftreet affigned to it, which belongs to one, two or 
more villages, who alone have a right to keep ffiop there. 

The ftreets of Kacho are large and handfome, paved with brick, except where the 
elephants, horfes, King’s carriages, and cattle pafs. Two-thirds of the houfes are of 
wood, the reft. of brick ; among thefe are the ftores of the foreign merchants, dfftin- 
guiihabie amid a multitude of cabins built of bamboo and clay. ■ ’ 

The palaces of the mandarins and public edifices, which occupy large tra&s, have 
nothing remarkable in them but a large wooden building which conftitutes the chief, 
part, and is built more folid than the generality of houfes, and are ornamented with 
fculpture and paintings' : the interior is divided into feveral chambers ;• the pavement and 
flooring is neat, and the roof of tiles of different colours is well* contrived. 

The common houfes are compofed of rqofs fupported on polls, t generally covered 
with ftraw, fea-reeds, or large leaves, which laft 30 or 40 years, if no accident happens 
to them. They have neither cielings, riof ftories ; they. are. merely divided by boarded 
partitions for different ufes ; they have all only the bare ground. They have qp glafs 
vto their windows ; it is fcarcely known in this country ; its place v£ fuppUed by open 
linen and mats of bamboo or rattan, fo fine as to be'almoft tranfparent. 
vox... ix. 4 Y 
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In the*ninner the houfes are built, fees are to Jje -di«ea4e4 and preyentfed^he- 
utmoft precaution : it is therefore forbidden to keep fires during tho nigbt, atfo they ave 

onlv permitted durind certain hours in the day; the police pay vifits when leaft ex. 

«efted and thdfe who are found with fires' during the prohibited .ten* are fined. 

^ The utmoft order in general f retails in this capital : it is divflfed into quarters and 
bodies of trades, each having their ^def, and forming difererit commilmries, which have 
their o^beculiar polli and laws. Their commerce ferny- gi^.and carried on by 
means of barks atfl boats on the large river which croffes it. .Each boarpaysabput 
tw^pehce halfpenny for anchorage, which produces confiderjk fums. Thf number 
of 'boats is fo prodigious that it is difficult to approach the (hop ofthe mertbur 
tivei*s and moft commercial ports, even Venice, with all its gondolas and boats,can give 
no idea of the buttle and population of the river at Kecho, although only thofe who- 
are neceffarv to conduff the boats and protea the goods remain in them : all the mer- 
chants having houfes in the neighbouring villages, none of them living in veffels, as 
feme accounts affert, 0i among others that of ravermer. ‘ 

The Kimr’s palace occupies a part of the city ; it has an mciofure of walls, entirely 
hid bv the furrounding houfes. Thefe walls are faid to be three leagues in circum- 
ference, fix or fevenfeet high, and nearly as thick, which forms a public promenade. 
This Quarter is the handfomeft and beft built of the city ; it is inhabited by the most 
neoDle • the grandees of the kingdom, the courts of jufticeare m if, and 
th^Tand fe exSveiy deaf to thofe who would build there. The architeaure of the 
palace is not more diftinguiffied than of the principal edifices of the city : its entrance 
announces nothing of the grandeur of the monarch that inhabits it, nor of the wealth it 
contains : little of its interior is known, except that fculpture and pamteig are camed 
as fir as the ftateof thofe arts in this Country will allow. The buildings are of the fineft 
4‘ dand brick ; gold and filver reigns throughout in profufion : there are gardens 
parks canals, ponds, and every thing that can contribute to the amufement and accom- 
modation of thofe who pafs their lives in it ; efpecially the prince s wives, who never 

emit it, nor the women and eunuchs who wait on them. ' . 

1 Before the revolution which eftabliffied the prefent government of Tonqurn, the 
buildings were much handfomer and more folid than they aroat prefent. The triple 
walls of the old city and of the ancient palace, its courts paved with marble, the ruins 
of its gates and lodges, give feme idea of what it was in us fofendour, and makes one 
reeret the deftruftion of one of the fineft and moft extenfive edffices of Afia. 

At prefent the royal city itfelf has no walls, nor - any external defence, like the other 
c jrie S o r confiderable places of this kingdom ; it has only an enclofure formed by live 
hedges of bamboos, which in fad is a better protedion from thieves, -and evgn from a 
Bidden afiault from troops, than any walls they could huikt W this country. , 

The environs of the royal city, are the conftant quarters of a numerons mfima, that 
the King keepsready for any event. The arfenal, and other magazines of warlike ftores, 

are on tne banks of the river. . • ’ , . 1 ^ ;■ ; . 

On the other fide 6f the Songkoy is the camp or Chmefe city; formeHy foreigners 
and even Europeans were admitted into the royal city j they aronpV: totally excluded : 
the reafon is,, that the Chmefe becoming very rich, and very numerous in Iqnquin, 
being befides proud and perfevering in their undertakings, they »e fearful they might 
become powerful enough to excite revolr, as they have doi^ at Batavia, the Manillas, 
SUm, other parts of the eaft yh«e commerce 

" to he feared in Tonouin than any where elfo, becaule the kingdom* having once 

formed 
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fonujid part of J th« empire of China ; they would have more pretences,, ai|di ^perhaps 
greater ni^ans of, excuirig a revolution*' - They ate,hO«i«er -permitted to go alfW the 
lungdom, Jwnert -they carry on an immehfe trade, 'dad Jre even received into the. royal 
city, but may not .fettle there., . All otherfordgners arefof bidden to enter, or even to 
approach it without exprcfs permfl&on. . v 

Next to the capital, Hean is the mod confidereble city ih all Tonquin ; it contains 
more than 1 0,000 houfcs, and befides occupies a vaift extent,’ On account of the manner 
p|i ; building. The inhabitants are very rich; it is one of the chief markets of the 
kingdom ; it is fitUated on the right bank of the river, four or five days' journey from ‘ 
Itsfnouth. ^ • 

Five orj&x leagu^From the mouth of the river, is another dty called Domea, much 
lefs than Hean, but Well known to. ftrtmgers, becaufe it is in a bay formed by the 
river oppofite to it, that they anchor, and it is- there only they are allowed to form efta- 
blifhments to carry on their commerce. 

Thefe cities, as well as almoft all habitations, are furrounded with' live hedges of 
bamboo. Wealthy individuals are known by the fame enclofure round their houfes 
and gardens, which added to the arequiers which they plant in alleys, form art 
agreeable coup d’oeil, and reprefeftt all the towns and villages as fo many parks 
ornamented with gardens and houfes. In the low lands they are obliged to conftrucf 
elevations, on which they build iheir houfes, to avoid the waters during the times of 
the inundations. 

The high roads of thefe provinces are maintained at the public expence ; they are 
broad, high enough not to be inundated during the floods; but not being paved, and 
being much frequented, in the rainy feafons they form a kind of maflive mud, which 
'can only be got through by walking barefooted, which all the Tonquinefe do, with the 
exception of the mandarins, and other diftinguiflied perfons, who alone poffefs horfes 
or have a right to ufe them. Rich people, fuch as merchants, principal farmers, , are 
carried in a kind of hammock, tied to file two ends of a pole, that two, four or more 
men carry on their ihoulders. . 

The keeping of bye roads is at the expence of the inhabitants of. the towns or 
villages, to which they ferve as communication from one place to another. There are 
no bridges over the large rivers,' the Chinefe had built ftone ones, when Tonquin was 
fubje& to them : . the Kings have, had them everywhere deftroyed, to prevent eafy 
communications* to an enemy in time of war. There arc fame over ihe ftnaller rivers 
and canals, built of wood and covered, with tiles. Moft of them are made of poles.. of 
bamboo, one end of which refts on the fide of the canal or river, and the otherfrefts 
againft a fimilar one from the oppofite fide ; fo as to form a rather elevated angle 
thus ; bridges of this kind are very fteep to afeend, and ftill more^fficolt to 
defeend; only die moft a&ive of the Tonqqinefe can pdfs them with eafe .1 They are 
bu&t by the bonzes, and are covered in with roofs of thin poles,- overlaid with ruihes 
or leaves. 

In the inhabited mountainous country, in great part covered with woods, the houfes 
'aye L.iarosd'feyen or eight feet above the ground and placed on poflj.s; the .floor is con* 
'druph^ v^hicanes ; under this floor ferves Jts a ftable for the cattle. A fquare of afrout 
■ four feet'cpvered with clay, on whitb they light .their bfCv » their onlyi/jto^p^ or 
Idjtqbpn yfhefe is neither chimney nerpjpe tolet out the fmoke, which, pen^jttwt^rery 
wherty a^d whkb their uncouth people fcmn-'iO'eiidurq#»t : h0ut-aay they 

.prefem thcfr'-baiWings. 
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In the mountainous country the habitations are difperfed without any order, atCon- 
fiderable diftances from each other ; but they all depend on the chief place of their 
diftrift, and are under magiftrates acknowledged by the inhabitants, although the 
effefts of the general police are lefs vifible in this woody and mountainous country than 
in the flat provinces feme are even fo ignorant and barbarous,that they msty be com- 
pared to the ravages of America. 

Fifhermen, and thofe belonging to the inland navigation of the kingdom, live on the 
rivers and canals, in cabins built on floats of cane : thefe kind of hbufes are fattened 
to the ihore by lines forty or fifty feet long, which ferve for cordage j they are very 
ftrong, and laft a long time. ’ 

The cultivation of the Iaiyis is eafy : the rice harvefts, w r hich is the chief food of the 
nation, never fail, and are almoft always very plentiful. ■ 

The care of cultivating this grain, as ncceflary in the .Eaft as corn is in Europe, is 
the chief object with the Tonquinefe, and keeps them conftantly employed. It is made 
to flioot in the houfe in troughs placed for that purpofe, it is then iown very thick, in 
beds well watered, which are afterwards beat down, and levelled as exactly as poflible : 
as foon as it is dry, it fprings up very quick ; in five or fix weeks it is fit to tranfplant, 
and it is put in fields prepared for it, where it is planted Item by ftem. Tins work is 
done by women. 

The rice grows, ripens, and is gathered in about three months, reckoning from the 
day it is tranfplanted. They generally have two crops in the year in the Tow lands, 
which, as they have water at will from the rivers and canals, are always kept well 
watered. . The land is difpofed in fmall ridges, in the furrows between which they can 
convey the water and keep it at the neceffary height. Thofe who reap the rice are 
Up to their knees in water. 

In the mountainous land, where they have not the fame command of water, they 
have but one crop in the year, in the fifth or fixth moon, which pretty nearly anfwers 
to our June. 

The rice-plant grows to the height of three or four feet : its leaf is larger than that 
of wheat; it bears two broad ftems. much divided, furnifhed with oblong flat grains ; 
the ftems are covered with a beard two or three inches long, forked at the end, and 
generally bridled at the bottom. In general the grain is white, enveloped in a firft 
lkin, brown or of a deep yellow, which muft be taken off before tfip rice is ufed for 
food. 1 There is different coloured rice, yellow, red, white and Tblack ; there is even a 
kind which has rather an agreeable fmell : it is that which, by preference, is offered up 
to the idols* All thefe kinds are eaten;? That from which arrack is diftiiled is never 
ufed for food but when the other kinds cannot be had, being very hard to digeft. 

It has been proved that if the Tonquinefe were more induftrious they might have a 
third crop from their lands, by fowing barley in the intervals between the rice on the 
ridges. The Chinefe do this in their moft fertile provinces. But this is not pra&ifed in 
Tonquin : they fownocorrt, they have no vines, they have not eveti any meadows j 
but they gather graft enough for their cattle, in the intervals of the ridges where 
the ricegrbws, un<|er the trees, bythefidesof the roads, and the jraths which feparate 
the lantra , : t ' /.*, . . ' ■* ' ■ >T- 

Let it be added, that the fame fields which produce the rice fomiflr an aftonifhing 
abundance of fifh of all kinds, and even very beautiful ohes, brought by the great 
inundations, and ‘which find a food that fuits thein malere them remain. When the 
waters retire) there remain filh enough in the pools. and ditches to breed and replenish 

•. ’the 
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tfte^fields of rTce in the time of the floods. Wheiv they drain the lands to draw off 
&e fuperatyundant water to prepare them, each village lets out the fifhing in their own 
diftriS i what remains in low places- and in the ditches is diffident for their ufual' 
confumption. . y 

There is a ephflderable diftrift in the province of the South, which refembles a lake,, 
and which never entirely drys up ; when there is Xeaft water on it, that is about the 
fifth moon,, they fow rice on it, which they have time to reap before the rainy leafon. 
WWh there is too much water to expett any crop, thofe who inhabit the borders of 
this lake, fifli up a prodigious quantity of fmall crabs, which refeinble crayfifli. There 
crabs are much e (teemed, and ferve all the year as fauce to their fifli, of which the 
people make their common food. ' • . 

The mod common fruits of Tonquin, are not inferior in quality, to thofe of other 
eaftern countries : but the oranges are much fuperior, and -of feveral kinds. The 
other fruits are bananas, pine-apples, guavas, papas, fapodilias. The lechea, which 
the inhabitants call bejay, grows on a high tree, whofe leaves ate like the laurel : the 
fruit appears in grapes on the branches, and each grain takes the form of a heart, the 
fize of a fmall hen’s egg. When ripe it is of a crimfon red ;• its (hell ‘is thin, rough, 
and eafily opens. The fight and t^fte are equally gratified by the excellence and 
beauty of this fruit : it does not keep more than forty days it is ripe in April. About 
that time, the King’s tade-officers put their feal on thofe trees, which promife the bed 
bejay, without enquiring whom they belong to, and the owners not only muft not 
touch them, but are obliged to attend to the prefervation of thofe fruits refcrved and 
marked for the court. ‘ ,. 

The prune or date tree, called John, or dragon’s egg, is very common in this country :: * 
the tree is large, its fruit is the fize of a fmall plumb, of a pale olive, or dead leaf 
colour, and its ta(|e delicious. This fruit being very heating, is confidered as unwhole- 
fome, notwithftanding the pleafure they take in eating it. * 

The taca or mite, the larged fruit in the world*, iince fome -of them weigh above 
a hundred pounds ; it grows larger in Tonquin than elfewhere ; it grows from the 
very body of the tree, or its larged branches. There are two kinds of it, the one 
known by the name of barca is tne bed, of a folid confidence, and has the tade of a 
melon, but it is hard to diged : if eaten to excefs it caufes a peftilential diforder, which 
the natives call morxi. The other kind, called papa or gjraial, is foftifli, of an infipid 
tade, and of a much inferior quality to the firft ( ; it is only in requed for its nuts or 
chednuts. The feafon of this fruit lads from March to September. 

They have many mulberry trees, but lefs edeemed for their fruit than as they ferve 
for food to the worm that produces (ilk* which is here fo common, that duffs of it 
ferve to clothe the very pooreft fort of people. 

There are many other fruit-trees, which it would be difficult to deferibe to Eu- 
ropeans merely by their names. They have neither apples, pears, apricots, nor peaches,, 
nor have they any cabbages, artichokes, nor of our common plants and roots. 

Sugar-canes grow (pontaneoudy ; but the Tonquinefe do net underdand refining 
fuga^ j neverthelefs they, ufe it in the common fervices of life, and make prefer ves of- 
fruits and rpots with it,, which keep a long time, notwithftanding t&e prevailinghumi- 
dity of their atmofphere. ' . . 

’They care little about flowers, and the culture of them is- entirely negle&ed : among 
their bufties they have very fine rofes ; the mod remarkable*of whichrare white mingled 
with purple, of a grateful odour; there are others, which are yellow and red, but 
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Void of fipgrance, the ftalks of which have no thorns. The lily -is eomhiOB, -as 
-in all the other countries of India t it is trhtte like thbfe of I£t§r&pe, a tall- fteitp, 
but the flower is frafoller. / The Terilan^afi^''&'-o^'tttbhL. -bf^ali the "‘hedges. The 
flowers they moft value, is a kind of Caper, white 

and laftsat leaft a fortnight aftfir it is githered. Woroeh of ^|g|iity ufe them to 
ornament iheir d refs. " ' •'/ * ' *• •' _ JV ,; ^T. '• • 

Ainoiig domeftic animals, oxren and buffalos' only are ufed for labour : they never 
eat them, though their religion does not forbid the ufe of them, as in other parts 
of India. ‘ ' V . 

Their horfes are fmall, but Jpirited and flout, though only the Prince and ‘ fome 
mandarins ufe them, and 0ey are rather efteemed as an appendage of pomp, than 
of any real utility. They have no afles nor ftieep $ there are few goats, but they breed 
a great many pigs, thfc flelh of which is wholefome and welt-flavoured. They have 
cats which are of no ufe, as they will not catch rats ; the dogs carry on the war with 
thole troublefome animals : the people eat. cats, dogs, and rats. Poultry, fucli as 
fowls, ducks, and geefe are in great abundance ; they are to be met with every where, 
even in the woods, where they multiply exceedingly without any care. The inhabit- 
ants of Tonquin, as well as thofe of China, hatch ducks’ eggs in ovens, and 
amazingly encreafe the number by that means. The canals, rivers and fields are 
covered with different kinds of birds fit for the table ; they are taken with nets or (hares ; 
for though hunting and filhing are allowed freely all over, the kingdom, the ufe of fire 
arms is forbidden, under pain of death. 

The foreftS of the provinces fituated in the mountains contain flags, deer and wild 
boars: there are alfo peacocks, a fpecies of partridge peculiar to the country, quails, 
and other birds. The tigers render the neighbourhood of the forefts "very dangerous ; 
they are of different fizes, fome of them eight or ten feet long, are' of an amazing 
llrength, catch up the larged buffalos, and carry them off with aftonifliing celerity. 

The wild elephants are not lefs formidable : when they efcape from the woods, into 
the fields, they overturn houfes and kill the inhabitants. The forefts are peopled with 
' monkies of all fizes and fpecies : fome have dogs’ heads, fome are according, to the 
accounts of the inhabitants, fix -or feven feet high. Parrots are not lefs. numerous, 
and both are very deftruftive to the rice and fruits, and the inhabitants take every 
pofiible- means to deftroy or at lead drive them away. 

m . 

CHAP. III. — Population of the Couni ry : — Char after and Difference of the Inhabit* 
ants : — Manners, Perfon and Corporeal Qualities ; - — Drefs, 

TONQUIN may be confidered as the moft populous country in the World, 
efpecialty in the four provinces, which furround the royal city. The wooded country 
is' lefs peopled, although well inhabited. 

There are neither fortified places, nor walled cities in the whole kingdom. They 
reckon nine thbufanfi towns, defignafed by the title XI, and three thbiaand annexed 
to* them called Tsai : many villages or communities depend on fhefis principal places. 

The Tonqpiaefe nation, althoughfubjetttothe fame empire and the fame laws, 
is compofed of different races of men, who only have an external refemblance, and 
whofe difpofitibns are wholly diffifrent. > , : . ” '*•••' 

'i' ,r| Wjie people . infiMfltig' the mountains live by hunting, and the produ£tionS6f the 
they cultivate round their frabhations, fcarcfelywny pbtam&idti 

win «» e inhabitants of the plains, and are looked upon by the rtfi 6 f 
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quinefe as a favage_ nation. They are a quiet people, and give the government no 
tmeafinels, thqugn it is known that if occafion required, they could furnifli the beft 
and brav'eft fpldiers in the nation. . 

Thefe mountains arealfo peopled by a nation entirely different, from thofe we have 
juft mentioned : they are of Tartar or Chinefe origin, only inhabit the forells, often 
change their dwelling, efpeeially when they find the. earth they cultivate does not 
anfwer to their labour, and begins to be exhaufted. This Angular nation is the moft 
policed of Tonquin, the moft infftruded in the fcience of the Chinefe characters, and 
carry on a trade with the low lands, but little know yet which enriches them. 

It may be fuppofed, that this people beft underftand how to derive any advantage 
from the metals contained in the mountains, and the valuable woods they bear, 
efpeeially cinnamon, which is very common $ but which* is forbidden to be cut or 
fold, except on the King’s account, who referves the trade in it exclufively to 
himfelf. 

The hunters of this nation are very expert with the bow ; they have the fecret of 
poilbning their arrows, and of giving fo exaCt a degree of a&ivity to their poifon, that 
they know how far the wild animals they wound can run before they die : therefore 
after they have hit their mark, they remain very quiet ; allured of fuccels, they go to 
pick up their prey in the place they expe& to find it, and are feklom miftaken. This 
poifon does not prevent their eating the animals that die by it without any inconve- 
nience. Thieves dare not approach theii* habitations j the very tigers feem to dread 
them. Thefe talents pafs for diftinguilhed qualities with the reft of the Tonquinefe, 
and caufe them to be looked upon as men favoured .by nature, and worthy of efteem 
they are even fuppofed to poffefs fupernatural fecrets. They never leave their moun- 
tains, except to pay their tributes at the royal city. 

The greater part of the people of the low lands are rude and fimple, who are 
generally governed by an excels of credulity or fuperftition. 

It fometimes happens that the great river which defeends from the mountains of 
China, and runs through the kingdom, fwelled by the melting of thefnows and the rains 
which fall at the end of fpring, caufes fuch terrible inundations, that the country 
feems threatened with ruin : whole provinces are covered with water, with an infinite 
lofs of provifions to, the inhabitants, who are obliged to take Ihelter in their boats, and 
gain the elevated country, where they feek the means of fubfiftence till, the waters- 
retire. 

Both men and women among the Tonquinefe are of a middling ftature, but welt 
proportioned, the face broad, without being fo flat as that of the Chinefe, the eyes and 
nofe final], their hair long and black. The men have little beard, which they fuffer 
to grow : the boys muft lhave the top of the head in the form of a crefcent. Few 
of them are deformed ; the women are handfome. They are much the fame colour 
as the Portuguefe and Spaniards. • 

Although the children of both fexes have very white teeth, as loon as they attain the 
age of feventeen or eighteen, they black them like the Japanefe : like the Chinefe they 
alfo let their nails grow : the longer they are, the handfomer they are efteemed j but> 
this duftom is confined to the higher dalles. The women dye their* nails red ; there 
is even a certain degree of elegance in having the hands and feet tinted faith, a flight 
fhade of that colour. 

The common people neither wear ftockings, Ihoes, nor drawers p the men’s habit 
confifts of a piece, of linen feveral ells in length, with which they gird their loins, 
aad cover what raodefty direfts them to conceal - 7 and of a long habit with very wide 

" ' fleeves, 
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dlesves, nhish croffe^ ind ties with, -a band on the right fide, .and covers all t£e 
When at work or walking, they in general only wear the cloth round tbpir loins. 

jfbe women .are modeftly clothed ; they wear a long petticoat, and one or feveral 
habits, of thelame form as thofe of the raerf, but Ihorter ; they ^over thebofomwith 
Rjaece of linen or filk in ^he form of a heart: they have* ear-riggs and bracelets 
or gold or filver : they wear no necklaces ; they generally go with legs and feet naked, 
like the men. . 

Ripfa or dignified people, -wear very long and wide drawers, an under waiftcoat ,w|di 
tight; fleeves and fliort, of the fame form as their habit, and a k«ig robe over. ‘ In 
vuiting, both riph and poor fhould have a longer and wider habit than in common, the 
fleeves of which reach the ground : it ihould be of, linen, filk being too common in 
this country: they cover their heads with a hat made of two leaves of a tree* which 
are ftrong enough to Shelter them from the fun and rain, A particular law in Ton* 
<juin forbids the public ufe of fandals and lhoes to all except learned men, and thofe 
who have attained the rank of da&or ; but in their houles they generally wear a kind 
of flipper divided into two parts, one for the great toe, and the other for the remain- 
der of the toes, which, they fay, originates in that the antient Tonquinefe had the great 
toe at a great distance from the others : thefe flippers have ho heels. 

Their habits are of different colours, the mod common is white, that is the natural 
colour of the filk, or linen; black is for the mod diftinguiflied perfonages. The 
mandarins and their officers when officiating in their employments, or when they 
go to court, wear robes of a fhining black, approaching to a dull violet colour. 

As long hair is confidered a beauty at Tonquin, it forms part of their drefs of cere- 
mony. Men and women generally tuck it up, and tie it in a knot behind ; but when 
they appear before a fuperior, they let it down through refpeCl; : the women even 
conceal part of the face with it. The foldiers when at exercife and artifans when at 
work, tuck it up under their bonnets, or tie it on the top of the head. 

They do not clothe children till the age of fix or feven ; Ibme give them a waift- 
coat, which only reaches the navel, but moft of them are entirely naked. 

CHAP. IV. - — Taxes : — Public Works : — 1 Right of Inheritance : — Language : — ■ 
Marriages ; — - Divorce ; — Sumptuary Laws : — Cujlom of Adoption : — - Debtors and 
Creditors. 

0 

THE condition of the people is very wretched ; they are obliged to pay heavy taxes, 
and are fubject to hard labour. Every man from the age of eighteen or twenty pays 
head money, from three to fix rix-dollars per annum ; the price is proportioned to 
the wealth of the territory of the town or villiage, to which he belongs. This tax is 
colle&ed in April and O&ober, which are the rice harvefts : it is generally taken in 
kind ; therefore the quantity is not fixed, but is proportioned to the produce. A 
merchant fettled in the capital, befides. the taxes he pays for his trade, is not the lefs 
liable to the capitulation in the place from whence he ojginates, and to all other 
fervices by the fame reafon. There are pnly royal exemptions ; the King's doirieftics, 
niinifters of Hate,* public officers ; the literati, from the rank qf fingdo, the firft ftep 
that gives r 4 nk in die ftate* and which anfwers to bachelor ; in our univerfities ; 
officers, foldiers, and fome who purchafe this privilege ; and that only for their own 
life ; which is only obtained by intereft. . . .... - ki / 

'• In the villages, whofe territory is barren, or very .prior, the inhabitants ivlio are snot 
able to pay the taxna rice or monet, are employed to cut grafs for the '-elephants, and 

12 ftate 
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ftate horfes. However dill ant they may be, they are obliged to fend it at their own 
expenfe to the capital. 

Befidc this tax, every Tonquinefe, not exempt, is fubjed to the vecquan, or fervice 
of the monarch, that is to fay, they are obliged, either by ihemfelves or by thofe they 
hire, to labour at the public works, the chief of which are the walls of the King’s 
palace, the high roads, the buildings for the magiftrates, the arfenals, bridges, &c. 

Artifans of all profeffions mull employ fix months in the year at the vecquan, 
without any hope of recompenfe for their labour : the moll they can exped, from a 
mild and humane public officer, is their food. The reft of the year is abfolutely their 
own ; lime little enough to maintain a numerous family. ' 

Property is in general rcfpedled, even bv the King; by, .which fonie Tonquinefe rife 
above the common milery, when they have courage and indultry enough to endeavour 
to make their fortune by trade. 

The Chineie having lor a long time been mailers of Tonquin, have introduced 
their laws, language, characters, or manner of writing, and religion. The cuff oms 
el Tonquin are ftiil very like thole of China, with the exception of fome few points 
which diltinguiih them. The Chineie language is Hill their literary one: but the 
Tonquinefe have formed a kind of jargon of it, which is unintelligible to the Chin.de ; 
thev can merely read and underltand it, when let down in their characters. In this 
kingdom as in all other countries of the world, there are provincial dialects, unintel- 
ligible to ail but thole aecuitomcd to them, eipociaily in the province which joins 
Cochin-China. The pronunciation of this Chineie language is no. the fame in Tonquin, 
Cochin-China, Japan, and the illands of JLicou-ciiioou % as in China : nevertheh l's all 
thefe different people, by feeing the lame word written in Chineie characters, give it the 
lame iignilication, although their pronunciation does not in the leaf! agree. 

'IT laws of Tonquin, which lecure property, regulates the dillribution of it in 
.families. The elded ion takes the greatei! part : the law allows ionic lliare to tiie 
daughters; which is but trilling, when there are many brothers. 

'Hie Tonquinefe cannot marry without the confcnt of their father and mother, or 
the nearell of kin, who reprefent the heads of the family, J here are degrees of 
affinity prohibited by law\ They may never take a woman in a direct line, however 
removed from the original Hock, even if it were to the twentieth degree. Thofe of 
the fame name, or race, can never marry : but there is no degree prohibited in the 
collateral line, they may even marry two fillers. 

The girls generally marry at the age of fixtevn. All thp ceremony on the fide ol 
the man conlifts in demanding her for wife, and making fome pivfents to the buffer. 

If the requelt is accepted, they come to an open explanation of the wealth of the 
two families. The hulband lends the girl every thing he intends for her vile. The 
dav of marriage, the relations and friends of the contracling parties bring folen n!y 
uliembled, the bride is carried with all lhe has received from her hulband to thehonln 
prepared for their future relidence. Neither magiftrates nor priefts are required ; tiie 
con lent of the parents is fufficient : the parties themfelvcs write, ot caufe to be written, 
the ad by which they mutually engage ; they lign it, or put the.mcalure ot their 
linger on it, which they trace on the paper. 


* The iflaml.s of Li.ou-rhu on, aw thirty-fix in number, between 25 deg. and 28 deg. north lat. Tliev 
form a confnlerable kingdom, \ery p.ionlou*, and tributary to China: the people have the fame ciiltoms 
and language as the Chineie. The ill and of Lirou-Chieou, the largclt, and the relidenec of the King, 
vivos it' name to the kingdom. This country is little, but teems worthy of being more fo. 
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The marriage is entirely free, at lead for the hufband, who may fell his wife, 
which is not uncommon ; or he may put her away, obferving certain ceremonies : 
but the wife cannot qfiir her hulband without his confent. 

Polygamy is tolerated in Tonquin, and is even common: the fir ft wife, that is, her 
that the hulband married firll, or whole parents are mod refpedable or rich, holds 
the chief rank among them, commands over them, and alone bears the title of wife. 
That the marriage may be deemed valid, they mud inform the chiefs of the commu- 
nity they belong to, of it, and pay a tax fixed by law. In like manner, to annul 
a marriage and put away the wife, the hulband breaks a piece ofTnoney in two, one 
half of which he gives his wife, who goes and informs the chiefs of the did. riel : Ihe 
is then free, 'or eile the hulband gives her a certificate figned with his hand and foal, 
in which he acknowledges that he gives up his rights over her, and that he gives her 
liberty to difpole of herlelf. The hulband is obliged to return her all (lie brought 
him in marriage, even the prefents he had given her, to (hare all the furniture, and 
the houle where Ihc lived, as well as the children (he has had, if (lie willies it ; for 
Ihe may leave them all to the hulband. Alter the death of the hulband, the concu- 
bines, or wives of the fccond order, have no (hare in his effects, and if they have had 
no children, they are turned out of the houl'c. This cullotn extends even to the 
King’s wives. 

The children of the fame father, though by different women, inherit alike : only 
the eld eft has one-tenth more than his brothers : he takes the place of father 
to them, on the death of their own, even to his deleft filters, when he attains man- 
hood, and they cannot difpofe of themfelves without his confent. During their minor- 
ity, the uncles govern the minors and their property. In default of males, the girls 
inherit in equal proportions, which is not the cafe in China, where they cannot iuc- 
ceed to immovables nor landed property. 

Adultery is punilhed with banifhment to the confines of the kingdom : it may be 
punifhed wiih death, but that is very rare. The ancient laws permit a man who lur- 
prifes his wife in the act of adultery, to kill her and her gallant, provided it is done 
with his own hand : if he carries his complaint before the magiilrates, the woman 
"is condemned to be trod to death by an elephant. The feducer is put to death in 
fome other manner. 

Girls convicted of having forfeited their honour, are obliged to pay a fine, more 
or lefs, according to the cuftom of the place. Among the inhabitants of the mountains, 
who are looked upon as favages, the girls live in the molt unrellrained manner : 
but ‘if they become pregnant, and are reported to the mandarin, this accident in the 
family is enough to ruin the father and mother, by the fines they are obliged to pay, 
ior their negligence in not watching their daughter’s conduct. If there is not enough 
to pay, the girl and her accomplice may be fold for Haves. 

The laws forbid the ufe of wine ; but are little attended to in this point, except in 
the royal city, where they are always under the eyes of the mandarins, and where it 
is cuftomary to get d written permiflion from them to ufe it at weddings and fu- 
nerals. , 

Children pjiy the utmoft refpeft to their parents, living or dead. In no cafe can a 
fon engage in a procefs againft his father or mother, nor marry without their confent. 
The time of mourning for father or mother is twenty-feven months : during that 
time the children ‘cannot marry, unlefs within the three firft days immediately fuc- 
cceding the death : if they let thofe pafs, they mull wait the end of mourning. The 

refpedt 
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rctpeG: for parents, or thofe who reprefent them, is fo well eflabliihed and obferved, 
that the fchool-mafters appointed in all the towns and villages, have the great eft autho- 
rity over their pupils. If they were to be accufed, even after they had left them, of 
failing in refped to them, they would be feverely punilhed. 

The Tonquinefe have not the barbarous cuftom that the Chinefe have of drowning 
the children they cannot fupport : fome who are alhamed to difeover their mil'ery, 
expofe them: but it is feldom they perilh, becaufe many take a pleafure in receiving 
them, and bringing them up. Thole who are profefiedly poor fell them. This net 
of humanity, on the part of the rich and independent, ariles from the delire, natural 
among this nation, of having a numerous and opulent family, from whence originates 
the cuftom of procuring ftrange children, and even adopting of them, with a kind of 
folenmity, indifferently of both lexes. At the death of their adopted father, thel'e 
children lhare equally in the fucceflion with the real children ; ’they go into mourning, 
as they woidd for their own father, though he may be hill alive. 

The method of adoption is very fnnple : either the adopted has been found by his 
adopted father, who notifies to the magiltrate that he receives it among the number of 
his children ; or he who afpires to that favour, being of an age to make his intentions 
known, propoles them, or gets them propofed to the father of a family ; if lluisiied 
with his anfwer, he prefents himlelf before him, with two bottles of arrack, which 
his patron receives. Some explanations, or propofed conditions, conclude the cere- 
mony. 

Ulury is very common, and very baneful in Tonquin, where in general they take 
yearly one-third of the fum lent, as intcreft. When the intereft equals the principal, 
ihe ulury ought to coafe : but the creditors get new notes or bonds executed ; and it 
often happens that families that were comfortable arc ruined, by a debt in its origin 
very trifling. The abufe of the laws of the country gives the creditor an aftonifhing 
power over the debtor : they become maflers in their houfes, take away their moveables, 
their wives, and children, whom they ill treat, put them to a kind of painful torture, 
hoping by that means to force them to give up all they poflefs : they finifh by felling 
them, to obtain the price of their labour, till the debt is paid ; for, ftridly fpcaking, 
there is no flavery in Tonquin. The adopted children, thofe the creditors feize, or 
whom their parents have fold, become free at the expiration of the term fixed for their 
lervice. Their engagements are only temporary ; therefore it is forbidden under pain 
of death, to fell their children to the Chinefe, who reduce them to perpetual flavery : 
notwithftanding this prohibition, many are privately fold, as well in their own country 
as to foreigners. 

CHAP. V. — Vi fits : — Cufotns of Society , Manner of dividing Time and Difanrcs. 

l\f reals and Superfluous of the New Tear : — Shews : — Singing-Iloufcs — 

Cockfghting. 

MOST of their ceremdnial cuftoms are of Chinefe origin. The women in general 
are allowed full liberty of going abroad when they pleafe, but thofe oi the manda- 
rins and other perlbns of diftindion are fhut up, much the fame as they are in China, 
jjoih are faid to be extremely eafy, and to give themfelves to Grangers on^ moderate 
terms, and form temporary marriages with them. They always choofe their hufband 
according to their liking, which the Chinefe are not allowed to do, wtio marry without 
•any previous acquaintance with their future hulband, 
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Vifits ape only pad in die morning. The nobles «ven go to court very early, 
where they tranfeft t the bufinefs of their offices till eight o’clock, when they return 
home. 

The Princes, great mandarins, and perfons of their rank, never go out but on ele- 
phants, in rich palanquins, followed by numerous officers, foldiers and fervants. The 
rank or dignity determines the number of the retinue. Thofe of an inferior degree 
go on horfe-back, and are never attended by more thari ten perfons, though feldont 
by Ids, as thee fcort forms a great part of their pomp, and announces their dignity 
and power. * 

Their manner of receiving ftrangers, relations, or friends, is the lame as among the 
Chinefe. Women are not admitted to their converfations, nor do they eat with the 
men. They however appear, and receive and return thofe attentions and compli- 
ments it is judged proper to pay them. There is no furniture in the rooms where 
they receive company ; after the ufual ceremonies of falutes, and bows, which are al- 
ways regulated according to the rank of the perfon treated with, they fet down on 
eftrade6 covered with mats, which are round the room j they fit on them crofs-legged, 
as is cuftomary all over the Eaft. Mats are their only furniture, carpets and cufhions 
are unknown to them : their beds are alfo mats, with a kind of pillow made of rulhes 
or reeds, which ferve for bolfter and fupport. 

The Tonquinefe like moft of the orientals have no tafle for curiofities, which fup- 
pofes a genius cultivated by the fine arts, and careful education ; but are very luxu- 
rious in every thing which they are habituated to. They carry fenfuality to its height. 

In converfation and in vifits they avoid all dull fubje&s, and every one drives to 
give what he fays that air of gaiety which fee ms their natural character. For the 
lame reafon they never vifit fick people ; their compliments when they meet, are riot 
* how do you do,* hut, * where have you been,’ and, ‘.what have you done.’ If they 
perceive any one is unwell, they do not alk the queftion, but how many cups of rice 
they have eaten at each meal, if their appetite is good, or not. An inferior always ap- 
pears bareheaded before his fuperiors ; and thofe who receive any orders from the 
king, either verbal or written, mull neither hear it nor read it without firft taking off 
their robe and bormet. 

They have neither clocks to mark and divide the time, nor diflances or leagues to 
meafure the roads ; every thing is by eftimation. They merely divide the day into 
three parts, morning, noon, and evening, and guefs pretty nearly at the half of the 
morning and afternoon. The night is divided into five watches, which reckon and are 
obferved the fame throughout thfe kingdom. 

The mandarins ufe Moorifh docks, which are copper balls placed in a bafin of water, 
each ball has a hole by which the water enters it, when full it falls to the bottom ; 
which marks the hour or watch. They then ftrike on a copper-plate, fufpended by a 
knob from the center : they thus mark the watch that is pafl % and that which is be- 
ginning } at the fame^ time they beat the drum with rods : this noife is repeated at dif- 
tances, and continues all night. • 

They reckon diflances by day’s or half day’s journey : nearer diflances are judged 
by the eye, without any actual meafurement. In a country fo interfered with canals, 
rivers, and marlhes, one is obliged to make many circuits, which retard the pailage 
c*e place *9 another, let the diftance be ever fo fhort. 

Each tow® has a guard, which the inhabitants keep by turns : by this means, the 
King’s orders are carried in a fhort time all over the kingdom. Thefe kinds of guards 
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*rtd meflengers coft the ftate nothing : they even, in fome refpe&s, prevent the in- 
curficms of robbers, of whom the country is full, becaufe it is forbidden to travel in 
the night time : if any unforefeen occurrence oblige them to it, they mull carry a torch 
with them, and make ih# infdves known, or elfe they are taken up. 

The Tonquinde year is compofed of lunar months, full or not full. To agree 
with the fun, they have, from time to time, intermediate months, and years of thir- 
teen months. Thefe years are regulated by the King’s mathematicians, who are very 
ignorant : they foretel eclipfes by conjedures, and when they are miftaken, or 
announce them falfely, they are beat on the knees with a ftraw hammer ; a punifh- 
ment more difgraceful than painful. To avoid this, they often omit eclipfes in their 
calendars. Before the Europeans traded in this kingdom, thefe mathematicians 
imagined that at the time of eclipfes, a dragon was devouring the moon ; and it was 
ordered to make a great noife with pots and pans, to frighten this wild beaff, while 
the mandarins were obliged to kneel down, and fupplicate the dragon not to eat 
the moon. 

The commencement of the year is regulated by the mathematicians, and is not 
always the fame. Some reckon the new year, from the twenty fifth day of the laft 
moon, becaufe then the great feal of Hate is fhut up for a whole month, during which 
time the operation of the laws is fufpended ; all the courts of judicature are vacated ; 
debtors cannot be feized ; petty crimes, which are but few in this country, and theft, 
go unpunifhed : even the punifhment for the greateil crimes is put off to another 
lime, with the precaution of arrefting the criminal and {having his head, that he may 
be eafily known if he fhould efcape from prifon. Thefe cuftoins are very ancient 
among them, and eftablifhed, that every one forgetting all his cares, may devote himfelf 
to the pleafures that accompany the firft days of each year. 

Thefe feftivals laft thirty days, which are patted in rejoicings, vifits, and continual 
feafts. They make reciprocal prefents : and this time is very lucrative to the man- 
darins, fchool-mafters, bonzes, &c. who receive prefents from all parts. 

Thefe days of rejoicing commence by an act which fhews how fuperftitious thefe 
people are. Nobody ftirs out of his houfe the firft day, for fear of meeting with 
fome unlucky omen for the reft of the year : they even keep their doors fattened for 
the better fecurity. The fecond day, they pay vifits, and render their refpeds to' 
their luperiors : the public feftivals begin at the fame time ; but they are often 
difgraced by fecrct crimes, which fpring from a barbarous and cruel fuperftition. 
There is an abominable cuftom among the Tonquinefe of putting fome one to death 
on the firft days of the year j to accomplifh this, they poifon the fruits and poifltry 
that are brought to market. The thieves lay in anibufh to affaflinate fome patten ger : 
the one and the other conceive that thefe homicides will bring them good luck ; and 
on account of the circumftancc of the time, it is feldotn that thefe ads are enquired 
into or punilhed, although there are frequent examples of the perpetration of them. 

The moii efteemed’ amufements among the Tonquinefe at thefe times are finging 
and dancing. This is generally in the evening and often continues all night. The 
mandarins have halls appropriated to thefe amufements, which «yc moftly open to 
the public. In the villages there are finging-houfes, as they call the public halls, where 
the inhabitants affemble on the days of feftival ; and where they enjoy an entertainment 
which does not pofl'efs much parade. The adors are generally engaged for one 
night, and are four or five in number. Their drefs is fantafticfll, their fongs or 
recitals are almoft always in favour of their Kings or great men, are interfperfed with 
fome verfes of love ftories, or relative to fome adventure that interefts the diftrid. 

There 
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There are interludes of dances, always performed by women. Their inftrnments are 
trumpets, copper kettle-drums, hautboys, guitars, and different kinds of violins; 
the women are very clever at rope dancing. Another kind of dance, is a great 
favourite with them : a woman has a bafon on her head fufl of fmall lighted lamps, 
flic fliould be very active, come, go, jump, every kind of motion, regulated to mufic, 
and all this without fpilling. any of the oil. The adtors receive a rix-dollar for each 
rcprefentation, but the fpedtators generally contribute fomething. 

Cock fighting is alfo a great amufement at Tonquin, particularly at court. The 
jfcing breeds them for this purpofc, and in general they are vidtoriou*, though the 
■courtiers always bet againfl: them : a mode of making their court that impoverifhes 
them, but to which they muff conform to be well looked upon by the fovereign. 
The game cocks are lhut up feparately in cages, the flicks of which are ftrong and 
thick, through which they can fee each other, which makes them fo fpirited and en- 
raged, that they fight with furprifing fury. There are officers coinmiffioned fo take 
charge of them, and regulate the battles : thofe who have the care of the King’s 
-cocjks pay the utmoft attention to them, and are fevcrely punifhcd if fufpcdled of any 
negligence in the breeding or feeding of them. A King of Achem had the hand of one 
of his principal lords cut off to puniffi him, as he faid, for the little care he had talcen 
in feeding his cocks, which were weak, and had been beaten in a battle fought in the 
prefence of the cruel defpot. 

In general the Tonquinefe men are mean and lazy ; the beft among them would 
only exert themfelves to gratify their gluttony, if they were not forced to labour ; 
only the paffions always baneful to fociety can rouze them from their lethargy. It 
is otherwile with the women, if we except their decided inclination for the men ; they 
are more amiable, more laborious, and often poffeffed of induftry and courage. 

CHAP. VI. — Of the Food, Wines, Is’c. of the Tonquinefe , Difcafcs , Medicine , and 

Surgery. 

BOILED rice is to the Tonquinefe what bread is to us : but being prepared with- 
out fait or any other feafoning, it can be but very infipid, for which reafon they eat 
many fait and high-feafoned things, fuch as balachan, of which there are feveral 
kinds, and which lerves for anchovies : falt-filh ; a kind of fait, compofed of common 
fait, and a fmall grain, roafted and pulverized, which has an Excellent flavour, and 
water from falfed fiffi. Although in general all the fiffi of Tonquin is good, there 
are 'differences in the fpecies, as among poultry, and fea and river birds. Thefe pro- 
vifions are abundant, but it is feldom that the common people can procure them: 
their general food is rice, vegetables, and the comtnonefl finall fifh. 

* They prepare balachan, and falted water thus ; They ufe large wooden vats, or 
fmall tubs, which they partly fill with fiffi, flirimps or fmall crabs, which they pound, 
according to the kind of- balachan they would make : they put in a large quantity of 
fait and water, in equal parts ; they let the whole ferment for a month or fix weeks, 
fir ring it every day. At the end of that time, if it is falted water they would make, 
they draw off the watar which is of a deep red : if they would make balachan, they 
do not feparafe the water from the fettlement, they put the whole into earthen pots, 
whic h arc carried and fold all over the kingdom, and thefe articles are equally efteemed 
by the rich and p#a>r. 

It may be laid that in this country they eat all forts of animals, and productions of 

e earth ; even the known poifon of fomc animals does not fecure them from the tooth 
. tie Tonquinefe. 
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They efteem it a treat to eat raw fifli and beef, and the blood of animals warm 
from the veins. Pork, which is very common, fupplies the place of butcher’s mear. 
It is a great delicacy to eat fmall filh, which are ferved up alive in cups, in which they 
fwim about. Dogs, cats, field rats, the fldli of horfes and elephants, filk-worms, 
the eggs of certain ants, large white worms, found in old trees, a kind of fmall lvs?, 
calves befrn dead, are clteemed excellent food, and they ate all eaten with their (kins. 
The Tonquinefe defpile the flefh of flayed animals : they lofe nothing, nor of the fifli, 
except the excrements : they make good ragouts of their entrails, and even rediufc 
the fofter bones to a pafte, of which they make little balls. 

In the dry feafon the country is infefled with clouds of in feds, which refemble 
may-bugs : the people gather up as -many as they can, road them, reduce them to 
powder, and ufc them to give a high flavour to their food : hens’ eggs are only eaten 
no diq^ially : thole which are addled are referved for the table of the King, or great 
lords : but a great confumption takes place, of the eggsof ducks, geefe, and other birds.. 
They neither eat butter nor milk, and hold cheefe in a kind of abhorrence : they ufe 
but little oil in their cookery : they make very little of it, although the olive tree 
thrives well there : they ufe hogs’ lard to drefs the food of the rich, the greater part 
are contented with the faked water which enters into all their fauces. 

Befidcs the many vegetables and roots which abound in this country, there are many 
trees, of which they eat the young leaves, the tender branches, and the heart : thus the 
pith of the bainbob is in place of fine large afparagus, fome of which are very thick, 
and five or fix feet long : they dry them, and boil them as they want them : the pith 
of the areka tree is of an excellent flavour. A very common food is cakes made of 
flour of beans, prepared with ftrong herbs and balachan : there are different ways of 
ferving them up, they arc cut in pieces, or fried, or dried by the fire and ftnoked, 
with hog’s lard, which is the bed way : it is laid to be wholefomc : it is very cheap, 
the pound of twenty ounces only colls a halfpenny. They allb make a kind of wafer 
or fritter, with diluted clay, fugar, and fome other feafoniligs : this mull be very un- 
vvholefome, but the women are very fond of it. 

Small birds’ nefts are in as much rftqued here as in China, which not only form 
part of the mod exquilite fare, but are fuppofed to llrengthcn the domach, and to 
excite the two fexes to the propagation of their fpecies. 

In the flat country where there are no woods, they ufe flraw for cooking : it is col- 
lected into large heaps, and kept flickered from the rains and inundations. It is per- 
haps this want of wood which obliges the people to eat certain food, which is difficult 
to drefs, raw. 

Their general drink is the tea of the country, not that fine pleafant tea which is 
brought from China info Europe : that kind does not grow in Tonquin : it is another 
kind of coarfe tea, which they call chiabang, which has a fliarp fade, but which very 
much quenches the third : they ufe alfo many other kinds^ of leaves, barks, even 
wood, a piece of which may be boiled in different waters for feven or eight days, and 
preferve its quality, this drink dries up the domach, being too adnngent, ami too much 
liadens digeftion : it is fo fliarp that it gives the itch, if often ufod»: a very common 
difeafe in Tonquin^ as well as ring-worms. The great ufc the tea of China more for- 
falhion than for its navour. \ 

From rice they extract a liquor much edeemed throughout the pad, and known 
in Europe by the name of arrack j it is either obtained by fermentation as in China, or 
by didillation. 


8 


The 
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The Chinefe wine drawn from rice by fermentation is of fevei'al kinds. That 
called mandarin wine is very good, of a yellow colour : it is left to ferment a long 
time in earthem vats’ ; they put fome wholefome fimples into it, and even, as it is faid, 
a lamb juft yeaned, which they reduce to a kind of liquid pafte. When this wine is 
drawn off, they put it into bottles that hold about a pint, and it may be kept for ages 
without lofing any of its It fells very dear at Tonquin, where it is brought 

from China : it is very ftrong, of no very pleafant tafte, and pleafes the Tartars more 
than it does the Chinefe. The Tonqumefe only ufe it at feafts, and as a debauch. 

All the things above mentioned are fold every where at regulaf markets, held every 
five days. 

As the common people, are very gluttonous, , they only think of cramming their 
ftomachs : they will not anfwer any queftion while eating ; they feem to fear that the 
time it would take them to fpeak, would take from their pleafure, and their {hare of 
the food : they eat prodigioufly, but do not drink in proportion, not even tft their 
feafts, and feldom go to exccfs in ftrong liquors. It is not fo at court, and among 
the military ; the greateft drinker there paffes for the braveft man. 

The great and rich take three meals a-day, without including a flight collation in 
the courfe of the afternoon. The common people have no regular hours, they^cai 
when their labour will allow them, and they have wherewithal. 

In all climates there are difeafes peculiar to every country ; as there arc fome to 
which they arc ftrangers, or fo rare that they are fcarcely known. The apoplexy, 
pleurify, the plague, fuch as is known in Europe, are never experienced in Tonquin. 
The moll common difeafes are fevers, dyfenteries, yellow-jaundice, and the linall- 
pox ; there are fome peculiar to the climate, from the excefs of heat, and their food 
which atts more on fome habits than on others. 

Leprofy is fo common, that in many places there are pieces of land affigned where 
thofe attacked by it muft reflde : they are {hut out from lociety : it is even lawful to 
kill them, if they enter cities or towns. This diforder is dreadful *, it eats away 
the extremities of the hands and feet in fuch a manner, that after a certain time 
thofe afflicted with it entirely lofe their fingers* and toes : they yet may live long in 
this ftate, and tranfmit the difeafe to their children, for they are obliged to allow them 
to marry : their blood becomes fo hot, fo {harp, that the want of the commerce of 
fex would drive them mad if it was not freely permitted them. 

The bad wind is another diforder unknown to us. The wind, or hidden impreilion 
of a cold air, charged with local exhalations, fuddenly congeals the blood, and 
inrtantly kills many ; others are only benumbed in fome of their limbs t moll often 
the mouth is deformed, and turned as in a paralytic ftroke. When the effett is 
flight, it may be cured by rubhing : they have fpecific remedies, if they are admi- 
niftered in time. 

Women in labour are fubje& to a revolution in the blood, which ftifles them in a 
moment, or renders them infirm for life ; thofe thus attacked generally become 
barren. Children are liable to dangerous obftru&ions, which {hut up all natural eva- 
cuations, and kill* a great many. The ufual remedy for this is a cataplafin, compofed 

« 

• This <3 ;r ordi*r is well known in the Well India iflands, under the name of yatvs ; it is there almoft 
entirely confined to the negroes, who are in general put in a hut at a diftance from any habitation, where 
they arc left to nature, to recover or periih. If a white perfon-is known to have it, evcivif he- recovers, 
he is difgraced, and held in contempt for ever* from a fuppofitiotttfcatrhe mufb have made* too- free with 
the moft wretched ciafs of the blacks,— T r. 

of 
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of a drug called coakroch and roafted onions, applied to the navel, and which gives 
fpeedy relief. 

Although their medical men are numerous, they cannot be ftid to pofiefs much 
ability, and are ignorant of the conftruftion of the human frame, for they never even 
dream of anatomy. They however gather fome information from Chinefe books, in 
which they learn to prepare drugs, herbs and roots. T have old books on medi- 
cine, in which all the parts of the body are reprefentedT” which fhews that formerly 
they had fome idea of anatomy : but their prefent practice (hows, they never ftudy 
thefe figures, not even in cafes where they might be of fervice. The Chinefe doftors 
are much more efteemed, and generally make their fortunes in Tonquin, with which 
they retire to their own country. Surgery is even inferipr to medicine with them : 
they know nothing of curing diflocations, or fractures, on thefe occafions they only 
ufe certain herbs, of which they make cataplafms, which fom’etimes have wonderful 
fuccefs. They have another which confifts in reducing the raw bones of a fowl to 
powder, of which they make a pafte, and apply it to the part aft'eded, and which paifes 
for a fovereign remedy. They feldom bleed, and their method is not like ours : they 
bleed on the forehead, with a fifh’s bone, which is applied to a vein : they ftrike it 
with the finger, and it enters : it is in the fame fhape as the fleam of our farriers. 

The chief and moil difficult operation in moft difeafes is fire : the manner they apply 
it deferves notice. They ufe the leaf of a tree well dried, which they beat in a mortar, 
and afterwards flightly moiften with diluted lndian-ink ; they divide it into pieces the 
lize of a farthing, w hich they apply to different parts of the body ; they then fet fire 
to them with lighted paper. Cupping is very frequent. Glyfters are never ufed : they 
feldom ufe purgatives. The doctors pretend to know fpecific fimples for each particu- 
lar diford er. 

The waters in Tonquin are in general unwholefome, and in the rainy and hot feafons 
caufe, if not epidemic diforders, at leaf!: great inconveniencies ; and no where fo much 
as in the mountainous and woody country. The natural inhabitants of thefe provinces 
however do not feem to be fo much affefted by them as ftrangers, or thofe from the 
level country, who feldom efcape their ill qualities. The natives are attacked by 
fchirrhus, and have one leg larger than another. Thefe infirmities may alfo be attri- 
buted to the quality of the air in thefe forefts, which the exhalations that it is loaded 
with renders heavy. Strangers who vifit thofe diitriils, find themfelves feized with 
a drowfinefs they find it difficult to fhake off. 

The fummer heats almoft always bring with them epidemic difeafes which kill mul- 
titudes ; whole towns are fuddenly depopulated ; though more fatal to the men than 
the women. The rains, added to the heat of the air, prevent the men from their ufual 
exertions ; this inaction becomes fatal to them. The women on the contrary, who a^e 
nearly always occupied with the fame domeftic labours, and confequently always m 
action, are not fo liable to them. 

Towards the month of September the difeafes ceafe, the air changes, and becomes 
more healthy, as a dry air fucceeds to humidity. Winter in this country is the moft 
wholefome and pleafant time ; it may be compared, to the fineft European fpring. 

Notwithftanding the difeafes incident to this country, and the intempepature of fum- 
mer, there are many more vigorous old people to be feen and fubjetd to 4jiwer incon- 
veniences of their age, than in the greateft part of Europe ; but more among the 
people, than among thofe of a higher rank. 
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CHAP. VII. — Funeral Ceremonies of the different Ranks : — Funeral Preparations : — * 

Piety towards the Dead. 

THE Tonquincfe are guided in their funeral ceremonies by a kind of ritual, which 
they originally derived fro lina, and which they obferve to the letter. The prin- 
ciple of their conduct, in tflife circutnftances, is the maxim of Confucius, fo celebrated 
among them : “ they fhould pay the fame refpeft to the dead, as to the living,” or, 
“ we fhould efteem the abfent a:» well as the prefent.” 

. They believe that children in the womb atfc only animated by the fouls of infants 
that died before they are arrived at the age of reafon : but that the fouls of men 
become fo many genii capable of good or evil ; but who would be always wandering 
and lubjedl to all kind;’ of wants, if the affiftance of their families did not help them 
to fubfift ; or if, according to their own difpofitions, they did not procure themfelves 
all they wanted, by the milchief they occafioned or the good they did. They do not 
fay what become of thefe fouls when their families ceafe to provide for them, nor for 
how long they are to pay them thefe attentions. 

However they obferve with the greateft nicety, the day, hour and moment that a 
perfon expires ; and at the moment they think to be their laft, they put a handkerchief 
over their face, which after the laft figh they fold up, faying that the foul is attached 
to it. If the perfon dies on the fame day that their father or neareft relation was born, 
they confider it as an ill omen for their heirs and pofterity : in this cafe the body is not 
interred before the diviners and minifters of their religion have been confulted, in 
order to choofe a favourable day for that ceremony, to avert whatever might be evil 
in the time of their death. 

Several months, and even years, fometimes occur, before they receive a favourable 
anfwer, and until they do, the coffin is ffiuf up in a part of the houfc, fet apart 
for that purpofe, or in a hut built for the occafion ; it is placed on four ports planted 
to fuftain it. 

Thefe ceremonies, however, only cxift among the great and rich, who are more 
attached to life than the common people, who could not be at the expcnce of fo long 
a delay, and therefore bury the body twelve or fifteen days after death. 

They make a diftin&ion of fex in the manner of burying the bodies. The men 
are clothed in feven of their beft habits ; the women in nine ; they put pieces of gold 
and filver, and pearl-feed in their mouths, to keep them from want in a new life. The 
coffin is decked within with filk fluffs, more or lefs coftly ; the body is placed in it, the 
face upwards, the head placed on a kind of pafte, fo as to keep it immoveable. The 
reft of the coffin is entirely filled with the fineft rice. It is afterwards doled. They 
ufe no nails to put it together, but caulk it with a kind of tenacious cement, and cover 
it with varnifh. 

With thefe precautions, the air having no action on the corpfe, it is not furprizing 
that they can keep the\n for l'everal years in the houfe, without any difagreeable finell 
from corruption. .All the time it remains there, the eldelt fon fhould lie at the foot of 
the coffin, offer up to it facrifices of whole animals and incenfe. This is an indif- 
penfable dp.ty, from which no one can be exempt, without a crime. 

When me day of interment arrives, the relations and friends afiemble in moumin 
that is, in a robe of coarfe white cotton linen. The chief mourner is girt with a cor_, 
the head furrounded with a band of ftraw, inftead of a bonnet : they have all flicks in 
their hands, on which they lean, like people ready to fink beneath the weight of their 

grief. 
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grief. The women and girls have their head and face covered with a piece of linen 
which conceals them from fight. The body of the deceafed is carried by twenty or 
thirty people, with gravity, flownefs, and the greateft care, that it may not lean more to 
one fide than another ; that it may preferve the mod perfect equilibrium, a cup full of 
water is put on the bier ; if not a drop is fpilt they look on it as a good omen, and the 
bearers are rewarded. * 

The whole affembly precede, or follow the body ; genuflexions, proftrations, cries 
and groans, are regelated by a mailer of the ceremonies, at whofe fignal every thing 
is executed in the greateft order. Meiyind women are heard at the fame time : feme 
call on the dead as hufband, fome as fmher, benefactor, friend, and relation ; every 
one praifes him according to the title he is claimed by ; this funeral concert fi nifties by 
the fame fignal, and the proceflion continues its way in filence. ^From time to time they 
flop, and go through the fame ceremonies. During the march the eldcft fon lies 
down and Jets the body pafs over him, which is efteemed the greateft mark of filial 
refpcCt, 

The whole is preceded by different inftruments of mufic ; they carry banners 
loaded with different inferiptions in praife of the deceafed ; one of the chief articles of 
the proceflion is the handkerchief in which they believe they have received the foul, 
which is carefully carried to the place of burial, and is afterwards brought back to the 
houfe, where it is placed on a tablet, deftined for that foie ufe. Thefe tablets are one 
foot and a half in height, and fix inches wide, rounded on the top, the names and fur* 
names of the deceafed, whofe foul is fuppofed to be preferved there, are written 
on it. 

In this ceremony, thofe who are rich, prefent all kinds of animals, and even palaces 
with their furniture : the whole being of gilt paper ; a certain proportion of them is 
burnt from time to time. Befides thefe offerings, there are many tables loaded with 
real provifions, in fuch quantity that it is requifite to have ladders to reach them ; 
thefe are given up to the people that follow the proceflion. When the body is 
depofited in the fepulchre, the affembly returns to the houfe, and the ceremony 
concludes with a great feaft, in which they drink in honour of the deceafed, often to 
intoxication. 

A long time before their death, they are anxious in choofing the place where they will 
be buried ; and this }s no inconsiderable matter with them, becaufe they confider the 
choice may influence the happinefs or misfortune of their defendants. This place is not, 
as in China, fixed on mountains ; but every one has in his village or native place his 
place of burial in the midft of fome cultivated field ; on this they erett a hut, round which 
the ground is dug up every year, to prevent the grafs or weeds from growing. However 
thefe attentions do not continue from generation to generation, becaufe in the long run, 
the dead would leave no fpace for the living to refidc on, nor land to draw their fubfiftence 
from. The refpeft paid to fepulchres, which it is forbidden to violate under pain of 
death, has its bounds. Some of the great, anxious to perpetuate their tnpmory, build 
vaults, in which they have their bodies depofited ; fome even buifd temples for this pur- 
pofe, and aflign revenues to minifters to attend them ; but thefe are*but very few. This 
great refpeft paid to tombs feldom Iafts more than three years, that is the time preferibed 
for mourning, when they take up the body, and the bones arc placed in a-fmall coffin, 
which is interred elfewhere. If it fhould happen that the flefh has been preferved all that 
time, they imagine that the deceafed was a bad man, who has tonnentecl the living, and has 
©nly preferved himfelf in thatfrefh ftate at their expence. If the flefh is entirely confumed, 
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and nothing remains but the dry bones, they augur well from it, both as to the me- 
mory of thedeceafed, and the honour of his family. 


CHAP. VIII. — Religious Cufloms. — Scft of Bout , or of Idols. — Sefl of Magicians. — 
Soft of the Learned % — Peculiar Superjlitions. — Sages or Philosophers. 

IF by the term religion be underltood thofe fuperftitious practices, which are the 
objeft of veneration and attachment of the ignorant multitude, there is no where more 
than in Tonquin ; but as the objefts themfelv^are continually changing, and what has 
been the fubjeft of public worlhip at one tim® is quite forgotten, and even defpifed 
foon, and as there is no liability in what the people call their religion, it may be faid, 
ftridtly fppaking, that they have none, and that they only pafs from one fuperflition to 
another, which is in favour for a time, by the interelt forne prieft, magician or bonze 
may take in it, * provided he Hands well with the people, and has addrefs^ enough to 
iinpofc on them. 

Neverthelefs the foundation of the religious laws and fuperftitions of Tonquin come 
from China, and as in that empire, there are three kinds of religions or predominating 
fuperftitions ; that of Bout or the idolatry of Fo ; that of Lanzo, or the magicians j and 
the fed of the literati, which is the fame with that of Confucius in China. 

The religion of the ftate, and of the people, is the worlhip of idols, the rnoft 
ancient and beft known origin of which, relates to Fo, or Thanphat. The Chova, or 
general of the forces of the kingdom, in whole perfon refides all the power of the 
feeptre, piques himfelf on fupporting it ; while the Dova, or him who has the title of 
King or Emperor without power, is the head of the religion of the literati, or the 
worlhip they render heaven, or the fupreme being. 

In each borough or Xa, there Ihould be a temple of idols. Their edifices are more 
or lefs confiderable, according to the riches of the country : in general they are 
much neglc&ed, and rcfcmble a kind of Hied open on all Tides, in which are fome idols, 
either hanging up, or placed on tables without any ornament. Each of thefe temples 
has its guardian, who enjoys the lands and revenue attached to the houfe of the idol he 
ferves ; every individual is obliged to give him every month a certain quantity of rice, 
and a f tnall fum of money. 

The principal temples are built with more expence, fome of them have towers, and 
kinds of fteeples : . thefe being better founded, are fufficient to maintain different com- 
munities of bonzes, who live together, and wear a habit like the inhabitants of the 
country, the colour being of a grey white. They are obliged to lhave their heads, and 
to maintain their chaftity ; they are forbid to eat any thing that has had life, to drink 
wine, or any intoxicating liquor j they abftain from onions, and from all plants or roots 
of a ftrong lcent : at certain hours they repeat in common, prayers in a language they 
fcarcely underftand : their chief or fuperior Ihould be a graduated literati. They per- 
form none qf the functions of priefthood ; their employment confifts in attending the 
pagodas, or temples o‘f idols, and adminiftering medicine to the people. The greater 
part fubfift on alms. There are alfo focieties of nuns, who live retired in their cloifters, 
which they never leave, except to perform on fome inftrument at funerals j they have 
not the reputation of being the chafteft women in the country. 

The character of all thefe bonzes is that of being very humane ; they are neither 
intolerant, nor perfecutors ; they have no averfion to the Chriftian religion, and do not 
approve of troubling of nor punifhing thofe who embrace it. They pretend that Fo 

and 
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and Jefus Chrift Were brothers ; the former the eldeft, and the latter the youngeft, 
who, through ambition, wilhing to rife above his elder brother, was by his orders nailed 
to the crofs ; that notwith (tan ding the difgrace of his death, it i» right to honour him, 
but without prejudice to the worlhip that ought to be paid to his elder brother Fo. Such 
is the idea of the divine author of the Chriftian religion. 

The worlhip of all thefe idols confifts in facrifices, wreftling, comedies and feafts. 
On the day of ceremony , prizes are propofed for wreftling : thofe who enter the 
lifts ftrip off their habits, and gird their loins with a whole piece of linen, which 
they bind fo tight that they afford no hold to their adverfary. The two champions 
employ every ilraiagem to furprize aiW throw each other: they entwine their arms 
and legs, they clafp the body, raife one another from the ground, bend half over, and 
him they already think vanquilhed recommences with frern vigour ; every part of the 
body labours,, and ufes the utmoft exertions, but they never ftiike one another. Their 
combats have more of art than violence in them, and are therefore the more intereft- 
ing to a people by no means fanguinary. Moft of thefe wreftlers have no other means 
of gaining a living. 

lo fupply the neceffary expences for building and repairing thefe temples, main- 
taining the minifters and guardians, and the charges of the facrifices, a capitation is 
impofed, which tfie people are obliged to pay, under heavy penalties. To make this 
burthen more fupportable to the people, they are entertained with pretended miracles, 
cures performed by the power of thefe gods, and their frequently appearing ; but they 
are more feared than beloved, becaufe in general they believe that they do more 
mifcMef than good, and that they have more evils to dread from them than favours 
to expeft. 

Without prejudice to the worlhip of Fo, generally eftablilhed, every city or town 
makes choice of a tutelar divinity or patron : there are ancient and modern ones, and 
they change them whenever they think proper. They have alfo donieltic gods, after 
the example of the Chinefe territorial gods, who prefide over the boundaries of eftates j 
fpirits who prefide over mountains, fire-places, doors, &c. 

In regard to the fe£t of Lanzo, or the magicians, they have no kind of eftablilhed 
worlhip ; all who profefs it are its public minifters, as afpire to be fo. It feems to 
have no other origin, than the intereft of thofe who exercife it, and the credulous 
fupcrftition of thole who hope to derive advantage from it, or fome particular know- 
ledge. It may therefore be lei’s confidered as forming a part of religion, pro- 
perly fo called, than as an effect of blind fuperllition. 

It has neverthelefs acquired the confideration of the great, and the refpedt of the 
vulgar. Its chiefs are confulted on important occafions, and their anfwers pafs for 
holy infpirations. 

This fedl acknowledges for its founder, one Lao-kun, a native of China, whom they 
fay was eighty years in his mother’s womb, and at length tore his own way into the world. 
The head of tnis fe£t refides in China : every three years, he is obliged to come and 
pay his homage to the reigning Emperor, who generally advances a few ftdps to receive 
him, an honour bellowed on no other grandee of his empire. The Chinefe fay that 
the philofopher Lao-kun, was born about fifty-two years before Confucius ; .his doc- 
trine is a mixture of that of Fo, and fomc abfurd fuperftitions added to jt : it has for 
a long time been negle&ed in China, but under the dynally of the Tangs, which lalted 
from 618 of our era to 907, thefe fuperftitions were in fuch efteem*, that the minifters 
of them were called Tiea-ffee, (celeftial doctors). 
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The fe£t of the literati, or Confucius, is with reafon confidered as the nobleft and 
moft rational of all thofe known in the Eaft : it is compofed of the greateft and moft 
illuftriouS perfons of* the ftate, the magiftratcs or mandareens of different orders, and 
all the learned men. The do&rine it prefcribes is contained in the books of Confucius, 
who is looked upon in Tonquin as the moft enlightened man that ever appeared, and 
whofe precepts they make an honour of following, as well as the rules of conduct he 
has laid down, and the ceremonies he eftabiifhed ; and n<f place of honour and autho- 
rity is obtained in this country without being verfed in his writings. This is in a few 
words the idea they have of his origin, perfon and dodrine. 

The Tonquinefe give him the name of Ong-khou. He lived more than 550 years 
before the Chriftfan era. It does not appear that in his time the worlhip of idols was 
eftabiifhed in China, as no mention is made of them in his writings. Although 
morality was not then at that perfe&ion to which he afterwards brought it, there had 
been, long before him, fages, whofe maxims he collected, explained, and formed from 
them a moral code, adding what fuited the circumftances of the time. He eftabiifhed 
the practice of it, teaching it publickly, and forming difciples, whofeconded him in the 
project he had formed of reforming the manners, and bringing them to their primitive 
purity. His doftrine appeared too fevere in his time, and brought on him perl'ecutions 
which he endured with courage, never lofing fight of the reftoratiQn of morals. He 
died in thefe fentiments, and left to his difciples the care of perfecting the work he 
had begun. 

The different religious feds eftabiifhed in Tonquin caufe no divifion in families, and 
have never excited the leaft difturbance in the ftate. Every one in the fame famity is of 
what fed he pleafes. It is even common to find perfons attached to them all, and fol- 
lowing their different cuftoms. The literati themfelves, who profefs to difpife the idols, 
fometime affift at the ceremonies of the bonzes, and it is not uncommon to fee the* 
fame perfon go to the temples of the idols, the halls of Confucius, and have recourfe 
to diviners and magicians in times of ficknefs. 

Befides thefe three principal feds, there is that of the fafters, or real partifans of the 
metempfyeofis, who, though not bonzes, eat nothing that has had life ; there are not 
however many of this fed in Tonquin, the Tonquinefe having an averfion to even the 
appearance of fafting, which is why there are fo few focieties of bonzes among them. 

They have alfo fome fages, who may be compared to thofe eminent men, who once 
ornamented Greece : they profefs to be attached to virtue, and to live like true philo- 
fophers ; they fay they love virtue for herfelf, and without any view to their own inte- 
refts, nor any reward, prefent or future. 

Among their religious cuftoms may alfo be claffed a number of fuperftitions pre- 
valent at Tonquin, more efpecially among the people. For example, they give their 
children horrid names, that the evil Genii may be afraid of them, and not hurt them ; 
they change thefe names when they think the children are ftrong enough not to any 
longer fear ( the evil fpirits : they le f fix or feven tufts of their hair grow of different 
fizes in honour of their idols. At the commencement of the year they fet up fright- 
ful figures at their doors, to frighten the devils and prevent their entering ; for the fame 
reafon they even expofe infamous ones. Always watching for good and bad days, 
thqy are in-continual apprehenfion of making miftakes. At a general review of the 
troops, they difeharge all the artillery and mufketry, to put to flight all fpirits evil-dif- 
pofed to the happinefs and tranquillity of the ftate. There are many other cuftoms 
equally abfurd, which may be eftimated by thofe juft mentioned. 
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CHAP. IX. — Sciences. — Arts and Trades. — Fijhcries. 

ALL the fciences of Tonquin, as well as in China, are ftudied in the works of 
Confucius and his commentators, or interpreters : they treat of different fyftems of 
morality, fome of mathematics, phyfics and aflronomy, the knowledge of the laws, 
and the hiftory of the country. 

Nothing can be more imperfett than their geographical and aftronomical fciences : 
their attachment to their ancient cufloms prevents any great progrefs in thofe branches. 
Their hiftory is confined to what has happened in their own country. The compilers 
of the public annals, who labour by the King’s command, would be punifhed with 
death, if they introduced any fafts relative to the hiftory of foreign countries. , But they 
are perfectly acquainted with the morals of Confucius, their own hiftory, the laws and 
cuftoms of the kingdom. 

Knowledge is in great eftimation in Tonquin ; becaufe it is the only road to honour ; 
and the learned men are confidered as the only nobles of the country. They muff 
pafs through different degrees to attain the height they afpire to, the offices and 
dignities of the kingdom, which are the recompence of literary merit. 

The firft degree, is that of fmgdo, which anfwers to batchelor j the fecond is hung- 
cong, or licentiate, the third tuncy, or do&or. The president of fciences is chofen 
from the moft able do&ors, under the name of trangivin. Every one in his province 
may b| admitted to the firft degree ; it is even eafily obtained, even by proxy ; but 
there is more difficulty to procure the fecond ; every one is perfonally obliged to fatil- 
fadtorily comply with the required conditions : the third degree is only attainable by 
intrinfic merit, and the proof is moft ft rift. 

They can only be admitted as doctor, in the royal city, and in prefence of the King, 
in a general affembly of all the candidates, which is only held once in three years. A 
fingle fault in the examination excludes the candidate ; thus though thofe who prefent 
themfelves for the dodtor’s degree generally amount to fome thoufands, feldom more 
than eight or ten are admitted. Such is the attention paid in choofmg perfons to fill 
the firft dignities of the ftate, and who are confidered as its fupport. 

Corruption, partiality, and the paflions, which are fuch ftrong parties in every 
concern in *he kingdpm, here give way to the love of order and juftice. Nor is it to 
be wondered at, the penalty of death being pronounced againft thofe examining 
mandarins, who fhould fuffer themfelves to be corrupted by bribes, or any other 
means, and more than one example proves that this fevere law is put in execution. 

All the fruit, for the trouble taken to attain the offices and dignities of the ftate, 
is confined to the perfon who enjoys it. The honours expire with him who has 
pofleffed them. The immediate heirs of the firft perfons in the ftate have no other 
diftindfion than being exempt from taxes and public charges ; an advantage which does 
not defcend to their children, who return to the common order, unlets they raife 
themfelves from it by their perfonal merit, as did their grandfathers. This cuftom 
tends to preferve equality among all the fubjedts of the ftate, whercfthere is no other 
nobility than what diftinguiffied and perfonal qualities beftow. • 

Every one is not allowed to ftudy mathematics : who ever without an exprqfs licence 
fhould ftudy them, would be fufpedted of confpiring againft the ftate, becaufe they 
believe that Heaven prefides over kingdoms, and difpofes of the fate of Kings, and 
that mathematics is the fcience of the fecrets of heaven ; therefore the King choofes 
his mathematicians from among the do&ors of the firft rank. 

ii 
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It is only fince they have been vifited by Europeans, that they have had any 
idea of foreign nations, and that they have believed that other continents and nations 
than thole immediately bordering on the frontiers of their kingdom exifted. They 
have no diflinct notion of the diflribution of the globe into fea and land, nor of the 
different parts of the world. 

In mentioning the difeafes of Tonquin and the method of treating them, we have 
fhewn the ftate of medicine and furgery in that kingdom : but it may be further ob- 
ferved, that every one is at liberty to follow thofe profellions, and form pupils, without 
having undergone any examination, and without being obliged to pay any tax. But 
fome who with to acquire reputation and practice, take out a kind of diploma, by 
' undergoing an examination »before officers appointed for that purpofe. This exami- 
nation chiefly confifts iq knowing if the candidate can diftinguilh the plants he employs 
for the cure of difeafes, the one from the other, even when cut up, and mixed confufedly 
together. They alfo make them prove on themfelves the virtues of their boafled 
remedies, doubtlefs to afcertain that there is nothing baneful in them. When a 
rich man is ill it is cuftomary to propofe a reward to whoever cures him ; doctors 
and furgeons croud around him ; each in his turn gives him medicines, which arc 
immediately paid for : and the reward is given to him, whofe medicine has been found 
to have operated a confiderable alteration in the patient : they often fucceed. What 
is moil furprizing is, that thefe multiplied medicines do not increafc or fix the diforder : 
they cannot be dangerous, and their compofition muff be very fimple. The dottor to 
Whom they attribute the cure acquires great reputation ; and yet thofe of the fame 
profeffion who have been confulted with him entertain no jealoufy. * 

There are a few painters in Tonquin, who are employed to decorate the temples 
and diftinguilhed houfes, but their art is ftill uncouth ; yet feveral of them Ihcw 
marks of genius, which under able mailers might Ihinc with luftrc. Sculpture is 
confined to carving a few rude ftatues of idols, mofl of which are merely figures of 
invention, and intended to reprefent Genii, under frightful forms : it feems that the 
greatefl perfection lies in making them as horrible and fantaftic as poffible. Engrav- 
ing is unknown to them : but they pofiefs the art of printing. There are few other 
arts or trades in Tonquin. 

They do not know how to build {hips : they have fcarcely any idea of navigation, 
becaufe they are forbidden to leave their country ; but they excel in building all kinds 
of boats ; mofl of them are decked, except thofe ufed for fifhing : they have an aftonifh- 
ing,neat light boat, which they keep in their houfes, and during the inundations it 
lerves them to pafs from one place to another. 

In Tonquin every trade is carried on that is abfolutely neceflary for the wants of 
life ; and they carry on too much trade with China not to imitate them in many 
things ; but they invent nothing, and have never thought of improving any one branch 
of their induftry. Every trade is executed with the fimplefl tools, and yet with the 
greatefl eafc. A carpenter or joiner contains all his implements in a bamboo, except 
his axe, which is very narrow : there are blackfmiths, gold and filver fmiths, and they 
alfo work in copper; they work amazingly cheap : there are potteries every where ; they 
all know how to make gunpowder : almofl all the women can fabricate linen and 
iilk ftuflj. *■’ There are fome other profellions, which will be mentioned when we treat 
■of their internal commerce. What employs the greatefl part of the people is fifhing, 
•a kind of neceflary trade for their daily fubfiflcnce : their manner of fifhing varies much. 
.On the banks of thofe rivers where the tide flows, they eredt light open hurdles •: 
each boat places feveral : high water covers them, the fifh which come up with the 
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CHAP. X. — Interior and External Commerce : — Monty t ^ 'Price of Gold and Silver 

THE Chinefe bring fimples for the ufe of medicine to Tonquin, the country not 
producing fuffiaent, while in the vaft extent of China, every tiling of that kind is found in 
abundance. Befides the Chinefe being, as we have laid, efiteemed ,tfie irtoft fkiiful do&ors 
of all this part of the Eaft, they poffefs the entire confidence of thofe who are able to 
pay them, and ‘who have raoft credit. A Tonquinele mandarin, feeing how much 
this one branch of commerce was prejudicial to his country, formed a code of practical 
medicine, in which he taught how to cure all difeai'es, with the- herbs and drugs which 
were to be found in Tonquin only. His work was approved of by the court ; but the 
cuftoin of ufing Chinefe remfedies prevailed, and his receipts are only ufed, when, there 
arc no means of doing otherwife. . 

Befides drugs, the Chinefe bring tea, that of the country being.acrid, coarfe, and uii- 
worthy of the name : porcelain, which only confifts in a kind of cups and faucers : filk 
fluffs ; for though filk is more common in Tonquin than in China, they do not fab mate 
fuch rich and beautiful filks : different kinds of linens : fugar in powder, and candid : 
wheat and barley flour; if they bring it in grain, they take care to dry.it, fo as to kill 
the germ, and prevent its bring fown ; for it would grow very well in the elevated . 
parts- of Tonquin, if they knew how to cultivate it : iron and copper kitchen uterifils.r 
Iron, that of Tonquin being brittle, becaufe it is badly made, and very little fit 
for fine works: fpices, fuch as pepper, cloves, nutmegs, cinnamon, and different 
dried preferves : hemp and flax ; thefe articles being fo fcarce in Tonquin, that they 
are obliged to make their nets of filk : wax and cotton : glafs ware, iron ware, final! 
looking glaffes, telefcopes, white glafs bottles, glafs or pafle beads ; for the Chinefe 
imitate glafs with r pafle that has all the appearance of it. 

The Chinefe alfo pradife feveral arts and trades at Tonquin, in which they will not 
inftrud the natives, that they may not be able to do without them. It is they that 
explore and work the mines, as well as melt, the gold, filver, and copper they obtain 
from them : they print the fineft books, and engrave the plates. Cunning and avari- 
cious, they employ every, artifice to keep up their credit in Tonquin ; they colleague 
together, and all at once flop bringing any merchandize that may be in demand, and 
only bring a fupply when they are fure they may iucreafe the price, according to the 
demand for it. 

, The Chinefe in Tonquin retain their national drefs, and till their culloms : they arrive 
by fea and land, but raoft are from the provinces of Fokien and Canton : fome alfo 
come from the ifland of' Ilaynam and Batavia. Thefe, befides the general merchan- 
dife above-mentioned, bring great quantities of tanned cx hides, or buffalo hides, 
which are in great demand, leather being Very fcarce, as they eat almoft all animals 
with their (kin, and what they dp make being of very bad quality : woffflen fluffs 
fcnd cloths, which are in much efteem painted linens of India 1 broad linen and 
cotton clothe. All the. merchandifcs of Europe are in great demand ; cutlery, clocks, 
foaps, ointments, engravings of prints, fell immediately. In trading with this country, 
things of general r ufe, low' price, and eafy Tale, are preferable to valuable goods, 
v which would 'fall to" the fhapfe of the mandarins, or wives or officers of the. King, 

, by whom they wofljd find it difficult to get paid, even after they had fet their own 

price on them. * ♦ , * . . 

As foon as a veffol arrives off the mouth of the river, intelligence is lent to. court, 
from whence a detachment of troops is font to watch it, but as it is fome time before 
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jthis detateliliSBlftt amves, they profit by the interval to land goods, and to conceal from 
jhe foldiers feme .of the moil valuable. 

Tihe Chinefe vteffels are allowed to go up as far as the camp of the governors of 
provinces,' or to the chief cities and towns ; the greater part even afeend to the capital 
of the province of the; South, one of the largeft and belt peopled cities in the kingdom. 
The Engiifh veffels have no longer that advantage ; they are obliged to remain five 
or fix leagues from the mouth or the river in the open fea. From their fettlement at 
Tonquin till 1730, or thereabouts, they as -well as the Chinefe afeended as high as 
the capital of the province of the South ; but an Engiifh captain having ftnugglcd fVme 
copper, the King gave orders' to feize his fhip v The captain being informed of it, 
weighed anchor immediately to drop down the river : arny?d gallics were fent to attack 
him ; the river was barricadoed by a multitude of boats full of foldiers ; even flakes 
were driven with a view of Hopping of him, but his men food cut them down, a few 
cannon fliot deftroyed fome of their galleys, and killed feveral on board others, fo that 
they could only follow him at a diftance, as far as the fea, where he more boldfy infill ted 
them, and then let fail. 

This contempt of the King’s orders caufed an interruption of the Ehglllh trade 
for ten or twelve years, and it was not refumed till about 1742, by their fubmitting to 
the laws of the country, which forbid ftrangers from lelling or landing goods, before 
they have obtained pcrmiflion, and paid certain fees. 

They have no other money than What is of copper of a round form, without any 
impreffion, but merely four characters which mention the name of the King. This 
money has a fquare hole in the center, for the convenience of bringing them together. 
They are divided by fixty, which make a mafs; ten maffes make a quan, or about 
the value of half a crown of our money. A quan weighs four or five pounds $ it may 
therefore be judged how troublefome a large fum muft be. This money is badly 
(truck •, and lofes its value when the character becomes defaced : which caufes a real 
and inevitable lofs to the merchants : nor has it any fixed value ; it encreafes or dimi- 
rftfhes, at the pleafure of the court. They receive it alfo from China, which pafles as 
current as that coined in the country. 

From this it may be feen, that gold and filver are not ufed as money in Tonquin ; 
but it enters into their trade, and metals are fold or exchanged by weight; they are 
only ufed in large purchafes, or as prefents to the King or mandarins. The few pieces 
of coined gold or filver which circulate m trade, are brought from Japan, by the 
Chinefe, Dutch, and Englifh. Not that Tonquin does not poffefs mines of gold, * 
the rivers of the country bring it down with their land. Some are employed in finding 
it in a kind oMitches, into which they purpofely turn the courfc of the water, and 
find gold at the depth, of five of fix feet in the, funds. They, find bill more in the clefts 
of the rocks, and the ftreams of fprings which ilTue from them, which indicates mines 
not yet di (covered : there are even diftrifts where gold lhould be very plentiful, fince 
they there breed duck’s, merely for the profit of the gold they extrafl; from their 
excrements. There are, befides, mines that are open, but which are only worked 
by the Chinefe ; and as no one in Tonquin is acquainted with their procefs, they 
only account for what they think proper ; neverthelefs the natives of, the country 
therrrfelves dig and work mines of copper, iron, and lead, but they, are not: 
fufficiently acquainted with the metallurgy to feparatc the precious metals that 
maybe mixed with. them. The gold and filver which -come from their miner;, 
are melted- intef fmall ingots or bars, each weighing ten ounces, equal to twelve 
of ours. ■ ’ 
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The ounce of filver is eftimated in the country at (he value of four tend two-pence^ 
thus the bar is worth two pound one and eight pence. Gold is . worth 1 from onet 
pound to one pound five per ounce. This gold, as well as the filver* is of high* re- - 
pute, at leaft in the market, where.it increafes or dimiaiihes in price according to the 
demand for it. •• 

As they make confiderable prefents of thefe bars to the King, and mandarins, who 
know nothing of the intrinfic value of metals, and only judge of the prefent. by its 
bulk, and the price by its appearance, there are goldfmiths who- make bars for that 
purpofe, fo as to contain one-third of alloy ; for which reafon th'e merchants prefer 
giving gold or filver bars in barter, than copper- money, in the value of which they, 
cannot impofe. It is, befides, more convenient for them to carry a bar of gold of 
ten ounces, than the fame value in copper coin, which would weigh fifteen hundred 
pounds. ' 

They feldom ufe weights and meafures in Tonquin in buying* and felling ; or if 
they do, they are far from exa£t, being juft as the parties agree. They generally fell, 
by hand, and valuation. Linen and ftuffs are fold by the cubit, which is very arbi- 
trary; filk and cotton have a weight peculiar to themfelves and this country only ; 
gold and filver alone, which is fed in bars, has a fixed and equal value throughout 
the kingdom. 

Strangers receive in Tonquin raw or wrought filk, fuch as gauzes, grograms, or 
ftrong fluffs : linen made from the bark of trees, which are handfome and fine y. 
different work in mother of pearl ; works in ratan ; all kinds of fraall furniture and 
works in varnifh ;‘ ebony, ivory, tortoife-fhell, cinnamon, copper, cotton, and feveral 
other articles more or lefs valuable. The Chinefe take a great many faked ducks* 
eggs* which they preferve with a pafte compofed of pounded brick and fait, with 
which they cover them. They only eat the yellow. The exportation of rice is pro- 
hibited. Notwithftanding prohibitions, trade is carried on pretty freely in Tonquin j 
the King only referving to himfelf the fale of cinnamon and copper. 

The articles of interior commerce are ; the nuts or fruit of the areka, green or dry, 
which are the chief ingredients in betel, the ufe of which is as common in India, as 
tobacco in Europe, but may be confidered more wholefome to thofe who chew it ; 
the fruits of the country of all kinds ; cotton in pods, or fpun cotton ; linen and 
that made from bark. 

The temperature of the air admits of their rearing filk-woriris all the year ; thofe 
> who chiefly depend on the profit derived from them, follow that method ; however 
the 'real feafoii to rear them is during fix months, as long as the mulberry-tree throws 
out new and tender leaves, for the quality of the filk entirely depends#on the feeding 
the worms. The mulberry-trees in this country are not high, like thofe cultivated in 
the fouthern provinces of France, and in a great part of Italy ; they are only fmall 
lhrubs, which every year are cut down to the ground during winter, and the plants 
of which rauft be renewed from time to time, if they would obtain fine filk ; :for it is 
known by experience; that the old plants, as well , as the large trees, give but .indif- 
ferent filk. The filk being ufed for almoft every thing, even among the people, is 
confidered as, a neceffary, and everyone rears mulberry plants and filk- worms at 
leaft for their own ufe. They keep the worms extremely clean they put them .on 
clofe hurdles, mi which they feed them feveral times day .and night. They, come into 
exiftence, j^pw,. hnd fpiii their filk in the Ipace of a month r when they ..are at Atfair 
rify, theyprexpofed to the fun, or to the heat of a fire : they-attach themfelyls ta 
a piece c#|raw, on which they fpin their filk ;• they are kept in cloifer ^hinettp o* 
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flielterfed by ftlk gauzeor very fine linen from the mufldtos, files and ants; they 
atuft be equally prbteded from the fowls, rats and frogs, which are very fond, of 

’ Cinnamon -would be a very advantageous article of commerce to a more enter- 
prizing nation : the forefts abound with k r it is only cultivated in ‘the King’s gardens, 
and thole of the temples individuals are forbid to grow it, the King monopolizing 
the trade of it. The tree principally grows in the mountains on the frontiers of 
China j it much refembles tne willow of Europe : they only take the firft and fecond 
bark, the third is necefiary to the prefervation of the tree. This tree delights in dry 
and : airy fituations ; wetland plants that cling to them, kill the young plants : they 
might be obtained more eafily from this country for tranfpjanting than from the ifland 
of Ceylon. 

Varnilh. The tree which produces it does not rife above twelve or fifteen feet, its 
bark is whitilh, its leaves refembld*thofe of the wild cherry : it does not grow very 
thick, the largeft and oldefl feldon\ exceed eighteen or twenty inches in circumference. 
This vegetable fyrup pretty much refembles turpentine, and is of a reddifh colour. 
That from the young trees is the beft ; when they attain the age of twelve or fifteen 
years, and have acquired their full growth, the bark and leaves become of anaih co- 
lour, and their juice is coarfe; they are then cut down and replaced by others. At 
all ages, they take care to flop the diftillation in fpring and autumn, becaufe the varnilh 
is then mixed with water, and cannot be ufeck 

The proprietors of trees feldom give tbemfelves the trouble to colled the varnilh ; 
they fell the produce to merchants; the price is generally about three halfpence per 
tree. Thefe merchants hire people to colled it ; one man is fufficient to manage fifty 
trees, becaufe they are planted, very clofe together. A merchant is fatisfied when a- 
thoufand trees produce a pound of varnilh in one night, which on the fpot fells for 
about half a crown ; the price encreales in proportion to the diftance it is brought 
from. * . 

Sugar would be a confiderable branch of commerce in Tonquin, if the inhabitants 
knew how to prepare it, and efpecially to refine it. The cane # grows naturally with 
them, and as they have an immenfity of rich moift land, it would be very eafy for 
them to cultivate it, and fell a vaft quantity of fugar to foreigners : but they content 
thctnfelvcs with bruifing the canes, ftripped of their leaves and outer bark, un.der a 
mill, turned by an ox, boiling the juice twice, and obtaining from it a kind of thick 
fyrup which they call honey of fugar, and for which they have a quick fale in the ui-« 
tenor of the country, where it is ufed in all forts of preferves, fruits, &c. * 

Bamboo, or Indian cane, is of fo much ufe, and fo necefiary in Tonquin, that though 
it grows almoft every where naturally it becomes a confiderable objed of trade in this 
country. It furnilhes many of the comforts of life ; befides the kind of food it con- 
tains, they Obtain from it tne fubftance of paper ; houfes are built of and covered 
with it. Whole bamboos ferve for pillows ; when fplit, it is cut into lathes, which are 
ufed for boards and coverings ; when the wood is full grown it is capable even when 
fplit, of fupporting the greateft burthens. Many houfehold utejifils are made of it, 
and alfo boats; divided into fine fhreds, it can be worked into handfo/ne bafkets and 
boxes of different fizes, of the neateft work. v ^ 

‘ The confumption of paper being confiderable in Tonquin, it conftitutesvme of the 
chief articles m the trade of the Country. They not only ufe it dtfhaenik, they alfo 
decoratetheir houfes, and cover the walls, and ornament the deling* with it, and re* 
new it every year. : Literature takes a great deal, becaufe it can only be written or 
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one fide. It is made from many trees .'■arid plants of the cotthfryy bat dfieSy frOffli 
the bamboo and cotton, ne*t to which are the mulberry tree and elm. “ ' V ‘ 

Though the Tonquiiiefe confume a vaft quantity of fait, the Water of thofea which 
wafhes their fliores, is not fait enough to allow the fait to cryftallizeby the mere heat 
of the fun ; the many very large rivers that empty themfelves into it, within a very 
confined fpace, prevents that effed. But as fait is one of the\firft necefifaries, many 
people are employed in making a fufficient quantity for the confumpticm of the king- 
dom, and though it cofts much care and trouble, it is very cheajj. There are whole 
townfhips employed in this work, and which follow no other. 

It may be feen from what has been faid, that a country fo rich in itfelf as Tonquin 
might fupply a confiderabte trade with Europe. It borders bn the richeft provinces 
of China ; and it might be'poflible by that means to obtain a parr of the prodlidions 
of that vaft empire, the depot of which might be in the chief commercial cities of 
Tonquin ; and in return the productions of Eurojjfe might obtain a wider market : 
but to effeCl: that the government rault allow more freedom to commerce, and that 
the extortions of the mandarins ihould not be authorifed, that free eftablifinnents be 
allowed foreigners who might require to refide in the interior of the country to, carry 
on their connections, which would be as much advantage to the court, as to the people 
in general. But the adminiflration has not yet opened its eyes to thefe fources of 
public profperity : they keep in a falfe dread of revolutions, and inv/fions from foreign 
forces, that they fear the pretence of commerce might favour. That is what prevents 
all communications with foreigners, and that they will fcarcely allow them to remain 
any time on their frontiers, or in their fea-ports' ; the Chinefc only, as we have ftiewn, 
are received in great numbers. 

CHAP. XI. — Government of Tonquin : — Revolutions :—Divifion of the Power between 

two Sovereigns. 

THOUGH Tonquin was formerly part of the empire of China, and there are ftiil 
remains of cities and towns obfervable that the fovereigns had built; yet the Toh- 
quinefe have always Men confidered as quite a diftinCt people from the Chinefe, who, 
even in the remoteft times, called them barbarians : in fad, they very much refemble 
the Eaft Indians, by the form of their features, their food, and manner of drefting : 
by the cuftom of framing their teeth black, and going barefooted ; they have alfo a 
.remarkable conformity with the other Indians in the right great toe, which ftick out 
far from the other toes. 

It mult not be expeCted to find any thing certain in regard to the ancient hiftory 
of Tonquin, and the manner in which it was governed before it became a province of 
China: it is probable the natives of the country were then unacquainted with writing, 
for in this refpedwe find no inftrudive record : what modern hiftorians have faid of 
it, ftiould only be confidered as fables, founded on popular tradition, too abfurd to be 

believed. , <* • . 4 ■> 

However this country has for many ages ufed the Chinefe chara&er in writing, and 
adopted part of the laws and cuftoms of that empire, which are ftiil obferved ; which 
at leaft proves, that there has been a clofe connection between thefe two neighbouring 
people; though it is not known whether the effed of voluntary intereburfe or of 
conqueft.' If thg Chinefe Chronicles are believed, the boundaries of that. va|h» empire * 
once extended tq^the kingdom of Siam : in this.fuppofhadn Tonquip certainly formal 
»phrt k oxpofed it to the firft efforts q£ the conqu^row, arid it miifr, 
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ip that tirpe* hwreheen incorporated with the reft of the empire. But it was not for 
long.. Scarce had the Chinefe armies retired, than, the,; Tartars defcended from the 
mountains, and rendered themfelves mafters of Tonquin. Th?y were commanded 
by a chief named Ding, who, afiifted by fome vagabonds, took the title of King, 
and arrogated its prerogatives. But his government was fo infupportable, that the 
natives rofe againft him, and came to open-revolt, in which he was maffacred. 

In all probability this revolution was fermented by the Chinefe, and followed by 
civil wars between the different parties which arofe in the kingdom, and exhaufted the 
nation to fuch a degree, that they refolved to ehoofe a chief who fupported and reftored 
it. The fovereign power was conferred on a lord named Ledayhang, with the tide of 
King. 

It was under his reign that the Chinefe entered Tonquin in force : he vigouroully 
oppofed their enterprise, and died fighting. His fuceeffor, worthy of him, vanquilhed 
the Chinefe in fix or feven pitched battles, and re-eftabliihed peace and plenty in his 
dominion : it was he who in- the courfe of a long and quiet reign, built that vaft and 
magnificent marble palace, the ruins of which now only remain. 

Ills pofterity reigned quietly for five or fix generations, and became extimft. in the 
perfon of a daughter of the. laft prince of the blood, heirefs to the kingdom. She 
married a powerful lord of the family of Tran, who was vanquilhed by another lord 
of the family of Ho. The conqueror, after putting to death the princefs and the 
King her hufband, feized the feeptre and mounted the throne. He did not long 
enjoy his fuccefs ; his outrages irritated his new fubje&s, who called in the Chinefe 
to their afli fiance*; they vanquilhed the tyrant, and killed him in battle. The fruit of 
this vidory to the Tonquinefe was the lofs of their liberty : the Chinefe finding tbem- 
felves the firongeft, once more took pofleffion of a country, of which they had before 
been mailers. 

The form of government was changed ; Tonquin was no longer ruled by a Prince 
of its own nation, but by viceroys fent by the Emperor of China, who eftablilhed the 
Chinefe laws, cuftoms and fciences. Thefe eftablilhments which feemed intended to 
intirdy occupy the people, by iubjedting them to an uniform life, were followed by a 
long Hate of tranquillity, which gave them time to affume a confidence which they 
may be laid to prderve at this day ; fince the people of Tonquin make it a kind of 
hoaft to obferve in every thing the culloms and laws of China ; but they did not 
obliterate the remembrance of their former liberty, and the defire of regaining it. 

Some viceroys abufed their power, and prafkifed fuch vexations that the whole 
nation threw'- off the yoke ; they took up arms under a general as pruderft as 
brave, named Li. The Chinefe were cut to pieces j and the viceroy perilhed ia the 
aflion. . 

Fortune continuing favourable to the Tonquinefe, they drove the Chinefe beyond 
their frontiers, and even feized a great part of the province of Canton ; but . their 
general perceiving that their very fuccefs exhaufted them, made offers of peace, which 
the civil wars then raging in China, obliged the Emperor to accept. He withdrew 
his troops on conditions, which for five or fix hundred years h^ve been faithfully 
©bferved. , 

They obliged . them every three years to fend an extraordinary embwfly to China, 
with prefenta in form of tribute. Thefe prefents confifted, as exprefsly mentioned 
in the treaty, of a certain number of fmall gold ftatues, reprefenfing criminals de- 
mandingpardbn, and bv that the Tonquinefe acknowledged themfelves as fuch, in 
vegard to the Ckj8«fe* Iwiviag a viceroy, of that nation. This cuftom 
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no longer exifts-, inftead of ftatues the ambaffador prefects a certaln quantfty of gold 
books. The Kings of Tonquin alfo receive their feal from the Emperor of China, as 
a mark of dependence, and a confirmation of their coming to the throne : a cuftom 
which does not prevent the Kings of Tonquin from being abfolute mailers in their 
own ftates; 

Their ambaffadors are received in China with as much pomp as magnificence, left 
through attention or attachment to the Kings of Tonquin, than to give a high idea of 
their power, by exalting the grandeur of their vaffals. When the Emperor of China 
fends an ambaffador to Tonquin, this ambaffador fupports the pride of nis, nation, by 
•the pomp and number of his retinue, and the ftate he maintains, even with the King, 
neither treating with hipi i\or his minifters, except in the houfe in which he has been 
received at Kaqho, and paying no vifit. It is at this price that peace has been pre- 
ferved between the twd ftates, fince the great revolution which drove the Chinefe out 
of Tonquin. 

The General Li was the principal chief and inftrument, and the Tonquinefe were 
fully fenfible of his important fervices : they acknowledged him as King, and his 
defendants fucceeded him without interruption for more than two centuries. In the 
midft of this profperity, when the family of Li thought itfelf firmly eftablifhed on the 
throne, and reckoned on the entire affedion of the people, an adventurer named 
Mack, an artful and ambitious man, born in the village of Batfha, fituated at the 
mouth of the river, after, in his youth, having followed the profefiion of a filherman, 
and rifing by degrees to the dignity of grand mandarin, now faw only, the throne that 
could gratify his ambition, and he effectively got poffcffion of it,, lefs by force than by 
addrefs. The Princes of the dynafty of Li, living in effeminacy and inadion, paid 
no attention to his bold, proceedings till it was impoflible to flop their progrefs. The 
.ufurper, foon after feizing the fceptre, made hafte to fortify Batlha, and other places, 
Which enabled him to refill his powerful enemies, the more formidable, as the greater 
part of the nation with grief faw him fill the throne of their ancient Kings. The 
moft formidable of thefe enemies was Hoaving, governor or grand mandarin of the 
province of Tenchoa : he had married his daughter to an adventurer named Tring, 
of an extraordinary ftrength and courage, who for fbme time had been chief of a 
band of robbers, a fituation that has nothing difhonourable in it in the Eaft Indies, 
fince it is not punifhed by death, but on the contrary often leads to a brilliant fortune. 
Hoaving gave the command of his troops to his fon-in-law, and before he died, named 
him tutor to his only fon, then about fourteen or fifteen years of age. 

'1'ring, mailer of all his brother's forces, and feconded by the greateft part of the 
nation, made open war on the ufurper Mack, and vanquilhed him.. After his defeat, 
he retired to the country of Kaobang, a frontier of China, where he fet up a kind of 
independent fovcreignty, which he left to his pollerity. They have enjoyed it nearly 
two hundred years, under the condition of an annual tribute to Tonquin. The 
laft Prince, of this race was ftripped of his ftates by the King of Tonquin, about 
one hundred and fifty years ago : it is not known if he left any- inheritors of his 
rights. . 

The fuccefs of Tring did not fo far blind him as to lead him to openly ufurp the 
royal power* After making himfelf mailer of the capital of the kingdom, and de- 
molilhin^ the fortifications eroded by his enemy, he caufedit to be publilhed, that the 
heir of the houfe ‘of Ho-li might appear ; that he hail only taken up amts to replace 
him on the throne of his anceftors : on this affurance* a young prince of this family 
appeared, w;.lp had been wandering difguifed in the forefts. He immediately acknow- 
ledged 
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lodged him for his fovereign ; but referved to himfelf and his defendants tho dignity 
of general of all the forces of the kingdom, under the title of chova. 

The young Hoaving impatiently endured that all his father’s* power had been em- 
ployed only to eltablilh the fortune of his brother-in-law, and to call a Prince to the 
throne, whQfe rights he confidered as annihilated by the revolution in which the Prince 
his lather had. fallen : he rcfufed to pay homage to the new King, or to acknowledge 
Tring as general of the crown : civil war wtfs lighted up in every part of the king- 
dom : the people were overwhelmed with the grcaielt misfortunes, efpecially in the 
province of Tenchoa, where Hoaving had eflablifhed the center of his operations. But 
finding, at length, that he was too weak much longer to refill: Tring, he retired into 
Cochin-china, which was then a province of Tonquin, wfjere he caufed himfelf to be 
proclaimed by his troops general of the kingdom, with the fame rights as his brother- 
in-law Tring, with whom he made war as long as he lived. T he defccndants of Tring 
and Hoaving, inherited the hatred as well as the titles and pretenfions of the two 
brothers-in-law, and ever fince then, for near txgo hundred and fifty years, there have been 
two lieutenant-generals of the kingdom, one refiding at Kacho, and the other in Cochin- 
china. Both acknowledged the lupreme authority of the King of Tonquin, but did 
not ceafc to treat each other as enemies, never ceafing the war, till the general efla- 
blilhed in Cochin-china, finding himfelf ftrong enough not to fear any thingd'rom the 
Tonquinefe general, who was befides occupied in another war, affumed the title of 
King, and declared himfelf independant of Tonquin. In this revolution, the new 
kingdom of Cochin-china became much extended, l'evcral petty fovereigns became 
tributary to it, which placed it in a flate to have nothing to fear frqrh the King of 
Tonquin, nor the grand general, although his declared enemies. This kingdom equally 
freed itfelf from all dependence on China, and has no lhare in the foletim embafl'y. 
that the Tonquinefe fend there every three years. 

It is faid that at the time of thefe different revolutions, and notwithstanding the 
pretenfions and enterprises of the two generals, the weffern part of Tonquin was 
governed by a fovereign, whofe fway extended nearly to the gate of the royal city. 
This country was then very populous, but its laft Prince having married his own 
filler, was accufed before the King of Tonquin, who only wanting a pretence to deftroy 
this power, declared war againft him. Not being able to fubdue him by open force, 
he pretended to accept fome propofals that were offered him by that Prince, and had 
him affaflinated in ah interview, appointed to treat of peace. His flates ruined by 
a long war, which had continued for fifty or fixty years, were re-united to Tonquin. 
It is thought that the Princes who reigned in this country were of the family of lio-li, 
and that they Hill have a confiderable party, who only wait a fit opportunity to ihako 
off the yoke, and regain their rights, ufurped by force. It is faid they hold fecret 
meetings, and are forming magazines of arms in the forefts, which may probably 
in the end occafion fome revolution, and entirely change the prefent form of govern- 
ment. . 

There is but one King in Tonquin, known by the name of dova : he has the title 
as well as the diltinguilbing ornaments : in his name all the laws are promulgated, he 
is fuppofed to order every thing : but in reality, he has notliing to d? with the go- 
vernment. This cultom- is founded on the conduit ' that Tring, the f ikt general of 
the ftate, invariably purfued towards the King he re-eltablilhed on the throne : he 
qnly appeared as the firll fubjeft, and confidential minifter of tho monarch, but 
beneath this veil of refpedl and devotion, he attached all the prerogatives of fovereign 
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power to his place, by the King himfelf, who made them hereditary in his family* 
which ftill enjoys them. * - 

This image of royal majefty, lives lhut up in his palace," only having a fmall 
detachment of troops under his command, which ferve him as fpies. Cuftom only 
allows him to appear abroad two or three times in the year, for fome, ceremonies, 
lefs appertaining to the ftate than to religion, and which are the remains of Chinefe 
inftitutions, fuch as bleifing the earth, which the Prince folcmnly performs, after 
fadings, and general prayers, during which he tills the earth, like the Emperor 
of China, to honour agriculture. This is what they call the facrifice of heaven, or 
thecanja. 

The remains of the ancient power of the dova, have always given umbrage to the 
general : he has fometimes’tried to perform the canja ; but the mandarins, and even 
the troops who are folfcly under his orders, refufed to put on the habits of ceremony, 
which they aflume on this occafion, and finding all dalles ready to rife againlt him, 
he had the confufion of. being obliged to let the facrifice recommence by the dova, to 
the great fatisfaftion of the nation. 

Another foleinn ceremony, called the theckyda, takes place every year, with . the 
greatpft pomp, and ihould be performed by the King, at the head of all the troops. 
Its intention is to purge the dates of Tonquin of all evil fpirits. The generals have- 
better fucceeded in arrogating to themfelves the right of performing this ceremony. 
As the troops perform the principal functions, and the nation conceives itfelf lefs inter 
relied in, and as it is a kind of military expedition againft aerial fpirits, the generals 
have infallibly retained it. They have been fearful that the King might aft artfully, and 
obtain a party among the troops, and might 'one day take occafion of this ceremony 
to get rid of the general, and re-unite his power to the feeptre he is fuppofed to bear. 

Commiflions ihould alfo be fealed with the King’s feal, without which they would 
not be efteemed valid. It is to him only that the Emperor of China allows the title 
of King, in no way acknowledging the authority of the general : he alfo twice every 
month, on the firft and fifteenth day of the moon, receives the vifits of lorne manda- 
rins, and a Prince of the blood, that the general fends to pay their court ; they appear 
before him in blue robes, with bonnets of cotton, fabricated in the manufactures of 
the country. 

With the exception of thefe ceremonies, the King or Emperor of Tonquin, for that 
is the title given him by Europeans, to diftinguilh him from thethova, to whom they 
give that of King, is abfolutely unknown to his people : he lives in total feclufion, 
impfenetrable to the eyes of the nation. 

The dova has his fepgrate quarter, within the enclofure of the cbova’s palace, which 
occupies a part of the royal city. If he happens to go out, the people are not per- 
mitted even to look at him. Notice is given the day before, to all the inhabitants of 
the city and country, to keep from the way the Prince is to go : the women muft 
remaifrin the interior of their houfes : they muft not fhew themfelvps under pain of 
death : and' this fevere fentence i# executed on the fpot, if any one Ihould difobey the 
order, even throygh ignorance. Thus the King is invifible to all but his troops* 
and the officers who furround him. 

There is £o gftablifhed order in the fucceffion to the throne* The dova, or em- 
peror himfelf, is often ignorant which of his fons will fucceed him, though , he Ihould 
name him, am} eVen though he ihoykl have but one fon, he would not be certain of 
caving him the crown and tide of King ; becaufe the chova or general alone difpofes 
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of it, and being obliged to give it a Prince of the imperial blood, he chufes him he 
fuppofes he can moft rely upon. The eldeft fon of the King has never an exclufive 
right to the thrpne : in Tonquin, as in China, it has always been the cullom to chufe 
the moft wortfrjramong the Princes of the blood royal : likewife the ele&ion, or 
aflumption of the throne xnuft be confirmed by the fovereign tribunal : without this 
precaution, the Prince eled would not be fure of his fituation, efpecially in a nation 
obftinately attached to its cuftoms. 

However confined the power of the King of Tonquin may be, his education is never 
negleded. He is exadly inftruded in all the laws of his country, and the rites obferved in 
it. His youth is paffed with inafters, "who make him go through all the exercifes of learn- 
ing and religion ; but from that time he is immerfed in effeminacy and idleneis ; his 
ftudies fftiHhed, he paffes the reft of his life in uninterrupted pleafurcs. He is 
amufed with concerts, Ihews and dances, he has women allowtxi hint at an early age 
to keep him in. difiipation ; his table is ferved feven different times, both day and night, 
and the etiquette is, to place on it a hundred and twenty different dilhes. 

The dignity of general of the forces of the kingdom is become hereditary in the 
family of Tring. The general who commanded, or rather reigned, about thirty years 
ago, was the feventh descendant from Tring. This form of government, the model 
of which the Tonquinefe feem to have taken from Japan, is fo well eltablilhed, and 
has hitherto appeared to be fo well relifhed by the nation, that all the royal preroga- 
tives belong to the chova, or general. 

It is the general who makes war or peace, who confirms or abrogates the laws, 
who pardons or condemns criminals, who creates or depofes civil and military 
officers, who impofes taxes, and who collects all the revenues of the crown, and dil- 
pofes of them at pleafure. 

The eldeft fon of the chova almoft ahvdys fucceeds him. However ambition fometimes 
creates violent diffentions among the' brothers, and has caufed dreadful civil wars, 
which has given rife to the. proverb, that the death of a thoufand dovas is not fo 
dangerous to Tonquin as that of one chova. Therefore the brothers and uncles of 
the reigning chova are at his difpofal, and he generally keeps them in the utrnoft 
fubje&ioQ, He even often puts them to death on the flighteft fufpicion. The firft 
descendants of Tring a<Sted with more generofity and confidence ; they ffiared the 
cares of public affairs with their brothers and uncles ; they bellowed the moft honour- 
able titles on them, *and entrufted them with the moft important employments. But 
fince the end of the laft century, and during the reign of a chova well verfed in all 
the arts of oriental policy, diflruftful, fufpicious, and of an ill ftate of hellth, 
which ftill encreafed his fears, the cuftom of keeping all thofe at a diftance from 
public affairs, all thofe who^Wy their birth might pretend to fovereign power, has 
prevailed. 

Only the prefumptive heir of the general, who is called chura, or young general, 
has any fhare in governing, and is often affociated with his father. This jirefumptive 
heir to the firft dignity in Tonquin, has a diftiiuft efturt from his father, and alraolt 
as brilliant, with his mandarins and officers with the fame titles, bpt who every where 
give way to thofe of the reigning chova ; at his death, thofe of the chura take their 
place, except fome old minifters, whofe wifdom and experience retain, thfcat in "the em- 
ployments. . . ‘ 

The prefent race of chova is fubjeft to fits of jnadnefs, which at* intervals deprive 
them of the life of the fenfes: this malady feerns to have been hereditary in this 
family, fince the time of him who came to the dignity of chova in 168 a, and whole 

5 c 2 father 
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father ImnfVif had •been attacked with fits of melancholy, which rendered even his 
neareil relations hateful to him. In one of the fits of madnefs, he put to death the. 
Prince chdcening, his fecond brother, whofe valour, juftice and . liberality had 
rendered him the idol of the nation, who had given him thefurnameof the Lightning 
of Tonq u in, after a glorious war,- which he had conduced againft Cochin-China, 
and which he had terminated by an advantageous peace. The gratitude and attach- 
ment of the nation only encreafed the jealoufy and hatred of the chova ; he recalled 
his brother to the capital. This hero, who might have defied him at the head of a 
victorious army, did not hefitate to obey his orders, although he forefuw the fate that 
awaited him. He was thrown into a dark dungeon, where he languilhed for a long 
time, till the regret the nation fhewed at being deprived of the fupport and example 
of fo great a man, awakened the envenomed rage of the chova, who cauled him to 
be poii'oncd : on receiving the poifon, which was to deprive him of life, turned 
towards the palace, he teftified his refignation by all the marks of refpetl practifed 
inTonquin, and fwallowed the fatal liquor : he expired a few hours afterwards, with 
all the appearance of the uttnoll tranquillity of foul. 

The chova’s court is always pompous and brilliant ; every thing is in the utmolfc 
order : his numerous guard occupies the courts of the palace ; a number of eunuchs, 
fpread ihrough the apartments, receive the petitions of the mandarins, and bring them 
the Prince’s orders : the petitions of the chiefs arc prefented kneeling. The fight of 
this Prince’s court is the moll ftriking picture of oriental defpotiim y all the molt 
powerful lords of the kingdom are there aflembled, who only feek to obtain their .. 
mailer’s fmiles by their refpeft and profound fubmifiion. Thefe kind of aflembles 
poflefs an air of majdly, which would even itnpofe on Europeans, except for the 
. fervile law, which obliges even the grandees to be barefooted during the whole of the 
audience, but it is the cultom of the court, and has nothing humiliating it it for thofe 
who pratlife it. The fovereign treats them with’ affability, and it may be faid that 
his government is very mild, in comparifon to that of many other ealtera courts. 
The greatell puniflnnents they have to dread are fines or banilhmentj there is 
only the crime of treafon, true or fuppoled, which expofes them to the forfeit of 
their lives. 

They begin to aflemble at the chova’s at day-break, that is about fix o'clock, and 
the audience finilhes about ten. There only remains with the chova, the captain of 
his guards and his domeftic officers, the greater part of which aVe eunuchs, at leaft 
,i hole who enter the women’s apartments. They are very numerous, fome of them 
very *young, and fo proud and overbearing that they are detefted by the whole nation. 
They however poflefs much of the chova's confidence in die affairs of government, as 
well as in his domeftic concerns, and after feven or eight*years’ fervice in the palace 
they arrive at public employment, and rife T>y degrees to the firft dignities in the king- 
dom ; while the learned men, even the moll celebrated, often remain in obfeurity. 
But it is altnoll always the interell of the chova which elevates thefe eunuchs, and 
not their talehts, nor the perfonal^elteem he has for them : when they die, the wealth 
they had accumulated by all kinds of meannefs and injuftice reverts to the fovereign, 
who only allows their relations what he thinks proper. Thefe eunuchs, though abfo- 
lutely mutilated, |jave Hill a numerous feraglio, and as their condition is a certain 
method, of advancing in office, perfons of diftmguilhed rank, in the maturity of their 
age, and fathers .oftmany children, have become etmuchs, in order to approach the 
perion of the Prince, gain his confidence, and by that means arrive, at the firft digni- 
ties in the kingdom. Very few die in confequence of this painful operation. Never- 
I thelefs 
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thelefs among > this Sind, fo vile and degraded, are found fome of brilliant talents, 
either for adminiftration, or the command of armies : but it has been obfer.ved that 
thofe eunuchs had loft their virility when young and by accident*, which in Tonquin 
is regarded as the. prefage of merit and greatnefs. Thefe .accidents happen in* this 
country by the bites of dogs, and more efpecially pigs, which being very common, 
and kept in their houfes, often mutilate the children, who go naked till the age 
of feven. 

Ong-ja-tu-lea, governor of the province of Hienquang, admiral, and minifter for 
foreign affairs in the’laft century, was a eunuch of this kind : an incorruptible judge, 
a brave foldier, as prudent as fuccefsful he was looked upon by the whole nation, as 
the honour and the fource of happinefs of Tonquin. The .then reigning chova having 
occafton for an able minifter, to relieve him in the cares and fatigue of government, 
to which his weak ftate of health prevented him paying proper attention, believed 
himfelf infpired in a dream to raife the firft man who Ihould prefent himfelf before 
him the next morning to that eminent Jflation, and by the fame force of imagination, 
he believed that he had feen the likenefe of him he was to meet. Waking full of this 
idea, he was furprifed to find exactly in the firft man whofe affairs brought him to the 
palace a perfect refemblance with him that his imagination had traced on his mind, 
lie took him near his perfon with as much confidence as if he had* known him for 
a long time, and in a long difeourfe he had with him found he poffeffed fo much wit 
and underftanding, that he did not hefitate to inveft him with an authority almoft. 
equal to his own : the offices and dignities he bellowed on him only ferved to juftify 
his choice. But was it that thefe exceffive favours, and a power almoft; unlimited, made 
the favourite forget what he owed his mailer ? or the jealoufy of the chova, wfio had. 
fo cruelly put his brother to death, was the caufe of the wretched end of Ong-ja-tu-lca, 
Hill illullrious in Tonquin, by the Angularity of his good fortune, and cruel death i 
however it might be, under pretence of a confpiracy again!! the ftate, whether true or 
fall'e, the unfortunate minifter was condemned to death, the molt horrible of all 
executions : he was torn to pieces by four horfes } his limbs were cut in pieces, burnt, 
and his allies thrown into the river. 

At the commencement of every year, the mandarins and military officers renew 
their oath of fidelity to the chova : thefe afterwards receive the fame oath from their 
wives, their children, domeltics, and all their dependants. 

The rcfidence of the chova is always at Kacho, in an immenfe palace, enclofed 
with walls, in the centre of the city ; it is furrounded by a great number of fmalt 
houfes, for lodging the foldiers ; the interior buildings have two llories, with openings 
or porticos to give free paffage to the air. The gates are lofty and majeftic. The 
apartments of the Prince, and thofe of his wives are decorated with all the magnifi- 
cence and luxury of the country, that is to fay, that they are enriched with much 
gilding, and the moft beautiful varnilh : they contain all the riches and rarities, 
colle£led during a long fucceffion of years by powerful and abfolute fovereigns. 

In the firft court are the ftables of the moft beautiful horfes, and large!!' elephants : 
behind the palace are gardens divided into alleys and parterres, .with large Iheets 
of water, and every thing that can ferve to amufe a Prince who feldoni quits his , 
residence. „ 

The feraglio is filled with women of all ranks, who offer themfelves to refide there, 
or are chofen for their talents and abilities to contribute to the pleafiftre of the Prince : 
there are particularly a great many comedians. Ine chova who reigned at the begin- 
ning of the prefent century, was the fon of a woman of that clafs. Thefe wives, or 

f> concu- 
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concubines, are at leaft four hundred in number : but the chova grants Iris favours 
to very few. She that brings him the firft fon receives diftinguiihed honours. The 
other concubines who have children by hitn, take the name of dueba, or excellent 
woman. All the male children, with the exception of the eldeft, who has the title of 
chura, are called ducong, or excellent man, and the daughters batua, or princefles. 
The reft of the women who do not approach the general’s bed, and who are only in 
the feraglio to make up number, have but indifferent entertainment while the chova 
lives : as foon as he dies they are turned out of the palace, and ijiey are only allowed 
to marry among the very dregs of the people. 

.. If the general folemnly marries according to the laws of the country, which feldotn 
happens, except in the laft, years of his life, and when he no longer expects to have 
any children, the*vvoman he marries is always of royal extraction, and enjoys all the 
honours of her rank;' (he is entitled mother of the kingdom. The Prince in fomc 
manner buys her, by the tribute he pays to the province of Than-hoa, or Tenchoa, 
of which fee is generally a native. * 9 

While their father lives, the children of the chova want nothing as to opulence and 
diftinction. After his death, his fucccffor only gives his brothers and fillers fuch 
revenue as he thinks proper, which dimini (lies in proportion - as they are diflant from 
the throne: In tfie fifth or fixth degree, they receive nothing. As all thefe Princes 
marry, and have children, they mult eventually be reduced to great poverty ; the moll 
part only live by rapine, and fall by degrees into a Hate the more contemptible, as 
they cannot obtain any office nor military'employment. They have been feen as 
porters in the public market, and affecting to ufe hooks ftained of a colour which 
announces their origin. 

It is true that when the general comes to the fovereign command, he takes precau- 
tions that his brothers ffiould not leave a numerous pofterity. If they give him any 
caufeof diftruft, he knows how to get rid of them, under pretences that are always 
approved of : others are kept under a reftraint that a good deal refcmbles fiavery ; 
born with the fineft underftandings, fome have preferved their lives, by pretending to 
be idiots : in this cafe they are lodged in a kind of prifon, where they have merely 
the comforts of life. They entertain a kind of refpeCt for this condition ; it feems 
to announce the ligitimacy of the defcendance from the royal family, in which madnefs 
is an hereditary diforder. 

The dova, or legitimate King of Tonquin, being only an ideal perfonage, without 
any real power, it is fufficient to have flightly mentioned him. to have given afufficient 
ideit of him : however about thirty five years fince the family of the Dova was near 
recovering his authority. The then reigning chova, who had no children, had given 
his whole confidence to an ambitious eunuch, who abfolutely governed in his name, 
and who formed the horrid project of feizing the fovereign authority, by affaffinating 
his mailer, which he did fecretly. It was eafy for him for Sometime to conceal his 
crime in a palace where every one obeyed his orders, and where the monarch is 
generally invifible to* all but. fome of his favourites. The eunuch continued to give 
his orders in the name of the chova, faying he was ill, and that till he was perfectly 
recovered he would not fee any one. The brothers and nephews of the chovawho all 
equally pretofide'd to the right to 'fuccecd him, fufpe&ed his tragical end, and by 
enquiries proved the crime againfl the eunuch. Many parties were formed in the 
kingdom, whq tdok arms- bn different fides, each drawing over to his caufe the towns 
and villages over which' he Jhad moll authority ; the whole country was ravaged by 
the War j the lands remained uncultivated, the plague was added to the horrors of war 
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and famine ; one-half of the inhabitants of the kingdom perifhed in the courfe of eight 
years that this civil war lafted. The legitimate fov&reign at length awoke from his 
ftupor ; he quitted the palace in which he was born, and in which he had bcfen fhut up 
till that moment : he endeavoured to reduce the different rebel parties under his 
authority : many joined him without much fucceis, becaufe thofe who aimed at the 
fovereign authority, and the right of replacing the chova, as loon as they found they 
had the word in the enterprifes, retired to inaccefiible places in the mountains and 
forcfls, from whence they iffued when the occafion was favourable. *At length the 
King in 1748, having got pofleflion of the arfenal of the province of Tau-hoa, 
where lie found arms and {lores, fubdued the rebels and difarmed them. The ancient 
form of government was re-eftablifhed, that is to fay, the dova returned to his palace, 
and himfelt chole a chova, or general of the troops, depositary of th* fovereign power, 
who only appears to execute his orders ; but who, fooner or hjter, will imperceptibly 
re-affume the abfolutc and independant power which.his predeceffors enjoyed. 


CH AP. XII. — Of the Forces of the Kingdom. 

TONQUIN has no fortified places : fhe is proud in having no other ramparts than 
her troops : her forces w ould indeed be for midable if the couftige of the foldiers equalled 
their number. They reckon a hundred and forty thoufand men, eight or ten thouland 
of which are cavalry : they have alfo three hundred and fifty elephants : but this 
multitude is for the moll part only commanded by eunuchs, who in general, are not 
brave, a very requifite quality in an officer, and have feldom any knowledge in the 
military art : they all buy their fituations. 

The officers are, t he enfign, w ho commands ten men ; the captrin, a hundred ; and 
the colonel, five hundred. There are no general officers who have larger divifions 
except in time of.war. Since the revolution in Cochin-China, when the chova made 
himfelf independent, and aflumcd the title of King, a body of ten thoufand men is 
kept on the frontiers, commanded by a general officer, who has the care of preferving 
the kingdom on that fide, and watching the motions of the troops of a fovereign, whom 
they regard as an enemy. Each governor of a province has 1 ‘even hundred men and 
an elephant under his orders: thefe detachments are intended to maintain the police, 
and execute the orders of the chova. 

The reft of the military force is affetnbled in the royal city, or the adjoining camp, 
and cannot be compofod of lefs than a hundred thoufand men. It is in this army that 
the chova places all Jiis confidence : by this means lie is lure to keep the nation in. ' 
refpect and obedience, without having occafion for fortified places, which might as 
well aft againft him, by the infidelity of the commandants, as contribute to his 
defence. 

Thus though Tonquin is a country open on all fidcs, it has little to fear from its 
neighbours. All that furround it are too weak to attack it j the kingdom of Laos is 
tributary to it. Cochin-China in its adtual ftate dare. not undertake to make conquefts ; 
the inclinations and policy of the Emperors of China do not lead them to conquer, 
and they would lofe more by declaring war againft Tonquin than by maintaining 
peace with her : befides they know by experience, that they have never be^ci able to keep 
that kingdom under their dominion, even after having been abfolute inafters of it for 
a long time. Tonquin is equally fafe towards the fea, which is not an,y where approach- 
able by an enetnys fleet. The mouths of the river’s are fo narrow, that it. is only with 
extreme precaution that large veffels can enter them : the bay of Tonquin, though ■ 

to t very ‘ 
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very large, defends the coafts where they might land by the.fhoals irfeieh fyj^onnd 
them for more than two leagues In the fea. It is faid that there is a Harrow but very 
deep river, by which veffels might with the alfiftance of good pilots, afeend even 
to the royal city ; but this route is yet unknown, and would never be attempted by 
Indian navigators. ' 

Every year in the fifth moon there is a general review of the troops, under the 
infpe&ion of thcchova, who himfelf manoeuvres : this review is’accompamed with three 
difeharges of Ifeavy artillery and muiketry : it is enough for a foldiert o poffefs fome little 
learning or fome trade to be excufed appearing *. the elephants hre exercifed as well 
as the men j when once trained, they are obedient to command, and perform their 
evolutions with wonderful precifion. 

Their arms araipiulkets duth match-looks : they have as yet no - knowledge of our 
fpring locks ; bows and arrows, the fabre, pike, demi-pike and fhield : the foldiers, 
as Well as the officers, only wear their arms when exercifing, or when on fome expe- 
dition ; except then, they are kept in the arfenqL The troops intended to guard the 
provinces, have the fame annual review, in prefence of the mandarins or governors : 
each of them having a camp near his refidence, in imitation of that of the royal city : 
all thefe troops have no regular uniform : every foldier knows his chief and his divifion 
which is fufficient for hirrff he is dreffed like the people, except that his habit is not 
fo long. Thofe who do the duty of the King’s houfe, are cloathed in blue or red 
fluffs, and efpecially in European cloth, when they can fupply them with it: it is 
a diftin&ion fet apart for them. 

There are no foldiers in the eafl more expert in the ufe of their arms than thole 
of Tomjuin : they exercife on land and on board of galleys with muiketry and cannon: 
thofe who fhoot belt and hit the mark are rewarded, and thofe who mifs feverai times 
fuccelfively are punifhed. They have a fingular proof of bravery, of which the King 
is judge, unlefs he appoints one of his chief officers : it conlifls in receiving a certain 
number of blows with a wooden fabre on the head and body : the champion mult 
bear them firmly, without trying to avoid them: if he finks under the blows, he 
does not for that lofe the reward propofed for his conftancy: $ie braveft is he who," 
in this exercife, does not even fhrink: after having been the receiver, he becomes 
the aggreffpr in his turn, it is faid that a King of Tonquin, in order to prove how far 
the. courage of his braveft foldiers could go, and the contempt of death, had a deep 
ditch dug, ftuck full of fwords and pikes, and propofed as a reward to him who 
ihould be brave enough to throw himfelf into it a. confiderable employ. Only one* 
* foldier appeared rafh enough to throw himfelf into the ditch j th# fwords which were 
only fupported by a flight thread, gave way under the weight ^of his body, and did 
him no injury : he cpnfeffed afterwards, that what had determined him was, that he 
confidered that the promifed recompence would be ufeiels, if he* was to be frilled by 
thpUfeapons oppofed to him. 

IP^hiteyer pans they may take to exercife thefe foldiers, t^ey are hone the braver, 
nor impriS^at|ached -to. ? their profeflion ; they only follow it becaufe thpjtare obliged 
to dp 'arnyy is compofed of men that each village is to ffo. 

fixe and number of inhabitants : where the 

moft partsre tal&eaf from father tqdcijiji. fifivery r^elf, in.tjmjtd'jwho meet.^withan 
.opportunity tp dpk^lh themfd ves, nrfike6 %o 11 tewt|oin Jfc ^eir fortune j, , trt leilft fhp 
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tonfift, In general, m a great fhew of baggage and military noile. Formerly they 
often {hewed themfelvcs in force on the frontiers of Cochin-china, when there was a 
second chova, always in arms againft him of Tonquin ; but their enter prizes were con- 
fined to contemplating the walls of a few towns, and encamping on the banks of rivers* 
If the extraordinary exertion, or unwholcfomenefs of the air, caufed dWT s in the 
camp, which carried off only a hundred men, they immediately cried our that the war 
was murderous and cruel : officers and ibldiers fled back to their country. They only 
evinced conflancy and courage when they were lighting for their liberty ag'bkt the 
Chinefe. The civil* wars which have happened fince, have rather been tcniiiiaued 
by the adurefs ot the generals, and the chova liimfell', than by force of arms : they 
‘ are not very dedicate as to the mean;-: of fucavding in this wav ; perfibv and treafon with, 
them are as lawful and honourable as bravery, provided tl.u-vcan accoi#; !'!h tWir object. 

'ihe ioldiers, whether thok- in the royal camp, or thole in camps of the man- 
darim, or tliofe difporfed in the villages, on collodion of afleiubling at the time of ex- 
ercife, receive a certain quantity of i^ce per day : their pay, bolide > r hat. i> nm more 
than twelve or llitecn findings a. year, ot our money ; but they are exemp: faem all 
tarn:-; and if they were not doomed to remain for ever in the fame iUltg their lot 
would not be below that of the greater part of the peoph:. Their molt valuable qua- 
lification is their heigh; ; tin* tailed are rdbrvcd for the chords guard. 

In a country where navigation is only ukvu raged in the interior of the kingdom, that 
is on rivers ami canals ; whmre that ol the lea is confined to liihernicn, there can bo no 
marine of any cunfi-quenco. It ;,s compoieu oi only two or tluxe hundred galiies, of dif- 
ferent fines, more til for the navigation of rivers than the lea ; they have neither mads 
nor fails, only oars; the rowers are unflichcred, and ex p cm rd to niufquctry and all of- 
fend ve weapons ; wherefore tin fe galleys are more ufed at fhows, and in reviews, than 
in military expeditions ; liiey carry a lour-pounder in the prow. Befiues this fleet, 
the court maintains lour or live hundred light failing boats, very lit for the tranfport 
of troops and (lores ; but too weak for fighting. All thefe veileLs, great and fm all, 
are kept in vail magazines ; from whence they are eafily launched into the water, when 
it is rcquliite. 

In the King’s palace, in die environs of the roval city, and in the provinces* arc dif- 
ferent arfenais, filled with arms and warlike 1 lores : the mofl conlklerable is laid to be 
in Thang-hoa, * 4 Which province the reigning princes are natives. It is faid, that in 
this province there i* a vail plain, furrounded by mountains, and lb fortified by nature, 
that it is every where inacceiiible, except at one very fin all entrance. It is there that 
the chief collection of flores,. cannon, and arms of all kinds, are kept: they alfo fay it 
is there, that the chova knvps his moll valuable tivafuivs : he conildors this fpotas a 
place of fafetv, to vliich lie might retire, in the event of an unfoivfeen revolution: lie 
has even made a very ihrn road, through the lorcits, from the royal city to it, and 
which is ferbiddc i to all except thole lent there by the King : tins way is only a day*;; 
journey, while, the common route takes up fc vend days. They pretend that the fear- 
ful and lulpioLous prince who reigned in 1685 bad a fubterranoaa paliage.made from 
his palace to tins R treat. 


CHAP. XIII . — ■. Revenue and Wealth cf the King of Ton quit. 

THE King of Tonquin is one of the richeft Princes of the Eaft ; lie has the molt 
valuable treafures, and very conlklerable fixed revenues, which confiit in the produce 
VOX-, ix. ^ D of 
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of his domains, different duties, and the fale of all the offices. The grain gathered on 
the lands belonging to the King is put into his magazines : there is one of an ixnmenfe 
extent in the province of the South ; it is faid to cover nearly a fquare league ; the 
produce of thirty or forty harvefts are kept in it, for rice, of all the productions of that 
kind, keeps the longefl without fpoiling. Thefe magazines are never opened but in 
times of great fcarcity, when the people are in danger of dying of hunger,, or when 
it is neceflary to make depots of provifions on the frontiers, in time of war. 

The duties, or taxes, confift in a real tax, and the capitation. The real tax is of 
new invention, and has only been laid on lands within thefe fifty or fixty years : if in 
. the declaration of their lands the people were not to conceal a great part, they $ould 
not pay it without being ruined. The capitation is of long Handing : it was formerly 
very trifling ; but as it wasf reprefented to the King that it was impoflible to know the 
exact number of his fiubjefts, it has been much increafed. This tax is collected with 
fuch feverity, that thofe who contribute to it would be obliged to quit their country, 
if they were to pay exaCtly what they are eflinpted at ; but, as the fyftem of finance 
is by no means fo perfect as in molt Hates in Europe, and the numbering a populous 
nation appears to them to be impracticable, the tax is laid on each village, or commu- 
nity, in the aggregate, and divifion is afterwards made on individuals by the principal 
inhabitants in each place. The males only pay from the time they are twenty : foldiers, 
guardians of the temples, and bonzes, are exempt ; as alfo all girls, women, and old 
men above fixty. 

Thefe taxes are collected in the current money of the country, in produce, and all 
kinds of merchandize, in bars of gold and filver. The purpofes to which they are 
applied, after the collection, could only be conceived by minifters of an oriental defpot, 
who only looks upon his fubjeCts as fo many flaves invariably deftined to gratify his 
whims, and whofe happinefs is of no concern to him. If there is any regularity in the 
application of the produce and fums accruing from taxes, it is only for the benefit of 
the King, without any advantage to the nation. 

The firft divifion of the revenue of the kingdom is between the King and thofe in his 
fervice ; his wives, children, eunuchs, mandarins of the houfehqjd, and his troops. 

The portion which belongs to the King is carried into his palace, and diftributed 
into different depots. The gold and filver is thrown into rooms lined from top to bot- 
tom with the hardeft wood, and which have but one opening: the other metals are 
kept in fubterranean places, conftru&ed under the King's apartments. Thus whatever 
comes from the people never returns to them. As in time the largeft magazines would * 
not*>be fufficient to contain thefe treafures, they have, in different provinces, dug refer- 
voirs lined with boards on all fidcs, into which they throw the copper m8ney : an exaCt 
regifter is kept of the quantity put in from time to time, and they are then covert 
with water, high enough to prevent its being taken away. 

As for the linens, of raw lilk, or worked into Huffs, which are paid as taxes, there 
are prodigious magazines of them in the palace, where they are fuffered to rot, rather 
than beffownhem on the people. It is the fame with the wood that the provinces are 
obliged to furnilh, jto maintain the palaces ; as the quantity fent in is always more than 
neceflary for the work to be done, the greater part is left to rot. 

Thus all the expences of the King and his houfehold, thofe of the dova, or reigning 
emperor, who is confidered as forming part of the chova's eflablifhment, the officer# 
and troops, are defrayed without touching his treafures : there is even part of the taxes 
fct apart folely ’to augment them. 

Thus 
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, Thu# it i# net Furprifing that, in a country fo rich in itfelf, the people fliould in general 
he poor and miferable, even to wanting the neceflaries of life. If fome individual be- 
comes rich, it can only be by the greateft induftry, and always at the expence of thofe 
wretches, of whofe labour he makes his profit. 

Still the King’s treafures do not, by a good deal, take up all the produce of the taxes. 
As they entirely belong to him, he diltributes certain portions of them to his officers, 
wives, and children. He grants the revenues of feveral towns ; and while they enjoy 
them they are confidered as the lords of them, and reprefent the King in collecting 
the taxes. Thefe temporary lords are tyrants whole exactions are more burthenfome 
to the people than thofe of the public officers, unless, which is very rare, any one 
among them happens to be poffdTed of fentiments of humanity ; befides, it is dangerous 
to conciliate the afFeCtions of the people by benefactions, however difinterefied they 
may be : they would immediately be fufpedted of intentions repugnant to the tran- 
quillity of the Hate, and the interefts of the reigning defpot. 

Independent of taxes, the King has many other means of drawing confiderable fums 
from his fubjedts, and which he does not negleft : fuch are the fale of offices, and ho- 
norary mandarins that he creates from time to time, and which the richelt of the eu- 
nuchs, and other fubjedts are obliged to purchafe : money railed for the repairs of the 
roads, which the people are obliged to do, by allotted work : cuftoms eftablilhed on 
rivers \ for there are none on coming into the cities, nor on the highways ; each boat 
pays feven-pence halfpenny on going from one province to another ; and this tax has 
no other end than to benefit fome favourite of the Prince. In every province there is 
a cuftom-houfe, where they receive the tenth of all merchandifes brought into it. All 
thefe revenues mull bring immenfe riches to the King ; but they are not calculated : it 
is forbidden, under very fevere punilhment, to pry into the fecrets of the Hate. It w» 
not even permitted the financiers, appointed to receive the public money, to know any 
thing on that head beyond what they ought to pay in perfonally ; nor to compare 
their receipts with thofe of other collectors : every one mult keep within his own 
Iphere, without any communication. 

CHAP. XIV. — Civil and Criminal Laws, and the Jujliciary of Tonquin. 

INDEPENDENT of general laws, which are eftablilhed on the fame principles in 
Tonquin as in China, there are peculiar cuftoiqg in this kingdom ; and each place has 
its own, which are often in contradiction to the received laws, but which only exile 
among individuals, and in very confined territories : for if the circumftances ake 
carried before the chief tribunals of the province, they pay no refpeCt to local cuftoms, 
they decide according to the laws admitted throughout the kingdom. 

The jurifdiCtion of cities is eftablilhed the fame as in China, and depends upon the 
rank they hold in civil order. Each province has its capital ; then comes the city of 
the firft clafs, named Foil ; that of the fecond clafg, or Cheu ; th 2 third, or Huien ; 
titles which are added after the diftinguilhing name of the cities. • 

It fhould be obferved that the name of mandarin has been beftqwed on different 
magiftrates by the Europeans, and is derived from the Portuguefe word mandar, which 
(ignifies to order or command. The word mandarin does not exift in thd Chuiefe or 
Tonquinefe languages : in both a magiftrate is called quan. The importance of. the 
place decides the dignity of the quans ; as with us, the lord mayor bf .London is or 
higher rank and eftiuratlon than the fame office of any other city, and' fo in gradation 
throughout the kingdom. 
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The jurifdiCUon of tribunals is only eftablifhed for civil caufes : there Is then city? 
and jurifdiCUon ; mandarin, or quan, of the firft, fecond, and third clafs; who arc 
under ih'c jurisdiction of one another : the third under the fecond, and the Second 
amenable to the firft. Bcfides, in every province there is the tribunal for outrages ; 
that in which every native has a right to impeach the mandarin, who he may con- 
ceive has aCted unjuftly towards him. This is the firft tribunal in the province, and 
is immediately fubfervient to the fovereign tribunal of Kacho. r J he governor has alfo 
his particular tribunal, compofed of two judges, that is, of himfeif and a mandarin of 
letters, who {hares with him the cares of civil adminiltration, hnd who fees to the 
obfervance of the laws. The cognisance of criminal affairs appertains Solely to the 
governor : he punifhes all flight faults on the fpot ; thole which deferve death, the 
Sentence fhoukl be Sent to 'the chova, who confirms or fulpends the execution. 

Each tribunal has feveral judges, v, ho each prefide in their turns : it has its public 
officers, or kind of Serjeant, who goes to Summons the parties to appear in judgment. 
Every one acctifcd, juftly or not, is obliged to pay down a certain fum proportioned to 
the dignity of the tribunal before which he is to be tried : this fum is not returned to 
him, even though the accufation is proved to be unjuft ; but the accufer is made to 
indemnify him, and the fum depofited goes inftead of fees to the judge. 

Next to the tritunalsof the third clafs are the Subaltern judges. Each borough with 
the dignity of Xa, with right of juffice over a uiftrict, the limits of which are marked, 
fhoulji be furnifhed with a tablet expofed to public view', on which is written in Ton- 
quinefe characters the King’s ediCt, which grants it that privilege. This edict is 
renewed upon the accefiion of every new chova, which produces immenfc fums to 
the crown. 

Every xa is divided into villages ; each village into quarters, and if the place is con- 
fidcrable, there are other fubdivifions, and each has its chief. The Xa has three, who 
convoke affemblies by the found of a drum, which is always kept with the firft chief : 
they, prefide at the meetings, and execute the police. 

It is to the firft that all the orders of mandarins, and even thofe from court, are 
nominally addreffed : without this formality they would be confidered fubreptitious. In 
abfence of' the firft, the fecond or third takes his place. They have the right to 
impofe fines, and even to beat with rods for certain crimes. It is they who, in 
conjunction with the learned men in the affemblies, proportion the taxes among 
individuals. • 

Thefe_ chiefs are cholgn by plurality %f votes ; they remain in place for ten years : 
the firft is exempt for life from all public burthens ; the others have one half of their 
taxes remitted them during a certain number of years, and from all charge during 
their flay in office. It may be faid, that thefe places are in fome meafure purchafed, 
fincc thofe wtyo are elevated to them are obliged to give fcafts to all their jurifdiCfion ; 
the expenccs of which would fall very heavy on them, if they did not know how to 
remunerate., themfelves by the extortions they praClile on their clients. 

Three Villages generally compofe a xa, and three xas a tong, the chief of which is 
ele&cd by a plurality of voices of the xas ; then in each tong is a fuperior chief, with- 
out any authority, whom they call quan, or honorary mandarin. All their chiefs 
receive thei/confirmation from the mandarin of the province of the third rank. This 
difpofit,ion being the fajne all over the kingdom, order is every where uniform. Each 
xa may be confidered as a kind of popular republic, or a government in which women 
have no part, ‘nor young men under twenty : at that age they have a vote, and bright of 
fyffp age in the affemblies. 


Above 
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Above all the tribunals is the fovcrcign council, eftablifhed In the capital, to which 
appeals lie from all fcntcnces in the provinces, pafl’ed by mandarins, even thofe of the 
firft rank. Things judged there might be fuppofed to be ended, t if it went with the 
King himfelf, or what we call the privy council ; as there is no fentencc which is not 
fubject to revifion, the procefi'es that powerful mandarins have intereft to prolong are 
never finifHed. 

The airairs or quarrels of the great are decided in the capital by different tribunals, 
the rank and names of which anfwer to their different functions. One judges flate 
crimes ; another, murders ; another, difficulties arifing concerning landed property ; 
another, thofe concerning houfes, hereditary rights, &c. kc. Befidcs the Chinefe laws, 
which form the code of right of the country, there are many edicts and peculiar confti- 
tutions, old and new : authentic decifions digefted in fever*! books, the authority of 
which almoft always carries it over the laws of China. Many of ^ icfe peculiar to Ton- 
quin breathe more juflice, humanity and benevolence than thofe of China r fuch is 
that which forbids the expofing or ftrangling of children, let them be ever lb deformed : 
while in China this barbarous cuftom is not only tolerated but even preferibed by aa 
ancient law. 

But it is in vain that thofe laws appear dictated by juflice, and formed to fecure the 
happinefs of the nation. Such corruption has crept into all the tribunals, that there 
is no crime which cannot be compromifed for money, nor any procefs of which any 
decifion required may not be purchafed : thus the judges always decide in favour 
of the richeit, or moft powerful : the exceptions are l'o rare, that they may be counted 
for nothing. 

It is not to be wondered at, if, from what has been faid, a juft idea has been formed 
of the national character ; all the civil and military offices are venal. Thofe of the 
learned are only for a time. It is not more than a century fince the inhabitants of 
Tonquin lived in happy abundance ; the laws were ftriclly obferved, taxes were light, 
and the corruption of the tribunals was not publicly tolerated ; but a chova who reigned 
fixty or eighty years fince, in fome meafure changed the form of government : he pro- 
digiouffy incrcafed the taxes, burthened the people with extraordinary labours, erected 
mountains in the plains, or cut away mountains, without any ufeful end, but merely to 
fatisfv his whims : lie incrcafed that crowd of eunuchs which reduced the nation to 
poverty by their boundlefs power ; made many burthenfome cftablifhments, which ftill 
remain, with the exception of fome works which are not fixed, bccaufc they depend on 
the caprice of the fovereign. 

Notwithftanding all thefc abufes, it cannot be faid that the dcfp^iftn of Tonquin, is 
abfolute, and the government wholly arbitrary ; although on account of the taxes, and 
the labours they arc obliged to perform, the i’ubjehls are under a kind of aftual fervi- 
tude. Still they are not bom flaves ; they poffefs their own property ; inheritance 
paftes from father to fon, and even to collaterals : thus property is rcfplfled, and the 
Prince has in reality no power over the lives of his fubjefls, unlefs they incur the pe- 
nalty of death by tranfgreffing the laws. But the ftain of defpotifm is impreffed on 
the whole nation in general, becaufe there is no law which does not give way to the 
will of the Prince, who is furrounded by a crowd of nrinifters ftill* more fatal to the 
people, on account of their avidity, injuftice and extortions : they buy, 'their places 
very dear, and that for them authorifes all their abufes. Hence, the fears, diftruft, 
the want of emulation, which ftifle talents and induftry, and enervate the mihd, re- 
prefs courage, and are the caufe that the nation in general are folely occupied in pro- 
curing their daily fuftenance, without carrying their views farther. 

Criminal 
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Criminal affairs are adjudged in the lad cafe by the King only *, and, as in general 
the Tonquinefe chara&er is not fanguinary, fentenCe of death is feldom paffed on cri- 
minals. . AH executions take place in the royal city, and are fo few-that they do not 
reckon more than twenty or thirty in a year in the whole kingdom. The general pu- 
niihment is to lofe the head, which is looked upon ns the utmoft infamy. Only princes 
and nobles are allo.wed to be ftrangled. Traitors, and thofe who attempt the King’s 
life, are torn with pincers, and drawn by four horfes. The punilhment for female 
criminals is to be tied to a loofe flake, and in that fituation delivered to an ele- 

K hant, who feizes them with his trunk, throws them into the air, then catches them on 
is tufks, and finifhes by trampling of them under his feet : adultery is punifhed 
in this manner. The place of executioner is not difhonourable : it is an office executed 
from father to fon, by a family originally from Cochin-china. The other corporeal pu- 
nifhments, which are jnfli&ed on the fentence of the mandarins, are exile, perpetual in> 
prifonment, or, what is the fame thing, taking care of the elephants : thofe thus fcn- 
tenced are virtually dead, as they lofe their votes in the affemblies, in the places of 
their origin or refidence, and are not fubjed to public charges : as thofe are very bur- 
thenfome, many criminals, efpecially among the lower clafs of the people, are not forry 
to be exiled. 

Another kind of punifhment is to receive blows on the thighs, with rods as thick as 
the thumb ; or to receive a certain number of blows with a wooden hammer on the 
knees : not to break the bones, they are enveloped with circles of bamboo. The 
manner of giving the torture is painful, but not dangerous nor horrid : they prefs a 
gun barrel againft the ancle-bone, and ftrike it with a bamboo Hick. Thefe punifh- 
ments have only the pain and difgrace of the moment attached to them : thofe who 
l'uffer them lofe none of their rights of fociety. Thieves are punilhed in this manner $ 
that crime never being punilhed with death, unlefs accompanied with murder. They 
think the life of a man of more value than all the wealth he can fteal. 

The punilhment moll dreaded is to be mutilated of a finger, or an ear, becaufe they 
cannot hide their difgrace : generally, for the fourth offence, proved by the fingers or 
ears they have loft, they are condemned to lofe the head, to rid fociety of a trouble- 
fome and incorrigible member. . 

The law of retaliation, ftrictly obferved in Tonquin, maintains a kind of equity in 
all actions which come before a court ; the accufer, if he cannot convict the accufed, 
undergoes the punilhment that would have been incurred by him he had calumniated. 

The prifons of Tonquin are more to be dreaded than their punifhments : it is really 
a place of continual fuffering. They have only the damp earth for flooring, which 
ferves as bed to the wretches confined : men and women are mixed together, and lie 
in the dark, mud and ordure j and it often happens that the living are thus lying with 
half-rotten dead bodies. At night their feet are confined in a kind of flocks ferewed 
with a padloclft The King allows nothing for the feeding of the prifoners, and their 
guards are avaricious enough to take from them what the charity of the public allows 
them, or what their friends fend them. Thofe who are the bell treated are thofe who 
are rich enough to foften thefe barbarians by prefents. It is with reafon that gaolers 
are regarded in Tonquin as the moft odious and cruel of mankind, and as fo manj* 
inhuman executioners. This vile employment is, however, very much fought after : it 
is only obtained by the intereft of the mandarins, who reward their fervants with this 
place, ifi. which they enrich themfelves with the mifery of criminals, and by their 
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THE kingdom of Achem is fcarcely known, becaufe being o\it of the route of 
travellers, they muft go out of their way to get to it. It is one of the richeft coun- 
tries of Alia. It Hands in need of none of the productions of its neighbours, to 
whom it fumifhes abundance of metals. There are mines of gold, filver, Heel, lead 
and iron. As the people pay no fubfidy, the King referves to himfclf the produce of 
his mines ; and attentive to the happinefs of his fubjeCts, he only employs Haves to 
work them. It is the only country in Afia, in which humanity is not crufhed beneath 
the weight of defpotifm. * 

An animal different from our common worms produces their filk, of which they 
make dreffes, very gloffy, but of a bad quality. The moft precious production of 
this country is the lacker gum, which is the moft efteemed of all that of the Eaft. 
They diftinguilh two forts. The red is ufed to paint linens, and varnilh furniture and 
cabinets, and to make wax. Silver is the current money of the kingdom. 

The inhabitants are of a very regular height, but the women have the nofe rather 
flat. Both fexes go nearly naked, and only cover their natural parts. They cover 
their heads with a blue bonnet, from which hang hog’s teeth. Their bracelets which 
are their moft efteemed ornaments, are of coral, or yellow amber, and fometimes of 
tortoife-lhell^or of Ihells. 

Poverty, and the tyranny of extortioners, are unknown to them. Every individual, 
quiet poffeffor of his property, has feveral wives, each of which has her particular 
employment in the houfe ; and elephants for domeftic ufes. Though the country 
produces many quadrupeds, the flelh of the dog is preferred. [A great plenty of vines 
alfo grow there, but they only ufe the fruit to extract a kind of brandy from it. They 
make their fait from the fubftance that covers the furface of ftagnant waters : they 
alfo extra# it from the leaves of a tree, called Adam’s fig-tree. They bu*n them, 
and from their allies refults a very pungent fait, which they poffefs the fecret of 
foftening by boiling it, and afterwards {training it feveral times through linen. 

Their gunpowder is of the belt quality ; and it is to this people that the orientals 
attribute the glory of that deftruCtive invention, which appears the more extraordi- 
nary, as this country has remained five hundred years without being engaged in war. 
This fecret paffed to the Pegonans, who communicated it to jhe Chinefe, who claimed 
the honour of the difeovery, becaufe they doubtlefs were the firft who made ufe of it* 
in war. 

The kingdom of Tipra produces nothing that can tempt the curiofity of the tra- 
veller, nor the avarice of the trader. There is a gold mine of indifferent quality : 
it is exchanged in China for filver. Much filk is alfo collected there, but the kind is 
•coarfe, and only ufed for the commoneft purpofes. This people ha* a great propenfity 
for ftrong liquors. Inftead of figures they calculate with Hones, yhich might be 
talken for fmall agats. They feldom travel in foreign’ countries : they-Jiave no com- 
mercial relation with other nations, who only know them by name. 

The kingdom of Aracan has fuch an extent of boundary, that it leans to invite all 
commercial nations. The air is pure ; the plague and other contagiods diforders are 
unknowm The plains, rich and fertile, produce all the neceffaries of life. Numerous 
flocks range the delightful vallies, which fupply nourilhment to all kinds of domeftic and 

wild 
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wWd animals. Horfes arc very fcarce. Buffaloes are employed tef till the earth ; 
their horns are their weapons ; any thing red enrages them ; thofe they intend to attack 
they fufier to pafs quietly, and afterwards fall on them behind with their murderous 
horns. Thefc animals, naturally indocile, are obedient only to the blacks who have 
the care of keeping them : they flock around them, on the founding of a horn which 
caffs them. The winter, fo called, as being the fcafon of the rains and tempcfhs, 
begins in April and ends in October. They have elfc no fcafon but fuminer, in which 
they reap an abundant harveft of vegetables, grain and fruits : but they grow neither 
wheat nor rye. * 

The capital gives a vail idea of this kingdom. Its extent is feveral leagues ; the 
number of its inhabitants equals that of the fil'd cities in Europe, and they reckon fix 
hundred pagoda;’, in it. The riches of the king’s palace befpeaks the plenty of gold. 
The golden hall isffo called becaufe it is covered with that precious metal from top 
to bottom ; a hundred ingots of gold, each weighing forty pounds is fufpendod from 
the ceiling, which ilfelf is of m a five gold. There are alio feven golden idols as large 
as life, i hey are hollow within, but are about two inches thick ; but what enhances 
their value, is, the rubies, cmerals, fapphircs and diamonds, which decorate the fo;e- 
head, arms and waift, of thefc vain images. In this apartment U alfo a fquare feat of 
gold, fupnorting a cabinet of the fame metal, flill more enriched with jewels. 

The fovcrcign poiibiks two rubles as large as the little finger, and at the bafe the 
fize of a hen’s egg. The rubies have been the caufe of bloody wars between the 
neighbouring Kings, becaufe fuperflition has created a belief, that whoever poflefles 
thcVn will be the arbitrator of the defliny of the others. The King only wears them at 
his coronation. 

This people contented with the productions of their foil, cannot conceive how any 
one can rifle Iris life to acquire reputed wealth : they only arm for war, and never for 
commerce, which Is only carried on by Grangers, who flock thither from all parts of 
the world. The Mahometans cfpociully have a coniiderable trade in elephants, which 
they carry to the coaft of Coromandel, to Golconda and JVrfia, frojn whence they 
bring lingns, filks, and lpices. The mod abundant productions of the country are 
timber for building, lead, tin, and elephants’ teeth. It may not be fuperfluous to give 
feme account of the manners and character of a people with whom it would be ealy 
to eftablifh an advantageous commerce. 

The inhabitants of Aftracan have the forehead broad and flat* Th.s is rather a whim 
of fancy, than a natural defeat. It is by applying a plate of lead to the forehead of 
cuildren, that they deface the works of nature. Their noflriis are large and open ; 
their ears hanging reach even to their fhoulders. 1 heir drefs confifls in a cotton fbirt 
which covers the arm:; bread and belly; a training robe, and fo many etceteras, that 
when they put them all on, they referable a ball of cotton rather than men : the hair 
is tucked up behind, after the manner of Dutch women. The women’s heads bav ‘ no 
other drefs than their hair : it is arranged in buckles, without being ladencd, and looks 
very well* • . 1 

The meats would not provoke the appetite of an European. They cat rats, mice, 
fnakes, and all f he mod difguftirtg animals. Eifh does not fuit their palate till it is 
fpoiled. They quench their third with pure water, or with a liquor that runs from 
a kind of palm tree, from which they extract it, by making an incifion in the 
trunk. § •' 

Virginity is not an edeemed virtue with them. Hufbands prefer running the rifk 
of fathering the children of others, rather than marry a novice. It is generally 

8 Dutch 
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liberally paid for this.ittfCmoul pfoftiturion. The jKJ^ihut 
ps$ice, vegetates in liftlefs indolence' with the Queen and his 5oncobioe?« 
Evevyyear each of the twelve governors, choofes in hfe diftriil twelve girls of the fame 
■ge, whom they expofc to the burning rays pf the fun,' to create perfpiration. They 
fit afeir Wards dried with a fine 'cloth which is fent to court, that they may determine 
by die find!, Which' is j®©ft worthy to enter the feraglio, Thofe who are rcjeSed, fall 
to the lot of the courtiers, who receive them as a mark of the greateft favour. It is 
faM that the monarch has no other guard than bis concubines, who are trained to the 
ufe of arms. He aflinnes the pompous title of ** Emperor of Aracan, poffeffor of the 
White elephant and the two rubles, legitimate heir to Pegan and Bramas, lord of the 
twelve provinces of Bengali and fovereign judge of Kings, who proftrate their head 
beneath h& feet.” 

The pleating arts are unknown among them, if one may jhdge by the little prc- 
grefs they have made in die necefiary ones. Medicine efpecially is only ope impofi* 
lion, accredited by fuperllition. The priefts, called Raulins, are called ih to the fick. 
They blow on them, at the lame time pronouncing fome myfterious words. They offer 
up to the god of the four winds a facrifice of fowls, hogs, and, the fatteft animals, 
which mull be repeated four times, unlefs the patient dies or recovers before that time* 
The Raulins feaft on the food thus offered to their gods. 

When the difeafe is cbllinate, their fruitful impofture infpires the wife, children, 
or fome one of the relations, with a ftrange remedy, by which the Raulins profit. 
Tbey raife an altar, cm which they place an idcd, in a room richly furnilhed, where 
the priefts and relations affemble to partake of a grand feaft. He who - prelides at 
this ceremony dances and jumps about till his ftrength fails him. They then fie a 
cord to the cielhg, which he lays hold of to fupport him, and to be able to fpriqg 
with more ftrengtu, fill life foils into a kind of fwoon, which they take tn be a divine 
delirium. Every one feems to envy his lot, ibecaufe they belieye he ha a difcoijrfe 
with the idol. The priefts who gravely prelide at this extravagant ceremony, anoint 
the patient fifth oils and perfumes \ ana if he dies, they are never blamed ; they give 
it out that his death is a bounty from the gods, who have taken him from 'the nlth pf 
thie earth to eternal manfions. 


The excefs of their fuperftition is feen in their funerals : while the priqfts recite 
onions, and perform their fumigation of incenfe, the friends and relations of j|fce 
deceafed beat on copper feucepans to frighten away the black cat ; for if by misfortpne 
it Ihould touch the body, its foul, banilhed from its heavenly dwelling, where it tgopld* 


hat the foul of the deceafed is precipitated into the depths of hell. 

They hire weepers, who utter groans, which only the eoftOnx of hearing cm prevent 
From appearing ridiculous 5 thofe who are not .ridh eri&ugh to procure the honour pf 
lie funeral pile, are exppfed at the edge of the water, where jthe tide Carries tft$n 
»way. Sometimes thecarcafes are .devoured by. birds of prey, .pJfiWy 

of food, «re fa numerous aad-llrong, -that theywill attack , 

JSomerimes ihey accelerate the death of thor^ fiends and .relations, wben jfrw foe 
hem wverfihebned with a painful old age,, or an incurable tufeftfej and.W«|u^ong 


t .is efuri to 
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Thefe: people are plunged in the grofleft idolatry. Their temples are btiilt in 
the form, of pyramids, which contain a confufed multitude of images. They have 
domeftic gods, the "figure of which they mark on their arms and fboulderS with a 
hot iron. The barking of dogs, the lowing of cattle, the roaring of wild beafts, 
the fingihg of birds, are looked upon as fo (nany omens, which the priefts hjteh* 
pret as they think fit. They celebrate a feaft of tne dead, in which their devotion 
is carried to the molt cruel pitch of fanaticifm. One of their idols is drawn on a 
clumfey chariot, accompanied by priefts clothed in white fatin. The fanatic devotees 
throw themfelves under the wheels, and they efteem their blood the moll acceptable 
offering they make their idol j others fix themfelves on iron hooks faftened to the 
' chariot. They are afterwards placed in the temples, bloody as they are, where they 
become obje&s of public worlhip. Every one is happy when a dfop of blood falls on 
his cloaths. Thefe pious madmen are efteemed martyrs. 

There are three clafles of priefts. Their chief who refides in the illand of Munay, 
has the direction of the public worlhip. His orders are feldom difobeyed. The re- 
fpe& he infpires approaches adoration. The King, abfolute as he is, never difputec 
the precedency with him at ceremonies, and is never covered before him. All the 
priefts condemn themfelves to eternal celibacy ; whoever tranfgrefles in that point is 
immediately degraded, and thrown back among the profane. Though all obey the 
fame chief, they do not all obferve the fame difcipline. Some live retired in their 
private houfes, at their own expence, without being any burthen on fodety. Retired 
from the tumult of the world, and defpifing the pleafures of life, they are forgotten 
by mankind, and only inhabit rocks in gloomy forefts or deferts. When the wants of 
lire oblige them to appear in public, they have an humble afped, and downcaft eyes ; 
but then: modefty feems to be an artifice to command admiration. Others, more happy 
and lefs folitary, inhabit magnificent palaces, where they Mdolently enjoy the wealth 
that the King and Princes profufely bellow on them, with a view of ingratiating them* 
felves with heaven. 

Thefe idolatrous priefts are intrufted with the education of youth, as*if men folely 
deftined to prayer and mortification were qualified to. form magiftrates, warriors, artifts 
and minifters. There are alfo hermits, a kind of wild man, who are'efteemed in pro- 
portion as they are fantaftic. They, like the priefts, are divided into three orders, who 
all renounce the ftrongell paflions of our nature, with an idea of thereby pleafing the 
Creator, who wifely bellowed thofe very paflions on us, to be enjoyed, but not abufed, 
nor, wholly negle&ed. 

Though Europeans have had confiderable intercourfe with the kingdom of Ava, jt 
may ftill be faid to be a country as yet to be explored. The greater part of thofe 
. who have given a defcription of it were either warriors or traders, lefs governed by a 
. wilh of making obfervations, than a delire of acquiring wealth. They, however, all 
**tr0e .that the foil is fertile in rice and fruits: it contains mines of lead, copper and 
filveiV which the idlenefs of the inhabitants renders ufelefs. In Ava, thp capital of 
the kingdom, they carry on a confiderable trade in mulk ; and the moll valuable 
rubies and : fapphirts come from thence. The inhabitants perfectly fucceed in working 
them. Commerce would flourilh there if the different revolutions did not interrupt 
■ that, tranquillity lb neceflary to induftry. 1 

% The government is defpodc ; the King,- whois only the mihifter and dejmfftoCT of 
' fw'hfw* has ufurped the right of forming, infringing, arid changing them at difcre- 
ridfit ;Each,provi®ee fends a deputy to court to ad as their protector ; he ha* the 
.right tolSpke known the wants of his fellow-citizens, and as the'Kingis always well. 

*2 infojrmedj. 
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informed, jtj^nfgj^qrs are eafily accufed and punched. Vanity has indtled him. 
King of Kings,' lo wborn all owe obedience ; the Mend; arid relation of the gods of 
heaven and earth# who from love of him, preferve animals and regulate the feafons ; 
brother to the fun, coufin to the moon and ftars; abfolute fOvereign of the tides. 
King of the white elephant and fouriand-twenty parafols. 

Tnis monarch is ever intoxicated with pride ; when he rifes .from table, he has a 
trumpet founded to announce to the other fovereigns of the world that they may go 
to dinner. Foreign ambaffadors are as well as his own fubje&s obliged to fall proftrate 
before him, and even elephants are taught to lie down when he paffes. 

The foldiery are not paid from the public treafury. Each governor has in his pro- 
vince a proportion of land, .the produce of which is affigned to maintain the military 
in time of peace, hnd when they take the field, they* are furnifhed with arms, 
cloaths, and provifions. The officers are dittinguilhed from the foldiers by the mag- 
nificence of his pipe, of which the number of joints fhews his rank. 

The kingdom of Jangoma is fituated to the north of Siam. Its extent cannot be 
precifely determined, becaufe it has often changed matters, and undergone frequent 
revolutions, which have altered its limits. This country is governed by priefts, whofe 
power fhould be confined by law, fince the inhabitants affume the title of Franks, ,a 
dittindior. Dy no means applicable to a people difgraced and degraded by flavery. 
The nature of the foil and its inhabitants are but little known, and it is only from the 
relations of Chinefe, and the traditions of the Siamefe, that a flight idea may be 
formed of them. The more a people is unknown to Europeans, the more advan- 
tageous is the commerce that may be carried on with them, to whoever difeovers its 
fource. 

The inhabitants are of large ftature and well made : an education almoft favage 
keeps up their natural vigour. The burning rays of the fun fpares them the neceffity 
of wearing many cloaths : they wear only a girdle of fine linen, which conftitutes 
all their ornament ; they always go bare-headed, and the ufe of (hoes is unknown to 
them. Thq>women, as gallant as the Pegyans, are much handfomer, and their volup- 
tuous monarchs fill their feraglios with them. 

Though the foil produces whatever can fupply the neceffaries and luxuries of life, 
it refufes wheat. But in lieu of bread, they make rice-cakes, which conftitute the 
common food of the inhabitants. Bcfides the neceffaries of life, the country pro- 
duces great quantities of mufk, pepper, filk, gold, filver, copper and benjamin. It 
is true fome travellers affert that they obtain the greater part of thefe riches from 
China ; but it would be lefs expenfive to a company eftablimed at Siam to get «them* 
•from Jangoma than from the extremities of the Eatt, and the more fo, as this people, 
having no commercial relations^ are ignorant of the advantages of their fituation. 

We knefty but little of rheir cuftoms : but we find that with them the devil plays a 
confpicuous part, The fick promife him facrifices, if he will deign to rettore them to 
health, and when they have obtained that bleffing, they celebrate their recovery by a 
great feaft, to which all the friends and relations bring prefenr^ of fruits* ^propitiate 
this evil being, whom they confider as the author or all diforders. They mult be 
‘fully perfuaded that the devil does not like mufic, fince it is. by, the found of inftru- 
ments that they endeavour to drive him out of his houfe; and flS&trtlefs^ from the 
• l^.etn^vetbepriefts are' called in to fing by the bed-fide of the ttek manj'who, 
.".^he^lw hy fupereai voices, hopes a fpeedjr relief to.his pains* ' 

btneir' hations of the earth is a fource of amifHon, Viidt -them is the 
\ occafiofl of fesaftahigs and joy. Death excites no regret amongthem, br at leaft thejr 
■’ " ■ .5 e -a V .• ' • are 
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are ingenious In fofleliibg of it The bddy is carried by ftxteen men," on a throne made 
of reeds, to the plate where it is to be burnt} the relations and friends accompany h, 

5 Preceded by inftruttients : they bellow gifts on the priefts, . who She- birds of prey, 
ive on the fpoits of the dead. When the body is reduced to afhes, they retire to~the 
houfe he has juft left. Two days areparfled in dancing and feaftmg, and afterward® the 
widow, clad in all th2 mockery of woe, repairs with her friends and relations, to the 
place .were the body was burnt ; there, weeping and wailing, they collet! the bones 
the flames had fpared. Their mourning confifts merely in cutting their hair. 

Laos, which fignifies thoufands of elephants, has its name from the number of thofe 
animals, which fill the forefts of that country. The climate is fo temperate, and the 
air fo pure, that it is faid that men of a hundred, and even a hundred and twenty years 
old, retain the freihnefs and vigour of their prime. Bountiful nature fpreads her 
ftores over the plains atrid vallies, and even on the mountains. The canals, which 
receive the torrents precipitated from elevated places, diftribute them, with economy 
ever the lands, and there are neither marihes, nor ftagnant waters. The two banks 
of the river have different qualities : the eaftern fide is much more fertile, and produces 
larger and ftronger animals, the trees are more lofty, and of an incorruptible quality. 
The beft rice of India grows there. The lands where it has been fowed, after it is 
gathered in, becomes covered with a kind df froth, which hardened in the fun becomes 
iolid fait. The belt benjamin and lacker, from which they make Spanifli wax, 
comes from thence : it is a kind of earth, with which the ants cover their dwellings 
and magazines. 

Though their ivory is of an excellent .quality, they prefer the horn of the rhinoceros. 
Superftition has attributed to it the virtue of fixing fortune. The great, as they be- 
come elevated, part with the one they poffefs, and purchafe one of more efficacy. There 
is no treafure fo carefully preferved. The flowers, which enamel the plains, fupport 
numerous fwarms of bees, which fiirnilh wax and honey. The mines of tin, iron and 
lead are very productive. Gold and filver rolls in the rivers, from whence they take 
it in wire nets. Mufk, in which they trade confiderably, is not a produce of the country, 
but they have a compofition of ambergris, and a juice which they extract from the body 
of a cat, which fpreads an agreeable odour. There are many wild animals in the 
forefts. They cultivate the earth with buffaloes and oxen. The rivers breed fuch 
enormous fifti, that two men can fcarcely carry one. The poor people feed on falted 
herrings and rice. Though there is no fait water in the whole Country, it produces 
. beautiful rubies j but doubtlefs that feum which covers the earth after the rice harveft, 
fupjJlies the want of it, in forming that precious ftone in the bofom of the earth. # 
The Chinefe, before the irruption of the Tartars, carried on a confiderable commerce 
with this country ; they brought velvets, filk Huffs, camblets, carpets,, horfe-hair, 
'cottons, gold, filver, and porcelain, which they exchanged for ivory, opium, and 
medicinal herbs. 

In the province of Laos, Which gives its name to the kingdom, is a deep pit, from 
whence they "obtain rubies, and particularly emeralds,, one of which, in the pofleffion 
of the Khg, is as large as a common orange. The trade that might foe carried on in 
this country wpgid' iurniffi a certain advantage, becaufe they are the moft upright 
people in bufihefs, and the moft faithful to their engagements df any in India. jNot 
•but what they afe teffipted to obtain whatever they fee uncdmmdn In the hands of a 
Granger ; but they prefer obtaining it by importunity rather than by violence. TKe 
tnoft flattering praife they can receive is to hear themfelves extolled. as keeping their 
pror^fe&jtt^lable^ Theft or murder on their highways are feldbm heard oF: &e 
; police 
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policepreventffaU fuch dlforders. The townsand viflages in whofT territory tT>e tra- 
velled has been infulted, are obliged to make good his Ioffes. 

Their virtues however are not without a mixture of vices. Buried in eternal glut- 
tony, they only work to fupply the indifpertfable wants of nature. All fatigue diffeart- 
ens~them : enemies to perfeverance they cannot fix long to one object, and they never 
fee below the furface. Boundlefs in their inclination for women*, they feem to live only 
to multiply their kind. Sorcery and magic are the fources of many crimes and fuper- 
ftirions ; but it is a diforder of the mind, which is moft inveterate throughout the Eaft, 
where nothing important is undertaken, without confulting and liberally paying thofe 
accredited impoftors. 

The purity of the air prolongs life, and though the country is not very extepfive, 
they can raife five hundred thoufand combatants, and it v/ould be eafy to form an army 
of centenaries, all healthy and vigorous. They are not fo tabftemious as in other 
countries of India ; they have four meals a day ; rice, fifh, and buffalo's flefh is their 
common food : they feldom eat veal, beef, or poultry : they roaft the birds in their 
feathers, which gives the flefh a difagreeable tafte. 

The magiftrates and minifters generally take but one wife ; but that is lefs aneffeCt 
of their moderation titan of their avarice. They would with it to be underftood, that 
too much occupied by their public duties, they cannot beftow that time on their plea- 
fures which they conlecrate to bufinefs : but the great number of their concubines 
makes amends for confining themfelves to one wife. Marriages are engagements for 
life, but divorces are fo common, that they feem to be only tranfient and capricious 
unions. When a woman is convicted of .adultery, the hufband may inflict what 
punifhment he pleafes. 

Their funerals -are rather feftivals than feenes of grief. The priefts are paid and 
fumptuoufly feafted, who cry and ling funeral hymns, to inftruCt the dead in the road 
to heaven. They put fums of money, in proportion to his fortune, in his tomb. It 
may. be prefumed that the priefts, who are the guardians of thefe tombs, caufe thofe 
treasures to circulate in fociety, which imbecility would bury in the earth. 

It may be obferved that the commerce of this kingdom has experienced different 
revolutions : formerly its productions were brought to Siam : but fmee the irruption 
of the Brainas, they have paffed to Pegu. The animofities that continual wars main- 
tain between the two nations, has transferred the trade to Camboya, where the Taos 
have a ready and e!tfy fale for their benjamin, lacker, and other articles. 

This ignorant people boafts of having taught the Siamefe the art of writing on the 
loaves of the palm-tree. The language and characters are the fame: but tho Taos 
cannot pronounce the letter L, and R. It is faid that in their earlieft times, their 
worlhip, more purified than that of other nations, was free from fiiperftkiQns. They 
had no temples, and adored a God the creator, who watched over the welfare of the 
world, and whom they could only pleafe by the practice of virtue, and not by facrifices 
or ceremonies. They believed that after a certain revolution of ages, the univerie 
would be renewed, and this fyftem of the great periodical year has been adopted, Ty 
aim off all the. nations of antiquity. ’ Their commerce with the Chinefe changed-thefe- 
fitnple notions. They had priefts who ere&ed themfelves to. Initiators, and.wfio,, 
that they might not be refuted, produced books written in foreign chlracicrs. : ’I heir 
doctrine not being underftood appeared the more myfterious, and was refpeC\ed. It 
was eafy for thofe artful impoftors to beftow on it a divine origin# . 

Their doCtors are divided into three claffes : one teaches , ho wt h eu njver fe and the 
gods were formed, but their fyftem refts 0$ fable and not on reafoning. The others,. 

4 * whom 
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whom they call illuminatt conciliate, all erabamffing difficulties, and contradictory 
maxims. . ■ 

The nefr do&rine. eftablilhed the eternity of the heavens and iixteen terreftrial 
Worlds, in the higheft of which they enjoyed pleafures unalloyed: thefe . worlds 
decayed and were renewed, and they reckon eighteen thoufand years from the creation 
of the prefent earth. They admit a hell ; but the priefts never mention: the punifh- 
ments that are there prepared for the wicked, that they may not Ihock timid and 
corrupt men. Polygamy is the reward they hold out to the rich in the other world j 
but as' this do&rine is not favourable to the women, they believe that thofe who have 
lived well will be changed into men. This reward they alfo promife thofe who 
enrich them, and affure them they fliall have as many wives as can be bought for 
the money they devote to alrfis. 

The priefts, fubjeftedr by law to continence, confole themfelves with the perfuafion, 
that after their death they mall have the power to create as many women as they choofe, 
and to difpofe of them at their own pleafure. It is with the idea of glutting their 
lubricity, that they pra&ife continence during their lives ; and they confider that as a 
crime on earth, which will be a virtue in heaven. Their convents, which are fchools 
of debauchery, are filled with men taken from the dregs of fociety ; and proud of the 
dignity of the office, they exa£t a refpeft, that the head of the nation cannot refufe 
them without danger. Their cells are feparated the one from the other ; that of 
their fuperior is magnificently furnifhed j gold and filk difplay all that luxury can 
produce : feated on a brilliant throne, he receives-the homage of his fubalterns and 
proftrate devotees. 

I lhall not enter into a detail of the regimen, as I ffiould be obliged to repeat what 
has been faid of the Talapoins ; but (hall mention certain practices which feem to juftify 
the opinion of thofe who pretend that chriftianity was in its infancy eftabliflied among 
thefe people. 

The fourteenth of every month, they are obliged to aflemblc to make a public 
confeffion of their faults. An humble avowal obtains abfolution, and as the reparation 
is not painful relapfes are frequent. They alfo make great ul'e of holy water. 'I hey 
attribute to it great efficacy in curing the inoft obftinate difeafes : the priefts, who 
make it an article of trade, exchange it for precious liquors. Their altars are decked 
with flowers, and lighted with numerous flambeaus : they have alfo chaplets, which 
ferve the ignorance of thofe who cannot read their hymns and prayers. The beads 
,are fornetimes diamonds or rubies. , # 

They have alfo their Eafter, and their jubilee ; during thefe folemnities, they re- 
frain from work, and this time of reft is profaned by debauch. Preachers mount the 
roftrum, from whence they inculcate pure and ftrift maxims, which find plenty of 
tranfgreffors. The rich purchafe difpenlations : the avaricious priefts only grant them 
for a time, and when that is expired they mult renew their leave to tranfgrels. 
None 'but the poor Ihould defpair of eternal felicity : all the rich pay their impoftors 
liberally. * . 

The kingdom of t Camboya is only known to a- few travellers, who, after having 
vifited it for a ftqrt.time, have given us very uncertain accounts of it. This country, 
defended by alchain of mountains, is watered by a large river which crofles it.' Its 
vicinity tp the line renders the air extremely hot, and to foften the burning heats 
they only inhabit the fides of rivets or lakes : the navigators fuller much frptn the 
trouWefomenefs of gnats. - 
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' This country, one of the moft fertile in Indian produces wheat, an’d rich harvefts of 
lice, vegetables of a fuperior quality, and very fine oil. Befides neceffary produc- 
tions, they have excellent fugar and indigo, which the inhabitants prepare with much 
mduftry. The fields are covered with trees, the branches of which bend under the 
load of fruit. Japan wood, fandal and eagle wood, abound in the plains and forefts. 
All kinds of medicinal drugs, opium, and camphor, are among the moft plentiful 
productions of the country. The mountains contain an exceeding tranfparent-cryftal. 
This fortunate land produces amethyfts, hyacinths,* rubies, topazes, chryfolites, 
agates, milk-ftones', and blood-ftones : raw filk and ivory are extremely cheap. An 
ox of five hundred weight only cofts a crown, and you have one hundred and forty 
pounds of rice for four pence. Elephant and tiger hunting is permitted to every one, 
and in the forefts are lions and moft 'wild beafts, which ’only feem to delight in the 
deferts of Africa. * • 

The coafts which are one hundred and forty leagues in extent, only afford five or 
fix ports, where veffels may be in fafety. The moft celebrated is oppofite to Siam ; 
where the greateft trade is carried on in lacker, gum, and elephants’ teeth. The port 
of Pontameas attracted numerous foreign veffels ; but its trade has wholly fallen, fince 
it was ravaged by the Siamefe in one thoufand feven hundred and feventeen. The 
other ports are little known. 

The fea which feparates this kingdom from that of Siam is ftrewed with an infinity 
©f finall iflands, which makes the navigation dafigerous. The two largeft, though 
fertile, have been changed into deferts, becaufe the pirates who infeft this fea carried 
off from the inhabitants the produce of their labour and induftry. 

It would be cafy to form an advantageous eftablilhment in the illand of Quadrcl, 
where there are many fandy bays, in which nature has formed ports. There is alfo a 
clufter of eight iflands, wheve the anchorage is Cafe. Pulocondor is the only one in- 
habited : the French call ft: tile Ifle of Orleans. It is only three leagues in length 
and one and a half broad : the port is commodious, and the anchorage eafy. The 
fea abounds with all kinds of fifh, and particularly turtles, the (hells and oil of which 
are a confiderable objeCt of commerce. It is the country of monkies and lizards ; 
fome are hideous and entirely covered with fcales ; their bite is death : others have the 
feet and hands armed with claws ; their tail, feven or eight feet long, is triangular : 
their flefh is good to eat. There are alfo flying fquirrels, and rats with ears like thofe 
of a man. Moft of the trees are odoriferous ; that which yields the gum, has its 
bark and leaves very much refembling the chefnut tree : there are many wild trees, 
which afford fruits beautiful to the eye, but of an infipid and often a dangerous* tailed 
A botanift might there make an abundant harveft of plants unknown in other, 
climates. . . 

There is only one village, which fometimes reckons four hundred inhabitants, and 
which is often dei'erted, becaufe they fix every where that they can fupply their wants. 
It is to this ifland that the Cochin-Chinefe banilh the Chriftians. The Englifl* made 
themfelves mafters of it, and eftablilhed a factory there in one thoufand feven hundred 
and two. The governor had taken fome Macaffars into his - pay, with a promife of 
difcharging them at the end of three years. He broke his promife, and detained them 
to ftrCngthen his infant colony : this infraction fhould have created aftfruft : . he forgot 
that his example authorized them to betray him ; infaCt, thefe barbarians^ although 
religious obfervers of treaties, thought themfelves entitled to revenge, and in one 
night ali i the Englifh were maffacred. 



y'Z BISTORT Of T«HS0W 

The kingdom of Gatriboya is inhabited by Portuguese, Japanefe, Gochin-Chiuefc, 
and Malays ; feme of which are tranfient traders, and others have fifed their refid once 
there. 1 He Portuguefe have no priefts, and their religion is a medley of idolatry and 
Chrift sanity. They live on a moderate penfion allowed, them by the King, and by 
hunting. The men are well made, and the women very handfome ; but. their want 
of modefty deprives them of all the advantages they might derive from their charms. 
This people never expofe themfelves to the dangers of the fea, to acquire riches j hut 
they behold fliips of all nations enter their ports, to purchafe the fuper-abundant pro- 
ductions of their foil. They obtain there much gold, and linens as* fine as thofe made 
i;t Holland : their needle-work is very much efteemed. 

'The religion is nearly the fame as that of Siam. They admit many celeftial dwel- 
lings for the fouls freed frotn their bodies-: in fome they quail delicious liquors, and 
feed on the rnoft exquifite meats, and every pleafure awakens tire fenfes and prevents 
defire ; women, always young and beautiful, return the paflions they infpire. There 
is another heaven referved for the folitary Talapoins, who lived ftrangers on the earth ; 
their happinefs confifts in a date of infenfibility, which is a kind of annihilation, which 
appeal's to be a raviihing enjoyment to this lazy people. In the higheft heaven refide 
the gods, and thofe diftinguilhed men who, imitators of their virtues, ihare their hap- 
pinefs. They alfo admit of thirteen hells, into which the wicked are call, according 
to the degree of their crimes. 

Their clergy is numerous, and divided into feveral claffes, the firft of which ufurps 
the precedence of the King himfelf ; thofe of the fecond walk, his equals ; and as they 
are perfuaded they participate in the perfections of divinity, they pay them religious 
worlhip, though the greater part of them are born in the mod abjeCt {fate. They 
have a chief, who is ftyled King of the priefts, and who, within a certain diltrict, pof- 
feffes all the authority and privileges of one. 

There are two orders of nobility. From the firft are taken the governors of cities 
and provinces, the minifters and judges : they are diftinguiihed by their gold box $ 
thofe of the fecond order only carry a filver one. 

The king is abfolutely defpotic he difpofes at pleafure of the property of his fubjeCts, 
or rather of his (laves. Children have no right to the inheritance of their father j and 
■what the defpot deigns to leave them is looked upon as a condefcending bounty. A 
country ruled with an iron feeptre is never very populous : though this kingdom is 
Very extenfive, they can fcarcely mufter thirty thoufarid warriors.* This little King is 
.as proud and luxurious as the greateft monarchs of Afia; and the idea of an imaginary 
greaffnefs fometimes makes him infolent to ftrangers. 

The country of Campa has but little coaft, yet many ports and commodious bays. 
Travellers have never penetrated into the interior of the country : they know no other 
tafy than Feneri, where' the King had his refidence, before the country was under the 
vfcfintuon of the Cochin-Chinefe, who flying from the tyranny of the Tartars, were re- 
canted by a people of whom they are become the mafters. 

Their arrfts are the mulket, pike, and fabre, which they ufe with much dexterity. 
ThCy ate gentle an<j affable, particularly to ftrangers. There is the utmpft fubordina- 
tion among them^/ram the King to the lowed fubjeCt. The legiflature is fevere, and 
the flighted fault never goes linpunifhed. The common people mull: never have . any 
'filver, and whoever (hould be convicted of having kept any would-be feverely punilhed. 
“‘©bfd is an article Y>f trade, and they only ufe copper money. All the employments 
Sire fold, and according to their price they beftow eonfequence: he who has ex- 

haufted 
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haufted his- fortune to purchafe an employment foonrepairs his Ioffes by Extortions, 
which vemtda 'tmpanifhed, in order not to frighten thofe, who would purchafe ihefe 
places. . 

Freedom of worfhip is tolerated by law ; but the mod part are difciples of Mahomet 
or Confucius,: there are alfo idolaters, fome of whom adore reptiles and the vileft of 
animals ; others only acknowledge the fun and moon, as the authors of nature. The 
Mahometans of this country have relaxed from the feverity of the maxims preferibed 
by the alcoran : they eat pork without fcruple ; and, outraging the rights of hofpitality, 
they unblufhingly proftitute their wives to ftrangers. They only referve their legiti- 
mate wife, whom they cannot repudiate, unlefs convinc'd of adultery. 

The Chincfe go there every year with tea, china, filk, and different articles, which 
they exchange for odoriferous woods, and gold, which* is much finer than that of 

China. t 

There is no country has more commercial relations with Siam than Cochin-China, 
which fi ei lilies wcflern China, a name given it by the Portuguese to diftinguifh it from 
Cochin. ' It is of eafy accel's; the ports are numerous and commodious, and there are 
as many as four-and-twenty fathoms in the bays. The country is very populous, and 
full of cities am! towns, which may be attributed to its fertility, for which it is indebted 
to conftant and regular inundations, which, when they retire, leave a fed iment which 
enriches the lands ; and the heat of the fun gives the nrodu&ions a quick maturity and 
delicious flavour. There is a tree they call incorruptible, becaufe it never decays either 
in the er<mnd or in the water : they make fhips’ anchors of it. The mountains 
where this tree grows produce eagle wood, the alve, calamber, and all forts of odori- 
ferous woods: the air is filled with the fragrance of flowers and perfumes. 

'Phi's country contains quarries of all kinds of marble, and many gold mines. The 
inhabitants have learnt thijUkrt of melting metals from the Chincfe ; but they have 
not taught them the metntfd of calling iron in moulds, and making cannon and 

mortars. , 

The large ft and flrongelt rhinoceros of India inhabits their mountains, lhe^oqt 

of the male is half a yard in diameter, and his teeth as much as five yards long. 

The interior commerce is confiderable. The fairs, which attract numerous mer- 
chants, are fupplied with goods of every kind. The filk of the country is not of the 
firft quality ; but fo plentiful, that it is ufed to make nets, cordage, and Jails. The 
land tortoiie furnilfics them with oil. Pepper, fugar, honey, and wax, form a confi- 
derable branch of trade. The Chincfe and Japaneie had leized all the advantages of 
it * Thcfe ftrangers are not fubje£t to the laws of the country : they have thei» own 
magiftrates, and'thev decide all differences which arife among the traders of their own 


1 The portrait that travellers have drawn of the Cochin-Chinefe has either been the 
work of hatred or flattery. The Dutch, who have been ill-treated by them, accule 
them of infidelity in their engagements, of pride, and lying. Others, who have beep 
better received by them, praife their affability to ftrangers, their candour* in trade, and 
above all, their love of the rights of hofpitality. Though thole accounts combat each 
other, all modem travellers agree that their manners arc as ftmple^as their drefs. 
TWir mild and peaceable charadter prevents them from thofe tact-flea, which in a rno- 
. ment deftroy the merit of feveral years of virtue. Their dilhcs arc Ample, and feafoned 
with cleanlinefs. Rice, vegetables, and fifh arc their only food. *1 hear general drink 
is a kind of tea, different from that of China : they alfo mix a fyrup, which they obtain 
'VOL. IX. 5 F • 



770 HUTOHY Qt vwt&mx* 

from the *%ood *of the calambae, with their water, which gives it a very agreeable 
odour $ l^they'ft^Ew'ftrohg liquors to wine, which however they ufe in moderation ; 
and they never indulge in excefs, except at weddings jmd folemnities. 

Although jffwayS dependant on their neighbours, they let tHeir hair grow, as a mark 
of their liberty. The great are magnificent and pompoms ; they fet pff their drefs with 
pearls, which they prefer to diamonds." The women. Only appear veiled ; but when 
they are fainted, they uncover the face. The doctors, cloathed in black damalk, wear 
a mitre on their heads : they never cut their nails nor beard, „to Ihew they are lefs 
anxious to pleafe than to inftrucl:. 

. The houfes have no other ornaments than paintings and fculpture gilt. Their mar- 
riages, funerals and feftivals are the fame as thofe of the Chinefe, from whom they are 
descended. * ■» 

The King and all the great officers of ftate, as well as the learned men, follow the 
do&rine of Confucius, tranfinitted to them by their anceftors. They have neither 
temples nor priefts ; and every one pays a particular worfiiip' to the great Tien. The 
people, plunged in the gloom of idolatry, abandon themfelves to the grofleft fuperlti- 
tions. 1 hey have their bonzes, who are divided into feveral claffcs : fome of them live 
on the produce of the lands and ponds which are affigned them ; others, fubfervient to 
a fuperior, live in common on the alms, of the people ; and that is a more certain fource 
than the limited production of a field. To judge by the filthincfs of their temples, 
the greater part of which are in ruins, it does not feem .that the priei'ls and their fol- 
lowers are very much attached to their religion. 

Thofe who admit the dogma of metempfyeofis make a fcruple of killing the mod 
noxious animal or vilell reptile ; yet by a contradiction, common to error, they facri- 
fice hogs to the manes of their anceftors and gods. They believe that the fouls that 
do not pals into other bodies, are changed into demontMflblphs, incubuffes, and fuc- 
cubuffes. Thus the fear infpired by thefe evil beings, rife to a thoufand imagi- 

nary fables. 

r £he axe of the law ftrikes all criminals indiscriminately. The King, a fevere and 
incorruptible judge, pronounces their fentence of condemnation. Thofe who repre- 
fent him in "the provinces are more indulgent, becaufe they are more eafily corrupted. 
The woman convi&ed of adultery is trampled to death by an elephant : the firft theft 
is punilhed by the lofs of a finger : the fecond by that of an ear, and the third by 
death. Falfe witnefles are punilhed according to the weight of the accufation. When 
the monarch pronounces his decifions, he is mounted on a fuperb elephant, and thofe 
who 4iave petitions to prefent, muft not come within eighty paces. 

This Prince is very rich, becaufe feveral of his neighbours buy his protection at an 
exorbitant price. Elephants, wax, and ivory which his own country fupplies, and 
the tributes paid him by his proteges in feented woods and gold dull, open a new 
fource of riches. Befides what he exadts from his tributary Princes, he has eftablilhed 
a general capitation, and every man, from eighteen to fixty, pays about eightpence 
fterling. This tax is lefs degrading than eight months labour to which every fubjedt 
and Have -is liable. At the death of every polfeffor, he feizes their lands, and only 
leaves the childrentne money and furniture. His revenues are alfo enci eafed by duties 
impofed on for&gn merchandizes. i*./ 1 

<■ The conftituticwt of the kingdom of Cochin-China is wholly military. Their arms. 
ar4the mu(ket, the«bow, and dagger. Their exercife is performed in filence. The 
chief diredts all their evolutions by the motion of his ftaff: and jf he neglects his 
jluty, he is reduced, to the rank of a common foldier. 


The 
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The court of the monarch difplays all the ppmp of Afia. The firft dignities of the 
fiate are entrufted to eunuchs. • The prefumptive heir of the throne, has .always the 
command of the naval force, and his private guard confifts of five thoufand men. 
His younger brother is'generaliffimo of the land forces, and has two thoufand foldicrs 
for <a guard. There is always a Handing army to prevent revolts. 

Crimes againft the Royal Majefty are cruelly punilhed. The* criminal is tied to a 
Hake, and every foldier cuts off a piece of his flefh, till he is made a perfect fkeleton. 
The feverity of puijifhments in a nation {hews their inclination to crimes. The law 
propofes to frighten by the {hew of vengeance, and it often only ferves to heighten 
their ferocity. 

The foldiers are eloathed in fatin, and the officers in gpld or filver velvet. 

There are military fchocfls, in which children are educated at the public expence. 
They have filk robes, and other appurtenances which flatter their vanity, bellowed on 
them as rewards for diflinguifhing themfelvcs- Thofe who neglect their Icffons are 
eloathed in linen- 
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AN 

ACCOUNT OF COCHIN-CHINA, 

IN TWO PARTS. 

THE FIRST TREATS OF TttE TEMPdRAL STATE OF THAT KINGDOM > 
THE SECOND; OF WHAT CONCERNS’ THE SPIRITUAL. 

WRITTEN IN ITALIAN 

By the R. E. Christopher Borri, a Milanese, of the Society of Jesus, 

Who was one of the firft. Mifiionaries in that Kingdom 


TO THE READER. 

THIS account is fo fhort, it requires not much preface, or, to fay the . truth, any at 
all ; a little time fufficing the curious to inform himfelf of the value and contents of 
it. Who the author was, appears by the title, and what the caufe of his going into that 
kingdom, his profeffion and only bufmefs being to preach Chriltianity to the infidels : 
he fitted five years among them, and learned their language to perfection ; and there- 
fore his relation is not like thofe of travellers, who juft pafs through a country; or 
merchants, that touch at ports upon the bufmefs of trade, and confequently deliver 
very fabulous accounts, either to make their travels the more furprifing, or for want 
of knowing better, taking things upon hearfay, and not underftaading their language 
to get certain information. This father, on the contrary, frequently' converting with 
all forts of people, and having a fettled refidence there for years, had the opportunity 
'of knowing what he wrote. He gives the defeription of the kingdom, ifcednfiderable 
part whereof he travelled over: he fpeaks of its produQ, which, he had the benefit 
of for fuftenance and cloathing : he tells us the temper and feafons qf thp air, which 
he feveral times felt: he relates the inundations which he often faw; he gives an 
account of their fedls, which he learned from their priefls, or omfausiJ^om he con? 
verted to Chriftianity : he fets down the power and government pf^SSe'- kingdom, 
which he could be no granger to, being familiar with feveral men in gfe$t authority : 
and, to conclude, he particularizes how far the Chriftian faith has been there propa- 
gated, which he well knows, as having been himfelf a labourer in the vineyard for 
the firft five jujars ; and after that, receiving it from thofe that fucceeded him* In 
fine, the relation is curious, though ffiort, and feems to carry all the air of truth 
imaginable, befidea the general approbation it has always received in all parts, which 
16 the gteateft Commendation that can be given it. 


* Churchill's ColL vol. ii. 
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PART h 

OF THE TEMPORAL STATE OF THE KINGDOM OF C0C9W-CHINA, 

CHAP. f. — Of the Name, Situation, and Extent of this Kingdom. 

C OCHIN-CHINA, fo called by the ’Portuguefe, is by the natives called Anam, 
fignifying a weftem country, becaufe it lies weft of China ; for which fame reafon 
the Japanefe in their language give it the name of Cochi, .fignifying the fame as 
Anam, in the Cochi-Chinefe language. But the Portuguefe, having by means of the 
Japanefe been admitted to trade in Anam, of the Japanefe word Cochi, and this other 
•word China, compounded the name Cochin-China, applying it to this kingdom, as 
if they called it Cochin of China, the better to diftinguilh it from Cochin the city 
in India, inhabited by the Portuguefe : apd the reafon why, in the maps of the world, 
we generally find Cochin-China let down under the denomination of Cauchin-China, 
or Cauchina, or the like, is no other but the corruption of the right name, or that 
the authors of thofe maps would fignify that this kingdom was the beginning of 
China. 

This kingdom on the fouth borders upon that of Chiampa, in eleven degrees of 
north latitude, on the north fomewhat inclining eaftward with Tunchim $ on the eaft 
is the Chinefe fea, and on the weft north-weft the kingdom of Lais. 

As to its extent I fliall here lpeak only of Cochin-China, which is part of the great 
kingdom of Tunchim, ufurped by a King who was grandfather to him now reigning 
in Cochin-China, who rebelled againft the great King of Tunchim : for as yet the 
Portuguefe have traded only in this province, and here only the fathers of the fociety 
have been converfant in order to introduce Chriftianity : yet at the end of this account, 

I (hall difeourfe concerning fome particulars of Tunchim, where our fathers got footing 
fince my return into Europe. 

Cochin-China extends above a hundred leagues along the fea, reckoning from the 
kingdom of Chiampa, in the aforefaid eleven degrees of north latitude, to the gulf of 
Ainam, in, the latitude of feventeen degrees or thereabout, where the King of Tun- 
chim’s don^mo.ns begin. The breadth is not much, being about twenty miles, aU the* 
country pfeinf fimt up on the one fide by the fea, and on the other by a ridge of moun-' 
tains inhabited by the Kemois, which fignifies a favage people ; for though they are 
Cochin-Chinefe, yet they no way acknowledge or fubmit to the King, keeping in the 
feftn’efles o^jp^uncout h mountains, bordering on the kingdom of Lais. 

Cochm-Chuia is (divided into five provinces ; the firft, bordering on Tunchim, where 
this King refidesj is called Sinuva ; the fecond Cachiam, here the Prince, the King’s 
fon, refides and governs j the third Quamguya ; the fourth Quignin, by the Portu- 
guefe called Pullucambi j and the fifth, confining on Chiampa, is Renran. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP., II. — ,Of the CVnUtiti hind Nature ofi^,QprfMn of Cochin-China.^ 

THOUGH^his kingdom,' afi ft.id, lies beWre%«w#^and feventeen degree#’ 

of north latiteie ; hence it fojmvttjs/of- qourfe, that 'tne'efet&try is rather hot than; 
cold, and yjjt it is not fo hot i a& though it bo in the fame latitude, and within the 

torrid ?:fcl}ae. The caufc of the difference is, becaufe in India there is no diftipftion of 
the fq^ir feafons of the year, fo that the ftimmer lads there nine months without inter- 
miflion, without feeing fo much as a cloud cither day or night, and therefore the air 
is continually, as it were, inflamed with the great reflection of the fun beams. Th* 
other three months are called winter, not becaufe there is any want of heat, but 
becaufe at that time it generally rains day and night ; and /hough to appearance fetch 
continual rains fhould; naturally cool the air, yet they f&lijiyjj; in the three ctontfes of 
May, June, and July, when the fun is in its greateft elevation, and in the zenith of 
India, and no winds blowing but what are hot, the air continues fo inflamed, that 
fometimes the beat is more intenfe than in fummer, when for the ntofl part there 


are pleafant winds blowing from the fea, which cool the ground, wherewith, if 
Almighty God did not relieve thofe countries, they would be uninhabitable. 

But Cochin-China enjoying the diflinefion of the four feafons, though not in fo 
perfeft a manner as Europe, is much more temperate ; for though irs fummer, which 
comprehends the three months of May, June and July, be violently hot, becaufe it 
lies within the torrid zone, and becaufe the fun is then in its zenith, yet in September, 
October, and November, the autumn fcafon, the heat ceafes, and the air becomes very 
temperate by the continual rains, which at this time uiually fall upon the mountains of 
the Kemois, whence the waters running down in abundance fo flood the kingdom, 
that meeting with the fea they feem to be all of a piece. The inundations during 
thefe three months, for the molf part happen once a fortnight, and laft three days 
at a time. They ferve not only to cool the air, but to fertihfe the earth, making 
it fruitful and abundant in all things, but particularly in rice, which is the molt com- 
mon and univerfal food of the kingdom. During the other three winter months, 
which are December, January and February, there arc cold northerly winds, bringing 
cool rains, and io fufliciently diftinguifliing the winter lrom other feafons. To conclude', 
in March, April, and May, the effects or fpring appear, all things being green and 
bloffoming. * 

Now fince we have fpoke of thefe inundations, I will not conclude this chapter 
without firll obl’erving fume curiofities that occur from them. 

The firft one is, that all men in general wifh for them, not only tpgt they may 
cool the air, but much more for the fertilizing of the earth ; for wlpeh renfon, ad foou 
as they appear, all the people are fo pleafed and joyful, that they ekprels it by vifiting, 
feafting, and presenting one another, all of them crying, and oftep repeating, “ daden 
lut, daden lut that is the inundation is come, it is here-; apd this is, done by pcrlons 


of all degrees, even tP the King himfclf. 

And as the inundations often come lb unexpectedly, that very often when they' do 
not think of it at night, they find themfelves the next morning furrounded with water, 
fo that they dinnot go out of their houfes, throughout the whole kingdom, as has 
been faid ; hence it is that abundance of cattle are drowned, for want of time to 
retire to* the mountains, or higher grounds. For this reafon there is a pleafant fort 
of law throughout the kingdom, which is, that if any oxen, goats, fwine, or other 
bcafts arc drowned, the owner lofes them, and they belong to him that firft takes 

to them. 
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them, which caufes much fport and Jollity j , hieqmle when thp lut happens they all go 
outjh boats to feek the cattle; uponWhich they Afterwards fefcft and treat 

ond'another. \ ,t •■..V.*- - * * hj <■ >' < ' 

‘ k Nor are the younger Ifbrftt&tfout' their paftime s for there being in thofe fields of rice 
on infinite number of tAts, their nefts filling” with Aafcr, they are forced to fwim out and 
get upon the trees to fave themfelves ; and it is pleafant to fee the boughs loaded with 
rats> like fruit hanging on them. Then do the boys run out in their boats, ftriying to 
outdo one another yi fhaking the trees, that the" rats may fall and be drowned ; which 
childifh paftime is wonderfully beneficial to the country', delivering it from thofe mif- 
•hievous creatures, that otherwife by degrees would devour all the harveft. 

In Ihort, the lut caufes another confiderable advantage, which is, that it affords every 
body the opportunity of fumifhing his houfe with all neceflarie^ ; becaufe the country 
being all navigable during thefe three days, commodities are very eafily conveyed from 
one city to another, and therefore then are held the greateft fairs and markets, and W’itli 
a greater concourle of people than at any other time in the year. Then alfo it is that 
they lay in provifion of wood to burn and build, bringing it from the mountains in 
boats, which by this means come into the ftreets and into the very houfos, built for this 
purpofe upon high pillars, that water may have free paflage, the people ftill living 
during that time in the upper floors ; to which it would be furprifing if the lut fliould 
over rife, they being built according to .the fituation of the place, to fuch a height as 
they know by long experience is fufficicntly above the waters. 

CIIAP. III. — Of the Fruitful nefs of the Country. 

IT is an eafy matter to conceive the fertility of Cochin-China, by the advantages 
accruing from the lut ; yet we will mention forne other particulars relating to it. The 
lut loaves the land lo fruitful, that rice is gathered three times a year in fuch great 
plenty and abundance, that there is nobody will w ork for gain, all perfons having 
enough to live on plentifully. 

There are great quantities of fruit of feveral forts all the year round ; and they are 
the fame with thofe in India, Cochin-China being within the fame climate. But to come 
to particulars ; the oranges there are bigger than ours in Europe, and very full ; the 
rind of them is thin, tender, and fo well tailed, that it is eaten with the juice, which has 
a pleafant relifh like lemons in Italy. 

There is a fort of fruit which the Portuguefe call bananas, and others Indian fig? ; 
though, in my judgment, the name of a fig is neither proper to thofe in India, nor in 
Cochin-China, bect^fe neither the tree nor fruit has any refemblancc with our figs ; the 
tree being lik^that we call Indian wheat, but higher, and the leaves fo long and broad, 
that two of them would ferve to wrap a man in quite round, and from head to feet. 
Hence fome have taken occafion to fay, that this was the tree in paradife, with the 
leaves whereof Adam covered himfelf. This tree at the top produces a *cluftcr of 
twenty, thirty, or forty of thefe bananas together ; and each of them is # in fhape, length, 
and thicknefs of an indifferent citron in Italy. Before the fruit is ripe the rind is green, 
but afterwards yellow' as the citrons are. There is no need of a knife to pare this 
fruit, for the rind comes oft’ as we {hell beans. This fruit has a moft fragrant flpiell ; 
the pith or flefh of it is yellow and firm, like that of a bergamot pearVhen full -ripe, 
that melts in the mouth : by this it appears to be no way like our fig, except in the 
tafte and fweetnefs. There is another fort of them which is only eaten roafted, and 
with wine; the ftem dies every year, when it has produced the fruit, and leaves a 

young 
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j|- feeds, whicli ch^t^^'tog^er^Til^ 1 ^fe,.^|iite/£ufclratic^«»^0Fa 
tleliclouMafte, aiidltgcjod medicine againft the flu3E, f , •*:'?•*•• 

, ‘ 'There is another fruit in CochiiisChr^ which I' <«i^ country 
. pfiiqdk, and this -they call can ; the : nn^is;--13te oiil 

^tpi^ahate ; but within if contains a fiibftahce hiinK^t-i^i^wi!^ -IfciWfiBBE^ut :jB»d 
laienijWitlr^ifpoon, 'thfc tafte is aromatic, and .the .<tbloU!|J^|t||t ( of * ripe ofa 
g/'.^tofefeave another peculiar to the country that grows "titifflM&e our 
■^^^'^e^faifms,5ah;<i-,, is called gnoo. ., ,, 

^TwjSe are al(p melons, but not, lb good as ours m Europe, nor aret^ey e^ensti^bui 
Jugar or honey. The water melons are large and delicate. 

Jr? There is a fruit called giacca, which is common to the other parts of India, but much 
^larger in Cochin-China : it grows on a tree as high as the walnut or chefnut, -and ha: 
much longer prickles than the jubeb. It is as big as a very large pompion in Italy, fc 
that one of them is a man’s load : >the outer rind is like that of a piae*apple, but fofl 
and tender within. This fruit is full of certain yellow round kernels, like a fmall piece 
of coin that is round and flat ; and in the middle of every one of theta is a (lane that is 
thrown away. There are two forts of this fruit f one in Portuguefe is called giacce 
barca; the ftone of this is thrown away, and the pulp is ftiff r^eydo,»bt fake out the 
ftone of the other, nor is the pulp hard but foft as glue ; both thefe in tafte fomewhat 
referable that delicious fruit called the durion, whereof we (hall (peak next;* 

This durion is one of the taoft delicious fruits in the world, and only found in Ma- 
laca, Borneo, and the adjacent illands. The tree diffe| , S'pttle from the giacca iaft men- 
tioned, and the fruit itfelf is like it without, and thft refejnbles the pte-apple^even in 
the hardnefs of the rind. The meat within is very white; (1^% ithe'Dai^., to. 'which it 
fti^ks like glue, and taftes very like our mangiare biahco (a,dataty ‘amo r h^ the Italians). 
Tins meat and liquor is divided into ten or twelve ’tttle ;in,Jbach of which 

moifture is about its dope, which is as big s^'a1i^ge.a|li)^(hi&.; An^it is 
to^be obferved, that when they break open the (hell of- this an 

ilffcent, like Jhat of a rotten onion, all the fubftance ygithiii '-**** ''**"* 
ana inexprerable flavour ; refpecting which I will relate 
fence : a prelate arrived at Malaca, and one there opened a' 
him a tafte j, t|j|prelate was fo offended at the nahj^u&finc^^ 
broke, that hb would not tafte it by any trieans. g ; 

v gaye < the reft of the company mangiare bianco, but'^'^hi^’j^wlf 
lhbft^Bce*of this fruit, which is fo like the •*-*--*- *- 

^d^fegutfh the difference by the fight. The prelate till 
moire deficip#S than ufiial, that he a(ked what cook- dre:“ 
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had invited dinner, firijling, told him it was no mhWcbok but God hhnf^; ; i»!ic 

b»4 p#d<Jcdl that fruit, which was the very durion he woiti|d ndt tafte. 'tbd inmate 

_ fl .L „ .! t .1 .11 * . ......... 7" \.3L. .1 . J 
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S aftd(iilh^3 thnf he thought he could never eat < 


where they grow, they fometiipes Ooft a^cfp^n a piece. ^ 

chin-Gpma abounds in another fort of fruit* by the ^orittguefe called '■'semis'; 
t -ihiMMkU hiiiijoinmon to all India and Brazil, yet becaufe/1 have not Ibdno h 
15 wel 
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wall dtefcribed to thofe tfiathave written of if* I WuJdjfot pafs It by • Ttkli 
aofjttow on a<*ee, n or &om a feed, bntdna IliL ' our artfehokes, ai 


utealblNes tffceWEhttch like t}ioO?of the thiftie«M 
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t'J^g fruit is like a cylinder. 


r fpsinJong, and fo thick tb*t it mpifres both Itatufttfo gtti% it. The pulp within Is 
$dfe and like a radifh, the find fomewbatt hard* fcaly &ke a fifh, When ripe it is 
yfeilow both within and without, is pare^. with.a knife, ana eaten raw, the lafte of it a 
sharp meet, and as foft as a full ripe bergamot pfar. 

There is be (ides id Cochin-China a fruit peduJt&r to that country, which the Portu- 
guese call areca. *The trunk of it is as uraignt as a palm-tree, hollow within, and 
produces leaves like thoie of the palm, only at the top among thefe leaves there grow 
fome final! boughs, which bear the fruit* 1 , in fhape and bignefs like a walnut, green 
without juft as me nut is ; within it is white and hard like a chefnut, and has no,taftc at 
all. This fruit is not eaten alone, byt is wrapped up in leaves $>f bctle, well known in 
India, which are like our ivy-leaves in Europe, and the plant itfelf clings to trees like 
the ivy. Thefe leaves arc cut in pieces, anu in them they wrap a bit ol areca, each of 
of them making four or five morlels ; and with the areca they put fome lime, which is 
not there made of ftone as in Europe, but of oyfter-ihells ; and as among us there are 
cooks and caterers, &c. fo in Cochin-China there is one in every family whofe bufinefe 
is to wrap up thefe morfels of areca in betle, and thefe perfons being commonly women, 
are called, betleres. They fill their boxes with thefe morfels, and chew them all day, 
not only when they are at home but when they are walking or talking, at all times and 
in all places, never fwallowing but fpitting them out when they are well chewe'd, 
retaining nothing but the relifu and virtue of it, which wonderfully comforts the fiomach. 
Thefe morfels are fo much in ufe, that when a perfon goes to make a vifit he carries a 
box full of them, and prefently offers fome to the party vifited, who puts it into his 
mouth ; and before the vifitor departs, he that is vifited fends to his betler woman for 
a box of the fame, and prefents it to the vifitor to return his kindnefs ; and thefe mor- 
fels tnuft be ftill making. Tffere is fo much of this areca ufed, that the greateft 
revenues of that' country come From the fields of it, as among us of olive-gardens, and 
the like. „ * 

Tobacco* is alfo ufed there, but not fo much as betle. The country alfo abounds in 
all forts of pomplons,and fugar-canes. The European fruits are not yet come thither ; 
but I believe grapes and figs would take very well. . Our* herbs, as lettuce, endive, 
colworts, atld the like, come up well in Cochin-China, as they do throughout all India : 
but they all grow into leaves, without producing.any feed, fo that it mull ftill be fup-^ 
plied out of Eurbpe. • » 

There is alfo great plenty of flefo, by reafon of the great multitude not only of tame 
cattle, as cotes, goats, fwine, buffaloes, and the like j but of wild, fuch as deer, much 
bigger *than thofe of Europe, wild boars, &c. ; and of hens, both tame and wild, of 
tinfoil fort the fields are full, turtles, pigeons, ducks, geefe, and cranes, which are 
favouty enough i and, in foort, other forts, 4 which we have not in Europe. 

Thehr fiftery is very great, and fifo fo ‘delicious that, though I have* travelled fo 
many Countries, I do not think I have met with any to be compared to that of Cochin- 
China. Aad the Country, as was faid before, lying all, along upon the lea, there are fo 
many boats go out a-fi{h»g, and they bring in fo much fifo to all parts of the kingdom, 
that it ri aattyyefty -remarkable to fee the Tong rows of people continually ctwrymg fiftt 
firmfe dit ??lkmountain6 ; which is duty done every day for four Ians® 1 before 

** ‘ a * * ‘ generally ajnong lhe Cochin- Chinefe fifo ftmote valued than 

fon why they apply themfeives fo much to fifnfog 1* to furnifl^ 
$ o themfeives 
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themfelves with a kind 6f fauce, which they call balachiaid, which is made of felt-fifl* 
.macerated and Heeded in water. This i i a fharp liquor, not unlike tnulfcard, whereo 
, evepr body lays in fuch ftore, that they fill barrels ana tubs of it, as iguny m Europ 
lay in their ftocks 'of wine. This of itfelf is no food, bbt ferves to fbarpen the appeift 
to the rice, which they cannot eat without it. For this reafon, though rice be th 
general aqd moil conpnon fuftenance in Cochin-China, there mull 'be vaft quantities a 
balachiam, without which it is not eaten, aftd confcquently there is continual fifhmg 
. There is no lets plenty of Ihell-filh, oyfters, and other produft of the lea, efpecially o 
one fort, which they call cameron. (I fuppofe this to be the Portuguefe word cam 
ratio , fignifying Ihrirnps or prawns.) 

JBefides all this, Providence has fumifhed*them with a fort of food fo rare and deli 
.cate that, in my opinion, it may be compared to the manna wherewith the chofen peopl 
of Cod were fed in the defart. This is fo peculiar to Cochin-China, that it is n< 
where elfc to be found : and I will give an account of what I know of it by experience 
and not by hear-fay, having feen and eaten of it fevefal times. 

. In this country there it. found a fmall bird like a fwallow, which fallens its nell t< 
the rocks the fea-waves break againll. This little creature with its beak takes uj 
fome of the fo£lm of the fea, and mixing it with a certain moifture it draws from it 
own ftomach, makes a fort of flime, or bituminous fubftance, which ferves to build it 
neft, which, when dry and hardened, remains tranfparent, and of a colour betweer 
green and yellow. The country^eople gather thefe nefls, and being fofteneil in water, 
.they ferve to feafon meat, whether filh, flelh, herbs, or any fort whatfoever ; and givt 
every thing fo different a relilh, and fo proper to it, as if they had been fcafoned wit! 
pepper, cinnamon, cloves and the richeft fpice ; this neft alone being enough to feafor 
all forts of provifions without fait, oil, bacon or any other addition ; and, therefore, ] 
faid I thought it like manna, which had in it the tafte of all the moft delicious meats 
.except that this is the work of a fmall bird," and that was made by God's angels. Suet 
great ftore of them is found, that I myfelf faw ten FrrtB.Il boats laden with nefts taker 
among the rocks, at not above a mile’s diftance. But they being fo precious a com- 
modity, the* King only d^als in them, they being all kept for him ; and his greatefl 
vent is to the King of China, who values them at a high rate. 

They eat no fort of white meats, looking upon it as a fin to milk the cows or othei 
creatures : and the reafeyj <hey give for this nicety is, that milk was by nature appointed 
for fuftenance of the young ones : as if the owner of the young ooes could not difpofc 
of their fuftenance. They cat. fome things which we loath and count jrenomous, a s 
* capnclcons, .which are here fomewhat bigger than thofe that are fometimes brought 
dried up into Italy out of other countries. I Caw a friend buy fomfe tied together in i 
clufter, and lay them upon the live coals, which having burnt the firing, they walket 
about gently as they ufed to do till they felt the heat of the fire j they being of a vio- 
lent cold nature refilled awhile, but were at laft broiled : my friend took them dp, 
and feraping off the burnt fkin with a knife, the flefh remained extraordinary white : 
then he bruifed and jboiled them in a certain fort of fauce like butteSr, and then ea 
them as a great dainty, inviting me to partake with him : but I had enough with th< 
fight of it. * 

Cochin-Chm^bounds in all other things neceffary for thp fupport of human Hfe : 
and in the firft puce for cloathing : there is fuch a plenty of filk, that the peafents )anc 
mechanics generally wear it ; fo that I was.often pieafed tq fee men and women at then 
carrying ftone, earth, lime or the like, without the l«nl fear of tearing 01 
the rich clothes they had on. Nor will it be wondered at, when it is roeatiohegi 
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tfoat.tiw Bttilbefry trees’, wbofe leaves 'feed ,the fllk worths, grow ih vaft plains, as 
hetpp does mpongft us, and run, up as faft ; fo that in a few months the worms appear 
Upon theqi, and feed in the open air, fpinning their thread at the propertime, and 
vending their bottoms in fuch plenty, that the - Cochin-Chinefe ' have not only enough 
for them own ufe, but they furniih Japan, and fend it into the kingdom of Lais, whence 
‘ it afterwards {breads as for as Tibet. . This filk is not fo fine and foft, but ftronger 
and more fubftantial than that of China. 

The ftru&ures thp Cochin-Chinefe ufe of wood, are nothing inferior to thofe of any 
other part of the world ; for without falfifying, this country has the belt timber in the 
univerfe, in the Opinion of all that have been there fo this time. Among the variety 
and multitude of their trees, there are two that moft ufually ferve for building,, and 
are fo incorruptible, that they do not decay in the leaft, either under ground or under 
water j and they are fo folid and heavy, that they do not fwins upon the water, and a 
log of them ferves inftead of an anchor to a flap. One of them is black, but not fo as 
ebony j the other is red, and bpth of them when the bark is taken off are fo fmooth 
and fleek that they fcarce need any plaining. Thefe trees are called tin, and it would 
not be deviating much from the truth to fay they were that incorruptible wood which 
Solomon made ufe of for building the temple : for we know the feripture gives them 
a name much like this, calling them ligna thyina. The mountains of Cochin-China 
are all foil of thefe trees, all ftraight, of fuch a prodigious height, that they feem to 
touch the clouds, and fo thick that two men cannot fathom them. Of this timber the 
Cochin-Chinefe build their houfes, every man being free to cut down as many as he 
pleafes. 

The whole fabric pf their houfes refts upon high, folid, and well fettled pillars, 
between which they place boards to remove at pleafure ; either to exchange them for 
cane lattices, which they weave neatly, to let in the air in hot weather ; or to leave 
a free paffage for the water and boats, at the time of the inundation, as we obferved 
above. They have alfo a thoufand curious inventions, and ingenious contrivances 
to fet off their houfes with carving, and other works on wood, which are a very great 
ornament. 

Since we have begun to talk of trees, before we proceed upon any other matter, I 
will here mention fomething of a fort of wood, accounted the richeft commodity that 
* -an be carried out of Cochin-China to other parts ; which is the moft famous wood 
called aquila, ol? ea&le-wood, and calamba ; which are the fame thing as to the tree, 
but differ in their value and virtue. Of thefe trees, which are thick and high enough., 
the Kemois mountains are veiy foil ; if the wood be cut off a young tree, it proves 
aquila or eagle-wood, and of this there is great abundance, every one cutting as 
much as he can : but when the woqd is of an old tree, that proves calamba ; which 
were very hard to be found, had not nature itfelf provided for it, caufing thefe fame 
trees to grow on the tops of inacceflible mountains, where growing old without being 
expofed to deftru&ion, fome boughs of them now and then drop down, breaking oft, 
eitner for want of moifture, or through age, and are therefore found rotten and 
worm-eaten, infinitely exceeding the common aquila or eagle-vjeod, in virtue ahd 
fweet feent \ and- this is the fo highly valued and famous calamba. ( The aquila is 
fold by any body, but the calamba belongs only to the King, becaufe of the ( high 
value of its perfume and virtue. And to fay the truth, it is fo fweet where they gather it, 
that fome pieces befog prefented to me, by way of experiment, I* buried them above 
a yawl and a half under ground, and yet they difeovered themfelves by their fragrancy. 
'The calamba where taken, is worth five ducats a pound ; but in the port of Cochin* 
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China, where the trade is. It bears a much greater prtc^, and is net foM.uader fixteen 
ducats a pound, In Japan it is worth two hundred dhcats a pound ; but if there be a 
piece big enough for a man to lay his head on like a pillow, the Japanefe will give 
at the rate oftnree or four hundred ducats a pound t- the reafon of Which is, becaufe 
they inftead of a foft down pillar, when they ileep, lay their head on feme hard thing, 
and generally it is a piece of wood, which every one according to his ability, endea- 
vours to have of as great value as he can ; and a piece of calamba is looked upon as 
a pillow fit for none but a King, or. fome great lord. Yet the aquila, though of lefs 
price and efteem than the calamba, is fo confiderable, -that one (hip's load of h enriches 
any merchant for ever, and the bed advantage the King can allow the governor of 
Malacca, is to grant him one voyage of sEquila ; becaufe Brahmans arid Banians of 
'India byrning their dead With this tweet Wood, the confumption of it is continually 
very great. 

To conclude, Cochin-China abounds in rich mines of the mod precious metals, 
efpecially gold ; and to. reduce to a few words what might be faid more at large of the 
plenty of this country, I will conclude with that which the European merchants trading 
thither commonly fay of it "; which is, that in fome meafure the wealth of Cochin- 
China is greater than that of China iflfclf ; and we all know how rich that country 
is in all refpe£ts. 

I ought in this place to fay fomething of the beads, whereof we before obferved there 
was a great variety and numbers in Cochin-China ; but that I may not dilate too 
much, I will only ’treat of the elephants and abadas, or rhinocerofes, chiefly found 
here ; of which many curious things may be faid, which perhaps very many have not 
heard off. 


CHAP. IV. — Of the Elephants and Abadas, or Rhinocerofes. 

THERE are abundance of elephants in the woods of Cochin-China, which they 
make no ufe of, becaufe they know not how to take or tame them : therefore they 
bring them tame and well taught from Cambogia, a neighbouring kingdom. Thele 
are twice as big as thofe of India, the round print of their feet they leave behind them 
being not lefs than half a yard diameter ; the two teeth (licking out of the mouth,, 
whereof ivory is made, are very often four yards and a half long ; that is thofe of the 
males, for thofe of the females are much (horter ; by which it is eafy to compute, how 
much thofe elephants of Cochin-China are bigger than thofe (hewn about in Europe, 
whofe' teeth are not above three quarters of a yard long. The elephants live many 
years ; and I aflring how old one might be, the driver of it told me, it was fixty 
yearn old before it came from Cambogia, and had . lived forty in Cochin-China : and. 
having myfelf fcveral times travelled upon elephants in that kingdom I can relate many 
things that will feera ftrange, but yet are very true. 

An elephant generally carries thirteen or fourteen perfons, who are thus difpofed of : 
as we lay a faddle on a horfe, fo they clap a certain machine upon the elephant, which 
is like a coach, wherein there are four feats ; it is fattened with chains under the 
elephant's belly % as a horfe’s faddle is girt. The coach has two doors on the fides, 
where fix perfons fit, three on a fide, and another behind where there are two more j. 
and laftly the nayre, who fupplies the place of a coachman, fits over the elephant's, 
head and guides him® Nor have I travelled in this manner by land only, but very 
often by fea too, eroding arms of it above a mile over j and it is wonderful to any 
body that knew it not before, to fee fuch a vaft great lump of flefli fwipiming under 
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foch ft we^lrtSji fo that it looked like a boat rowing. True it is, the bead groaned under 
l>y die unreafohable ..bulk of hte,pvm -body, and the difficulty of 
breathing \ and therefore to eafe itfelf in that pain, it fucked in water with* the trunk, 
and fpouted kout fo high, that it looked like feme great’ whale gliding along the 
ocean. ' 

For. the fame reafon of its mighty corpulency, it finds much difficulty in (looping 
down ; and this being abfolutely necefiary for the convenience of paffengers to get up 
to or down from the coach, he does it not but when commanded by the nayre ; and 
if when he is kneeling, any one ftops but never fo little, upon ceremony, or any 
other account, he rifes up, not having patience to continue in that pofture, it is fo 
painful. 

Nor is it lefs wonderful to behold, how at the nayre’* command he makes, as it 
Were, a ladder of his limbs for the greater ’ convenience of thofe that are to. get up 
into the coach : the firft ftep is his foot, which is high enough j for tfi0F fecond he 
turns out the firft joint above the fame foot, diftant enough from the other ; for the 
third he bends his knee ; for the fourth his hip-bone, (licking out to that purpofe ; 
and from whence he that gets up, lays hold of a chain faftened to the coach itfelf, 
where he feats himfelf. 

By this it plainly appears how much they are miftaken who fay and write that the 
elephant can neither kneel mor bow down ; and that the only way to take him, is u>. 
cut the tree he leans againft to deep \ for that falling together with the falfe fupport, 
and not being able to rife, he becomes a certain prey to him that lies in wait j which 
is all a fable, though it be true he lies not down to deep, that being an uneafy 
pofture to him as has been faid, but deeps always (landing, with a continual agitation 
of his head. 

Upon occafion of war or battle, they take off the roof of the coach, whence, as it 
were from a tower, the foldiers fight with mufkets, arrows, and fometimes a finall 
piece of cannon, the elephant being ftrong enough to carry it, his ftrength being 
anfwerable to all the reft : and I have feen one myfelf, that would carry vail weights 
upon his trunk, and another that lifted up a great piece of cannon with it, and another 
who by himfelf launched ten galliots one after another, taking hold of them very 
dexteroudy with his teeth, and (hoving them into the fea. I have feen others pull up 
large trees with as much eafe as we do a cabbage or a lettuce : with the fame eafe they 
throw down houfeS*, levelling whole ftreets when they are commanded, either to 
do harm to an enemy in war, or to (lop the fury of the flames upon occafion. of 
any fire. . • 

The length of the trunk is proportionable to the height of the reft of his body, fo 
that he can take up any thing with it off the ground without (looping. It is made of 
abundance of finall finews knit together, which makes it fo pliable, that he can take 
up the leaft thing, and yet fo ftroiig and firm as we have (hewn.- 

AUthe body is covered with a rough a(h coloured (kin. An elephant’s ufual day's 
journey is twelve leagues, and his motion has the fame effe£l upon thofe that are not 
ufed to it, as that of a (hip at fea. . ^ 

I (hall fay nothing, more wonderful concerning the elephant’s docility, or aptnefs 
*to learn, than what is generally reported ; by which it will appear ths?rc was reafon 
to fay, “ no bead was more fenfible than the elephant for it tines fuch things .as 
feem, to be the a&s of prudence and underftanding. In the first pjacc,. though the 
nayre makes ufe of a certain inftrument of iron a yard long, which has a hook a. one 
end wherewith he (trikes and punches him, that he may. be watchful, and mind wha^ 
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__. t _ tt _ # iron like afc^thf, Which for this purpofe is faftened 

Jrt tj tfi^ top of the coach, wherewith jupon occafion having firft laid old 
, he cuts them with his trunk, and makes himfelf way, cutting, through 
ft fdxptf where it is e&fily known to have been an elephant that gnade 
and’jdl th» he does with great eafe and expedition in obedience to the 
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when he goes through places where 
I once went a journey with ~ 


th^fe i«tay t»e ajurggrof fuch an apeidient. I once went a journey with (even or eight 
elqH&atsm comp^, and heard the nayres every one warn , his own bead, to look 
o#^aref«Uy wh#¥hft#t^is feet ; for they were to pafs over a fandy place about s 
inile in length, where d}orns grew up among the fand ; upon this intimation all the 
dawa thitar heads, ind looking out as it were, for fome fmall thing 
thitf is loft, they Walked that mile very cautioufly, ftep by ftep, till being told then 
vtas # more to fey-, they lifted up their heads, going on as- they had done at firft. 

reme "it njfaj&vib the : inn, the nayres fent the elephants to the wood to feed, 
without taking tftpe^tS eff their backs ; and I aiking why they did not take it down 
th%''S^wa-^ii;.|b^il^^ephants fed on the boughs of the trees, and therefore the] 
leftthe coach on thsarbacks that they might cut them with that irdb we mendonfed wa 
^efore^k. ^Tfhe 

oUSving .reft, laying hold of thgfe boughs wjtfe|d 

truck* barked them with Bis tee$a, ? c-at them up as quick, and with as ..gpi 

a as we Would i-%* or vqaritm ; of fruit* Difcourfing the next day will 
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. .1^ oy' w’lwot^Tiriirlnch was Gnin, he 
j&jmjfrjfal>r*io what tyas faid to him 
' v ‘ psm&gm tbit looked Cpon you yefterday when/yoti^ 
as oce of.'them was, and come before him as you di< 
f the L '^yfe L |^oke the words, but ^e ,(! elflphaiBt 
;,ftngltng hte out among aU diKccmpwyj (hewed ifenie 
fehig himfelf very loWj fie v^^ away, asif were hiiiMte 
* "faftfaw ' me full of aftoxuflukeht, to fee -tfjjMj 


fee t£jat 
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bead fijQuld underftand, and do whit it was comfriandecL Tet the ' 

elephant ia obedient to none but the nayre, or ;hfe hiafter ; and he will only endure to 

5 fer if he- thojuld fee apy othe^ perfon mount, inhere '^fere* 
d^er^i^teglhuld throw down the coach with’his trunlk, arid kill him V aud tbetfe- 
fore:fc&e^g&y'1ibdy is to get up, the nayre generally covers his i eyes with hi# 'rifts, 
which^weiy.'iarge and ill fhapad&f ’ .. 1;^'..;% '■ '•* ■& • 

tithe the elephant does not pfeejrj^t'eadily AS*, he (hpuj^^lhd nayre beats 
him cruelly on the middle of 4 $ o» 

hitf head ;|0»e. time when Pvri&S ripdn'bifh, ^wth':4^eral\btB<e^l^|pS| , '• isayre beat him 
in thfe mariner, and every ftiok& he gave $&, k appeared- ias if we fhould have been 
All thrown down headlong; Generally *they give him ^.jo^/ib«eA;>'&b3N5’:'pja the 
middle of the hardhead, but with fuch force, that the elephant qiiak^i and yet 
bears all patiently. There is only one time when he obeys neither the nayre, por any 
other perfon, which is, when ori a fudden he is inflamed with lull: ; for then, -being 
quite befide himfelf, he bears with nobody, but lays hold of the coach with all that are 
in it, killing, deflroying, and beating eveVy thing to pieces. But the nayre by certain figns 
difcovers it a little before it domes on and getting down fpeedily with all the paffengers, 
unloads him, taking down the coach, and leaves him alone in fome bye place- till that 
fury be over ; after which, being fenfible of his error, and as it were afhamed of himfelf,. 
he goes with his head low to receive the blows that are to be given him, thinkin g' 
he has deferved them. 

Formerly the elephants were of great ufe in war, and thofe armies were formidable 
that carried great troops of them into the field ;. but fince the Portuguele found out 
the way of ufing artificial fireworks to them, they ire rather hurtful than otherwise;, 
for not being able to endure thofe fparks of fire which get into their eyes, they betake- 
themfelves to flight, breaking their own armies, killing and confounding all that fiand> 
in then: way. ' - 

The tame elephant fights with only two creatures, which are the wild elephant, and 
the abada, or rhinoceros ; the latter it overcomes, by the firft is generally conquered.. 
The rhinoceros is a beaft of fhape between a horfe and an. ox, but as big. as one of 
the fmallefl elephants, covered all over with fcales, as it were fo. many plate3 of ar- 
mour. He has but one horn in the middle of the forehead, which is ftraight and py- 
ramidal, and his feet and hoofs are like thofe of an ox. When I was at Nuocmon,, 
a city in the province of Pulucambi, the governor went out td hunt a rhinoceros, that, 
was in a wood near our dwelling place. He had with him alcove a hundred men,, 
fome on foot, and fome on horfeback, and eight or ten elephants. The rhinoceros' 
came out of the wood, and feeing fo many enemies, was fo far from giving any tokens 
of fear, that it furioufly encountered them all ^ who opened and making & lane* let. 
the rhinoceros run through : it came to the rear, where the governor was a-top of his 
elephant, waiting to kill it ; the elephant endeavours today hold with his trunk, but 
could not by reafon of the rhinoceros’s fwiftnefs and leaping, and driving to wound 
the ele phan t with its horn. The governor knowing it cbuid receive nb»hurt, on ac T 
oodftt of its fcales, unlefswhen {truck on the fide, i^ed titf drii^g it laid opsin the 
vulnerable part, and calling a dart, dexteroufly fltuck it thropgn from fide fide, 
with gteat applaufe and fotisfa&ion of all the multitude df 

any more to do, - laid it upon a great pile of wood, and fetfiog firfe to:%;._l^p^d'and 
danced about vvhilft the fcales were burning anil- fiefe : as it 

tOafled, and eating them. Of the entrails,, that is, 'the they 

made a'- more daintv difh. and eave it to the governor, who Atas upon a rifing group<J 

diverting 
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diverting himfelf with their merriment. I being prefent, obtained the h^ofs from the 
governor •, which are looked upon to have the fame quality and, virtue, as the claws 
of the great bead (0/ hoof of the elk), and fo the horn is good againft poifon, as 
that of the unicorn. 


CHAP. V..-— Of the Qualities, Cufims, and Manners of the Cochin-Ghinefe ; of their 

Way of living , their Habit and Cures. 

THE* Cochin- Chinefe arc in colour like the Chinefe ; that is, inclining to an olive- 
colour : 1 mean thofe that are neared the fca ; for thofe up the inland, as far as Ton- 
quin, arc as white as Europeans. The fbape* of their faces is exactly like the Chinefe, 
with flat notes, fmali eyes, but of an indifferent ftature, not fo Ihort as the Japanefe, 
nor fo tall as the Chinefe. Yet they are dronger and more adtive than either of them, 
and braver than the Chinefe, but are outdone by the Japanefe in one thing, which 
is the contempt of life in danger and battle *, the Japanefe feeming to make no account 
of life, nor to apprehend the leaft fear of death. 

The Cochin-l hinefe are naturally the mod courteous and affable of all the eaftern 
nations ; and though on the one fide they value thcmfelves much upon their valour, 
yet on the other they look upon it as a great fhame-to differ themfelves to be tranf- 
ported with paffion. And whereas ail the other eaftern nations, looking upon the 
Europeans as a profane people, do naturally abhor them, and therefore fly from us 
when we firft come among them : in Cochin-China it happens quite contrary ; for 
they ftrive who (hall be neared us, afk a thou find quedions, invite us to eat with 
them, and in fhort ufe all manner of courtefy with much familiarity and refpedt. So 
it happened to me and my companions when we fird came there, being as it were 
among friends of an old (landing. This is a very good difpolition to facilitate the 
preaching of the gofpel. 

'l’his loving and eafy difpolition is the caufe of much concord among them, they 
all treating one another as familiarly as if they were brothers or of the fame family, 
though they have never known or teen one another before ; and it would be looked 
upon as a mod vile adlion, if one man eating any thing, though ever fo little, (hould 
not (hare with all about him, giving every one a bit. They are alfo naturally kind 
and free hearted to the poor, to whom it is cudomary among them never to deny 
alms, when alked ; and it would be reputed a great fault to deny* it, as if it were due 
to them. Thus it happened, that feme drangers efcaping from a (hipwreck in a port 
*m Cochin-China, and not knowing the language to make .known their want, but learn- 
ing only this*word, doii, which fignifies, 1 am hungry : when the native? faw drangers 
at their doors, crying out doii, as if the greated misfortune in the world had befallen 
them, every one drove to be before another in giving them fomething to eat ; fo 
that in a (hort time they gathered fo much provision, that a (hip being afterwards 
given them by the King to return to their country, they took fuch an affe&ion to that 
country, where they found all things for their fuftenance at fuch an eafy rate, that 
not a man of then^would go away. So that the captain of the fhip was forced to 
drive them aboard with many blows and cuts, which he effectually did, loading the 
fhip with rice they had gathered only by going about, crying, 1 am hungry. 

But as ready as the Gochin-C.hinefe are to give, fo are they as apt, if not more, to 
afk for any thing they fee, fo foon as ever they call their eye on a thing that is new 
to than, and curious, they fay, “ fchin mecaii that is, give me one of thefe things } 
ytnd k is fuch a rudenefe to refute them, though the thing be rare and precious, mat 
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whofoever fltould do it, would be ever after looked upon as a vile’pcrfon ; l'o that a 
man muft either hide, or be ready to give what he fhews. A Portuguefc merchant 
difliking this uncommon cuftom, as not ufed to it, refolvei,, finco every one aikcd 
of him whatfoevcr he faw, to do the fame with them ; ^ xordingly he came 10 a poor 
fifherman’s boat, and laying hold of a pannier full of fi\' in the country language 
faid to him, “ lbhin mocaii the honed man made no j'wer, but gave him all. the 
pannier as it was, for him to carry home, as he did, admiring the liberality of the 
Cochin-Chinefe ; ,but taking companion on the poor fUhcrman he afterwards paid him 
the full value of it. 

The manner of breeding and civility of the Cochin-Chinefe is more or left the 
fame with that of the Chinefe, always punctually obferving all niceties ; we know thefe 
latter obferve between fuperiors and inferiors, equals, and the refpeft due to old per- 
fons, ever preferring the elded, of what degree foever, and ’"giving them preference 
before the younger. Wherefore feme of thofe gentlemen coming often a vifiting to 
our houfc, though the interpreter told them that a father we had there, fomewhat 
older than the reft, was not our fuperior, yet they could never be brought to pay 
their reipedt to the young fuperior, before the old man. In every houfe, though ever 
fo poor, the Cochin-Chinefe have three forts of feats the firft and meaned, is a mat 
upon the bare floor, on which perfons of equal quality fit, as thofe that are of the 
fame family. The next is a low dool, covered with a very fine mat ; which is for 
perfons of better account. The third, is a couch about three quarters of a yard high, 
on which only the lords and governors of places fit, or perfons dedicated to the divine 
fervice, and on this they always make our fathers fit. 

This good nature and civility of the Cochin-Chinefe makes them fo courteous to 
Grangers, whom they allow to live according to their own laws, and to wear what 
clothes they pleafe ; and fo they praife their cuftoms and admire their doctrine frankly, 
preferring them before their own, quite contrary to the Chinefe, who defpife all but 
their own cuftoms and doctrine. 

As for their habit, we have before obferved that it is the general cuftom in Cochin- 
China to wear filk, it only remains to fpeak of the fafhion of their cloaths. To begin 
with the women : l think it the moft modeft garb of all India j for even in the hotteft: 
weather, they fuffer no part of the body to be uncovered : they wear five or fix petti- 
coats, one over another, all of feveral colours ; the firft reaches to the ground, which 
they trail along with fuch gravity and ftate that the tips of their toes are not feen ; the 
fecond is half a fpan fhorter than the firft, the third fhorter than that, and fo one 
over another, fo that all the feveral colours appear j and this is the women’s habit 
from the waift downwards ; for on their bodies they wear doublets checkered of feveral 
colours ; over all they have a veil, but fo thin, that though it covers them, yet it is 
tranfparent, and fliews all their gaiety with modefty, and makes a beauteous majeftic 
appearance. Their hair is loofe, fpreading over their flioulders, fo long that it reaches 
to the ground, and the longer the greater beauty it is reckoned. On their head they 
wear fuch a broad cap, that it covers all the face, fo that they cannot 'fee above four 
or five paces before them ; and thefe caps are interwoven with filk and gold, accord- 
ing to the quality of the perfon. The women when met, are not obliged to any other 
return of civility, but to lift up the brims of their caps, fo much as tneir face may be 
fccn. The men, inftead of breeches, fwathe themfclves with a whole pipce of fluff, 
putting on over them five or fix long and large gowns all of fine filk, and of feveral 
colours, with wide fleeves, like thofe of the monks of the order of St. Benedict ; and 
thele gowns, from the waift downwards, are all ilaiued curioufly, fo that as a n&n 
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moves he makes a fliew of all thefe feveral colours together, and if any wind blows 
to lift them up, they look like peacocks with their fine feathers fpread abroad. 

They let 'their hair g<row as the women do, down to their heels, and wear the fame 
'fort of hats or broad caps. Thofe who have any beard, and they are but few, never cut 
it ; being in this like the Chinefe, as they are in fuffering the nails of their hands to 
grow, which the pcoplfc of note never pare ; this being a mark of diltin&ion between 
t hem and the commonalty, who always keep them fhort for the coriveniency of their 
trades ; whereas the gentry have them fo long, that they cannot grvfp any thing fmall 
in their hands. Nor can they approve of our falhion of cutting our hair and nails ; 
being of opinion, that they were given by natui;c as an ornament to man : fo that fome 
difeourfe arifing once concerning hair, they darted an objediort, which was not fo cafy 
at firft to anfwer, faying : “ If the Saviour of the world, whom in your actions you pro- 
fefs youi'felvcs to imitate', wore his hair long, after the manner of the Nazarites, as 
you yourfelves do affirm, and fhew by your pictures, why do not you do fo too ?'* 
adding, £ ‘ that our Saviour’s wearing long hair demonftrated it to be the better fafhion.” 
But at lad they were lluisfied with the anfwer we made, that this imitation did not confift 
in the outward drolls. 

The fcholars and doflors are fomewhat mor<5 gravely clad, without fo many colours 
and flafhes, and therefore cover all their gowns with one of black damalk. They alfo 
wear a thing like a dole about their necks, and a blue filk maniple on their arms, 
covering their heads with caps made after the manner of mitres. 

Both men and women carry fans in their hands, rather for ornament than ufe, and 
they are not unlike thofe the women in Europe ufe. For mourning, as we Europeans 
ufe black, they wear white. They never uncover their heads in diluting, that being 
looked upon as an uncivil action : in this they agree with the Chinefe, among whom 
that cudorn is reputed fo unmannerly, that to comply with them in this particular, 
the fathers of the foeiety were forced to obtain leave of Pope Paul the Fifth to cele- 
brate the holy facrifice of the xnafs covered. In fhort, the Cochin-Chinefe wear 
neither fhoes nor dockings, only laving their feet with leather foies fadened acrofs the 
toes with filk, like fandals, nor do they think it indecent to go quite barefoot ; and 
though going fhod or unffiod they are apt to dirty their feet, they value it not, their 
being in every houfe at the door of the chief room, a lajjge pan of clean water, in 
which they wafh their feet, leaving there thofe foies or fandals, and, taking them again 
when they go away, becaufe they cannot dirty their feet, all the floors being covered 
with quits. 

The Cochin-Chincfo not being fo fond of their own cudoms as to defpiie thofe of 
draugers, as the Chinefe do, our fathers in thofe parts have no occafion to change 
their habit, wherein they differ but little from the generality of all India. They wear 
a thin cotton caffock, which they call chingon, and is generally blue, without any 
cloak, or other upper garment. They have no fhoes, neither after the European 
nor countty ftffhion ; the fird they cannot get, becaufe there is nobody knows how to 
make them ; and the litter they cannot endure, becaufe of the pain it is to any one 
that is not ufed to it,* to have his toes fpread at a didance from one another, by the 
buttons that fatten them on, and therefore they choofe, as the lefs evil, to go quite 
barefoot, though it expol’es them to continual pains in the bowels, efpecialiy at fird, 
by reafon of the daiqpncfs of the country, and their not being uled to it. True it is, 
that in time nature complies, and the fkin grows fo hard, that it is no pain to walk 
imon ftones or briars. When I returned to Macao, I could not endure fhoes, feeling 
tRem a weight and incumbrance to my feet. 


The 
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The chief fuftenancc of the Cochin-Chinofe is rice; and it is wonderful, that 
tliough the country abounds in flelh, iowl, fifli, and fruit, of fo many Several forts, yet 
when they eat, they firft fill their belly with rice, and then talk* el other tilings, as it 
were for f’afhion’s fake. They make more account of rice than we do of bread, and 
that it may not clog them, they eat it alone without any feafoning of fait, fugar, oil, or 
butter, but boiled in fo much water as will keep it from burning, fo that the grain 
remains whole, only fattened and moiftened. For this very reafon that the rice is not 
feafoned, it is the eafier of digeftion, and therefore thole who live upon rice, as they 
do in the Eaft, commonly eat it at leaft Sour times a-day, and a great quantity of it to 
fupport nature. The Cochin- Chinefe eat fitting crofs- legged on the ground, with a 
round table before them, breall-high, with mouldings, or^ adorned with filver or gold, 
according to the people’s quality or wealth : it is not very large, becaufe the cuftom 
is for every man to have one to himlelf ; fo that at a frail, as many guefts as there 
are fo many tables are provided, and the fame is done when they dine privately ; 
only, fometimes matt and wile, or father and ion, will make a {hilt with the fame 
table. They neither ufe knives nor forks ; of the firil they have no need, as every 
thing is brought up from the kitchen cut into fmali bits ; the place of the lalt is fup- 
plied by two little (ticks, wherewith the*)' neatly and very readily take up any thing ; 
nor have they any need of napkins, for they never foul their hands nor touch any thing 
with them. 

There are frequent invitations among neighbours, and at thole entertainments they 
provide other forts of dilhes than what we have hitherto fpoken of ; for they make no 
account of rice, fuppofing every man has enough of that at home ; and though he 
that treats be never fo poor, he does not come oik with credit, unlefs every gueft’s 
table be ferved with at leaft an hundred dilhes ; and it being the cuftom to invite all 
their friends, kindred and neighbours, there is no leaft where there is lefs than thirty, 
forty, fifty, fometimes a hundred, and even two hundred guefts. 1 was once myfclf 
at a folemn entertainment, at which no lefs than two thoufand were feafted, and there- 
fore thefe banquets mult be made in the country, that there may be room for fo 
manv tables. Nor mult any one be furprifed that the tables being fmali, they are 
furmfhed with a hundred dilhes at leaft ; for upon thefe occafions they very curioully 
make frames of fugar canes on the table, on which they dilpole of the faid dilhes; 
and there niuft be in them all the varieties of meat the country produces, as well ilefli 
as filh, and butcher’s meat as fowl, wild and tame creatures, with all forts of fruit 
the feafon aflbrds; for if but one were wanting, it would be a great fault in tlic cm 
tertainer, and they would not count it a feaft. The men of quality that arc invited 
eat firfi, being waited on by their chief fervants. When the mailers have tailed oi 
all they like bell, the principal fervants take their places and ear, being waited on by 
the inferior fort ; then thefe fucce'ed in their places, and becaufe all of them are not 
able to confume fitch plenty, and according to cuftom all the dilhes mull, be emptied, 
when thefe are fatisfied, then the very moaned fervants, of every great .man come in, 
and do not only eat their belly full, but put up all the fragments in bags they carry for 
that purpofe, and carry them home, wfiere they merrily divide it among the boys, and 
other mean fry, and lo the feaft ends. _ * 

Cochin-China produces no grapes, and therefore inftead of wine they drink a liquor 
diftiiled from rice, which taftes like brandy, and refembles it in #olour and’harflmels, 
fpirit and brilkncls, and they have fuch plentyof it, that all people in general drink 
as much as they will, and are as drunk as people are among us with wine. Graver 
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perfons mix that liquor with fome other water diftilled from calamba, which gives ft 
a delicious fmcll, and is a delicate compofition. 

, Between meals they drink hot water, wherein they boil the root of an herb they 
call chia, from which the liquor is named. It is cordial, and helps to difpel humours 
from the ftomach, and promote digeftion. The Japanefe and Chinefe ufe fuch a fort 
of drink, but in China, inftead of the root they boil the leaves of the herb ; and in 
Japan a powder made of the fame leaves ; however, the effedt is the fame, and they 
all call it chia. ' 

Amidft this great plenty of meat, and abundance of provifions, it is incredible how 
much hunger and third: we Europeans endure ; not fo much for want of food, as be- 
caufe we are not ufed to that diet, nature finding a very great want of bread and wine ; 
and I believe the Cochiyi- Chinefe would be in the fame condition, fhould they come 
into Europe, where they would be deprived of their ufual fultenance of rice, though 
they had plenty of other delicate provifions. To this purpofe, I will not omit to relate 
what happened to us with a governor of Cochin-China ; he being a friend of ours, 
was invited by us to eat at our houfe, and the more to fhew our afl'edh’on, we endea- 
voured to have feveral dilhes drefied for him r after the European manner. lie fat 
down to table, and when vve expected he fhould acknowledge our kindnefs, commend 
the cookery, and thank us for the variety, as we had been at much trouble about ir, 
when he had tailed them all, he could not eat of any one, though out of civility he 
drove againft his ftomach ; and we were obliged to drefs more meat according to the 
country falhion, the bell we could, whereof he afterwards eat very favourily, to his; 
own and our fatisfa&ion. Yet Providence does not n eg left a thoufand ways to fupport 
thofe that undergo thefe hardlliips for the preaching of the gofpel, finding means, 
even in this world, to requite what they fuffer for the fake of God, as happens in this 
particular of food, as was before faid of going barefoot ; for by degrees nature be- 
comes familiar with it, and fo habituated to the cuftom of the country, that it feems 
ftrange on returning to its firft ways. This happened to me, who, when I returned 
from thence, coveted nothing but the rice of Cochin-China, which I thought fatisfied 
me more than any other thing. 

As for phyficians, and their mode of practice, there are aboundance of doctors, 
not only Portuguefe but natives ; and it often is experimentally known, that the 
country phyficians eafily cure feveral difeafes, which the European phyficians know not 
how to treat ; fo it fometimes happens, that after our phyficians have given over a 
patieRt, they call in one of the country, and he cures him. 

The phyficians of the country follow this fort of practice : being come to the pa- 
tient's bed-fide, they, ftay a little to fettle themfelves after the motion of coming ; 
then they feel the pulfe for a long while together, very attentively, and with much 
confideration ; after which they ufually fay, “ you have fuch a diftemper,” and if 
incurable they honeftly fay, “ 1 have no cure for this difeafe,” which is a fign the 
patient will die. If thpy find the difeafe curable they fay, “ I have a medicine that 
will cure him : and I will do it in fo many days.” Then they agree what they are to 
have if they cure the fick man, bargaining the belt they can, and fometimes they 
draw up writings to bind the contract. After this the phyfician himfelf prepares the 
medicine, without the help of an apothecary, for which reafon there are none in the 
country \ and this they do that they may not difeover the fecret of the art they prac- 
tice, and becaufe they will not truft another to put together the ingredients they pre- 
feribe. If the patient recovers within the time appointed, as generally happens, ha 
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pay* the price agreed on ; if he mifcarries, the phylician lofes his labour and me- 
dicines. 

The medicines they give are not like ours, which caufe a Ioathipg and are iaxative ; 
but theirs are palatable as their broths, and nourilhing without any other fultenance, 
which makes them give the patient feveral dofes in a day, as we give broth at fo many 
hours interval ; and thefe do not alter the courfe of nature but* only aflift its ufual 
operations, difperiing the peccant humours, without wracking the patient. 

1 remember an occurrence worth relating in this place : a Portuguefe falling Tick, 
lent for the European phyftcians, who having ufed their endeavours, gave him over. 
When they were gone, a phylician of the, country was called, who undertook to cure 
him in fo many days, Itridtly enjoining him, whilft he was under his hands, to have 
nothing to do with women, upon pain of certain death, Irbm which the virtue of his 
medicine could not deliver him. They agreed upon the price, and the phylician 
undertook to cure him in thirty days. The patient took the medicines preferibed to 
him, and in a few days found himfelf fo well recovered, that he was not afraid to 
tranfgrefs the phyiician’s injunction ; who, coming to vifit him, by the alteration of his 
puli’e difeovered the fick man’s incontinency, and bid him prepare to die, bccaufe there 
was no cure for him ; but that he lhould*pay him his money, fincc it was none of his 
fault that he mult die. The cafe was tried, the Tick man was adjudged to pay, and fo 
he died. 

Bleeding is alfo ufed but not fo much as in Europe ; nor is it done with a fteol 
lancet, but they have abundance of goofe quills, in which they fix forae bits of fine 
porcelain, made fliarp and lhaped like the teeth of a faw, fome bigger, fome lels, of 
feveral fizes ; when they are to let blood, they apply one of thefe quills to the vein, 
proportionable to the fize of it, and giving it a fillip with the finger, open the vein, 
only fo much of the porcelain entering as is roquifite ; and what is molt wonderful, 
when they have drawn the blood, they ufe no fillet or binding to flop it ; but wetting 
their thumb with Ijpittle they prefs the orifice, fo that the flelh returning to the place 
whence it was parted, the blood is llopt, and runs out no more, which I fuppofe to 
proceed from the manner of opening the vein, as it were (awing it with the indented 
porcelain, and therefore it clofes again the eafier. 

There are alfo furgeons, who have fome wonderful fecrets, whereof I will give 
but two alliances, ojje pra&ifed upon myfelf, the other upon one of our brothers, my 
companion. 1 happened to fall from a very high place, with my bread againd the 
corner of a done, whereupon I prefcntly began to fpit blood, and had a wound in ^ 
my bread outwardly. Wc applied fome medicines after our European maimer, but it) no 
purpofe. A furgeon of the country came and took a quantity of a certain herb like 
what we call mercury, and making it into a plaller, laid it on my bread ; then he 
caufed fome of that herb to be boiled for me to drink ; and made me eat the fame herb 
raw ; and thus in a few days perfectly cured me. I, to make another experiment, caufed 
the leg of a hen to be broken in lev oral places, and making a plader as he had 
done of the fame herb, bound it upon the broken leg, and in a few days it was 
whole and found. _ * 

A fcorpion bit a brother of ours, my companion, in the neck; and in that kingdom 
the bite of a fcorpion is mortal. All his throat fwelled immediately, and we were about 
giving him extreme undtion* A furgeon was fent for, who immediately let, a pot of 
rice boiling in nothing but fair water, then clapping the pot to the brother’s feet, co- 
vered him and it clofe with cloths, that the (team might not efcape, and as foon as 
the fteam and hot vapour of the rice reached the place where the bite was, the brother 



AN ACCOUNT OP COCHIN-CHINA. 


70 ° 

felt the pain Sfliinged, the fwelling in his throat fell, and he remained as found as if 
nothing had ailed him. 

Many other inftances might be added, but I fhall only fay that the medicines iri thole 
parts have a greater virtue than when they come to us ; and particularly 1 can affirm, 
that I brought with me a fmall calk of rhubarb, which was extraordinary good there, 
and when 1 came into Europe, having fpent two years by the way, 1 found it lo 
changed, that 1 l'carcely knew it myfelf ; fo that thole medicines lofc much of their 
virtue in conveying from diftant countries to our parts. 

CHAP. VI. — Of the Civil and Political Government of the Cochin-Chincfc. 

I WILL give a brief account of as much as may fulfice for the reader’s information ; 
for it vtould be too tedious, and beyond the purpofc of this my fhortr elation, to difeourfe 
of every thing in particular. The government of Cochin-China in general, is a 
medium betwixt thole of China and Japan ; for the Japanefe make lefs account of 
learning than military knowledge : and on the contrary, the Chinefe attribute all to 
learning, taking little notice of warlike affairs. The Cochin-C.hinefe, following the 
example of neither, equally encourage learnihg, and lkill in war, according as occalion 
offers ; fometimes preferring the foldier, and fometimes the fcholar, and lb rejecting 
them, as appears moll convenient. 

In Cochin-China there are feveral univerfities, in which there are profelfors, fcholars 
and degrees conferred by way of examination, in the fame manner as is pradifed in 
China ; the fame fciences being taught, and the fame books and authors read ; that is, 
Zinfu or Confucius, as the Portuguefe call them, which are authors of fuch profound 
learning, and in luch efteem and reputation among them, as Ariftotle is among us, 
being much more antient than he. Thefe books of theirs are full of erudition, of 
ftories, of grave fentences, of proverbs, and fuch like things, for the directing a civil 
life, as are Seneca, Cato and Cicero among us : and they fpend many years in learning 
the mie fenfe of the phrafes, words, charaders and hieroglyphics they are written in ; 
but what they moll value is moral philofophy or ethics, economy and policy. It is 
comical to fee and hear them, when they are ftudying, read and repeat their leffons 
in fuch a tone as if they were Tinging, which they do to ufe themfelves to it, and give 
every word its proper accents, which are many, every one exprefling a different thing ; 
and therefore one would think, that to converfe with them, a man muff underftand 
• the grounds of mufic. 

The language they generally fpeak is different from what they read and teach in 
the fchools, and which their books are written in : as among us the vulgar language 
differs from the Latin ufed in the fchools. In this they differ from the Chinefe, who, 
if they are learned or noble, always ufe the fame language which they call of manda- 
rines, that is, of dodors, judges and governors ; and the charaders they ufe in writing 
and printing; their books are above eight thoufand, all differing from one another. 
Eor this reafon the fafhers of the fociety fpend eight and even ten years in ftudying 
the Chinefe books,* before they can be mailers, and go abroad to converfe with them. 
But the Cochin-Chinefe have reduced the charaders to three thoufand, which they 
generally make ufe of : and thefe are enough to eXprefs themfelves in their harangues, 
letters, petitions, memorials and fuch things which do not belong to printed books ; 
foi* thofe of nedeflity muft be in Chinefe charaders. The Japanefe nave been more 
ingenious, who, t hough in all that belongs to books, whether written or printed, they 
'agree with the Chinefe, yet for common ufes had found out forty-eight letters, where- 

6 with 
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witfi they exprefs whatfoever they pleafe, as well as we do with ouf alphabet : and 
yet the Chinefe characters are in fuch efteem even among the Japanefe, that thefe 
forty-eight letters, notwithftanding the ufe they are of above jhe others,* are con- 
temned in comparifon of them, infomuch that in fcorn they call them women’s 
letters. 

The ingenious invention of printing was found out in China* and Cochin-China, 
long before it was in Europe ; but not in fuch perfection : for they do not compofe 
joining letters and characters, but with a graver, pen-knife or fuch inftrument, cut 
and carve the characters upon a (tone as they will have in their books : on this board 
fo carved they lay their paper, and print jt off, as wc in Europe do copper plates, or 
the like. 

Befides thefe books of morals they have others, which Contain things they account 
facred; as for inftance the creation and beginning of the world; of the rational fouls 
of demons ; of idols, and of their feveral lefts. Thefe books are called fayc-kim, to 
dillinguifh them from the profane, which they call fayc-chin. Of the doCtrine of their 
facred books, we fhall treat in the fecond part of this account, where the fubjeft will 
be more fuitable. 

Though the language of the C.ochirf-Chinefe be in one refpeCt like that of the 
Chinefe, both of them ufing all monofyllables, delivered in feveral tones and accents, 
yet they utterly differ in the word itlclf, the Cochin- Chinefe being more full of vowels, 
and confequently fofter and fvveoter, more copious in tones and accents, and therefore 
more harmonious. The language of Cochin-China is, in my opinion, the eafieft of any, 
for thofe that have a muiical ear, to take the tones and accents ; for it has no variety 
by way of conjugation of verbs, or declination of nouns, but one and the fame word, 
with the addition of an adverb or pronoun, fignihes the prefent, the preterite and 
future tenfes, the fmgular number, and the plural ; and in fine ferves for all moods, 
tenfes, and perfons, and the diverfity of numbers and cafes. For inftance this w’ord. 
To have, which in the Chinefe language is Co, by only adding a pronoun, ferves all 
occafions, laying 1 have, thou have, he have ; the name of the perfon making that 
diverfity, which wc exprefs by altering the termination, thus, 1 have, thou haft, lie 
has. In the fame manner they make the feveral tenfes ; faying for the prelent, I now 
have ; for the preterite, 1 heretofore have ; and for the future, 1 hereafter have : and 
fo without ever altering the word Co : by which it appears how eafily this language may 
he learnt ; as it happened to me, who in fix months undcrflood fo much, that I could 
difeourfe, and even hear their confeflions, though not fo perfectly, for it requires at 
leaf! four years to be a mafler. [ This variety of moods and tenfes appears betted by 
the Latin or other languages, than in Knglifh, where we ufe much the fame method, 
as he re prefer) is in Cochin-China ; our variations are the fame, being but few, as for 
inftance in the fame word, I have, you have, we have, they have, 1 fhall have) may 
we have : and fo in this, and many ottiers.J 

But to return to our relation : I was laying that the Cochin- Chinefe reward not only 
the learned with dignities, employments and revenues ; but that they make great 
account of good loldiers, in which particular they act differently from us ; for inltead 
of afligning brave commanders fome land’, earldom or marquilate, as a reward of their 
valour, they allot him luch a number of people and vaffals, belonging to the>King 
himfelf. who, whatfoever part of the kingdom they live in, arc obliged to owij him as 
theft lord to whom they have been afligned by the King, being bound hi pon all occa- 
fions to ferve him with their weapons, and to pay him all thofe duties they before paid 
to the King himfelf ; and therefore, as we fay, fuch a one is lord, earl, or marquis of* 
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fiuch a places -they fay, fuch a one is a man of fifty, fuch a one of a thoufand men, to 
fu< h a one the King has added three thoufand, to fuch a one two thoufand ; their 
dignity, ' Wealth and grandeur incrcafing by the addition of many vaflals. We fhall 
fpcak of the wars of this kingdom in the next chapter. 

Jt remains that we fay fomething deferving notice of the civil government. In the 
firft place tjhey govern rather after a military manner, than by judges, counfellors and 
lawers, pnd tneir formalities ; the viceroys and governors of provinces performing that 
function $ for every day they gi\ e public audience tour hours daily, in a large court 
Within' their own palace, two hours in the morning, and two alter dinner* Hither all 
{bits and complaints are brought, and the viceroy or governor, fitting on a tribunal raifed 
like a balcony, hears every man in his turn ; and thefe governors being generally men 
of found judgement, capacity and experience, they ealily diicover the truth of the 
matter by the queflfons they put, and much more by the common confent of the 
fbioder-by, which is gathered by the applaufe they give the plaintiff or defendant, and 
9 $C 094 fogIy they immediately, without delay, give judgement with a loud voice, 
is immediately executed without any demur or appeal, whether the lentence 
banifhment, whipping or fine, every crime being punifhed as the law 

The crimes generally tried and feverely punifhed are many, but they are pai ( icularly 

f jt againfl falfe witnefles, thieves and adulterers. The firll of thefe being convicted 
having given falfe evidence, are themlelves indilpenfably condemned, as if they had 
<6ommitted the crime they accufe others of ; and it the crime they alledged deferved 
death, they are fentenced to die : and experience teaches that this way of trial is very 
pttme to find out the truth. 

, Thieves, if the theft be confiderable, are beheaded ; if finall, as for inftance a hen, 
fbrfbe firft offence, they have a finger cut oft, for the fecond another finger, for the 
third «t ear, and for the fourth the head. 

Adulterers, both men and women, indifferently, are caft to the elephants to be killed, 
which is done thus : they lead the criminal out into the field, where, in the prefence 
of an. infinite number of people flocking together, he is fet in the middle, with his 
hands and feet bound, near an elephant, to whom the condemned perfon’s lentence is 
400(1* that he may execute every part of it orderly ; firft, that he lay hold of, grafp 
and bold him faft with his trunk, and fo hold him in the air, ftiewing him to all the 
company ; then he tofs him,up, and catch him upon the points of his teeth, that his 
own weight may ftrike them through him ; that then he may dafh him againfl the 
|maad ; and laftly that he bruife and crulh him to pieces with his feet : all which is 
«xa&!y “performed by the elephant, to the great terror and amazement of the fpe&a- 
4km, wbo are taught by this punifhment, at another man’s coft, what fidelity is due 
married perfons. 

I We are upon this point of matrimony, it will not be irrelative to mention fome 
rdculars concerning it before we conclude this chapter. The Cochin-Chinefe, 
Athens, never contract matrimony within thofe degrees forbid by the laws 
a nature, nor within the Hi ft degree of the collateral line of brothers, and 
» -Other degrees, matrimony is lawful to every man with only one woman ; 
" men have many concubines, urtder pretence of grandeur and generality, 
a it qj> coveteoufnefs not to have as many as every man’s income will 
i maintain : and thefe are called fecond, third, fourth and fifth wives, and 
; to every one’s rank, all which wait upon the firft, which is accounted 
true wife, whofe bufinefe it is to chufe the others for her hulband. 
14 But 
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But thefc marriages of theirs are not indiffoluble, the Jaws of CnHiiiCnfo in n aHowag 
of divordes, but not at the will of either party, it being firft ycquifite th©pri§i* 
fuing for* it convift the other of many offences ; which being iqade ott^ it* i$ hwim 
to diflblve the firil marriage, and marry again. The hufbands bring the portion, and 
leave their own houfes to go to the wife’s, upon whofe fortunes they live^ the women 
managing all the houfehold affairs, and governing the family? whilfi the huftwu&d 
lives idle at home, hardly knowing what there is in the houfe, latisfied that they have 
meat and clothes. . 


CIIAP. VII. — Of the Power of the King of Cochin-China , and of the Wars he has i/t 

his Kingdom. 


I TOOK notice at the beginning of this account, that Cothin-Clu'na was .a pro- 
vince of the great kingdom of Tunchim, ufurped by the grandfather oftthe King How 
reigning ; who being made governor of it, rebelled againft the faid King of Tun- 
ehitn, to which he was not a little encouraged by having in a Ihort time collefteo. a 
great many pieces of cannon, from the wrecks of feveral Portuguefe and Dutch 
fhips, calf away upon thole rocks, which beink taken up by the country people* thefe 
are above fixty of the largefl at this time to be foen in the King’s palace. The Cochiit- 
Chincfc* are now become fo expert in managing artillery, that they perform it better 
than the Europeans, pradtifing continually to fhoot at a mark with fuch fuccefo, that 
being proud of their fkill, as foon as any European fliip arrives in their ports, the 
King’s gunners challenge ours, who being Jonfible that they cannot Hand in competi- 
tion with them, as well as they can avoid this trial of fkill, being convinced by expe- 
rience, that they will hit any thing as exactly with a cannon, as another fhall do ? < With 
a firelock ; w Inch they are alio very expert at, often going out into the field toas?^- 
cife. Another great encouragement to rebellion was, his having above a hundred 
gullies, which rendering him formidable at fca, and the artillery by land, be eafily 
compaffed his defigns againft the King of Tunchim. Befides, on account of the 
conftant trade with Japan, there were in Cochin-China abundance of catanas, which 
are lcimitars made in Japan, and excellently tempered : and all the country abounding 
in horfes, which, though finall, are handfome and incttlefomc, on which they fight, 
cafting darts, and daily exercifc themfclves. _ _ i 

The power of tlii.s King is fo great that whenever he pleafes he can bring eighty 
thoufand fighting men into the field, and yet is always in fear of the King of Tunchim, 
whofe power is four times as great ; to whom, for quietnefs-fakc, he, by agreeittepV 
pays a tribute of all fuch things as his kingdom affords, and are ufcful far that/ of 
Tunchim, particularly of gold, filver, and rice 5 furnilhing, befides all this,,|^h1&^Itd 
timber for building of gal lies. And for the fame reafon lie was about jilto A 

league with the fugitive fon of the late King, who lorded it in the uunoft province of 
Tunchim, which borders upon China, that in cafe he fuccceded , and became maftar 
of T unchim , Cochin-China might remain free from all tribute /nd icknowledge- 


ment. 


For the better underftanding hereof, it is to be obferved, that when ^ 
China, that kingdom was in the poffeflion, not of the preceding King, 
or governor of that fon, who made his efcapc from the faid governor k 
This Prince lived like a fugitive in the fartheft province . adjoining to 
being known what he was, the late King’s fon, he was received b 
their fbvereign lord, and by his good government he had fa ilrength 
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b$ tutor already* decayed Kin# of- Tunchim, was much 'afraid, feeing him grpw To 
great, left be fftoujd agree with the King of Cochin-China, who is on the oppofite 
fide to cafch him between them, and expel him from his unjuft pofieffion. He there- 
fore every year %$tped a confideritble army to deftroy the arorefeid Prince, but always 
to no .purpafe,, becaufe the army being of neceffity to march five or fix day?, through 
a country where there' is no water to drink but that of fome rivers coming ifrom me 
enemy’s ^puntry, the army always found it poifoned by the Prince’s party,#i|b.aW 
of herb; the effeffc of which was fuch, that it deftroyed both men.and lu»fMt,'*'Wpch 
obliged him always to retire after much (trouble and expence thrown ay&ff j > 

wie military difcipline and art of war, in pochin-China, is almoft the jfamft as in 
Europe, the fame form being obferved in drawing up, fighting, and retiring. t $hj® 
King has generally war in three parts of his kingdom : firft, he is always upon his 
defence' againft the King of Tunchim, who, as has been faid, continually threatens 
and affaults hi# frontiers, and therefore the King of Cochin-China has his refidence in 
Siqpua, the extreme part of his dominions, the better to oppofe him and march his 
forces towards the confines of Tunchim, which is a powerful province,, and generally 
Under experienced and martial governors. 

The next is a fort of .civil war, raifed by two of his own brothers, who aiming to 
be equal in command and power, not fadsfied with what has been allotted them, have 
rebelled againft him, and craving fuccours from Tunchim, gave him perpetual 
trouble. Whilft I lived in thofe parts, they having got fome pieces of cannon, which 
they carried upon elephants, fortified themfelves fo well upon the frontiers, that the 
King’s army marching againft them, was in the firft engagement routed, with the lofs 
of three thoufand men j but coming to a fccond battle, the King’s brothers loft all 
they had gained before, being both made prifoners ; and they had both immediately 
loft their lives, had not His Majefty’s natural clemency and brotherly affection pre- 
vailed, and taken place of his anger, fo far as to fpare their lives, yet fo as to keep 
them prifoners. 

The third place where he has continual war, is on the weft fide and utmoft bound 
of his kingdom, called Renran, againft the King of Chiampa ; whofe efforts being 
weaker, are fufficiently repulfed by the troops of that fame province, and the go- 
trernor. 

He is alfo in continual motion, and making warlike preparations to affift the King 
of Cambogia, who has married his baftard daughter, fending him fuccours of gallies 
rod men, againft the King of Siam ; and therefore the arms of Cochin-China and their 
valour*, are famous and renowned, as well by fea as by land. 

At fea they fight in gallies, as has been faid, each of which carries cannon, and is 
manned with mulketeers. Nor will it feem ftrange that the King of Cochin-China has 
uo hundred or more gallies in readinefs, when the method of furxufhing them is known, 
ft Is therjefore to be obferved that the Cochin-Chincfe do not have a crew of criminals 
or other flivep to i*ow in their gallies ; but when they are to go out to fight, or for any 
xher purpofe, the way*to mann them immediately is this: a great* number of officers 
rod cpoimiffaries gt out privately, and fcouring on a fudden all together throughout 
die whole kingdom, with the King’s authority, prefs all they find fit for the oar, 
$pndu&ing them altogether to the gallies, unlefs they be exempted by birth, or any 
Asr privilege,, NfUr is this method fo troublefome as it appears at firft fight* for in 
plao? they axe well ufad and paid aboard the gallies ; and befides their wives 
AtU red and provided with all things neceflary according to their condition, 
Bjr>we^ime thfey are from their houfes. They do not only fejrve at the oar, bo* 

upon 
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(upon ixcafioa tjijr hold of their w&pon* andbel^ bravely, For which 

puipofe.every one has his mufket, darts and fdmitar allotted him ; and the Cochin- 
Chinefe being of an undaunted fpirit and brave, theygiregOOiJ-tokens of their valour,, 
either rowing to join their enemies, or with their arms when joined. Their gallies 
are iomewhat lefs, but particularly narrower than ours, andr^iefcat and well adonkd 
Nith gold and filver, that they afford a glorious fight. Chiefly the Item, which they 
account the moft honourable poft, is all over gold, and there the captain and perfons 
of chief note have their ftation ; and the reafon they give for it is, that it being the 
captain's duty to be the firft upon any danger, it is fit he Ihould be in the moft proper 
part of the galley for that purpofe. • 

Among other forts of defenfive arms they ufe in war, tjiey have certain oval, hollow 
targets, fo long that they cover a man entirely, and fo light, that they can , manage 
them without any trouble. The cities of this kingdom have a great advantage ih the 
manner of their houfes, which being all of wood upon pillars of timber, a$ before 
mentioned, when the enemy comes fo ftrong, that they perceive they cannot oppofe 
him, every man flies to the mountain with what he has, firing the houfes, fo that: the 
enemy finds nothing but the ruins left by the flames, and having no place to fortify 
himfelf, nor any thing to fubfift on, is*forced to retire back to his own country, and 
the inhabitants returning to the fame place in alhort time with great eafe rebuild their 
houfes. 

CHAP. VIII. — Of the Trade and Ports of Cochin-China. 

THE great plenty Cochin-China affords of all things neceffary for the fupport of 
human life, as has been laid before, is the caufe that the people have no curiofity or 
inclination to go into other kingdoms to trade ; and therefore they never go fo far to 
fea, as to lofe fight of their beloved fhore ; yet they are very ready to admit of 
flrangers, and are very well pleafed they fhould come not only from the neighbouring 
countries, but from the remoteft parts to trade with them. Nor do they require to 
ufe any art for this purpofe ; flrangers being fufficiently allured by the fruitfulnefs of 
the country, and the great wealth which abounds there ; and therefore they refort 
thither not only from Tunchim, Cambogia, Chincheos, and other neighbouring places, 
but from the remptell, as China, Macao, Japan, Manilla, and Malacca, all or them 
carrying filver to Cochin-China, to carry away the commodities of the country, 
which are not bought, but exchanged for plate, which is here put off as a commodity 
being fometimes worth more, and fometimes lefs, according as there is more or lefs 
plenty of it, as is ufual with filk and other goods. 

All the coin they ufe is of brafs, and of the fame value, like a quatrine, fivfe hun- 
dred of which make a crown. Thefe pieces are quite round, with the King’s arms 
and enfign ftamped on them, and every one of them has a hole in the middle, 
which ferves to firing them by thoufands, and every thoufand is dorth.two crowns. 

The Chinefe an! Japanefe drive the chief trade of Cochin-Chidn, which is maniMged 
at a fair held yearly at one of the ports of this kingdom, aim laftiag aboirt jtohr 
months. The Chinefe, in their veffefs they call junks, briitg the Value w- 
millions in plate ; and the Japanefe in their fhips called femmes, an infinite ; ?^SIay 
of very fine filk^ and other commodities of their country. Th| 
venue from this fair by cuftoms and impofts, and the whole cqnnhry-; great 

profit. The Cochin-Chinefe applying themfelVes veryTitlie to pu&sy 
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Ujpe mote than a hundred leagues 
ierO- wpa. &M*$&e$k landing pkces ; which is fo, 

aaeiijta* .firit the principal post to which all 

aaaid-' fair is kept, is that of the province 
or inlets from the fea, the one ctdled pulluchiam’ 
fWVoth** ^^i^iJirqat, being, at; firft three or four leagues diftailt from one 
iv “ or eight lfeagues'like two great rivers, at laft join in one, 

Ihritf/iSShie- in both ways meet. Here the King of Cochin»Ghina 
©hinefe and Japaoefe a convenient fpot of ground to build a city for the 
bpfair. This dty is called f’lrifd, and is fo large, that we may fay there 
of Chinefe, the other of Japanefe ; for they are divided from one another, 
their diftiritt governor, and the Chinefe living according to the laws of 

e Japanefe do according to thofe of Japan. 

Ibecaufe, as we faid before, the King of Cochin-China gave free admittance to 
whatfoever, the Dutch reforted thither with all forts of commodities, 
wdte; Portuguefe of Macao refolved to fend an embaflador to the King, to 
"’'their name, that the Dutch, as mortal enemies to their nation, ihould be 
Cochin-China. One., Captain "Ferdinand de Cofta, a man well kftown for 
was appointed to go upon this embaffy ; which he delivered, and was fa- 
", with afiurances of obtaining his demands. Nevertheless, whilft he 
court, there arrived a Dutch fliip, and coming to an anchor in the 
them landed with much mirth and jollity, and prefeptly went with rich, 
i King j who accepted of them very gracioufly, and granted them the 
of trading freely in his kingdom. Acofta hearing of it, went prefently 
andf Complain ing that his majefty did not keep his word with him, in a 
StvaoQ gave )a ftamp on the ground to ihew his refentment. The King 
^Courtiers were pleafed at his paflion, and bidding him have patience 
pdt, for he Utould find he had no caufe to complain, difmiifed him* .fit the 
^ordered all the Dutch to go aihore, and land all their goods fp£ the 
^a&^hePprtuguefe did, which they performed: bums they 

" ats,*they were on a fudden ailaulted by the galA, whtc^ i^mrbyea 
'remained mailer of their goods j and to afhori, 

‘^knew^the Dutch, <ts notorious pirates, who infefted all 
mnifhment ; and therefore, by ,pl*bclatoation, forbid 
^Country; and it was attuallyfhund, that thofe very 
! ;^chm-China, and therefore he. took this juft re* 

" w (f good and fincere, friends. They not long after 
cao, to obtain of the King a confirmation of the 

aforefaid 
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We fathers go every year to vifit the King, and difcourfe with all the great men of* the 
court ; $nd yet the Infanta has not given any token of being a Chriftian, or fo much 
as knowing what a* Chriftian is. And it may well be difeerned how falfely he talks 
in this point by the other fables he adds in the fame book concerning that Infanta ; 
as that fhe fhould have married the laid chaplain, and the like. We know of none 
but fome fathers of* the order of St. Francis, that went from Manilla, and one of St. 
Auguftine from Macao, to Cochin-China, merely for the converfion of thofe fouls. 
But they meeting with no fuccefs, on account of the many feveTal difficulties that oc- 
curred, they returned to their cot itries : providence fo ordering it, which had de- 
• ligned that land to be cultivated by the Ions* of the holy patriarch Ignatius j which was 
done as follows— ^ 

Certain Portuguefe merchants acquainted the fuperiors of the fociety of Jefus, at 
Macao, with the great advantages that might be gained, to advance the glory of God 
in Cochin-China, if there were undaunted and zealous labourers font thither; and par- 
ticularlv one captain carneilly prefled the father provincial not to abandon a kingdom 
fo capable of being inftrucled in the holy faith. The propofal feemed to the father 
very a greeable to the lpirit of our vocation ; and therefore, without demurring upon 
the execution of it, he made choice for this enterprife of F. Francis Buzome, who had 
been pmfoflor of divinity at Macao, by birth a Genoei'o, but educated in the kingdom 
of Naples, where he was admitted into the focietv, and whence he fet out for India, 
together with F. James Caravalho, a Portuguefe, who from Cochin-China was fo at- 
tempt to go over to Japan, as he did. This was he, who being put into a pool of cold 
water in the dead of winter, and expofed to the wind and l'now, gave up his life for the 
lake of his redeemer, freezing Jeifurely to death. F. Caravalho b«-ing gone, F. Buzome 
was left alone in Cochin-China, with only a lay-brother to attend him. Being zea- 
loufly inflamed with the defire of lining fouls, he ufed all puflible means for their 
converfion, and to this purpoie began his million at Turon. Rut as yet he knew not 
the language, nor could he find any interpreter that knew any more Portuguefe than. 
wli.it was requifife for buying and felling, and fome words or phrafes, which the inter- 
preters of the chaplains of (flips, who were there before the fathers of the fociety, made 
ufe of to aik the Cochin Cliitiefe whether they would be Chriftians ? After this manner 
they had made fome, but fueh as might rather be accounted fo by name than by pro- 
feiliou ; for they did not fo much as underftand what the name of a Chriftian meant ; and 
this by reafon of the phraio the interpreters ufid to afk them, whether they would be 
Chriftians : for the words they made ufe of lignified nothing more than that they 
would Income Portuguefe; which F. Francis Buzome found out by the following ac- 
cident : — A play was ailed in the public market-place, at which the father faw one in 
the habit of a Portuguefe, brought in by way of ridicule, with a great belly, fo artifi- 
cially made that a boy was hid in it : the player, before the audience, turned him out 
of his belly and afked him whether he would go into the belly of the Portuguefe ? 
ufing thefe worok, “ Con gnoo muon bau tlom loom Hoalaom chiaru V' that is, “ Little 
boy will you go Vito* the belly of the Portuguefe or nor ?** The boy anfwered, he 
would ; and then ne put him in again, often repeating the fame thing to divert the fpec- 
tamrs. The ‘father c bferving, that the phrafe the player fo often re; cated. Muon bau 
tkm !uom Hoalaom chiam, was the fame the interpreters ufed, when they afked any one 
whether he would Ibe a Chriftian, prefently conceived the miftake the Cochin- C hinefe 
were undo , who thought that to become a Chriftian was only to ceafe beingaCochin- 
Chinefe and become a Portuguefe; which, to make fport, was ex prefled in the play 
by makiag the boy go into the belly of him that ailed the Portuguefe. The father 

took 
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took care that fo pernicious an error fhould fpread no farther, teachftig thofe already 
bap ti fed their duty, and inftrufting thofe that were newly converted what it was to be 
baptifed, &nd become a Chriilian, taking particular care that the interpreters "fhould be 
well informed in this particular, that they might afterwards ferve ‘faithfully in teaching 
of others ; changing the above-mentioned phrafe into this, “ Muon ban dau Chriji'um 
chiatn ?” that is, “ Will you enter into the Chriilian law, or no ?”- His great diligence 
and charity was fo fucceikful, that within a few days he began to reap the fruit of his 
labours, as well by the reformation of thofe who before were Chiftians only in name, 
as the converfipn of many more. Nor was the fame of his charity and zeal for the gain- 
ing oflouls confined to Turon, hisufual place of residence, but fpread abroad into other 
places; he labouring in all places to indraft, convert, and difpofe the people to receive 
baptifm, with fucli fervour, and fo great a concouri'c about him, that in a fhort time 
thofe new Chriftians built a very large church at Turon, in which the moll holy fa- 
crifice of the mala was publicly celebrated, and the Chriftian doctrine preached and 
taught, by means of the interpreters, then well in fir ufted ; all perfons being very much 
taken with F. Francis Buzome, who, befides his being a man of great knowledge am! 
virtue, entirely gained the alfeftions of thofe heathens by his great meeknefs and affa- 
bility, infomuch that they all flocked after him. This particularly happened at Cac» 
chiam, the city where the King refides, fix orfeven leagues from Turon, up the river. 

Here F. Buzome made fo great an impreffion, that a place was prefently allotted 
him for a church, which was built in a very fhort time, every body contributing to 
the expence and to the work, according to their power: befides, he had a good houle 
affigned him, fit to make a refidence of fathers, who were to go thither in time to 
inftruft that people in matters of faith : all which was done with the affiftance of a 
mofl noble lady, who was converted, and in baptifm took the name of Joanna. She 
not only undertook the foundation of the houfe and church, but erefted feverai altars 
and places of prayer in her own houfe, never ceafing to blef’s and praife God for the 
mercy fhewn her, in enlightening and drawing her to the faith. All this his divine 
ma jelly brought to pafs in the fpace of a year, through the means of his fervant 
F. Francis Buzome ; whole fame being fpread as far as Macao, the following year our 
father provincial thought fit to fend him another father, that was younger, with a 
Japanefc brother, that, learning the language, he might afterwards preach without re- 
quiring an interpreter. This was F. Francis de Pina, a Portugucfc, who had learnt di- 
vinity under F. Francis Buzome. And though this Jccond year the increafe was not 
equivalent to that of the firft, as to the converfion of l'ouls, yet the advantage was much 
greater in the bufferings of a cruel perfccution, railed by the enemy that fowed the tires, ‘ 
who could not endure to fee the divine feed grow up fo profperoufly in thofe parts, 
and endeavoured to choke it, as fhall be fhewn in the next chapter. 


CHAP. II. — Of the Perfccution the new Church of Cochin-China endured at its jirjl 
lnjlitution ■ and how I wasfent thither lo be ajfjhng to it, by* my. Superiors. 

THE perfccution againft the fathers took its rife from an acciden; 1 , at firft fight ridi- 
culous and of no moment, which afterwards gave them much caufe to lament. That 
year there happened an univerfal barrennefs throughout the whole kingdom, for want 
of the ufual inundation in autumn, which, as was mentioned in the firft part, is fo 
neceffary for bringing up the rice, the chief fupport of life in that country. Hereupon 
their priefts, whom they call omfaiis, held a great council, to find out the! caufe why 
their idols were fo*angry with all their kingdom, that feeing the people ftarve to death * 
t 3 about 
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about the fields, yet they were not the leaft moved to compaflion for fo great a cal a- 
mity. It was there unanimoufly agreed, that there was nothing new in the kingdom fo 
oppbfite to the worQiip of idols as the admitting of Grangers freely to preacfi’ up a law 
there, that utterly contradicted the honour given to thole idols ; and that they being ’ 
mfUy’ provoked at it, revenged thcmfelves by denying them their defired rain. 

This being agreed on as a moll undoubted truth, according to their ignorance, they 
prefently went in a tumultuous manner to the King, and urge that the preachers of the 
new law may be banifhed all the kingdom, that being the only means to appeafe the 
wrath of their gods. The wife king laughed at their project, knowing it to be a foolilh 
•notion of thole priefls, and made little accoynt of it, having a great efteem for the fa- 
thers and a kindnefs for the Portuguese. Yet this favour of the King availed them 
but little to oppofe the fury of the minilters of Satan ; for they fo llirred up the people 
to infill that the preachers of the gol'pel might be expelled the kingdom, that the King, 
notable to refill without danger or a mutiny, fent for the fathers, and with much con- 
cern told them, he was fenlible of the folly of the people and ignorance of the priefts, 
but that it was not prudence to with Hand a multitude lb eagerly bent upon fuch an 
allair as that was, which was defigned for removing lb general a calamity ; and there- 
fore they mull depart this kingdom as loon 'as poflible. The fathers having heard 
"ihcfe words, with tears in their eyes, feeing themfelves obliged to forfake thofe new 


"ihcle words, willt tears in men eye*, n-eing uininnu,. wungou to iui jokc ukho new 
and tender plants of Chriftianity, vet ever lubmitiing to the will of God, went away to 
embark ; but being got aboard, they could not get out of the harbour, becaule at 
that time a fort of contrary winds, which ufually hold three or four months, had 


begun 


tally hold three or four months, had 
to blow, which by the Portuguelb arc called Moncao, or general winds. 
Tim Cochin-C.hinefe obferving it, would not allow them to return into the city, but 
obliged them to remain upon the fhore, deprived of all human comfort, and expofed 
ro the burning heat of the fun, which i i tlmfe parts i.-, very violent. It was a great la- 

eon, bmey of fom* of thofe 
accompanying, and re- 
in their fuffer- 
tis uii- 
brealt, from 


tisfaclion to them in the midi- of their lullerings, to lee the 
new Chri Ilians, who never forlbok their mailers, f . flowing, 
lievhi'r them the belt way they could, becoming voluntary companions 
isms. ° F. Buzome had "here a new trial of his virtue ; tor the uneafin fs of ■' 
comfortable life in a few days caufed an iinpollhunie to break out in his 
which there was a copious difeharge, which very much weakened him. 

The infernal fiend, not fatisfied in having brought the preachers, of the gofpel to this 
miferable condition, made yet farther efforts to diicredit their doctrine and catholic reli- 
gion. making ufe for this purpofe of one of thole omfaiis, who living a lolitary life was 
therefore in great reputation of fanclity. This man, coining one day from his hermitage, 
publicly boailed that by his prayers he would caufe the idols immediately to fend rain ; 
and without more to do, went away, followed by an innumerable multitude, to the top 
of a mountain, where he began to call upon his devils, and Unking; the earth three 
times with his foot, the Iky was prefently clouded and there fell a ihower of rain, 
which though not fufficient to lupply the want, was yet enough to give a reputation 
to that minilter oV hell, and to diferedit our holy faith ; every one faying, they had not, 
yet leen the forc^n priells obtain lb much by their prayers of the great God, whofe 
i'ervarits thcy.profMed themfelves. This accident troubled the fathers more than the 
mifery they lived in : but Providence comforted them by the means of the lady Joanna 
afeove pientioncd. ) She, as it were with a prophetic fpirit, bid them nett be concerned 
• s%nv thincr iKar had hannened : for in a little time God would make the hvDOcrifv 
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of his fan&ity being fpread abroad on account of the rain, and coming to the King’s 
ear, he prefently fent for him and gave him an apartment in the palace. There he 'fell 
in love with one of the King’s concubines, and found no difficulty to compafs his de- 
fign ; but the matter being known, though in Cochin-China this*be accounted a mod 
heinous crime, and it be death to have to do with a woman the King has once touched, 
yet they could not proceed to execution againft him, as being a.perfon lacred among 
them, except according to the form appointed by their laws: the king therefore pro- 
nounced the lentenq?, that the omfaii ffiould vanifh ; but that he Ihould neither go eaft, 
weft, north, nor l'outh, nor through any part whotfoever of his kingdom. This de- 
cree being publifhed, was immediately executed in fuch a manner, that the omfaii va- 
niffied until great ffiame, and was never more feen in the kingdom nor out of it. 

But the devil being enraged vented his fury againft GoJ’s lervants, ftirring up the 
people to fet lire to the church in Turon, to the great grief of the fathers, who beheld 
all from the fhore without hopes of red refs. 

In the mean while, the news of the fathers’ misfoifunc was fpread all about the 
neighbouring countries, and even lo far as Macao, which was a great trouble to the 
fathers of that college, who pitying their brethren, refolvcd to lend them fome relief 
by a Portuguefe veltel that was ready to fail to Cochin-China ; and the fathers judged 
the bufinds might fucceed the better, if two fathers going in it, one had the name of 
chaplain of the Ihip to return in it ; and that the Cochin-Chinefe might have no caufe 
to complain, or be incenfcd, he that remained was to go difguifed. F. Peter Marques, 
a Porluguefe, was appointed chaplain ; and I had the good fortune to be his com- 
panion, obedience fo ordering it : for though 1 had been deftined for China by our 
father-general, I freely and affectionately embraced the opportunity of dedicating myfelf 
to God in the million of Cochin-China, and for the comfort of thole afflicted fathers, 
feeing myfelf quite ffiut out of China, by reafon of the perfecution railed there. I fet 
out from Macao in the habit of a Have, and foon arrived in Cochin-China upon my 
birth-day, which was very near opening the way for me to a blciled life ; but it pleafed 
Providence to order matters othenvife, cither becaufe my fins made me unworthy of 
fuch a mercy, or for other caufcs only known to God. As the velfel was entering the 
harbour, around which there were abundance of the country people, there happened, 

I know not how, a quarrel between two Portuguefe, and one of them falling down as 
if dead, the other leaped into the fea to efcape the wounded man’s friends and com- ' 
panions, who would' have killed him. He fwatn awhile, but being tired, drew towards 
the Ihip again to fave himfelf from linking, and endeavouring to catch hold, could nor, 
becaufe they were ready above with half-pikes, javelins, and i'words to wound him! 1,* 
feeing him in that diftrefs, endeavoured to relieve him ; and though I was in a fervilc* 
habit, ran among them,, and calling out to one, and pulling another, took fuch paint, 
that I appeafed them. The Cochin-Chinefe who were aboard the ffiip, feeing the Por- 
tuguese pacified at the fight of a {lave, began prefently to fufpedt the matter.; and 
knowing by experience that the Portuguefe, when in a paflion, ;.re not fo eafily quelled 
unlefs religious men interpofe, faid to one another, “ This man is certainty no Have as 
his drefe feems to fuggeft ; and being no merchant as the reft are, he is certainly om- 
of their religious men, who endeavours; contrary to the King’s command, to be con- 
cealed in our country, but we will difcover him to the King himfelf, that he may be 
punilhed as he deferves.” They immediately flocked about me, and though I did not 
miderftand their language, yet 1 plainly perceived they had all a jealoufy of me ; and 
notwithftanding all my endeavours not to difeover myfelf, I could not prevent their 
fending advice to court. When I had fatisfied myfelf as to this point, believing 1 wa* 
VOL. ix. 5 K certainly 
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certainly a dead fnan, I refolved to die as what I was : I accordingly put on ray hsd>it 
of'tkc fociety, a furplice over it, and a Hole about ray neck ; and in that habit I began 
publicly to preach the faith of Chrift by means of the interpreter ; then eroding an, 
altar on the {hove, I laid maJs, and gave the communion to the Portuguefe that were 
prefent, {landing ready for whatfocver it {hould pleafe God to appoint : but it pleafed 
him that I {hould no: -then {lied my blood for him. Whilft my caufe was in hand, it 
rained fo abundantly day and night, without ever ceafiffg, that every man applied him- 
felf to tilling the ground and lowing rice ; and perhaps reflecting that they had ob- 
tained at my arrival what they had fo long wiffled for, looking upon it as a good omen, 
and concluding it was not the fault of the fathers that they had wanted rain, they 
repented them of all they had done againft us, and never gave us any farther trouble,, 
but fuffered us to live freely. throughout the kingdom. 

Matters being thus'pacified I refolved to look out for F. Buzome and his companion,, 
fince I went thither for that purpofe ; and whilft I was endeavouring to hear fome 
news of him, the report of my 1 ty rival being fpread about the city, that lady Joanna 
above-mentioned found me out. By her I underftood that F. Francis de Pina, with the 
Japanefe brother, had been privately conveyed by Japanefe Chriftians to the city Faifo, 
every one certainly concluding that the fathers were then got out of the kingdom. 
Upon this information F. Peter Marques, who knew the language, of Japan very well, 
would have us go to Faifo, where we found F. Francis de Pina, who was there hid, 
but very well uied by thofe good Japanefe Chriftians, to whom he privately adminif- 
tered the facraments. We received incredible joy in meeting : for bolides the general 
charity of religion, we had been companions and great friends in the college of Macao ; 
and the kindnefs of the Japanefe was extraordinary, for they treated us during a fort- 
night very fplendidly, with great demonftrations of affection and joy. 

Here I alfo underftood how, through God’s Ipecial providence, F. Buzome was alfo 
fafe in the kingdom, as if God had particularly defended him for the good of that 
million, where, whilft he was upon the flrand amidft fo many afflictions, and with the 
impofthume in his breaft, the governor of Pulucambi came to Turon j who feeing that 
man fo ill ufed that he looked like a walking ghoft, being moved to compaffion, alked 
who he was, and what misfortune had brought him to that miferable condition. He 
was told all that had happened ; and that the want of rain being laid to his and his 
companion’s charge, he had been baniftied by the King’s order. The governor was 
not a little amazed, and laughed to think that this {hould be attributed to a poor reli- 
gious man, which could no way depend on him, therefore he ordered him to be taken 
‘front the open fliore, and carried into one of his gallies, in which he conveyed him to 
his province, entertained him in his own houfe, had him looked after by the molt ikil- 
ful phyficians in that city, and made his own children attend him during a whole 
year, for fo long his ficknefs lulled : all men wondering that a heathen {hould be- 
have fo charitably towards a ftranger utterly unknown to him, only out of mere natural 
compaffion. 

Thus we Vere four priefts of the fociety in Cochin-China : F. Buzome, at Pulu- 
cambi, one hundredtand fifty miles from the port of Turon ; F. Peter Marques remained 
at Faifo as fuperior, and to ferve the Japanefe,* keeping F. Francis de Pina for his com- 
panion’, and I* returned to Turon, there to ferve the Portuguefe, to fay mafs, preach, 
to them and hear their confeffions ; and learning at the fame time the languagfe of 
Cochin-China, endAteoured, with the afliftance ol the interpreters, to perfuade Tome o£ 
thofe heathens to SHhptifed ; and above all, to encourage and confirm thofe thsit were 
already lltotifed. tip, after myfirft coming, there happened a mean accident worthy 

o to 
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to ‘be known ? I was called to make a dying infant a Chriftian ; I did fo, and it foon 
after gave up the ghofi:. I was concerned, not knowing where to bury it, which made 
me think' of fixing a burying-piace for all the Chriftians that fhould die for the future. * 
To this purpofe I ordered a maft of a fh ip that was laid afide to be taken, and a (lately 
crofs to be made of it : which done, I invited all the Portuguefe and lailors to help to 
carry it to the appointed place, I attending with my furpliee and ft6le. Whilft the hole 
was digging to ereft the holy craft, a company of armed men came out from the 
neighbourhood, who with their mufkets threatened to kill me ; which I perceiving, 
caufed the interpreter to endeavour to know of them what it was they would be at, 
and was told they would not have that fro ft erected there, becaufe they feared the 
devils would infeft their houfes. I anfwered it would be quite the contrary : becaufe 
the croft had fuch a virtue that it put the devil to flight. '\Vith .this they were fo well 
plcafed that, laying down their arms, they all ran to help r and* thus the crofs was fet 
up to the general farisfaction of all parties, and the burial-place fixed. Soon after the 
governor of Pulucatnbi came thither, and brought F/Buxmne with him; and we met 
all four fathers of the fociety to our unfpcakable joy at Faifo, together with two lay 
brothers, one a Portuguefe and the other a Japanefe. After a charitable reception, we 
conlultcd together about the molt proper means of promoting that mifiion. It was 
unanimoufly agreed, that F. Peter Marques fhould (tay at Faifo with the Japanefe 
brother, becaufe he was a good preacher ; and the other three with the Portuguefe 
brother, fhould follow the governor of Pulucatnbi, who earneftly defired it ; which was 
accordingly done, as (hall be here related. 

CHAP. III. — The Governor of Pnlucambi introduces the Pat hers of the Society into his 
Province, building them a lioufc and Church. 

F. FRANCIS BUXOME, F. Francis de Pina, and I fet out from Faifo forPuIu- 
cambi with the governor of that province ; who all the way treated us with inexpreflible 
courtefy and kindnefs, always lodging us near himfelf, and behaving in fuch a manner, 
that there being no human motives to incline him fo to do, it plainly appeared to be the 
work of Providence. 

He appointed a galley only to carry us and our interpreters, not fuffering fo much as 
our baggage to be put on board of it, but ordered another boat for it. In this eafy 
manner we travelled twelve long days’ journey, putting into a port morning and even- 
ing, and all the ports being near great towns or cities of the province of Quanghia, in * 
which province the governor had as much power as in his own at Pnlucambi ; all 
people ran to pay their refpe&s and acknowledgments, bringing hinf rich prefents, the 
firft of which always fell to our fhare, he himfelf fo ordering it, every one aftonifhed to 
fee U6 fo honoured, which gained us much efleem and reputation among thofe people, 
that being the defign of the governor ; and this was much forwarded by the great 
account he made of our interceffion, when any criminal was to^be punifhed ; for we 
no fooner opened our mouths but we obtained all we defired,' by which means we 
not only gained the reputation of being great with the governor, but of having com- 
panion and kindnefs for thofe people, who therefore loved and refpectedms. Betides, 
during the whole voyage he treated us as if we had been fome great lords, contriving 
fporteand paftimes in all parts, caufing the gallics fome times to reprefem a foa-fight, 
fometimes to row for rewards. Nor did there a day pafs but he came on board our 
galley to vifit us, feeming much pleafed with our conversation, efpecially when we dif - 1 
courted of religion and our holy faith. In this manner we came t& the province of 
. j k 2 Pnlucambi, 
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Fulueambi, tlirougn which we had frill fome days’ journey to make before we arrived 
at the governor’s palace, who for our greater diverfion would have us travel by land. 
For this purpofe he .ordered feven elephants to be provided ; and the more to honour 
us would have one for each, caufmg an hundred men, fome on horfeback and fome 
on foot to attend us : and the journey being for recreation, we fpent eight days in it, 
being royally entertained whercfoever we came ; but particularly in the houfe of a 
lifter of his we had a mod fplendid entertainment, not only for the variety and number 
of difhes, but much more for the rarity of drefling, all things being dreifed after the 
European manner, though neither the governor, nor any of the family were to tafte 
'of them. « 

Being at length come to* the governor’s palace, all the entertainments and dainties of 
the journey concluded, in fuf.li a reception as he ufed to make forKings and great Princes, 
treating us for eight days together in the moft fplendid manner, making us lit in his 
royal throne, and eating with us himfelf in public,, with his wife and children, to the 
great aftonilhment of all that city, w r here it was unanimoufiy affirmed fuch a reception 
had never been feen, unlefs it were for fome royal perfon ; and this was the caufe of 
the report generally fpread throughout the kingdom, that we were a King’s ions, and 
were come thither about matters of great cortcern ; which being known by the gover- 
nor he was mightily pleafed, and before the chief men of the court he publicly faid, 
** It is very true, that the fathers were fons of a King, for they were angels come thither, 
not for any want or neccffity of their own, being provided with all things in their own 
countries, but only out of pure zeal to fave their fouls and therefore he advifed them 
to give car to the fathers, and obferve the law they would preach to them, learn the 
dottrine they taught, and receive the faith they delivered : for (faid he) I have often 
difeourfed and converfed with thefe men, and plainly perceive by the dottrine they 
teach, that there is no true law but theirs, nor no way but that they Ihcw, which leads 
to eternal falvation. But take heed what you do ; for unlefs you learn that true doc- 
trine which I, your chief, bring to you by means of thefe fathers, your negledt and 
infidelity will be punifhed eternally in hell.” Thus fpoke that lord, becoming a preacher 
of the gofpel, though himfelf a heathen : all men being the more amazed and altoniffied 
at it, becaufc of the high opinion they entertained of his wifdom. 

After the firft eight days we gave him to underhand, that we would rather live in 
the city, the better to promote the preaching of the gofpel, which we could not fo well 
attend to in the palace, becaufe it was three miles from the city, in an open field accord- 
«, ing ,to the cuftom of the country. The governor would not have parted with us, 
becaufe of the great affe&ion he had for us, but preferring the public good before his 
own fatisfa&ion, he immediately ordered there Ihould be a very convenient houfe pro- 
vided in the city Nuoecman : and moreover told us, we might fee { Rbove a hundred 
lioufes that were about his palace, and take our choice of the moft convenient of them 
to make a church of it ; and on acquainting him with it, he woul^rovide all that was 
neceflary. .We returned him thanks for fo many favours beftoNived on us during our 
journey, and thofe \fre ftill received. Having taken our leave for the prefent, we 
mounted the elephUnts again, and with a great retinue went away to the city Nuoec- 
man, which extends itfelf five miles in length, and half a mile in breadth, where we 
ware by the governor’s order received with extraordinary honour. He, unable to 
endure -being fo for from us, came the next day to vifit us, to know whether the. 
houfe given us‘was convenient j and told us, hg^pew that we being ftrangers could not 
have money and other neceffaries, but that l| took upon himfelf to provide every 
“things ami immediately ordered a good fum to -he paid monthly, and every day fleffi. 
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fifli, arid rice to be fent in for us, our interpreters, and all the flnrarits of the houfij : 
and not thus fatisfied, he frequently fent us fo many prefects, that they alone tfere 
fufficient to furnifh us plentifully with all things. The more to tjonour and' credit us ■ 
among all men, he one day gave public audience in the court of our houfe, in the man- 
ner as we mentioned above was praCtifed in Cochin-China. Here feveral criminals 
were tried, every one receiving fentence according to his crime*, among the red two 
were condemned to be fhot to death with arrows, and whilit they were bound, we 
undertook to beg thtrir pardon, which was immediately granted, and he ordered them 
to be difcharged, publicly protefling he would not have done it at the requeit of any 
other ; ‘"but to thefe holy mfcn who teach the true way for the falvation of fouls, (laid 
he,) I can deny nothing ; and I am myfelf impatient to Ive rid of thoie impediments 
that obflruft my being * baptifed and receiving their holy faith, which is what you all 
ought to do, if you defire to oblige me.” 

Then turning to us,* he again defired we would appoint the place for the church, 
that he might give orders for its fpeedy fitting up. We fhewed him a place that leaned 
convenient enough, and he approving of it went away to his palace. Before three 
days were over news was brought us that the church was coming : we went out 
with great joy and no lefs curiofity to fu6 how a church fhould come, which, though 
we knew was, to be made of timber, as had been agreed, yet it could not be otherwile 
than a great pile, according to the (pace it mult fill, (landing upon great pillars. On 
a fudden, in the field, we efpied above a thoufand men, all loaded with materials for 
this fabric. Every pillar was carried by thirty lulty men ; others carried the beams, 
others the planks, forne the capitals, others the bafes ; feme one thing. Come another, 
and fo all of them went in order to our houfe, filling all the court, which was very 
large, to our unfpcakable joy and fatisfattion. One only thing dilplealed us, that we 
had not provifions enough in the houle to give fo great a multitude a finall entertain- 
ment ; for though they "were paid by the governor, yet it looked like ill-breeding to 
fend them away without fonie refrefliment : but we were loon eaied of this trouble, 
feeing every one fit down upon the piece he brought, being obliged to keep and deliver 
it, and take out of his wallet his pot with llefli, filh and rice, and lighting a fire, fall to 
cooking very quietly without alking any thing. When they had eaten, the archils# 
came, and taking out a line, viewed the ground, marked out the diftances, and calling 
thofe\hat carried the pillars, fixed them in their places ; this done, he called for the other 
parts one after another, that every man might give an account of what he brought and 
c-o his way : and thus all things proceeding very regularly, and every man labouring 
his bed, all that great pile was fet up in one day ; yet either through too much nalle, 
or the negligence of the architect, it proved fomewhat awry and leaning to one fide 
which being made known to the governor, he prefemly commanded the architect upon 
pain of cutting off his legs, to call alt the workmen he required and mend it : the archi- 
tect obeyed, and taking the church to pieces with a like number of workmen, rebuilt 
it in a very fhort time quite completely. And we bleffed God, foralrauch as, at a time 
when Chriftians were fo lukewarm, it had pleafed him to ftir up a heathen fo zealoufly 
to build a church in honour of his divine majefty. • 

And to fhew how affectionately the governor looked to our affairs, ,1 will give one 
particular inftance, and fo end this chapter. In the months of June, July, and Augpft, 
the foilth-weft winds generally reign in Cochin-China, which cqple fuch extraor- 
dinary heat, that the houfes are perfectly parched and dried up ; and being all of wood, 
the lead fparlc of fire that, through negligence or other accident, falls -upon them, im- 
mediately catches as it would do in tinder ; and therefore during thefe months thei'e 

are 
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are centrally great fi^es throughout the kingdom ; for when it has taken hold of 6ne 
ho luc, the flame foon fpreads to thofe that lie in the direction the wind blows, and 
xuiferably confumes them. To deliver us from this danger, our houfe being in the 
middle of the city, and to make it further appear what elteem the governor had for us, 
he idued an editt, commanding that the tops of all the houfcs that lay fouth-weft of us 
fnould be taken off ; 'and there were fo many of them that they extended at leaft two 
miles ; which he did to the end, that if any of them took fire, it might be the eafier to 
prevent its palling forward to ours : and this was readily performed by them all, on 
account of the great rel'pecc they bore us. 


CHAP. J V ( — - Of the Governor oj Pultuambi's Death. 

OUR affai rs advanced very profperoufly in this city, and it was now the time when 
divine Providence was, according to its ulual method, to give us a tafte of fullerings, 
wherewith God frequently tries his fervants ; and fo we ever fee that he gives fuch a 
mixture of profperity and adverfity, that they neither be depreffed by the one nor puffed 
tip by the other: and as the primitive church was founded by the holy apoftlcs upon 
rude two pillars, of profperity and tribulation*, even fo it pleated the Almighty that the 
new church of Cochin-China fhould be eflablilhed by his apoftolical mini tiers. The 
firft beginning of this million was very fuccefsful, as has been feen in the lirlt chapter 
of this fecond part ; but very foon after enfued that terrible persecution for want of rain, 
which had like to have ruined all. Afterwards with the favour of the governor oi 
Pulucambi, the ftorm feemed to be blown off, and the budding vine appeared to pro. 
mile abundance of fruit : but it pleated him who difpofes of all things, that the gover- 
nor of Pulucambi’s death, like a violent north wind, almoll deltroyed all in the bud. 
This misfortune happened as follows : the governor went out one day a hunting om* 
his elephant, very well pleafed, and the fport drawing him on, he did not rt-fledl that 
he rode all day over a fcorching plain, where the heat pierced his head in fuch a man- 
ner, that at night he fell into a burning fever ; upon notice whereof we haftened to 
the palace to vifit, or rather to baptize him, if we found him in imminent danger. 
Re kept us with him two days, we (till preffing him to be baptized, as he had often laid 
he would ; to which he always anfwered he was ordering his affairs for that purpofe, 
but came to no conclufion. The third day, he loft his fenfes, God- fo permitting for 
caufes only known to- himfelf ; and perhaps that vain honour he ever palfionately 
coveted, was the reward of the good turns he did us : in fine, he began to rave, and fo 
continued three days, till overcome by the violence of the diftemper, he died without 
baptifm. 

Any man may guefs how much we were concerned at this accident, feeing our- 
felvcs forfaken in a ftrangc country, and deftitute of all human help ; but it chiefly 
grieved us thata perfon fo welldifpofed, and through whofe means we had conceived hopes 
mat the faith .might fpread throughout the whole kingdom, fhould die fo in our hands 
without baptifm. Abundance of their rites and fuperftitious ceremonies were per- : 
formed at this governor's death, at which we, were prefent to the laft. It would be 
endlefs to relate* them all, and therefore I will mention two or three, by which the 
others ufed by thofe Gentiles may be conceived : ftrft, whilft he lay in his agony, there 
was a multitude of armed men, who inceffantly cut and made thru Its in the air with 
their feimitars, baft darts find fire mufkets in the rooms of the palace; but particu- 
larly two, that. .ftood^n each fide of the dying man, were continually ftritang tho ' 
air abou thisgobuth ff|R their feimitars j and both thefe and the others being afked, why 
* they 
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they did fo ? told us, they frightened the devils, that they mighfhot hurt the gover- 
nor’s foul as it was departing his body. Thefe fuperftitious ceremonies made us pity 
their ignorance, but not fear any harm to ourfeives, as followed when the governor 
■was dead : for we had much caufe to apprehend being expelfed the province of 
Pulucambi, and perhaps all the kingdom, with the lofs of all we had acquired towards 
fettling Chriftianity, and perhaps worfe. It is the cuftom when any great perfon dies 
for all the omfaiis, or priefts of the country, to meet together, in order to find out, 
not the natural, but the fuperftitious caufe of his death j and being unaminous upon 
what it may be, immediately that thing to which it is attributed, is ordered to be 
burnt, whether it be a houfe, garment, njan or beaft. Accordingly all the omfaiis 
being aflembled in a great hall, they began to argue this point : we who were prefent, 
remembering the perfecution for want of rain, there being at that time nothing 
extraordinary in the province, but trie governor’s kind reception to us, and his 
aftigning a houfe, and building a church in the city, with fuch extraordinary tokens 
of affe&ion for our holy law, did not at all queftion, but that thefe things being repre- 
fented to them, they would lay the death of that lord to our charge, and confequently 
would order us all to be burnt alive, together with our houfe and church, and all our 
goods. Therefore we ftood in a corner of the hall, recommending ourfeives to God, 
and preparing ourfeives for whatfoever his divine Majefty Ihould fufier to be decreed 
againft us ; when one of the omfaiis, who was the eldeft of them, and as it were 
their dean. Handing up, faid with a loud voice, that, in his opinion, the only caufe 
of the governor’s death was the falling of a beam fome days fince in the new palace ; 
and he was the more apt to believe it, becaufe all the diftemper was in his fiead, as 
appeared by his raving ; an evident fign, as he faid of the ftroke he had received in 
his head by the aforefaid beam, all which he meant metaphorically and in a fuper- 
ftitious fenfe, and therefore it pleafed the other omfaiis, who all unanimoufly agreed 
in the fame fentiment, and fo riling without more to do, they went and fet fire to 
that palace, which was all reduced to alhes, whilft we gave thanks to God for having 
efcaped fo manifeft a danger. 

This done, fome other omfaiis who profefs necromancy, came to the governor’s . 
palace to perform another fuperftitious ceremony according to the cuftom of the 
country. The kindred of the party deccafcd looking upon it as a great blefling, that 
any body infpired by an evil fpirit mould fpeak concerning the ftate of the foul depart* 
ed ; and to this purpofe thofe wizard omfaiis were called, of whom they all earneftly 
beg that devilifh favour, he that obtains it being much envied by the reft. Thefe j 
conjurers made their circles, and ufed feveral charms both in words and actions, J that* 
the devil might enter into fome one of the governor’s kindred, who were there in a 
fuppliant pofture, but all in vain. At laft a filter of the governor, for whom he 
had an extraordinary affection, came in, and begging the fame favour, immediately 
gave manifeft figns that fhe was poffefled : for being decrepid by reafon of her great 
age, and not able to go alone, fhe began, to the aftonilhment of the fpe&ators, to 
flap as nimbly as if fhe had been a young girl, and the Hick fhe threw from her hung 
in the air all the while the devil was in her body, during which time, talking in a 
raving manner, and doing many disorderly actions, fhe uttered feveral extravagancies 
about the ftate and place her brother’s foul was in ; and concluding her mad dtfcourfe, 
the devil leaving her, fhe fell down as if fhe had been dead, remaning fo ejthaufted 
for the fpace of eight days, that fhe. could not ftir for mere weaknefs ; *all the kindred 
and friends Jocking to vifit her, and congratulate her happinefs, in that fhe had been 

chofeit 
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cjiofen among all the relations for an a£Uon (as they thought it) fo glorious and honour* 

abfc td the dead man. .7.4,' . 

At length they began to order the funeral of this lord ; arid as in the Catholic 
church it re the curfom to honour the memory of men renowned for fanftity of life, 
by a folemn canonization, fo in Cochin-China, the devil always mimicking holy 
things, the more to delude the people, it is cuftomary to honour the death of thofe 
who have been univerfally reputed juft men, and upright in their actions, arid adorned 
with moral virtues, with great folemnity and magnificence, canonizing them, if we may 
fo call if, after their manner, by eternizing their memory, and giving them immortal 
veneration. For this reafon the governor of l’ulucambi, who by all men, not only in 
liis own province, but thrpughout all the kingdom, was for his extraordinary natural 
parts, reputed a man of gueat wifdoin and incomparable prudence; his government 
being 'adorned with lingular juftice and integrity, together with an unufal inclination 
and affe&ion for all needy perfons, was judged not to require a doleful fad funeral 
pomp, as was due to others-, but on the contrary all deraonftrations of joy and 
grandeur, which might declare him worthy of religious honours, and to be added to 
the number of their gods. This being decreed, they all endeavoured to lay afide their 
mourning and forrow, and to expreis entire pleafure and fatisfa&ion ; and to this 
purpofe all the governor’s kindred, for the fpace of eight days, fumptuoufly treated 
all the people, during which time they did nothing from morning till night, but 
eat and drink, fing, dance, and play upon mufical and warlike inftrurhents. 

After eight days the body was carried in a filver coffin, gilt, under a canopy, to the 
city where he was born, called Chilli, three day’s journey diftant, attended by 
a multitude of all forts, of people dancing and rejoicing, leaving the palace where he 
died utterly uninhabited, that’ it might fall to ruin, and no fign of it remain ; fo that 
the memory of the governor’s death might be loft in perpetual oblivion, he ftill 
remaining alive with continual praife and veneration in the hearts and mouths of all 
men. Being come to a fpacious plain without Chilli, they all fell to work upon a 
palace twice as magnificent and fuiuptuous as that the governor died in ; and to make 
a greater (hew of the dead man’s wealth, they built as many gallics as he ufed to keep, 
upon wheels, for them to run upon dry land. In the fame manner they made wooden 
elephants and hortes, and all other moveables ufed when the governor went abroad 
when alive without fparing any coft. In the midft of the palace they ere&ed a ftately 
temple, with a fine altar, on which they placed the coffin covered? and hid with finch 
, curious workfnanffiip, that the hieroglyphics, carving, and painting greatly tnove thole 
^gentiles to refpett. For three days continually they performed l'everal facrifices and 
ceremonies, by the miniftry of five or fix hundred omfaiis, all clad in white, who 
fpent the time in finging and facrificing,. offering wine, oxen, and buffaloes in great 
numbers ; the public entertainments continuing thefe three days for above two thou- 
sand men of note, every one having his table to himfelf, according to cuftom, and 
each of them covered with above two hundred dilhes. At the end of the three days 
they fet fire to all that pile, burning the palace and temple, with all the perfumes and 
furniture, only faring the coffin with the body, which was afterwards buried, and 
privately removed to twelve feveral graves, ‘chat the people beirtg always in doubt 
where it had been left, that uncertainty might increafe the honour of the new idol, 
they adoring it in ajl thofe places where they thought the bones might be. Thu^i^ 
fplemnity ended for that tithe, till feme months after, that is, in the feventh l 

according to their i^Hpatation of time, it was repeated in the fiune masher as 
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be® performed atfirftja few months alter jitwssdonea third timfej and fo from 
time tdtime for three years, ail the revenues affigned die governor of tha't province • 
by the King being fpent upon this folemnityforthreeyears; and therefore no other 
governor was appointed during drat time, they bring perfuaded that the dead man’s 
foul, which was placed among the gods, would continue in the: government for thefe 
three . years. However; his own fori was appointed deputy governor, or lieutenant. 

We three fathers* of the fociety then in that province were prefent at mod of this 
folemnity; and though We did not attend at their fuperftidous ceremonies, yet to avoid 
bring thought ungrateful , and unmannerly, we were forced to accept of fome invita- 
tions, in one of which we were forewarned we fliould be alked where the governor’s 
foul, was, alluring us tljat if we laid it was in hell we fhouJd ^prefently be cut to pieces. 
We were foon after publicly afked the qaeftion, and anfwered\ that no man Could be 
faved without baptifm ; but that, through the mercy of God* and earned delire to be 
baptifed fufficing, where better cannot be,, if the governor at laft had fuch a defire, as 
it was likely he had becaufe of the affe&ion he bore our faith, as menticaied above, and 
that he would have afked it, but that the violence of his diftemper hindered, therefore 
it might be believed he was faved and not dimned* 

This anfwer, though new and unexpe&ed, in fome meafure fatisfied them, in token 
whereof they offered us fome whole bufialoes, fome boiled, fome roafted, which had 
been facrificed to their new idol, the dead governor j but we refufing them, faying, 
our law forbid us to eat of that flelh fo defiled by their *facrifice, inftead of the dead la- 
crificed buffaloes, they ordered others alive to be given us: the governor’s -kindred 
afterwards fending us elephants, that we might return on thpm to Pulucambi with as . 
much honour as whfii the governor was living. 

Thefe were the laft favours we received in virtue of the governor of. Pulucambi’g 
favour ; and therefore returning home, we were left like fatheriefs children, forfaken by 
all the world. Now nobody regarded us j the allowance of rice for our maintenance 
failed, and we having, but twenty crowns tnuft in a few days have been reduced to 
great mifery and want j and if any one fell fick we durft not call any body to open 3 
vein, becaufe we had not wherewithal to pay for it: and though there were among 
them people very ready to fupply the' needy, Specially. with fuftenance, as was laid 
above, yet it was qpt convenient for us to afic any thing, left we ihould iofe all the ad- 
vantage we gained, as to the converfion of fouls, becaufe they would have irid we went 
not thither to preach the law of Jefus Chrift, but to IlSpply our wants under, the protec- 
tion of the governor. Nobody now came to.oiia houfe, that firft ,.lhew of aumority 
ceafing; and though we had learned the language of the country, yet they made no 
account of the words of three poor hi».Teft-. in.-the and 

defpifed our doftrines, as an invention of our own. carried thither to. oppofe their an- 
cient fetts and tenets. , 

Three’years paffed after this manner, and ydi we were not .0' much troubled at bur 
own w^nts* which God knows were very *great, as to fee evesy day lefFhopes of pro- 
moting tiwfer^ of God among thofe pagans, jnmng.durit^.tlmfe. three years con- 

with. ntA'^^wa^^labour' and |pfi.XTbifigs jme in this 
ftate, m fome tneafure defperate, we bring itmlinableto believe: tfte ; tfme. was Apt yet 
eqnte wh® it woi||ipleafe God to ®lighton; the darimejs, of # th#e ppopj^* either be- 
*j»hfe mm fjm ol^u&ed, it,.or feme 'other- hidden judgment of God*; But’rWhen our 
lift®**- • mote diffident of, divine afliftanc% ey® dh^, { the more to 

Ihhfound. ^ mercy fhewed the wonderful effe^ of h^ divine omni- 

potence, that the noble undertaking of converting fouls might be wholly attributed to 
vpL.-iXk'' ' 5 l * him 
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him, we then owning we had no power to proceed in it ; and that we night kfeoW ex- 
perimentally, that neither he who waters nor he who plants does any thug, bat it is 
God that gives the incrcafe, as will appear in the following chapter. 

CHAP. V. — How God made Way for the Converjion of the Province cf Pulucambi, by 

Means of the noblejl Perfons in it. • 

WE having nothing to maintain us at Pulucambi, and converting nobody, difperfed 
ourfelves into feveral parts: F. Francis de Pina. went to lire at Faifd, a Japanefe city as 
before mentioned, with a deftgn to ferve thofe Chriftians whofe pallor he had been 
before, and to live upon .their ’alms. He being well (killed in the. language of Cochin- 
China, add talking it naturally, never ceafed there to preach our holy faith. F. Francis 
Buzome went away for Turon, carrying along with him the beft interpreter we had, 
to endeavour to obtain fome alms of the Fortuguefe there that might at lead maintain 
us two in Pulicambi, in our houfe at Nuoecman, till fome fupply eame from Macao. 

Thus was I left atPulucambi folitary and difconfolate, without any hopes of the con- 
version of thofe gentiles, when one day being at home, far from any fuch thought, I 
daw a number of elephants before our door, with many ladies, and a large retinue of 
gentlemen, after whom followed a great lady and principal matron, molt richly 
clad, and adorned with abundance or rich jewels according to the falhion of the 
country. I was much furprifed. at the unufual appearance and majefty of the lady, and 
in fufpenfe, not imagining what might be the intention of this new vifit. Going out 
at laftto receive her, I unfierftood me was 'wile to the ambaflador the King of Cochin- 
China was fending to the King of Cambogia, which ambaflador was a native* of Nuoec- 
man where we dwelt, and next the governor the chief man in that city, who was then 
at the court of Sinua, treating with the King upon the fubjeft of his embaffy. After 
the ufual ceremonies and compliments, according to the cuftom of the country, the 
lady being unwilling to lofe time upon matters that were not to her purpofe, “ Let us 
come (faid (he) to the bufinefs I aim at. I have been fully informed, father, of your 
coming into this country and province, and of the occafion of your coming ; I fee the 
holy and unblentilhed life you bad ; 1 know you preach and teach the true God ; and 
being fatisfied that this is mod agreeable to reafon, am perfuaded /hat there is no 
true law but yours* nor other God but yours, nor any way to life everlafting but that you 
teach j and therefore my coining* to your houfe is for no other intent but earhellly 
to'beg 'of you, that, bathing me id yfcur holy water, you will add me to the number 
of Chriftians : this is the utmoll of, my wifhes and defires.” In the firft place I com- 
mended her good and holy refolution, exhorting her to return thanks to God for fo 
fignal a mercy bellowed on her in calling her to the knowledge of his holy law, 
there being nothing in this world to be valued equal to the falvation of the foul. Next 
I made my excufe for not complying immediately with her pious and reafonaWe re- 
queft ; becaufe ’although* I had fome knowledge of the Cochin-Chinefe lah&uage, yet 
it was not enough to i»ftru& her in the. lofty myfteries of our Chriftian religion and 
therefore I advifed hf. excellency to wait for F. fSuzome, who in a feW days was to re- 
turn from TuronJ haung with him an excellent interpreter, by whofe means foe would 
be inftru&ed as Ihe ouljht to be to her own fausfa&ioa, and obtain the etid of hat holy 
defines. “'Hie great lire (replied file) that, inflames nay heart will not allow of fotfr 
along delay; and the more fince my hulband i$ hourly expected from court, with' 
whom I am foou to embark for the kingdom, of Cambogia* where thq dangers w th<?* 
fea being frequent, a ftorm may happen to rife, whore dying I may p&Ub for aver /* 1 ' 

’ She 
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S|w fcas' eiilQhgh if 1 di&ourfed of (^iniie maitbre as I di<J\>£ diher things, 

for ih[# ftj,Quld underftandvdll faid. Thefe vifible tokens "of her ruforatfon obliging, 
nxe to it,, I began in the i beft manner I cpuld to inform her in feveral matters and prin- 
ciples of our holy'faifh. Soon after it-pleafed God F. Buzome returned, and feeing 
this good fuccefs, gavte infinite thanks to God. The lady was* much pleafed with* the 
arrival of the interpreter, whom (he had fo eamefUy expelled ; with whofe afiiilance, 
and her continual Application, ftudy, and attention at catechizing, which was done for 
two hours before and two hours after ‘dinner, in a fortnight’s time Jfhe became perfect 
in the Ghriftian do&rinc. Above all, what made the greateft imprefliop on her heart 
\vas the knowledge of Jefus Chrifi, true God, made man,* and humbled for the fake of 
man j and therefore, in fome meafure to imitate our Saviour’^ great humility, die for 
the __ future came to our houfe r which was a good mile from her’s, not only without 
the "Hate arid elephants the ufed_ before, but bare-footed, in dirt, and upon ■ ftones, 
obliging her gentlemen and ladies, by her example, to imitate her devotion. 

In our fpiritual difeourfes,, and expofttion upon the cateehifm, when we Came to 
make mention of hell, defertbe its*torments, reprefent' the gteatfiels, eternity, and va- 
riety of torments there fuffered, the hoVrible company of devils, #ie darkriefs of thofe 
infernal dungeons and uninhabitable dens, and lafily the torture of fire, both fhe and 
her ladies were fo terrified, that having by themfelves all * night confide’redj|ipoh what 
they had heard, they came again the next day to tell usthey would aU.be Chriftians 
to avoid that everlafting mifery- But we telling them it was impoifible, they being 
lervants, and confequently concubines to the ambaflador, according to the cuftoin of 
the country, as has been mentioned in the firft treatiTe, the ambaffador’s lady anfwered, 
“ That impediment does not concern m”— ' “ It is fo,” faid we , if for your excellency 
is your hulband’s only wife, and has not to do with other. men, and therefore may 
freely be baptifed.” At thefe words, lifting up her hands to Heaven, (he gave 'fuch 
tokens of joy as if fhe had been befide herfelf, though fhe had never been truly fo 
much herfelf as when fhe ihewed fuch figns of joy for that which ought to be the only 
caufe of all our fatisfatfion. Her women, on the other hand, feeing themfelves ex-* 
eluded the way of falvation, cried out aloud they would forbear being the ambaflador’s 
concubines, fince it -obftrucied their baptifin, and was the way to damnation. The 
lady feconded thdr good purpofes, taking upon her to deliver them from that fin, and 
get pve*y one of tnetji a hufband. All lets and impediments being, remove# lay the 
promifes.of the lady and firm purpofes of the women, one day, which-wae thp tpCjl: 
joyful i ever faw in my life, * the ambafiador’s lady richly apparelled and deckel with 
jewels, and nobly attended to our church by gentlemen, was baptifed with twenty-five 
of her women, and^as the chief of them called Urfula, to the glory of Jefiis Ghrifi, 
who by means of thefe few women opened a way to the con veriions. made by our mK- 
fionin Cochin-China. - *' * 

After they were bapti&d we went in proceffion to the palace ofithe ambafiador’s lady 
Urfula, whtre -there was an oratory, in which fhe nfed before to perform hefiup^r- 
ftitious devotions to an idol. When we came in we firft fprinkl<*d the boUfe With holy 
water, and then the lady and her womSn courageoufly laid lipid oiVhe.idol, and throw- 
ing jt violently againft the ground, beat it to pieces, trampling eft it $ in whqfo place 
we fet up afitte $£foreofour Saviour, which thofe new devout t ymfiiaaB fiHmg down 
devoutly worfhlpped, owning themfelves Jiis moft humble and devout Haves. Then 
we put about Hjeir necks fome Agnlis Dei’s, croffes^ medate,andr refine, 'Which they 
^ainw' and {fringe of pearls, they were adorned with. Having 
.^»^BD«y.Nai%er /.^te devil, after faying the litany and ©dfer pfayers lh the 
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oratory, now bleffed, F .Buzotne and I returned home with that fatisfa&ion and manm- 
‘ giving tha«|^every man may imagine. The ambaflador’s lady anil her women came 
after this every day duly to mafs, catechize, and other fpiritual exercifes, with great 
tokens of fervour -and Chriftian piety. 

At this time the antbaffador, hufband to the lady Urfula, came from court to depart 
in a fnort time upon his embaffy to the King of Cambogia. It is the cuftom of that 
country, when the head of a family comes from afar oft, for the wife children, and 
the reft of the family, to go out at leaft a mile upon the way to meet him. The lady 
Urfula failed to perform this ceremony, being then retired in her oratory. The huf- 
band wondering at it, and fafpeSing fhe might be hindered by ficknefs, afked what was 
become of her ; but y/ujerftanding fhe was well, wondered at it the more, till coming 
to the gate of his palace and miffing the ufual reception, he began to miftruft Ihe was 
angry with him. At length he went up and into the oratory, where he found his lady 
and her maids, with Agnus Dei's and relics about their necks, beads in their hands, 
and other Chriftian ligns, praying before the image, of our Saviour. The ambaflador 
was aftonifhed at this fight, and his lady, directing her difeourfe to him, bid him not 
wonder that fhe had forbore the ufual compliments to hitn r becaufe fhe was raifed to 
a higher pitch of honour than he was, both fhe and her women being children of the 
true Gotland Saviour of the world, Jefus Chrift, Whofe picture fhe fliewed him, faying,, 
he ought* to adore him if he would be equal to them in dignity. The ambaflador, 
moved by his lady’s words and the beauty of the picture, with tears in his eyes fell 
down and adored : then Handing up, he turned to his wife and women faying, “ How 
is it poflible you fhould be Chriftians ? Havq you a mind to leave me ? Do not you 
know that the law the fathers preach forbid polygamy? Therefore you muft either 
find another dwelling-place, or I leave this to you and leek out another houfe.” His 
lady anfwered, “ Neither need you depart nor we leave you, for there will be a remedy 
for all things:” wifely concealing for the prefent the prohibition of plurality of wives, 
to avoid that difficulty which would have bred a difturbance. The ambaflador took, 

. heart at thefe words, and conceiving as yet that he need not be obliged to leave his 
womqn, thus pioufly impofed upon, he faid he would be a Chriftian too, and follow 
the good example fet him by his wife and her women. 

The next morning betimes the ambaflador came to our houfe tq tell us, that fince, 
we had .made his wife a Chriftian, he had a mind to embrace the fame religion, if we 
thought it prafticable. , Very practicable, faid we, full of joy and fatisfa&ion at fo grate- 
Tul a queftion $ for in cafe he were refolved, we would in a fhort time inftruft him luffi- 
ciently to be baptifed. He was pleafed; and as the affairs of his embaffy took up the 
day, fo that he had not leifure to be iuftrudted, upon his requeft we agreed to g6 to his 
houfe at night, where we began to catechize him, continuing it Jbr twenty nights four 
or five hours at a time, acquainting him with the myfteries of our holy faith, Trom 
the creation of the world till the redemption of man, the glory of heaven and pains of 
hell. It was* no fmalL matter, for fo great a perfon, and fo full of bilfinels, to lofe 
his fleep to 'hear they word of God; and he paid great' attention to it, afking many very 
ingenious queftion'*, which fhewed his great *wit. In all our difeourfes our whole 
. aim was to imprujt the truth of our holy law in the heart of this nobleman, and. 
make it agreeable tV. reafon, fo that being made fenfible of the great importance of 
Salvation; and the terror of the pains of helL and being Well inclined to, and convinced 
of the certainty of, our religion^ he might afterwards make lefs difficulty m the mam 
point concerning polygamy, which was the only thing he ftuck at, and which we 
till then had designedly forbore to fpeak of. Having gone fo far towards the am- 

' baflador’ft 
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feaffador's cottverfion, we began to expound upon the commandments, wherp iwe 
informed him, that among Chriftians it was unlawful to have many wives. , 

The proportion was fo unexpected, that like fire with water thrown on it, the am* 
baflador prefently cooled, and taking leave of us, faid this was a matter of great con- 
fequence, and tnerefore required time to come to a refolution. t This anfwer was fo 
dilpleafing and grievous to us, that returning home we fpent tKat night in prayer and 
mortification, praying to God with all the fervour we could, that he would be pleafed 
to put a happy conelufion to the work he had fo well begun. Next morning one of 
the moft learned omfaiis in the city came to us from the ambaflador, to examine the 
reafons for the prohibition of polygamy*. Among .other objections this man made 
©ne, in his opinion of the greatcft force j which was, why plurality of wives fhould 
be forbid, fince generation and children were a work eft" pariyftion, ahd fo agreeable 
to nature, chiefly when a man had a barren wife, as was the ambaflador’s cafe, and. 
might not have another to get heirs upon. We wanted not anfwers according to our 
divinity, but perceiving they were not fatisfaCtory to them who were not ufed to. our 
theological notions, we at laft added a reafon oimof feripture, whereof the ambaflador 
had before fome knowledge from us, $nd it pleafed God this made an impreflion on. 
his heart, and abfolutely convinced him. This was putting him in mind, that God 
being fo jflft, and the law he had preferibed fo agreeable to natural reafon, as he him-* 
felf had owned, he ought without doubt to obey in this point, fince God himfelf com- 
manded it ; and this fo much the move in regard that God creating man, intimated 
the fame to him, when there was moft occafion for propagating the human race, and 
yet lie gave Adam but one wife, whereas he* could as eafily have given him many more, 
that man might multiply the falter. This reafon, I fay, fully fatisfied the ambaflador, 
yet finding it difficult to obferve the precept, as being a thing he was much addicted 
to: “ Is there no remedy,” faid he, “or difpenfation from the pope, or any other 
means, though never fo difficult, to have this point remitted?” We told him it was in 
vain to feek anyfedrefs whatfoever in this cafe ; and therefore, if he defired to be faved, 
he mull difmils the other women, and ftick to his wife. Then the ambaflador lifting 
up his eyes and hands to heaven, as it were draggling with himfelf, and prefled on by 
truth, with a generous refolution faid, “ If then multiplicity of wives be inconfiftent 
with my falvation, let them all go in the name of God ; for it is a pity to lofe an eter- 
nity of glory, fo?a tranfitory delight.” Then turning to his concubines, who were 
prefent with his wife, he difeharged them all : but perceiving they laughed at his dif- 
charge, as a thing that would never ftand good, to fhew he was in earnpft, he 
ordered his wife to pay them all off immediately, and let not one of them ftay in his 
palace that night. After which turning again to the fathers, “Behold,” faid he, 

** 1 have readily performed all you commanded me.” Having obtained our defires, 
we went home to give thanks to Almighty God. 

But the devil found out a way ftill to make oppofition, making ufe of the lady 
Urfula’s wonianilh temper j for fhe had not the heart to turn away thofe women 
flic had bj'ed up from their infancy in her houfe, and loved them as it they were her 
own children. Therefore fome ftrife firifing between the man a|d his wife, he prefling 
to have them gone, and the oppoftng, the ambaflador diflatisfiedJcarae to us to juftify 
himfelf, and defire to be baptifed, fince the impediment waJ removed, he being 
willing the women fhould depart from his houfe. We were ^ouj going to work, 
perceiving he fpoke rationally, arid particularly becaufe he refolved^ they fhould not 
continue m his houfe gs his concubines, but as his lady’s fervants. But the good man 
makine a paufe as if Jie were reflecting:, at laft faid he had a fcruple to pfoptffc: 

“ Since, 
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“ t Si»ce, according to what you fathers have taught on*/* /aid he, u God fees into the 
heart of man, and cannot be deceived, though I define to forfake and fend* away the 
women, yet whiift* they continue in the houfe, l plainly fee, either my old habits 
or the frailty of nature will eafily caufe ino to fall again into fin; therefore methinks 
I do not proceed with due fincerity in this affair.” We perceiving, by tha ; ambaf- 
fador’s difereet and Chriflian dil'courfe, he forefaw the danger of being in the imme- 
diate opportunity of fin, ftudied fomc proper means to remove io considerable an im- 
pediment ; but nothing occurring for the prelent, he himfelf being very earned upon 
the bufinefs, propoled a method, which we adhered to as the beft of all others: 
V Fathers,” faid he, “ the fafeft way I can* think of is, that yon as their directors 
powerfully perfuade the Chriflian women that were my concubines, (for the heathens 
I will infallibly makq y;y wife turn away), thift in cafe through frailly I fhould be 
under *any temptation 'the^refifl me refolutely; and forafmuch as I bear a great re- 
fpeft to, and hand in awe of our ‘Saviour’s picture' placed in the oratory, if the 
w'omen lie in that place, I will rather be torn to pieces than have any thing to do with 
them in the prefence of that .great lord ; and they being thus fecii red againll me, till 
there be an opportunity of marrying them, it will be known abroad that they are not 
kept in the heufe as my concubines, but only as fen ants to my foie wife IJri’ula, and 
the people will be fenfible I do not aft contrary to the law of God.” This method 
was fo well approved of. that the day after it was put in execution, the ambaffador 
was baptized in great flate; attended by drums, fiefs and other inftrumenis, and lie 
himfelf dad in rich apparel. With him were baptised twenty other gentlemen, his 
beft friends, and he had the name of our holy patriarch Ignatius given him. After 
which, taking his wife Urfula by the hand, fhe renewed the old contract of matri- 
mony as a facrarnent of the church. Tlje joy they all experienced at their baptifm 
and new marriage was unfpeakable. 

It now remained that the ambafiador fhould depart on his embaffy for Cambogia ; 
and he ordered that the fhip w hich was to carry him, fhould have a Urol's in its colours, 
and the pifture of the glorious father St. Ignatius his proteftor, caufing all the jacks 
, and pennants to exprefs the religion he profeffed. Embarking with all his gentlemen 
and Chriflian women, he had a profperous voyage from Nuoeciuan to Cambogia. 
When the fquadron appeared, being well known to the people of Cambogia to be 
the ambaffador’s, they were all aftonifhed at feeing Chriflian colours fet up ; and 
therefore they imagined that the King of Cochin-China, inftead of the ordinary am- 
baffador, had font fomc extraordinary Portuguefe Chriflian ; but -their doubt was foon 
tlearfd, on feeing the ufual ambafiador land with a crofs and medals on his breaft 
among the gold chains and jewels. This fight on the one hand moved the Portu- 
guefe and Japanele Chrjftians, who refide there on accouftt of trade, to give fhouts of 
joy, and blefs God for this new offspring Cochin-China had produced ; and on the 
other, the heathens could not believe that the ambafiador, who before was obferved to 
be exceflively lafeivious, fhould embrace the Chriflian religion, which forbids ail im- 
moddly. Buf the graee of the Holy Ghoft foon appeared to ftrengthen human frailty ; 
for thoqgh the ambafiador at his palace in Cambogia, had double the number of con- 
cubines, that gene/wlly ufed to attend his wife, he ordered them to be all difmiffed ; 
xlbr did he e ver liftYap his eyes to look at them ; which made his fame fpread abroad," 
.as of a .man of fingufor fanftity and virtue ; and being reputed & man of great know- 
ledge, hi§ example moved many of the mofl learned perfons of Pulucambi to be 
Baptized; 


ciup.< 
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CHAP. ^I. ~- How God opened another Way to Cbrljlianity , through the Means of the 

learned People among the Heathens. 

GOD’s infinite mercy, and his ardent defire for the falvation of mankind, difcovers 
various means fuitable . to the feveral conditions of perfons, which are as it were fo 
many ways to direct and lead them to that end for which they were created, Ihus 
we fee he himfelf in perfon called upon his people, arid complying with the inclina- 
tion of the perfons, invited the wife man by means of the ftar ; Denis the Areopagitc, 
the aftronomer, by the nrodigy of the wonderful eclipfe ; S#. Augufline by the knowr- 
ledge of the true light and law, and |he confufton . and obfcu^ty..of former errors ; 
and in fine, he? calls the ignorant multitude, by the means of prpdigiK, wonders, and 
miracles. So it fell out in the new church of Cochin-China ; for when his divine 
majefly had by himfelf convinced fome of the principal perfons, as has been fliewn, 
next he called not only the learned and . wife philosophers and mathematicians, by 
means of fome eclipfes, as fhali be explained in this chapter, but alfo the omfaiis or 
priefls, who were hardened in the errors ®f their heathen feels, to the knowledge of 
the true religion, as the following chapter will make appear. And, laftly in the next 
to that we ffiall fet down how he opened the way of fiilvation to the people by means 
of feveral prodigies and miracles. *_ , _ 

Now to come to the manner of converting the wife and learned Cochin-Chmefe, 
reputed excellent mathematicians, by means of the eclipfe. For the better under- 
Handing of wha# follojys, it is requifite in the firft place to be acquainted with a cuftom 
they have in this kingdom relating to the fcience of aftrology, but particularly of 
eclipfes ; for they make fuch a great account of it, that they have large halls where 
it is taught in their univerfity, and there, are fpecial allowances affigned the aftro- 
logers as for inftance, lands which pay them a tribute or (Upend, lhe King has 
his peculiar allrologcrs, and fo has the Prince his fon, who ufe all their art to fet down 
ccliples exactly. But wanting the reformation of the calendar and other matters, 
relating to the motion of the fun and moon which we have, they commit fome .mi flakes 
tn the calculation of the moons and eclipfes, wherein they generally err two rtr three 
hours, and foinctimes, though not fo often a whole day ; though generally they ate 
right as to the material part of the eclipfe. Every time they hit right, the King re- 
wards them with a certain quantity of land} and fo when they miilakc, that ianje 
quantity is taken from them. _ f _ 

The reafon why they make fuch account of foretelling the eclipfty is bccauie of the 
many fuperflitions at that time ufed towards the fun and moon, for which they prepare 
themiclves in a very folcmn mariner : for the King being told the day and hour a 
month before the. eclipfe happens, fends orders throughout all the provinces of the 
kingdom, for the learned and common people to be in readinefs that clay. "When the 
time is come, all the lords in every province meet with their governors, commanders, 
and gentry, and the people with their proper officers in every city a^d liberty, lhe 
greateft aflembiy h at court, where the principal men of the kingdom S}re, who all go 
out with colours and arms. Firlf goes the King clothed in mournings and arter him 
all the court, who lifting up their eyes to the fun or moon, as the eclipfe comes on 
them, make feveral abeifances and adorations, fpeaking fome words of companion for 
Ahe pain thofe .planets endure ; for they look upon the eclipfe to be no other, but that 
the dragon fwallows up the fun or moon } and therefore, as we fay, the moon is all or 
half eclipfed, fo they fay, “Da an nua, Da an hot }” that is, the dragon has eaten 
half,, now.he eats all. • . 



AM ACCOUNT OF COCHIN-CHINA. 


8i{>. 

* This way of expreflion, though It be nothing to the purpofe, yet it fhewsthat they 
' aflign the fame ground for the eclipfe originally that we do, which is the cutting of the 

eclipfe, that is the fun’s circle and the line of the courfe of the moon in thofe two 
points which we call the dragon’s head and tail, as aftronomers well know : whence 
it follows, that the very fame do&rine and the fame terms and names, of the dragon, 
are common to both us and them, and fo they give names Uke ouns to the figns of the 
zodiac, fuch as Aries, Taurus, Gemini, &c. And thus in procefsof time the people 
have invented fabulous caufes of the eclipfe, inftead of the true, faying that the fun 
and.moon, when eclipfed are drowned by the dragon; whereas at'that time they are 
really in the head or tail of , the aftronomical dragon. 

Now to fpeak tHe compaflion they have for thofe fuffering planet's ; when the 
adoration is over, they bigin firft at the King’s palace, and then throughout all the 
city, to fire mufkets and cannon, ring bells, found trumpets, beat drums, and play 
upon other inftruments, even to the clattering of the kettles, and other utenfils of the 
kitchen in all houfes : and this is done in order that the dragon may be frightened 
with the great noife, and not proceed to eat any more but vomit up what -he has already 
eaten of the fun or moon. 

When we were informed of this cuflom, the firft eclipfe that happened was one 
of the moon in the year 1 620, #n the 9th of December at eleven at night. I was 
then in the city of Nuoecman in the province of Pulucambi, • where was the com- 
mander of the ward we lived in, whofe fon was become a Chriftian ; though the 
father, being proud of his own learning, defpifed not only qpr religion, but our 
.knowledge ; and we eameftly defired his converfion, hoping that if he received the 
Catholic faith, his 4 example would induce thofe of his ward or quarter to do the fame. 
.This man came once to vifit us before the eclipfe of the moon happened, and in dif- 
courfe we chanced to talk of it, he pofitively affirming there would be no fuch eclipfe : 
and though we demonftrated it to him, according to our calculation, and (hewed him 
the figure of it in our books, yet he would never believe it ; alledging among other 
arguments for his obftinacy, that if any fuch eclipfe were like to be, the King would 
doubtlefs havefent him notice a month before, according to the cuftom of the king- 
dom, whereas there wanted but eight days of the time by us appointed ; wherefore 
he having no fuch advice, it was a certain fign there would be no fuch eclipfe. He 
perfifting obftinately in his opinion would needs lay a wager of a cabaia, which is a 

* filkf gown. We agreed to it on condition that if we loft we were to give him fuch a 
garment ; but if we won, inftead of paying the gown, he was to come to us for eight 
days fucceffively, to hear the catechifm and myfteries of our faith expounded. lie 
replied, he would not only do fo, but the very moment he faw the eclipfe would be- 
come a Chriftian : for he faid, if our doftrine was fo certain and infallible in fuch 
hidden and heavenly things as ecjipfes are, and theirs fo erroneous, there was no doubt 
but our religion and, knowledge of the true God was no lefs certain and fafe, and theirs 
falfe. The day of the eclipfe being come, the aforefaid gentleman, with a great many 
fcholars, came tor our houf'e at night, bringing them as witnefles of the event. But 
becaufe the eclipfe was to be at eleven at night, I went to fay my office, turning up 
the hour glafs in Vhe meanwhile. An hour before the time, thefe men came feveral 
times, 'calling up(». me byway of derifion to 'fee the eclipfe, thinking I had not 
withdrawn to fay my. office, but had hid myfelf for_fhame that there would be no 

* eclipfe. Yet they cpuld not but. wonder at my affurance in anfwering them that the 
horn* was not yet come, till the glafs was run out, which they gazed at, as if it had 
been fonto wonderful thing. Then going out, I Ihewed them that the circle of the 
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moon on that fide the eclipfe began, was not fo per fed as it fhould be, and foon after* 
all the moon being darkened, they perceived the truth of my prediction. The com- 
mander and all of them being allonifhed, prefenlly lent to give notice of it to all # thc 
ward, and fpread the news of the eclipfe throughout the city, that every man might go 
out to make the ufual noife in fbvour of the moon ; giving out every where, that thertf 
were no fuch men as the fathers, whofe dodrine and books could not fail being true, 
fince they had fo exadly foretold the eclipfe, which their learned men had taken no 
notice of ; and therefore in performance of his promife, the commander with all his 
family became Chriftians, as did many more of his ward, with feme of the mod. learned 
men of the city arid others of note. 

Such another accident happened at the fame time, though among people of greater 
quality, and in a more eminent place. Though the King’s aftrologers had not forefeen 
this eclipfe, yet thofe belonging to the Prince at Cacciatn, being more fludious and 
intelligent, foretold it, but with a’grofs miflake as to the time.: for it was not of an 
hour or two as ufual, but of a whole day, giving out that the full moon and confe- 
quently the eclipfe would be a day fooner than it was. I 4 ’. Francis de Pina, who was 
then at court, had given notice of it to a courtier who was very great with the Prince, 
being his omgne ; that is, fimilar to mailer of the ceremonies. The father told him, 
that fince the eclipfe was not to happen as their aftrclog-rs faid, but as F. Chriftopher 
Borri affirmed, the following night, he* fhould give the Prince his mailer notice of it. 
But the omgne not giving entire credit to the father would not do that duty of his 
office at that time. The hour appointed by the altrologers being come, and the Prince 
having notice of it, he went out with his whole court, according to cuftom, to fee and 
help the moon, that as they faid was to be eclipfed ; but finding he was deceived, and 
growing angry with his mathematicians for their miflake, he ordered they fhould for- 
feit the revenue of a town, according to the cuftom before mentioned. Hence the 
omgne took occafion to acquaint the Prince that the European father had, before 
this happened, told him the eclipfe would be the night following. The Prince 
was mightily pleafed that the fathers fhould hit right, where his mathematicians had 
mifearned. 

The omgne repaired immediately to the father, to know the precife time of the 
eclipfe ; who having fhewed him that it was to be exadly at eleven the following 
night, he ftill continued doubtful of the truth of the matter, and therefore would not 
wake the Prince till he faw the beginning of the eclipfe. Then he ran to rouze him, 
and he coming aut with fome of his courtiers, performed the ufual ceremonies and 
adorations to the moon. Yet he would not make the matter publicly known, for fear 
of utterly diferediting their books and mathematicians, though all men conceived a 
great opinion of our dodrine, and particularly the omgne, who from that time for- 
wards for a whole month came to hear the catechizing, diligently learning all that 
belongs to our holy faith. However he was not baptized, wanting refolution to over- 
come the difficulty of the multiplicity of women, as the ambaffador Ignatius had done 
before. He forbore not neverthelefs with much fervour publicly to declare that our 
dodrine and law were true, and all others falfe, and faid he would certainly die a 
Chriftian, which excited many others to defire to be baptizedt 

Having mentioned the eclipfe of the moon, we will conclude with another of the 
fun, which happened on the 2 2d of May 1621, and which the King^s aflrologers fore- 
, told was to laft two hours ; but having conceived a great opinion of us as to this par- 
ticular, for their own greater fecurity they came to afk our 0 union concerning it. I 
told them it was true there would be an eclipfe of the fun, theliguroof which I fhewed 
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in our ephemerjdes ; but I purpofely forbore to let them know that it woqjd not be 
feen in Cochin-China, by reafon of the moon’s parallax to the fun. Now they knpw 
not what the parallax is, which is the reafon they are often deceived, not finding 
.the juft time by their books and calculations. This I did, that their error being ob- 
served, our knowledge might appear the more : I therefore demanded time to find out 
the precife time, faying, in general terms, it was requisite to tneafure heaven by the 
earth, to difeover whether that eclipfe would be vifible in their country ; and I delayed 
the anfwer fo long, till the time of making known the eclipfe being come, the aftrolo- 
gers, fatisfied that our book agreed with their opinion, without farther reflection, con- 
cluded the eclipfe was mod certain, and advifed the King to publifli it after the ufual 
manner. When the aftrologers had fpread their falfe prediclions throughout the king- 
dom, I gave it out that thj eclipfe would nflt be feen at all in Cochin-China. This 
aifertion of ours was communicated to the Prince, who being doubtful in the matter, 
fent his jnathematicianSUo* me to alk my opinion, find argue the point. This difpute 
had no other effeft on them but only to increafo their doubt, and hold the Prince 
in fufpenfe, whether he ought to fend his orders throughout the kingdom, as the King 
his father had done, or publifli the contrary ; for, on the one hand, it wrought upon 
him to fee that both their books and ours granted the eclipfe, wherefore he thought 
it would be a difhonour to him in cafe he happened not to have fent the ufual advice ; 
and, on the other hand, he had a great opinion of us on account of the antecedent eclipfe 
of the moon. Hereupon fending to confult me again, I anfwercd, that having calcu- 
lated the eclipfe very exactly, I found it could not poflibly be vifible in his kingdom ; 
and therefore he need not take any care to fend advice about the country, for I would be 
anfwerable for his and his aftrologers’ reputation, againft the King and his mathema- 
ticians. He at laft relied upon my words, and took no care to give notice in his liberty 
of the eclipfe ; the whole court and King’s aftrologers wondering at it, and they enquir- 
ing into the caufe of the Prince’s neglect, were anfwercd, that he had better mathe- 
maticians in his court than the King his father : by which they underftood that fome 
of our fathers being there, he forfook the opinion of the natives for theirs. However 
the publication they had made being irrevocable, the ufual preparations were made 
againft the day of the eclipfe, till the hour being come, they experimentally perceived 
their error. The day was clear and not a cloud to be feen, and though it was the 
month of May, when the fun is there in the zenith, and the time of the day about three 
in the afternoon when the heat is violent, yet the King did not omit to go out with his 
courtiers, enduring all the burning fun for a long time ; but finding himfelf impofed 
upon, and being much incenfed, as well on account of the great heat he endured as at 
tho ignorance of his mathematicians, who had put him to that trouble without any 
reafon, he reprimanded them fevercly. They alleged for their excufe that there would 
be an eclipfe infallibly, but that they had made a day’s miftake as to the conjunction of 
the moon, and therefore it would be feen the next day at the lame hour. The Kingfub- 
mitted to his aftrologers, and coming out the next day at the fame hour, fuffered the 
fame inconvenience of heat, to the great Ihame of his aftrologers, who efcaped not 
unpunifhed ; for he not only took away their revenues, but ordered they fhotild kneel 
a whole day in the court*of the palace bare-headed, evpofed to the heat of the fun, and 
to the fcorn of all the ‘courtiers. To return to jhe Prince who had got the better in 
this p«>int, he. wrete to his father in a jefting manner, that though he was his fon, he 
had outdone him as tA the eclipfe, and had more learned men at his court. 

It is not jto be hnaghed how much reputation this accident gained us among the 
learned, inforauch that even the King’s and Prince’s mathematicians came to us, 
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eameftly begging we would receive them as' our fcholars ; and upon fyis account the 
fame of the fathers was every where fo great, that not only our knowledge in aftronomy 
but our religion was extolled above their own ; they arguing from the heavenly bddles 
to things above the heavens, as I faid before. 

CHAP. VII. — How God opened another Way to Chriftianity. by means of the Om fails , 

or Heathen Priejls. 

GOD in his infinite wifdom foreknowing of bow great confequence it would be 
for the convcrfion of thofe heathens, that fome of their priefts or omfaiis fliould be 
converted, bccaufe of the great authority they have among all the people, it. pleafed 
his divine majefty to open even this way to his holy faith# An omfaii, whofe name 
was Ly, lived near to our houfe, a®d had the charge of .anjdql temple, and being a 
neighbour had frequent opportunities of converfing with ifs, and of coming to fomo 
knowledge of our rules, actions, and courfc of life. This pleafed him fo well, that 
proceeding Hill farther, he would needs be informed as to the law of God, whereof 
we gave him a full account; and coming to difeourfe of the refurretlion of our Lord, 
{hewing him how he role again, that he and all men might rife again the lalt day, he 
was fo pleafed at it, that being infpired by God, he alked to be baptized, which was 
accordingly granted to him and all his family on Chriftmas night, which he fpent on. 
his knees in prayer with floods of tears, uttering thefe words : “ Tuii ciam bid ;” that 
is, “ 1 knew not : ’ as if he would have faid, “ Forgive me, my God, for till now 
I knew you not.” Then continuing fome time very (till, as it were contemplating, he 
repeated the fame words, making a fweet harmony to the new bom infant. After 
bapiifm he took fuch an affection for us, that he refolvcd to come to us with all his 
family, that he might live under our rule ; but being informed that could not be done# 
becaufe he was married, he refolvcd to live nearer to our houfe, that he might regu- 
late his actions by the found of our bell, even to faying the long litany in his oratory, 
at *he time we ufed to fay it every day, according to the cuftom of the fociety. And 
it is remarkable, that oblerving us at a certain hour ufed to fay our beads walking, he 
would walk at the fame time, to the amazement of his countrymen, who look upon 
walking as a ftrange and ridiculous action, for they never going a ftep but u'hat is about 
bufinefs, or to fome diverfion, regarded our walking as idle, becaufe we went to a place 
for no other purpeje but to return ; fo that the people flocked to fee us walk, and 
admiring the ftrangenefs of it laid, “ Omfaii di lay that is, “ the father goes and 
comes, goes and comes.” Yet their gazing did not make omfaii Ly leave off his 
cuflom, which tended to nothing but to be like us in all points. He had but one wife, 4 
and had lived about thirty years, which was his age, fo ftrictly up to the law of nature, 
that he had never, as he laid, to that time, knowingly deviated in any matter of confe- 
quence from what was juft and upright ; and his adoring of idols was becaufe he 
thought it contrary to reafon not to adore them. This fliews how true that doftrinc 
of divines is, namely, that God never iails to have baptiltn adin'.niftered, either by the 
hands of men, as this was, or the miniltry of angeis, to a heatlien who lives a good 
moral life, according to the dictates of leafon and law of nature. This omfaii Ly 
wholly devoted Iriailelf to the fervice of God, and after providing for the maintenance 
of his family, all he and they could earn was bellowed upon our church, taking fpecial 
care of its neatnefs and decency, and of adorning the altars. 

Nor was this all God required of this his beloved fervant ; fo? he la inflafhed his 
heart, that he applied himfelf to preach the faith of Chrift publicly, making the myftery 
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of the refurreflion the ufual fubjefl of his difeourfe, whereby he attracted and con- 
verted abundance not only of the common fort, but feveral omfaiis ; and though he 
was' none of the molt learned, yet his fervour fo well fupplied that defeat, that among 
• thofe whi came to defirc baptifm there was one of the mod learned and famous men 
of the kingdom, whofe authority, he himfelf proving the falfity of the heathen feds, 
immediately increai’ed the harveft of the church. This man therefore took upon him 
to oppofe the other gentiles, eafily confuting them, as being well acquainted with the 
grounds they went upon ; hereby very much eafing our fathers, who not being fo 
well acquainted with their feels, could not fo well oppofe them. * 

And in truth there was need of this abidance ; for there is fuch variety of omfaiis 
in that country, that it looks as if the devil had endeavoured among thefe gentiles to 
reprelent the beauty and variety of religious orders indituted by holy men in the Ca- 
tholic church, their feveral, habits anfwering their feveral profdfions ; for fome are 
clad itf white, others'in black, fome in blue, and other colours ; fome living in com- 
munity, fome like curates, chaplains, canons, and prebends ; others profefs poverty, 
living upon alms ; others exercife the works of mercy, minidering to the fick, either 
natural phyfic or magical charms, without receiving any reward ; others undertaking 
fome pious work, as building bridges or fuch other things for the public good, or 
creeling temples, and going about the kingdom, begging aims to this purpofe, even 
as far as the kingdom of Tonchin ; others teach the doctrine of their religion, who 
being very rich, have public fchools, as univerfal mailers. There are alfo fome om- 
fails who profefs the farrier's trade, and compafiionately cure elephants, oxen and 
horfes, without alking any reward, being fatisfied with any thing that is freely given 
them. Laftly, others look to the monaderias of women, who live in community, and 
admit of no man among them but the omfaii who looks after them, and they arc all 
his wives. 

There are vaft temples with beautiful towers and lleeples, nor is there any town, 
though never fo little, without a temple to worfltip its idols, which are generally very 
large ftatues with abundance of gold and filver fhut up in their breads or bellies, where 
nobody dares to touch it, till extreme necellity obliges fome thief to gut the idol, with- 
out regard to fo great a facrilege as that is accounted among them j and what is very 
remarkable, they have chaplets and drings of beads about their necks, and make fo 
many proceffions that they outdo the Chridians in praying to their falfe gods. There 
are alfo among them fome perfons refcmbling abbots, bifltops, and archbifliops, and 
they ufe gilt daves not unlike our crofters, infomuch that if any man come newly into 
that country, he might eafily be perfuaded there had been Chridians there in former 
' time’s : fo near has the devil endeavoured to imitate us. This will give us an oppor- 
tunity of here adding a chapter of the fe£ls in Cochin-China, to give fome light 
how we may draw that people out of fuch darknefs, and bring them into the light of 
the gofpel. 

t CHAP. VIII. — A Jhort Account of the Sefh in Cochin-China. 

TIIE end of ad fefts is either the god they adore, or the glory and happinefs they 
expedl ; fome believing the immortality of the foul, others concluding that all ends 
when the body dies. Upon thefe two principles the eadern nations build all their 
fe£ts ; all which took their origin from a great metaphyfician of the kingdom of Siam, 
whofe name wrs Xaia, much more ancient than Aridotle, and nothing inferior to him 
in capacity, and the knowledge of natural ■ thiqgs. The acutenefs ot this man's wit 
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exciting hitfi to confider the nature and fabric'of the world, reflecting on the beginning 
and end of all things, and particularly of human' nature, the chief ladyfof this worldly 
palace ; he once went up to the top of a mountain, and there attentively obferving jhc 
moon, which rifing in the darknefs of the night, gently railed itfell above the horizon 
to be hid again the next day in the fame darknefs, and the fun rifing in the morning* 
to fet again at night, he concluded that moral as well as phyfical and natural things 
were nothing, came of nothing, and ended in nothing. Therefore returning home, ho 
wrote feveral books and large volumes on this fubjed, entitling them, u Of Nothing 
wherein he taught that the things of this world, by reafon of the duration and meafure 
of time, are nothing ; for though they had exigence, faid he, yet they would be nothing, 
nothing at prefent, and nothing in time tq come, for the prefent being but a moment , 
was the fame as nothing. * , 

His fecond argument he grounded on the compofition^of things: let us inftance, 
faid he, a rope, which not being naturally dilh'nguilhed froth Ifs parts, inafmuch as 
they give its being and compofirion, fo it appears that the rope as a rope is nothing ; 
for as a rope it is no diftind thing from the threads it is compofed of, and the hemp 
has no other being but the elements whereof its fubltance conlifts j fo that refolving 
all things after this manner into the elements, and thofe to a fort of materia prima 
and mere potenlia, which is therefore actually nothing, he at laft proved, that the 
heavenly things, as well as thofe under the heavens, were truly nothing ! 

In the fame manner did he argue as to moral things : that the natural happinels 
of man did not confift in a pofitive concurrence of all f hat is good, which he looked 
upon as impoflible, but rather in being free from all that is evil, and therefore faid, it 
was no other thing but to have no difeafe, pain, trouble, or the like ; and for a man to 
have fuch power over his paffions as not to be fenfible of afledion or averfion, to 
honour or difgrace, want or plenty, riches or poverty, life or death, and that herein 
confided true beatitude : whence he inferred, that all thefe things being nothing, they 
took their origin as it were from a caufe not efficient but material, from a principle 
which in truth was nothing but an eternal, infinite, imrnenfe, immutable, almighty, and 
to conclude, a God that was nothing, and the origin of this nothing i 

As a prelude or introdudion to his fed, this philofopher gave lonie account of the 
making of the world under two metaphors. The one was that the world came out of* 
an egg, which ftrctched out fo vaftly that the heavens were made of the fhell ; the air, 
fire and water of the white 5 and of the yolk, the earth and all earthly things. The 
other metaphor he took from the body of a valt great man, whom they call Banco, 
whom he would call Microcofin ; faying, that the mafs of the world came from him, 
his fcull extending to form the heavens, his two eyes making the fun and moos, hip 
flefh the earth, his bones the mountains, his hair plants and trees, and his belly the 
lea ; and thus applying all the limbs and parts of man’s body to the fabric and orna- 
ment of the world, he added, that the other men fpread about all the world, were made 
of this great man’s lice ! 

Having eftablifhed this dodrinc of nothing, he gathered fome fcholars, by whofe 
means he fpread it throughout all the eaft. But the Chinefe, who knew that a fed 
which reduced all things to nothing was hurtful to the government, would not hearken 
to it, nor allow there was no punifhment for wicked men, or* that the happinefs of 
the good fhould be reduced only to the being free from fuflerings in* this world, and 
the authority of the Chinefe being fo great, others following their example rejeded 
his dodrinc. Xaca diffatisfied that he was difappointed of # followers, changed his 
mind, and retiring wrote feveral other ' great books, teaching that There was a real 
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origin of all things, a lord of heaven, hell, immortality, and tranfmigrafion of fouls 
from one body 'to 'another, better or worfe, according to. the merits or demerits of 
the perfon ; though they do not forget to affign a fort of heaven and hell for the fouls 
of departed, expreffing the whole metaphorically under the names of things corporeal, 
and of the joys and fufferings of this world. 

This fecond doftrine being made public, the Chinefe received it, and above others 
the bonzes, who are generally the meaneft and moft inconfiderable people in Japan, 
who being zealous for their fpiritual advantage admitted this doctrine, and preferved 
it in twelve feveral forts of fedts all differing from one another, though that which is 
moft followed and efteemed is the opinion and fett that believes all to be nothing, 
which they call genfiu. Thefe fometimes g p abroad into a field to hear a fermon, 
that is, a difeourfe of biffs made' by a bonzo, who treats of no other fubjedt but to 
perfuade his congregation that human blifs is .nothing, and that he is happy who 
values not whether he : has children or no children, whether he is rich or poor, fick 
or well, and the like ; and the bonzo preaches this doctrine with fuch ftrength of 
argument and vehemence, that the audience being fully bent upQn the contempt 
of all things, which in thcmfelvcs they look upon as nothing, fuffering them f elves to 
be in a manner tranfported, they exprefs their fatisfadlion and happinefs in this man- 
ner, often crying out with a loud voice, “ xin, xin, xin,” that is, nothing, nothing, 
nothing, accompanying their voices with certain bits of boards they clap between 
the fingers of one hand, ftriking them together with the other (as boys play on 
their fnappers), and with this noife they are quite befide thcmfelvcs, as if they 
were drunk, and then they fay they have done an aft of blifs. The Japanefe and 
others making fo great account of this opinion of nothing, was the caufe that when 
Xaca the author of it approached his death, calling together his difciples, he 
protefted to them on the word of a dying man, that during the many years he had 
lived and ftudied, he had found nothing fo true, nor any opinion fo well grounded 
as was the feet of nothing ; and though his fecond dodtrine feemed to differ from 
it, yet they muft look upon it as no contradidtion or recantation, but rather a proof 
and confirmation of the firft, though not in plain terms, yet by way of metaphors 
and parables, which might all be applied to the opinion of nothing, as would 
plainly appear by his books. 

But it is time to return to our Cochin-Chinefe, who not receiving this moft foolilh and 
vain dodtrine, which denying the fubftantial form, reduces all things to nothing, they 
generally throughout all the kingdom hold the immortality of the foul, and confo 
quently eternal rewards for the juft, and punifiiments for the wicked, yet mixing a 
thoufimd errors with thefe truths. The firft of which is, that they do not diftinguifh 
between the immortal foul and the demons, calling both by one and the fame name 
Maa, and attributing to them both the fame pradtice of doing mifehief to the living. 
The fecond is, that they affign one of the rewards of the foul to be tranfmigration from 
one body to another more worthy, nobler, and in greater dignity ; as from one of the 
common fort to a King, or great lord. The third, that the fouls of the dead ftand 
jn need of fuftenance and corporeal food, and therefore at certain times in the year 
according to their cuftom, the children make plentiful entertainments for their dead 
parents, men for their wives, and friends for their acquaintance departed, waiting a 
long time for the dead gueft to come and fit down at table to eat. We one day 
confuted thefe errors with arguments, which philofophers call it priori , and therefore 
told them, that the foul. was a fpirit, and had no mouth or other material part to eat, 
and therefore they were deceived to think they could feed. And then a pojicriori , for 
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in cafe they <did eat, the difhes would not be fo full after they had done as they Were* 
before. They laughed at thcfe arguments, faying, thefc fathers know nothing ; and 
to folve both difficulties, anfwered, that meat confifted of two parts, one the fubftqjife, 
the other the accidents of quantity, quality, fmcll, tafle and the like. The imma- 
terial fouls of the dead, faid they, taking only the fublfance of the meat, which 
being immaterial was proper fuflenance for the incorporeal fpirit, left only the acci- 
dents in the difhes, as they appear to our corporeal eyes, to which pjurpofe the dead had 
no need of corporeal parts, as we faid. Any wife man may by this falfe anfwer difcover 
the acutencfs of the Cochin-Chinefc philofophcrs, though they abi'olutely err as to the 
reality of the argument. 

They alfo err in refpeeb to the fouls themfelves, adoring thofe of men who were 
looked upon as holy in this world, atfding them to 1 1 ye number of their idols, 
whereof their temples are full, placing orderly according to their icveral degrees, in 
rows along the Tides of the temples, the lead fir ft, and fo fugg'erJ’and bigger till the 
Iafl are extraordinary large. But the high altar being the molt honourable place in the 
temple is purpofely kept empty, behind which is a vacant dark fpace, to exprefs that 
he whom they adore as God, and on whom the pagods call, who like us v/ere vifxble 
and corporeal men, is invifible, wherein they think thegreatelf honour cunfifts. Such a 
multitude of idols, by them accounted gods, giving us occafion to endeavour to dc- 
inonftrate to them, that there can be but one only God ; they anfwered, they agreed 
to it, fuppofing thofe that were placed along the fides of the temples, were not they 
that had created heaven and earth, but holy men whom they honoured, as we do the 
holy apoffles, martyrs, and confelfors, with the fame diltinction of greater and leffer 
fluidity, as we alfign among our faints. And therefore to corroborate their affertion, 
they added, that the vacant dark place about the high altar, was the proper place of 
the creator of heaven and earth, who being invifible, and quite remote from our 
fenfes, could not be reprefented by vifible images of idols, but that under that vacuity 
and darknefs, due adoration was to be given him as to a thing incomprehenfitble, ufing 
the interceffion of the idols, that they may obtain favours and bleflings of him. And 
although, according to what has been hitherto faid, they i’eem to have an efficient and 
intellectual caufe for God, yet upon mature examination of the matter and their books, 
we find that they certainly adore a predominant element. 

CHAP. IX. — How God opened another Way to the Converjion of the \meaner Sort />/ 

miraculous Means. 

IT remains that we {hew how God aCled conformably to the mean vulgar peopl? of 
Cochin-China, who were accuftomed to fee phantoms, vifions, and apparitions, the 
devil often appearing to them, was pleafed to {hew fome miracles, to the end that de- 
clining in their opinion of diabolical prodigies, they might own the only Lord and lin- 
gular 'Worker of true wonders. The devils appear fo frequently among thole 
heathens, that not to fpeak of the oracles they deliver by the mouth of idols, which 
are in great ofleem among the wretched gentiles, they walk about the cities /o familiarly 
in human flugvs, that they are not at all feared, but admitted inti? company $ and this 
is carried to hr that there are abundance jnf Intubi and Succubi.* And among great 
people thofe hulbauds account themfelves happy who know their wives»to have fuch 
familiars ; for generally they have to do with none but married women, publicly 
boafting that they are worthy to mix wi h a nature fo much above their own as is the 
devils. It happened in my time, that a woman of great quality, *moth6f of two fons 
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who were Chrinirms, envied by her neighbours, not fo much for her beauty, as* for 
her diflioneft familiarity with a devil, pofitively refufing to become a Chriftian,, hap- 
pened to die in labour, and by the afiiftance of the devil brought forth two eggs. 
Now it being held as moll certain among them, that the devil her Incubus'was god of 
the rivers, they did not bury the body in a cave, building a chapel over it, as is the 
iifun! cuftoni, cm carrying ii in folemn proceflion to a river, cad it, into the deep, 
together with th.e two eggs, faying, “ let her go to the lord of the river fince rtv- * was 
worthy to have to do with him when living.” Among the common fort this fihhinefs 
is not efieemed an honour, but they rather account it a grievous- di Romper when their 
women are thus is. defied by the devil, as we fhould their being poll fi d. Thefe 
women therefore undcrflanding that the religion of the fathers was altogether oppofite 
to fiie devil, they imagined they might havefome medicine agamfl this diflcmper, calling 
holy things, as the water of baptifm, Agnus Dei’s, and the like medicines, and there- 
fore came to our hbufe*to*bcg fuch medicines ; and by the grace of God all thofe that 
carried away with them any bit of Agnus Dei, were never more mollified by the devil, 
yet with this difference, that thole who were not Chriftians faw the Incubus come to 
the bed-fide, but had not power to lay hold on or touch their perfons, w hereas the 
Chriftians perceived that he could not come near the chamber door, which occafioned 
feveral to be baptized. 

Though thefe Incubi devils appearing in human fliapes do no harm to the body, yet 
fometimes there are others that appear in horrid and frightful lhapes, and the Cochin- 
Chinefe who have often feen, deferibe them after the fame manner as we paint them, 
for example, with a cock’s face, a long tail, a bat’s wings, a hideous look, bloody 
flaming eyes ; and when they appear in fuch fliapes, they are much feared, being 
then generally hurtful to men, fometimes carrying them up to the tops of houfes to call 
them down headlong. We once heard a wonderful noife of people in our flrect, cry- 
ing out very loud, “ Magui Maco,” that is, the devil in a monftrous fliape ; where- 
upon fome gentiles came running to befeech, that as we had weapons againft thofe 
evil fpirits, we would go relieve thofe diftrefled people who were infefted by them. 
Having recommended ourfelves to God, and armed ourfelves with crofies, Agnus 
Deis and relics, two of us went to the place where the devil was, and came fo near, 
that we only wanted turning round a corner to be upon him, when he fuddenly 
vanifhed, leaving three prints of feet upon the pavement, which I faw, and were above 
two fpans long, with the marks of a cock’s talons and fpurs. Some attributed the 
devils flying to the virtue of the holy crofs and relics we carried with us. 

Thefe frightful apparitions God has made ufe of to attract many to his holy faith, 
yer not denying them good viflons, as will appear, by the following accidents, which 
happened before me in that kingdom. The firll was, as we were one day in our own 
houlc, we faw a proceflion of a vaft multitude of people in a field, making towards us, 
and when they came, being afked what they would have, they anfwered, that a mod beau- 
tiful lady came from their land through the air, on a throne of bright clouds, who bid 
them go to that city, where they fhould find the fathers, who would fliew them the 
lure way to-blifs, and the knowledge of the true God of heaven. This made us give 
thanks to the blefied Virgin, whole great benefit ties was acknowledged to be, and 
having catechized <fnd baptized the people, fent them home well pleafed. 

The fecortd was at another time, F. Francis Buzome and I returning homeward 
together, fuch a multitude of people came to another place, who having paid us very 
much jrefpett, told F. Francis Buzome, they were come to him to teach them what he 
promifed them the night before when he was in their town. The father was aftonifhed 



AN ACCOUNT OF COCHIN-CHINA. 825 

at Miclr dejpand, having never been in the place they fpoke of; but examining int 5 
the matter, I found that (rod of his infinite mercy had caul’ed fome angrl in the father’s 
fhape, or in a dream, had given thofe people fome knowledge of our holy faith. The 
fame of thefe miracles being fpread abroad, fuch numbers oi people were converted, 
that the church given us by the governor was too little, and \vc uvre obliged to build 
one larger, his wife, children and kindred, with many other Chriltians, contributing 
towards it. 

CHAP. X. — Of the Churches and Chrijiians of Ft? if * , Turon and Cacchiam* 

F. FRANCIS do Pina being gone to Faifo, a citv of the Japanefr, as before men- 
tioned, he there joined F. Peter Marques, *and they (Jid great fervice in that city, /i'he 
latter, who was matter of flic Japanefe longue, in a lhort time reformed fome of thole 
Chrillians who were become libertines and kept women, a'nd con»verfcd many pagans. 
The other, who underlined the language of Cochin-China, made many Chriflians, 
and having convinced fome bonzos and omfaiis, by that means drew over many more 
to the holy faith $ fo that between the Japanele and Cochin-Chinefe, that church for 
number and religious obfcrvance might be compared with many in Europe ; fuch was 
their piety, zeal, frequenting of the facraments, and other godly works. The church 
of Turon, which we mentioned in the fecond chapter of tins book the heathens burnt 
down during the firft perfecution, was by God’s permiflion rebuilt by means of the 
fathers of the fociety, who gained many Chrillians in that city. 

Abundance of people were likewife converted to our faith at Cacchiam ; which 
good work was much forwarded by the Omgne, who, on account of the father’s 
foretelling the eclipfe fo certainly, as was before oblbrvcd, publicly affirmed there 
was no other true religion but that which the fathers taught. This was the ftate of 
affairs there, when I came away out of that country for Europe, which was in the 
year 1622. 

Afterwards, by the annual letters lent me by thofe fathers my companions left there 
cultivating that vineyard, 1 underliood that there were (till about a thoufand converted 
and. baptized in a year, and that Chriftianity liourifhed more than ever it had done, at 
Cacchiam particularly. But now of late they write, that the King had forbid any 
more becoming Chriltians, and threatened to expel the fathers out of the kingdom, 
becaufe the Portuguese trade failed. Yet it pleafed God this perfecution went no further, 
the King being fatifcfied, provided one of the fathers went away to Macao, to endeavour 
to periuade the Portuguese to continue the trade, as it leems was afterwards 
done; fo that things are now quiet, and the fathers continue gaining new Chriflians 
as they did at firft. 


CHAP. XI. — Of the Kingdom of Tune him. 

WHEN the fuperiors of Macao font me into Cochin-China, they told me they did 
not abiolutcly intend I fhould continue in that million, hut only to learn the language,, 
that 1 might afterwards difeover the kingdom of Tunchim. Fbr this reafon, during 
the five years 1 dwelt there, I almoit ipade it my bufinefs to enquire into and obtain, 
certain information of the affairs of that kingdom, the language being the fame, as 
formerly it was but one kingdom. 1 will therefore mention as much of it as any way 
concerns Cochin-China, which has fome dependence upon Tunchim, and this accord- 
vox. IX. C N ~ inor 



iog to the accounts given me by natives of Tunchim, who came to the provinee»of 
Pulucambi, where 1 refided mod part of my time ; the reft I will leave to the news we 
ihall receive froth oftr fathers, who are there ftill making further difeoveries. 

This kingdom, befides Cochin-China, which belongs to it, contains f$ur other 
provinces, -all extending equally in length and breadth. In the very centre of them is 
the royal city of Tunchim, from which the whole kingdom takes its name:- there? 
the court is kept and the King rdides, being encompalfed on all fides by thole four 
provinces, compofing- a fquare four times as big as Cochin-China. On the caft fide of 
this kingooin is the gulf of Ainatn, into which falls a great and navigable river that 
runs down eighteen leagues horn the city Tunchim, and Japanefe flips called jonks go 
up it. This river generally overflows twice a year, in June and November, drowning 
almoft half the city, but it does not laft long.. On the fouth are the frontiers of Sinuva. 
the colirt of Cochin-China, as has been already obl'erved. On the north of it is China, 
without the defence of a wall, the trade and commerce between the Chinefe and Tun- 
chimefe being fo mutual and conftant, that it will not allow of walls and gates ftiut as 
they are againft other foreigners. This is the reafon that induces the fathers of the 
focicty to attempt the entrance into China that way, knowing they fhall not on this fide 
meet with all thofc impediments that ftrangers meet with throughout all the reft of 
the kingdom, and more ef’pecially about Canton, l.aftly, on the weft it borders on 
the kingdom of Lais, into which F. Alexander Rhodes of Avignon made his way 
through Cochin-China : and this kingdom I am of opinion cannot but border upon 
that of Tibet, newly difeovered ; which I am apt to believe, as well by reafon of the 
extent and length of the land of Tibet and borders of Lais, as by the greatnefs and 
compafs of thefc two kingdoms, it feems impoffible that any other land fhould lie 
betwixt them ; as alfo much more on account of what the fame fathers who were there, 
relate of Tibet, -who report that the fartheft province of Tibet eaftward borders upon 
and trades with a people who fell them raw filk and fine di flics, like thole of China, 
and fuch like commodities, which we know Tunchim abounds in, and fell them to 
the Laiis. 

As to the government of this kingdom it is hereditary, and ruled as follows : — The 
fupreme regal dignity refides in one they call Buna ; but he of himfelf does nothing 
at all, every thing being left to his favourite, whom they call Chiuua, whole power is 
fo abfolute both in peace and war, that he is come by degrees to own no fuperior ; 
the Buna remaining in his royal palace, quite cut oil from all management of the 
public affairs, fatisfied with an exterior rclpetl due to him as a fort of facred perfen, 
and with the authority of making laws, and eonlirming all edicts. When the Chiuua 
dies, he always endeavours to have his foil fucceed him in the government ; but for 
the moft part it falls out that the tutors of thofc fons afpiring thcmfelves to that dignity, 
endeavour to murder them, and by that means polfefs themlelves of the dignity of 
Chiuua. 

The Chiuua’s power is fo great, that, agreeable to the largcnels of the kingdom, he 
is able to bring into the field three or four times the number ol men as the King of 
Cochin-China, whole army, ag mentioned above, amounts to eighty tlioufand men. 
Nor is it any difficult mutter for the Chiuua, as often, as he pleafes to raife three hundred 
thoufand armed men or^more, bccaufe the chief lonjs of his kingdom, fuch as among us, 
dukes, marquiffes, and earls, are obliged in time of war to furnifti them at their own 
expence. The liuna’s ftrength is not above forty thoufand men for his guard. Yet 
he. is always owned as fuperior to the Chiuua of Tunchim by the King of Cochin-China, 

- . , 8 and 
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;j!kT by ihpt other Chimin we ohferved in the firft book to be fled into fhe’provirifce 
bopderhig upon China, though tlmfe are continually at war agaiijfl one another; 
and the King of Lais bordering upon Tunchim pays him a certain n*ibn’ie. 

Therefore when we fay this crown is hereditary, it is to be undo* Awn oruv in. 
reference to the Buna, whofo children always fu creed, the royal' race being' continued) 
in his family. Thb is as much as I thought tit briefly to fay of the kingdom of 
Tunchim, from what ] could learn of it till my return into Europe, 

Since then I have been informed, that In Julian Baluinotte, an Italian born at Piftovia 
in Tufcany, was k#u into that kingdom to make fome way for the gofpel, and arrived 
from Macao at the city Tunchim after a month’s fail. As to what the laid father 
found in that country, what palled between the King and him, the folemnity of his 
reception, and the firft foundation he laid for Chrjilianity, J refer the reaw^ to the 
account given lately by that father himfelf ; and we are f fill expecting frefh advices 
from the other fathers, as F. Peter Marques, a Portuguefc, and Alexander Rhodes of 
Avignon, who we laid before fiad been in Cochin-China, and are there ftiil gaining 
Chriitians. We therefore hope both thefe kingdoms of Tunchim and Cochin-China 
will foon be united to the flock of the church, acknowledging and giving the 
due obedience to the univerful pallor and vicar of Chrift our Lord on earth. 


The Gonclujion, 

IT is impoflible but that fuch as have lead inclination to the difeovery of the world, 
and are moll a fleeted 10 their own countries and homes, mud be excited by this fhort 
account to deli re to fee not only the variety but the truth of fuch flrange things, 
which, though they be not fupernatural, may yet be termed miracles of nature. Such 
are thole l have mentioned I faw in Cochin-China, a land as to its climate and 
feafons of the year habitable, on account of the fruiifulncfs of its foil abounding in 
provifions, fruit, birds and beads, and the fea in choice and delicious fifh ; and moll 
healthy becaufe of the excellent temperature of the air, infornuch that thefe people do 
not yet know what the plague is. It is rich in gold, filver, filk, calamha, and other 
things of great value, lit for trade on account of the ports and refort of all nations ; 
peaceable becaufe of their loving, generous and fweet difpofition ; and ludly iecure* 
not only by the valour and 4 bravery of the Cochin-Chincfe, accounted fuch by other 
countries, andarheir ft ore of arms, and /kill in managing them ; but even by nature, 
which has inclofcd it on the one fide by the lea, and on the other by the rocky alps 
and uncouth mountains ol the Kemois. r l his is that part of the earth called Cochin- 
China which wants nothing to make' it a part of heaven, but that God fliould lend 
thither a great many of his angels, fo Sr. John Chryfoftom calls apoftoltcnl men, arid 
preachers of the gofpel. IIow eafiiy would the faith be fpread abroad in this kingdom 
of Cochin-China, where there are not thole difliculties which we fathers of the focieiv 
dilperfa! about the call meet with in other countries; for there is no need here of 
being dilguifed or concealed, thele people admitting all flrangers into their kingdom, 
and being well pleafed that every one fliould live according to his own religion. Nor 
is it necefla ry before preaching to fpend many years in Undying their letters and 
hieroglyphics, as the fathers in Chimmlo, for here it is enough to learn the language, 
which a*' has been mentioned is fo eafy, that a man may preach in a year. The 
people are riot ihy, nor do they fliun flrangers, as is pra&ifed in other eaftern nations, 
but make much of them, are pleafed with their perfons, prize their commodities, and 
commend rheir do&rine. 

They 
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l'hey do not lie under that great' impediment to receiving the grace of the gofpei, 
that is, the fin qf jodomy, and others contrary to nature, which is frequent in all 
the other < .diem countries, the very name of which the Corhin-Chinefe naturally 
abh( r. In fhort, thefe people may very eafily be taught the principal myftcries of 
©ur holy faith ; they," as we have fllcwn, in a manner adoring but one only God, 
accounting the idols Sis inferior faints, allowing the immort lity of the foul, eternal 
punishments for the wicked, and blifs for the juft, ufing temples, facrificos, proceffions, 
io that changing the objects, it would be eaf'y to introduce the true worfliip. That 
there will be no difficulty in making out the myftcry of the holy eecharifl may appear 
by the diftin&ion they make between the accidents and fubltance of the meat they 
provide for the dead, as before mentioned in this fecond book. All thefe things 
inflam iv/fie minds of the children o£ the fociety, who, though reclufo and (but up iu 
the colleges and provinces of Europe, have an ardent defire to convert the world. 
And though many of ti cm put it in practice with the affiftance of the holy fee apof- 
tolic, which with a fatherly care relieves the million of Japan, as alio by his catholic 
majefty King JPhilip, and his council of the Indies, who fo frequently with incredible 
bounty fupply the Eaft and Weft Indies with nunifters of the gofpei ; yet it is impof- 
fible that thefe two great pillars, which fupport other mighty weights, and bear 
alinofl all the world on their fhouldors, can fufficiently fupply all that daily occurs 
and is difeovered. I therefore trull in God that his divine providence will rouze up 
foine generous foul, inflamed with the zeal of God's honour, to fend and maintain 
fomc evangelical tninifters, who, fatisfied with a religious and poor fuftenance, may 
convey the food of the gofpei, not only throughout Cochin-China, but unto the great 
kingdom of Tunchim, founding a church and Chriftian flock that may be compared 
with the mod renowned in the world. 
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